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PART 1 PART 2 AF C 2119 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965
COVERING LETTER S EC RET

ReferencE - No......... 00 cooeonivnnsionenitit {
ORIGINAL Strike out where -
~PUPLICATE. Nt appia
To: OIC, Military History Section, AHQ.
1. I enclose Commanders Diary (AF C2118) (Adapted) c o M M A N D E Rs D I A R I
as indicated at Part 2.
OF
Unit or F G 12 Fd Regt RAA |
2. Please return receipt below,, | AT T RNy, o il b anmm SRR L - I, SR |
| ' | Jun 71 |
(Signature) ... s oodeorepmdon ! .......... f.Col F‘rn1J"n71 % B ~Hesm¢p
CO 12 Fd Regf, RAA
G T T IS b R I INDEX
; /S\ (OC Unit or s ior staff officer) |
Narrative (AF C 2118) Enclosure Numbers
g EERETT Gen N .
: 1 ANNEXES - .
* A Duty officer’s log 2Pt . w L85%.. |
B Meégages connected with log- = & 2 & & 5 0 siedlegee to 2.2 |
C Operation orders and instructions issued ~ & 0 e o .=l |
D Operation orders and instructions recéived -~ = = e L. R |
"B Soendiiamsl $ 2 s R e ¢ o8B ° B PP & 1
F Orders of battle and location reports dssued . = & & s AR
G Intelligence reports and summaries issued; appreciations made @ = ... R
H Administrative orders and instructions issued R, W ...
I  Administrative orders and instructions received S
J  Administrative reports and bulletins; ammunition returns; field strength
returns »7c..x .ur e AéPoer Wi, 1O Foend...
* K Standing orders .msued .............. =
L Commander’s policy and demi-official letters Ao TR . S
M Action reports (if required) N . TTTE S—— T
N Other papers, eg, maps and diagrams, air photos, reports from sub units &/ f"ﬂ im!o to S-/édend
O Periodical summaries of operations BiL, s M i ieaanes
Z Top Secret Supplementary Di ’rNIL
L o T e T RETAINED
t Despatched to
* Only to be included during operations.
t Cross out whichever is not applicable. A R T e
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PART 3
COMMANDERS DIARIES
INSTRUCTIONS

AIM

1. The aim of a Commanders Diary is to provide data on which to base future improvements in Army
training, equipment, organization and administration, and to furnish historians with a record of the activities of
units and formations in operational and non-operational periods in peace and in war.

GENERAL

2 Entries are to be made daily on AF C 2118 (Adapted) each entry being initialled by the officer
detailed to keep it.

3. Commanders Diaries will conform with the rules for drafting orders given in “Staff Duties (Australia)”,
Chapter 2, Section 12.

RESPONSIBILITY
During Non-operational Periods
4, A Commanders Diary is to be compiled by commanders of all formations.

During Operational Periods (1)
5. A Commanders Diary is to be compiled in duplicate by:

Commanders of all formations.
Each branch of the staff at formation headquarters commanded by a brigadier or above.

Heads of services not below the rank of lieutenant colonel.
Personal staffs and officers holding special appointments.

Unit commanders.
Commanders of a detachment of a unit when so ordered.

mP RO FR

COMPILATION

6. Both original and duplicate copies are to consist of:
a. Cover (AF C2119) (Adapted).
b. Index as printed on cover.
¢. Narrative (AF C2118) (Adapted).
d. Annexes as shown in the Index.

T All details of the unit or formation (if a detachment is concerned, the name of the parent unit), period
covered and enclosure numbers of the annexes are to be shown on the cover. If there has been a change of
command since the last report, the date of assumption by the new commanding officer is to be included.

8. The annexes are to be assembled in the groups shown on the cover. If there are no enclosures for
an annex NIL will be entered on the cover. If additional annexes are convenient for a particular headquarters.
ehE e lsnas SEaank 8 T A —-- starting at B.

y for operations form Annex “Z”, “TOP SECRET
. the document. It is to be prepared and disposed of as

NTENTS

nes as well as map references), establishment, equipment

nd orders given.
the day’s fighting, including company movements.
ymmander with regard to equipment, tactics, organization

»otential importance.

to officers, men and equipment.

lipment captured.

; employed in the time not accounted for. The type of

ss and to save work as much information as possible is to
cuments issued and received, routine returns, etc. All
:d and the time of receipt or dcspatch is to be given.

t BP Coy—274/65—55m
the annexes, but need not give a precis of any of them.

(continued on back cover)
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DISPOSAL

13.  Original Commander’s Diary. This is to be forwarded monthly, unless otherwise order- ' by the
seventh day of the succeeding month direct to AHQ.

14, Duplicate Commander’s Diary. This must be clearly marked as a duplicate. It is to be sent
separately from the original to AHQ one month after the original has been despatched but not before the
former has been acknowledged.

15.  When overseas, both copies of diaries are to be sent through the Army Records organization in the
overseas theatre but at different times.

16. TOP SECRET Supplementary Diaries.

a. The documents referred to in Paragraph 9 together with a list of them made out on AF C 2118
(Adapted) must be placed in separate cover (AF C 2119) (Adapted). All details must be filled in
and the cover clearly marked in red: “ANNEX Z — OFFICER ONLY”. It may be convenient to

group the papers by appendices.

b. Supplementary diaries must be forwarded under the normal rules for TOP SECRET
correspondence, to AHQ. The inner envelope must be plainly marked:

TOP SECRET

ANNEX Z to
Commanders DIATY Of..............cccivicicinnniensssssnrssssnsiensansissssnsesnnens -ees (OIMAtION or Unit)
PROMY -t i B0 i i s VS )

¢. The duplicate supplementary diaries must be despatched as shown in Paragraph 14 as soon as
receipt of the original has been acknowledged.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m
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This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF—C2119 (Adapted).

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

- COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

§

AF — C2118 (Adapted)
Revised Apr. 1969 I
|
|

Reference to
annex letter and/ |
or enclosure No. |

|

e,

UNIT’/FORMATION 12 Fd Reg’ AA
MONTH and YEAR __ JUN 1971 REFERENCE MAP COMMANDING OFfficiR Lt Col B R TOPFER
Serial Place and grid Date Time Event or Information
reference
TR (c) (d) i (e) ; i’ AR
______ | Operation Briar Patch III continues with 3RAR.
| | A Fd Bty deployed Sect at FSB ZIGGIE YS610810
e Sect at Nui Dat.
| Operation BHOWANI JUNCTION PHASE I commenced with 4RAR
104 Fd Bty deployed Sect at FSB JANE YShh5845
| ~ Sect at Nui Dat.
| | C Bty 5/42 US in general support 3 guns at Nui Dat.
1 01 0820 | No3 gun A Bty out of action. Rebuilt gun to replace No3 and full sight test
to be carried out - 1115 hrs No3 back in action.
Y bl He DRI o | 0930 | USS LARSON will be on station 0600 hrs 02 Jun to 03 Jun. Ship will also be
' MON STATION" 8 + 9 Jun both, mounting 5"/38.
3 | 1305 | Sect A Bty ZIGGIE laid on GR555715. 8/C/3RAR sighted 7 armed en. Elms of TA
| following up. En sighted GR555726. ZIGGIE active 1310 hrs. EM 1442 hrs. NFI,
| .
b 2112 | Contact at LONG DIEN 81mm active GR439580., 155mm C Bty Nui Dat cleared air on
| 2 tgtse 155mm CARMEN active 1 tgt at 2125 hrs. Results 1 VC WIA CIA,
5 2300 | FSB JEFFERIES (US Arty) opened at GR874996, 011000 hrs.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF=C2119 (Adapted).

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF — C2118 (Adapted)

Revised Apr. 1969

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

Reference to

or enclosure No.

