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CONFIDENT TAT,
AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

R569-2-69

See Bistribution List:

1_ATF COMBAT AFTER ACTION RIPORT
OP_COBURG

HQ 1 ATF
NUI DAT

LA Jun 68

y The attached maps are to be inserted _nto the subject report,

2, There are four maps already in the report and four maps attached,
The Maps are numbered in the grid square indicated as follows:

a, Annex P
(1) AFV/FT - 12/2064B
(2) AFV/F7 - 12/20644A
(3) AFV/FT - 12/2064C
(4) AFV/FT - 12/2064D

(1) AFV/F7 - 12/2065B
(2) -AFV/FT - 12/20654A
(3) AFV/F7 - 12/2065C
(4) AFV/FT - 12/2065D

Distribution:

CG II Field Force Vietnam
HQ AFV (7)

HQ NZ Force Vietnam (2)
HQ 1 ALSG

H) 6 Task Force (3)

HQ 10 Task Force (3)
Internal (15)

(Grid square 1834)

(Grid square 1634)

(Grid square 1607)

(Grid square 1807)

(Grid square
(Grid square
(Grid square

(Grid square
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GONFLDENTIAL
AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORGES

L O e

HEADQUARTERS ST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE VIETNAM

ZZ. May 68
SUBJECT: Combal Operations Afiter Action Report,
TO: Commanding General
IT Field Force Vietnam
-&Tﬂ: _fiC of S.-: GB Q
COPIES TO: HQ AFV (7)
HQ NZ Force Vietnam (2)
HQ 1 ALSG
HQ 6 Task Force (3) e s -
HQ 10 Task Force (3) =
Internal (15)
MAPS: Vietnam 1 : 50,000 Series L7014 sheets 6330 I, 6331 II, 6431 III
and 6430 IV. —
2 i Nome nnd Type of Overation: Operation COBURG - a reconnaissance
in force operation.
2a Dates of Oncrotion: The operation was conducted over the period
24 Jan 68 to 1 Mar €3,
3 Command Headquarterg:s HQ 1 ATF,
T Reporting Officers

a. 1 ATF Brigndier R.L. HUGHES, DSO.

b. 2 RAR It Col N.R. CHARLESWORTH,
3 RAR Ly Col J.J. SHELTON, MC.
7 RAR Lt Col E.H. SMITH,
4 Fd Regt Lt Col R.J. GARDNER,
£ San 3 Cav Regt Maj G.H. MURPHY,
1 Fd Sgn RAE Maj J.H. KEMP.

ok

5. NORTH FAST BIEN HOA Province centre of mass YT'2018.
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3 Cav Regt

Fd Regt

Bty 2/35 Arty (US)
Fd Sgn RAE

1 (Indep) Recce Flt

RI—' G~ b=~2\WwW N

&

Te pporting Forces,

a. Armour,
(1) Deployment. |
(a) A Sgn 3 Cav Regt was réspnnaibleffur fha move of
the road convoy from NUI DAT to FSFB ANDERSEN on 24 Jan 68.

3 Tp assisted with the move but returned to NUI DAT with
a convoy of empty vehicles at 1650H 24 Jan 68,

/2.
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(b) Sqn HQ and 2 Tp operated from FSPB ANDERSEN until
14 Feb when they returned to NUI DAT., During most of this
time command of FSFB ANDERSEN was vested in OC A Sgn.

Fc) 1 Tp moved to FSFB HARRISON on 25 Jan 68 and remained
in support of the FSPB until it was abandoned on 14 Feb 68.
The troop then moved to FSPB ANDERSEN to support 3 RAR,

(2) Employment.

(a) A Sqn HQ and 2 Tp operating from FSFB ANDERSEN, provided
convoy escorts to LONG BINH prior to the TET Offensive, base
protection and support for patrols in the area of FSFB
ANDERSEN, 2 Tp assisted D Coy 2 RAR in the clearance of
TRANG BOM YT2011 of enemy during the TET offensive.

(b) 1 Tp assisted with the protection of FSFB HARRISON and
later FSPB ANDERSEN and patrolled the FSFB AOs,

b. Aptillery,
(1) Grouping.

(a) 106 Fd Bty RAA (105 mm Towed) remained in direct support
of 7 RAR from 24 Jan 68 until 11 Feb 68, after which it
returned to 1 ATF Bage.

(b) 108 Fa Bty RAA (105mm towed) remained in direct
support of 2 RAR throughout.

(¢) 161 Fq Bty RNZA (105mm towed) was placed in direct
support of 7 RAR from 11 Feb 68 until 14 Feb 68 after which
it vas placed in direct support of 3 RAR until the
completion of the operation.

(d) B Bty 2/35 Artillery (US) (155mm SP) was placed in
general support reinforecing 4 Fd Regt RAA from 28 Jan 68.

(e) Artillery Tactical Headquarters was deployed with Task
Force Headquarters from 24 Jan 68 until 14 Feb 68,

(2) Deployment.

(b) On 28 Jan 68 B Bty 2/35 US Artillery deployed b d
to FSPFB ANDERSEN. L e

(¢) 106 Td Bty was replaced at FSPB HARRISON by 161 Fd Bt
on 11 Feb 68, . ¥

(d) On 14 Feb 68 161 Fa Bty deployed from FSPB HARRISON o

gSﬁERﬂNDERSEN to continue the operation in direct support of

(3) Employment of Artillery. Operation COBURG provided a wide

] variely of tactical situations in which artillery wasg used, these
were as follows:

(a) Preparatory bombardment of occupied enemy camps.
(b) Covering fireplans for attacks.

(¢) Close defensive fire tasks during enemy attacks.

/3
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(d) Cut off missions on enemy withdrawal routes.

(e) Counter bombardment of enemy mortar and rocket
locations. > |

(f) Destruction missions against enemy in the open, and
against enemy installations (medium artillery only).

(¢) Harassing and interdiction tasks against infiltration
routes and eneny headquarters areas.

(h) Mark missions to asgist infantry navigation,
(i) Illumination missions.

(4) Corps Artillery Net. 4 Corps Artillery net was established
under the control of II Field Force Artillery. This was success-
full and enabled a heavy weight of fire (24 Regiments/Battalions)
to be brought to bear quickly., The net was useful also for
engaging targets in AQ COLUMBUS which were out of range to-field
and medium artillery. &

(5) AWCC. An AVCC was deployed at FSFB ANDERSEN with only
limited success due to communications problems, and also due to
the fact that FSPB ANDERSEN was located under the air approach
corridor to BIEN HOA Air Base. Congtant lisison with DONG NGAI
AWCC provided a solution by which 161 Recce F1t AWCC broadcast
local artillery warnings, while DONG NCAI AWCC provicded overall
air clearance, Direct communications were established with DONG
NGAT AWCC which resulted in an effective artillery warning system,

- (6) Artillery support was prompt and effective throughout and
played an inportent part in the success of the operation.

(7) Particular note should be taken of the very prompt and highly
accurate counter bombardment fire provided by the mortar platoon
of 3 RAR on the night 17/18 Feb 68; this was the direct result of
the standerd of training of the battalion mcrter platoon, the
complete understanding by the battalion of the need to report
quickly and accurately enemy activity, and the close association
between the Battalion CP, its affiliated battery and the mortar
locating radar deployed at FSPB ANDERSEN,

c. Engineers.

(1) Deployment. 1 Fd Sqn deployed two combat engineer teams with
each of 2 RAR, 3 RAR and 7 RAR and two mini teams with A Sgqn 3 Cav
Regt, The remainder of the Sqn less one troop which remained in
NUI DAT was based either at FSPB HARRISON or FSFB ANDERSEN.

(2) Fuployment.

(a) The combat engineer teams deployed with the-infantry
battalions were employed in the construction of LZ and winch
points and the destruction of enemy booby traps und captured
explosives, Some efforts were made to destroy.enemy install-
ations however the number and size of camps and the lack of
time prohibited any significant destruction programme being
carried out.,

(b) "1 Fd Sgn operated water points at both FSPBg and agsisted
with the construction Jf base defences, Cormand posts and
various installations such as the signal centre were all dug
in with the assistence of bulldozers and a trench digger.

/ doe
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(¢) 50 « 60 houses were destroyed in the fighting in TRANG
BOM ¥T2011 during the TET offensive. When the situation had
stablized 1 ¥Fd Sqn constructed 25 - 30 sgimple frame and roof
houses to assist in the rehabilitation of the village.

d. Aviation. The use of air support has characterized all 1 ATF
operations. However the level of air activity, the variety of support
and the results achieved are worthy of particular note on Operation
COBURG, The effectiveness of air support contributed greatly to the
success of the operation and 1 ATT learnt many lessons on the employ-
ment and coordination of air resources. -

(1) 161 (Indep) Recce Flt deployed to BEARCAT on the morning of

R4 Jan 68, Initially the majority of aircraft in the flight deployed
however vith the TET offensive it becane neccessary for some aircraft
to return to NUI DAT. The resources of the flight were barely
adequate to cope with the demand for light aircraft in two widely
separated areas. 161 Recce Flt continued to operate from BEARCAT
until HQ 1 ATF returned to NUI DAT on 16 Feb 68, Air support from
then until conclusion of Operation COBURG was then provided from
NUL DAT. A H13 was deployed daily in DS of each of the battalions
and HQ 1 ATF, These aircraft assisted the battalions with close

VR, minor resupply and liaison visits., The variety of support
available to the rifle companies made it cssential to have a
coordinating officer not involved in the fighting in the area. The
battalion DS helicopter was often used to help in this role. 7 RAR
in particular used their DS Hl13 to coordinate Light Fire Teams,
DUSTOFT aircraft, ground attack alrcraft, resupply helicopter,
artillery and mortar fire. In this they were most effective., The
VR plan for Operation COBURG waes based on USAF FAC aircraft ecucent-
rating on the main mass of AO COLUMBUS with 161 Recce Flt aircraft
searching the periphery. In general 161 Recce Flt provided
continuous VR by day and limited observation by night with assist-
ance from starlight scopes. Resgults from this VR contributed to
the general build up of the intelligence picture.

