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AVMMUNITION MANAGEMENT

1e Responsibilities for the management of ammunition within
1 ATF are set out below.

g, Policy., G Branch at HQ 1 ATF and within units are
responsible for determining general policy, quantities
to be held and forecasting requirements.

b,  Provisioning. Based upon G Branch unit/HQ 1 ATF
forecasts, @ Branch HQ 1 ATF is responsible for arranging
with 1 ALSG the delivery of ammunition to delivery points,
TFMA (when established) or gun lines.

Co Demands. Until such time as the TFMA is able to hold
stocks on the ground unit demands should normally reach

ol Representative HQ 1 ATF by 1500 hours two days prior to
day that delivery is required as no ammunition is held

at 1 ALSG and time is reguired for effecting detail
inspection, issue from US Ord Depot VUNG TAU, loading and
delivery by daily road convoy to the NUI DAT area. 1In &
Ttactical emergency and for unforecasted operations deliver-
les may be effected at shorter notice in these events
demends should arrive at HQ 1 ATPF not later than 1500 hours

prior to day of delivery.

d, Stockstates and Usage Rates. Units are to maintain
records of stock levels %u be maintained, actual holding,
and should endeavour to establish usage rates as a basis
for planning., It is a command regponsibility to ensure

that adequate stocks including reserves are held +o support
operations,

e, Storage, Maintenance and Inspection., Storage,

Maintenance and Tnspection of second line holdings is a

Q Branch responsibility. Within units storage, mainten-
ance and inspection is a GS responsibility. An Ammunition
Technician is attached to det 27 oup Pl within the 1 ATF
TFMA. He is to conduct periodicsal inspections of unit
ammunition holdings and report on their condition and
storage as directed by Q Branch HA 1 ATF. Units may
request advice of the technician through HQ ARU/TFMA.,

An instruction on Unit vtorage of Ammo in the Field is
attached at Annex A,

f. Melfunctions. Reporting of malfunctions is a G
Brancﬁ'reapﬂnaiﬁilityi Malfunctions are to be reported
immediately through the TOC Duty Officer and confirmed in
writing through G Branch. An instruction on the reporting
of malfunctions is attached st Annex B.

8. Suspensions. Proclamination of ammunition suspen-
slons 1s a G Branch function. Imnediately upon rececipt

of advice of a suspension units are to examine stocks held
and segregate suspended lots. In order to facilitate such

action lots where ever possible should be kept segregated

and identified from time of receipt. G Branch HQ 1 ATPF
is to be advised of quantities of suspended items held

and any effect it has on current operations. Demands for

{Eplacement 1f required are to be in accordance with para
C. above,

2 B,
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h., Containers., Not less than 25% of containers fo
' ammunition held should be retained for the backlmadiﬁg

of suspended ammunition should the need arise. -
i. Backloading. Backloading of suspended ammunition 1is
to be requested of Q Branch HQ 1 ATF by units.

J s Ammunition in Short Supply. Certain ammunitions are
in theatre/world-wide short supply. For these USARV

issue ASRs (Availsble Supply Rates). ASRs cannot be
exceeded without seeking approval through HQ II Field
Force Vietnam, Proclamation and secking the rgising of
ASRs is a Q Branch responsibility. As soon as the need

to obtain the raising of ASRs is anticipated the following
should be advised:

(1) DODAC, number.

(2) Type of ammunition,

S

(3) Quantities requested above ASR per weapon per day.
(4) Number of weapons rcquested for,

(5) Approximete number of days involved and the
reason, e.g. "required for support of Operation BL N

Other ammunition msy be in local short supply at VUNG TAU
from time to time. Forecast of requirements should be
made therefore so that the required ammunition may be
procured from elsewhere within the theatre.

Aannexess A, Unit dbvorage of Ammunition in the Field,
Bs Malfunction Reports Ammunition and Explosives.

Distribution:
Distribution List A.

.nternal:
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o4
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1028074



ANNEX A TO

TR | HQ 1 ATF R1300/1/1
" ﬂm 66

UNIT STORAGE OF AMMUNITION IN THE FIELD

GENERAL

i Correct storage of ammunition in SOUTH VIETNAM must be
regarded of prime importence by all units. Incorrect storage
results in unacceptable hazards to personnel living in the vicinity
of ammo storage areas and particularly in this tropical environment,
1t also causes malfunctions which may be disastrous whilst on
operations.

STORAGE IN THE TROPICS

2 As found in SOUTH VIETNAM, the rain fohlowed by intense
sunlight combine to produce conditions of hest shd humidity, which
greatly accelerate the deterioration of ammunition and packing
materials. TFungi may attack the cloth components, such as
propelling charge bags, fabric nmachine gun belts, and bandoliers
end ropes. Termites can eat through dunnage, ammo boxes and fibre
containers. Rain and direct sunlight can affect the explosives
themselves., The importance of the following requirements can NOT
be over emphasised:

a., Adequate dunnage rmust be found for ammo storage.
Ammo must NOT be stored on the ground,

b, Ammo must be protected from both direct sunlight and
rain,

C.,. Adequate ventilation must be provided to prevent
"sweating",

¢ 58 klways store ammo in the containers provided unless
required for immediate use.

e, Ensure that the ammo is stored in such a manner and
location that accidental initiation of the ammo or initiation
by enemy action will not result in casualties to friendly
troops.

PROTECTION AGAINST THE WEATHER

i % Stacking.

8 Dunnage is to be provided so that the ammo is at least
three inches off the ground. As ammo is generally received
palletized, these provide an ideal basis for storage where
dunnage is not available, Local timber can also be uscd
for 'this purpose.

b, The® ideal size for cach stack is 9 feet x 9 feet x
> feet high, for easec of covering, speed of issue and
ventilation,

ce , If drainage is poor, ditches should be dug around
the stacks, '

4 Covered accommodation. Ammunition should alweys be stored
out of the direct rays of the sun and protedted from rain.

2 I The priority for the allocation of covered
accommodation is:

(1)  BL Cartridges, eg 155mm Propelling charges.

+ (2) Pyrotechnics including smoke grenades, trip flares.

2/ (3)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT028074



(3) Reciket motors including 84mm and 3.5 Rockets.
(4) Demolition Explosives and ancillary stores, .
(5) Mortar Ammumnmition,

(6) “F Eurer;“ate meunitinn and 105mm Carts.,

(7) QF Tixed Ampunition eg 106mm,

(8) Gronades Ho.

|
‘-'.".‘l

(9) :r;:ﬂ.n.i-..-u ‘-»J.I.].-....-J..Lg
(10) " Small Arms Ammo.
(11) BL Shell eg 155mmn.

D Whers terpaulins are used, adequate provision is to be

made for U”IELllﬁnﬁAF The tap of the tarpaulin should not

rest on the Lop of the stack or im contact with boxes, but -
should be raiged fron the top of the stack at least six

inches., Probecuive gides should be used, unless the roof
overlaps guifficientliy to prevent driving rain and direct
sunlight.

C. Undergrcurd stcrage may by used, however care must be
exercised o ensure thet ventilation is good. Poor vent-

ilation will result in sweating which often leads to mis-

fires and molfuncticiia. -
STORAGE
D Ammunition should, wierever “qctﬁrdlly possible, be stored
in such a loeation and sucll & menier that should an explosicn
occur, the entire .mme dump is not destroyed and that the lives
of friendly trocps awve'not endans de The following general =
storage instructicns -hould be cbserveds:

., Outside Safely Distances.

bR T WL T W el g il e o mamet W ol e T i il ol A - il il

(1) Minimum outside safety distances between Ammo

ﬂhul.bf locations and key military instaliations such
as TPOL depots is 600 yds.

(2) To aveld neing involved in any aircraft accident
it should not be stacked even temporarily within 200
yds of a2 runway or LZ,

(3) Civilian and military hospitals should not be
within 1500 yards .

(4) No consideration has been given to lethsl range
of “rugnﬁnt' in determining these distances with the
exc:phion that hogpitals will normelly be outside
the - range of fraguents

b, Inside Sole tq;lgg&fﬁ.es, Although it may not he possible
to nmmpky 5 500§ ¢_th Ammunition end Explosives Regujations on
g unit level the Unit Areus, for calculating distances
between slacke and compatability, the following precautions

mast e obscrved. :

;.r. I.._!Er**

(1) Rockets and rocket motors if ignited terd to fly
end scatter., They should be protected by travrses
of sandbags or carth or by natural features. This
applies to Cerl Gusteff Ammo, 3.5 Rockets and S6mm
LAW when held.

§2) Bulk detonators sre to be stored on theiyr ovm

3 (3)

n isolated locations.
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(3) Ammunition filled with white phosphorus is to be
isolated from other ammunition in an area adjacent

’ to a readily evailable supply of water., If water
is not aveilable buckets or othir containers will
be kept filled with water at each location. A
speciael first ald kit for treatment of white
phosphorus burns will alsc be provided at each
location. (ie. 4% Copper Sulphatc/Soft Soap
solution in wide mouth jars).

6, kach ammunition steack should be sandbagged as soon as
poscible. This proteccts the ammc from enemy attach and also
protects the troops and stores loceated neer the ammo dumps.

SAPETY PRECAUTIONS

1 Fire protection. Adequate firefighting equipment must
be provided to prevent o minor fire from igniting the ammo,

8, Always handle ammunition and explosives carefully.

9. Remove dirt, grit aend foreign materials from containers

and ammo before placing in storage.

2 3 9 Do not store ammo and explosives in & loose condition or
in badly damaged containers.

114 Keep all containers closed to avoid ingress of moisture
and to protect ammo during handling,

12, vtore each lot of ammo separately to keep lot identity.

This will cnsure segregation of unusable ammo if any lots are -
restricted or suspended.

134 Make sure gtacks arc stable,

14 . Do NOT open, repair or repack containers in or within 100
feet of an ammo stack except for immediate use.

15 Do not smoke or use naked lights within 100 feet of an
ammo stack.

16. Ensurc that no unauthorised personnel go in or near the
armo storage location, Sabotage of ammo is easily accomplished
with very efiective results.

CONCLUSION
17. Hendled and stored correctly, ammunition waste will be

reduced and ammo reliability increased. The same care must be
exercised with ammo as is cxpected in the care of weapons.
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ANNEX B TO
ATF _R1300/1/1
DATED __ AUG 66

MALFUNCTION REPORTS AMMUNITION AND EXPLOSIVES
1e Whilst units are located in SOUTH VIETNAM Malfunction
Reports for Ammunition and Explosives are to be submitted in
accordence with USARV Regulation 75-1 attiached.

2 In addition a cupy of the Malfunction Report is to be
submitted to DADOS c/- ALSG,

3e Units are to ensure that the procedure listed 1in pars

4 b, i8 strictly adh“rLd to. The verbal report must be trans-
mitted by the festest possible means to addressees shown in the
Regulation and also tu D&DD This is to ensure that other units
using the item can be infnrmed of any restriction or suspension
that mey be rcquired,
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HEADQUARTERS | e
UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM USARV‘RGg =1

ﬁEGULATION APO San Francisco 96307
NUMBER 75-1 . = - - 30 March 1966

EXPLOSIVES

Malfunction Reports Ammunition and Explosives
(RCS AMC 132)

1, PURPOSE: To prescribe policy end prmcedures for
timely end accurate reporting of preliminary enc final reports
of ammunition end explosives malfunction.

2, SCOPE: This regulation is applicable to all elements
of United STates Army Vietnan.

3. RESPONSIBILITIES:

a. ACOLS, G4, this headquarters is responsible for
overall implementation and monitoring the provisions ahd pro-
cedures of this regulation and directly responsible for action
as outlined in paragraph 5 below. |

b, The Commanding Genersl, 1st Logistic Command is
directly responsible, by delegation of authority, for implériohe :
tation of provisions of this_regulation in accordsnos with:
raragraph 4c¢ below, =C

Cs The commanding officer of each ammunition
battalion is directly responsible, by delegation of authority,
| for furnishing technical assistance to using units for inves-
tigation and processing of malfunction reports,

d. Using units are directly responsible for com-
pliance with pertinent portions of this regulation,

8 When ammunition is drawn, transported, stored
end during firing, every effort will be made to meintain lot

identity in case there is an accident or malfunction of the
ammunition,

b. A unit experiencing a malfunction of ammunition
or explosives will, by the most expeditious means (couriez,
mail, telephone, teletype, or radio net), submit a preliminary
verbal report followed immediately by a written report, directly
%0 the 1st Logistic Commend, ATTN: Ammunition Directorate. A
verbal report and information copies of the written report will
be submitted to the commanding officer of the nearest zmmuynition
supply point end the commender of the ncarest major tactical .

command, The information listed at Inclosure 1T will be isncludcd
in the report,

S The commending officer of the ammunition supply
point receiving preliminary notification of malfunction w211
co-ordinate the information with the nearest ammunition battalion
commander who will despatch a technical representative tc the
involved unit to assist in the investigetion of the incidert

: and preparation of the final report. The final report will
follow the preliminary report within 30 days in accordance with
paragraph, 7, 700-1300-8, '

d. The Commending General, 1st Logistic Command will
implement the operation reguirements for notification of guspen-
sions and preliminary malfunction reports to APSA, USARV,
COMUSMACV, CINCUSARPAC, 2d Log Commend, 5th Special Forces Group,
III MAR/NCC, 2d Air Division, end all logistic subordinate units.

5. Upon noticication by Commanding General, 1st Logi stic

2/ Command
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" Commend of suspension of ammunition or explosives due to mal- -

functions, this headquarters (G-4 Section) will notify all major ¢
USARV tactical units,

6. REFERENCES :
&e AR T700=1300-8,

b. Msg UNCLASSIFIED CINCUSARPAC GPLO-SM 8671
DTG 140218Z Jan 66 2

( AVD-AN)
FOR THE COMMANDER:

RICHARD J. SEITZ.
Brigadier: General, US Army
Chief of Staff

R.W. HORNBUCKLE
Lt Colonel, AGC
Acting Adjutant

1 Incl
Ammunition Malfunction Reporting (RCS AMC 132)

DISTRIBUTICN:
A Plus
5 CINCUSARFAC
1 USARPAC H Unit

7. Ensure adecquate and complete information is received
when units render a verbal preliminary report, request this report
include the following IAW para 5, AR 700-~1300-8,

8o Report number.

b. Identification of unit (battery, company,
division etc.)

¢, Calibre or missile code name, type, model, serial
nunber, and nanufacturcr of gun tube and breech ring or launcher,

d, Anmmunition type, mark, or model number, lot
nunber menufacturer, and complete Federal Stock Number, and
DOD Ammunition Code,

e, Components (model, manufacturer and lot number)

1 Fuze.,

2 Propellant.

3 Separately issued components used 1in
assembly of complete rounds, including rocket motors, fuzes
propellants etc, with complete Federal Stock Number and/or
serial number,

(4) Others as rcquired.,
f. Type of malfunction (weapon)
g, Type of malfunction (ammunition)

h, Number and types of injuries to personnel.

/% i. Estimated
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R Le Dstimated amount of property damage.

Jo Corrective action taken such as withdrawal
of ammunition for use,

k. Total number of réunds of suspect lot fired and
remaining quantity on hand,

L otorage conditions,

m, Date, time, ambient weather conditions
(temperature, rain, fog, etc.) when meifunction occurred.

n, Location of malfunction in relation to weapon
or launcher and personnel involwed,

o, Radio frequency energy source(s), density,
and other description.

o Details of hagzard.

qe otatement as to existing political or inter-
national implication,

Te Whether fragments or components of interest
to malfunction investigation are available,

S Other information considered pertinent. (Pre-
lininary repcrt will not be delayed because of failure to establish
all facts desired above.)
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2 B HQ 1 ATEF
NUI DAT
R1300-1-1 7 Aug 66
Distribution
List B

AMMUNITION

REFERENCE HQ I ATF "AMMUNITION MANAGEMENT DATED 3 AUG 66

1,

The following points were made at an ammunition conference held

at HQ IT F Force V recently,

24
guidance.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

(a) 81MM Morter HE. Ammunition is malfunctioning in some
instances due to wet igniters. Caps must be left on containers
to prevent accumulation of water, which damages the igniters,

(b) Malfunction Reporting. It is imperative that the pre-
liminary report of a malfunction be submitted to HQ 1st Log Comd,
Attn: AVLC-GA-A with minimum delay,

(e) ARVN, Unexpected ammunition drawn by units for an
operation will not be turned over to ARVN for expenditure
without express authorization by HQ USARV,

(d) Artillery, Five per cent of selected artillery ammunition
will be issued unerated in order to accumilate packaging mat-
erials for use by the Depots and ASP's in their renovation programs.

(e) Illuminating Munitions. Illuminating munitions are in
short supply and will continue in this status for some time to
COIle .

(f) Maintenance. Recent inspections revealed that basic
load ammunition is not being adequately maintained. '

(g) Rotation. Units are urged to rotate basic loads as often
as possible. Some ammunition had been returned which was beyond
the stage of rehabilitation.

(h) ASR, The need not to exceed ASR unless required to do so
for operational urgent reasons was emphasised, Maximum lead time
for the obtaining of the release authority and the locating of stocks
to meet the extra expenditure is required.

Units are refered to the reference on Ammunition Management for

RCDIGT028074



VBRI HQ 1ATF
R54=1-5(1) NUL DAT

7 Aug 1966

i T C

1_ATF _POLICY FOR ADMINISTRATION
FuAv St B Bags OF ATTACHED RVNAF PRRSONNEL

orinand and Control

1 During the period of attachment to 1ATF, RVNAF personnel are under command of
1ATF for operational matters, Control and allocation is the responsibility of
00 Pi/Linguist Section in conjunction with the RVNAF Lisison officer.

=o wwo aAll administrative matters such as pay, leave etc, and including applications
nox transfers-will be the responsibility of the RVNAF Liaison Officer, in conjunction
vith the 00 PW/Linguist Section.

Je No leave or re-allocation is to be granted without the approval of the RVNAF

~aison Officer or, in his absence, the OC PW/Linguist Section.

A
O |
"

+ttached RVNAF personnel are to be accorded the same courtesies and use of
~acilities as personnel of equal rank in the units with which they serve.

e RVNAF personnel will be paid in piastres once a month by the
RVNAF' Liaison Officer who will visit units on dates to be advised.,
RVNAF personnel are forbidden to possess or use Military Payment
Certificates (MPC) or any US or Australisn dollar instruments.
De During any absence of the RVNAF Liasion Officer over a Pay
period, units will be notified of temporary pay arrangements,
a. The address for incoming mail ig:-
Serial number, rank, name
Unit
1 Australisn Task Force
C/- PHUOC TUY Sector HQ
BARTA
PHUOC TUY Province
b, Outgoing mail is to be delivered to the PﬁViinguist Section
for deposit at the post office, BARIA. Stamps may be obtained from
the.Fﬂ/Linguist Section.
T Leave. The annual entitlement for leave is fifteen days inclusive of public
holidays. This leave may be taken in two sections of seven and eight days. All

cpplications for such leave are to be in writing addressed to the Liasion Officer,
0r, in his absence, to the OC PW/Linguist Section. Units are to append recommendation
c:? non-recommendation. This does not affect any standdown of up to three days

eccorded by the unit but such standdown must be reported to the Liasion Officer or,
in his absence, the OC PW/Linguist Section.

3 bquipment and Clothing. Units to which the attached RVNAF personnel are
allocated are responsible to provide a complete issue, at the existing Australian

=cole, of Australian clothing and equipment, Such clothing and equipment is to be
vithdrawn on permenent cessation of attachment to 1ATF, Bedding and tentage is to
be provided by the unit in accordance with the current scale. |

9. Rationing. RVNAF attached personnel are to be entered on unit roll books as

o B

atiached persomnel and rationed for on the normal Australian scale,

s a2
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) :
B ‘Medical, Normal unit medical care is to be provided as well as

sransportation to RVNAF medical facllltlea when evacuation is required.

e Disecipline. Matters of discipli
IHE are tn be
\*2icer and the OC Pﬁ/LLnauiﬂt'Sedilun.P“ referred to the RVNAF Liaison

cAgtribution

i bUSEOR. Tist A

% Tl |

-

- r H;,l' 2
= s | | T a2 #¢flﬁ;
_ P , 5 | A; Brig ‘4
: Oomad iy i |
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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES
HEADOUARTERS 1ST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE

NUI DAT
R459~1--1 X Aug 66

SUBJECT: Interrogation Capability - 1 ATF

TO: Commanding CGeneral
II T™Meld Force Vietnam
APO San Prancisco 96266

1. The current organisation (T O & B) of the lst Aust-
ralian Tesk Force (1 ATF) Linguist/PW Section provides one
trained person, the Section Comménder. He also is the only
person within 1 ATF with interrogation experience.

o Attached to the 1 ATF Linguist/PW Section are eight
interpreters, none of whom have interrogation training. To
ossist in the interrogation effort, two US interrogators have
been lozned for & period of one month commencing 18 July 66,

3, The two US interrogators are now heading two teams

. each congsisting of one US interrogator, one Australian inter-
preter under training, and one ARVN intcrpreter. These teams
have been quite successful, but the limitations imposed by the
lack of trained interrogators has caused delays in processing
detainees and consequently in extracting tactical intelligence.
Sometimes, up to thirty suspects are brought in at the one
time,

4, It is understood thet a major build up of Us interr-
ogator personnel in-country, 18 1n progress. In order to
supplement the extremely limited capability of 1 ATF for
tactical interrogation, it is requested that 11 FForce V
detach five US intervogators to 1 ATF. It would be desirable
if one of the five could be a senior NCO.

TOR THE COMMANDER

,;* "'“ » "-i'? /"'._ Vi -

/" ROWE
Maj

S1/85
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HQ 1 ATEF
NUI DAT

‘?iﬂug 66

List D,

JATR ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTION NO 1

" BARBER FACILITIES HOA LONG
General
| Barber shop fecilities are now available in HOA LONG.
Pacilities exist for 10 persons only at any one time. The address
18-

COMIIANDOC COY COMPOUND, HOA LONG.

Tinings and Allocation

2o Timings and Unit Allocation as follows:- Units are
reminded that by mutual agreement these times/dates may be changed.

oUN 0800H - 1200H -~ 1APC Sgn

MO 1300H - 1630H -~ HQ 1ATF Incl HQ Coy 1ATTF
HQ 1ATF LAD
1 Topo Svy
Det 1 Div Int

MON  OB80OH - 1200H - 5 RAR
1300H - 1630H - 103 Sig Sqn

TUE OBOOH -~ 1200H - 6 RAR
1300H - 1630H - 3 SAS
WED O0800H -~ 1200H - 1 Fd Regt Incl Det 131 Div Toc Bty
1300H ~ 1630H -~ 5 RAR
THU OQ80CH - 1200H -~ 1 Pd Sgn
1300H -~ 1630H - 6 RAR
FRI O800H - 1200H - 1 Fd Sqn
1300H -~ 1630H - 5 RAR

SAT  O800H - 1200H - 1APC Sqn
1300H - 1630H - 6 RAR

Digipline
3 An NCO is to accompany each party of ten and is responsible

for the conduct of trcops he is with., All troops are to remain

within the compound and are to proceed direot from Unit to Cumpound-
Compound to Unit.

Dress

4. Units are reminded of the necessity of maintaining a high
standard of dress and bearing. ?

1
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HQ 1 ATF
NUI DAT

R459~1-1 : /4 Aug 66

PAYIENT OF LINGUISTS AT
1_AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE COMBINED UANGUAGE COURSE

e n B —mn e B o amin

Reference: INT/12/66 of 12 Jun 66.
AIM

The aim of this paper is to recommend & sgtisfactory
system of payment and administration of civilian linguist/
interpreters attached to 1 ATT. ,

Interpreter Requirement

< i The role of 1 Australian Task Force (1 ATT) requires that
interpreters be available, for permanent employment, down to
platoon level, The operationally desirable allocation is outlined
in Appendix A, and totals seventy seven.