UNIT/FORMATION 12 Fd Reg 'AA
MONTH and YEAR ... 9ON 71 REFERENCE MAP._ COMMANDING OFFICER.. B0 08 3 B S ..

O i Date Time Event or Information annex letter and/
| reference |

(&) | (b) (c) R A (e) i [

6 | 02 0815 | 3RAR to relinquish control of HORSESHOE at 031400 - 1ATF to handover

s '  HORSESHOE to Secter HQ at 101200,

T | 1000 | USS LARSON - ON STATION, Tgt grids E47 - 49 N50 - 5k,

8 | GR359881 ' 1310 | C/$12 in contact at GR359881 - C/S20, 104 Bty JANE, fired 9 rds on with-
' ~ drawal routes. 4 VC approached from NW, Result 1VC KIA (BC).

9 1910 Approval granted for Survey pair (2Lt J EVANS) to go to Nui Chau Chan and

: ~ Courtenay Hill (¥S450903) en 3 Jun 71.

10 | o : 2025 XUAN LOC requested 1ATF arty to fire 10 rds Fire For Effect on VC Coy in the ;
: : | open at GR423916, GR431919. 2 rds FFE allotted on each grid. NFI, | |

. 48 } o, 1' 1030 | LAY ON MISSION 104 Bty (JANE) SAS insert patrols 23 and 11 on GR378801 and
' ; ; - GR391817.

12 | \ I 1630 | A Sqn 3 Cav advised rest of tracks to be withdrawn PM today to be redeployed
; - at Courtenay Hill,

13 ' | 1925 | VC SIGHTING - GR474510 - 479510, 155 CARMEN enaged. 6 rds expended. NFI. |

14 ? 2130 | XUAN L0C 10 passed on that SVN intel report to hand gave GR515930 and |

’ | 534928 as two locations of a number of VC. ARVN requested we engage. Request

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF—=C2119 (Adapted).

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

AF — C2118 (Adapted)
Revised Apr. 1969

UNIT/FORMATION . 12 Fd Regt A
MONTH and YEAR... .. 90N 71 REFERENCE MAP. . ... . COMMANDING OFFICER. 1€ Col B R TOPFER
Sasia] || Fieee 30 gvia l Date Time | Event or Information anﬂiﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁ )
reference | SRS R or enclosire No
(@) | (b) (c) @ | le) i R e
|(cont) not approved. FSB JANE was preparing to fire large no of rds for HI.
’ |Intel rating A2. M
15 Pl 2151 5105_- and 81mm active at JANE, 12 Grids H&I. EM2245 hrs 250 rds expended.
16 ' ok - 0730 im BARIA (Lt T NOLAN) advised two ARVN students Lt LANG & 2Lt TINGH will live ! {
; |at Nui Dat while training in the AASWCC, |
7 | 1310 |5AS Lay On Mission for A By (ZIGGIE) on GRSS2901 and XUAN MOC on GH721617. |
r Timings 1340 & 1420 respectively - mission not fired.
18 i_ 1943  C/ShO C Bty report heavy illumination and tracer 4000m from their loc (Nui Dat)
~ [cP reports ARVN firing from VAN KIEP National Training Centre. |
19 05 i 0500 4
|

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

e w m

_|Operation OVERLORD commences. The fol deployments are to take place:

a, HQ 1 ATF deploy in Courtenay GR YS450903
‘be Arty Tac - split. Arty Tac Main deployed with HQ 1 ATF
¢e A Fd Bty deploy in FSB PAMELA YSi83922., 1 Sect by air from FSB ZIGGIE

and 1 Sect by road from Nui Dat
d. 1 Sect 104 Fd Bty deploy by air from Nui Dat to FSB TRISH YS525885

e« 1 Sect 104 Fd Bty deploy from FSB JANE to Nui Dat
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This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF=C2119 (Adapted).

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF — C2118 (Adapted)

COMMANDER’S D'ARY NARRAT'VE Revised Apr. 1969

UNIT/FORMATION. 12 Fd Regt A
COMMANDING OFficir. Lt Col B R TOPFER

) Reference to
Event or Information annex letter and/
or enclosure No.

MONTH and YEAR ... .. d0 71 REFERENCE MAP. . . ... . .. .
e B
AU e |
%_ \ _ fe C Bty 5/hz(m)h deploy from Nui Dnt bjr road t;m CHERIE m;55905; ;
| { }All deployments to be completed by 051600, A
20 ' | 0725 G Bty 5/b2 ready en Bty Grid FSB CHIRIE.
21 0805 Lay o 105 PAMELA A Bty - NP
22 ! : 1220 -:_Gml;rnl of Regt Net passed to Arty Tac Main. Leoc YS450904 C/S95A.
23 1350 | B Coy 3RAR located possible bunker system at GR4O4938 - inmvestigating - NFI, |
24 1400 |Arty Tac Rear is responsible for fol clearances: GROUND (1) SAS (2) 3RAR REAR (3)
| | | Territorial Forces (4) Eastern boundary of Task Force Area (EAST of XUYAN WC)!.__
Air Clearances: Monitor all requests for air clearances, pass air data to
i |Kanga, Jade and Paris if nec. Pass Arty Tac Rear's air clearance to Arty Tac
e | 1843 | Arty Tac Rear: to operate on separate radio met with C/S 92 (10 BARIA), '
| 120 (104 Bty Nui Dat), 32A (FO HORSESHOE), Rear to monitor Reaf Net and pase
all transmissions to Arty Tac Main by direct line. |
26 i 2005 |From BC, all clearances in AO Lisa south of 80 Northing cleared by 4RAR Rear.
27 | | 2105 |Sect 104 Bty (TRISH) on Theatre Grid E762604 - N1189289.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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This form is to be enclosed with the AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF — C2118 (Adapted)
annexes in AF—C2119 (Adapted). ] Revised Apr. 1969
COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION 12 Fd Reg’ MM
MONTH and YEAR ... JON71  REFERENCE MAP. COMMANDING OFFICER Lt Coel B R TOPFER
Serial Pla:i:f;’;i:’id Date i Time Event or Information ianE:ieF;?:f o
L. & | ] | or enclosure No.
W NN el (c) | le) 5 i = e
8 | | 2340  Call on Regt Net, probably VC quote " Uc Dai Loi mumber 10," unquote. |
29 | 06 l 0900 |[ Lay on mission, SAS insertion., A Bty (PAMELA) on GR588915 - EM 0915,
30 | | | | 1620 Ammo restriction - Fuze MI'50, M564 restricted for overhead fire.
e U S ‘ BC A Bty reports £/B/3RAR heard warning shots in the area of GR513939 -
| I j_ 1810 hrs en sighted. 1 en moving South. PAMELA active at rear of bunker

| | i | __il system 300 metres from own troops. Mors cleared to fire on cut-off route.

' Results unk. N e _
e _ | 1930 | TRISH (Sect 194 Bty) active on GR547907 - movement on perimeter - EM 1958 hrs,
33 | | 1920 | Lights seen on ridge behind CAM MY, Lights moving out of CAN MY towards air :

il oy strip. _ {4, T _

% | 2215 | FromCO: ALl IF tgts should have Regt Tgt Nos (7). ‘
% | @ | 05 | Bty firing PLUIO - second tining - check fire to comence firing at correct
w0 ‘0440 | CHECK FIRE by BC A Bty on A Bty PLUTO - dead shrapmel falling in infantry |

b | | | _| location - cancelled O44%, === i |
37 \ | | 0656 | ¢ g/B/M contact bunker system GR505934. 2WIA - Bushrangers and Dustoff ! * See

| - requested. 105 PAMELA cleared - BC A Bty requested to use 104 Bty TRISH nttlehod
| enclosure,
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This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF—C2119 (Adapted).