(2) 9 Sqn RAAF deployed helicopters to FSPB ANDERSEN from VUNG TAU
daily. The Sgn provided effective support for resupply, troop
movenent, DUSTOFF and cormand liaison trips. The lack of suitable
LZs in the operational arca often meant tasks had to be carried out
under difficult conditions. Winches had to be used frequently often
at heights of 100 feet although efforts were made to find suitable
winch sites where the canopy was under 60 feet., DUSTOFF assistance
provided by 9 Sqn was particularly inmportent. The heavy work load
on USA DUSTOFF helicopters during this period often meant RAAF
helicopters were called on to assist in the evacuation of Australian
casualties. Battalion medical officers were often winched in to
casualties to provide irmediaterc - .. blon prior to evacuation

and to classify the casualties. Urgent cases were evacuated first

by the DUSTOFF aircraft and the remsinder were evacuated by 9 Sqn
ALBATROSS.

(3) US Army Aviétion. .

(a) Offensive Support. During most of Operation COBURG a
Light Fire Team was held on standby at FSPB ANDERSIN, Assist-
ance particularly in armed reconnaissance along the DONG NGAI
~ river and in AO COLUMBUS EAST was provided by LOH Scout
detachments from 3/17 ACS, This support was particularly
valuable because of the loeal knowledge 3/17 ACS pilots had
of the operational arca, PEOPLE SNIFFER missions were also
flown and results added to the overall intelligence picture.

- e
CONFIDENTIAL

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1028320



CONFIDENTIAL

5

The Light Fire Teams gave very close support to the rifle
companies when called for. They were particularly effective

in providing cover and in some cases suppressive fire during the
evacuation of casualties by winch by DUSTOFFT aircraft.

(b) DUSTOFF Support. Evacuation of casualties was carried out
by DUSTOFF helicopters based at LONG BINH, The job done by
these aircraft was excellent. However they are slower in
winching out casualtieg than 9 Sgn who use the technique nore
frequently. Because of the heavy demand for DUSTOFF aircraft
during the period there were some times unavoidable delays. In
such cagses 9 Sqn helicopters carried out the task or assisted
when necessary. DUSIOFF aircraft made every effort to evacuate
casualties as quickly as possible in some cases under fire,

(¢) Iransport Support. The details of transport support
provided by USA Army Aviation helicopters is ligsted below.
1 ATF was almost completely on air supply for most of Operation

COBURG,
i. 24 =26 Jan 68 (Deployment).
Sorties Iroops Cargo
UH1D 80 480 Nil
CH4TY 76 720 166 tons
CH54 2 Nil 2 tons
ii, 9 - 16 Feb 68 nt).
UHID 110 663 Nil
CHA7 76 335 132 tons
CH5.4 2 Nil 2 tons
iii, 24 Feb - 1 Mar (Fxtraction).
UHiD 20 120 Cargo
CHA4T 10 280 1 ton
iv. Jan - F )
CH47 224 . 850 tons

&. ‘UBREF.

(1) USAF FAC aireraft provided continuous daylight VR over AO
COLUMBUS. As already mentioned they were responsible for VR in the
main mass of the operational area. All airstrikes other than Combat
oky Spot and B52 missions were controlled by USAF FACs,

(2) Air attacks into the operational area by USAT aireraft ranged
from B52 atrlkes thrnugh to close suppnrt of troops in contact. A
tﬂ‘bﬂl of li:“.i? s 3 SRR 32 e e S P < 243 . 3._ £ J’ 3 .!‘:JL e & SLONE J:ll 8 oo et Py (e
fascions 11D,Lm'uy In suspore of 1 ALY

(3) The preplanned strikes were used to destroy the large number of
VG camps, many of them occupied, in the areca. Combat Sky Spot and
B52 missions hit VC base camps and known VC troop concentration or
steging arcas.

/6.
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8. Intelligence

a« The recent history of enemy activity in the area of interest
assoclated with AO COLUMBUS could bhe divided into two periods: pre-
Christmas and post-Christmas. In the first period the enemy situation
was relatively stable; while the second period was characterised by
indications of a significant build up of cnemy main force elements
towards the area and particularly the eneny rocket threat against the
LONG BINH/BIEN HCA complex increased with the movement of elements of
the 84A Rocket Regiment into the area,

b. The geneéral arca of interest divided itself into three areas:
(1) TAN UYEN and WEST of the DONG NAI,
(2) NORTHof the DONG NAI in SW War Zone D,
(3) AO COLUMBUS and the EAST approach to LONG BINH,

c. fre-Christmas Period. Enemy units in the geheral area consisted of:

(1) TAN UYEN Area (West of DONG NAI River): About a battalion
strength unit, possibly the PHU LOI I Battalion but not firmly
identified,

(2) INORTH of DONG NAT. Elements of D300 (the 1st Bn DONG NAT
Regt) and elements of the FHU LOI LF unit,

(3) A0 COLUMBUS,

(a) Very little VC activity in the actual AO with the
exception of a unit called the U1 "Battalion" which is a
LF unit of about 150 men whose task is to provide security

for the U1 "Special Zone!" HQ and food gathering and product-
ion activitiecs,

(b) SOUTH of A0 COLUMBUS 3 Bn 274 VG Regt had been held for
some time ready for use against opportunity targsete along -

d. Pogb-Christmas Buildu.

(1) On 6 Jan 68 the DONG NAI Regt attacked the TAN UYEN town area.

From this date there was a significant and constant buildup through-
out the general area,

(2) IAN UYEN Area., VC forces in this area were built up with
elements of the DONG NAI Regt and PHU LOI I Bn being identified
in the area and agent reports indicating some clements of 273

Regt.

(3) NORTH of DONG NAT, Agent reports indicated VC forces had
built up in this area to at least two battalion strength made up
of the bulk of the DONG NAT Regt and possibly a battalion group
of 273 Regt with 273 Arty elements,

/s
CONFIDENTTAL

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1028320



CONFIDENTIAL

Ts
(4) AO COLUMBUS,

(a) The buildup in this area took the form of heishtened
harassment of posts and hamlets along Highway 1 and small
scale ambushes, The infiltration of a battalion of the 84A
Rocket Regiment from the NNE into the GANG TOI area (YT1722)
and with it elements of 273 Regt from the NORTH to give it
security and screen forces was reported on 5, 6 and 7 Jan 68
again on 10 Jan 68 by usually recliable agents.

(b) The local forces provided screcen and guide elements for
this force.

(¢) 274 Regt's 3rd Battalion remained dispersed SOUTH of
Highway 1 end elements of 274 possibly crossed Highway 1
heading NORTH, This was based upon a rallier report.

(@) An element of 5 Div HQ had also recently arrived in the
COLUMBUS arca with the possibility of it assuning control of
VC mainforce elements in the arca,

Cs 199 Bde operations in A0 COLUMBUS had not made any substantial
contact and no firm identifications of main force elements. The

locrl forces in the area were probably responsible for the heightened
activity on Highway 1 and the bulk of the emall contacts and harass-
ments that 199 Bde had. It is possible that these activities had
been degigned to cover the main force movement and deployment into the
area.,

f, Enemy elements that were considered to be in the area of AO
COLUMBUS prior to the deployment of 1 ATF were:

(1) Main Force.

273 Regt 9 VC Div (elements)

274 Regt 5 VC Div (up to a battalion group)
84A Rocket Regiment %up to a battalion)
DONG NAT Regiment (small element only)

(2) Local Force.

Ul "Battalion!

C238 LF Coy (viec YT1523)

€270 VINH CUU Platoon (vic ¥YT1218)

Assorted district and village guerilla bands.

g+ The aim of Cperation COBURG was to deny the enemy access to
suitable sites from which to bring 122mm rocket fire onto LONG BINH or
BIEN HOA., With this ain in mind 2 RAR and 7 RAR pushed NORTH fairly
quickly in order to stop enemy movement SOUTH from the DONG NAT River,

h. Phage 1, (Pepiod 24-31 Jan 68).

During this phase there were a total of 41 cnntactﬁ'by fire with
enemy forces during which there were 45VC KIA(BC), Enemy units
identified were:

/8.
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i. Irends.
(1) Constant contact early in operation with €238 LF Coy.