Projected Deficiency

2 For plamning purposes, the projected deficiency is regardcd
as being fifty one interpreters.., Eighteen Australiens from 1 ATF
ere currently studying Vietnames. at the Armed Forces Language
vchool in Saigon. T meet the immediate requirement for the thirty
three extra interpreters, 1 ATF decided to conduct a short course
to provide selected soldiers with a basic language knowledge with
emphasis on military vocabulary. ' Experience in other Asian
countries has shown that a system of bilingual psirs - one
Australian and one indigenous, each with a basic Imowledge of the
otherg language - has produced good results; therefore it was
decided t- train, concurrently, Vietnamese in English and
Australians in Vietnamese, so as to produce linguist teams.

OUTLINE OF COMBINED LANGUAGI COURGSE

ke e - B

Aim

s The aim of the course is to provide hasic linguist teams
which could be employed down to infantry platoon level.

Description of the Course

4. The Popular Forces Training Centre, Vung Tau, was medc
availeble as the course site by the Phuoc Tuy Province Chief, Lt
Col Dat. 1 Australian Logistic Support Group (AISG) provides the
administrative support for the course while 1 ATI rotains
operational control.

De The Phuoc Tuy Province Chief selected thisty Vietnamese
Nationals as students; units in 1 AT were directed to provide an

gqual6gumber of Australian students. The course commenced on 12
uly .

6., Teachers, both Vietnamese and Australian, were provided
from 1 ATF; the course is commanded ty the OC 1 ATF Education
Corps increment. The duration of the course is tw2lve weeks and,
on completion, linguist pairs will be allocated to sub units
within 1 ATP,

/Current
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Current Status of Course

8. A general outline of the course is sttached as Annex B.

EMPLOYMENT STATUS AND ADMINISTRATION

il il G e

Employment Status

9. - The proposed terms of employment for the Vietnamesc
students are attached as Annex C.

Adninistration
10, At present, payment of the Vietnamese students is beine

shared by the American Embassy (through their local CSDREPRSHY By
1 ATF, (using US supplied intelligence funds). The CSD are
paying for twenty of the students, and, 1 ATF the remaining ten.
CoD are able to pay both weges end allowances in accordance with
Annex C., However, the 1 ATF Intelligence funds are sufficient to
pay only in accordance with paragraphs 2 and 3. Therefore the
group oI ten under the present payment system, would have to be
offered lower value terms of employment. TFunds, at present, are
sufficient to maintein paymentat least for the duration of the
course,

i While the generosity of American officials is gratefully
acknowledged, to maintain our prestige and full control over these
trainec interpreters, it is desirable that full payment for all
Vietnamese students be provided from Australisan sources,

12, It is recommended that funds be made available to enable
1 ATF to pay the students on the course, and to pay(and provide
compensation to) up to 40 linguists (after the course), under
terms of employment based on those at Annex C.
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ANNEX C to
ATF R459-1-1

e e i

IERMS OF BIPLOYMENT FOR VIETNAMESE LINGUISTS
ATTACHED TO T AUSTRALIAN TASK TORCE (1 ATF)

e e T I S S S S Y e R —— Pre—

Status

; Vietnamese civilian linguists employed by 1 ATF are
decmed to be on military service for the purposes of draft
liability, the Phuoc Tuy Province Chief has agreed that four years
service with 1 ATF will constitute four years military service,
and entitle such personuel to draft exemption from future military
service.

Pay

2. While being instructed in English for the twelve wecks
commencing 12 July 66, students will be paid 3,500 piastres for
cach completed month. However, students will be fed by the
training school during this period, and, therefore 24.50 piastres/
day will be deducted from their salaries to pay for food.

3 On graduation, successful students may be paid from 4,000
to 10,000 piastres per month depending on their ability. Food will
then be provided by 1 ATF at no cost to the individual.

Clothing, equipment, weapons

4., This will be issucd to individuals by 1 ATF, Weapons
will be issued to 1 ATF Linguist Officer Cept Heenan for issue in
turn to students,

Discipline

D Individuals will be subject to normal civil law for

civil offences.

6. Breaches of military discipline will result in eppropriate
pay deductions or dismissal, wherc appropriate. -

Leave

T Fifteen days leave per year with pay will be granted

under normal circumstances, the year having commenced on 12 July

66. This leave cannot be taken until three months have been served.
If leave is taken before serving a complete year, only that amount
which has been earned may be taken.

8., In exceptional circumstances, such as serious siclmess of
parents, wife, or children, up to seven days speciel leave with pay
may be granted (once per year).

Benefits for next of Kin

9 If a linguist is killed on duty with 1 ATF, his nominated
next of kin will be paid +th~2 remainder of the months saleary, plus
a further twelve months salary plus 5,000 piastres for a coffin.

10. All linguists employed by 1 ATF are to nominate their
next of kin by name, date of birth, identity card number and

photograph. Only one person may be nominated as next of kin and
that person must be either wife, parent or child.

/Military

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1028074



Military Training

11. At the end of the twelﬁe weeks course, therec will be one
week of purely military training. ©Students will then be attached
to 1 ATF units for linguists duties.
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DAILY TIMETAELE - MON - SAT
Reveille

Breakfast

Tent Inspection

Parade (Paludrin, Admin)
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Morning Tea
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byvening Meal
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F'ree Time
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Reveille
Breakfast
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ANNEX B to
ﬁit_ﬁtl ATF R459-1-1
ated /¢ Aug
BEdn 2/3/66 Joint Linguist Course
Vung Tau

28 Jun 66
GENERAL OUTLINE OF 1/66 COMBINED LINGUIST COURSE

Alme e, Bt = .
i To provide linguists for 1 ATF down to infantry platoon
level.
Outline:
Attached as /nnex A is a daily timetable of the course.
finnex B outlines a weekly timetable.
Vocabulary:

The following words will be taught as a éupplement to
the vocabulary incorporated in the "Conversational English®
textbooks.

ooldier, private, corporal, sergeant, WO, 2Lt, Lt, Capt,
laj, Lt Col, Col, Brigedier, laj Gen, Lt Gen, Fd Marshall, tent,
guard, bed, stretcher, mosquito net, groundsheet, webbing, belt,
latrine, shower, table, chair, kitchen, food, jeep, section,
platcon, company, battalion, regiment, shirt, socks, boots, truck,
weapon, carbine, pistol, sutomatic, rifle, hand grenade, tunnel,
watch, compass, maps, torch, matches, rations, ambush, PW, prisoner,
capture, shoot, fire, hide mortar, beaten zone, grid reference,
medic, tank, air support, napalm, bombs, rockets, machine guns,
radar, helicopter, jet plane, propeller plane, fighter, transport,
Lz, D7, radio set, antemna, voice procedure, frequency, tune,
switch, battery, wavelength, reinforcement, MEDEVAC, doctor, DUSTOFF.

It 1s proposed that the course contain as much outdoor
work as possible. To achieve this, situations have been planned
where students will have to provide & solution and/or written
report on an occurrence. It is felt that this way a practical
useage of the language will be achieved. Instructors will very-
carefully assess the response of the student and the accuracy of
his statement.

Types of exercises will include;

a. Interrogetion of willing "prisoners" who have been
briefed on the information that can be given.

b. Situation such as vehicle accidents, houses on fire,
bodies, etc.

¢. Discussgions.,

Examinations will be held at regular intervals and while
a non-qualifying course, this will serve as an incentive for students
and a ready determination by instructors of the students progress.

The daily timetable has been plamned so that the midday
"siesta" period can be continued., Evening study will be largely -
nen-instructional as assignments will be given. It is expected that
vundays will be free and thaet leave will be granted. Students will
not be granted leave during Mon-Sat.

‘ Sport has been included as a formal period to ensure that
physical exercises are not neglected. Swimming and Volley Ball will
be the main activities. - bl :

/idministration:
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Administration:

The course will be non-qualifying, but will be entered
in AAB 33's under Schools and Courses section.

Vietnamese students will be quartered at the Phuoe Tuy
province PF compound and formel instruction of the Victnamese will
also be held there. Australians will be guartered at 1 ALSG and
receive instruction there. The ccurse will consolidate for
relevant exercises and during latter stages of the courses,
Australian/Vietnamese students will be paired off.
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ROUTINE ORDERS PART 1
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WEAPON SAFETY

AVKUNITION ACCIDENTS/MALFUNCTIONS
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BHICLE CHAINS
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BOUNDS

[LEgeE S g T

BARTA and HOA LONG are out of bounds to all ranks unless

on duty.

ANTI-MATARTAT PRECAUTIONS

e TR R IR I MR T —

The following mosquito measures must be implimented

between 1830 and 0630 hours daily.

1s

Proper use of clothing, malaria carrying mosquitos bitd
most frequently between the dusk and dawn, and during

this time it is important that as much skin as possible
1s protected against bites. The proper use of clothing

does a great deal to achieve this and the rules are as
follows:

8. sleeves are rolled down and fastened about
the wrist

b. shirts are buttoned up to the neck

c long trousers are worn

Good unit discipline is essential if troops are to be
afforded maximum protection against mosquitoes by
their clothes, and this matter requires the careful
supervision of unlt officers and NCOS.

Mosquito nets, These are used to protect sleeping
personnel against mosquito bites and the trailing edges
are To be tucked in under the mattress to enclosc the

gleeper in a mosquito proof "cage". They must be kept
in good repair,

/¢) Mosguito
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3. Mosquito repellant.  The repellant is applied to those
areaes of the skin which are not covered by the clothes
(face, necck, hands and wrists). Mosquitos will not bite
through the skin to which it has been spplied. It remains
cifective on skin for at least three hours, and it must
be re-epplied accordingly. It should be applied by all
ranks wno are up end about between dusk and &awn.

4. Suppressive drugs. This consgists of administration of
paludrine (twice daily) to all ranks, Administration is
to be strictly supervised (MBI 142-10). Record is to be
kept in uwnit "Paludrine book". The anti-malariasl drug
igs absorbed into the blood stream and so prevents the
developement of melaria so long as it is being taken.

30, WEAPON SAFRTY .

1 Magizines may be placed on weapons in the 1ATF Base Ares
if so ordered by an officer. Officers should not order weapons
to be cocked unless actlion is i1mminent,

25 The 1ATHF Base Areca is designated as that ares within the
task force perimeter.

31,  AMMUNITION ACCIDENTS/MALFUNGLIONS

- b il B B e I e

fmmunition sccidents/malfunctions are to be reported
immediately through the HQ 1ATF TOC Duty Officer and confirmed
in writing.

32, VEHICLE CHAINS

[ R

Vehicles will not be fitted with chaeins unless so ordered —
by an officer.
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33, DRESS f PRl X
34, SALUTING
35, DISCIPLINE
. 364 1. ALSG/VUNG TAU
37, VEHICLES
38, R and €
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38, 28838
1s The present standard of dress by sode members of 1 ATF when
preceeding from 1 ATF to apeas outslide the base area, and In
partlcular VUNG TAU, BARIA and HOA LONG Is not good, As far as

e possible, clean Jungle Greens are to be worn on these trlps,

No excuse ls acceptable for lncorrect dress, and dlisciplinary actlon
Is to be.takén'by. Offleers, NED'; and members cf 1 ATF Pro Det
agalnst offenders, 5

2. - Shorts, Shoprts are not to be worn outslde the 1 ATF base area,

34, SALUTING
14 All Offlcers,includling offlcers of all allled forces, are to
.be saluted at all timesi In the fczlnwlng plagces by persons wearing
headress, -

a, 1 ATF Base Area, e
-a VUNG TAU (both townshlp and 1 ALSG area),
ey BARI1A,
24 Units ‘are responsible for the Inatruntlun In recognltlon of
Offlcer rank of Allled Fopoes to all members,

$8v ... D

There have heen numepous cases of unuﬂldlarly conduct by members
of .1 ATF ‘on leave }m and proceeding to and from VUNG TAU, Members
of 1 ATF are to be remlinded of the standard requlred and that
disclplinapry actTon ls to be taken by ﬂfflnhrn, NCO's and members
of the RIA Fru ngain:t uffandars.'

LR

A SRRl S eu iR AT RES TS obges & HLSSZVUNE TAU
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36, I_ALSG/VUNG 'TAYU = e s
+* Members of 1 ATF ‘on leave, attachment or otherwlse wlithln
1 ALSG or VUNG TAU ape to conform to 1 ALSG Routline Orders,
Partleular attentlon 18 dlrected to 1 ALSG Routlne Ordep Serlal
No VT18 No 161, A copy of.which ls subtended,

"161,  CURFEW-VUNG_TAU_PENINSULAR_AREA

¥ p=.

asy Swvbjeect to the quallflcatlons eet out hereunder curfew
restrlctlons apply for all troops In the VUNG TAU area from
2100 hrs cach day until 0600 hrs the followlng day.,

be Durlm the perlods from 2400 hrs untll 2400 hrs on Sun to
Frl lnelusive In each week and from 2900 hrs on Sat untll
0100 hrs on Sun In each week, members of unlts of 1 ALSG and
personnel attaghed to or allotted fopr duty with those unlts
on local leave, |If absent from unit areas will be In breach
of curfew unless located Within the conflines of one of the
following areas or premlses, establlishments or vessele:

Wi ol

‘a, 1 ALSG Area,
bs Any premlses or protected area leased and controlled
by the Australlan, Amerlcan or Korean Servlices authoritles

In VUNG Tﬂ”n

€« Any Australlan, Amerlcan or Korean Services shlp or

vessel,
dy - The Alaska Barge and Transport Co Club prem!ses
ln VUNG TAU, | e

iyt

cs Every member on local leave may proceed from one of these
locations lieted in the preceding para direct to 1 ALSG area,

by Servime transport only,

d Durlng the huurs set out In para b of this order members
are not permittod to proceed.except In Service transport from
‘bbpone of the above mﬂntluned ﬂhaas,FFiﬂlEﬂE: establishments,
or vessels to another of them,
. €4 It Is an offence for anf person to whom this order applles
to travel on the VUNG TAU Peninsulap other than in Service
transport after 2100 hrs on any nlght.

f. HQ 1 ALSG Routine Order No 130 remalns unchanged and
should be read In conjunction wlith the above order, For
convenlence, the provisions of thls Routine Order are set
out below:

130, LOCAL LEAVE

l
|
I
i
[
I
I
i
I
Im

a, Local leave may be granted by CO0s/0Cs unlts/dets
from 1800 hrs to 2359 hrs Mon = FPl and Swn, and 1800
hrs to 0100 hrs Sat,

b, Local leave may also be granted In partlcular
cases by C0s/0Cs unlts/dets durlng daylight hours to
soldlers on night shlft work, Leave Is to cease at
least 2 Hnurs'prfnﬁ to resumption of duty.,

ey A Leave Pass prn—fﬂrma wlll be Issuad by HQ 1 ALSG
to all personnel proceeding on nopmal leave., This pess
will be handed In to the unl!t Opderly Room on return
from leave, Any person found on leave without a pass
++ may antleclpate dlsclpllnary actlon

fde It 18 the
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d. It 1s the responsibility of C0s/0Cs units/dets
~granting daylight leave toc ensure that members are

l ssued with a leave pass stating tlmes and date leave
Is granted from and to,m" '

1-ﬁTF vehicles are to be kept in a reasonably clean and tidy
condition, Vehicles are to be free of rubbjish and excess filth,

i

R AND C

R and C Ts now a mlnimum pericd of 48 hrs:~'
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335 DISCIPLINE
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33,  DISCIPLINE

2495 Lt Col R.M.C. Cubis, MVO, CO 1 Fd Regt is granted
the powers of a Commanding Officer for the purposes of
dis@ipline in respect oI Det 131 Div Loc Bty RAA with
effect from 1 Jun 66.
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34. CONGRATULATIONS

34.  CONGRATULATIONS

o For Brigadier Jackson. The Prime Ministers Bress
secretary has asked that the following message be despatched
to you. "Our forces in their latest engagement have acquitted
themselves with skill effectiveness and high courage in the
best Australian tradition. Please tell them that Australia

1s proud of them. I have publicly expressed my sympathy to
the bereaved. My sympathy goes also to the wounded. I

send them best wishes for speedy recovery. Signed Harold

Holt Prime Minister".

2P Following message received in Canberra from COMUS
MACV., " For General Mackay from General Westmoreland. Your
troops have won a spectacular victory over the enemy near
BARTA. Aggressiveness, quick reaction, good use of fire
power, and old fashioned Australian courage have produced
outstanding results. Hearty congratulations”.

3. Following message sent from Canberra to COMUS MACV.
"For General Westmoreland from Mackay. Your personal message
conveying your praise and congratulations on victory in Phuoc
Tuy was received with pleasure and pride and will be
appreciated especially by the troops and the people of
Australia,"

4 . For Comd 1 ATF. "Comd AFV adds his personal
congratulations to you and all ranks Australian Force
particularly © RAR and supporting ground and air elements on
their magnificant performance and achievent."

5. From Mej Gen Seaman. "Please pass on to the 6th
Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, my heartiest
congratulations for the outstanding results obtained during
Operation SMITHFIELD. The large number of cnemy killed as
compared to the light casualties of the Austreolians is
indicative of the professionalism of your Task Force. I
especlally want to congratulate D Company for its outstanding
performance during this operation.®

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT028074



RESTRICTED

The information given in this document is not to be
communicated, either directly or indirectly, to the
Press or to any person not authorised to receive it.

oerial 12
RO No 35

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

ROUTINE ORDERS PART 1

by
Brigadier 0.D., JACKSON, OBE
NUL DAT

29 AUG 66

CONTENTS

35. DRESS

35. = DRESS
j - 1% seems that the Dengue and Encephalitis carrying
mosquito bite during dayliglt hours.
2 In order to minimise exposure shirts are to be worn

at all times by all ranks and the wearing of shorts is

forbidden until further notice.

-
M

_r - .,:/ i
/ GE%EQV

NOTIQE

The following message was received from Lieutenant ¢
COA VAN VIEN, Chief of JGS/RVNAF: o

" I wish to express the gratitude of the people and +
Armed Forces of Viet-Nam for the courageous and higﬁlyraucceaafﬁi
Perfarmance of the men of the Australian Taslk Force during Operation
cMITHFIELD., Their action demonstrated to our enemies and to the
world the professional competence of your troops and their deter-
Elnatlun to halp our nation in the preservation of its freedom,

Te share the pride of your people in the accomplistments of your
brave soldiers; we also sharc the grief of the families of those
who lost their lives in this action and other actions. We hope

for the speedy and satisfactorv recov: %
wounds",’ J y recovery of those who suffered
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NQTES: FROM COMMANDER'S CONFERENCE 3 AUG 66
WESTMORELAND'S LETTIR

1, Importance of quick and accurate reporting of information,
e Interdiction of VC supply lines. Possibility of returning
a company to an area after a battalion operation.

NEWS

3 Newsweek to be published weckly. VC Scoreboard to be
included. Challenging topics to be raised.,

USE OF AIR

4, Junior commanders lack confidence in calling for air strikes,
Demonstration of close air support required.

D445 Bn

S More skilful than Local Guerillas,

6., Used bugles td give signals,

1o One 60mm mortar fired about 30 rounds, Difficult to tell
waere they were coming from, .

_DEPLOYMENT PROCEDURE

8, Must be done at crawl in close country. People who stand
up run the risk of being shot. |

9. This applies particularly to section commanders moving
forward to check situation with forward scouts, -

FIRE DISCIPLINE

10, Need for more flexible approach to our doctrine of only
firing when you see a target., Often fire must be directed at

general areas. This is sound providing section commander can

still exercise control.

PACE OF OPERATIONS

11, Has been heavy especially for infantry battalions
particularly 5 RAR, Should ease up after Op VAUCLUSE,

DUC THANH GUARD
125 1 ATF'will undertake from 3 Sep.
_ INFORMATION FROM SECTOR .
135 To be passed on to battalions with 1 ATF comments.
RECOGNITION COLOURS

14, Both infantry battalions will use red hatbands from 4 Aug
66, COs will decide when it is be worn,

RVE

15. M16s to replace all OMCs in 1 ATF. GS02 to advise AFV
and check on stocks available in ordnance.
2/ BASE AREA
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BASE AREA DEFENCE

16, Bns to plan on leaving certain mumbers of persons behind .
when going on ops.,

s GS02 to check on RVE for additional MGs .
FREQ ATLOCATION

18. Bde Sig Offr to hold a conference with bn and Fd Regt Sig
Offre prior to freq change each month.

19. Present call system for DUSTOFF to remain,

RAAT

20, Pilots to attend unit debriefs,

&l To be invited to go with battalions on operations.

STAND 170

22 Present morning "Stand To" to be replaced by 0615 hours
Reveille, Units occupying perimeter positions will remain at
alert from this time until their clearing patrols are in.

RADIO AERIALS 292

[ R

23 20 for TF required immediately.
SOCKS

24 Desperate shortage at present. Holdings to be checked.

CP LIGHTING

2D 10 set batteries urgently required. Check lcad time on
generators.,

VEHICLE REPLACEMENT

26, Replacements urgently required. G release will be given,
WATER TRUCKS

27 s Progress to be checked.

RATTONS

28, Possibility of delivery to unit lines to be investigated.
RAASC CONVOY

29 . Time of arrival to be notified night before.

R AND C CENTRE

30, Stopover period to be 48 hours now until further advised.
STARLIGHT SCOPE |

E 5 18 86 coming this month, Allocation to be made.
OP OFFICERS l

3. Shortage may occur in changeover 105 Bty. €O Fd Regt will
endeavour to overcome

3/ - EXCHANGE OF
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EXCHANGE OF SOLDIERS

33, Arty/Inf - To be encouraged.
PSCC
34 Arty require replacement for communications they are

providing for RAAF,

Distribution

Comd

CO 5 RAR

CO 6 RAR

CO 1 FPAd Regt
GS02 Sﬁpsg
G502 (Int
DAA & QMG
File
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CONFIDENTIAL

Section 1, III CORPS AREA
(1) Enemy Force Activity
Te VC activity followed 8 popular pattern of small scale attacks,

ambushes, ssbotage and harassment in TIT Corps during the reporting period.
There were several significant VC initisted incidents heever, and Phu My
continued to be a major terget. '

2. blements of the U3 1ot Division detected and manouvered against g
VC company in the vicinity of YT023448 on the 8th of August. The VC employed
SA's, rifle grenades, and A machine guns, They were dressed in khaki uniforms
with grey pith helmets, Arty, USAF end USN tactical air supported friendly
Torces and the VC broliz contact after 90 minutes of action. Friendly losses
incurred were:- 1 US KIA, 16 TS WIA - eneny losses were:- 3 KIA(BC) and 25
KIA (POSS). '

3. Cn the 10th of August, the Iand R company of the 48th Inf Regt
(ART.’N) was attacked on Highway 15 (Y328066D) by an estimated VC battalion.
The VC used SA, AW, 60mm mortar end 5Tmm and T5mm recoiless rifles. The
ARVN unit was supported by ligh firc {teams and tectical air. The VC unit,
later identified as the 265tx batitalion of the 2T4th Regh, withdrew -North-
East along the stream line after 2 hours of contact. The 2/48th ARVN
conducted & sweep of the area but failed to ‘meke contact:—- Friendly forces
suffered losses of 6 KIA and 10 WIA whilst the VC lost 38 KI4(BC).

i The 46th ARVN compund at Phu ¥y (YEE37766) was attacked by an
estimated VC battalion on the 11th of august. The enemy force employed SA
and AW and hit the area with 30 rownds of 81mum mortar. The compcund was
supported by tactical air, 3 gunships and a flare ship. The VC broke contact
after 90 minuten of action with wnkrown casualties. 1 US was WIA, 1ARVN KIA,
12 ARVN WIA, 3 zivilians kiilod and 12 wounded as a result of this attack,

(B) v Feledly Force Activity
.4 " d 4 ) e
D US/FT operations in IIT Corps continued to make only sporadic

contact with en<my forces and consequently casualties were light, During
the reporting reriod the following Search and Destroy and other operations,
elther continued through, were initiated, or were terminated: - =

OVERATION _ PROVINCE US/FW FORCE
Eronsville Binh Duong let Diw
K. Paso IIT Bihh Long woon
ign Son' IT - Binh Duomg 3 < 4
Uonitowoe Binh Duong/Binh Long LT
11 Dorado Hau Nghis il
Akron ' Binh Duong i,
"ree Port Hau Nghis it

' Jahu Tay Ninh 25th Div
Lahaina Hau Nghia 2

- Aiea Hau Nghia L

"~ Toledo Binh Tuy/Long Khanh 173zd Abn
Holgworthy Phuoc Tuy 1 ATF
Note: Thess were supplemented by some 25 RVNAF operations active

during the reporting.period - the majority of which were
of cae to two day duration only.