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

- COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

AF — C2118 (Adapted)
Revised Apr. 1969

UNIT/FORMATION 12 Fd B¢ RAA

COMMANDING OFfIcCiR Lt Cel B R TOFFER

——— - S —_—— -

Reference to
annex letter and/

- or enclosure No.

_— e — =

MONTH and YEAR _ 9JUN 71 REFEREINGE MAP,...... ol
suigl] - T o e | Tme Brens e Iefarialion \
s RO RS, o) |

| | | _ | (cont) due insufficient HE ammo of one Lot No. Approved by 29 - _sl‘l.lltli_ i&y

| | €O - 104 Bty cleared on Grid 517937.
3 07 | 0730 10k Bty new firing danger close.
39 ! l 0735 EI Elements of C Sqn 1 Arldkogtmh; te area of centact: engaging and

! ’ ' destroying bumkers, i)

ko | i 0?56 .|_ Elulltl of A Sgn 3 Cav Regt rpqnh_iug_mll arms fire frﬂ the East.
b | 0801 | From 2IC - 160 reunds will arrive FSB TRISH in 10 mins. '
2 : 0822 | B/B/RAR in heavy centact, .
43 I 0925 | Ammo holdings increased te A Bty - 800 HE, Sect 104 Bty - 600 HE,
L4 j 09%0 A-t resupply state PAMELA n;q:i_.udl _E?OHE, TRISH ﬂca_iud 360HE - 360 BE

| ~on vehicles at NUI DAT for PAMELA - CO ordered one CH47 load for TRISH amd
0 T 1 | PAMELA,
45 0940 | Ammo resupply as follows: PAMELA 240 by air, 540 by road; TRISH 390 by air,
4 | 1025 | &/B/3RAR receiving continuous fire.
2 1029 | Ammo convoy departingNUI DAT at 1045. 2IC will accompany convoy - Comms Regt
| | | Net fwd. , Bl y
48 | 1035 | Further to Ser37 (2WIA) ome confirmed KIA (Aust) - 2Lt I G MATHERS - FO with

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF—=C2119 (Adapted).

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION

AF — C2118 (Adapted)
Revised Apr. 1969

12 Fd Regt . 4

Reference to
annex letter and/
or enclosure No.

(f)

MONTH and YEAR....... JUN.71 . REFERENCE MAP COMMANDING OFFICER . Lt Cel B R TOPFER

sol| | P a2 | o J fios Eound i Wimation
AR i : (e) X R gt Ty
48 | (cont) | B Coy 3RAR - 2Lt R MAIN despatched tp PAMELA to replace 2Lt MATHERS, (See

| attached enclosure).
1}9! 07 | 1105 .l_ 5/B/3RAR in comtact again, ALBATROSS 07 shot down ac through camopy - ac

| | caught fire, 2RAAF (KIA) 1 (AUSTARMY) WIA, Dustoff requested. o
50 | 110 | 3 x CHA7 loads of ammo ordered by TF Comd for TRISH,
51 o ]| 1145 _i_ 3 x CH47 of ammo approved; will arrive within 60 mins - CH47s will be on

| | ! | stand-by for ammo resupply from NUI DAT all PM 7 Jun.
52 : : 1155 | IF Comd departs for 3RAR - to recon withdrawal of treoops from comtact area -
| | area to be suppressed by arty fire, i

9 | 1207 | 5/B/3RAR in contact again.
Sh | 1402 | 6/B/VRAR in contact GRSV, el ]
2. __ 1603 | Ammo expenditure C Bty (CHERIE) on Fire Mission GR514947 - 157 rds. Mission |

] | commenced at 1352 hrs. I
5% 1705 | From 5/42 Ba - 200 rds HE resupply for C Bty departed LONG BINH for NUI DAT ‘

| ETA 1830 - 1900, Escort required from DUC THANH for move to CHERIE.

57 1915 | 2/8 Bn (US) contact GR542963 - results 1 en WIA, J
58 1915 | Check firing 105s PAMELA for Dustoff - cancel check firing 1926 hrs.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF—=C2119 (Adapted).

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF — C2118 (Adapted)

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

Revised Apr. 1969

UNIT/FORMATION L 12 Fd Reg. .AA

REFERENCEMAP. . . COMMANDING OFFICER Lt Cel B R TOPFER

| Event or Intormation | annex letter and/
| | or enclosure No.

Reference to

MONTH and YEAR.... ... JUN.71.
Serial Place and grid Date Time
reference
B A () (d) _i i le) =l
59 | 07 | 2211 C Coy 3RAR requested illum on GR509905 - ZI3140 for TA11 contact - movement
? and eqpt jangling also moaning heard. 105s PAMELA cleared by FCC 4RAR, Check
I | I _I fire ordered by BC 104 Bty as canisters were landing in his area, 81mm from
I ' TRISH were used instead of 105s from PAMELA. 81mm mors from TRISH given Rest
and EM, Survey for mors at TRISH was incorrrect. 31mm PAMELA laid on - enly
A ' 10 rds on posn.
60 08 0100 | A Bty Fire Plan PLUTO 1 commenced 0220 rds complete.
61 | 0833 | 2Lt Main now with B Coy 3RAR to replace 2Lt Mathers (KIA), .
62 | 091 | ARVN Apty & Intentiy veies imberfexence i Regt Net. LO XUAN 1OC investigating.
63 i 093 | SAS lay on Ptl 15 - 404926; PL 31 - 363917 - ; 1558 PAMELA lay on. '
64 11170 ;_81m mor illum ammo in very short supply. Use mor allum only if abselutely _i
65 ; 1210 | Naval Gun Fire - LONG HAIs - 1100-1200, 46 rds expended, Observed fire
i | eXcellent coverage - with normal results. | |
66 i 1250 | Future plans: T ol
' | 1. Left flank 4RAR to move north to SUAI NHOC ASAP, Probably B & V Coys. When

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

complete 3RAR to move SE between SUAI NHOC and SUOI LUC, HQ 3RAR to remain

e —

(f)
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This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF—=C2119 (Adapted).

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION

AF — C2118 (Adapted)
Revised Apr. 1969

12 Fd Regt A

MONTH and YEAR. .. . JUN 71 REFERENCE MAP. ... ...
Serial P[E":Ei i Date ‘ Time Event or Information
reference | |
@l | B (2 8 9 | i e} ¥
66 (cont) lj.n present loc.
| 2« Intend D Coy 4RAR to close gap to east provided liaison with 2/8(US) is
| : J successful. Comd, CO 12 Fd Regt and CO4RAR to visit FSB FANNING 081400
67 i 1520 SAS Ptl 35 comtact YS383934 - remaining in. 1600 Ptl now being extracted.
3 | Lay on mission, 105/PAMELA, 155/CHERIE GR383934. Bushrangers engaging area
| l | at 1630 hrs. 1648 hrs 105/_PAHEI_._& engaging area - Ptl 35 extracted.
68 f 1716 Elms A San 3 Cav Regt cress SUOI RAN and link up with 4RAR left. (Refer to
| telio 65). . At .
69 1825 | Clearances: All ground morth of the 80N and outside the area of OP OVERLORD
: | is 1ATF Recce Zone. Ground clearances obtained from Sector 1ATF Rear,
. ] i 1945 | BC 10k Bty request clearances of 81ma on GRS54919, Movement on wire. Pasoeds |
7 ' 2028 | Elms of A Squ 3 Cav in centact. A Coy 3RAR request Z13107 ill - allotted
, 104 Bty TRISH, 2047 hrs Sitrep: 4 - 5 pers sighted 40 - 50 metres N to NW
| engaged with SA. Movement ceased. |
72 2055 | BC 104 Bty reports movement on wire. Mor Pl 4RAR engaging.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

COMMANDING OFFICER. Lt Col B R TOPFER

' annex letter and/
| or enclosure No.