(2) Heavy loads or caches of assault engincer equipment (i.e.
Explosives, Bangalore Torpedos, Detonators, RPG2 and RPG7s).

(3) large numbers of new or hardly used weapons, (i.ec. RPG2,
RPG7 and AK/7s).

(4) Large amounts of ammunition carried on the man, (200-300 rds)
including main force, local force and district members killed.

(5) Numerous well constructed large base camps in A0 AYRE, which
although old, had been recently used or were currently occupied
by enemy forces generally below the strength that the camps could
accommodate.

(6) Pcgitioning in A0 SIMFSON of eneny medical stations, transport
and rcar services clements,

(7) Location of enemy main base area in centre of AO COLUMBUS
which appears to be a main provincial HQ ingtallation. (Centre
of mass YT2121). :

(8) Reported movements of elements of HQ 5 VC Div from East to
West within AO WILLS,

(9) Yo sign in AO COLUMBUS of enemy 122mm, 140mm or 240mn rockets,
rocket sites or members of 84A Arty Regts

(10) Constant crossings at night over DONG NAI Riyer, particularly
in squares YT1826, YT2227, YT2/27 and theppin crossing at YT2527.

(11) Enemy movements sighted going both NORTH and SCUTH and reverse.
But main tracks branch off EAST-WEST through the centre of A0
COLUMBUS NORTH of 22 NORTHING.

(12) Eneny appeared almost to be picquetting area YT1421, YT1521
and were closely observing 7 RAR,

jo FPhase 2. (Period 1-8 Fob 68).

_ Durin@ this period there were 55 contacts by fire which rerulted
in 90 VC KIA(BC), 5 B (4W1A). Eneny units identified included:

1 Coy, D24, AA Bn, 5 BC Div Artillery

C22 Tpt Coy, 275 VC Regt

Cll, Cl3 and C14 Coys, 3 Bn, 274 VC Regt

C20 Sigs Coy, 27/ VC Regt N
C3 Coy, 1 Bn, 274 VC Regt

Cl Coy, 1 Bn, 275 VC Regt

C92 Atk Coy, 5 VC Div

Military Postal Unit, Ul Province

C838 Recce Coy, Ul Province

BIEN HOA Province Communication/Liaison Unit
(Mainly Main Force, with local recce elements and guides)

£l
. = " T ey

/9.
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(3) Villages of TRANG BOM (YT2011), TRA CO (YT1610) and BAO HAM
(YT2715) were apperently entry/exit supply points for Ul Base area.

1. Phage 3. (Period 9-13 Feb 68).

This was a quiet period with only two contacts reported resulting
in 3 VC KIA., However, these facts are a little misleading as both
2 RAR and 7 RAR were either deploying or preparing to extract and
return to NUI DAT, D/2 RAR had o series of small encounters with enemny
elements throughout most of 12 Feb, One identification made - C95
Recce Coy, HQ 5 VC Div,

m, Irends.

Enemy forces were also apparently re-grouping during this period
but very little intelligence was available on current eneny strengths
or locations particularly to our WEST and EAST., Despite extensive VR,
People Sniffer;. Red Haze and SLAR surveillance little trace could be
found.

n. Per 14 Feb ~ 1 Mar 68).

The main change during thig period was the rapid build-up of enemy
forces which was effected on 17 Feb, culminating in the enemy attack
against FSPB ANDERSEN during the night 17/18 Feb.

This attack was extremely well co-ordinated, utilizing heavy and
accurate 82mm mortar fire, supported by RPG2s and LlGs, and finally an
infantry asssault, 4 VC KIA (BC) and later one was identified as a
nember of €14 Coy, 274 VC Regt.

9. Miggion.

To destroy the VC/NVA elements in AO COLUMBUS.
10. Goncept of Operations.

a. General Outline.

(1) 1 ATF (-) deployed to AO COLUMBUS centre of mass YT1920 to
destroy VC/NVA elements operating in the A0,

(2) The background to this operation was based on the likely
threat of a rocket attack on the BIEN HCA/LONG BINH conplexes

before or during the TET period and possible enemy action against
XUAN 1LOC,

(3) The lodgement of 1 ATT (-) was carried out by road and air
on 24/25 Jan 68, :

(L) The lodgement and the commencement of operationsvags in
three phases:

(a) Phage 1.
i._ 2 RAR Deployed to FSPE ANDERSEN
Tac HQ 1 ATF by air

ii, A Sgn 3 Cav Regt Deployed by road via Routes
4 FQ Regt (-) 15 and 1 to FSFC ANDERSEN
Two Coys and two
mor sects 7 RAR
TIMA vehicles incl
Bn echs ete.

iii. Ac in sp 1 ATF deployed to BEARCAT.

/10.
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(b) Phase 2. 7 RAR (-) deployed to FSFB ANDERSEN h
F'SFB HARRISON, ploy E i
(c) Phage 3. 2 RAR and 7 RAR commenced operations in Bn AOs,
(1) Phase 1.

(a) At 240730H commence move by air tc FSPB ANDERSEN.

(b) On arrival FSPD ANDERSEN deployed rne Coy and Mortar
section for protection of the FSFB,

(¢) On arriyal FSPB ANDERSEN, Battalion less ohe Coy is to
secure areas as ordered by Comd.

(2) fhage 2. Continue protection of FSPB ANDERSEN.
(3) fhase 3. Commence operations in AQ,
c. [ RAR

(1) Phase 1.

(a) At 24073CH move two Coys and two Mortar S
1 S a a % M
P by APC to FSFB ANDERSEN .. it

(b) At 0900H move Battalion less t

a wo Coys and two Mortar
Sects by air to FSPB ANDERSEN and complete Bn conecentration
that location.

(2) Phage 2. At 1400H move to FSPB HARRISON, assault landing if
LZ not secured. Deploy onc Coy to protect FSEFB,

(3) Phage 3. Commence operations in AO AYRE,

de A Sgn 3 Cav Regt.,
(1) FPhage 1.

(a) Commencing at 240730H cscort
: ) g road convoy from NUI DAT
via Route 15 and Route 1 to FSPD ANDERSEN, P

(b) On arrival FSFB ANDERSEN:

i. Release one Tp to escort icl i
o p scort vehicles returning to

ii. A Sgn (-) to take up def pesn in FSEB perimecter.
iii. Allot one APC for AWCC duties,

(2) Phase 2. Be .
. Prepared to conduct aring _ :
FSPB ANDERSEN, NORTH of Route 1. = o Coring operations around

(3) Phase 3. Move one Tp to FSFB HARRISON.
e, Artillery. |
~ (1) 4 Fd Regt

ézie Remains in DS, Provide one Bty for close def of 1 ATF

F3L,
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(b) Gun arcag.
ie Tcnop posn at JNDERSEN YT2012.

ii. Main posn at HARRISON ¥T1716.,
(2) B Bty 2/35 Arty. '
(a) Gun area Y2810 from 24 Jan.
(b) In GS and at pri call to 1 ATF,

ig% C Bty 1/27 Arty. Provide DF for FSPB HARRISON on call from
d Regt,

(4) One gect A Bty 2/40 Arty. Provide DF for FSPB ANDFRSEN on ;
call from 4 Fd Regt,

(5) ABty 1/83 Arty, Remains in GS reinforcing.
(6) 1 _ATF Det 131 Loc Bty.

(a) Continue present mission.

(b) Deploy one radar det and one LP to FSPB ANDERSEN thence
FSPB HARRISON,

(7) Aucc,
(a) NUI DAT Arty remains open throughout.,

(b) Det 161 Recce F1t to move with Tac HQ 4 Fd Regt to
FSPB ANDERSEN, |

(c) Bdry of BIEN HOA Arty has been extended to EAST bdy of
AO COLUMBUS. 4 Fd Regt to arrange for transmission of warn-
ings to BIEN HOA Arty.

f. l Fd gnl
(1) Deploy Sqn (-).
(2) Provide two combat cngr teams to each 2 RAR, 7 RAR and three
mini teams to A Sqn 3 Cav Regt (one team will return to base PM 24
JaIl 68) .
(3) Remainder engr Tps to remain in FSPB ANDERSEN.

(4) Be repared to estb WP in FSFB ANDERSEN (and possibly FSIB
HARRTISON ), '

(5) Provide two sizc 2 dozers to be moved by road to FSFB ANDERSEN.

(6) Provide engr stores sp as required,

g« 161 (Indep) Recce Flt.

(1) Provide one H13 in DS 2 RAR, 7 RAR and HQ 1 ATF.

=1 (2) Provide 1 FW for VR in Op area.
(3) Ac to be deployed to BEARCAT arca.
(4) Provide sigs and éig e&aipmaht-as-necessary-fnr AWCC,
(5) Continue TAOR/PHUOC TUY Prowince arca VR.
(6) Provide one H13 for OC A Sqit for convoy control from 240700H,

12.
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he HQC ATT,

(1) Responsible for the layout Tac HQ 1 ATF area including
helicopter pads.

