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CONFIPLENT 7 /74
AUETRQLI&# ﬂiLfTﬂEY FORCES

HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE VIETNAM
MUl DAT

R783m1-5 5 Al Z K Becenber, 1966

SUBJECT : Combat Operations ATtep Action Report

TO See Distribution

Reference is made to:

a., Maps: VIETNAM: 1:50,000 Sheets 6429 IV, 6430111 Series L7049
2 Name and Type of Operation: Operation ROBIN = Route Security.

S Dates of Operation: The operation was conducted during the period
104200H October to 161200H QOectober 1966,

4, Location: Highway 15 beftween BARIA Y5 37561C and PHU MY YS 253744,

= G Control Headquarters: Il Field Forece Vietnam in coordination with
USARV and 1st Log Comd,

6. Reporting Officer: Brigadier 0.D. Jackson 0350, OBE,
7 Task Organization:
a , Troops taking part wore:

18t Inf Diwv

173d Abn Bde (Sep)
TE0 N E

3d Bde, 4th Inf Dlvy
|| FFORCEV Arty
12th Avn Group

b. 1st ATF task organization comprised:

5 RAR
6 RAR (=)
Elements 1 APC Sqgn
103 Fd Bty RAA
Bty A 2/35 Arty (=)
- Elements 1 Fd!' Sqn RAE
One H13 161 (lndep). Recce F1lt
Six UHIBs 9 Sqn RAAF

3 5 supportlng Forces:
a., US Army Aviation:

4

(1) Planned Suppori:

{a) One llight flre team was on stdndby at LZ KANGAROO in
1st ATF basec ecamp from 0700 hours to 1700 houre daily.

i
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{b) Filrefly 1lluminatlion healleapter supporét was avallable by
night during the period 10 to 15 October,

(e¢) One airmoblle company medium was in support from 1300 .r !
hours 30 1600 hours 10 October,

(4) Dustoff Tacllliiy enisted as normal, Dusfoff UHIP was
based a% 1st ATF Dustoff Pad YS4346635 {rom 0700 hours
to 1700 hours dallv and was on standby at YUNG TAU
during the hours of darkness,

(2) Extent of Employment and Effectlvenesc:

(a) The 1llght fire team was employed on four separate
occaisione during the operation to neutralize suspecied
enemy posltions, -

(b) FireTly support had been requested with a view to
employing the iliumination helicopier In the area WEST of
Highway 15 each nighi durlng the perlfod 10 to 15 October
incluslive, This support was not used on the request of
the Provinece Chlef. The request wac made because
fishermen were operating in the area during the hours of
curfew in an effort to offsei the effeets of a lean
fishing season.

(e} The alrmoblle company medlum was used o redeploy S RAR
less B Coy elements from AO WHITE %o posaltions along
Highway 15 beiween 1300 and 1600 hours 10 October.

(d) The Dustoff UHIB was used on three separate occaisions 1o
evaouale gacualties, namely the pilot and passenger from
a orashed H13, a sapper wounded by a booby trap, and two
RF/PF soldiers and onec A/6 RAR soldier alsc wounded by
booby traps.

.  USAF:

(1) Planned Support: Alrecraft were avallable for alrstrikes from
US Sewventh Air Fecrce,

(2) Extent of Employment and Effeciiveness: Two sombat proof
strikes were made at YS5258672 at 112140H October, Both strikes :
were slightly SW of the tairget but would have had good
demoralizing effeets, The area was subsequently checked by
ground patrols with negative results,

o Intelligence:

a. Enemy strength, location, dlsposition and gituation antleipated
in the aprea of operatlons was as follows:

(1) During Augued an? Beptembeypr tiere haﬂ-bean many agent reportis
of VC unids up to battalion size moving throughout the area,
Hﬂwavar; it was not thought ihat there were any enemy forces
larger than company size permanently based ihere, It was
expeeted $hat the forces in the area wepe lcaal Torece VYC fronm
the CHAU DUC District Company, and that their maln communice
atjon routes were in the foothills to the WEST of NUI THI
VAl YS8294712.