Reference to

[
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This form is to be enclosed with the AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF — C2118 (Adapted)
annexes in AF=C2119 (Adapted). Revised Apr. 1969 |

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION 12 Fd Regt .AA

MONTH and YEAR...... .. .. JON. 71 . REFERENCE MAP. . . sttt oo SR SRS COMMANDING OFFICER. Lt Coel B R TOPFER. .

_ Reference to
Event or Information annex letter and/
' or enclosure No.

> .
Serial i iia Date Time

reference

——

i
ol | B ¥ @ a —_

e ———— e — N —— L —

2. 09 | 0015 Fire Mission mear 2/3US boundary. When 3/4RAR clese to Hast. |

1« Opening reund will be WP airburst 400', |

by US 10 with ATF HQ whe will in turmn report te Arty Tac.

3. Bg & distance will be plotted on home made plotter.

wa

_lh. Msn must be reported on Regt Comd Net.

i_quroct:lnu are plotted on template of plotter to ensure that rounds de not

' |80 too close te US FOs, :
|
- 0701 |A Coy 3RAR reports track A Sqb 3 Cav had a mine incident, No damage - mine

.|S5plefed after vehicle meved passed.

7 || 0928 B Coy 3RAR reports movement - Fire Mission 514945 Bn 400 A 400,

o N | 1045 |SITREP: C Coy 3RAR probing a bunker system thought to be occupied., Tanks and

|AFCs on hand to assist. Guns laid om general area.
¢ il | TR 1058 |Aslt Pars 3RAR demolishing bunker system. Found 2VC KIA, Beleived killed

W) |by 50 cal. NFI,

) N : | 1335 |Ammo ordered through rear ech - PAMELA Fuze M564 - 30 )

TRISH Fuze M564 - 60 ) Friority 1

[Smoke WP - 30 rds Priority 2.
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF=C2119 (Adapted).

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF — C2118 (Adapted)
Revised Apr. 1969

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION .. Lt Cel B R TC. _£R

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

MONTH and YEAR..... . JUN 71 ~ REFERENCE MAP. .. ... COMMANDING OFFICER. 12 Fd Regt RAA ...
T Rl v 1 W SO beort ot Iimatin ettt and’
| | | or enclosure No.
(&) | (b) () d | (e} i i (f)
79 | 09 1955  Aslt Pur Repert: Destroyed bumkers, found another 2 bodies plus the ome the | B
| tank ran over. More bénkers in area, most have weapon racks, water points, I
' ~ cooking fires and caches. |
80 2220 | Ammo suspension: Cart 105mm HE M1 Lot No KN-808-5 Sups No 5-10721 Fuze PO
| M557 Lot No LS~99-20 in bere premature - 104 Bty Nil, A Bty Nil. !
81 | 10 0925 | Air Clearances: Forthwith we will mot request clearamces from NUI DAT for
| ) ' ______ | missions fired out of CHERIE, PAMELA and CLIFTON, However we will notify
| kN | NDT of the missions, Reason: these missions do not invelve PHUOC TUY air
J . Bpaceo e el Bhdinl] _ i
82 1005 | A Bty and 3RAR mors engaged on GR540938, suspected loc for B Coy 3RAR |
 advance. ' |
. ' | | From Comd 1ATF: Adr clearances too slow. One case this moraing took 10 mins. |
| \ _____ | DOs to check and inform AASWCC operations of need for urgency.
8# l 11 | 1110 Arty Tac will have to motify "Hunter" (RAAF ATOF with TF Main) of all fire ;
_1_ | missions. This is an extra safety precaution as a result of a near miss (or |
| just pilot panic) this morning, | |
|
|
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF—=C2119 (Adapted).

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF — C2118 (Adapted)

Revised Apr. 1969

UNIT/FORMATION 12 Fd Regt = A

COMMANDING OFFICER = Lt Cel B R TOPFER

. Reference to
'annex letter and/

- or enclosure No.

—— e — e e— = m

(e) | (f)

T —— A - = e = =

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

MONTH and YEAR..... .. JON 71 . REFERENCE MAP

o] bl (1l oot

0 T (o |

85 | N 1020 . Contact: Elms A Sqn 3 Cav Regt and DXE PL 1 ATF in contact GR412893. Ambush

| RPG & SA fire GR 5 (Aust) KIA, 3 (Aust) WIA, Enemy not seen. CHERIE, Sect
- | |- A Bty PAMELA, TRISH lay on grid 4289, Cav Sqn moving to area.
86' 1127 Further to Ser 85. Dusteff n_mplott-. Cav now sweeping area. 1 Aust likely
| | - missinge.
87 I 1742 A Bty (PAMELA) has one sect laid on GR420891, ome sect still firing on
| - GR555927.

88 sl SEBIAIN 1144 | Dvr APC & patrol comd KIA, . . . . . . | | el Ance sty 9 ST
39; SR | ~.1154 | CO in contact area briefing troops.. .

90 5 1205 | A Bty (PAMELA) - Now m--ﬁﬂ55592?.-
91 ... . .. | 1233 | Inf elms sweeping contact area.

gz.i_ i PO L S Wy ._1,423_....I, Airstrike GR4LO4902 - NFI .. . . . WAGe | s |
93? o, 1. 1440 | SAS insertion Ptl 31 GR368919. 155s CHERIE lay en - EM 1510,

94' | 1500 | 105 PAMELA adjusted on bunkers 406900 ZT2215. 155 CHERIE ZT2216.

95 | 1506 | Comtact: Elms A Sqn 3 Cav in contact with GR415895. Mine incident - RPG Fire.

| 1 Aust WIA - 105 PAMELA laid en..
96 [ 1506 . CHERIE not aval SAS insertion - engaging GR4O6900 - ZT 2216

RCDIGT02/7935



This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF—C2119 (Adapted).

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF — C2118 (Adapted)
Revised Apr. 1969

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION 12 Fd Reg AA
MONTH and YEAR, "8 T2~ REFERENCE MAP. ... ... COMMANDING OfficiR Lt Cel B R TOPFER
: | A - - | f
Serial Pla:f;ni grid Date Time Event or Information !anE::fl:r?:fa:uﬂdf
¥ E_ ce | ) e TSy _l or enclosure No.
@) | LR i} | 5 le) sl | (f)
97 .. 42 1535 | Check Fire ordered on 406902 by ATF CP., 1542 - Cancel check firing.
98 1555 | EM 155 CHERIE - air strike TOT 1610 from N 7000' 4092 JADE 02 centrolling.
9 2120 | BC C Bty 5/42 reports poss booby trap 75m SW of CHERIE. Trip flare in stack.
i . Passed to emgrs. gt s
100 | 2325 | Movement of gums: A Bty Sect PAMELA to NUI DAT 13 Jun AM
i i AL e s
, : 104 Bty Sect NUI DAT to JANE 13 Jun PM i
| Sect TRISH to new loc 15 Jun. Probably C Bty out when
| i /D Coy 4RAR have destroyed bunker system.
| g e 7 1 T N, : | |
101 i 2335 D Coy 4RAR are to move to area of SAS21 and 25 to assist in destruction of "l
il | lfb'itllk.rl. When and if they are out of range to TRISH (eg when TRISH is vacated)
| - I 'FO is to use CHERIE for support.
maf 13 1025 | Airstrike on GR406900 suspected bunker system. EM 1045 hrs. Results unk.
| | |
103 1229 | Seet A Bty ready theatre grid NUI DAT )
104 | 1352 | C Coy 4RAR im contact 425860 - Sect A Bty (PAMELA) allotted. Results sighted |
’ } . - _ ; |
ﬁ”&' en sentry engaged. En withdrew SW, |
105 | ' 1312 | Meovt of guns; Further to Ser 100: |
. |
i |1« PAMELA to be abandoned by road PM 14 Jun. Bulldozer tramsporter to be |
. - _ j |

