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PART 1

COVERING LETTER

T'o: OIC, Military History

Reference Wo.. .. B o i cl

Section, AHQ.

1. I enclose Commanders Diary (AF C2118) (Adapted)

as indicated at Part 2.

E J A‘rﬁ’m return receipt

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

bel

-----------------------------------

..............................................................

(OC Unit or senior staff officer)

7 SECRET

ORIGINAL ] Strike out where

_DUEEFEATE not applicable

AF C 2119 (Adapted)
Revised Jun, 1965

COMMANDERS DIARY

OF

. : Mrest Australien Civil Affairs Uni
Unit or Formation .~ 1T8¢ sustralian Uivil Aifairs Unlt =

From..1Max 68 @ i, To... 31 Mar 68

INDEX
Narrative (AF C2118) Enclosure Numbers
ANNEXES
* A Duty officer’s log - 10 0%
*B | Mcsiages connceled with Jogks 8 & 9 8 9§ 9 900B 0 ., B2a . to: 0.,
C Operation orders and instructions issued O . IR
D Operation orders and instructions received . b
'S Taan e $ B O aeaE®Ss g 2929020909002 8 FEFESH < RN, 4. I
F Orders of battle and location reports issued @~ . 1 e
G Intelligence reports and summaries issued; appreciations made @ = ... B s cigns
H Administrative orders and instructions issued T e
I  Administrative orders and instructions received - TR
J  Administrative reports and bulletins; ammunition returns; field strength 1
Bt FrgrEREs R E S @R 3 B R T, . EE i 1
FR HNakis orflers S0l 0 B o O 8 B B B F0 .F L Bl 8o
L Commander’s policy and demi-official letters BT SR
M Action reports (if required) S DD s
N  Other papers, eg, maps and diagrams, air photos, reports from sub units ... e S0 SR
O  Periodical summaries of operations R O
Z Top Secret Supplementary Diary T NIL
¥ RETAINED
T Despatched to

* Only to be included during operations.
t Cross out whichever is not applicable,
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PART 3
COMMANDERS DIARIES
INSTRUCTIONS

AIM

1. The aim of a Commanders Diary is to provide data on which to base future improvements in Army
training, ert:luipment, organization and administration, and to furnish historians with a record of the activities of

units and formations in operational and non-operational periods in peace and in war.
GENERAL
2. Entries are to be made daily on AF C 2118 (Adapted) each entry being inmitialled by the officer

detailed to keep it.

3, Commanders Diaries will conform with the rules for drafting orders given in “Staff Duties (Australia)”
Chapter 2, Section 12.

RESPONSIBILITY
During Non-operational Periods
4, A Commanders Diary is to be compiled by commanders of all formations.

During Operational Periods (1)

3. A Commanders Diary is to be compiled in duplicate by:

Commanders of all formations.

Each branch of the staff at formation headquarters commanded by a brigadier or above.
Heads of services not below the rank of lieutenant colonel.

Personal staffs and officers holding special appointments.

Unit commanders.

Commanders of a detachment of a unit when so ordered.

mP D TR

COMPILATION

6. Both original and duplicate copies are to consist of:
a. Cover (AF C2119) (Adapted).
b. Index as printed on cover. I
¢. Narrative (AF C2118) (Adapted).
d. Annexes as shown in the Index.

T All details of the unit or formation (if a detachment is concerned, the name of the parent unit), period
covered and enclosure numbers of the annexes are to be shown on the cover. If there has been a change of
command since the last report, the date of assumption by the new commanding officer is to be included.

8. The annexes are to be assembled in the groups shown on the cover. If there are no enclosures for
Y — ha antered on the cover. If additional annexes are convenient for a particular headquarters,
) tarting at B.

for operations form Annex “Z”, “TOP SECRET
the document. It is to be prepared and disposed of as

FENTS

:s as well as map references), establishment, equipment

1 orders given.
1e day’s fighting, including company movements.
imander with regard to equipment, tactics, organization

2

;tential importance.
v officers, men and equipment.

yment captured.
'mployed in the time not accounted for. The type of

‘and to save work as much information as possible is to
iments issued and received, routine returns, etc. All
and the time of receipt or despatch is to be given.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m

ANy NS
RL\ = \ \ \ CCor B ) (continued on back cover)

1e annexes, but need not give a precis of any of them.
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DISPOSAL

13.  Original Commander’s Diary. This is to be forwarded monthly, unless otherwise ordered, by 3
seventh day of the succeeding month direct to AHO.

14.  Duplicate Commander’s Diary. This must be clearly marked as a duplicate. It is to be sent
separately from the original to AHQ one month after the original has been despatched but not before the
former has been acknowledged.

15.  When overseas, both copies of diaries are to be sent through the Army Records organization in the
overseas theatre but at different times.