(2) Operation CANBERRA conflrmed intelllgence estimates that
because of jte location 1n relation to Highway 15 and a known
VC supply route leading NORTH {o the HAT DICH, the NUIl THI
VAl aprea was used as a resupply polnt, *c proylde observation
poste covering Highway 15, and as a prendeyous for coupriers,

(3) The areas consldeped most likely to be used by the VC were
re-entrants at Y52871, YS2870, and ¥YS307,

L ma
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(4) The enemy was known to maintain a limited sabojage
capability and could destroy any of the bridges and
culverts along Highway 15 from BARIA tco PHU MY, A force
to carry out these %a8ks could also approach the selected
targets from the canals and swamps to the SOUTH and WEST
of Highway 135,

[ 5 Main Forece VC werc beclicved to be located as follows:

{a) One bn 274 Regt approximately 10 kllometres NE of
PHU MY,

(b) Two bns 274 Regt EAST of Inter Provincial Route 2,

- {e) Remainder of 5 VC Div EAST of Inter Provincial Route 2,
(&) It was not considered likely that Main Forge VC would make
any attempt to intepfere with friendly operations in the
area,
bia Enemy strength and situation encountered in thc apca:

VC activity seemed to be dirceted mainly towards observing and
harrassing the operation, Snipers operated individually and in
palrs, Ground fire was rceccived by airecraft on foup occassions,
one H1l3 crashing as a result, One VC squad was contacted by A/

6 RAR at 101858H October with negative results, whilst at 131210H
ARVN troops reported that small arms fire, hcavy machine gun
fére, and suspected light moptar fire was falling in the

vieinity of the PF outposts wlong Highway 15 in the general area
of Y& 306610,

Coe Terrain and vegetation: Highway 15 proecceds gencrally NNW to
SSE, covering a distance of approximately 100 kllometres frcom
BIEN HOL City to VUNG TAU, Highway 15 has a bituminous surface
in fair to good eondition whiech varies in width from fourteen
to sixteen feet, The highway traverseg a spapsely settled
alluvial plain from BIEN HOA City -to PHU MY, whilst SOUTH
of PHU MY it frequently. passcs through or adjacent to the
manggpove swamps, Those poptions of the highway whiech lie in
close proximity to the mangrove swamps require frequent
maintenance, due to the poor drainage and r&lativcly heavy traffic.,
Thiety-one bridges, with widihs of ten feet or less are
interspersed throughout the 100 kilometres from BIEN HOA City
te VUNG TAU, Due to their narrow width the bridges constitute
critical points, WEST of Highway 15, the terrain is generally
cpen, whereas the area to the EAST of the Highway is generally
wooded., Movement off the road to the EAST is prcstricted by
swamps in the SOUTH and hecavy wvegetation and marstlands in the
central and nurthern areas, To the WEST, movemoent off the road
is restriected by swamps in the SOUTH and rice paddies in the
north, Three hill masses, MUl DINH YS 334653 clcecvation 491 metres;
NUT THI VAl Y5 294712 elevation 467 metres; and HUI_TDE TIEN
YS 309705 elevation 428 mectros, dominate the Highway and aftford
cbservation of the route from VUNG TAU tc PHU MY,

d . Weather: The weather was filne and warm by day and qaul to mild
by night. Occassional thunderstorms were experlcneced,

-_—
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lﬂ: Missfon: 1st ATF was to socure Highway 15 from BARIA Y& 375610 to
PHU MY YS 253744 for personnel carrying v-hicle convoys between 0900
hours and approximately 1600 hours each day during the period 11 to
15 Qctober 1966 incluslve,

1% Concept of Operation:

a, The overall concept of operation was thats

F

(%) 3d Bde, 4th Inf Dlv was to arrive In RVN as follows:

(2) Main body « .ersonnel were to disembark from vessel
at VUNG TAU 12 to 15 Oetober and move to base camp at
BEAR CAT,

(b) ,Vehicles and equlpment were to arrive at SAIGON Port
during %he period 7 to 20 Ogtobepr and move to base
camp at BEAR CAT,

(2) Transport fce the personnel move was to be provided by 1st
Log Comd., Fifty troop carrying vchicles were to move
from LONG BINH $o0 VUNG TAU on 11 Octobepr for this purpose,

(3) Two eonvoys of approximately fifty vehicles were to move
from VUNG TAU to BEAR CAT each day, A third convoy would
be sent whencver possible, if necessary with the v:hicles
remaining overnight at BEAR CAT and rcturning to VUNG TAU
the following morning,

(4) Ccnvoy movement on Highway 15 was to take place between
0900 hours and 1600 hours each day, Traffic control was
to be provided by 1st Inf Diwv.,

(5) Route securlty of Highway 15 was to be provided by 1st ATF
from BARIA YS 375610 to PHU MY YS 253744, and by 173d
Abn Bde (Sep) from PHU MY YS 253744 to BEAR CAT,

b . The concept of operation for 1st ATF was as follows:

(1) Route was to be sccured by 5 RAR and one company 6 RAR
with .lements of 1 APC Sgn and 1 Fd Sqn RAE mnder command,
Artillery was to be located to cover Highway 15 from
BARIA to PHU MY,

(2) Road security was to be achieved by maintaining company
bases and conducting infantry and APC patrols of the
road with emphasis on likely ambush places and approaches
to them,

(3) & company size patrol was to operatc in the NUI DINH
Hills area ovcrlooking Highway 15 during the period of the
operation,
13, EXECUTI N3
a, 1st ATF Frag Opdep 1-11-66 was issued at 080300H October 1966.

The Operation was initiated at 109200H October and terminated
at 164200H Octoberp,

Contacts were of short duratlion at short to medium ranges.
Communication eapabllity during these actions was adequate.

4,
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4 Medecaps were carrled out by 5 RAR durlng the operatlon In the
villages of AP LONG CAT and AP ONG TRING DFP YS2568, A denteep
was also ocarried out In AP LONG CAT, All projects achieveec good
results,

d, 5 RAR deployed from AO WHITE on completlon of Op CANBERRA on

10 October to company bases on Hlghway 15 between PHU MY YS253744
and ereek at YS5306610. Annex P, A/6 RAR deployed to positlon on
Highway 45 bwiween ereeck at YS306610 and BARIA YS375610, D/6 RAR
sommenced &8 company slze patrol In the NUI DINH hl1ll area "
overlooking Hlghway 15, One company 6 RAR remalned In 1 ATF base
camp as ready reactlon force. 103 Fd Bty RAA apd By A 2/35 Arty
(=) remalned at flre support base YS5258682 used durlng Op CANBERRA,
103 Fd Bty RAA was In dlrect support of 5 RAR and In support of

; A/6 RAR, Battery A, 2/35 Arty (~) was in support of 1st ATF and
at prlority o0all to 5 RAR. 2 Tp 1 APC Sqn together wlth four
combat englneer teams and a troop HR wepe placed under command of
5 RAR, whllst one APC sectlon and one combat enginecer team were
placed under command of A/6 RAR., 103 Sig Sqn sontlinued to
malntaln a rebroadcast station of VC H11ll 2645, whllst a 1llght
alreraft was avallable for aeplal rebroadeasi as requlred,

e, During the perlod 11 to 16 October Highway 15 was cleared prior %o
0900 hours and secured untll completlon of econvoy movement each da#,
9 RAR was presponsible flr the dally cleaprance and security of
Highway 15 between PHU MY VS253744 and ecrecek at YS306610, whilst
A/6 RAR was responsible for the dally ceclcarance and sccurity of
Highway 415 between creek at YS306610 and BARIA YS375610,

fs The area of Highway 15 alotted to 5 RAR was divided Into 5 sentlons,
Four sections were eaeh secured by ene rlTle company wlith one APC
seotlon and one combat englneer taam patrolling and plquetting
withln the sector, The fifth and smallest secotor was located
centrally and contained S RAR Bn HQ and the flra support base,
Patrolling and plquetting of the road withln thlis sector was
carrled out by #he Ant! Tank and Assault Ploneer Platoons. A/6 RAR
with one APC seetlon and one combat englncer $eam patrolled and
plquetted thelr sector of Hlghway 15 in a simllar manner,

g e A statement of events In echronologleal oprder 18 as follows:
(1) D1 (10 Oectober):

(a) 41200 hours D/6 RAR commenced patrol In the NUI DINH HIll
area overlooking Hlignhway 15,

(b) 1230 hours A/6 RAR moved by 2% ton yehlcles from 1st ATF
base camp to YS343612 then moved by foot to YS342615
and establlshed a company base,

i ®

(e) 1327 hours, 2°'Tp 1 APC Sqniwak.eadvrybng B/5S RAR.from 4
Y5283721 to0 Y5251726 where the.ocompany established a
company base,

(d) 4400 hours, A/5 RAR was helillfted from YS283719
to Y5287634 where a company base was establlshed,

ﬂﬁﬂ
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| N 1415 hours, D(«S RAR was - helilifted from YS 288697 to
Y5 273658 and established a company base,

(%) 1435 hours., C/S5 RAR was helilifted ‘from YS 283719 to
Y& 253705 and established a company base.