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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This form is fo be enclosed with the AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF — C2118 (Adapted)
annexes in AF—C2119 (Adapted). ] COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE Revised Apr. 1969
UNIT/FORMATION 12 Fd Regt RAA
MONTH and YEAR ... JUN.21. . REFERENCE MAP. COMMANDING OFFICER Lt Cel B R TOPFER .
Serial P'af:f:_’;ic:”d r Date Time Event or Information ,anﬁielz?:f o
T ST R d) | le) ga i i Encl?i)we ;
105 (Cont) | 13 _ left at JANE en route to NUI DAT. h L
; 2. Seet 104 Bty to meve from TRISH to MARY (Vie 455881) by air AM 15 Jun to |
| i | inel dozer mow at TRISH. l
_i_3. JANE to be abandoned 15 Jun - time to be notified by BC - Sect 104 Bty |
" |to move NUI DAT to MARY.
' |, CHERIE - no meve before 16 Jun.
g6 1550 | Sect 104 Bty ready theatre grid - JANE,
107 1720 |C Coy 4RAR in contact GR4285. Saw 1 em approach from SW. Fired - Results:
' i1 | |1 NVA KIA (BC) 1 x AKN7 CIA,
8 | | 2020 |Arty Tac (Rear) to assume control of reaf met by 141000H,
109 1 ook5 |AO for FSB MARY EWAS to 465, N7 to 89,
"0, | % | 1347 A Bty complete NUI DAT ready theatre grid. -
."1"% | 1510 |81mm mors - 3RAR mow loc PAMEIA.,
112 1527  |104 Bty Movements: 1. Move by air TRISH to MARY should be complete by
by b RS S GRS O | :
l[ 2e Move by road JANE te MARY will start as soon as Sect :
| is in action at MARY - should be complete by midday. |
RCDIGT102/7935
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This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF—C2119 (Adapted).

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF — C2118 (Adapted)
Revised Apr. 1969

- COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION 12 Fd Regt _4A
MONTH and YEAR...... JUN.?1.  REFERENCE MAP . COMMANDING OFFICER. It Col B R TOPFER
ol P s | owe | e s e
[l it | LAl ol e S | or enclosure No.
. R SR VAT W O TR " R MR R
113 , . 14 1530 = A Bty stand down. One Sect is to stand down tonight 14 Jum. |
114 15 | 0001 | Freq change to 58.45 MC - immediately drowned out by TF Comd Net on 58.90MC. i
8 ~ Changed to alternate freq of 54,20 |
115 i 0845 JANE cleared on GR414351 possible contact. 5 en seen moving W away from
' | C Coy 4RAR loc - mil results.
116 0930 | 20A 104 Bty ready Bty Grid 454378 (MARY).
oo IR 58 1010 | Ammo default on Fuze Lot MA18-98, MA18-99 and MA10-1 sent te Capt Knox. .
104 Bty at JANE fired 20 blinds last ni about 1700 hrs. |
118 1350 104 Bty complete at MARY GR454378 ready on Theatre Grid. |
119 | k 1600 | Airstrike tgts for "Free Airstrikes" will be cleared daily for ground by CP |
| and requested for air clearances when required. Tgts 15/5 GRS65830; _
: AN S |
120 ; 2120 | G/840 (C Bty) reported a VC sighting st 342925 - 100 pers sensor reading. |
? '  Clearances ebtadned. Allotted 9 rds FFE. B/C engaged at 200/0600,
121 16 1120 Unidentified ac in grid565633. Advice received from Sector - Air call could _'
I . not contact ac - not known by KANGA or JADE, CH47 sent to look in gen area -
~ ac had left - established to be a jet and dropped HE bombs ~ nil casualties.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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This form is to be enclosed with the AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF — C2118 (Adapted)
annexes in AF—C2119 (Adapted). Revised Apr. 1969

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION .. .. 12 Fd Regt R.. .

MONTH and YEAR.........JUN.24. . REFERENCEMAP. ... ..o .. COMMANDING OFFICER Lt Col B R TOPFER .. .
Seriall Fisoe mud gnid Date Time Event or Information !anE:iElZ?:f a::lf
B0 RN | bl | sk, Ce N I sty e _| or enclosure No.
i e T R L S (e ! bl [

_1:_52_: R 2020 | Semsor String 21 activated GR380689. 3 pers mov East A Bty fired onm |
' e, _f_ GR385690. Further activation String 21 @ 2036 hrs. |
12;_"__' L A | ; | 213%6 __i”mthr activations String 21 GR385640, Fire Mission ordered A Bty on above | |
; | | grid and on grid 377637 - total rds expended 33. l
124 _________ 1.9 0845 | C Coy 4RAR in contact at GR436844, 6 en emgaged - withdrew N. |
125 | | |1004 | BCoy 4RAR in comtaet again at GR43784k4- results 1 en KIA. =
. NN | 1427 | C Bty 5/42 depart FSB CHERIE,
N 1600 | C Bty - ready NUIDAT, .
128 | | | 1840 | B Coy 4RAR in comtact GR418894 - 104 Bty cleared on GR422899 contact msn f
| engaged - 2 en sighted, Results 1 KIA, 1 WIA (Pess) 1 AKA7 CIA. | i
S 1900 | B Coy 4RAR comtact: 5 - 10 VC sighted. Results 1 KIA (dragmarks), 1 AKK7 CIA, '
P Mee ) }[ PURRL W | L I e S _
"3"-‘? poe 18 0905 | CCoy 4RAR contact GRW14344 - 4/6 VC engaged 104 Bty MARY engaging - EM 0930,
I ' i_ Nil results. _ | |
- A i } 0930 | 104 Bty lay on SAS Ptl 31 extraction. lf
132 | i__1123 | C Coy 4RAR contact GR432841 - 104 Bty cleared to fire GR432849 - 3 en '
| | i | contacted. 1 bunker found - now probably camp not bunker. NFI, |
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This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF=C2119 (Adapted).

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION

COMMANDING OFFICER

Event or Information

e B ——

| le)

| SAE Ptl 14 extracted 1500 hrs - 104 Bty lay on_GR:';'bQ922 - 'I'gl:_ No ZQ2009.

| SAS lay on msn GR410911 - 104 Bty. Timings 0900 - 0930 and 0930 - 1000,

Contact msn from MARY GR415835 EM without being fired? Friendly contact

| Lay on SAS 319693. 1330 - 1400 104 Bty.,

| Fire Plan MIKI MOTO - - H Hour not before 210800. LZ prep GR345711.

| Ammo 100 x 105mm, 50 x 155mm. Regt Net to be used by FOs.

| C Bty will be at priority call 4RAR - 210830 to EM. BC 104 Bty te call for
C Bty or A Bty fire on Regt Net, =~

C Cey 4RAR comtact - 4VC sighted GRU36742, Engaged - nil results.

Sect A Bty ready ZIGGIE Theatre Grid.