CONFIDENTIAL AL e
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6. Cumulative (C) and final (F) losses incurred by the VC during
these operations are as follows:-
Evansville G) -3 KEk, T VOO
El Paso C) Nil
Lam Son II C) 14 KIA, 52 VCC, 714 VCS
Manitowoc F) 1 KIA, 1 VCC, 3 VCS
E1l Dorado c) .6 KIA, 1 Voo, 2 NCS
Akron F) Nil
Freeport C) 6 KIA
Ozhu C) 3 KIA, 1 KBA, 1 VCC, 12 VCS
Laihana C) 1 KIA, 3 VCC, 13 VCS
Aiea C) 3 KIA, 2 VCC, 13 VCS
Toledo C) Nil
Holsworthy ) 37 YCGC, TT VO
Dong Da F) 12 KIA
Dan Tam 67 F) 38 KIA

Section 2, SOUTH VIETNAM(EXCL III CORPS) AND NORTH VIETNAM

(4) Enemy Force Activity
T There were no large scale VC initiated actions against friendly

forces throughout the remainder cf South Vietnam during the period under review,

8. Country-wide, the level of enemy initiated activity decreased in
both volume and in intesity. However, enemy terrorism will probably continue,
ag will attempts to increase strengths by infiltretion and conscription. The
VC will probably continue to harass and conduct sabotage against airfields and
logistic bases in all Corps areas.

9. The most likely areas for large scale attacks are in Northernm I
Corps (Quang-Tri Province), in II GorpE(Western.Pleiku, Binh Dinh and Phu
Yen Provinces), and III Corps (Binh Long, Phuoc Long and Tay Ninh Provinces).

10, VC Tactics. Interrogation of a 12 year old VCS in I Corps revealed
that children in the area have been taught simple english phrases like "Do
you remember your home?". and "Do you remember your wife?" and are instructed
to use these phrases when among USMC troops. If a Marine asked if any VC are
in the area children are taught to answer, "No, the people here are honest

to make a living". The children are also taught to gather around and delay

US troops as they enter the village and to shout "Hello, hello" as a warning to
nearby VC., Children are taught basic methods of espionage and are given
missions to observe USMC arms and strength. The VC also promised to give the
children poison to mix with the food and water consumed by USMC troops.

J-2 MACV Comment. There have been other reports of children sketching USMC
positions in the Danang area, allegedly in preparation for mortar attacks.

11. The VC have reportedly infiltrated teenage trainees into Saigon to
assassinate US ans RVN militery persomnel. Two squads of VC trainees, 13 to 15
years of age, will reportedly use "pocket pistols" to perform assassinations

as directed by VC cadre. J=-2 MACV Comment. Several reports have indicated

VC plans to assassinate friendly forces in order to lower morals and to retaliate
for stepped-up bombing of NVN. The "pocket pistols" were not further described
in the report, however, several single-shot hand guns, shaped like fountain

pens, have been captured from VC personnel, It is possible that this is the
weapon plammed for use by the teenagers.,

CONFIDENTIAL TR
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7 1
VC Underground Supply Structures
12, The VC commonly use small individuel caches in forward areas, since

these hiding places can be prepared with simple hand tools in or nsar® the
local VC's home, Like all VC supply structures, their size and construdtion
varies according o local needs and materials but most -7 them are largs
enough to store food and weapons for a number of persons. These supply'
structures are well suited for guerilla warfare because they arc easily
accessible and hard to detect. i

| i 5 More substantial underground structures are found in both'pepulated
villages and sparsely inhabited districts in the VC safe zones, The VC
capitalise on existing underground storage areas previously buiit by’ 1local
inhatitants to safeguard family food supplies. When necessary, the VC' use
forced civilian labour for improvement of existing structures and hew
construction., These structures are prepared with simple hand tools and their
size is dictated by the quantity of supplies to be stored. Some underground
facilities as large as 2,700 cubic meters have been reported hut normally
they are much smzller, one to two cubic meters.

T4 All caches are well concealed or camouflaged, and protected. If
the storage area is under a home or barn the entrance is probably concesled
with mats, furniture, cocking utensils or en earth cover. If outside, the
camouflage may consist of dirt, leaves, brush, manure piles, artificial grave
mounds, ant hills or natural growths, River banks and rice field dikes are
also likely places for underground caches, In all cases, outdoor subtere-
anean storage structures are camouflaged with netural meterials and blend
with the surroundings.

15, Caches found in village areas are guarded by the inhsbitants and are
seldom mined or beooby trapped. Storage facilities located anywhere outside
- populated areas are normally mined and bocby trapped.

16. Frequently, prior to the storage of food, the VC kindle a fire
within the storage hole to dry the interior and prevent food spoilage, Other-
wise there is no major difference between the type of structure used for food.
storage and the type used for weapons and ammmition storage., Due to the

soil composition in scme areas of the country, primerily I Corps, internal
bracing is required to prevent the dirt walls from ceving in. Recent reports
indicate that the VC may be attempting to overcome this problem by constructing
concrete lined pits with concrete covers for use as caches.

¥is The mein .advantage of underground structures is their relative
immunity to aerial and surface detecsion and artillecy fire. The primery
disadvantages are the time and lebour required for comstruction and the
inherent dampness, particularly during the rainy season, which promotes
rapid focd spoilage and corrosion of supplies (CICV Special Study) .

VC/NVA OB in South Vietnam

18. Accredited Enemy Strength : NVA Combat Troops 42,460
VC Combat Troops 64,294
Militia 112,760
Combat Suppori: 17,803
Political Cadre 39,175
To%al 276,492

Major Unit Listings: 6 Divisions; 19 NVA Regiments ~ 13 VC Regiments.

CONFIDENTIAL B el
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(B) .

GONFIDENTIAL

Friendly Force Activity.

19.
contirued +hrough, Or Were ipitieted, or WeIe terninsted
period:-
OPERALTON Rz PROVINCE /B SCACE
Prairie i ! Qﬂﬂng'Tri Ath Waxi..s
#Colorado L Quang Tin 5th Marine
¥Lien Ket 52 I Quang Nam RVNAT
Macon I Queng Nam 9th Marine
Bucks i Quang Ham 1gt Marine
Wilcox 1 Quang Nem gth Marine
Suwenee I Quang Nam 3rd Marine
¥Paul Revere 1l i i Pleiku 1st Air Cev
¥Bun Koe II Pleiku ROK
John Paul Jones 11 Phu Yen 101st Abn
Benning LV il Binh Dinh 1t Aix CEV
w Bgli TT Binh Dinh ROK
o Do T1I LT Binh Dinh ROC
Note: (3) * associated OperationsS.
(b) ACddticnallys 12 RVIAY speraticns WeTre actIve
1T Corps, Mt 22 in IV Coxps during ithe Teporiing T
of these we.l€ -f & one to TWO day duratlon cnlyo
20, Seversl heavy conbacts wWere made with VG forces,

enemy cagualties increased by SOHC
cagualties were 1ight to modexrat
(¢) and final (F) losses by enzmy

priendly force

750

force

over the previous

g are &8 followss-

Colore.io ¢) 170 KIA, 13 vCe, 61 VGS
Lien et 52 ) 504 KTA, 75 VOO

Prairie SG 68 XKIA

Vecon ¢) 257 KIA, 41 VCC, 30 VG5
Suwar.ce ¢c) 3 Kih, 2 VGO

paul Hevere 1l ¢) 55€ Kla, 86 vCC, 15 VCS
Bun kee ¢) 176 KIA, 6 VCC

Tchn Paul Jones c) 169 ¥Iia, 11 VoG, 60 VG5
Su Fok: (¢) 290 XTA, 23 vo¢, 122 VS
Dan Tem 67 F% 38 TIA

Dan (hi 252 #) 23 KTA, 16 VCC

Dor Chi 101 ¥) 25 KIA, 1 VCC

21.
operations

nore wWeapcis wk
received ground
ound fire
the v nerebility of their

This &

(C)

Prywez. TWO
hove been reported rece
an defecting
fire from arcas that

significant treads
ntly.
and secondly, gircraft on
were quite previou

North Vietnam

224
net a letha.
missiles.
weekly totnl

In return two
minute baktle.
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(D) Political

23. Seigon, August 13th. South Vietnamese Prime Minister, Nguyen Cao
Ky declared that he believed that North Vietnam would accept defeat within
the next two or three years, or maybe earlier., Ky alsc repeated the statement
made earlier in Manila that a partizl withdrawel of US troops from Vietnam

could be carried out in two years.

24 "We have made a lot of progress militarily, economically, and
pelitically in the past 14 months. If we can continue this progress I
believe we will be strong enough to defend ourselves", Ky said. He also
sald that he felt cne of the most important things that would lead to
stabilisation in South Vietnam would be the elections in September for a
Constituent Assembly and the final elections in 1967,
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Section 3 Discussion Point

The Great Water Treatment - or - You Can't Keep Big Ming Down

j & When I am old and grey and full of cognac, with grandchildren of all
sizes frolicking around my palsied shanks begging for a bedtime story, it will
be my especial plec:ure to tell them the fabulous tale of the Great Water
Treatment.

2, It all started, dearies (I shall say), one morning back in the year
1966. Then it was that Chairman Mao did his historie bellyflopper into the

river Yangize, and dog-paddled upstream for 2 mile or s0, amid the deafening

cheers of the coolie c¢lasses., -

3. and why did Chairman Mao thus dunk himself in the river Yangtze on
that chilly July morning ? Well, it seems that the rumour was getting around
at the time that Chairman Mao had had it - to peraphrase the old Chinese
expression of the dey, in other words, that he was due to join his ancestors,
©0, in order to give the lie to this furphy, the determined old gentleman
plunged into the drink and performed his celebrated swim,

4 Chairman Ilzo's gesture excited great admiration throughout the
entire habitable world and the Stete of Victoriza, And the Peking Press
declared that his aquatic demcnstration "brought great joy to the humble
hearts of the citizens of the Chinese People's Republic". Cheirman Mao did
not realise nowever, that he had set a precedent which Western capitalists, in
their sneaky, imperialistic fashion, were quick to follow,

Y some time after Chairman Mao's immersion a similar sort of rumour

began drifting through the continent of Ausiralia - whose ex-chairman Bob

(founder of the Ming Dynasty) had for long been mysteriously absent in the
butt-end of England, &t prison-house called Cinque Ports, of which he was

head wexder. It began to be whispered, in fact, that ex-chairman Bob had =
also had it, OCtherwice why was he not back in his beloved Melbourne, taking

his ease in his new shack in Havelock Avenue ?

6, Wnen ex-chairman Bob heard of this rumour he was not tardy in following
Chairmen Mao's bold example. fnd one nippy morning, accompanied by a pipe

band and drum majorettes, a protly figure sporting neck-to-knee bathers and a
palr of waterwings, marched down to Dover pier, asnd hurled itself into the
English Channel,

s Later, some miles off Calais, the mate of a smell fishing smack
called to his captain - "Thar she blows - its a whale" -"no its not. Its a
Cingque Port porpoise." said the skipper, "No its not - its ex-chairman Bob"
cried the mate, And so it was. News of this event brought great joy to the
humble hearts of the citizens of Footscray and Malvern. '"Bob's in his heaven,
alll's alright with the world," they said. But not to the citizens of the
Chinese Republic.

8. "Those Westerr. imperialists have already pinched our gunpowder, our
water-clock and our chcp suey", they grumbled, "Now they heve knocked the

- Lceberg Act"., There vas worse to come, Late in July, Chairman Harold
retired with spear gun and brief-case to his usual cranny on the Queensland
coast to prepare the P:ople's budget.

9. He was absert for so long however, that 2 persistent buzz soon made
itself heard in the nation's capitals. "He's been taken by a Grogan", people
salde  "There'll be 20 Budget this year, mark my words", Then, of course,
came that unforgettable day, early in August, when Chairman Harold, escorted
by & convoy of prawning vessels, flippered majestically down Sydney Harbour,
with the People's Buc.get lashed to his snorkel. This also brought great joy
t0 the humble hearts of the electors, and even Arthur Calwell could scarce
forbear to cheer.

* -— - *— e ———.. e e,
[ —
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10, The other incidents, as you know, have passed into history; as
the occasion when Commissar Baume gave further proof of his undiminished
vigour by leaping, fully-clad, into the Archibald Fountain., And when
Dita Cobb refuted the rumour that she had fractured another fetlock by
diving into the Tank Stream., Meantime, dearies, your old Grandpa is
getting just a bit dry in the gizzard, Bessie, go and uncork another
bottle of Courvoiser, there's a good girl, (By Alexander Macdonald -
Sydney Sun),

Bditorial Comment

L The much-publicised swimming of the Yangtze river by Mao Tse-tung
is a fine example of the contrasting skill and naivety of Red propaganda,
Most of the millions of people had earlier been, told the T72-year old Mao

was ill are now pretty sure that he's well,

12, All the world loves gameness - Australians more than most - and
the picture of a game old man swimming one of the world's great rivers got
the message over magnificently, [Lnd it was embroidered in a way to make
a Western PRO envious -~ Mao cracking jokes and teaching a little Chinese
girl to swim on her back, \

13, For a Western parallel, one must imagine de Gaulle swimming the
oeine, LBJ the Mississippi, or Sir Robert Menzies taking off his cocked

hat and plunging into the Straits of Dover, S0 far so good - message received.,
But the Chinese now become so naive they all but destroy the effect of =

highly original stunt.

14. We are told Mao's swim has been a heavy blow t¢ imperialism,
modern revisionism and monsters and freaks who oppose socialism, This is
unmitigated rubbish to the average Westerm mind, non-politically
fascinated by a personal Hellespont achieved in life's evening. It

should remind us that, as will as being dengerous, Communism is insufferably
dull and humourless,

The Role of Airpower in Vietnam
(By John Dille - Life Magazine)

Ve Of all the many factors about the war in Vietnam which have confused
and disturbed observers outside the battle area, none has been less under-
stood, and less adequately reported, than the growing role of airpower in that
war. Starting in the winter of 1961 with a dozen old-fashioned B-26s and

T-28s (which were used primarily to teach green South Vietnamese student

pilots how to fly their own air war) the U.S. has gradually increased its
commitment in men and equipment until today a total of 6,200U.S. pilots and
about 3,000 aircraft are directly involved in combat or support missions
against targets in North and South Vietnam. This commitment hags been so

active and intense that 378 U.S. aircraft have been lost over Vietnam,

2 Despite this increased pressure, the war goes on. And it is this
fact which has caused so much confusion and concern. To many it seems
incomprehensible that a powerful nation which helped to destroy the German
Ruhr with bombs and then brought Japan to her knees with air power cannot
pulverize North Vietnam in the same way and quickly wind up the fighting.
Others, impatient for peace, find it equally disturbing that a nation which
espouses peace 80 fervently and practices so much humanity in other fields
could bring itself to drop searing blobs of napalm on "innocent" civilians
and bomb out "innocent" villages. It is my contention that both of these
assumptions are in fact misconceptions, and I will endeavour to explain the
true situation by describing just what U.S. airpower is up to in Vietnam.

l'll-ll-'llI‘B/It
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3 It might be useful to note at the start what U.S. airpower is not
up to in Vietnam. Despite a certain amount of propaganda to the contrary

from professional airpower enthusiasts, there has never been any serious
thought among senior U.S. officers that planes and bombs could win the war in _
Vietnam all be themselves. The conflict is much too complicated for that. It
is basically a guerilla war, and as such it must finally be won on the ground-
among the people and by the people. But is has also been clearly demonstratad
in recent months that the war cannot be won without airpower, and that

without the extensive use of aircraft the battle would have been lost long ago.
It is, in fact, the calculated mixture of men on the ground and planes in the
air, both working together in the closest harmony and combination, that has
staved off defeat for the South Vietnamese and their allies time after time,
raised their morale, helped keep them on the offensive end thrown the Vietcong

into such frequent disarray that they have been unable so far to mount a final
assault of their own, |

4 The essential value of an air-plane in combat is that it provides

a mobility and flexibility of firepower to help match or even overcome the
mobility and flexibility of the enemy. The lightly armed and elusive Vietcong -
is & highly mobile fellow., He is also cunningly flexible in his ability to
utilize the terrain-which is after all his terrain. And he has made a specialty
of popping up out of nowhere, mounting & vicious and often stunning attack,

and then scrambling out of sight again. He is a master of tactics which make
him nearly as difficult to pin down from the air as On the ground.

54 But the U.S. has now spent nearly five years - the longest cont-
inuous period of aerial warfare in U.S. Air Force history - trying to perfect
new tactics of its own to cope with the Vietcong. Iever in history has any
nation utilized its military aircraft in so many different ways, for so many
varied purposes, with such severe and determined restraint, and - considering
the circumstances - with such abundant success as pilots from the U.S. Air
Force, Navy, Army and Marines in the skies over Vietnam.

6. To see this in a quick perspective, the following summarises the
major uses of airpower in Vietnam:-

Ea The military intelligence that helps prevent units from being
cut off or ambushed by the enemy is gathered largely from the air,
The planes being employed include little Cessna 0-1 spotter aircraft
that fly low and slow over the landscaps watching for sudden or
suspicious movements in the brush and larger twin-engine Mohawk
surveillance planes that are equipped with aerial cameras during
the day and at night with infra-red sensors which can detect a
lurking enemy unit by the faint heat of its campfires. The Army
Mohawks are so hated and feared by the enemy that the Vietcong has
a standing offer of 50,000 piastres (about $400) for any Vietcong
gunner who brings one down.

b. To harass the Vietcong in the immediate wvicinity of units -
and try to make them give themselves away - the Air Force and
Army collaborate in a game called "Hunter-Killer". First, a lone
helicopter wanders into an area where it is suspected that the
Vietcong are hiding and acts as a decoy. If the Vietcong take the
bait and try to shoot the copter down, its pilot radios for help
and Air Force fighters already in the air roar in quickly to
plaster the hideout.

ce To limit the flow os enemy men and supplies at night, the

Alr Force engages in what it calls "Snipe Hunt". Because much

of this enemy traffic moves over the rivers and waterways, U.S.
cargo planes fly over first to drop huge flares that light up the
water and any sampans that happen to be gliding along it. (Loczl .
government authorities place a curfew on sampans after dark, so
any which show up are gresumed illegal). Then a weird and
fabulous aircraft named "Puff, the Magic Dragon" enters the game,
This is a military version of the reliable old DC-3 (Dakota)

s G 4
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which has been specially fitted out with three monstrous Gatling
guns pointing out of the windows on one side. Each gun can fire
up to 6,000 rounds of tracer ammnition per minute which provides
a stream of destructive fire that looks to the frightened enemy

down below like the tongue of an angry dragon. Vietcong sampan
operators soon learn to stay home. .

de To soften up the enemy in other ways, the Air Force also
engages in various kinds of psychclogical warfare. Millions of
leaflets are dropped over hostile areas each mnonth, descrining
recent Vietcong atrocities or government victories and serving as
Surrender passes to any Vietcong who wish to give up, Other planecs
mount loudspeakers that blere down everything from suggestive
funeral dirges to an appeal from a recent defector who describes

how nice it is to be on the government side and how well he is being
treated.

@« To uncover the enemy's favourite hiding places under the
thick canopy of jungle leaves, cargo plancs equipped like crop
dusters fly low over the treetops to spray a defoliating agent
that will kill the growth and force the enemy to move on.

£ To harass or hopefully destroy large enemy concentrations known
to be holed up in the deeper, more impenetrable Jjungles, flights of
glant eight-engine B-52 jet bombers fly regular missions from Guam,
2,400 miles away, and drop a wide veriety of non-nuclear bombs

that can obliteratec an entire camp within a few seconds or penetrate
the deepest bunkers and tunnels where the Vietcong are hiding.

8. To slow down the flow of enemy troops and supplies inside
North Vietnam, smaller Air Force and Navy jets brave the heevy
antiaircraft deferses - including Soviet SAM missiles - to knock
out arsenals, storage dumps, key bridges, railroads and other
"choke points" where the enemy logistics can be bottled up.

h, To protect these bomb-laden planes and their pilots, highly
maneuverable Air Force and Navy Phantom interceptors roam the skies
over North Vietnam to tangle with the Communist MiGs which finally
summoned up enough courage and training experience last year to
strike back at the U.S. raiders.

J« To spot the targets in North Vietnam, Air Force RF-101 jet
Voodoos fly over the area in pairs equipped with cameras to record
the changing terrain down below.

K. To help defend all of these aircraft from the Soviet-built
MiGs and antiaircraft missiles that lie in wait for them, specially
equipped RB-66 and EC-121 aircraft go along at the same time,
loaded with complex electronics equipment which can pinpoint. the
location of enemy planes and missile eites, warn the fighter pilots
about them and then try to thwart the enemy's counterattack by
Jamming his communications and radar guidance systems.

1. To knock out specific targets like radar stations and thus
chip away at the enemy's air defences, F-100 Supersabre jets fly
at the targets with Bullpup guided missiles.

m., To protect ground troops in the event enemy MiGs try to
attack in South Vietnam, Air Force F-102 jet interceptors are on
constant alert.

n. To extend the range of the B-52s and many of the smaller air-
craft, great, lumbering KC-135 jet Stratotankers set up mobile,

unarmed filling stations in the sky which can refuel the bombers
whenever they are running low.

oheahets
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0. To come to the rescue of the pilots in any of these aircraft in
the event they are shot down, special U.S. air rescue units are on
constant alert to pick up the pilots at sca after they have parachuted,
or - if the pilots can't make it to the sea -~ from a jungle clearing,
often under hesvy fire,

Te The collective impact of all these interlocking activities in the air
has had a profound effect on the fortunes of war in Vietnam, As the result of

& steady escalation in the use of airpower, more Vietcong and North Vietnamese
regulars are being killed from the air than on the ground. This pressure from
the skies has helped to swing the balance on the ground away from the Vietcong
and in favour of the side using the air. For the first time in history, airpower
has begmn to prove effective against = guerrilla army. The most persuasive
testimony to this effect has come not from prejudiced proponents of airpower
but_frmm the Vietcong themselves. A majority of the enemy prisoners ceptured
during the past year admit that they have been under withering air attack a
number of times - which may explain why they no longer try to ambush & U.S. or
South Vietnamese troop convoy when they know aircraft are available to protect %,
Two-thirds of the prisoners who have been interrogated rate the airplane as
gnqueaﬁiznably the most difficult weapon that they have ever had to cope with

in combat,

e iy — e —— —
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CONFIDENTIAL
Section 1 IIT Corps Area
(4) Enemy Force Activity
1. Enemy small scale attacks, ambushes, sabotage, terrorism and harass-

ment in III Corps intensified during the reporting period. Of the several
larger scale attacks mounted against friendly forces, the more significant
occurred in our own Tactical Area of Responsibility.

2 During the hours of 0240H and 0300H on the mcrning of the 17th of
August, the 1 ATF Base Camp received an estimeted 66 rounds of 82mm mortar and
> rounds of 70mm artillery fire in vicinity YS4366.. Four mortar positions
were found in vicinity YS459671, and it is believed that some mortar fire

was recelved from the West of the Task Fore position. The 7O0mm artillery

is believed to have come from YS461669. 1 ATF artillery fired upon suspected
VC positions with unknown results.

3. On the 18th August, D/6 RAR made contact with an estimated two
enemy battalions in vicinity YS5478673. D Company were later supported by
A/6 RAR, APC's, Artillery and airstrikes.  Some time after contact the
engagement was termed Operation Smithfield and finally involved 6 RAR and
elements of 5 RAR. The VC force was believed to be 275 Regiment supported
by NVA 605 Battalion and Local Provincial Mobile D445 Battalion.