LIRE " lg) 1502 hours. S RAR Ba HQ and Mor Pl wepe hellllfted from

c & R ¥S283719 to fire support base at '-YEZ-E'EEEi_E.

)y 1732 hours, .An Hl3'crashed on take off from C/5 RAR
base at Y5 253705 after .receiving ground fire, <
Theg wounded pilot and injured passenger were evacuated
"and the H13 was recovered,

PL] 1858 hours, Approximately ten vﬂwwalﬁad into A/6 RAR
base perimeter at YS 342615 and ‘were engaged by one
pifleman, One VC was dpressed in green, The VC fired
two rounds and withdrecw NORTH, ‘No follow up action was
takon as darkaess was falling. |

[J} T9Y0 "hogrs.: C/5 RAR discovered and deloused a minop
booby trap under a sandbag lying beside the road at
the company base, i :

(2) D Day (11 October):

(a) ,0700 hours (first 1light), Road clearance commenced,
A/6 RER enccuntered M2G grenade beoby trap at Y5
344612 which was rigged to a wire three metres from the
road, " :
et {b) 0705 hours:. One saspcr initiated a bocby trap near
ot D/5 RAR base location whilst clearing the area with
.a mine deteetor, He gustained minor shrapgnel wounds
and was evacuated, . .

"
L !
P

&4 (ec) 0710 hours. Numerous ARVN:i:booby traps were being found
B | in all company areas, |t appeared that-most culverts
were wired or booby trapped. In A/S5 - RAR area some

agitated friendly Vietnamese told the troops that L

they were in the middle of an unmarked ARVN minefield,
 Phuoec Tuy Sector HQ eonfirmed that ARVN trcops had

lald numerous booby traps and unmarked minefieldsand that

lozations had nct been pegorded,

(d)} 0730 hours. Road was piequetted and mobile patrols
deployed, '

(e) 0940 hours. An unidentlfied explosioen occurred in
vicinity of Y5 256681,

() 0950 hours. Flrst Convoy eptered 1s% ATF AQ, "

.{g} 10242 hours. First econvoy ‘dlearead 1st ATF AO,

(h) 1148 hoers. VC sniper flrec was directed at elements
of A/S RAR and 2 APC Tp.:at ¥S 3066310. Two VC snipers
flred seven rounds - at one APC from a distance of seventy
five metres and moved EAST, The APC was foreced to closec
down due to the accuracy of the VC fire and
wlthdrew whilst 3 pl A/5 RAR conducted a sweep of the
apca with negative results, The road was cleared prior
to the arrival of the sucond eonvoy which proceeded
unhindered,

S
——
L

1345 hours., GC/5 RAR preported wood smoke in viecinity
YS 292716,

; TR |
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(3 1400 hours, Companies withdrew road plegquets
and ecneentrated In patrol bases.

(k) 1602 hours. One UHIB peccived ground fire in vicinity
of Y8 258672, The arca was subsequently engaged by
@ light fire team and artillery and murtar fire,

(1) 2100 hours. 5 RAR reportcd considerable traffilc
along Highway 15 contrary to the 1900 hours to

0500 hours curfew restrictions. Phuoe Tuy Sector
HQ were requested to 8stablish a road block WEST
oFf BAH!A:

{m) 2140 hours, Two Combat proof airstrikes were conducted
on Y5268672 In area of,ground Tire peoceived vy an UHIB
at 1602 hours,

(3) D + 1 (12 October):

{a) 0900 hours. A/6 RAR rcported that its sector had been
clecared and secured,

(b) 0915 hours, 12 Pl D/5 RAR was fired on by Sector
trocps in a2 compound at YS 282646, No casualties were
sustained. Phuoe Tuy Sector HQ was nutified,

(ec) 0945 hours. One H13 peceived ground fire from YS
264668, D/5 RAR subsequently searched the area with
negative results,

(d) 1000 hours. 5 RAR ropeprted that its area had been
clocared and secured,

(e) 1025 hours, Convey reachod BARIA ex VUNG TAU.

(f) 10642 hours. Unexplaiaed irreqular puifs of smoke
were sighted over a two minute period a% YS 287687.

{g) 1305 hours. One Hl13 preceived ground fire at ¥YS 2.9666
B/S RAR investigated with negative results,

(h) 1344 hours, Convoy departed EE-‘-\F.E CAT.

LT3 1514 hours, B/S RAR detected two VC at YS 2859718
moving NORTH. Area was engaged by light fire team.

(3) 1515 hours, ‘Eﬂnuuy cleared 5 RAR area.