MONTH and YEAR. ... JON 71 REFERENCE MAP.
Serial PIECE{ and grid Date Time
| re EFE.I"I_L'.E . - ¢ 3l
a) b) ' (e) 2] i, 8
15_.'5_! 18 | 1400
134 19 0900
| | EM 1030 hrs.
135 | 433
| | no cas.
e I
136 | 20 1015
137 1300
138 1636
139 | 1800
e I 1900
W | n Tl |
%2 0930 |
143 0945

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Dustoff FSB MARY - Gnr C R ROBINSON accidently wounded while on listening

| patrol. Wounded right shoulder and chin - wpn M16 owned by Lbdr TRIFFETT,

AF — C2118 (Adapted)

12 Fd Regt ._A
Lt Col B R TOPFER ..

| 88Z for RAAF FO Trg & LZ prep for SAS E31 - 33, N69 - 72 ASAP - 1200, Cleared

Revised Apr. 1969

Reference to
annex letier and/
or enclosure No.

——— e re————

(f)
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF=C2119 (Adapted).

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

UNIT/FORMATION.

&

AF — C2118 (Adapted)
Revised Apr. 1969

12 ¥d Regt . A

COMMANDING OFFICER. .. Lt Cel B R TOPFER

—— o o —

Event or Information

e — - —— e e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

i_Rahinnn evacuated to 1 Aust Fd Hosp - condition uri_nua. (Hnto: Gnr ROBIHSG!I I

Contact B Coy 4RAR 3 en approached from S - nil results.

'A Sqn 3 Cav Regt contact GR%442940, 105mm (104 Bty MARY) Illum GR436940.

/104 Bty MARY has expended 25 rds Illum. 78 rds remaining on loc.

| 104 Bty MARY cleared to engage GR452948 Ammo resup 137 rds from A Bty.,
|Further to Ser 145 Results of contact 12 VC KIA, 1 VC WIA - cease loading
(0102, EM 0115, 21 packs, 2 AK 47s, 4 KPis now recovered.

_|A Bty Sect ZIGGIE laid on msn for SAS (13) GR555997 from 0845 to 0945 - (not

_[15omm CARMEN cleared GR473504 and 476576 VC .sighting. EM at 2310 hrs,
/A Bty ND sighting SA explosion and Illum 2700m range 7-OK.Notified 1ARU

because patrol at GR433630 contacted person on scooter.

MONIH and YEAR......... JHH71 — REF_ERENCE MAP.
ol P9 e
i ARt LT e i (e)
143 (Cont) 21 ‘

§ | | {‘Iﬂ.ﬂ Medevaced to Aust 28 Jun 71).
1"‘*| . 1840
145 ' 2235

o _E_Reaultn 6VC KIA, 1VC WIA,
146 e A .
147, 2 | ows
™ 0115
9. 1530  |OPDEM to 104 Bty - 200 rds EE.
ol 2200  |Comms Control have a 24 hr surveillance on Regt Net.
151 25 | o2s

|fired).

152 | 2015 |4 5qu 3 Cav found 1 VC woun
153 WRE e
154 2 0515

Reference to
!-‘:mnne:.«ahetht-:!r::lm:i*I
| or enclosure No.

| A
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF—=C2119 (Adapted).

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF — C2118 (Adapted)
Revised Apr. 1969

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION. 12 Fd Regt _AA |

——— e ==

COMMANDING OFFICER . Lt Cel B R TOPFER . .

= —— = e —

~ Sect 104 Bty moved from MARY to reoccupy FSB JANE for day only - ready

2 ac reported large explosion in area ES4 - 56, N55 = 56, Sector informed -
| Ref Ser 157. Air Op observed secondary explosions at GR720726. Probable

_Ac reports a number of explosions - probably mors in GS4362, No knowledge

_of Arty/Mors active, Sector notified. Suspect HOA LONG or LONG DIEN fired

fire eventually cancelled. Late report: Inf CP advised guns were US Arty.

A Bty air request for calibration of eqpt from ND to ZIGGIE at 260800 hrs.

MONTH and YEAB... RIS &, . REFER__ENCE MAP
ol Moo | ol e, Bt o i
e LT !l ) * )
75;5 ) i zi ______ - 0700
N 9 5 at 0705.
156| 1040 | A Bty lay on GR344702 for SAS imsert (mot fired).
157 __: 1400 ‘
158/ 1537 '
| | _answer: VNs demolition of WP rds,
159 I 1640
160! | 1652
_mors without clearamnce - NFI, =
161 2330
162 25 | 0130 | End of Mission Naval Gunfire, Ammo expenditure 15 rds ALI.
163 | | 0900
i | 1000 hrs calibration postponed - machine umnserviceable.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

~Naval gunfire - on grids 697810,704756, 720726, 680635. EM 1605, HMAS BRISBANE,
|

|

Friendlies in LONG KHANH received incoming Arty near their loc. Was not Aust |
_guns as they were out of range. Check fire passed to XUAN LOC/BIN HOA, Check |

Reference to
annex letter and/

" or enclosure No. |

()
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF—C2119 (Adapted).

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION

AF — C2118 (Adapted)
Revised Apr. 1969

12 Fd Regt A _.

COMMANDING OFFICER.. Lt Col B R TOPFER .

—

. Reference to
' annex letter and/

Event or Information |
or enclosure No.

| i " . AN 3 | |

— ! |._. e
L

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

——— ——— . ——

V Coy URAR contact grid square 4285 105mm MARY on grid 425851 - Dustoff on |

~ standby - Bushranger sp requested. 2Pl now receiving heavy MG fire both

 sides - 2NZ WIA - elms C Sqn 1 Armd Regt moving to area. | !

V Coy 4RAR now requested more Bushranger and Cobra sp. En closed up on

81mam mors from 420 - 824 into GR420850 in sp of conmtact.

C Sgn 1 Armd elms now in area - bunker system.

T e tek - Se Souup 720 EE %o MARY,
-

engaged 408788

_engaged 410853
_engaged 420850, 417845, 415845,

on GR423851 - NFI,

move to MARY - AM 26th.

Route 15 cleared. Culvert blown at GR253719, 1/3rd bitumen blown away.

MONTH and YEAR ... JUN.21 _ REFERENCE MAP
wa] St [ [
ko e IO W IR W Wi
163 25 ‘ 1155
i ‘ : ‘
| |
il | i
164 1210
_ l ‘ | 2P1. Arty nmow in to 200m. 3 NZ WIA,
165 i R
el 3% |
"57__; ! 1520 | CS in area of contact
163: 1700 | Arty sp of contact at
g 1e 81mm loc GR420824
2+ 105mm MARY
W SR 3. 105 & 81mm
169 25 2132 | 104 Bty (MARY) active
1?0; j 2202 | 104 Bty (MARY) active
171 | | 2230 | Ammo resup 610 rds to
172 2% 0655
| | |
s

~crater 2m deep 10 - 15m wide, US pers there now. ;
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This form is to be enclosed with the AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF — C2118 (Adapted)
annexes in AF—C2119 (Adapted). Revised Apr. 1969

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION 12 Fd Reg. sAA

MONTH and YEAR........ dON.21 REFERERRCE- R o e Sl COMMANDING CFFICER. Lt Col B R TOPFER ..

Place and grid b | - i w | Refelrence h:::fJlr
ate | ime vent or Intormation |
reference | annex letter and
| | or enclosure No. |

—— — = e —
—— S ——————— e e = — P

\al | (b) (c) (d) (e) b el L g

= —— — e — = — = —

1_73 | | 26 0725 il Ref_.Sur 171 Ammo resup arrived FSB H:EY-

Serial

174 Ao |l 9T 1206 | Sitrep from BC 104 Bty. Tank elms moving into extensive bunker system |

'_GR‘_H?BIEB. Have found communications wire. Starting to sweep S. Have also

found cooking gear.

' I 1256 | Further sitrep BC 101} Bty 1F1 V Coy has heard digging. Found 2 bodies and | | i
| many tracks leading S.