4. On the 17th of August a PF platoon was ambushed by an estimated 2
VC platoons at a roadblock in vicinity XS825820, As a result 14 PF were
KIA, 12 PF WIA and 34 weapons lost., A PF platoon and 60-man RF force were
despatched as a reaction force. They were supported by artillery, a light
fire team and VNAF/USAF airstrikes. The reaction force had light contact
in which no casualties were sustained by either side.

De An estimated 2 VC companies, disguised as Marines and Rangers and
using 3 motorised boats, attacked a rural reconstruction group and the 867th
RF Company at Long Thanh My (YS000988) on 19th August. Friendly losses
ware)11 KIA (2 civilians) and 13 WIA (5 ecivilians) - enemy losses 6 KIA (poss-
ible). ' Bl '

6. On 21st August an estimated 2 VC companies attacked an RF OGutpost
in the vicinity X5T730800 and elements of the 30th Ranger Battalicn at a
bridge in vicinity XS750830. The VC split into two groups and withdrew to
the South-East. A4s a result 5 ARVN KIA, 8 ARVN WIA and 4 RF WIA - enemy
casualties unkncwn.

(B) Friend.y Force Activity

T US/FW operations made only sporadic contact with enemy forces

during the reporting period and casualties were light on both sides - one
exception was Jperation Smithfield. The following operations either continued
through, or were initiated, or were terminated in III Corps area:-

Operaiion Province UﬁéFW Force
El Paszo III Binh Long US 1st Division
Lam Son II Binh Duong g e Wy
Gallt p Binh Duong S, i Lo Y
Belit st Binh Duong | W Wi, W
Evani:ville Binh Duong s "
Brooie Binh Duong L A
Castine T'inh Duong L s
Oaht. U'ay Ninh US 25th Division
Lahaina .. Hau Nghia . 4 i
Rdem ! 0T Haw Wghig® - o - il S5 25T LR
Blue Jay ""ay Ninh ~US 196th Inf Bde
Tole: 0 Binh Tuy/L-ng Khanh/Phuoc Tuy US 173rd Abn
Holeworthy I'huoc Tuy 1 ATF
Smith:"ield Phuoc Tuy 1 ATF

C ONFIDENTIAL PR
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Note:- These operations were supplemented by 25 ARVN operations
-active during the period.

8. . Final (F) and cumulative (C) losses by enemy forces are as under:-
Evansville ¥) 3 KI&, 1 YEC€
Gallup . ¥) . Nil
Belfast F) Nil
.Holsworthy ¥ .2 KLk, 17-VCC, T7 VCS
Smithfield kP ) 245 KTA; 3VEE
Lahaina C) 1 KIA, 3 VCC, 16 ¥(S
Aiea C) T KIaA, 6 VCC, 25 V(S
Oahu C) 8 KIA, 2 VCC, 15 VCS
Il Fasc III C) Nil
Lam SOn IT C) 14 KIA, 58 VCC
Toledo ) 2 KI&, T VCC
Broome C) Nil
, Cagtine . C) 2 KIA
An Dan 175 ¥y 1\ 37-ETAy 2:N00
35/8/LLDB C) 24 KIA, 1 VCC
Section 2 South Vietnam (excl III Corps) and North Vietnam
(4) Enemy Force Activity
9. There were no large scale enemy initiated attacks directed against

friendly forces throughout the remainder of South Vietnam during the period
under review. Generally, small scale attacks - sabotage, ambush, terrorism
and herassment - continued at a high level of intensity, whilst mortaring was
given precedence in some arecas.

10, Enemy terrorism and harassment will probably continue, as well as
attempts to increase strength by infiltration and conscription. The enemy
will continue to harass and conduct sabotage against airfields and logistic
bases in all corps areas. The most likely areas for large scale attacks are
in Northern I Corps (Queng Tri Province), in II Corps (Western Pleiku, Binh
Dinh, and Phu Yen Provinces), and in Binh Long, Phuoc Long, and Tay Ninh
Provinces in III Corps area. -

(B) F%ieﬁdly Force Activi ty

1l The most significant operations of the week were in IT Corps area
where some moderate to heavy engagements were made with the enemy in Pleiku
Province. Elsewhere, only sporadic contacts were made with TIC/HTHL forces.

12 The following US/FW Search and Destroy operations either continued
through, or were terminated, or were initiated during the reporting period: -
Operation CTZ Province Force
Maoon I Quang Nam 9th USMC
Prairie I Quang Tri 4th USMC
Colorado i3 Quang Tin 5th USMC .
Suwanee X Quang Nam 9th USMC
Ottawa I Thua Thien _ 4th USMC
- Allegheny | Quang Nam 3rd USMC
Paul Revere II : 7 0 Pleiku 1st Air Cav
John Paul Jones IT Phu Yen 101st Abn
Benning IV II Binh Dinh 1st Air Cav
~ Su Bok LL . Binh Dinh ROK
No Do III 17 IO Binh Dinh ROK
Bun Kae 66-9 0 Pleiku ROK
CONFIDENTIAL PO I
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Hote: These operations were supplemented by 15 ARVN operations in I
Corps, 19 ARVN operations in II Corps and 27 ARVN operations
in IV Corps. The majority of ARVN operations were of o one
o i, '~ to two-day duration conly.

13. Friendly casualties wefe“lightltgkmﬂderate during the period under
review. In compariscn, eneny losses were ‘again heavy and showed an increase
of some 250 killed over the previous reporting period. - Final (F) and
cumalative (C) losses by enemy forces ave ‘enumerated belows-

Macon (5) . 257, BIA,51.70e :

Preirie L0 JOT. IR, 8"« and: \

Colcrado ”EG Little Change., 5

Suwanee F) 63 KIA, 2 VGO, v+ 7Y

Ottawa (C) ML o soneic 5 740

Allegheny gﬂj 1 KIA L b el
Lien Ket 52 F) 504 KA, 75.30C E ssociated with Colorado)
Can Sat Quanh Dien EF 1C0.KIA: 9-VCC  (in' T Curps) -

Paul Revere II
John Paul Jcics
Benning 1V

{

G
Su Bok 'S

5

(

185 LIA, "35 VCC, 98°VCS
Little Change

)
) 9. JCC
) 121 KTIA, 98-VCC, 33°VCS
)
), 297 KIA, 32 VT, 132VES. -

Bun Kae 66«9 .. ;G§~£ittié“ﬂh;ngﬁ‘
Dan Chi 254 F) 13 KIA, 23 VCC (IV Corps)
‘Dan Chi 471 ) 16 KIA =) )
Cuu Long 37 | ;ﬂ 13 KA, T ¥CC
‘Dan Chi 225 (@GN 2600 o
2 0, Bol@ B2 U B0 KT 3
14e * % The folleding 98 a trancslation of an extract taken from a notebook

belonging to an unidentified 7VC Senior Sergeant Plotoon Leader recovered in
Wuang Tri Prevince: - %
S MLiving'in'ihe' Sunsle bocane exceedingly and terribly rough.. At
- first, three balls of pressed rice with salt and a canteen of
- water were pliven every. day, . Now,.at each meal, only one ball of
‘- Fice mixed with'selt and a litfle fresh water are served. However,
3L it is better than to eat moss as a rice substitute, taste ashes
of straw as a substitute for salt, and to drink urine instead of
water. The situation is becoming worse. Due to lack of food,
sleep and worries, I feel too weak, My beloved Khanh and Yen, if
your father remains eternslly in this Jungle of Quang Tri, try
to live and study as good boys",

v (C) : & II'IGI"II}h HIiEtH'_Tm

15 - Bxperienced pilots from aircraft of the US Tth Fleet believe that

=+ North Vietnam is throWwing up a flak barrage along its coastline heavier than
any anti-aircraft barrier during World War II or the Korean War. They say
that the barrage has-been intensified in recent weeks and add that it is
beginning to vove "very effective. - g

16. Testifying in secret before. the, Senate Appropriation Committee on
1st of August, Defence Secretary Robert S. McNamera estimated that the US
would lose 580 atiack aircraft during the current fiscal year in the Vietnam
alr war. These aircraft are worth sbout $2 millicn each so in round figures
alrcraft losses could cost about $1.2 hillion., ; &

17. The week ending August Tth tended to0 bear out McNamera's prediction
that heavier 1dsses will occur when 15 US planes were shot down in the largest
one-week's toll of the'war. This brought. the announced total of north of the
border air losses to '337. - ™ - 2l s
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(D) Political
18, President Johnson, after a week-end round of talks with General

Wgatmﬁre}and, said on Sunday 14th August that a Communist tekeover of South
gletnam,ls "impossible", as long as US forces and their Allies are in the
leld.,

19. Thg single most important factor now is our desire to prosecute
tpe war until the Communists, recognizing the futility of their ambitions,
elther end the fighting or seck a peaceful settlement - said the President.

20, No one can say when this will be, or how many men will be needed,
or how long we must persevere. The American people must know that there
will be no quick victory, but the werld must know that we will not quit,
he concluded.

21, Meanwhile, the US 25th Division has become the lﬁrgest US combat
force in Vietnam, when 4,000 troops of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade
arrived in-country on the 14th August. The 196th has set up its headquarters
ig Tay Ninh Province, some 40 miles northwest of Cu Chi, the home of the 25th
Division. Forward elements of the US 4th Division have alsoc arrived at

Qui Nhon in II Corps.

CONFIDENTIAL

e e e e R T e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO28074



. CONFIDENTIAL

e e

sSection 3 Discussion Point
1. 4 Tha fcliaﬁinggis the "Conclusion Eébtinn of a lengthy MAC-V

- document ‘entitled "Research and Analysis Study of the NVA Soldier",

“24 7 '~ A major strength of the NVA soldier remains political indoc~
‘“trination.’’ Although the pressures of war have reduced formal training,
the North Vietnamese, already idcologically indoetrinated when he enters
the Army, is subject both before and after infiltration %o continuous
“e&ﬂcaﬁiﬂn" in his mission - the liberation of the South from imperialism,

2o L UTAB 4 second major source of NVA strength is the excellent :.quality
of its professional cadre. NVA cadre are elite Communists, highly
~dedicated and motivated. Their training is given absolute priority.

Soldiers have great respect for and fear of their cadre, and most reports
*  agree that cadre morale and dedication shows no signs of slackening under

conditions which greatly distress the common soldiers: ..., | [f;

3¢ 771 Praining BF the typical NVA soldier is not the souree of
strength it was before the 1965 build-up, While those soldiers and
cadre who were trained in North Vietnam before 1965 are thoroughly prep-
ared for a variety of battlefield conditions and missions, recent infilt-
rators have been hurried through shortened and less comprehcnsive basic
courses which leave much to be desired, Some lack basic training in
their assigned weapons, and few have confidence that they arc adequately
prepared for their tasks, If infiltration continues at its present pace,
lack of training will handicap an increasing proportion of NVA soldiers.,

4o From the standpoint of weapons and equipment NVA units are the
strongest that Allied Forces face, They are equipped with the modern
"new family" of Chicom weapons, Standardisstion lessens maintenance
and replacement problems., Still, NVA weapons and equipment do not
match those of Allied Forces, particularly in transport capability and
in items of persconal equipment, This is not wholly a wvulnerability,
however, since weight and vehicles hamper movement through jungle and
forests The NVA soldier strikes middle ground between the heavy fire-
power but limited ground mobility of Allied Forces, and the extreme mob-
ility but light sustaining power of the VC.

De Exhaustion, hunger, and disease reduce the combat effectiveness
of the NVA soldier. Food, medicines, medical persomnel and facilities,
vitamins, shelter, rest and recreation is lacking, Increasing night
harassment of NVA units and destruction of food supplies and supply lines
through Allied bombing, herbicide, and ground operations suggest that
deterioration of physical health will become an increasingly critical
vulnerability,

6o Declining morale is another weakness in NVA overall capabilities,
The hardships of infiltraticn and of life in the highlands, disillusionment
over finding propagenda claims at varisnce with reality, and long absence
from home and village all contribute to low and falling NVA morale., Low
morale does not necessarily result, however, in low combat effectivenecss,
In the first place, most NVA soldiers appear to see no option but to go

on fighting, They believe that their defection would preclude their

ever returning to their families and that it could bring reprisals upon
their families, Secondly, NVA cadre and the criticism and self-criticism
sessions serve to rally troops to impressive efforts, Thirdly, at the
noment of battle, survival itself becomes the paramount objective, Coll-
ectively, this produces supreme efforts to avoid death or capture (which,
due to NVA propaganda, the soldier equates with torture and executiﬂn);
While high morale is deemed the best spur to high combat effectiveness,
fear - of cadre, the enemy, and public exposure of cne's inadequacies -

is an effective substitute.
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T The social characteristics of the typical NVA soldier reflect
m a mixture of potential strengths and vulnerabilities. Assets are the
.. goldier's youth, relatively high educational level, and freedom from
' eoncern over wives and children, Vulnerabilities are his relative lack
of military experience, origin in. the lowland provinces of North Vietnan
where life is not so hﬂrd as it is in the highlands, and high prﬂportlﬂn
of draftees compared to enlistees.

:_'8;~ Our knowledge ﬂf]th@~ﬂ?ﬂ soldier is still far from completed,

- Analysts are handicapped by a continuing tendency of reporting units and
agencies not to distinguish NVA enemy from indigenous VC enemy.  All
indications are that infiltration of NVA soldiers is cﬂntinulng at an

_increcasing rate, and the NVA regiments already comprise an impressive

 segment of the military opposition to a free and democratic South Vietnam;
their relative influence can be expected to grow steadily in the future,
Knowledge of the eneny's strengths and vulnerabilities is essential to
Allied effectiveness in combat, and to this end, new information and
intelligence on the NVA soldier will be continually developed.
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Section 1 - I1II Corps Area
() Enemy Force Activity
Te The largest enemy force contacted during the reporting

period was the VC Phu Loi Battalion, re-inforced by the VC C62
Company. Four additional contacts involved enemy forces from
platoon size to one contact -with two companies. Other enemy
actions consisted of small scale attacks, ambushes, and harassment
by forces of less than platoon size.

20 On the 25th of August, elements of the US 1st Infantry
Division engaged the Phu Loi Battalion (re-inforced) in the vicinity
of XT 845405, near Lai Khe. A stay behind patrol made the initial
contact but was quickly re-inforced by four battalions., The Phu
Loi Battalion occupied a maze of well prepared positions and put up
a determined fight to prevent conplete encirclement and keep open
avenues of withdrawal. Captives stated that the Phu Loi Battalion
was surprised by the 1st Division attack. It is deemed significant
that the enemy risked occupying & base neasr and between two Brigade
bases of the 1st Infantry Division at Lei-Khe and Phuoc Vinh, The
fighting, often heavy contact, lasted from 0725 to 2112 hours, The
Phu Loi Battalion evidenced a plentiful supply of weapons and amm-
unition. The VC sustained 102 KIA and 6 VCC during this action,

(B) Friendly Force Activity |
3 The most significant US/FW’nperatiun during the repcrting

period has been "Toledo", conducted by elements of the US 173rd
Airborne Brigade, US Marines, US 1st Division, and ARVN Rangers in
Phuoc Tuy Province. 5 RAR, in operation Darlinghurst, provided a
blocking force and .-sweeps through the souther portion of the AO,
ineluding Long Tan village. Toledo was supported by airstrikes

and gunfire from destroyers USS Ozbourn and Mullinix., Few contacts
were made with enemy forces;  however, the operation was successful

in discovering a number of Base and Battalion size camps and capturing

large quantities of weapons, ammunition, documents, and miscellaneous
items of equipment.

4e During the pericd the following US/FW operations either

continued through, or were terminated, or were initiated in the III
Corps areat-

Operation Province US/FW Force
El Paso III Binh Long U5 1st Division
Lam Son II Binh Duong e 9
Anmarillo Binh Iuong . < sy

- Castine Binh Duong e I
Oahu Tay Ninh US 25th Division
Lahaina Hau Nghia b= a
Adea Hau Nghisa S i
Toledo Phuoc Tuy 173rd/1st Div/

US Marines/ARVN

Darlinghurst Phuoe Tuy 1 ATF

Notes~ The above were supplemented by scme 26 ARVN operations during
the period, the majority of which were of one to two day
duration onlye. |

5e Cumulative (C) and final (F) losses incurred by the enemy
are listed hereunder:-
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il Paso III C) Nil
Lam Son II C) 14 KIA, 58 VCC, 699 VCS
Amarillo C) 93 KIA, T VCC
Castine F) 4 KIA, 1 VCC, 5 VCS
Oahu C) 14 KIA, 6 KBA, 2 VCC
Lahaina C) 12 KIA, 4 VCC, 50 VCS
Adea C) 9 KIa, 12 VCC, 52 VCS
Toledo ) 5 KA, 2. YO0, 4 V68
Darlinghurst F) Nil

Section 2 South Vietnem (excl III Corps) & North Vietnam

(A) Enemy Force Activity

a2
6o Generally, the VC persisted with a high level of small

scale attacks of terrorism, harassment, sabotage, mortarings, and
ambushes throughout the remainder of South Vietnam. However, a
significant incident occurred on the 24th of August when an estimated
VC battalion attacked the 953rd RF Company near the provincial
capital (vic AN 800120) in Thua Thien Province, causing friendly
losses of 59 KIA and 22 WIA - the enemy lost 11 KIA.

Te Enemy terrorism and harassment will probably continue,

as will attempts to increase strength by infiltration and ccnscript-
ion. The enemy will probably attempt to disrupt the forthcoming
GVN elections, and will probably continue to harass and conduct
sabotage against airfields and logistic bases in all eorps areas.
The most likely areas for large scale attacks are in Northern I
Corps (Quang Tri Province), in II Corps (Western Pleiku, Binh Dinh
and Phu Yen Provinces), and in III Corps (Binh Duong and Phuoc Tuy
Provinces). .

Be VC Underwater Demolition Technigues., A VC swimmer

was captured near a dredge in Dong Tam, Dinh Tuong Province on the 14th
of August. During subsequent interrogation it wes learned that the
prisoner, along with five accomplices, had placed a2 mine on the dredge
and another on a clamshell barge. Both mines were the command detonation
type and were recovered by security forces. MAC-C Comment. Several
reports have been received which indicate that the VC have been training
personnel in underwater demolition techniques. Other reports have
indicated that the VC intend to use these techniques ageinst friendly
shipping. Recently, a US sailor reported what he believed to be bubbles
from a swimmer using Scuba geMar his ship. The ahove report,
however, is the first communication that the VC are using swimmers to
place demolitions. v~

9. Viet Cong Rice Problems. In Hau Nghia Province, a VC
directive'tdated 19th May, 196@7: from the Current Affairs Committee

of Saigon Gia Dinh Regional Committee, reveals difficulties encountered
by the VC in purchasing, maintaining and storing rice.

10. The 'document stated that intensified and sustained Allied
operations conducted during the rice harvest disrupted VC efforts to buy
and properly store rice. Agencies and military units located in the area
have been ordered to draw rice from villages to feed their personnel for
the remainder of the year. The document stressed that the purchase of .*
paddy is essential and must be continued depending on the availability
of storage facilities. As a result of friendly operations, the
following countermeasures were issued in the directive - rice stored in
lowland caches would be removed during June and moved to the district
quartermaster section - rice which could not be removed would be
effectively maintained and protected from the weather. Additionally,

the directive stated that rice was to be moved into RVN controlled

areas and entrusted to the people for storage.
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5 50 08 This document confirms previocus reports that the VC are
experiencing & rice shortage in areas of III Corps. It re-inforces
the VC practice of depending on the civilian pcopulace for support and
indicated that rice ‘iz not Being properly stored and spoilage is
creating additional shortages. =

(B) Friendly Force Activities

12 In the main, only sporadic contact was made with the enemy
during operations conducted'by friendly elements throughout the
remainder of South Vietnam - as a result the number of enemy killed
during the period under review decreased by some 800 over the previous
week. The .following US/FW operations either continued through, or
were terminated, or were initiated:- ' '

Operation ~ CTZ  Province US/FW Force
Allegheney ;| Quang Nan ' 3rd US Marine Regt
Prairie T Quang Tri 4th US Merine Regt
Macon I Quang Nam 9th US Marine Regt
Cclorado I Quang Tin 5th US Marine Regt
Ottawa I Thua* Thien 4th US Marine Regt
Pawnee 1 Thua Thien 4th US Merine Regt
Jackson I Quang Ngai 7th US Marine Regt
Polestar I Quang Ngai 2nd ROK Marine Bde
Paul Revere 11 Lk Pleiku 1st US Air Cav
Paul Revere III II Pleiku 1st US Air Cav/25th US Div
John Paul Jones 1I II Phu Yen 101st Abn

Benning IV - I1 Binh Dinh 18t US Air Cav
Byrd ILv Binhk Thuan/Lam Dong 1st US Air Cav
No Do IIT - II Binh Dinh | ROK:

Su Bok II Binh Dinh : ROK

Bun Kae 66-9 EE Pleiku ROK

Note:- The ahove operations were supplemented by 63 ARVN operations active
during the period - 17 in I Corps, 13 in II Corps and 33 in IV
Corps. The majority of these, however, were of one to two day
duration only.

13. Friendly casualties were light during the reporting period -

final (F) and cumulative (C) figures for enemy losses are listed as below: -

Allegheney ' C) 108 KIA

Prairie ¢y ~ 244 ‘KI&, 3 WCC

Macon C) 270 KIA, 1 VCG; 31 VGO

Colorado F) 170 KIA, 13 VCC, 16 VCS

Ottawa (F) 2 KIA

Pawnee C) Unknown

Jackson C) 2 KIA

Polestar C)y--1 KIA =

Hoa Tuyen 147 F) 4 KIA, 53 VC

Paul Revere 1l F) 809 KIa, 104 VCC, 237 VG5

Paul Revere III ¢) ‘2 'KIA

John Paul Jones ¢) 208 KIA, 32 VCC, 237 VCS

Benning IV _ C) Unknown

Byrd B3~ IPRTA

No Do III C) TUnknown- £

Su .Bok . ¢) 298 KIA, 30 VCC -

Bun Kae 66-9 _ EF 106 KIA, 6 VCC

Long Phi 984 -~ (F) 32 KIA, 100 KBA, T VCC

Cuu Long 84 (F) 34 KIA - bE] Foar
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LeYy . North Vietnam
14, When the 1954 Geneve Conference divided Viet Nam in two, it

established a demilitarized buffer zone between the Communist North and
the anti-Bommunist South. The Zone ig six miles wide and roughly follows
the 17th parallel from the mountainous Laotion border in the West through
thickly jungled foothills to the fertile paddies along the coast. For
twelve years it was the quietest place in all of Viet Nam.

15, During the first week in August the peace was broken - on four
separate days, American warplenes bombed the demilitarized zone. The anti-
aircraft barrage that greeted them did not come from Communist carbines and
pistols. The whole western section of the IMZ was alive with North Viet-
nanese trocps, elements of Ho Chi Minh's ill fated 324th Division, which
had been driven out of South Vietnan during July by US Marine's Operation
Hastings. Intelligence reports indicated that the 324th Division was no
stranger to the area; rather than risk running the gauntlet of air
reconnaissance and Allied strongpoints along the Ho Chi Minh trail, the
Division had actually infiltrated into South Vietnanm two months ago,
noving straight across the forbidden DMZ.

16, Communist protests against the bombing were significantly muffled.
Even North Vietnam contented itself with accusing the US of "trampling
underfoot", the Geneva Accords., But Canada, which, together with India and
Poland, is charged with maintaining the International Control Commission
that supposedly keeps Vietnam at peace, immediately pressed for an
investigation and steps’ to clear the IMZ of all military activity.

) 8 In Washington, Secretary of State Dean Rusk backed the Canadians

all the way. "We would be glad to see the ICC move to clear the demilitarized
zone of all military action", he told a press conference. Although Rusk

did not deny that ‘the bombing could be considered further cscalation of the
war, he pointed out to repcrters that it was the North Vietnamese government
that had criginglly militerised the zone by sending in troops. '"The
chronclogy of escalation is based on the fact that they keep coming'", he

said. "What we would prefer is that they send some negotiators in striped
pants, not people in uniform".