(2) Command and crganize the local defence of FSPB ANDERSEN
including Tac HJ 1 ATF,

(3) Def P1 is to be on standby for protection of a retransmission
station if deployed,

11. Execution.
24 dJan 65.

(1) At 0700 advance parties of Tac HQ 1 ATF, 2 RAR, 4 Fd Regt,
104 Sig Sqn, HQ Coy 1 ATF and the TFMA moved by air to the
proposed site for FSPB ANDERSEN YT2012, The LZ was secured by
elements of 199th Bde. At 0900H the road -eonvoy consisting of

A San 3 Cav Regt, 4 Fd Regt (~), A and D Coys 7 RAR anf TFMA, Engr,
USAF vehicles departed NUI DAT for FSPB ANDERSEN, At O810H the
movement comienced of 2 RAR, Tac HQ 7 RAR, Tac HQ 1 ATF, 1 F4q Sqn,
elements of the TFMA and B and C Coys 7 RAR by air to FSPB
ANDERSEN, At 0730H aircraft and erews of 161 (Indep) Recce Flt
and Tac 1 (USAF) moved to BEARCAT, During the norning10 teams
were deployed to 18 ARVN Div XUAN LOC and 199th Bde BEIN HOA,

.h'_
s

(2) By 1201H the leag elements of the Road convoy had arrived at
FSFB ANDERSEN, Elements of 4 Fd Regt (-) were then deployed to

HARRISON YT1617., The LZ at FSPB HARRISON was secured by elements
of 199th Bde and by 1405H B and © Coys 7 RAR had been flown in.
The remainder of 7 RAR flew from FSFB ANDERSEN to FSPB HARRISON
during the afternoon. C Coy 7 RAR remained at FSFB - ANDERSEN as

protection Coy and the remainder of 7 RAR began deploying NORTH
into AO EYRE.

(3) On arrival at FSPB ANDERSEN the rifle companys of 2 RAR less

D Coy began moving NORTH towards AOQ SIMPSON, D Coy remained at
FSFB ANDERSEN

* (4) At 16508 one troop of A Sqn left FSPB ANDERSEN with g convoy
of enpty vehicles and returncd to NUI DAT,,

(5) At L705H at ¥T153193 A Coy 7 RAR contacted two VC with no
known results.

b. 25 Jan 638.

(1) 2 RAR and 7 RAR continued patrolling and movement into AOs
SIMPSON and AYRE respectively., 106 and 108 Btys moved by air to
FSFD ILARRISON YT1617. 1 ITp A Sgn 3 Cav Regt moved across country
to FSPB HARRISON and clements of A Sgn 3 Cav Regt and D Coy 2 RAR
began patrolling the asea of FSPB ANDERSEN, Intensive air

recconnaissance of A0 JOLUMBUS by aireraft of 161 Recce Flt, USAF
FACs anc 3/17 ACS gtaried. '

(2) At 1250H at YT226152 9 P1 2 RAR contacted two VC resulting in
1 VC KIA and the captuce of 1 Ml carbine.

c. 26 Jan 68.

(1) 2 RAR and 7 RAR continued patrolling and movement into AOg
SIMPSON and AYRE respc¢tively., Intensive air recconnaigssance
continued with assista;sec from A Tp 3/17 ACS.

/13.
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*(R) AT 0845H at YT231125 V Coy 2 RAR made contact with 6 VG, At
the same time they also come under fire from an unknown number of
VC from their rear., The results of this contact were 2 VC KIA(BC)
and 2 M1l carbines were captured, At 1020H at YT197155 B Coy 2 RAR
contacted 15-20 VC resulting in 2 Aust KTA, 1 Aust WIA, 2 VC KIA(3C)
and 1 AKA7 beirg captured. At 1145H at YT182205 3 Coy 7 RAR ccn-
tacted 3 V3 resulting in 1 VO KIA(DC) abd 1 MLl carbine and 2
grenades being captured. At 1400H at YT184205 B Coy 7 RAR contact-
ed 3 VC with unknown result. At 1621H at YT248150H C Coy 2 RAR
contacted 20-30 VC in an enemy camp, The action continued until
271015H and resulted in 2 Aust KIA, 2 VC KIA(BC) and the capture
of 2 SKS rifle, 1 Garrand rifle, 1 Mossin Nagant rifle, 5 bangalore
torpedoes, 500 lbs rice and a large quantity of small arms
ammunition,

da . 27 Jan 6B,

(1) 2 RAR and 7 RAR continued patrolling and movement NORTH into

AOs SIMPSON and AYRE respectively, Intensive air reconnaissance
continued and during the day three air strikes were put in in support
of troops in contact, An occupied enemy camp at YT184217 was bombed,
There were 3 VC KBA,

(2) At 1035H at YT182204 B Coy 7 RAR contacted 3-4 VC resulting in

~} 2 VC KIA (BC). At 1045H at YT169213 D Coy 7 RAR contacted a coy
plus of VC in an enemy camp. D Coy captured the enemy camp which
was heavily booby trapped. Two rifles, Claymores, grenades, small
arms ammunition and 8lmm mortar bombs were found in a cache in
the camp. There were 8 Aust WIA in the action, At 1050H at
YT201161 B Coy 2 RAR contacted a squad of VC resulting in 6 Aust
WIA, 1 VC KIA (BC) and the capture of 1 AKL7 and 1 RPG7.

e, 28 Jan 68,

(1) 2 RAR and 7 BAR continued patrolling and movement NORTH in AOs
SIMPSON and AYRE,

(2) At 1210H at ¥T250158 V Coy contacted two VC resulting in 2 VC
KTA (BC) and the capture of 1 M1 carbine, At 1300H at ¥YT190201

B Coy 7 RAR contacted 1 VC resulting in 1 VC XIA and the capture
of 1 AK47. At 1525H at YT250153 V Coy contacted 3 VC resulting in
2 VC KIA (BC) and the capture of 1 x AK47, 1 x RPG2, 3 RPGR rounds
and various demolition items. At 16200 at YT162214 A Coy 7 RAR
cngzacted 3 VC resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC) and the capture of 1 SKS
rille,

(3) At 1300H B Bty 2/35 Arty (US) moved into FSPB ANDERSEN in
support of 1 ATF,

f. 29 Jan 68,

(1) 2 RAR and 7 RAR continued patrolling AOs SIMPSON and AYRE
respectively, During the day seven airstrikes were put into AQ
COLUMBUS, five of which were into occupied enemy camps. 7 VC KBA
resulted from these strikes. The VC employed automatic small arms
in an anti-aircraft role, during some of thesc strikes. Attempts
were made to insert three SAS patrols by air on the WESTERN side of
A0 AYRE, All patrols made contact in insertion and were extracted.
Total results were 1 Aust WIA (NOT evacuated) and 2 VC KIA,

(2) At 1515H at ¥T180216 D Coy 7 PAR coatacted 1 VC resulting in
2= 1 VC KIA (BC) and the capture of 1 AKA7, At 1605H at YT162214 A Coy
© 7 RAR contacted 18-25 VC resulting 1 Aush KA, 8 Aust WIA,
(3 evacuated) 7 VC KIA (BC) and the capiure of 4 x AK4Ts, 721bs of
explosive, 4 RPG7 rounds, 7 RPG2 rounds, gronades and small arms
ammunition. At 1235H at ¥T190223 while zar:ying out an aerial
reconnaissance the 2IC 7 RIR saw and killed 1 VC.

| yars
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(3) From 291800H to 300945H 1 ATF observed the TET truce.
During the TET truce there were a number of enemy iniated
incidents against 1 ATF units. At 1940H at ¥YT17821/ an unknown
number .of VO fired small arms and MGs inte D Coy 7 RAR position.

- Fire wos returned with unlmown results. There were no Aust
casualuics. At 1900H a DUSTCLIF helicopter evacuating casualties
from A Coy 7 RAR was hit by 12 small arms rounds.

g. 30 Jan 68.

(1) T ATH reéﬂmmencnd of fensive action at 300945H on orders from
11 F¥V after obscrving the TET truce,

(2) 2 RAR and 7 RAR continued patrolling in-their- alloted AOs.
Elements of A Sqn 3 Cav Regt and C Coy 7 RAR and D Coy 2 RAR
patrolled in the area of the FSPBs, : _

(3) At O810H at YT162212 1 VC fired on A Coy 7 RAR. The VC
escaped, however 1 riflc and 1 claymore were captured by A Coy.
At 1615H at YT200188 A Coy 2 RAR killed 1 VC end captured 1 AKA7.

(4) At 1710H at YT236183 C Coy 2 RAR attacked a VC base cam:n
occupied by 18-20 VO, The VO withdrew., There was 1 VC WIA and
1 rifle was captured.

(5) - The SAS patrols who made contact iﬂ.insertion on 29 Jan moved
to HQ 7 RAR and began operations with 7 RAR,

he 31 Jan 68.

(1) In the early hours of 31 Jan the VC launched heavy ground
rocket and mortar attocks against the LONG BINH/BEIN HOA complex.
These attacks changed the concept of Operation COBURG, Until this
time 1 ATFs mission had been to destroy NVA/VC elements in

AQO COLUMBUS, r

(2) The enemy attacks against the LONG BINH/BEIN HOA complex
were largely unsuccessful. One of the most likely routes of
withdrawal for the VC units involved in these attacks was through
A0 COLUMBUS and then across the DONG NAI river.