(k) 1525 hours,. 1st Inf Div a2advised that econvoy movement
had been completed for the day.

(1) 1900 hours, Companies were concentrated in oompamy base
leccations less elements of A/6 RAR which laid a night
ambush at Y5 346616,

(m) 2000 hours, D/6 RAR had searched all known VC camps
in NUJI DINH Hills but had #dcund no sign of movement o
ccecupation in the area since Operation VAUCLUSE,

A= o0 T2/T L
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D -2 (13 October):

(a) 0800 hours, Highway 15 had been cleared and secured
and the eonvoy subsequently proceeded without incident,

(b) 0830 hours., 0/5 RAR apprehended two Vietnamese filling
in hcles in the road, Matter was checked with Phuoe
Tuy Sector-HQ whieh advisad that legitimate road
workers operated from coch village.

(e) 1310 hours., D/6 RAR was helilifted from YS 373683 to
18t ATF base camp on ccmpletion of 1ts patrol in the
NUL DINH HIills,

D + 3. (14 Octdber): -
(a) 0900 hours: Highway 15 had been eleared and secured;

(b)) 11CO0 hours, Convoy passed ihrough the area without
incident,

(e) 1210 hours, ARVN reported that small arms fire,
heavy machine gun fire, and suspected light mortar
fire was coming from the vicinity of a ruined
pagoda at YS 323628 into the vicinity of PF outposts
along highway 15 in the general area of YS 306610, —
The suspected fire basec was engaged by a light fire
team and artillery fire and subsequently investigated
by a patrol froem A/6 RAR with negative results,

{d) 1225 hours. One APC at ¥YS 306610 received heavy
small arms fire. Suspoccted location of VC was
engaged by artillery and a light fire team with
negative results.

(e) 1900 hours. Companics were cencentrated in base
location less ambush patrols which were located as
follows: 6 Pl B/5 RAR YS 266734; 9 Pl C/5 RAR
YS 272697 ; 12 Pl D/5 RAR ¥8 28B2666; 2 P1 A/5 RAR
Yo 303648,

D +« 4 (15 October)

(a) 0900 hours. Highway 15 had becn cleared and secured and
convoys subsequently brocceded without incident.

(b) 1900 hours. Companies were concentrated in base

“Tocat ions,.
0 + 5 (16 O¢ctober)

(a) 0710 hours: An RF/PF patrol in passing an A/6 RAR
patroel mgved off the Highway and detonated two hand
grenades rigged as booby traps at YS 331611, It was -
t hought that they had Lecen laid by ARVN troops. Two
RF/PF soldiers and onec A/6 RAR soldier were evacudted

with shrapnel wounds,

(b) 0800 hours, Highway 15 had beeén cleared and secured
and the final convoy passed without incident,

(e) 0935 hours, 1st ATF was released from participation
in Operation ROBIN, 5 RAR eompanies concenitrated at

company base locatiocns in preparation for subsequent
deployment on Operation GQUEANBEYAN,

8.
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(d) 1200 hours. A/6 RAR preturned to 41st ATF base camp
in 2% ton vehleles,

21 8.

Casvalties:

Friendly VG
KI1A None K 1A None
WiA 4 WIA None
M 1A Mone CAPTD None
WPNS MHone PW None
WVPNS None

Equlipment and Material Losses: None,

nistratlve Matters:

A combinaticn of %.enty-four hour ration packs, C rations, and ten
man ration packs were used during the operation, Some fresh
rations were alsc brought forward to the static company base
locations,

Resupply was offected daily by both helicopters and road convoys,
This included w@ter as the local water was nut used for drinking
due to the proximity of willages,
ander's Analysis,
The dangers of laying unmarked minefields, and of not recording
ovoby trapped areas and mineficlds, were most apparent. Phuoe
Tuy Sector HQ confirmed that ARVN trooups were responsible,
Whilst a 1ist of known minefields in Phuoe Tuy Province

has been promulgated the total number uf unrecorded "dirty"
areas i1s not known,

FOR THE COMMANDER::

‘@ f:!.ﬂfll “:';.-**:,.F"_.ﬁ-v’ [;'. .-"[
5 -'lJl- HAI ZEY :l',"
Z Major, RA Inf

53

Area of Operation

DISTRIBUTION:

- PN PN LD NN

S. RAR
6 RAR

- BE

HQ AFV
HQ NZ

FFORCE Vv, Attn: D&T and AC of §

Force V

Comds Diary
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