18. The bombing of the DMZ marked an anniversary of sorts - two years
ago this month the US launched its aerial punishment of the Communist . North
with retaliatory raids agoinst Communist PT-boat installations in the Gulf
of Tonkin. Six months later it became = daily routine and now the American
campaign from the skies is rumnning some 670 sorties per day over both
North and South Vietnam. '

(D) Political
19. There are growing indications in the Republic of Vietnam that the

VC intends to make a major effort to sabotage the forthcoming constituent
assembly elections. With the September 11th voting cnly two weeks off,
reports are increasing of VC threats against cendidates end individual voters.

20, Leaflets attacking the elections have begun to appear in Saigon
and other cities. Hanoi radio is stepping up its propaganda, and the
Communist underground orgenisation is quictly threatening candidates,

In some isolated areas guerrillas have begun to take away villagers
ldentification cards, which would prevent them from voting.

o The question is, how many of the 5> million elegible voters will

the Communist tactics frighten away. The US Embassy will not make an official
guess as to how many voters might turn out and diplomatic sources fear that

a sustained communist effort could significently lower the number.

22, 1t is generally felt by Diplomats and other qualified sources

that the government of Premier Nguyen Cao Ky needs a turnout of at least
3 million voters to claim a success.
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Section 3 - Discussion Point
1, The Air War - Less Than a Success. The greaet mejority of military

experts agree that the use of airstrikes in direct support of Allied soldiers
in South Vietnam deserves chief credit for making the war militarily unlosable.
And it seems equally clear that close air support has played an importent

role in boosting the fighting spirit of American ground troops.

2, But the Air Force does not confine its efforts in South Vietnam to
close~support operations, And it is precisely over its other operations -
specifically, "spoiling" attacks on suspected Viet Cong concentrations and
strikes against contested villages - that the greatest debate among militery
experts has occurred., While raids by heavy B-52 bombers from Guam against
known VC sanctuaries, such as the Iron Triangle and War Zones "C" and '"D"
near Saigon, are theoretically defensible on military grounds, they have, so
far at least, produced relatively meager results., And the so called
"eontested" villages, which are liable to air strikes at a moment's notice,
contain 20 percent of South Vietnam's peasantry.

3 Furthermore, despite the Air Force'!s claim that its tactical
operations are the most rigidly controlled in military history, the fact
remains that the decision whether or not to bomb a village suspected of
harboring VC is often made by the local Vietnamese province chief, And he
in turn, depends for his information on intelligence agents whose reports
he seldom bothers to verify. "Province Chiefs", says a young US Air Force
officer, "have the right of life or death over villagers and many seem to
think that peasants are expendable. Instead of sending a company of
provincial guards to check on an agent's report, some province chiefs will
ask their US Adviser to send in an air strike. Air strikes have been sent
on villages which were late in paying their land tax",

4 The same moral problem raised by the death of civilians as a result
of air operaticns in South Vietnam applies, of course, in the case of US

alr strikes against North Vietnam, But more often, when it comes to the

alr war across the 1T7th parallel, the debate between military analysts has
focused on the question of strategic effectiveness,

De Despite mounting plane losses in recent weeks - and a total loss
of 342 aircraft over the north in the last nineteen months - almost all US
officers in Vietnam believe that the raids are worth the cost, One top

US commander flatly states; "The North Vietnamese Army has 50 percent fewer
supplies in the south than it planned on because of bombings". And Air
Force strategists are convinced that this is one of the chief reasons why
the Communists have failed to launch their expected monsoon offensive this
year,

6o However, assertions about what the North Vietnamese might have
done had there been no bombings are, at the best, educated guesswork.
Critics, moreover, argue that, even judged by stated purposes, the bombings
have been something less than a notable success. Those purposes were to
stem the rate of infiltration from the north and to convince Henoi that it
was in its own best interest to reach a negotiated settlement. Yet today,
there are 50,000 more North Vietnamese troops in the south than there were
six months ago, and Hanol seems as far away from the peace table as ever.

y i Nonetheless, plenners argue that the relentless pounding of North
Vietnam's lines of communications and petroleum storage facilities cannot
but have a devastating cumulative effect., This view is supported by Air
Marshal Sir John Slessor, formerly Chief of Britain's Air Staff, "If we
are thinking in terms of the long haul", says Sir John, "intensified bombing
must ultimately totally disrupt the North Vietnamese economy and bring a
leadership even as fanatical as theirs to its senses',
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B, Yet other close students of air power hold the opposite belief -
and tc prove their pecint they cite the experierice of the Korean War, Al~
though Operation Strangle, the ten-month-~long air interdiction campaign
waged by the U.N. in Korea, ultimately succeeded in halting perhaps 95 per
cent od North Korea's rail traffic, at the end of the war a Communist army
of a million men was still receiving adequate supplies on the backs of
coolies, What Operation Strangle demonstrated, according to one school
of thought, is that air interdiction can be truly effective only when it is
accompanied by an all-out ground offensive against the enemy - a possibility -
that will not exist in Vietnam so long as the Administration declines to

- conduct ground operations in the Noxrth.,

9. Many eminent strategic thinkers -~ who otherwise support US policy
in Vietnam - believe that the bombing campaign against the north can be
faulted on two impcrtant scores; it displays, they say, both a profound
disregard for basic military doctrine and a faulty estimation of the enemy's
psychological strength. "You cannot hit the North Vietnamese cities the
way the Allies hit Hamburg during World Wer II", declares Conrad Ahlers, a
West German military expert. "First of all, as long as North Vietnam is
not blockaded, but is able to resupply what has been damaged by air raids,
the raids lose their effectiveness. Second, the North Vietnamese seem to
be able to remove and replace all that has been threatened with damage or
hit by bombs", A senior French officer who fought in Indo-China says,

"we know these (North Vietnamese), They have been fighting for over twenty
years and they may be capable of fighting for another twenty'.

10. Washington, of course, doesn't expect that it will have to carry

on the war that long, According to Secretary of Defence Robert S, McNamara,
the interdiction of North Vietnam's supply routes has placed a "ceiling" on
the number of troops that Hanoi can support in the south as well as on the
rete at which they can be reinforced, Thus, declares McNamara, it is only

a matter of time before US ground forces destroy the enemy's main-force

units and bring the war to a successful conclusion. By the same logic, it
is also only a matter of time before McNamara - and the decision to start
bombing the north - is proved right or wrong., (Newsweek, August 29th, 1966).

Tailpiece

11, Secretary of Defence, Robert S. McNamara tells friends that
when a man is bald in the front it indicates that he's a thinker., When
he's bald in back, it indicates he's sexy., And when the baldness in
back meets the baldness in front, its just a2 man who thinks he's sexy.
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section 1 I11 Corps Area
(A) Enemy Force Activity
Te There were no significant contacts with VC units in III Corps during

the reporting period. Enemy activity consisted mainly of sporadic small scale
atbacks, ambushes and haiessments, Enemy initiated incidents continued to be
most numerous in Binh Duong Province, bub—bhe—incident rate has increased in all
provinces, as evidenced by 141 incidents this week, as compared to 87 for the
previous period,

2o This increased activity reflects the Viet Cong's intention to under-
mine and disrupt the 11th September election at all cogbs In the CMD (Saigon
area), of 33 incidents of terrorism which occurred last monthy; 25 of these
occurred in the last two weeks of August,

K S A Top Secret directive of the Saigon-Cholon~Gia Dinh Special Sector
Committee, containing COSVN instructions to the VC to destroy the elections, was
captured on the 29th of August by the US 25th Division. The plan coincides with
information received from all four Corps Zones. An exception is a called for
cessation of anti-election activity after 0600 on election daye Other reports
have stressed continued terrorism throughout clection day and during post election
period.

e The VC propaganda continues to attack the clections, And terrorist
incidents have increased substantially for the second week and can be expected to
increase further, Additionally, the VC are attempting to incite the Buddhists to
continue "Struggle" demonstrations, but it appears that Buddhist opposition will
remain in the boycott=~propaganda spherec.,

(B) Friendly Force Activity
5 . Of the US/FW operations conducted in III Corps area during the period

under review, "Tolcdo" continued without change in task, but the arca of operations -
shifted to the west in Phuoc Tuy Province, between Roubte 2 and Highway 15. Few
contacts were made with enemy forces, and of those made, elements of 1ATF were
regpongible for 3 VC KIA and 3 VCC. However;several more basc camps were found

and destroyed,; whilst large quantitieg of arms, ammmnition and cquipment were
recovered,

6. The VC continued to evade major friendly operations throughout the CTZ
and as a result losses on both gsides were relatively light. VC losses for the
week as a result of US and FWMAF acbions in IIT CTZ werc 90 KIA, 185 KIA (poss)
and 53 captives. The following US/FW operations ecither continued, or were init-
lated, or werc terminated:-

Operation Province US/FiW_Force

Amarillo Binh Duong U8 1st Division

El Paso III Binh Long o "

Lam Son IT Binh Duong il b

Baton Rouge Bien Hoa/Rung Sat 8z o L

Decatur Binh Long o 4

Cranston Binh Duong n.n "

Oahu Tay Ninh US 25th Division

Lahaina Heu Nghia o n "

Aiea Hau lighia S i

Kipape 5 Binh Duong nou "

sunset Beach Hau Nghia ol i

Toledo Phuoc Tuy US 173rd Abn/US 1st Division/1ATF
Blue Jay Tay Ninh US 196th Infantry Brigade
Alice Ta;,r Ninh non " n
Darlinghurst Phuoc Tuy TATF

NOTE: These operations were supplemented by some 30 ARVN operations active
during the period, Sl e .
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e Cumulative (C) and final (F) losses sustained by the enemy are listed
as under:-

Amarillo (F) 102 KI1A, 6 VCC

El Paso III (F) Nil

Lam Son II (c) 14 K14, 60 Vcc, 667 VGS

Baton Rough (C) 2 KIA

Decatur (C) Nil

Cranston (C) Nil

Oahu (F) 20 KIA, 12 VcC

Lahaina (F) 29 KIA, 40 VCC

Aiea (F) 22 KIA, 18 VCC

Kipapa (C) 5 KIA, 26 VCS

Sunset Beach (C) 2 KIA, 9 VGG, 20 VCS

Toledo (C) 11 KIA, 10 VGG, 43 VCS

Aice (C) 4 Ves

Darlinghurst (F) Nil
Section 2 Soubh Vietnam (excl IIT Corps) and North Vietnam
(A) Inemy Force Activity
8. There were no large scale VC initiated attacks directed againsgt

friendly forces throughout the remainder of South Vietnam during the reporting
periods However, small scale incidents continued on an upward trend, with a

large proportion of VC plans designed to terrorise voters and thereby disrupt

the coming elections.

9 VC inti-Flection Tactics. In Long An and Vinh Long Provinces new VC
tactics, designed to sabotage the coming clections, have recently been uncovered,
The VC are making holes in trees, placing a grenade with the pin removed, inside
the hole, and then placing an anti-government poster over the holes The safety
lever is taped to the rear of the poster and when a loyal GVN individual attempts
to tear down the poster, the grenade explodess This is but one of the devious
schemes employed by the VC to dissuade the local populace from voting at the coming
clectiong,

104 Enemy terrorism and harassment will probably continue, as will attempts
to increase strength by infiltration and conscriptions The enemy will probably
attempt to disrupt the fortheoming GVN elections and will probably continuc to
harass and conduct sabotage against airficlds and logistic bases in all areas,

The most likely arcas for large scale attacks are in Northern I Corps (Quang Tri
Province), in II Corps (Western Pleiku, Binh Dinh, and Phu Yen Provinces), and in
III Corps (Binh Duong, Phuoc Tuy, and Tay Ninh Provinces).

(B) Fric Force Activit

11 US/FW operations conducted during the period made only sporadic contact
with VC/NVA forces and subsequently the number of enemy killed decrcascd from

1146 (adjusted figure) to 885, Allied casualtics were light. The following
US/FW operations either continued, or were initiated, or were terminated during
the reporting period:=

Operation GiZ Province US/F¥W Force

Allegheny I Quang Nam USIC 3rd Regiment

Jackson I Quang Ngai USMC 7th Regiment

Prairie I Quang Tri USMC 4th Regiment

Macon | Quang Nam USMC 9th Regiment

Pawnec I Thua Thien USHC 4th Regiment

Troy I Quang Nan USHC 1st Regiment

Polestar I Quang Ngai ROK 2nd Marine Brigade

Paul Revere III I1 Pleiku 1st Air Cav/25th Div/4ith Div
John Paul Jones Il Phu Yen 101st Abn/1st Adir Cav/4th Div
Benning IV 1T Binh Dinh 1st Air Cav

Benning V 1T Binh Dinh 1st Air Cav

Byrd IT Binh Thuan 1st Air Cav

No Do III IT Binh Dinh ROK CAP Inf Div

Su Bok IT Binh Dinh ROK CAP Inf Div
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72 KIA, 5VCC

g Jpis
#hwtsH BOIARIAY X [ :
NOTE ;= ThE abmﬂh npe?ﬁtluHS"wvrc supplemﬂnteu by 56 LRHH nperﬂtlmns acuiva
during the reéporting period - 18 in I Corpsy 13 in II Corps and:27
in IV Corps = ‘the majority of these were of one to twn daf duratlcn.
g 5.8 Cumulative (C) and final (F) losses uusﬁained by the cnomy are
cnumerated below: T _ |
Allegheny (F) 113 KIA
Jackson - (F) 3 KIA, 10 VGS
Troy -~ - (7) ' 8 SRR {0 =
. Prairic (C) '~ Little change
Macon (C) 374 KIi, 2 VCC
Pounec “{C)  Little chenge
Polestar Sl Bt 6 nknﬂwn
Paul Revere TIT (G 4 KIA, 2. JCE..
Jéhn Peul Jomes® (€)' 2 1ﬁﬁ 39 VGG
.iiﬁénnlng-Iv1 gty TF)“I”ﬁ KIﬂ, 15 VCS ' | Fiada o
'Bﬂﬂﬂlﬂg LT A g 1 “Unknﬂwn Fret sheeiad gk DELU 5 A
Mo 1}9 TET - - 1) = Unlﬂ'lm.m e
Su Bok Ec; 303 KI&, 33 VCC, 122 VeS|
'Fl
)

Lam Son 310 (CTZI) (F
Guu Long 39 (CTZ) (F)
Dan Chi 261 (CTZ4)(F)
Dan Chi 2613510%4;) (C)
Cuu Long 23 (CTZL) (F)

18 K ..

28 KIA, 2 VGC...
57 KIA, 2 VCC
164 KIA, 9 VCC
32 KIA, 5 VCC

13, Possible VO/NVA Vulnerabiliticg to Psy Ops. An analygis of responges

from the 1nterrngatinn of 24 vcc revealed Some possible VQ/HUA'vulnerahllltles

to US and GVIl psy operations,

' This information assesses the morale during the

period 1st lMay through 15th July, 1966 and deals primarily with morale and its

cagsual factors,

Of the VC Mein Force personncl questioned, 22 per cent considered

thc morale good, 14 per cent as fair, and 64 per cent the morale as poor. The
fo'Towing factors, causing poor moralc, werc listed according to the frequency

Wl.a which they were mentioned:-

(a) Bombing by aircraft.

(b) Little training

(¢) Poor quelity of recruits

(d) Foreced enlistment

(E)MHﬁrdEhi§E;lsuch ag discase, 1ack af'fﬁcd'etc

(£) Artillery weapon bombardnent |

(g)-Intensity of the war ond the impact of US forces
1 oimilar questions, posed to 25 NVA troops, the majority of which were
captives, revealed that 41 per cent rated the morale of their units as good,
36 per cent as fair, and 23 per cent ratcd morale as poor. These factors were
nentioned as the cause of poor morale by the NVA:w

(a) Sickness (espeecizlly maleria)

(b) Homesickness

(¢) Lack of food and bad food

(d) Fear of the boubings

(e) Poor recruits

(f) Carrying heavy loads for long distances
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timed to eoincide withk ocach nortar firing, Lights were placed 2,000 metres

from actual mortar pogitions.  MAC=YV Corment :. This ig the first report of such
deception measures,

(C) lorth Vietnam
17 The North Vietnamese Spring harvest, nornally accounting for more

than one=third of the annual rice crop and more than three-quarters of the annual
production of csubsidiary crope, is well below normal, Although the NVN admit
the pring %Ei’gﬁi$u$al1sﬁgﬁpnhhq51hggn_alpqcr one, available information does
not gbrmlﬁ a ”;ua Ssbinato ol he &iﬁﬁnﬁ."‘Cmﬁtfﬁry to past patterns, the VN
have not released any statistical inforriation concerning these crops - a further
indication that they have done poorly. The marginal showing has been caused by
& number of factors, including unfavourable weather, shortages of fertilizers,
shortages of manpower, disease, and insects, Undoubtedly airstrikes have also
teken their toll,

(D) Political

18, The following is an extract from an interrogation report entitled the
"Contents of NVN Political Course on Revisionism and the Sino=Soviet Dispute",

19, North Vietnan I'ecognises that the ideological dispute has become open
and public but does not lean towerd either the USSR op Comrminigt China, They
regard the present dispute as an internal affair and the ultimate policy (to spread
Commmmism throughout the world) has not been changed,

20,. They see Uhat the USSR made the following mistakeg:-

(a) Krushchev dogmatically made the decision to remove Stalin'g :
body from Red Scuare; if Stalin had committed any crimes he hag s
borne little guilt because he had achieved a great deal, There-
fore this should have been done as a result of the decision and
with the agreement of most of the International Communist Parties.

(b) Negotiations for pPeace with the US concerning South Vietnam would
be a migtake for the following reasong:-

(1) the political solution to the problen of unifying SVN and NV
hag been contested fron 1956 to the present time without result,

(ii)lligo Dinh Dien's government slaughtered the followers of the
South Vietnam Liberation Front, '

99, The soldiers' (thosc ettending the course) opinion inclined somewhat %o
the policy of Communisgt China; however, they felt unhappy about the dispute
between the two "Elder Parties", They avoided thinking aboul; the dissenting
viewpoints within the Corrmunist Bloc; therefore they tried to keep the Viewpoint
of congidering the dispute as an internal affair which was not importent,
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SECTION 3 | DISCUSSION POINT
1 Redoubt in the South. Of South Vietnam's harried population of

nearly 16 million, more then half live in the lush 11,000 square mile tangle
of mangrove swamps, rice fields and canals that forn the Mekong Delta. Here
athwart Vietnam south of Saigon, is the richest grenary on the Indochinese
Peninsula; rice from its loamy soil once fed mogt of what is now Laos, -
Cambodia and the two Vietnams, When the 1954 Geneva Agreements cleaved Indo~
china into those four pieces, the delta was South Viebtnams greatest prize -
and the Communists have never forgotten it, For more than twenty years,
hordes of Viet Cong.and Viet ifinh before them have lodged decp in the forrests
that shroud much of the delta, extorting vast treasure in food; tax money and
recruits from the surrounding peasantry,

2e So far (except for a scattering of Special Forces camps that dot

the Cambodian loarder), this critical was zone has remained untouched by US
combat forces. The delta in fact, has remained the preserve of the South
ietnamese IV Corps, commanded by Lt Gon Dang Ven Queng who just a year ago

was saying "I do not- see any big problem from a military point of view. We

arc doing very well right now., But the Viet Cong havc been doing quite

well in the delta, too, in contrast to their ranking record of reserves farther
northe Although they continue to lose men at the rate of 1000 killed per monti:
the rebels have built up their strength from 33,,000 last year to a full 70,000,
And the fifteen new battalions that the Viet Cong manage to recruit in South
Vietnam cach month come "mainly from the delta, one high ranking US officer
reports.

3« The delta's roads which sprout Viet Cong checkpoints and mincs at
unpredichable intervals, have becoms increasingly perilous for all but loeal
villagers - and cven they move safely only at the pleasure of the rebel command.
In Ba Xuyen Province, for cxample, the Viet Cong recently decreed that all roads
into the provincial capital would be closed for three days to observe Ho Chi
Minhs birthday, and, despite the best cfforts of government patrols to prevent
it, the populace obeyed,

o The Saigon government, in & crash effort to win the loyalty of the
delte, peasantry, has built new schools by the hundreds -~ but mlmost as quickly
the Viet Cong tear them down againe In one province, more than 50 schools were
congtructed and 47 of them promptly demolished; cven those that survive often
languish for lack of teachers and books. The US AID program has spent some

$8 milljon on shoolbocks for the country, but most of them are rotting in storage
becauge there is no transportation to move them,

56 Most serious of all, rice producation has suffered drastically as
terrified peasants move of their land, This year, one third of the tillable
riceland in the delta will not be planted, and the crop is expected to drop
from the former average of 5 million metric tons to a mere 3 million., Whats
more, much of this disappointing harvest will never reach market; large
quantities arc seized by the Viet Cong or smuggled into Cambodia to fetch a
higher price.

Oo Last week it seemed increasingly clear that US troops would event

have to take a hand in the grubby murderous task of trying to pry the rebels loosc
from their redoubts in the delta, There are major hurdles to be surmounted first -
principally the lack of a secure logistical base in the arca - so it is likely that
initial US operations will be confimmed ‘to raids intc Viet Cong coastal strongholds
and patrols along the delta's 2,500 miles of inland waterway, But many observers
reckon - and captured documents bear them out - that the steady Viet Cong Buildg-
up in the delta is designed to put eventual pressure on vaigon itself, which lies
some 30 miles from the northernmost delta province, No one will be much sur-
prised if, before the year is out US troops move overland in force down to the
northern branches of the Mekong River to counter this mounting threat,

(Newsweek Aug 29, 1966)
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Ta The following is taken from a consolidated interrogation report
and provides a summary of responses of ten individual priauneq/returnees
in regards to VO/NVA shorteges in critical supplies, reasons for VC/NVA
avoidance of large scale engagements with US forces, and the morale of
VC/NVA personnel and their enthusiasm for continuing the conflict.

Question 1  What have you heard of shortages among VC and North Vietnamese
Armed Forces in RVN, of ammunition, medical supplies or food query.

(2) North Victnamese Naval officers had not heard of any shortages, (BAO)
stated that the VC had recently received new Hungarian sniper rifles,

(b) VC/NVA personnel captured or returned in RVN indicated a lack of food
and medical supplies, however, there wazs no indication that the shortage was
sufficient to seriously affect VC/NVA operational capabilities,

Question 2 What affect has air interdiction of infiltration routes had on
the flow of ammunition and medical supplies into RVN query.

(a) North Vietnamese Naval officers indicated that air interdiction of
infiltration routes had made the movement of supplies more difficult, but
had not appreciably reduced the quentity of supplies moved, (BAO) stated
that Brigadier General PHAN TRONG TUE, Minister of Transportation and
Communications, had organised youth groups which keep supply routes open
using emergency bridging sections and road repair teams, He also stated
that the use of vehicles to infiltrate supplies had increased 1000% and
that engineer units engaged in road repair had increased by 500%.

(b) VC/NVA persomnel captured or returned in RVN indicated that air
interdiction had reduced the quantity of supplies brought into RVN,
particularly food. Air strikes had increased the infiltration time by two
months, according to one source. Movement of supplies by night avoided

US air strikes.

Question 3 To what extent have VC/NVA forces lost their ammumition,
medical .supplies and food caches query,

(a) (BAO) was the only Naval officer who expressed an opinion. He stated
that little was lost because the VC/NVA forces have few supplies on hand
and that their losses can be made up by capturing supplies fram;US/hRVH units,

(b) (TRUONG) was the only VC prisoner or returnee who made & positive
statement in answer to this question. He stated that all supplies were
brought from the North; nothing was stored in large quantities in RVN,

Question 4 Why would VC and North Vietnamese forces avoid large scale
battles with US forces query.

(a) (BAO) was the only Naval officer who made a positive statement. He
said that'VQ/NFA forces were building up their supplies for a large scale
engagement.

(b) VG/NVA persomnel captured or returned in RVN indicated that their
tactics were to engage only units smaller or equal to their own in size
and that they wanted to avoid air strikes,

Question 5 Do troops infiltrating RVN from NVN believe that they will
survive the war query.