(3) 1 ATF concept of operation chanced from a reconnaissance in
force operation NORTH into AO COLUMBUS into a blocking operation
designed to intercept the enemy moving back from his attacks.

(4) 2 RAR and 7 RAR were ordered to establish company blocking
position in a rough EAST -~ WEST line in AOs AYRE and SIMPSON.
These positions werc sited on tracks with platoon sized ambushes
on minor tracks., :

(5) At 0315H TRANG BOM YT2011 which is near FSPB ANDERSEN was
attacked by an unknown gized VC force, Artillery support for the
RF post at TRANG BOM was provided from FSFB HARRISON, The village
was over run by tie enemy. The RF post although out of ammunition
held the VC until first light and at 0200H D Coy 2 RAR and 2 Tp

A Sgn. 3 Cav Regt began clearing towards TRANG BOM, The road between
FSFB ANDERSEN and TRANG BOM which had been mined by VC during the
night wasclearcd. D Coy and 2 Tp were involved in house to house
fighting with VC elements in TRANG BOM during the day. Light fire
teams proviced fire support. TRANG BOM was cleared of VC, There
were 4 VC KIA(BC) and 3'VC WIA and 1 AKA7, 3 anti tank mines, 5
grenades and 1 Claymore captured, - e

1
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(6) During the dey 2 RAR and 7 RAR moved towards their blocking
positions. At 1147H at ¥T218188 12-1/ VC engaged B Coy 2 RAR,
Therc was 1 Augt WIA and 1 VC KIA, B Coycaptured 1 AKA7 and

1l grenade. At 1437H B Cey 2 RAR found an occupied' VC camp near
the area of theerlier contact., B Coy attacked the camp which
was he: -ily defended and became involved in a heavy fire fight,

(7).:9 Coy 2 RAR were ordered to move to assist and by 1830H had
formed a base for B Coy to withdraw to for the evacuation of
casualties, There were 4 Aust WIA, 4 VC KIA(BC) and 4 VC WIA,

(8) A Coy 2 RAR claghed twice with the enemy during the day in
the arca of YT210198. There was one VC *illed in cach contact and
two AK50s were captured.

i. 1 Feb 68.

(1) 2 RAR and 7 RAR continued moving into position to block
enemy escape routes. During the night 31 Jan/l Feb the enemy
attacked TRANG BCM, FSPB HARRISON provided artillery support.

2 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Regt and D Coy 2 RAR moved tc sssist the RF post
on the morning of 1 Feb,

(2) Bang v Coys 2 RAR continued to make minor contacts with the
enemy in the area of the action of the previous day in the vicinity
17218188, B Coy clashed with 5 VC resulting in 1 VC KIA(BC)

and the capture of 1 AK50, One Mustralian was wounded in the two
contacts with the enemy, V Coy killed 3 VC wounded 1. They
captured 1 AK47, 1 Mosin Nagent rifle, 6 claynores, 3 RPG7

rockets, 2 grenades and some medical supplies. There was 1 NZ KIA,

(3) At 1417H at YT225150 C Coy 2 RAR contacted 2 VC resulting in
2 VC KIA and the capture of 1 RPG 7, 1 AK 50, 1,38 inch pistol
and 3 RFG 7 rockets. At 1740H at YT140208 C Coy 7 RAR contacted
4 VG resulting in 2 VC KIA(BC) and the capture of 1 Garand rifle,
2 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Regt and D Coy 2 RAR cleared TRANG BOM of VG by
1700H, Results were 2 VC KIA and 1 AK 47 captured, Bodies of

6 VC who had been killed by arty during the night 31 Jan/1 Feb
were found,

(4) Two airstrikes were put in during the ﬁay. One of these was
into an occupied camp. There were 3 VC KBA,

~Je 2.XEeb 68.

(1) 2 RAR and 7 RAR continued to hold a series of blocking
positions across AO COIUMBUS, Company positions had been
established on tracks which were likely to be used by the VC
withdraving from the LONG BINH/BIEN HOA area. ™ Pl sized ambushes
were also established. 2 Tp A Sqn and a P1 of D Coy 2 RAR
cleared TRANG BOM village, 11 VC KIA from 1 Feb were found.

(2) At 1223H at ¥T226152 3 VC were fired on by C Coy 2 RAR
resulting in 1 VC KIA(BC) 1 VC WIA and the capture of 2 AK47s

and 2 RPGs rounds. At 1215H at ¥YT210198 A Coy 2 RAR engaged
three VG causing 1 VG KIA(BC)., A Coy captured some medical
supplics. At 1513H at YT155154 9 P1 3 RAR contacted 5 VC result-
ing in 3 VC KIA(BC) and 1 VC WIA, Three AK47s and 4 grenades were
captured, At 1724F at YT183214 B Coy 7 RAR captured 1 VC, The
VC had been wounded by B Coy 7 RAR during the night 1/2 Feb 68,

/16,
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(3) Four significant airstrikes were put in against enemy
installations,
k, 3 Feb 68,

(1) 2 2AR and 7 RAR maintained their blocking positions across
AO COLUMBUS., 2 Tp & Sqn with the Def Pl patrolled to the South
of the FSPB ANDERSEN in the area of TRANG BOM, C Coy 7 RAR
continued to patrol to the NORTH WEST of FSPR HARRISON,

(2) At 1015H at ¥T141196 C Coy 7 RAR killed 1 VG who was carry-
ing 4 RPG2 rockets., At 1145H at YT18321/ B Coy 7 RAR engaged
2 VC resulting in 1 VC XIA and the capture of 1 RPG2. At 1340H
at YT211199 3 VC approached A Coy 2 RAR positions. They were
engaged by A Coy resulting in 3 VC KIA (BC). Two AKL7s, one
AK50, 3 grenades and 3 packs were captured., At 1720H at ¥YT211199
. 12 VC approached A Coy 2 RAR position, A Coy engaged them with
/~ small arms and artillery. The results of the action were 3
KIA (BC), 1 VC WIA (PW). ‘One 7.62m machine gun, 1 M16, 2 AK50,
1 AK 47 and 2 pistols were* captured,

(3) During the day three VC camps were struck by air, One camp
was occupied, Two VC were killed.

1. 4 Feb 68,

(1) 2 RAR and 7 RAR continued to hold their blocking positions.

C Coy 7 RAR moved by APC from the area to the NORTH UEST of FSPB

HARRISON and began patrolling to the RAST of FSPB HARRISON, 2 Tp
A Sqn 3 Cav Regt and elements of D Coy 2 RAR patrolled TRANG BOM

and the area to the SOUTH of FSPB ANDERSEN,

(2) Heavy air activity continued., Tour significant air gtrikes
were put in during the day. Two of these were into enemy occupied
base camps, Three VC were killed. During the day a 161 (Indep)
Recce F1t helicopter was slightly damaged by small arms fire,

(3) At O809H one VC approacaed D Coy 7 RAR position at YT160218,
He was engaged with small arms fire and killed, One AK47 and a
compass were captured. At 1110H at YT210198 two VO approached

A Coy 2 RAR's position. In the fire fight the two VC were killed
and two AK50s jwere captured. There werec two Australians wounded,
AT 11500 at YT223192 V Coy 2 RAR contacted two VC resulting in

1 VC KIA (BC) and the capture of 1 RPG2, 6 RPG2 rounds and 1
grenade. At 1210H at YT180219 5 p1 7 RAR contacted 1 VC resulting
in 1 VO KIA (BC) and the capture of one RPG2 round, At 1245H at

YT162217 11 P1 7 RAR contacted 1 VC resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC) and
the capture of one AK50, .

(4) At 1505H one VC approacihed 5 P1 7 RAR position and was killed.
One grenade was captured,

(5) At 2347H the Task Force Artillery engaged an enemy mortar

position. 18 VC bodies were seen in the area by VR aireraft in
the morning of 5 Feb 68,

m, 5 Feb 68,

(1) 2 RAR and 7 RAR continued to hold their blocking positions,
~ C Coy 7 RAR continued to patrol to the EAST of FSFB HARRISON, 1 Fd
- > ©qn began reconstruction of the houses which had been destroyed
in the TRANG BOM during the TET Offensive while 2 Tp 3 Cav Regt
and elements of D Coy 2 RAR provided protection,

117,
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(2) Intense VR continued and five airstrikes were put in
during the day. Two of these strikes were in support of C Coy
7 RAR., There were 5 VC KBA,

(3) At 0830H five VC approached D Coy 7 RAR position at
YT162217, Three VC were killed and one wounded, and three AK4L7s

were captured,

(4) At 1015H at ¥T191167 C Coy 7 RAR found an enemy camp occupied
\¢ by approximately 40-50 VC, As C Coy moved forward to investigate
' they were engaged by 2 MGs and later came under fire from five
MGs. C Coy withdrew after killing two VC and having 1 Aust WIA,
Airstrikes, artillery and Light Iive Tecmn cagegod the VC camp,
At 1500H C Coy entered the eneny camp again, but came under heavy
fire., One Australian was killed and two Australians were wounded.
A further three VC were killed, .At 1700H the Coy moved clear of
the enemy camp. During the night 5/6 Feb heavy artillery
harassing fire was fired on the enemy camp,