176 || 1352 | Ammo resup - 560 rds - to MARY,

ud || 1400 | C Coy URAR to be airlifted to GRU0BBSS. R |
o | 52 | Bushranger A19 engaging GRM17843. 2.75" rockets, J

w, .. ... % | 0030 |HNaval gunfire 01 Jul - 31 Jul 71 - MR3,
| B TR N A (. B L RO .

| 3 TUSS RUPETUS B=-21  5/38 guns

| s mBtRER B @<= 0 O S/Beams
| NGFIO requires dates aval for 1ATF,

180 " ROR 1330 | 104 Bty MARY Lay On GR513929 for SAS insertion. EM 1420 (not fired).

| || 1600 | Sect 104 Bty moving to GS 4376 convoy leaving NUI DAT first light 28 Jun.
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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

AF — C2118 (Adapted) |
Revised Apr. 1969

This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF=C2119 (Adapted).

UNIT/FORMATION. 12 Fd Regt ._A
MONTH and YEAR ... . JUN. 71 . - REFERENCE MAP.. . : COMMANDING OFFICER. . Lt Col B R TOFFER. ..
Gy P!a::f;r;icgfid Date ‘ Time Event or Information @anE:iEI:?:f and/
U Gl : | _ L | or enclosure No.
75 YT TR (T D R 1 DB % Y o SR
Bt .. 27 | 19%0 | VC sighting GR446556 - 81mm mors engaging from Mike Strike Force. !
183f 28 ' 0800 |r LFT and 105 (A Bty ND) lay on Grid 3773 for JWIC insertion (fired).
13"’| i ' 0900 Sect 104 Bty ready Sect Grid 43807653, FSB MAUREEN (C/S20) alt 100m ‘
I | o, frontage 50m, |
185 424 | V Coy 4RAR has found track system used in last 24 hrs by 10 - 15 pers -
i | indications are they are carrying wounded - GR4285,
186 | 1600 | FSB MAUREEN Ready Theatre Grid.
187 i 1850 | 3 Aust injured by mor rd impacting GR552705. C Bty NUI DAT 1aid on - mors |
i ' | found to be friendly 1903EM - 155mm. '
188 2015 | Sect 104 MAUREEN wants auth to fire 150 rds - refers Ser 185.
b A | 2112 | DUC THANH requested continuous illum GR455748 MAL GR471734. Sect 104 Bty
Plorgams | MATREEN given Fire Mem 1G - 9 rds illum, EM2128 hrs.
"99_! |29 | 012 | 3F1V Coy 4RAR contact. Sentry engaged small gp of em, En returned fire.
? * | 81m MARY ongaging GRI38858,
191 0139 | 8/10 en - sentry's claymores malfunctioned - used M60s - sweep not conducted
due to high grass. Sweep in AM, Mors continuing fire on cut-off routes. l
EM 0145 hrs,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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This form is to be enclosed with the AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF — C2118 (Adapted)
annexes in AF—C2119 (Adapted). Revised Apr. 1969

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION 12 Fd Regt 1

MONTH and YEAR_. . 9% T3 ~ REFERENCE MAP. COMMANDING OFficer Lt Col B R TOPFER
BF o O PR - e P, ool
i g _ LI, | "o anelasura Mo
0 BT i A N d) | | (e) ET i | (F)
1_9:-__'! | |29 | 2100 | 104 Sect (MARY) fired illum in sp comtact C Coy 4RAR GR418830 c.;;tinum M

I 30 secs. | yris | |
195| ” 30 0509 Sp Coy 4RAR in contact GR437872 - heard movt to N and engaged claymores and |
et | | MG also heard movt S & W. Suspect 2/3 en. Sweep to be conducted first light.
194! E 30 ‘ 1620 | Sect 104 Bty MARY Lay On GR390925 for SAS(Ptl 35) extraction 1700 hrs.
. Sl { } 1820 | Possum A23 observed 2 explosions in bunker area from 105mm fired out of i
1| | MARY, BC requested additional rds - 30 granted, Total rds fired 69HE 3WP, l
: | | AMMUNITION EXPENDITURE 25 May - 24 Jun 7" Uk | ,
| | 105mm o e I S . . \ f
n | 105mm K. SO 8 i
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This form is to be enclosed with the AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF — C2118 (Adapted)
annexes in AF-C2119 (Adapted). Revised Apr. 1969

COMMANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE
UNIT/FORMATION . 12 Fd Regt

. 4)

MONTH and YEAR. . Jun T1. . . el REFERENCE MAP.. . .. . . . e,  COMMANDING OFFICER Lt Col B.R. Topfer. ...

Place and grid ) _ Reference to
f 9 Date Time Event or Information annex letter and/
reterence or enclosure No.

(a) (b) (c) (d) le) ()

Serial

~|'The following is a list of visitors to 12 Pd Regt during the month of June Tts|
- 2= FanTL [ D Red e O'Neill accumpanied--hjr-Lt--ﬂ-a}.---R;-F; Morrisons  Visit was for - -

.|discussion on Commanders War Diary,

20-21FunT] |Lt Col R, Barrett ADEME - visit to 12 Fd Regt LAD, et by Capt John Vordike,

24Jum71 |  |Visit by Minister of Army - The Honorable Andrew S Peacock and Party. Party |

_|had discussion with CO and visited FSB ZIGGIE, Courtney Hill - met BC 104 Bty | =

T e e ——
'

_|Maj K F Towning, Bdr F.C, Hegerty (104 Bty) met his father-in-law, Secretary|

2 L0 AR ___|for Army Mr B, White, The Party also visited Arty Tac.

é5Jun71 Joennn Cok - Hofferman US- Army -=-00-23rd - Arty Gps - Discussion with CO and Bty Comd

|G Bhye
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12 Fd Regt RAA
NUI DAT  SVN

'f};{ Jun 71
v =
See Distribution List
ARTILLERY LESSONS LEARNED
ON OPERATION OVERLORD
5 - 14 JUN 71
Introduction
i Op Overlord was the first opportunity that 12 Fd Regt had to operate

as a unit with all guns in range of most targets. The lessons learned are
mostly a reiteration of established drillswhich have fallen into disuse due
to their nature, and pace of operations up to 5 Jun 71,

2e In the following paragraphs a number of suggested remedial measures
are mentioned. It is intended to implement these with separate instructions
at the appropriate time. | ‘

Communications
Se Op Overlord required the Task Force to be split into two elements;

those directly concerned with the operation and the remainder or rear
element., It was found impracticable to have all artillery sub-stations on
one net and the Regimental Command Net was split on the evening of 5 Jun.
In future TF operations, the regimental net should be split as soon as TF
Main HQ and with it Arty Tac Main, are operating. A code word will be
required for the change.

L, Due to the proximity of nets, there were many occassions when
frequencies had to be changed to prevent 'breaking-in.' It is important
therefore that control be exercised over the allocation and changing of
frequencies, It is proposed to implement the following plan starting with
SO0Is for guly
a, Frequencies will be allocated for the following nets:

(1) Regimental Command

(2) Regimental Air/Ground

(3) Battery Command

(4) Battery Shooting

(5) ILAD

(6) Survey

(7) Nui Dat Arty (AASWCC)

(8) Defence (Nui Dat)

(9) Spare. All the remaining frequencies allocated to the Regiment.

b, All requests for frequency changes will be made to Arty Tac where
a complete list of frequency allocation is to be maintained.
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ce When meking up SOIs, the Signals Supervisor should allocate
frequencies to avoid, as far as possible, clashes with other nets,
This applies particularly in the case of gun batteries and
battalions, and the Supervisor will have to liaise with battalion
signals officers to achieve the best allocation.

5e On 12 Jun 71, A Sqn 3 Cav and B Coy 4RAR/NZ (Anzac) moved to
support the contact by D & E P1 west of Courtenay Hill. The result was a
deterioration in the net because sub-stations west of the hill could not
hear those to the east, It was necessary to impose Directed Net conditions.
It was apparent that no operators including those at Arty Tac were familiar
with the drill which is set out in Signals Training (A1l Arms) Pamphlet 7.
All operators must be familiar with the contents of this publication.