(a) Two Naval officers indicated that NVN personnel expected to survive
the war, the others expressed no opinion.

(b) The ?Q/H?A personnel captured or returned in RVN indicated belief
that the VC could not win the war and that they would not survive the war.

CONFIDENTIAL

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1028074



CONF IDENTIAL
-471—

Question 6 Do ?C/N?ﬁ troops feel like hunted animals facing certain
death query.

(a) Two Naval officers voiced optimism about survival, the others expressed
no opinion.

(b) '?Q/NER personnel captured or returned in RVN avoided the term "hunted
animals", but stated their belief that they would die in the South.

Question 7 How can the Americans induce whnlesﬁle surrender of ?Q/NEH
forces query.

(a) (BAO) destroy COSVN (Central Office South Vietnam)

(b) (THUY) Convince VG/NVA troops that the North Vietnamese government
has surrendered. :

(c) (TRUONG) Assure that'VQ/NVA troops understand the Chieu Hoi Programme
s0 that they will not be afraid to turn themselves in to the RVN government,

(d) (TRUONG) meintein military pressure on VC/NVA forces.

(e) (TRUGNG) increase the anti-guerrilla effort as guerrillas make it very
difficult for other VC and NVA persommel to turn themselves in.

(f) (SU) cut off the sources of ?Q/NVA supply.
(g) (NIH) encircle VC/NVA units and appeal for surrender before attacking,

Question 8 When will the NVN Army end the War of Liberation querye

The general opinion was that the war would continue for a very long time.

Radio Hanoi Reports

8. Nearly One Australian Mercenary Battalion Wiped out in Sth Vietnan,

The Australien mercenaries, who are no less husky and beefy than their allies,
the US aggressors, have proved as good flesh targets for the South Vietnam
Liberation Fighters, According to LPA (Liberation Press Agency), in two
days ending 18th August, the LAF (Liberation Armed Forces) wiped out over

000 Australien mercenaries in Ba Ria Province.

9. LPA reported that on 18th August in the coastal provinece of Ba Ria,
east of Saigon, the LAF wiped ocut almost completely, one battalion of
Australian mercenaries in an ambush in Long Tan village, At 1500 hours

that day, an Australian mercenary battalion and a column of armoured cars

fell into an ambush. Within the first few minutes, the LAF fiercely attacked
the enemy and made short work of two compenies, set fire to three M-113
armoured cars, and drove the remnants into a corner of the battlefield.

The LAF then concentrated their fire on them and heavily decimated the
remaining company. The LAF also shot down one of the US aireraft that went
to the help of the battered Australians.

10, According to first reports, in this battle the LAF put out of
action 400 Australian mercenaries, thus anmihilating two full-sized companies,
heavily decimated another, set fire to three M-113 armoured cars, downed one
US aircraft, and captured a great quentity of arms and ammunition, The day
before, 17th August, the LAF, in the same province wiped out 100 Australian

mercenaries.,

11. For these victories, the South Vietnam LAF command has decided to
award a Liberation Military Exploit Order (Third Class) to the victorious
units.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Radio Peking Reports
12 200 Australian Satellite Troops Wiped out in Ba Ria, Sth Vietnam.

More than 500 Australian satellite troops, including two whole companies,
were wiped ocut by the South Vietnam Liberation Army in Ba Ria Province on
17 and 18 August when it launched fierce attacks on an Australian Battalion
and an armoured car column, reported the South Vietnam Liberation Press
ageEnCcy .

13, ; In an attack on an Australian base in Nui Thu on 17th August,

the Liberation Army in Ba Ria Province wiped out more than 100 Australian
troopss In the afternoon of the following day, the Liberation Army knocked
out a number of Australian troops which fell intoc an ambush in Long Ten
hamlet. Then, the Liberation Forces concentrated their fire on the rest

of the enemy and wiped out more than four hundred Australian Satellite
troopss Two companies were completely wiped out and another company was
heavily battered. Three M-113 armoured cars were destroyed.

144 The Command of the South Vietnam Liberation Armed Forces has

recently decided t¢ award this victorious unit with the Liberation loit
Order, third class. i
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CIVIC ACTION REPORTS

Referenced. 1 ATF R176A/1/1. Orgenisation and functions of Civil Affairs
of 1 Jun 66,

1. Unit Civil Affairs representatives are to ensure that weekly
reperts reach the Staff Officer Civil Affairs by 1200 hrs cach Saturday.

2e The rcports submitted should be comprehensive enough for
statistical dotoils to be extracted for inclusion in reports required at
HQ AFV and 11 FFV, Examples of the detail required are as follows.

a. MEICAP: gonducted at Hoa Long school on 27 July:; 86 persons

were treated, 59 of whem were children. 16 were dependants of local
RF soldiers. The medical officers observations were that the children
were suffering mainly from hookworm, melnutrition, ringworm and

other skin complaints.

-be  Food Distribution: conducted at Hoa Long market place on 28 July.
3001bs in 51b bags were distributed to the elderly civilians attending
the market. A district official, arranged by the Civil Affairs
Section,; was in attendance; and in fact did the distribution.

3. Anticipated requirements of stores and suppliecs with comments
and reccommendations should also be included if applicahle in the weekly
reports.

Vi A1l Civil Action projects are to be co-ordinated through the

Civil Affairs Scction. This is necessary to ensure proper co-o=dination
with the local officials and their active participation in all projects.
Bverything that is done must be done with the aim of enhancing the GVN
image in the eyes of the people.

De Attached is a copy of the 1 ATF Civic Action report forwarded
to 11 FFV. Copies of these reports to 11 FFV will be forwarded to unit

UA representatives weeckly. ;
&’LMA_— M w{ ot

(0.D. {dackson) frort

Brigadjer
Commander 1 ATF

Distribution

List A
Spares 20 (to CA Section)

h_‘l .

by RESTRICTED
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DEPARTHENT OF THE ARMY

NUI DAT — PHUOC TUY PROVINCE

1/C¢ Civic Action Report:s 20 Jul - 30 Jul 66

e DESCRIPTLOL :
“onlth ond Sanitation
MEDCAP
Comnunity Relations
Fcod Dictribution
Health cnd Sanitation

MTDCAP

¥ ) T, b e =1 -
Fercltl: end Sanitation

Speciclizcd Medical Ald

Coumunitr Relations
Food Digtribution

Due My Famlet

i n i

Hoza Long

4] HH

" )

Bducotion and Training " "

English Classces
congtiuciion

Rood Repalir

Sonstiuction

3chool Ground
Clcaring
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" 1)

AREA/DISTRICT

DATE

DATE or % CONPLETED

— —
L i

___UNITS INVOLVED _

5 RAR
it
TF Arty
2 Fd Amd
TF Aprty
1 ATF CA Sec
103 Sig San

1 ATF CA Scc

1 Fd San RAE

it 1" "
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20 Jul

1"

22 Jul

3 Times o wecelk

26 Jul

it

Comnleted

Conmplcted
i
60’

80%
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Norrctive Doeocerintion of Projcets
; The HMEDCAP at Duc My llamlct was conducted imnediatcly following o gsearch operation. IMumbers trecated: were
not rceordcd ot it was observed that meny ehildren wore gsuffcrins from malnutrition.

2e The focd distribution compriscd 1700 1bs of rice in 51b bars and milk, susar and C ratlon itans collected

irom unit moenbcis., Some food items were LETGLiall collciecd Trom mess kitchcns in the 2 1 ATF arca ond

floim into Duc iy I emlet,

-
e
."-
-
k
o

£

-
1.8

e “he LANTCADPS 2% Hoa Long sﬂnducuuo ny TF Arty and 2 Fd Amb trcated 196 civilian pergonncl of whom 150 were

chlldren from onc orf tho 1ocgE sciioclse It is not knowm if ony of thosc trestcd were ARVIY dependants. - Skin

discases aonear To bhe the mmsﬁ common comnlcint,

le vpeecialized mcdicel trecdment wes given to two mirls from the villare (2 and 5 yﬁarg). One ves :i%an
ncad sutures by a cdiecsl oificer and the other wos taken to 36 MEDBVAC at Vung Tauw vherc on cnerrency

Lr
& - o |

opcration wug .crioaxmcd to revair a damased eyc,
e 103 Sig dun distributed 1900 1bs of rice in 5 1b bacs at the school at Moo Long,

Ge Enclisii elagses ave being conducted thrsce times o week at the Distriet Hle An avero~c of 20 civilisns
(ostl~ cdistrict officials) attend thesc class: s and it apncars the numbers will inercasce duc to on ap
the Plstelct Thief,

le Approxinntel; 1000 metres of arterial roads in Foa lons were cleared, widened and partiall; sreded by 1 Fa
Sgn Eungincerss This project will be condleied and siailay oncs wnderteken when Bngincer plont con be relcased
from oncretinnel ond bhasc arca committnentse =

RaGTRICTED
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R723/1/15 . HQ 1 ATF
Nui Dat
{3 Aug 66

CIVIC ACTION REPORT 2/66

Find attached a copy for information of civiec action
report 2/66 forwarded to II FFV.

" -
x
'nq.*fw- o P A g utq [ Nuhi

(0.D. Jackson) ;&ﬂn
. . {Brigadier
) Commander 1 ATF

Distribution
Idat A ' T

List D
Spares 20
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_DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1 _AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCZ
NUI DAT - PHUO TUY PROVINCEH

- r— - — O am

2/66 Civic Action Report: 31 Jul - 6 Aug 66.

No PESORTPTION -~ = - - AREA/DISTRICT 3 UNITS ¢N?Chvﬁ DATE DATE or BCOMPLETED . '
Te Health and Sanitation
MEDCAP Hoa Long TF Arty/2 Fd Amb/ 193,4,6 Aug  Coutimous
' | 3 SAS Sqn/1 ATF CA Sec. L.
Ds Health and Sanitation - - |
DENTCEP " : 33 Dental Unit | 4 Aug g
3 Health and Sanitation
Specialized medical aid ™ © 1 ATF CA Sec/ ’
TF J.’,Lr-by i
Go Community Relations Oy TF Arty 4 Aug Cor
D etribution of CARE L O
school kits.
e Construction | ‘
~ School Repairs el TF Arty A1l week 30% - |
6. Education and Training :
English Classes ¥ 5 1 ATF CA Sec 3, X1 CHionD Continuous \
clasgses
7; Cﬂmercu CO4 Lnaustry " 5 1 ATF CA Sec/
Juus for Viétnamese. T Arty 1 - 6 Aug L
Ao Transportation . ” 1 ATF CA Sec 3 = Aug
ITEﬁE

HEST2TOPED:
R R e T - e = "
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Narrative Description of Projects
oy

: o The MEDCAPS 2t Hoa Long by Task Force Artillery, 2 Field Ambulance and 3 SAS SQN treat=d 347 ecivilian

personnel of whom 241 were children. 120 of the children were treated at one of the Hoa Long schools and the main
complaints treated were skin infections and upper respiratory tract infections. Of the remainder, 61 were treated
by a CA section member at present permanently located in the village and this member has becomz rcasonebly popular
with the villagers who do not hesitate to approach him for itreatment of minor accidents and coaplaints. ;

2 e The DENTCAP which was only of short duration was conducted at the Hoa Long school and five children were
trecated and 6 extractions were made. It appeared obvious that the only villagers who secek treatment ars those in
pain. Efforts will be made to make more dental inspections and to endeavour to give remedig] treatment.

i o8 During a MEDCAP two children (11 and 13) were found to have shrapnel wounds and after specicl treatment

were teken and admitted to the Baria hospital. The sum of 250 piastres was paid to provide food for sewveral days.
i 480 CARE school packs were distributed tc the children at Hoa Long school on 3 Aug 65. The distribution

was conducted jointly by Australian personnel and the District and Village Chiefs.

B Repairs to one of the Hoa Long schoolg is progressing. To date all floors and steps have been repaired.

6. English classes being conducted have reached lesson 15 and revision work carried ocut. The average attendance

drcopped to 12 this week but the dropouts were local officials who were required on administrative duties.

A

Te o1lx local villagers were employed this week to work in conjunction with the TF Arty perscunncl on repairing
the school. The wages paid was 3460 piastres.

Be The child who was admitted to 36 MEDEVAC at Vung Tau is still there and a civil affairs representative took
the child's relations to visit her on 3 Aug 66. This entailed a cost of 100 piastres for a meal for the family.

Evaluation af Program

It is still not possible to give an evaluation of the civic action program but indications ars that the people
of Hoa Long village are not quite so openly hostile as they were in the initial stages of ﬁ@e 1 LDF presence in the

aTrCa. Y : |
"-.'!E I gy XLﬁﬁ"" "*-«--"--.-‘L..J__“_
| ohn J D¢nohoe)
RESTRICTED Major .
Staff fficer Civil Affairs
1 ATP L
y |
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HQ 1 ATF
Nui Dat

R723/1/15 /1y Aug 66

CIVIC ACTION REPORT 3/66

. o

Find attached a copy for information of Civic Action report
3/66 forwarded to II FFV.

i
A

\ﬂ‘jilfkfhﬂﬁldﬂuhgh vv1¢h1
(Q-Dt JE.G]‘CEGH) ‘_4 “
Brigadier
Commander 1 ATF

Digtribution

List A
List D
opares 20
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3/66 Civic iction Report: 7 Aug - 13 Aug 66

RESTRICTED

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS 1 AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE

NUL DAT - PHOUC TUY PROVINCE

No  DESCRIPTION AREA/DISTRICT UNITS INVOLVED DATE DATE or % COMPLETED

1. Health and Sanitation : -
MEDCAP Hoa Long 3 SAS Sgn 10 Aug Continuous

2. Health and Sanitation
MEDCAP Binh Gia 2 Pd Amb/3 SAS Sqn 7 snd 13 Aug "

3. Health and Sanitation
MEDCAP Binh Ba 5 RAR 12 Aug "

de Health and Sanitation t
DENTCAP il 33 Dental Unit 12 Aug "

5e Health and Sanitation
DENTCAP Binh Gia - ? T and 13 Aug Y

6. Health and Sanitation
Specialized Medical Aid Hoa Long 2 Fd Amb 13 Aug 4
School Repairs AR TF Arty All week 40 %

8. Construction

| Flag Pole AR * 11 and 12 Aug 60 %

9. Educafion and Braining
English Classes LI 1 ATF CA Sec 3 x 1 hour classes "

10, Commumity Relations
Clothing Distribution ST " non 13 Aug "

[
‘ RESTRICTED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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M.  Cepmunity Relaticre

Food Distribution Binh Ba : ;I‘WS ﬁﬂﬂ{ﬁ'ATF.GA Séc ' 10 Aug Continuous
12,  Transportation B g
MEDEVAC Binh Gia/Binh Ba 5 RAR/2 Fd Amb 12 and 13 Aug Shel -
Hoa Long -

13 Cummercéhand'lﬁ&uéqu-'
Jobs for Vietnamese Hoa Long 1 ATF CA Sec All week —~

14. Transportation | .
Ferry Service Hoa Long/Binh Gia 5 RAR | 13 Aug | e

15 Community Relations -
Relief Payment Hoa Long 1 ATF CA Sec 8 Aug "

Narrative Description of Projects

1e The MEDCAP conducted at Hoa Long by Infantry Medics of 3 SAS Sgn treated 59 children. The main cumplaints:ﬁere cuts'and scratches
and stomach upsets. One child had an infected ear and was referrecd to the doctor at 2 Fd Amb, It is not known if any of those treated
:eretﬁH?N dependents. The children's reaction to MEDCAPS has improved considerably and with the cexception of two appeared to enjoy the
reatment given.

2, The MEDCAPS at Binh Gia treated 379 villagers of whom 330 were dependents of PF troops in the area, The mein complaints were
stcmach upsets, skin and eye infections. : | L
3. The MEDCAPS &t Binh Ba treated 190 villagers, it is not known if any of those treated wére ARVN dependents. Skin and stomach
upsets were the main complaints. o
4. The DENTCLP at Binh Ba treated 20 patients and 22 extractions were made.
e TlLe DENTCAPS at Binh Gia treated a total of 54 patienfé and 67 extractions were made,
RESTRICTED ]

1IG1028074
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6. The wife of an ARVN/RF Coy member =t Binh Gia fell from e bus in Hoa Long while proceeding hone from Baria. She was taken to
2 Fd Amb where an examinstion was conducted and treatment given. She was later traonsferred to the civilian hospital in Vung Tau.

Ts Repairs at onec cf the Hoa Long schools are progressing to the stage where walls have been patched and some timber framing repaired.
3 Fd Sqn Engineecrs heve inspected the building and have classified the present roofing to be dangerous, i

&. A new Flag pole on a raised cement base is being constructed in the school grounds,

9. English classes conducted this week have had an average attendance of 14 students. The Deputy District Chief, a student,
bhimself has requested that an additional one hour ingtruction be given each week,

10. A box of childrens clothing provided from members of +the Aaustralian Army Womens Services was distributed to dependents of the
IF Coy located at Hoa Long.

: i 4,4801bs of rice was distributed to the villagers of Binl Ba.

| SO0 A boy, with a gunshot wound in the arm was evacuated by a motor vehicle from Binh Ba to the Vung Tau hospital on 12 Aug,

A boy suffering from anemia was transported by helicopter from Binh Gia to the Vung Tau hospital on 13 Aug. A young pregnant woman ;
the wife of an RF soldier stationed at Binh Gia fell from & bus passing through Hoa Long enroute to Binh Gia. ohe was treated at

2 Fd Amb then flown by helicopter to Binh Gia 40 see her husband and then flown to Vung Tau where she was admitted to hospital.

13. Five Hoa Long villagers were emploved for a total of 216 hours on the school repalr project. They were paid at the rate of
| 15 piastres per hour. (Total cost $3240 (vx))-

14, Army vehicles were used to ferry about 500 pecple from Hoa Long to Binh Ba and Binh Giz when the road was opened on 13 Aug.
This road had been closed to civilian traffic for several weecks. '

| 1. The sum of 100 piastres wes paid to the family of the sick chila in Vung Tau hospital, This smount was expended cn food and
to compensate for the loss of one day's wages.

Evaluation of Programme
An appreciable difference in the attitude of Hoa Long villagers has been noticed in the past two days. It is considered this may be the
result of the road being opened for the one day on 13 Aug 66, §

: E ‘
‘\ k\ na; l _ (John J Donohoe)

E]:aj GI |
Staff Officer Civil Affairs |
1 ATF

RESTRICTED.
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10.

4/66 Civic Action Report: 14 Aug - 20 Aug 66.

DESCRIPTION

-

Health and Sanitation
MEDCAP

Health and Sanitation
MEDCAP

Health and Sendtation
MEDCAP

Health and Sanitation
DENTCAP _

Health and Sanitation
Specialized Medical Aid

Construction

School Repairs

Construction

Market Place

Construction .

Generator Repair

Constructicon

_Flag Pole

Fducation and Trainiqg v

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Binh Gia/Binh Ba

Hoa Long

(YS418645)

Hoa Long
(YS418636)
Binh Gia

Hoa: Long '

Hoa Long

RESTRICTED

DEP..RTHENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS 1 AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE

NUL DAT - PHUOC TUY FPROVINCE

DATE

_AREA/DISTRICT UNITS INVOLVED
Binh Ba T i S AN b
(YS448740) :
Binh Gia 3 SAS Sqn/2 Fd Amb
(¥5502775)

Hoa Long 1 ATF Arty
(Ys418645)
Binh Gia

33 Dgnt Tnit
TF Arty/2 Fd Amb

TF Arty

1 Fd Sgn RAE/TF CA Sec
HQ 1 ATF LAD

(RAEME)

TF Arty

1 ATF CA Sec

RESTRICTED

T

14 to 20 August

16 and 20 August

15 and 17 August
15 and 20 August
16 and 20 August
All week

All week

16 end 17 August -

16,17,18 August

4 x 1 hour lessons

DATE or:

Continuvone

"

1"

. Complete

85%

Continucus
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11. Community Relations
Clothing Distribution

12. Community Relations
Toy'Di§t:ihutiun

g ' I

ie baadg f i

e =k -
1= et 8 il

12. Community Réiaft-iaﬁ's“j T Binh By Sral
~ ~ Food Distribution. ::. -

14. Comimnity Relations
Relief Payments

15. Community Relations
Sporting Challenge

16. Commerce and Industry
Jobs for Vietnamese

17. Transportation
Ferry service t

18. Transportation

Medical Treatment

1¢. Transportation .
MEDEVAC

Binh Gia

Binh Gia

: _w_1jﬁﬁﬁéﬂgﬁﬁéﬁml T

3 II:.'-rm-E_-_ Y

RESTRICTED:

'is " 3

1 ATF CA Sec

T 14 August "

Hoa Lang

Hoa Long/Binh Ba

"ok cetld
= il Ty
“a

Binh Ba

Binh Gia/Binh Ta
Hoa Long

Nerrative Description of Projects

The MEDCﬂPS-ﬁdﬁducted“a$hﬂinh Ba troated approximately 1200 eivilians.,

hed the opportunity to consult a doctor, the respeonse for the first few deys was enormous,
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As this was. the first time
On one dey alone

a, Malnutrition. Considered to be caused by & very unbalanced diet and a cnmpléfé:lack of fresh
the, population suffer from vitamin or iron deficiency.
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10, - The: English classes. at Hna Lﬂng had an average attendance ﬂf 14 students. The extra nﬁé?hﬁuf;iﬁsfﬁﬁctfﬁﬁ requested
cnmmanced this week. T R : _ A, wel 4308, i - B 0 TER |
p Clothing, suitable for yuung-glrls which was received from a family in Australia was dlatrthu%ed tﬂ the children of
deceased members of the RF/PF force at Binh Gia.
12. Some toys were distributed to children of deceased RF/PF members at Binh.Gla. .
13. Approximately 2,200 kilos of rice was distributed at Binh Ba. g iy
14. Relief payments were made to:- L= | - , ?
. " a. Mother of child admitted to hospital $VN 200 T
b. Widow mother of son who was killed $VN 500. MR |
SIS LEY i On 15 August the children of Binh Ba challenged the Australien Trnapa to a game ﬂf soccer.  The uhallenge was over confidently
met'hy_the ‘Australians who were soundly defeated 17 goals to NIL. The Australians were no match for their smell opncnents.
16. e Tive Vletnamese vlllagers frem.Huu Long were emplny&d fnr a total qf;240'h0prs on ¢he school fePairgpfojéctQ'(tﬁfﬁlfcnst
15 - ﬁpprﬂximately'1500 people were transported through the 1 ATF area alung Route 2, by army transport. '
18. Slxty suspected TB sufferers were tranaparted tu Barla hospltal for K Ray and then returned to Binh Ba.
_?9. Royal Auﬁtrallhn Air Force Hellcupters transPQrte& natlents from the site of MEDCAPS tﬂ the hnspltal at Vung Tau.

Evaluation of Programme

No change from previous reports.

r
=

Comments and Recommendations

Instruction in diet and in elementary hygiene could mmat llkely‘lead tn 1mprnvement in the general health of the chlldren
in the V1llagea 115ted abﬁvE. e ,

RESTRICTED
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_b. Tuberculosis. This is considered to be the main single cause of serious &Ilness and disahility. 60 villaéers have
been X Rayed to this date and of the 20 X Ray reports received 15 are positive for TB,

c. Bronchitis. Prevalent, especially among infants and children.

d. Skin Diseases. Mainly IMPETIG!,

e. Intestinal Wbrmrlnfest#tiqgg.

f. Malaria. Some cases but does not appear to be a major problem, v

g. Hypochondrical Complaints. Numerous, and possibly brought about by thenovelty of having available medical attentiona

No dependants of ARVN forces were treated at Binh Ba.

Ze The MEDCAPS conducted at Binh Gia treated a total of 480 villagers of whom 336 were ARVN RF dependents. The main complaints
were, skin diseases, Intestinal worms and Bronchical complaints.. . . (.-. i gl i b e | >

3 'f“ The MEDCAPS at Hoa Long were conducted at the school and market area and-a total of 110 villagers were treated. The main
complaints were skin diseases and bronchical complaints. It is not known how many of those treated were RF dependants but a
conservative estimate of 10% (11) could be made. -

4, The DENTCAP at Binh Gia treated a total of 30 %illagers'Whﬂ requested attention.