. (5) At 1130H three VC approached V Coy 2 RiR's position at
YT223192. Claymores and small arms were used to kill two VC.
The thrid VC escaped. Two AKA78 were capiured.,

(6) At 1300H at YT232182 Anti Tank P1 2 RAR contacted 7 VC
resulting in 1 VC KIA and the capture of 1 RPG2 rocket and 1
grenade,

n, 6 Feb 68,

(1) 2 RAR and 7 RAR continued to maintain their blocking
positions. 2 Tp A Sgn 3 Cav Regt and D Coy 2 RAR patrolled the
area of FSPB ANDERSEN and 1 Tp A Sgn 3 Gav Regt and C Coy 7 RAR
patrolled the area of FSPB HARRISON.,

(2) Seven airstrikes were put in during the day. Three of
these strikes were in support of ¢ Coy 7 RAR and a further two
were against enemy occupied areas, Righteen VG were killed,

(3) C Company 7 RAR moved into the enemy camp at YT191167. The
camp was one of a series which extended NORTH from the area of
contact on 5 Feb, During the day the complex wvas again hit with
airstrikes, € Coy made no contact wita the enemy,

(4) At 0710H 2 VO approached V Coy's position., They were killed
with small arms fi re, One AKL7 was captured, At 0850H at
YI'158206 D Coy 7 RAR contacted 3 VC resalting in 2 VC XIA (BC)
and the capture of 1 AK47, 1 RPG7 and 1 RPG7 rocket, At 0853H
at YT222154 C Coy 2 RAR contacted .3 WC resulting in 3 VC KIA (BC)
and the capture of 2 SKS rifles, 1 Garrand rifle and 3 Chiconm
grenades, At 1000H at YT230181 Anbi Tank P1 2 RAR contacted 7 VC
resulting in 6 VC KIA (BC), 1 VC WIA and the capture of 1 x 60mm
mortar, 3 AKL7s and four grenades. At 1340H at ¥YTR238183 V Coy

< RAR contacted 3 VC resulting ‘n 1 VG KT. (BC) and the capture
of a 9mm Chicom SMG, There was 1 NZ KIA, At 1537H at YT184212
B Coy 7 RAR wounded and capitured | VC after a fire fight with
1=2 VO, At 2031H 3-5 V¢ approached FSPB ANDERSEN, They were
engaged with small arms and claysores resulting in 2 VC IIA (BC)
and the capture of 1 x 9m pistol and 1 ARLTY,

°. 7 Feb 68,
(1) 2 RAR and 7 RIR cuntinﬁﬂd ta maintain their blockin it]
L1in g positionse
C Coy 7 RAR who had been opcou Comd FSPB HARIISON reverted to
command 7 RAR, and continued the’r search of the camp complex

18,
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found on 5 Feb., . 2 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Regt and D Coy 2 RAR patrolled
the area of FSPB ANDERSEN, C Coy 3 RAR patrolled to the NORTH
of FSPB HARRISON. During the afternoon Bn HQ 2 RAR moved by
helicopter to ¥YT222148,

(2) Three airstrikes were put in during the day, One was into
an occupled VO camp at YT182227. The VC used automatic small
arms against the strike aircraft, The results of the strike
were 10 VC XBA,
(3) At 0640H a company plus of VC attacked V Coy at ¥T238184,
The attack was well conducted and approximately 20-30 rockets
were fired into V Coy's perimeter, Artillery mortars and Light
/% Fire teams provided support for V Coy during the action., The
results of the action were 13 VC KTA (BC) and 8 NZ WIA (6 evac-
uated). V Coy captured 6 AK4T7s, 2 IMGs, 3 RPGS, 12 anti tank
grenades, 13 RPG2 rockets, 1 grenade and two sand bags of small
ammunition,

(4) At 1025H at YT156214 12 P1 7 RAR wounded and captured 1 VO,
At 1035H at YT155206 D Coy 7 RAR contacted 2 VC resulting in
2 VC KIA (BC) and the capture of 1 grenade,

(5) C Coy 7 RAR continued to search the camp complex found on

> Feb, At 1200H at YT192165 they contacted 7 VC resulting in

< VC KIA (BC). At 1500H at YT194168 the coy contacted a company
sized force of VC. There were 12 Australians WIA in this action
At 1440H at YTR12186 A Coy 2 RAR contacted 2 VC resulting in

1 VC KIA (BG), One grenade and 3 AKALT megazines were captured,
At 1851H at ¥T212186 A Coy 2 RAR contacted an unknown number of
VC resulting in 4 VC KIA (BC) and the capture of 4 AK47s and

1T IMG, At 1917H at vS212185 A Coy 2 RAR contacted 10~12 VC
resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC) and the capture of 1 AKA7. There was
1 Australian WIA in the action,

(6) In a VC camp at YT183218 B Coy 7 RAR found 1 AN/PRC 94
radio, 3 walkie talkie radios, 4 AK4(7s, 1 rifle, 100 1b
explosives, 2 claymores, 3 anti tank grenades, 9 RCL rounds, 64
detonators and 13 grenades.

Pe 8 Feb 684
(1) 2 RAR and 7 RAR (=) began moving SOUTH in preparation for
redeployment, A Coy 7 RAR maintained their blocking position EAST
of the DONG NAI river. C Coy 3 RAR continued patrolling around
FSPB HARRISON and 2 Tp A Sgn and elements of D Coy 2 RAR patrolled
in the vieinity of FSPpB ANDERSEN, There were three airstrikes
into VC camps during the day.

(2) At 0650H at yT212186 A Coy 2 RAR killed 1 VC and captured

1 AN/PRC 10 radio set, At 11151 at ¥T166221 Anti Tank P1 7 RAR

contacted 2-4 VC resulting in 1 V¢ KIA (BC) and the capture of

1 x 9mm Chicom pistol, At 1230H at YT234181 V Coy contacted 3 VC

resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC) and the capture of 1 AK47 and a

grenade. At 153CH 1 VO approached A Coy 2 RAR at Y¥T212186, The
- VO was Iilled and 1 RPG7, 2 RPG7 rockets and 3 grenades were

(3) C Coy 7 RAR continued their search of the camp complex in

. the vicinity of YT194167, During the day the Coy found 1 75mm
RCL, 1 RPG2, 6 RFGR rounds, 1 7,62mn rifle, 1 Chicom IMG, 16
grenades, 30001bs of rice, 60 sets of clothing, medical equipment
and small arms amrrnition,
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9. 2 Feb 68,

(1) 1 ATF began g redeployment phase for the continuation of
Operation COBURG, The order for the redeployment was as follows:

(a) 2 RAR.
i Continue operations in AQ STIMPSON,

ii. On 11 Feb complete changeover of HORSESHOE HILL
carpany - C Coy relieves W Coy.

1ii, Commencing 091430H Feb relieve D Coy at FSPB
ANDERSEN, place V Coy under comd of A Sqn 3 Cav Regt
(=) for local defence FSPB ANDERSEN,

(b) 3 RAR.
i. On 10 Feb move by air to vicinity FSPB HARRISON,
ii, Commence operations in AO AYRE on arrival,

iii. Place one mor. seot under comd 4 Fd;REgt (=) at
FSPB HARRISON for local defence,

(¢) 7 RAR.
1. 'Bn less A Coy to be relieved by 3 RiR,

11, On 10 Feboplace & Cop saden: e 4 Fd Regt (-)
for local defence FSPB HARRISON,

11i, Bn less A Coy to return to NUT DAT by air 10 Feb,

(d) Artillery,
1. Commencing 110730H Feb 161 Fd Bty is to move by
air to relieve 106 Fd Bty at FSPB HARRISON,

ii. 106 Fd Bty is to move by air to NUI DAT,

(e) 1 Fd San.,
1. 2 Tp to be reliewad by 3 Tp on 9 Féb, -

1i. Deploy two combat engr teams to op 3 RAR,

1ii, Combat engr teams deployed with 7 RAR to move
with 7 RAR to NUT DAT,

(2) 7 RAR less A Coy continued moving towards FSPB HARRISON and
at 1337H Bn HQ 7 RAR moved by air to ¥5167185, The Mortar Pl

7 RAR wos redeployed to FSPR HARRISON hy'R&ﬁF'heliquter during
the morning, At 1430H D Coy 2 RAR moved by RAAF helicopter to
relieve V Coy at ITR34176. V Coy moved to FSPB ANDERSEN, The
remainder of 2 RAR maintained their positions ang continued

patrolling, 2 Tp 1 FPd Sgn movea by helicopter to NUT DAT and
was relieved by 3 Tp.