6o In the situation in para 5, six FOs including two MFCs joined the
regimental net. This led to further confusion. Arty Tac should have allotted
a frequency to the FO with the commander of the ground troops for use as an
tinternal' net for the FOs in the area, As far as is practicable, this will
happen in the future.

7o A direction was issued by TF Sig Sqn on the correct method of
transmitting encoded grid references. The format excludes the word "Shack"
but includes the words "I set,''" The form of transmitting encoded grid
references will be:

"I set Alpha bravo (short break) charlie delta echo (short break)
foxtrot golf hotel."

Defensive Fire Targets

8e Data for DF targets should be prepared by all guns within range.

Op Overlord was the first occassion on which all the guns in support of

the Task Force were able to engage all DF targets. To achieve the desired
circulation of target information, all DF targets should be given regimental
(ZT) numbers and the information circulated, by the originating battery
commander, to all fire units within range as well as to Arty Tac and other
BCs. The originator can specify the units he wants or does not want to
engage if he so desires for safety reasons.

Ammunition

e The system of twice daily ammunition returns proved inadequate

on 6 = 7 June., If ammunition expenditure has been, or is anticipated to be,
heavy it is important that holdings are known by the CO and the 2IC for the
planning of resupply. To this end, GPOs must be prepared to submit accurate
ammunition returns to Arty Tac at five minutes notice,

104 It became apparent during the operation that the system of
ammunition accounting at the gun positicns is inadequate. If GPOs are to
meet the requirement stated in para 9 above, they must ensure that
accurate records of expenditure and receipt are maintained both at
battery/section level and at the gun detachment level, regardless of the
pressures of events at the time.

Clearances

11 The safety distances stipulated in 1 ATF SOPs closer than which
opening rounds will not be directed to friendly troops, include two
elements., The first allows for inherent weapon errors and danger area.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG102 /7935



o

T second allows for map inaccuracy and errors in the declared coordinates
0. Jriendly troops. This second element accounts for a distance of approx-

imately 400 metres within the 1000 metre rule. It can safely be ignored in
the case of:

a. Fixed installations such as fire suppcrt bases
and

b. troops occupying a clearly defined line such as a stream or
road or remaining in a positively fixed location.

An amendment may be made to 1 ATF SOPs which will allow fore flexibility in
thke application of the 1000/1500 metres rule. This will be subject to
direction by the Comd 1 ATF,

Danger Close Procedure

124 Similarly flexibility could be authorised for the application of
Danger Close procedure. In the case of heavy contact, it is considered that
the FO should adjust for fire onto the target as quickly as possible rather
than use the lengthy Danger Close procedure., The latter guarantees minimum
risk to own troops, and in the case specified above, it is considered that
greater risk from friendly artillery is justified.

13, On the other hand, it does not seem justifiable to ignore the
procedure when not in contact and adjusting DF targets, or when a contact
involves one or two enemy only. In these cases, when the danger to own troops
from enemy is small or nil, an increase in hazard from friendly artillery
would not seem to be justified.

Liaison

14, The concept of opcraticans involved problems of liaison to ensure
that friendly troops did not clash. These problems involved the artillery
no less than ground troops. They pramched their peak towards the end of the
operation when all three battalions were in very close proximity. In future
operations of this nature, it will be advisable for the Regiment to send an
IO to the allied ground troops location that contains guns in range. This
L0 could then smocth the progress of clearance for artillery fire. However
battery commanders must obviously take into consideration the positions of
other friendly troops when coordinating the DF requests of their battalion.

I1lumination Malfunction

15. The inherent inaccuracy of predicting the illumination shell mal-

function grid was revealed on one occassion. A malfunction grid was cleared
which was 800m away from another FSB., When the illumination was fired, its

carrier was received at that FSB. Battery Commanders should be particularly
careful in clearing malfunction grids winen there are troops on the line of

fire., For information, the criterion stipulated by a US directive is 1000m

around the grid of malfunction.

Arty Tac (Forward Only)

16, It is advisable for eight extra men to be taken on deployment.
This is to allow for the sctting up and working of the HQ concurrently
with the preparation of defensive works. These men should be returned to
Nui Dat on about D plus two. A list of the personnel essential to the
manning and the availabj’: y of soldiers for local defence is:
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ae CP Manning

CcO

BC HQ Bty
Duty Officers
Admin/Sigs Sgt
Sigs

Clerks

Batmen

{ﬂm::AMAA

TOTAL

b. Available for Manning Local Defence Gun Post

Sig 1
Clerk L
Batmen pod
Sgt 3
TOTAL 5
17 When the HQ deploys by ACV, the vehicle should be set up for

operations before it leaves Nui Dat. On arrival at the forward location, it
should become an operating Arty Tac HQ just by the unloading of loose stores.
The HQ would then be operating whilst any more elaborate structure is erected.

18. Arty Tac must be prepared to monitor all nets in the Regiment, though
not more than two simultaneously.

19 Arty Tac must receive ammunition returns at the scheduled times and
therefore the air/ground net must be manned at those times. This will allow
the CO to issue orders for ammunition resupply based on the best current
information.
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LBdr Maher now proceeded to direct the fire of A Battery and subsequently
O4 Battery very close to 5 Platoon, whilst the remainder of the company
¢losed up to reinforce the platoon. In the ensuing fire fight more
casualties were received by 5 Platoon, a Helicopter on a re

dustoff mission was shot down and 2Lt Ian Mathers, the wi

shot and killed. Gnr Kelly played a prominent in

and wounded. and a cre

1

part
In the former category were the pilot

crashed helicopter.
And this declaration was made

by body count, but better, they demolished five bunkers by fire and

driving over them which probably accounted for more enemy losses. At the
closing stages of this battle, the troop was joined by number > Troop

and later by D Company of 3RAR. Together, these three elements swept
through the bunker system whilst Capt Yan Yerbury, the FO with D Company,

provided thﬁn{!g.l.on support to the east flank.

the 15th of June,

A1t

Operation Overlord started

normal areas of interest. Was the operat

on towns,

tacks
plans had been
and reinfore

mainly of the 3rd Battalion of 335rd NVA

the troops gathered for
Battalion had established a large

w
S &
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Subject: GComtact 7 Jun 71 - Notes for Comd's Diary.

1e Atnguu“ﬁ&lu.’ﬂl%hﬂnlulnimumot
approximately metres from thems Being so late, they withdrew some 200 metres
and adjusted Sect A Bty onto the camp area, At this time two enemy were seen
briefly as they fled South Vest from the camp.

2 The following morning at 0600 hrs, 5 Fl moved forward to the camp site
with A Bty firing in front of them as they moved. At 0645 hrs, they came into
d

heavy contact at a range of 15 metres.

De Lbdr Maher, the FO Asst with 5 Pl used the fire already being employe
and brought it in to 100 « 150 metres, Seet 104 Bty
employed to the North and East of the contact area

:
]
:

at,
re
of the contact area closed up and linked up with 5 Fl
Pl

mmnm.tumnmmrm

Je At approx 0945, 2 Lt Mathers was hit by en £° “iwe
utes later., .
6e The contact continued with Lbdr Maher once again contrelling

At approx 1030 hrs, Sect C Bty 5/42 Arty (155 men) were
NE and E of the contact area. Their fire was adjusted to 400 metres,

Maher continued to employ fire, coord this with continuous heli-
keeping fire on the enemy at all times. The only

:
I
f
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12 Fd Regt RAA

NUI DAT SVN
Jul 71

See Distribution List
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