5e Specialized medical. treatment was giﬁen to two adults and one child who weré all subsequently transferred to and admitted to
the Vung Tau hospital. '

w—

6. - The school repairs are progressing and new wall length black boards are being installed. The painting of gll desks in the

school is nearly completed.

T._ _ The grading and packing of the base for the new market at Hoa Long was completed and a contract was negotiated for the

building of the new market. This construction will be supervised by Australian Army Engineers. R S R e e ot |

B The electric g?nﬂratnr used in one of the hamlets of Binh Gia was given a top overhaul and general repairs by army mechanics.
. ﬁbﬂgt 8 hours work was given to this project and, due to the vintage of the equipment it was necessary to fabricate new and replacement
-parts.

9 The flag pole at the Hoa Long school is nearing cnmpléffnn'i ’

i
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1f a mobile X Ray plant were available to visit the villages then meny people with TB could be detected and
then be taken to cure end prevent spread of this prevalent disease. e RER e

Meny schools in this area are suffering from the lack of even the most rudimentary and instructional aids.

I T
A \ 1,‘.

-;'. ‘ A 3
'h.l-/ -"-,_ V"‘-"-H“"';""’ - -—'NN-—"-F-

\(J‘*ggn J Donohoe)
| o
\ xaﬁf Officer Civil Affairs
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HQ 1 ATF
Nui Dat
~ Ghug 66

RT723/1/15

CIVIC ACTION REPORT 5/66

Find attached a copy for information of civic action report 5/66 forwarded
to I1 FFV,

e ;
l‘yl x ‘!"1-(. L“Fr‘ﬁ—tﬂw &ﬁj‘ o
I' ":l ' = A -li

:
A0

\)\ (0.D. Jackson) ...

Brigadier
Commander 1 ATF

Distribution

List A

list D

Spares 20 (to CA Offocer)
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5/66 Civic Action Repert: 21 Aug - 27 Aug 66.

-~ RESTRICTED

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADGUARTERS 41 AUSTRALTIAN TASK FORCE

NUL DAT - PHUOC TUY PROVINCE

DATE . or.% UGHFLE"I’E{_

No __DESCRIFTION ARE)/DISTRICT UNITS INVOLVED DATE
]I,I{Egézlr} and San:?.tg_.tiﬂn ?%2242%0) 5 RAR 22 and 24 A}lgust_ - Cnntinuou_s._h:___ g
2. ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ? and sépftat;an. ?§§§¢§§?s). TN 3 SAS qu{? F_Anb 23 and 27 August e iosumac)
Y et ol i s ikt e
4, g;;égEPand sanitation Binh Gia 33 Dent Unit 23 and 27 August s 2 o 9 ._ Shisi |
D Ez:izgla?ipiﬁi:atian Binh Gia 1 ATF CA Slgc 27 August ) ,,’_'.,. i e
7. SZEizquz;:;ra Hoa Long TF My all week 60% i geszmaet
8. }izrnﬁ:;u;;;zz Hoa Long 1 Fﬂ.Sqn RAE/TF CA SEP A11 week 20%. - peidatzegased]
9' .Eﬁ?fﬁiﬁ;ﬁéiﬁgrials i WS o “niep anéinuﬂéé'~'-~:;~-:.
; (2 g;;ztngzian Hoa Long TF ﬂrtgu 23 and 24 August 95%
‘ (

|
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20,

21,

e

Education and Training

Construction
Road Repair

Construction .

Building Materials -

Construction
Bridge Repair

Community Relations
Husking of Rice

Cormunity Relations
Clothing Distribution

Community Relations
Food Distribution

Community Relations
Relief Payments

Commerce and Industry
Jobs for Vietnamese

Transportation
Ferry Service

Transpertation
Supplies tc Binh Gia

Transportation

MEDEVAC

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

_Hoa Lﬂgg‘_

Hoa Long

Hoa Long

Hoa, Long

RO Tong

Binh Gia

Biﬁh Ba
BiﬁH"Gi@/ﬁﬂa.Znng
Hoa Long

Hoa Lc:ng/Binh. Ba
Binh Gia

Binh Gia/Hoa Long

1 74 Sgn RAE

1 ATR CA-Seesy o
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“1-ATF CA Sec

1 Fd Sgn RAE

1 ﬂfﬁ CA Séc

| ATF CA Sec
5 RAR

1 ATF CA Sec

1 ATF CAISEG

1 ATF Provost Det

APC Sqn/1 ATF CA Sec

RAAF/1 ATF CA Sec
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4 x 1 hour lessons

22 August

24 hugust

27 August

22 and 23-'.&511&1131:‘
23 and 27 iugust

25 August

All week

" "

23 August

Continuous

Cﬁgﬁig£ed
ﬁéﬁfiﬁuéﬁs

"

5
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L L. 5 2 .

Narrative Description of Projects. o eyl - ' RESHTEIRAY ¥ g S & |

o

b The MEDCAPS conducted at Binh Ba treated 140 civilians none of whonm were T/EF dependants., . In addition to the MEDCAPS 110
civilians were treated for minor complaints by a medical arderly detached from 1 ATF CA unit. Vo ' e

i 12 ~ The MEDCAPS conducted st Binh Gia tréated & total of 230 civilisns of whom abolit 160 were RE/PF depend&nts Thése two MEDCAPS
detected 25 cases of mumps in children. A complete medical survey of this village hes not yet been made but initial observations made
to date have revealed'a prevalence of anémia riést Yikely cauged by Hodkwormy ' | - s

;N The MEDCAP conducted at Hoa Long was again located at one Gf the ‘schocls and anpr0x1matgly 20 children were treated for minor
complaints. . :

4. The DENTCAPS conducted at Blnh Gla truated a tDta% of 23 ClVIIIHHE of whom 14 were RF/PF depen&ants.- 28 teecth were extracted.
B e Three pecple were given speclallzed medlcal treaumcnt and were all evacuatnd to hnspltal at Earla. These cases . were:-

=

Do Fractured Arn. | o . o 1ok SR

£ g o ' ¢ r :--"F_-'! i | T [ ! l. o
3] T - i = a g T ur . R . &

b; Hend surgery tc correct a minor deformity.

* C
oy

Gy Herzia.

6. Medical supplies were given to one of the hamlets at_Binh Gia_and_wi;1 be_usad,tq tre@t_minn: illnesaes:etc.

S ) alEN S S

T School repairs are progressing and work has commenced on renewing exlstlnﬁ doar frames and the const“uctlmn Gf Eﬂﬂll raised
platforms to besused by the teachers., ~ Painting 6f School’ fittings contimues. =

& The foundations and some of the upright pillars nf the Hoa Long market have bcen put in plach. ﬂcrk carrlﬂd nut by a
contractor is being supervised by Australian Army Engineers. T il e

Qe & Lumber and cenen'b to. he uEed on- *hc'. self help project Df cﬂnstruﬂfmg fﬂm' cla,ssfggmg have heeni:aﬁ%aa.ued ﬂﬁd; delivered to a
hﬂﬂlﬂt at Binh. Gia. - : : : TRkl gt ey S Sl ® ) v ipes i - : Sk NS s b

10, Additional work has been undertaken with the construction of %ﬁéﬁflag'pﬂle at the Hoa Long school to make it more decorative.

RESTRICTED ‘
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1. English classes at Hoa Long are progressing satisfactarly. Students are requesting Bnglish publicatiens to-read and. to date
some have been supplied with an enthusiastic reaction.
BT o
8, 500 metréa of Roﬁta 2 NORTH uf_HDﬁ Lcng_was graded and widened. - 3
13. | Some building materials, required for the repair of the llVlng-quarters for RF dependants were-dellvered to Hoa Lcng
144 “A brldge of Route 2, used extensively by c1v1113ns gnlng to. anﬂ.frnm Blnh Gia and Binh Ba frﬂm.Barla and Hoa Long was repaired

and improved by Army Enﬂ1neers.

& w5 % “ One ‘fon of captured unhusked rice was delivered to the Hosa Long rice mill where an arrangement - been na&e:tﬁﬂtfin~paymant
for the husking the mill will keep the husks.

"M16.  Small azmounts of clothing'weﬁe distributed to the poorer persﬂns at Binh Gia._
175 800 155 of ricé'was distributed to the poorer pecple at Binh.Ba.
18. Relief payments of $VN 100 each were paid to two of the eivilians taken to hospital by 1 ATF CA Secfian.
19. Six Vietnamese villagers were employed and were paid a total of $VN 4,200, | | ! “
20. Approxinately 2000 people were transported through the 1 ATF area along Route 2, by'army tranﬁpnrt
P i 1 ATF CA Sec asslated by 1 APC Sgn transpurted bulldlng-supplles to Binh Gla.
82,5 Phree civilians were MEDE?nC from Binh Gla.by hﬂllcapter,- The chlld.HG-was.transpurted home after a-suGGEESfui'eye‘éﬁeratinn

conducted at 36 MEDEVAC at Vung Tau.

Ivaluation of Prograrme.

~ The population at Binh Gia have shown open appreciation of the Civie Action efforts in this village. They have shown a sincere
deésire in undertaklng a self-help programme and have asked for technical assistance and if possible material assistance. -

4 small percentage of the population at Binh Ba have indicated that they welcome the Australian presence but the remainder at
present are uncommittal.

=
PR ol

RESTRICTED.
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The population of Hoa Long are mcre friendly i ‘ ' ;
: _ ¥ in their outlook towards the troors in the area and a : : ;
of a‘few SN WD Ereet}ngs 1n5?ead of either standing placidly or extending their hands for gifts. Mﬂnytzzuiizliizn;tw;?h :h? e
soldiers carrying out civic action projects now appear to be taking a genwine interest in these activities ToE S

Cerments and Reconmendations

Due to the increase in Civic Action projects Warrant Officers from the CA Section will be detached to thres of the najor 1 ATF

units. A major unit has been given the responsibility for civie action in a particular villege. It is anticipated that these Warrant

Of.fi 1 14 =y - ; - 3 2 : a3 v : - :
cers will spend most of their time in thcoe villages where they will direct and co-ordinate the civiec action projects

It has been noticed that there are many children with hair-lips an ] nh harl
_ i ‘ 2o el e I -11ps and cleff pallets, particularly in the Vi .
Binh Gia. It is considered very desireable that a repair programme for these defects be ;tarted Al sugﬁ o pﬂssibleHa et of

; Ag Officer Civil Affairs
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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

HEADQUARTERS, 1st AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE
NUI DAT

L Aug 66

cabjects Artillery Resources - Allocation (U)

LO s

vee Distribution

1.{R) ‘The following is the plenned allocation of artillery
rTesources in 1 ATP,
O 5 RAR 6 RAR En Bn GS Bty
Succeed- Succeed-
ing ing
5 RAR 6 RAR
id May to 105 Bty 161 Bty = - 103 Bty
iid Aug 66 in DS in DS
did Aug to 103 Bty 161 Bty = = 105 Bty &
Mid Dec 66 in DS in DS 101 Bty
Mid Dec 66 103 Bty 101 By - w * 161 Bty
to Mid Mar 67 in DS in D8 .

Mid Mar to
Mid Mey 67

161 Bty 101 Bty 161 Bty 101 Bty 103 Bty
in DS in DS in -DS in DS

Notes:

i The above allocation ensures that no more than two
batteries serve in DS of each battalion except that
ln the case of 5 RAR, 161 Bty comes in DS about 7/8
weeks before the departure of 5 RAR snd is then
reedy to pass on in DS to the successor battalion,

nJ

+ The allocation, in general, gives each battery three

months general support followed by six months direct
support.,

3+«  Proposals from mid March 1967 on are, at this stage,
conjectural only,

2. (U) These datea are subject to alteration,

FOR THE COMMANDER

Distribution:

5 plus HQ ARV, HQ NZ Force VIETNAM, TOC and Arty Tac HQ (2)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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SECRET

”
- _ AUSTRALIAN MITITARY FORCES
HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE VIETNAM
NUT DAT
R723-1-6 6 Aug 66

oUBJECT ¢ Weekly Operational Forecast (Planned Operations) (U)

TO: IT Field Porce Vietnanm

COPY TO: HQ AFV
HQ NZ Force Vietnam
1 ALSG

s (U) In compliance with II Field Force Vietnam Tactical
SOP (Draft) dated 12 April 1966, the Weekly Operational Forecast
(Planned Operations) for the weck commencing 8 August 1966 is

attached.
FOR THE COMMANDER:
gae T
I Encl V. RICHARD R. HANNIGAN
as é%” lMejor
03
gEGARDED UNCLASSIFIED WHEN

SPARATED FROM CLASSIFIED
ENCLOSURE

SECRET
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HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE VIETNAM

(WEEKLY OPERATIONAL FORECAST - PLANNED OPERATIONS (R723-~1-6))(U)

1.  (8) Op HOLSWORTHY:

a. Control hq: 1 ATF

b, Participgting Unit: 5 RAR and PHUOC TUY Sector.

c. Type (objective): Cordon, search and beginning of pac-
ification of the village of BINH EBA
with a view to opening Inter Provin-
cial Route 2.

d. Locations YS448749

S flanned dates: D Day 8 Aug 66,

f. OSupport requirements beyond 1 ATF capability:

§1§ Psywar Aircraft.
2) Light fire tean.

SEGRET
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CONFIDENTIAL

AUSTRATLTAN MITITARY TORCES

HEADQUARTERS, 15T AUSTRALIAN TADK FORCE VIETNAM

NUI DAT
R723-1=3 Tﬂug 66
SUBJECT: Monthly BEvaluation (U)

e Commanding Genersal
11 Mield Force Vietnan
ATTN: AC of o, G3
APO 96266

COPY TOs HQ AFV (4)

HQ NZ Force Vietnam (2)

1APC San

1 Pd Regt RAA

1 Fd Sqn RAE

h RARK

6 RAR

3 45 Sgn

(U) In compliance with II Pield Force Vietnam Tacticel SOP

(Draft), dated 12 April 1966, the Monthly Evaluation (MONIVAL)
for the month of July 1966 is atttachede

FOR THE COMMANDER:

fos & Hlitiiod

: 1 Encl / RICHARD R. HAWNIGAXN
| as “’Majﬂr, RA Inf
03

REGARDED UNCLASSIFIED WHEN
SEPARATED FROM CLASSIFIED
ENCLOSURE
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T CONEIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE VIETNAM
(MONEVAL (R723/1/3)) ] fug 66

1. (C) GENERAL:

During the month of July 1966 units under operational
control of the Commander, 1st Australian Task Force Vietnam
conducted search and destroy operations in the area of XA LONG PHUOC
YS4464, NUI NGHE YS3972, DUC MY 5447725, NE of LANG PHUOC HOA YS2863
towards the mountain pass ¥53166, and to the NE of XA LONG TAN YS4865,
Road Runner operations were conducted between the vieinity of LONG
BINH YT0606 and NUI DAT YS$4366, and between LANG PHUOC HOA YS2863
and NUI DAT YS4366. In addition, extensive patrolling of the TAOR
continued., These operations incrcased the area of VC bagse denial
within the TAOR, demonstrated to the VO our intention and ability
to use and keep open roads, interdicted the supply route of D445 Bn,
and destroyed the looal VC Guerilla foree in +ho village of DUC MY
¥5447725. OperationgENOGGERA, SYDNEY I and II, BRISBANE and HOBART
I and IT werc the major operations for the month. |

2. (C) OPERATIONS:

a. A total of six major military opcrations (batialion
s8lze or larger) were conduched agalnst Viet Cong forces in the 1st
ATF TAOR by units under operational control of this headquearters.
Five of the six operations resulted in contact. There were two
small unit (COmpany size) operations conducted during the month
which resulted in negative contact.

b. Operation ENOGCE: y 1nitiated on 21 June, was an
opeération in which TF 6RAR searched XA LONG PHUOC ¥84464 and destroyed
all VC installations above and below the ground and denied the
village to the VC for later use., The operation terminated on
> July., Total VC casueltics were 1 KIA (possible), 3 WIA (possible)
32 VCS, and ten weapons (all rifles)., VC equipment and meterial
losses were 537 houses, approximately 500 egcape tunnels and air
rald shelters under houses, one tunnel 800 mctres long, 20 other
tunnels of varying lengths up to 205 feet - the total length being
approximately 2,000 feet, 42.5 toms of rice, 3.5 tongs of sslt, and
medical and dental supplies.

C. Opecrations SYDNEY I and II were conducted during the
period 4 to 23 July. TF 5RAR secarched and clcared the NUI NGHE
YS53972 mountain area, DUC MY Villege I5447725, eliminated the local
VC guerrilla force in DUC MY wvillage, and brought nearer the opening
of Infter Provincial Route 2. Highlight of the operation was the
the successfvl cordon and search of DUC MY village YS447725, The
cordon infiltrated during the hours of darkness snd s ccinpany search
group swept into the village at first light (0620 hours).
vimultemecously, a psy ops aircraft overhead warned the villages that
the area was surrounded, and to remain in their homes. Total
casualties were 4 VC KIA (BC), 4 WIA, 4VCC, and 15 VCS. The need
to conduct this operation in two parts; necessiteted by Operation
BRISBANE, highlights the problem of defending the operationel base
arca and conducting operations with a two battelion task force.

d. Operation BRISBANE, initiated on 16 July, scarched the
arca NE of LANG =~ PHUOC HOA YS2863 towards the mountain pess YS3166,
Before the operation, encimy were suspected to be located at ¥S313 _
649. There were some indications that the force could have been ;
part of a North Vietnamese battalion, from an srca kmown to have ;
been a VC stronghold of long duration. No significant contact was
made, and the operation terminseted on 18 July in & Road Runncr
operation between LANG PHUOC HOA YS2863 and NUI DAT YS4366,

€. Operations HOBLRT I and II were conducted during the
period 24 to 29 July. TF 6RAR execcuted 2 search and destroy mission
in the area.EAST and NE of XA LONG TAN ¥54865 where 3 SAS Sqn patrols
had reported VC concentrations, and clearecd XA LONG TAN YS4865,

CONFIDENTIAL -
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CONFIDENTIAL 4

MONEVAL (R723/1/3), HQ, 1ST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE, 7 Aug 66

Operation HOBART I was successful, two major contacts being made
with what appeared to be, at the time, a VC Company minus, Total

VC casualties were 7 KIA (BC), 4 KIA (possible), 19 WIA. Documents
taken from one of the V(¢ KIA established them as meumbers of D445
Battalion. This was the first time that 1st ATF forces hed contacted
VC other than local guerrills foreccs, and also the first time they
have received VC mortar fire. D445 was found to be & more skilful
enemy than the local guerrilla, capable of guick reaction and
nenoeuvre, An intercsting feature was the use of bugle calls as
3r.gnals, The search of YA LONG TAN YS4865 in Operation HOBART IT

+41d not reveal as much as was expected. Apparently an ARVN operaiion
in the villege in March this year was more thorough than anticipated.,
However some tunnels and caches were located and destroyed,

: f. 1,875 air sorties were flown. and 8,713 rounds of
artillery were fired in support of ground operations during the
month,

3. (C) V¢ ACTIVITY:

Of the contacts made with VC elements during the report-
ing period the majority were initiated by 1st ATF. However one '
incident of harassment did occur. No VC Main Force clements wera
identified in contact although towards the end of the month there
were 1lndications of a possible Main Porece infiltration into the
arca West of the 1st ATF TAOR. The local Provincial Mobile
Battalion (D445) was contacted and sustained casualtics. Enemy
losscs were 21 KIA (BC) 9 WIA, 5 VCC. Weapons - 10 assorted rifles,
one automatic weapon, cne M79 grenade launcher, 20 grenades M79,

2 grenades, one claymore mine, onc anti~tenk mine and 5 rounds of
garrand ammunition. The enemy lost 3 tons 7001lbs of rice and 40
gallons of cooking oil., Supplies and cquipment were also captured
and related installations destroyed. Installations in the main
consisted of transitory camps and tunnel systems. 5&D operations
experienced sniper and in one case mortar fire.

4, (U) RURAL CONSTRUGTION:

Daring the month of July, the revolutionary development
program was supported by units of the l1st ATI as follows:-

a., The surrounds of one school were cleared end graded
and the entrance road to the school was widened, graded and levelled.

b. 1000 metres of tracks throughout the village of HOA
LONG were widened and levelled and the cdges cleared.

Co Convexeational English classea_wero'cenducted for 20
people (primerily villege officials) and plang are being executed to
develop this project and to commence another class.,

5 (U) PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS/CIVIL AFFATIRS:

& Pamphlets and voice aircraft were usced in Operation
SYDNEY II in the BINH BA arca. The only rallier to 1st ATT came in
during this operation.

+ Dy Civic Action

(1) Units of the 13t ATF conducted MEDCAP operations
and treated approximately 800 villagers.

Ak
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CONFIDENTIAL

MONEVAL (R723/1/3), HQ, 1ST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE, 7 Aug 66

_ (2) Over 6000 1lbs of captured rice and small quantities
of army rations were distributed throughout the TAOR.

(3) Three cases requiring specialised medical
treatment were treated by unit medical persomnel or cared for and

transported to the Provincial hospital at BARIA and the Korean
hospital at VUNG TAU.

(4) Purther civic action projects are being planned
anl as the TAOR becomes more established will be put into operation.

6. (U) LOGISTICS: Omitted.
7. (U) PERSONNEL: Omitted.

8. (C) TRAINING:

‘ 1 Fd Regt RAA conducted training with CH4A7 Chinook
alrcraft. Procedures were standardized for the loading and unload-
ing of the guns, and then practised by crews. The coordination of
doctrine and method achieved by this should greatly assist this
aspect on future operations. A language course designed to Ptrain an
additional 30 Vietnamese linguists was initiated at VUNG TAU on 14
July and continued throughout the period. The course is due to
E;yﬁlnate on 14 October when the linguists will rejoin their parent

its.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AUSTRATTAN MILITARY FORCES
HEADQUARTERS, 18T AUSTRLLIAN TASK FORCE VIETWAM

NUI DAT
R723-1-7 s Aug 66
SUBJECT:  leasurement of Progress (VC Base Arca Denial)
TO: II Pield Force Vietnam

COPY TO: HQ AFV(4)
HQ NZ Force Vietnam (2)

Attached at Anmex is overlay showing the extended area

in which VC installations, stores, caches, ete, have been either
removed or destroyed as at 10 Aug 1966,

: FOR THE COMMANDER:

..-5:'- 3 .."5'7":”
"’;“"’;:’?:;;3:/: : IZ:,("_'E» e N
RICHARD R. HANWIGAN,
Major, RA Inf

53
Anmnex: A. VC Base Area Denial
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED WHEN
SEPERATED FROM CLASSIFIED
_ ENVELOPE
CONFIDENTIAL
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MESSAGE FORM

T ey Bl B S e o b S b W ey e S o B P e B S B B i S i e e o (— — T e e Gy e el P e Pl A

Precedence~Actlon Pprecedence~ Info Date-Tlme Group |

IMMED | ATE PRIORITY 1407/42 ;
— W R W S e -—--l--—-u-“_-—_l—--—lﬂ——l--—-——-—-----—n—---—Hh_“---il
From 1 ATF :
f
To 11 FFORCEY Securlty Classlflcatlon
: SECRET
Info AUSTFORCE VIETNAM ok SR ot ook N A B O o e e S
HQ NZ FORCE VIETNAM !
i |
1 ALSG Origlinatort!s Number

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL FORECAST (PLANNED OPERATIONS) FOR WEEK COMMENCING

' 15 AUGUST 1966 .
ONE , OPERATION . HOLSWORTHY .
TWO , CONTROL HQ , 1 ATF
THREE , PARTICIPATING UNITS , ALFA . TASK FORCE 5 RAR CONSISTING OF 5 RAR
CMM 1 APC SQN (MINUS) CMM TWO BTRYS 41 FD REGT RAA CMM ONE TP 4 FD SQN RAE .
BRAVO , PHUOC TUY SECTOR .