/20,
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r, 10 Feb 68,

(1) The redeployment of 1 ATF continued., At 0730H C Coy 2 RAR
was extracted from ¥YT223149 by helicopter and returned to NUT
DAT, At O820H the changeover of 3 RAR/7 RAR less A Coy through
FSPB HARRISON began. A Coy 3 RAR moved directly to relieve A Coy
7 RAR % YT133227. A Coy 7 RAR moved to FSPB HARRISON by heli-
copter, On arrival at FSPB HARRISON 3 RAR began moving NORTH
into AO AYRE, V Coy 2 RAR and 2 Tp A Sgn 3 Cav Regt patrolled
the are of FSPB ANDERSEN, 2 RAR maintained their company
positions and patrolled,

(2) During the day D Coy 2 RAR had five contacts with small
groups of 2~5 VC in the area of YTR237183, The results of these
contacts were 1 VO KIA (BC) and 1 AKA7 and 1 grenade captured.
There were 2 Australians KIA,

(3) Three airstrikes were put into VC base cemps in AO COLUMBUS
during the day,

8, 11 Pedb 68,

'(1) The redeployment of 1 ATF continued., There were no contacts
with the enemy,

(2) After W Coy had been relieved by C Coy 2 RAR at HORSESHOE
HILL ¥84962 the relief cof 106 Fd Bty by 161 Fd Bty began., By
11430 161 Fd Bty was complete at FSPB HARRISOIN,

(3) 2 RAR cnntiﬁuﬁd to patrol from coy positions in AQ SIMPSON.
? Coy 2 RAR moved SOUTH EAST frem the areca of thelr contacts of
0 Feb, :

(4) 3 RAR less A Coy continued to move NORTH into AO AYRE while
A Coy maintained ite blocking positions EAST of the DONG NAT
river in the vicinity of YT133227,

(5) A Coy 7 RAR and V Coy 2 RAR patrolled the area of FSPB
HARRISON and FSPB ANDERSEN respectively,

(6) There were five airstrikes put in against VC base camps.
There was 1 VC KBA,

te 12 Feb 68,

(1) The redeployment of 1 ATF continued and orders were issued
for further redeployment which involved the move back to NUI DAT
of 2 RAR less W Coy., 2 RAR continued patrolling and moved to

L2s in preparation for extraction to NUL DAT on-13 Feb, W Coy

< RAR moved by helieopter from NUI DAT to FSPB ANDERSEN, On
arrival they became opcon 3 RAR and began moving WEST from FSPB
ANDERSEN towards A0 NULLABOR. 3 RAR began patrolling back towards

FSPB HARRISON in preparation for the next phase of operations,

(2) At 11250 at YI244176 D Coy 2 RAR contacted 3 VC resulting in
2 VC KIA (BC) and the capture of 2 AKL7s and 2 grenades, Three
VC base camps were hit by airstrikes,

u. 13 Feb 68,

)

(1) Orders were issusd for the continuation of Operation COBURG.
The orders were as folllows: 53

75
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s
(a) 2. -RAR,

i, Bn less D, V, and W Coys extracts by air to NUIL
DAT. on 1, Feb 68,

ii. D and W Coys to operate opcon 3 RAR,
4 D Coy wef arrival FSPB ANDERSEN.

"2 W Coy wef 121200H,

——

(b): V Coy and one sect mor pl 2 RAR are to move by APC to
NUI LT uader opecon A Sgn 3 Cav Regt on 14 Feb.

(¢) 3 RAR.
i. - Grouping. 3 RAR Gp:

under comd from 141200H 161 ra Bty
3 Tp 1 Fd Sgn

Opcon D and W Coys 2 RAR
One Tp and two mor APCs
A Sgn 3 Cav Regt (plus
one engr mini team

In DS remaining One H13 161 (Indep)
| Recce F1t

On call for general sp' B Bty 2/35 Arty (US)

reinforecing

ii, Tasgks,

T Commence ops in AO NULLABOR on 13 Feb. (see
Annex 1Qt), :

2 At 130800H relieve A Coy 7 RAR at FSPB
HARRISON with one rifle coy and meintain this
coy at the FSPB until all elements 4 Fd Regt have
been extracted,

+ 3 At 140730H commence relief of V Goy 2 RAR at
FSPB ANDERSEN,

4 Maintain one coy and one mor sect at FSPB
ANDERSEN from 140930H for local def FSPB,

1ii, 4 Sgn 3 Cav Regt,

1 E.IEGGI‘t convoy to NUI Dt'LT.

2 Place one tp and two mor APCsS opcon 3 RAR on
14 Feb, |

3 Provide one APC as AWCC,

ive Artillery,

1 At 130830H extract 161 Pd Bty and one radar
Det 131 Div Loe Bty to FSPB ANDERSEN.

2  Commencing ‘140800H extract all remaining
elements 4 Fd Rogt from FSPB HARRISON to NUI DAT.

Fay
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3  AWCC. Det 161 (Indep) Recce Flt continues
ops from FSPB ANDERSEN as BIEN HOA Forward.
ve 1 Fd Son,
1 Extract all elemants to NUI DAT on 14 Feb excl:

3 Tp 1 Fd Sqn
One D4 Dozer
llater Point

2 Be prepared to assist road convoy on 14 Feb
by rapid repair of culverts and bridges, by the

provision of bypasses and the checking of sugpect
mined areas,

vi. 161 (Indep) Recce Flt.

1 Continue to provide one FW for VR in ops area,

2 AWCC continues ops,

3 Provide one H13 for 0C A Sqn for convoy
control from 141200H,

vii. HQ Coy 1 ATF, Extracts to NUT DAT,

(2) The role of 1 ATF in the area of A0 COLUMBUS changed con-
siderably, The TAOR was increased by the addition of A0 NULLABOR
however the number of troops deployed was daereased.

(3) As 2 RAR and 3 RAR moved out of AOs SIMPSON and AYRE and
FSPB HARRISON was abandoned, AQ COLUMBUS and AQ COLUMBUS EAST
less A0 NULLABOR and AO FSPB ANDERSEN came directly under the
control of Tac HQ 1 ATF which remained in FSPB ANDERSEN. GCround
activity by 1 ATF elements in these areas ceased and was replaced
by heavy air activity and artillery fire against VC installations,
Certain parts of A0 COLUMBUS RAST were also allocated to 18 ARVN
Div for reconnaissance in forae operations,

At 07351 the move of 161 Fa Bty from FEPB HARRISON to FSFB

ANDERSEN by €Ii47s helicopter began. 161 Fd Bty was complete at
FSPB ANDERSEN by 0920H, C Coy 3 RAR and 1 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Regt
moved from FSFB HARRISON via Route 24 and Route 1 and began
operaticns to the SOUTH WEST of AO NULLABOR. D Coy 3 RAR relieved
A Coy 7 RAR of its protection task at FSFB HARRISON, A Coy 7 RAR
moved by CH47 helicopter to NUI DAT at 1110H, At 1300H the
extraction of HQ 2 RAR, A and B Coys initially to FSPB ANDERSEN

by AHC and then to NUI DAT by CHA7 helicopter began., By 1000H

the move was complete.

(5) D Coy 2 RAR bagan moving into the NORT WEST of AO NULLABOR,

(6) There were no contacts with the encny during the day however
four airstrikcs were put into VC base camps.

Ve Feb 68,

. (1) The redeployment of 1 ATF continued, At O730H HQ 3 RAR,
A Coy and the mor pl were moved by air from FSPB HARRISON to FSFR
ANDERSEl', On arrival, A Coy relieved V Coy 2 RAR of its task of
defending FSPB ANDERSEN, A% OSOOH +he cxtraction of 4 Fd Regt
less 161 Fa Bty by CHA7 to NUI DAT cormenced. When this move was
complete D Coy 3 RAR abandoned FSPB HARRISON and began moving
SDUTH to AO NULLABGR. /23
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(2) At 1124H 2 convoy consisting of & Sqn 3 Cay Regt less two
troops, V Coy 2 RAR, elements of 1 Fd Sgn, HQ Coy 1 ATF 4nd vehicles
of the TFMA, 104 Sig Sqn and 1 ALSG left FSPD ANDERSEN for NUI DAT,
£§§ Egﬁﬂﬂy'mﬂved via Route 1 to LONG BINH and then via Route 15 to

(3) The Commander 1 ATF and a small staff remained at FSPB
ANDERSEN, |

(4) There was one contact with the enemy, At 0924H at YT190128
W Coy 2 RAR contacted 2 VC with no results,

we 15-17 Feb 68.

(1) 3 RAR carried out reconnaisance in force operation in AO
NULLABOR, Tac HQ 1 ATF continued to control AOg COLUMBUS and
COLUMBUS EAST legs AO NULLABOR and AQ FSPR ANDERSEN, A pattern
of alrstrikes and artillery firc was directed at known VC canps
and VO routes in the arca. Eight significant airstrikes were put
in against VC base camps and instellations.

(2) On 16 Feb D Coy 2 RAR was relecased from opcon 3 RAR and
returned to NUI DAT by air,

(3) Contact with the eneny by 3 RAR was light., At 151340H at
YT173134 W Coy 2 RAR contacted 12-15 VC resulting in 2 VC KIA(BC)
and the capturc of two weapons,

(4) At 171000H control of the complecte area of AOg COLUMBUS and
COLUMBUS EAST were given to 3 RAR. Tac HQ 1 ATT returned to NUI

Ke EFE}b"lI{m 68.

(1) During this period 3 RAR continucd reconnaisance in force
operation in AO NULLABOR and AQ FSPB ANDERSEN and continued the
destruction of VC camps in A0 COLUMBUS and AO COLUMBUS EAST, On
24 Feb D Coy 7 RAR moved to FSPB ANDERSEN and became opcon 3 RAR,
W Coy 2 RAR returned to NUI TAT,

(2) Twenty nine significemt airstrikes were put in against VC camps
during this period.