FOUR o TYPE (OBJECTIVE) , ALFA , CONTINUATION OF PACIFICAT]ON OF XA BINH BA,

BRAVO , SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATION ON . SUSPECTED VC PRCVINCE HEADw
QUARTERS IN EAST TAOR CMM INFORMATION FROM VC RALLIER CHIEF OF OGTAFF
o DIY

FIVE ., LOCATION , ALFA , YS 448749 , BRAVO , CENTRE OF MA3S YS 480724 .

SIX , PLANNED DATES , OPERATION CONTINUES THROUGH PERIOD UNTIL 19 AUGUST .
SEVEN , HELICOPTER REQUIREMENTS BEYOND ORGANIC CAPABILITY . LIGHT FIRE

TEAM |

EIGHT , FIXED WING AIRCRAFT REQUIREMENTS BEYOND ORGAN.C CAPABILITY . NONE .
NINE , OTHER COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT REQUIRED BEYOND ORGANIC RESOURGCES .
PSYWAR AIRCRAFT

Drafters Name Offliae Tele No
HUTCH] SON G Plans 3

Releasing Offlecers Signatupe and Rank

@ /?:?/L A‘—j""l-r Jﬁ.-..\/ Capt
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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

. .

HEADQUARTERS, 8ST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE VIETNAM

NUIl DAT

R723-1-9 ’4 August 1966

SUBJECT: 1st Australain Task Force Vietnam Monthly Operational Forecast
September 1966,(U)

TO: - Commanding General
11 Fleld Force Vietnam
ATTNg G3 Plans
APO 96266

COPY TO: HQ AFV
HQ NZ Force Vietnam
1 ALSG

(U} In ecompllance with 11 Fleld Forece Vletnam Regulatlon Number 3352
dated 9 June 1966, the Monthly Operational Forecast fop September 1966 1s
attached,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

“Aé;dr éb ,ﬁiiuéiﬁiﬂﬁfkfl/

| Encl CHARD R, HANNIGAN
as Ma;nr, RA Inf,

S3

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
WHEN SEPARATED FROM
- CLASSIFIED ENCLOSURE
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SECRET

HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE VIETNAM
(MONTHLY OPERATIONAL FORCCAST SEPTEMBER 1966 (R723-1=9))(U)

Op VAUCLUSE

a.,

Control hgq: 1st ATF

Particlpating Unlt: Task Force 6 RAR consisting of & RAR,

S RAR («), one btry 1 Fd Regt RAA, one tp 1 Fd Sgn RAE,
Type {abjentiva); Search and Destroy,

Locatlons: Zones CHERRY and BLUE, See 1 ATF OPLAN 1-66,
Planned dates: 31 August to 14 September 1956;

Support requirements beyond 1 ATF capablllty: None

RCDIGT1028074



RESTRICTED

R220-1-3 HQ 1 ATF

HQ AFV (4)

OPERATIONAL AWALYSIS - LESSONS LEARNED

L e R RE R PR T R T A R R b e e T SR R W W — e S Ee L B T

Enemy

s Local guerillas continue to use tracks in spite of our
ambushes, indicating poor intelligence., '

Weapons

e A number of cases nave been reported of VC being hit by OMC

fire and not being stopped. One incident was reported of a VC who
was knocked over by an OMC burst who got up again and fled. Over
50 metres the OMC or its ammunition is ineffective, and since many
contacts in Vietnam occur in rubber or pasdi fields at ranges
greater than 50 metres, the OMC is considered unsuitable as a
weapon for Vietnam. The OMC should be withdrawn from igsue in

1 ATF and replaced by the IM16(Armalite) which is already widely in
use by forward scouts and is proving most effective.

s The M79 (Grenade Launcher) is proving a most effective
wegpon, perticularly for engaging huts. It should be ineluded on
the establishment of an infantry battalion on the lines of one per
rifle section.

Artillery Support
44 When a contact is made it is useful to call for artillery

immediately. This provides an opportunity for ranging, and is of
great psychological value to those in the contact.

search and Destroy Operations

D Where boundaries between searching sub units cannot be
clearly defined on the ground, a buffer space should be left
between sub-units to allow freedom of manoevure with out endanger-

L

ing friendly forces. |

Deployment Procedures

6, This must be done by crawling, after contccts at short
ranges in close country. Men who stand up to move present them-
selves as excellent targets to the enemy,

T This applies particalarly to section commanders moving
forward to check a situation with forward gscouts, or scoubs or
plcquets attempting to move back with information. It may be better
to call out than move. Use of covering fire including grenades
should not be overlooked,

Fire Discipline

B cometimes it is necessary to depart from the normal rules
of only firing when the target is seen. On occasions in thick
country it is necessary to fire at the general area where it is
thought enemy may be.

99 . Thig im 8 necessary cnd effective technique providing the
section commander always retains control and can stop or re~direct

fire,
_ RESTRICTED S (s
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Cordon and search

e e W ol B L R e W

10, For best results cordon should move into position on foot
during the hours of darkness. Cereful reconnaissancs of routes
forward by sub unit guide parties is necessary. Seuarch should
commence at first light.

11, In close country dindividuals in a cordon should be no
further than 10 metres apart.

12, Reserves should be located at key points outside the cordon.
3% All soldiers should imow the Vietnamese words for "Halt/

stop", "Hands up", "Come here", "Lie down!.:.: i

14, Picguets should be placed out to watch for snipers when
searching houses or checking ID cards. This applies anywhere,
including road check points and pacified villages.

Pood Caches

155 These are often found under the floor of houses.

Use of Air

e e o e UM DN JSR

T Various commanders are still wery hesitant in ealling for
close air support, An attempt to remedy this lack of confidence
will be made by arranging for them to fly o mission in a FAC
aircraft, and by arranging demonsitrations of the use of ground
straffing by machine gun fire by fighter aircrart.

COPY TO:s II Field Froce Vietnam (4)

RESTRICTED
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R901=1-1 ' HQ 1 ATF
NUI DAT

Pl B ma e S s e e S e

[ Responsibllities of 1 Fd Sqn RAE and the princlples to be followed
In the management of engineer pesources allotted 1 ATF for the constructlon
of 1 ATF Base are set out below,

AR 1.Fd Sgqn RAE Is responsible for:
a, Advice to commanders and staff on englneer matters,
b, Technical supervislon of all engineer work In 1 ATF Base Area,
B Allocation of englneer plant and labour for development of 1 ATF

Base within priorities lald down by HQ 1 ATF,
d. Advice on progress of engineer works,

e, Allocation and release of engineer stores and material to units
and projects In accoprdance with the prioritles and with policies laid
down by HQ 1 ATF,.

8 Malintenance of high standards for all iypes of construction withln
1 ATF Base whether doneo by unit labour, or englneer rescurces, or both.,

- Checking all P26 for technical Efficiency;pract;ﬂability, safety m
and economy .

h. Approval of P26s for those workée whose undertaking has been
approved In broad principle by HQ 1 ATF according to the priorltles
of work,

G Referring to HQ 1 ATF P26s for wbrk whose undertaking has not
been establlshed in principle by HQ 1 ATF.

K. Malntenance of fopward stocks of all engineer materlials, based
en normal usage rates and for forecasted projects,

i Lialson with HQ 1 ALSG (DAQMG Malnt) and OC 55 AESS Det to
have engincer stores moved forward as required,

m, Long range forecasting of engineer stores and material requlred
Tor 1 ATFE,

n. Establishing direct engineer lialson with units to faclilitate
the foregoing,

S OC 1 Fd Sqn is to Issue on beBalf of Comd 1 ATF such technical inst-
ructlons and establish such methods of management as are necessary for the
dlscharge of his responsibilitles,

4., In the first instance all requests for englneer advice, works, and
material is to be referred to 1 Fd Sqn., Requests outsl established pollcles
and priorities are to be referred to Comd 1 ATF or hi aff, as appropriate,
through 0C 1 Fd Sqn, / :

Ma j
DAAG QMG

7,
uistrJ{tiun: Liet A; D, 1 ALSG; ; | ,i--"" |
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG10280/74



CONFIDENTIAL

QUARTERS, 15T AUSTRALIAN TASK PORCE VIETNAN
NUI DAT

/ dag 66

1« (¢ oval is requested to carry out crop destruction over
udﬂﬂ:rﬁu)u gummum::-mmmmmu
Coordinates Y5 345768,

2, (@) It is thought that this aves is being used for
cultivation by the VC.

N— 3e {f) Written approvel hes been given by Provinee Chief, Phuoe

CONFIDENTIAL
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MESSAGE FORM

Precedence Action Preceédence Info Date Time Group

IMMED | ATE PRIORITY 28 551 2

_--_--'__--_____ﬂ_-—_------_“—_-______-------——_——--—"

Seaurlty Classlf]cat!ﬂn

To 11 FFORCEYV
SECRET

W e s e e e e S e T R e S W — i ——— T — i — — — -

Info AUSTFORCE VIETNAM Oprlglnators Number

HQ NZ FORCE VIETNAM 6457 Ky ot
1 ALSG ’LL}'

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL FORECAST (PLANNED OPERATIONS) FOR WEEK COMMENCING

29 AUGUSY 1966 ; ONE . OPERATION VAUCLUSE CMM SCHEDULED FOR PER]OD

31 AUGUST THRU 14 SEPTEMBER 1966 CMM ]S DEFERRED AND WILL NOT COMMENCE
BEEORE 14 SEPTEMBER 1966 , HQ 1 ATF R723=1-9 DATED 14 AUGUST 1966 REFERS ,
TWO ', SATURATION PATROLLING OF TAOR WILL CONTINUE DURING PERIOD 29 AUGUST
THRU 94 SEPTEMBER. 1966 .

THREE , 1 ATF PARTICIPATION IN OPERATION TOLEDO CONTINUES

Draftors Name Offlce Tele Neo
HUTCHISON G Plans 3

Releasing Offlcers Slgnature and Rank

ﬁ E P & F X
Fr: o ﬂ‘f_fﬂ._f__; Capt

Aoty £

i
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/ SCHFIDENTIAL
AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES
HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE VIETNAM
NUI DAT
R723-1-3 5-SEP 66

SUBJECT: Monthly Evaluatlon (U)

TO:s Commandlng Genepal
Il Fleld Force Vietnanm
ATTN: AC of S, G3
APO 96266

(U) In compllance wlth Il Fleld Foree Vletnam Regulatlon Numberp
535m3,dated 6 June 1966, the Monthly Evaluatlion [(MONEVAL) for the month of
August 1966 1s attached,

FOR THE COMMANDER g

hﬂé;ﬂf E? 1fa{m£L#LquLH/H

1 Encl RICHARD R, HANNIGAN
as Major, RA Inf

$3

DISTRIBUTION:

APC Sgn

Fd Regt RAA

Fd Sqn RAE

RAR

RAR

- 3 SAS Eqn

- HQ AFV

-~ HQ NZ Forece Vietnam

(]
N ek ek b

N & b b b o o b
]

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED WHEN
SEPARATEHE FROM CLASSIFIED
ENCLOSURE

CONFIDENY 2
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CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE VIETNAM
 (MONEVAL (R723/1/3))

1. (C) GENERAL:

During the month of August 1966 units under operatlonal eontrol of the
Commander, 1st ﬂuathallln Task Force Vletnam conducted a cordon and search
of DUC TRUNG YS453746 and XA BINH BA ¥5448749, and search and destroy
operations In the vicinlty of XA BINH BA YS5448749, NU! DAT YS5485675, XA
LONG TAN YS4865, and vielnlty of YS5170, A ROAD RUNNER Opepration was cone
cucted between NUI DAT YS4365 and LONG HA| YS4449, In additlon extens]ve
patrolling of the TAOR nndtinued. These operatlons lncreased the aprea of
VC base denlal withln the TAOR, demonstrated to the VC our lntentlon and
abillity to use and keep open roads, removed the communl st Infrastructure
in XA BINH BA and paciflead the village, opened Inter Provinelal Route 2
(LT2) to elvillan traffle, (the first tax free use of the road In three
years) from HOA LONG Y8427657 to area NORTH of XA BINH BA at YS467757, and
Inflleted heavy casualties on an estimated two battallons of 275 Regt and
elements of D445 Reglonal Bn., Operatlons ROAD RUNNER SOQUTH, HOLSWORTHY,
SMITHFIELD, and TOLEDO were the major operations for the month,

2o (C) OPERATIONS:

8, A tctad of four major military operations (battallon slze or larger)
were conducted against Viet Cong forces In the 1st #TE#L&HH by units under
operationalcomt rol of thls headquarters, Two of the 4herese operatlions
resulted In contaet, There were three small unlt (company slze) operations
conducted durlng the month wlth negatlve eontact,

be Operation ROAD RUNNER SOUTH was conducted by 5 RAR hatwagn NUI DAT
YS84365 and LONG HAl YS4449 on 1 August wlth negatlive contact,

¢, Operatlon HOLSWORTHY, Inltlated on 5 August, was an operation in
whieh TF 5 RAR simultaneously cordoned and searched DUC TRUNG YS453746 and
XA BINH BA YS5448749, 168 males of milltary age were evacuated to BARIA
YS3760 for Interrogatlon, of whleh 17 were found to be confirmed VC belongling
to both the mlllsary anﬁ'party framework In XA BINH BA., 1t 1ls consldered that
the communlst Infrastructure in XA BINH BA has been rendered Ineffectlive, 1°f
not completely destroyed, The paclflcation of XA BINH BA was carrled out
by TF 5 RAR In conjunction wlth PHUOC TUY Sector; oné company of 5 RAR ree
malned 1n the'vlllaga to provide statle security from 18 August through the
reporting perlod, Actlvitles Including a medeap programme, Ssoccer matches,
and soldiers attending chureh with the villagers, have assisted In Improving
co~operation with the vlllagers., Inter:Provlinelal Route 2 (LT2) was opened
to elvilaln traffle for the flrst time . wlithout tax 1n three years from HOA
LONG YS427657 to area NORTH of XA BINH BA at YS467757 on 13 and 14 hugult;
Sinece 18 Augsut the road has been °pén on a permanent basls and has had a
marked effect on village eoonomy enabling the people to Eajurn to a more
normal way of life, The operat]on termlnated on 18 August,

de. Operation SMITHFIELD, inltlated on 18 August, was an opepatl]on In whileh
6 RAR executed a seareh and destroy mlssion In the area of NU| DAT YS54B5675
and XA LONG TAN YS4865, 'D/6 RAR and 3 APC Tp, supported by Task Force
Artlllery and aip support, Infllected heawy:casualtles on an estimated two
battallions of 275 Regt and elements of D445 REgInnal Bn, Total casualtles

were -
Frlendly Enemy
17 KI1A i 8T 245 KIA (BC)
22 WIA 3 VCC |

1 VC WIA (possible)

T x 60mm mortar complete
8 x 7.62mm LMG :

O X 7.,62mm rlfles

/29 x AK Rlfles

CONFIDENTIA
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MONEVAL  (R728/1/3), HQ, 1ST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE, 5 SEP 66,

29 x AK rilfles

1.x M1 rifle

1 x M1 carblne

1 x 7.62mm Burp gun

1 x 7.,62nm wheeled MMG
3 x A/tk weapons

1 x 30 cal BAR

e N " 1 x Thoapson SMG

28 %X 60mm bombs

22 rounds 75mm A/tk

330 assorted grenades

150 assorted weapon magazines
15,000 rounds SA assoprted

2 X 75mm RCL's

28 % A/tk grenades |
8 X K50 magazlnes, all full
3 % LAW projectlidles
1 %X US fragmentatlon grenade
1 % VC local pattern granade
226 X rounds 7,.,62mm short
4 X sets webbing

The operatlon termlnated on 21 August:

6. Operation TOLEDO, A search and destroy opepation by TF 5 RAR 1In _
the vicinlty of YS5170 as part of Operation TOLEDO was inltlatédd on 26 August,
The operation terminated on 31 August wlith negatlve contact,

T3 s’n-1g air sortles wem flown and 8,657 rounds of aEtIliary were
flred In support of ground operations during the month.,

3, 1€} NG AeTIVITY

as Contacts with the enemy durling the perlod followed the normal pattern
of brief contacts with local force guerillas except for the following incldents:

(1) (170245H). .The:Task Forece Base Apea recciwed approximately 62 x
81mm mortar rounds and 5 x 70mm Howltzepr rounds. " Base plate positions were

to the EAST and SE and fire was belleved to have come fronm elements of 275
VC Regt, 3

T
t2) (181600H), D/6 RAR werec Involved in a three hour flreafight with
an estlmated two battalions of 275 Regt and elements of D445 En: The en=
counter resulted in 245 KIA (BC) and 3 VCC, Statements bv two of the VCC
indlcated that one battallon bf 2V3 Regt 13 NVA and the remalincgi of the
Regimept hap bo:n neavlly infiltrated wish NéA replacemente, The thlired VCC
ldemtlflod D445 Bn ts haviang been In,contact as well,

(3) Towards the end of the month agent reports and aerial reconne
alseance have Indicated considerable VC actlvity and movement In the area
around MUI THAL VAI (YS$2871)., There has also been evidence of recent use
of tracks running NORTH from thls locatlon to the HAT DICH area (YS3280)

4, (U) RURAL CONSTRUCTION:

During the month of August, the revolutlonary development progeram was
supported by units of 1st ATF as follows:

a, Construotion Projects:
(1) A eontract has been made for the construetion of a Market at
HOA LONG (YS5418636), To date the markes 18 30% gcomplete and construetion is
progressing satfsfactorily,

{2) A new flag pole om a %aiaad cement stand was constructed at
Hea Long school (YS5418645),

- 2 -

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONE] 2ENTIAL

. MONEVAL (R?23f1f3}, HQ, 1st AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE, 5§ Sep 66,
. b Repalr Projects:

(1) The followlng repalr projeots were undertaken:

{aj Generator repalr. An old electrlc generator, used In one
cf the hamlets of Blnh Gla (YS502775) was repalred and |s now funetlonling
satisfactorily,

_ _ {b) School -repalrs., Extenslvye repairs to a spohool at Hoa
Long (YS418645) are I'n progress, Thls school was oclosed by the VC for some
time, and the VC In thelr efforts to keep It closed, fired on 1t causing
damage to walls, floors and celllng, To data; the floors and walls have been
repalred, wall length blackboards fitted, Current repairs belng carrled out
ars palntlig of desks, sefliting of doore and dook -Thrames snd: the constructlion
of stands for the teachers, The-r§aflng ls considered to be unsafe and plans
‘are being made to have |t completely replaced,

(e) A bridge on lnter Provinvlal Route 2 (LT2) was repalred
and Improved,

(d)  Approximately 400 metres of road was wldened and levelled,

Ca Building Materlials Dlstributions 50 bags of cement and approximately
10 sq metres of .+ imber was glven to a hamlet at Blnh Gia (YS502775) where the
local civilians will, by self help and Army supervislon, econstruct a new
four rocom sechool, Further materlals will be Issued when required,

O e (U) PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS/CIVIL AFFAIRS:
a. Psyuhalégical Operatlions;

(1) Psyops support for the Task Force was provided by 246 Psyops Bn
based at BIEN HOA,

t2) 22 Aug:

(a) 200 newssheets explalning the economle aid given to
South Vletnam by 30 Free World Countries, were handed out at the Task Force
check polnt at YS5430667.,

(b) 75,000 Malaria Leaflets were dropped In an apea of 10
square kilometres NORTH of BINH GlA (¥YS4977).

_ (¢) 40,000 Anti=Viet Cong Craft Leaflets werpe dropped overp
HOA LONG (YS4284) DUC MY (YS4473) and BINH BA (YS4574),

(d) A C47 loudspeaker alpepaft braadcast a ghleu=hol tape
for 30 minutes over the area NE from the Task Force base and dropped 100,000
leaflets directed at North Vietnamese troops,

(3) 25 hug:

(a) 50,000 Malaria leaflets, 50,000 Shieuhol leaflets and
50,000 leaflets comparlmg ARVN and V(C life were dropped along the valley from
Y$340700 to YS300650, ' :

(b) In addltlon, 206 health posters and 1,000 newssheets were
handed to Sub-Sector HQ for distribution in HOA LONG,

(4) 26 Aug:

(a) - In the area bounded by YS$340720, ¥8340800,¥5350800,Y5350720 a
total of 125,000 leaflets contalning Malaria themes and Instructions for
posentlal ralllers were dropped,

- {b) Information from two ralllers revealed that they were
€ncouraged to rally by their familles In HOA LONG. Where posslble psyops
has bcen directed at the  -VC through thele famllies,

(5) 29 Aug: There were 75,000 Malarla and Chleu=hol and 25,000 vC

CONFIDENTIAL
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MONEVAL (R723/1/3), MQ, 1st AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE, 5 SEP 66.

Tax Leaflets dpopped over an area bounded by Y8280710, YS280730, YS3 “10 and
YS5300730, An agent report had stated there was a VC battallon In the area,

(6) Thoere ls a requirement for the Task Force to have Its own
volce aireraft to quickly and fully exploit every chance to make the VC
surrender, An ldeal time would have been during the nlight after the battle wlth
275 Regt on 18 Aug 66, '

5o far there have been NO safewconduet passes dropped in the TACR,
A supply of these would also assist in convineing a VC that he should rally,

by Civie Acston:

(1) There were 2,036 Vietnamese treated durlng MEDCAP activities,
The maln complalnts treated were skin digseases, bronchial complalints, Intestinal
worms, tuberculosls, anemla (particularly In children), and malarla, Sixty
persons were itransported to BARIA hospital for chest A-ray, Of these twenty
persons were posltive TB cases,

(2) A Total of 132 Vietnamese were given dental treatment and
155 extractlons were made,

(3) Small quantities of childpent's clothing, sent from relative-
of Australian soldiers was distributed to necdy families, -

(4) A small quantity of toys, reccived from the family of an
Australian offlcer, was distributed to the chlldren of widows.

(5) 480 school klts recelved from C.A.R.,E. were distrlbuted to
chlldren at the Hoa Long school (YS418645), Prior to recelving these kits
it was common fop up to ten children to share a pencil ‘and one plece of paper,

(6) A small quantity of simple mcdlcal stores wemse issued to a
prieat at Blnh 6la,

(7) A total of $VN 3,550 was pald to:
(a) Vietnamese admitted to hospital for the purehase of food.
(b) Parents of children who acc;mpany children to hmspital.:_H
(e) Payment to widow with lapge family,

(8) English classes are being conducted at HOA LONG YS4264 and
are progressing very satisfactorily. English/Vietnamese dictionaries were
purchased and jssued to each student.

. (9) Vietnamese carpenters, masons, and labourers are being em-
ployed to carry out some pepair projects, $VN 11,640 was pald In wages durlng
August .,

(10) Nlne Vietnamese were gliven speclialized medical treatment and
all were admitted to hospltals at VUNG TAU and BARIA,

(11) Transportatlon of Vietnamo se by Australian Army and RAAF transe
port was carrled out as follows:

(a) Approximately 4,000 clivillans were transported by vehleles
along Inter PFrovineial Route 2 (LT2) through 1st ATF Base Area,

(b) Sixty clvilians were transported by vehlicles from XA
BINH BA tc BARIA for X-ray as suspected TB sufferers and were subsequently
returned to XA BINH BA,

(e¢) Nine clvllians were evacuated by RAAF hellicopter from
MEDCAF locatlons to hospitals at VUNG TAU and BARIA. Seven of these were
returned to thelr homes by helicopter on dlscharge from hospital,

(12) A total of 3?N.333,?4? was expended on Clvie Aetlon Projeects
for August, $VN 300,000 of this was the first two payments on the market

construction contract,
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(13) A total of 6,200 pounds of rlice and a quantlty of surplus
__Ations were distributed,

6 . (U) LOGISTICS: Omltted,
¥ o (U) PERSCHNEL: Omitted,

8. (C) TRAINING: A language course deslgned to traln an addltional thirty
Vietnamese llngulsts contlinued throughout the perlod, The course iIs due to
terminate on 24 Scptember when the llngulsts will rejoln thelr parent units,
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