(3) At 180107H an estimated VC compnay launched a ground attack against
FSPB ANDERSEN, . The attack was supported by mortar, RPG and IMG fire,

CB fire from 3 RAR Mors silenced the cheny mors. Casualtics from the
attack were 7 Aust KIA, 1 US KIA, 22 Aust WIA (13 cvacuated) and 3 US
WIA, VC casualties are unknown.

(4) At 192320H an unknown gized VC foree attacked FSFB ANDERSEN ,
Results of the attack were 4 VC KIA (BC),

"

(5) At ¥T161154 on 24 Feb B Coy 3 RAR found a cache containing 21
60mm mortar bombs, a grenade and miscellancous itens of clothing,
medical gupplies and documents.

(6) At 251045H at YT175122 C Coy 3 RAR contacted 4 VC without results.
In the follow up action there werc 2 Aust WIA,

(7) At 261600H at YT172129 D Coy 3 RAR contasted 3 VC, Therc was
1 VC KI4 (BC). | e

(8) At 280100H 15-20 mortar rounds were fired into FSPB ANDERSEN
~  causing 3 US WIA, ' : -

(9) On 29 Mar D Coy 3 RAR rcturned to NUI DAT by helicopter and on
1l Mar 3 RAR and supporting elemerts abandoned FSFB ANDIRSEN and
‘aved to NUI DAT by road and air. - s 2

L2
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D
12, Results, "“-,.; 5 b
a. Friendly Losgeg. |
(1) Personncl: 4 Aust KIA (in addition 3 DOW)
2 NZ KIA |
1 US KIA |
61 Aust WIA (evacuated)
8 NZ WIA {cvacuated)
6 US WIA (evacuated)
(2) Material: Nil,
Do Eggz Lossges.

(1) " Personnel: 145 VC KIA (BC)

7 VC KTA (poss)

52 VC killed by aix
24 VG killed by arty
27 VG WEA:

5 VC B

(2) NMaterial:

(a) Capturcd: 9 creow scrved weapons
Q4 fmall axns
10 RPG2 launchers
3 LHG7 launchers
5 Transnitter/receiver radios
2 conpasscs

(b) Destroyed: 49 RFG2 rockets
8 RFGY rockets
9 RCL rounds
13 claynores
99 grenades
29 nortar bonbs
5 bangalore torpedocs
1721bs explosive
5 mines
J5001bs ricoe

13, Adninistration.

oo

b.
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General,

(1) Opcration COBURG wacs the first time that a TFML .wna
established outside a basc area to support units engaged in
operations. Frier to this operation, waits drow thoir daily maint-
chance requircnients dircet from their cchelons. located at NOI DAT,

(2) COBURG was also the first deployment of 1 ATF outside the
Province. It wag nob cconomically possible to maintain the foree
in the "old style", that is from the 1 ATF basc arca, The '"new
look" logistic systen deployed a TFMA within economical rangc of
the supplying depots and the user wnits, .

(3) Throughout the opcration, it is emphasized that the normal
system of daily maintenance was ciployed. There was no departures
fron established principles, nor were any departurcs contemplated.
The only difference, was the ro-location of part of the logistic
agencics, | : ' |

The Outline Systen,
(1) The warning order to dep..oy was issued appruxiﬁﬂtcly'Aﬁ hours
prior to the deployment occurring., It must be appreciated that, in

- /25,
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this inetance, therc was insufficicnt time to prepare a detailed
maintenance plan and a systoem of "the best edueated guecss" was
cmployed,

(2) It was quickly agreed that, becausc of the distence betwoen
1 ALSE and HQ area of operationg:

(a) It was unccononical to maintain the Task Force fron VUNG TAU,

(b) The most cconomical method of resupply would be 46 drawr
fron an existing depot close to the area,

(¢) The normol resupply systan nust centinue to operate,

(@) The Task Foree nmust be maintained in two locations,
namely at NUI DAT and in the COBURG arca,

(3) Therefore, the following decisionswere taken:

(a) The US depot complex at LONG BINH should be used to supply
the forward clements of the Task Foree,

(b) The Task Force elements e’ NUI DAT wouLd contirus to be
supplied from VUNG TAU, ' |

(¢) It would be nccessary to split the logistice elenents of
both 1 ALSG and 1 ATF,

(4) ﬂﬂcnrdingly'the following occurred:

(a) 1 ATSG deployed a "drawing and delivery" detachment to
LONG BINH, The function of this team was to draw requirenents
from US sources and deliver them to the Task Force.

(b) The TFMA split into two groups:

i, Fwd TFMA to rcceive in bulk and issue to unit
echelons deployed in the COBULG area.

11, Tear TFMA to receive and issue to elements of the
Tagk Force remaining at NUI DAT,

(5) The 1ogisﬁib systen was thus established and those units
required to operate the system werc deployed. No changes in methods
or system of resupply were cpvisaged or ciployed.,

(6) The establishment of the 1 ALSG cell at LONG BINH is outside
the scope of this report.

ce (1) The Fwd TRMA deployed forwerd to FSFB ANDERSEN on 24 Jan 68
by road and air.
(2) Because of the short notice onwhich the Fud TFMA was deployed,
it was inpossible for the TIMA tp provide a representotive on the
1 ATF Advance Party and also contiaue with concurrent preparations
of personnel and cquipnent for the move of the Fwd TFMA, It was
therefore decided that 0C 26 Coy RAASC would move by air on 24 Jan 68,
the balanec of the Fwd IFMA noving by road.

S (3) oC 26 Coy RAASC arrived at FSFB ANDERSEN approxinately threc
~ hours before the arrivel of the main body. Thkis allowed a plan for
the TFMA iayout to be made before the arrival of stopes. However
as a matter of procedure it is felt that o Fud TFMA recce element
st move into n area where it is proposed to deploy a Fwd TFMA ag
early as possible. |

/26,
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(4) As with the Task Force Headquarters, it was quickly apparent
that the existing TFMA can only barely and adequately function
when gplit. The operation pointed out geveral weaknesses in the
existing TFMA establislment and the appropriate RVEs have been

subniitted.

d. - Corments on the Systen that Operated.

(1) Planning provided for daily resupply to the Fwd TFMA from Fud
ALSG using road transport., This worked well until the VC denied
us the use of tie road, The rapid switeh to aerial resupply under-
lines the flexibility of the existing logistic systen,

(2) It was, indecd, unfortunate that more timely warning of the
operation could not be given., This lack of warning neant that Fwd
ALSG did not deploy until the sane day as the Task Force. There-
fore contacts with the Anericans were sketehy and tenuous and it
was with great diffieulty, but with commendable ceffort, that the
first resupply was ¢®fected on day two.

(3) The switch from a road L of C to an air [, .of C was rapidly and
snoothly achieved,

(4) Material and Services.

(a) Task Force SOP rere followed.

(b) Fresh rations were not prograrmied. Tkis was an error
when the length of the operation wna congicered, - THowevery-
extensions to the *epération +fere introduced-tiree or Tour days
at a time, Towards the concludin - stoges o limited amount of
fresh rations (one meal a day) was introduced.

(¢) No provision was made to stock the Fwd TFMA with a ronge
ol ordnance stores. This decision was token because:

i. The initial planned deployment tine was 11 days.

ii. No scaling of desired itens was readily available
from 1 OFF on the warning given.

Sinc? this operation a scaling, held in bin packs, has been
provigioned and a detachment is available for deployment,

(d) Canteen supplies were not provided because:

i. The dmerican Sundry Pack contains adequate gtogks
of cigarettes, confectionary, writing materials, ote,

1i. in air L of C did not allow sufficient space to be
used for non~combat essential requirencnts,

(e) Sumary,
i. Current logistic procedures arc sound,

ii. The logistic system is flexible and can rapidly
Switeh to alt@rnative means of resupply.

iii.Bgtablished procedures enabled the operation to be
snoothly launched and maintained with a minirmum of tinme
fﬂr plamj.ng .

ive Some errors in initial stocking figures occurred
because insufficient time was available to adequately
plan the maintensnce of the operation,

i /27:
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14. Commander's Analysig,

a, Operation COBURG was a very successful operation in that the
1 ATF mission, to prevent the movement of enemy forces to their
attack positions and subsequently to.interdict their withdrawal,
was achieved during the period 1 ATF was deployed in A0 COLUMBUS.

b.  Although the enemy's attacks against his major targets were
not prevented, it is certain that they were hindered to a
considerable extent by 1 ATF's acti.ities in A0 COLUMBUS. 1 ATT
had no contact with enemy main force regiments prior to the TET
offensive. However, numerous contacts with local force elements
who were to act as guides and with cnemy engineer elements in AQ
COLUMBUS undoubtedly contributed to the failure of the enemy!'s
attacks against major installations in the TITT Corps area,

/’tf?ﬁﬁ('

._T{fjfffw;;ﬁg i

' y#' (R.L. HUGHES)
Brig
Comd

Annex: Qe OS Op COBURG.
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