16.  TOP SECRET Supplementary Diaries.

2. The documents referred to in Paragraph 9 together with a list of them made out on AF C2118
(Adapted) must be placed in separate cover (AF C2119) (Adapted). All details must be filled in
and the cover clearly marked in red: “ANNEX Z — OFFICER ONLY”. It may be convenient to
group the papers by appendices.

b. Supplementary diaries must be forwarded under the normal rules for TOP SECRET
correspondence, to AHQ. The inner envelope must be plainly marked:

TOP SECRET

ANNEX Z to
Commanders Diary uf{Furmatmn or Unit)
Frumtu (Dates)

c. The duplicate supplementary diaries must be despatched as shown in Paragraph 14 as soon as
receipt of the original has been acknowledged.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m
Doy S
Y_\“Q\\\(\f‘\or °B )

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1028674



This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF-C2119

(Adapted).

---------------------

-------------------

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

-------------------------------------------------------------

UNIT/FORMATION 1 Auet CF

Lt Col K.,W. Latchford.

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

..........................................
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------------------------------------------------------------

|Piscussions with Aid Counsellor FEmbassy SAIGON on Civic Action Projects., Land clearing

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

sand bag filling point GR ¥5401629 by unit to another unit commenced, ...~~~

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

..|and..completion . of electrical reticulation in BN GILA GR. .. X BB T e oo

|and preparing a formal layout plan for fubture development.

recommenced at AP SUOI NGHE to produce suffieiemt acreage of farming kind for hamlet

.|egotiations on refugee rehousing programme for TET offensive victims contime with

Province officials and CORDS personnel BARIA,

Assistance by unit and 1 Aust TF Hygiene Sec to Public Health Service in dusting

operation at PHUOC TINH against plague outbreak,

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

PHUOC.. LE, .. renlacement. of . electricel. reticnlation. in 1ONG DIEN (TET off ensive. damage). ...l

survey..of. 0ld.refugee. hamlet. of LONG. TUAN. commenced with.aim.of realisning. street. loyout |

-----------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

-----------------------------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF-C 2119

(Adapted).

MONTH AND YEAR. March 1968.. .. ..

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION . .1. Azt ..Cl

Lt 001 KeWe Latchford

--------------------------------------------------------------

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

Place and grid
reference

Date

Time

Event or information

Annex letter and
enclosure number

----------------------------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

------------------------------------------------

16 Mar 68
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

| administered by this unit.

| band reform conference held at AP SUOI NGHE to consider requirements for survey and =

Land clearing halted at AP SUOT NGHE due to operational commitments: ofi OP !'PINAROO!,

Total of 600 scres cleared to dote.

---------------------------------
llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

& s o

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Change of command L% Col J.F, MeDONAGH %o Lt Col XeW.. TATCHEORDe.....coiiiiiimioirsimesrasinsinns

Lonstruction. commenced. on.relief. honaing BARTA. by.unit. personnel.and. parky. fron.7 RAB....

TN Savont BAREE 48 36 BOHAEI. . e
Cordon and search by 2 RAR OP UWSHGROVE FRAM! at LONG HAI, CA team provided assistance

for soreenine phase P6 Mar BB &

land title release to. villagerse . ... .. ...

Liaison visit by CA officer USNS 'CORPUS CHRISTY BAY! on nossible MEDCAP and DENTCAP

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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against plague. onthreske..........

---------------------------------------------
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This form is to be enclosed with the

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

annexes in AF -C 2119 (Adapted). 1 A OA T4
us A i
UNIT/FORMATION .| 8% C%
Lt Col K.’He I:H'bﬂllfﬂ""d
MONTH AND YEAR.. MNaxch. 1968...... . BEPERENLE BERAY ... i s priiash COMMANDING OFFICER ...
Place and grid . . Annex letter and
eilardnos Date Time Event or information s senelivsgeseds: el
narticipation by members of 18t TC Bn. Arrangements made for unit to accent MEDCAP/
DENTCAP missions ta AP PHUOC TINH and ILON SON Island on weekly basis,
30 Mar 68 Commencement of Philippines Rice Project with trial planting at selected padi HOA LONG
Aim is to produce high yield crop from existing acreage available,
[

1 BP Coy—275/65—S5m
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Ji

AUSTRALTAN MILITARY FORCES
m——.—_—__

1 Australian D¥¥il Affalry Unit
1 Australian Task Force
NUI DAT ",

R176A/1/7(1) & April 1968
CIV FFAIRS = 1 AUSTRALIAN CIVIL AFFAIRS ULTT

MONTHLY REPORT = MARCI 1
PHUOC TUY P 'R'OIV'IIJI-IC% AD_VUNG TAU SPEC IAL ZONE

[ The monthly report for March 1968 is submitted covering the
following:

Qe Construction ~ see Annex A,

De Medical - see Annex B,

Ce Education ~ see Annex Ce

de Commodity distribution - see Annex D,

Ce lMiscellaneous ~ sece Annex B,

s Change of Command

Handover of command of 1 Aust CA Unit from Lt Col J.F. McDonagh
to Lt Col KW, Latchford was formally effected on 20 Mar 68, Lt Col
JoF+ McDonagh departed for Australia on reposting on 25 Mar 68,

s Assessment of Future Projects

No change to monthly report February 1968,

4, Estimate of Reaction of Recipients

aaaaaa

Favourable comment continues to be made on the standard of
professional ability and thoroughness displayed by Australian
Servicenen and units in Civie action participation. Action by 1
Australian Task Foree lIlygiene Unit in a recent plague prevention
programme has drawn special mention by villagers concerned.,

5 ¢ Projects Clased in March 1968
Eroject No  Final Cost $VN Uncosted AF G982Es Date Completed

28 57356 CA13 B17350

CA13 B173

CA139  B17349 30 Mar 68
25 171167 CA88 A10489L

CA89 A10485%

CA90 A104896 5.

CA122 B16132 -

CA165 B1582

CA166 B1582 |

CA168 B16183 6 Mar 68
81 357240 18 Mar 68
105 32750 16 Mar 68
119 208502 - 18 Mar 68
V153 46670 18 Mar 68

7
_;{7’ 4
;df/ 4, /: ’f: "':‘r_-{
(K.W. LAPCHFORD)

Lieutenant Colonel
Commanding Officer

RCDIGTO28674
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Distribution:

HQ AFV (2)
HQ 1 ATF
HQ 1 ALSG

Senior Province Advisor Phuoe Tuy Province
Senior Advisor Vung Tau Specisl Zone
Commanders Diary (4)

File

Spare (6)
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1. PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION
e e e R i e sl o . "
| PROJECT No { LOCATION/DESCRIPTION STAGE OF COMPLETION| LOCAL LABOUR EMPLOYED
e+ e B e - WUV LU, S SI00 Ao N s s b
jf 62 : vaincef."‘?? ell and Pump repairs Continmuing 10 labourers
:E 97 BaRia/3 classrooms to High School 5{1“33 Local contract
f 178 ;!_ BaRia/PF/RF' married quarters 207/ Local PF/RF labour
| 105 i Suoi Nghe/Roads and Drainage 100, 15 labourers
} 119 | Long Huon/ 6 seat Toilet 100/ Local Contract
IE 115 '1 Long Son Repair to school 2070 Loczl labourers
i V135 | Vung Tau Playground Equipment 50/ Local contract
f Vg2 ‘ Vung Tau OSupply materials for
,i ]PF & RF Housing 6570 Local labour 7 PF members
[ V154 , Vung Tau Erection fence Social
r ! Welfere Centre. 30}5 Local contract
SALTSOR R LY . s ;
...... P RPLE ) R et Sl ot v A I s ek NN

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

MONTHLY REPORT - CONSTRUCTION

— T T T e e i W Wi, i e T o e i i e

T —

ANNEX A TO

R176A-1-7 (1) OF

APRTL, 1968 .

- B el —

- e

e I e e e . ad o oo R LW TN TSR R N

I

:

; PROBLENS ENCOUITTLRED
f B, W .
|
i

NIL
NIL
NIL
NIL
NIL
NIL
NIL

. Mot e s e

NLL

NIL

1
] T R TR e W e e el @ e o w

il

2 ealm  arerEw
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2.  RECONNATSSAWCE OF FUTURE PROJECTS

i i i R ——
.

- LU R ] -

= e T el o ol

.

B e e T

[l — - L

= o . e R S

——— e E—— S

High School Library Block

Construction 4
Construction 5
Congtruction 3
Construction 2
Construction 2
Construction 3
Construction 3
Construction 3

Construction 4

School rooms
School rooms
ochool rooms
School rooms
School rooms
seat toilet
seat toilet and

seat toilet and

“ffﬁéjf__,-_ _ xR,

- s T el S . —— B

High School Science Block

DESCRIPTION s

LR T T R ) T T e e — = vy 0 | N R —

sepearte well

senerate well

seat toilet and seperate well

oy i e I R —

Awaiting Tenders Juote

"

Awaiting approval

"

il

n

Page 2 of Ammex A

e -

R e

COMIENTS

i

il

3]

PROJECT No | LOCATION
oo et v e+ it ]
121 BaRia ;
122 | BaRia
130 % Mu Long Dien ;
131 i Nu Phouc Hai i
132 i Hoa Long (Ap Bac)
| 133 ? Hoa Long (4p Dong) |
134 | Lo Voi E
135 Huong Giang ;
140 I.Huong Son f
141 Thu Luu }
143 Long Tan |
| 145 | Phouc lguyen |
151 | Province I
V111 . Vung Tau :
V109 Vung Tau |
V155 ' Vung Tau |
| | |
~ T K

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

"‘1

vonstruction 3 seat toilet and seperate well
Construction of school furniture

Supply material for construction PF Post Thang Nhi
Supply material for construction PF Post Water Plant

Erection of TFence Lam Son Vung Tau

| "
i B
i 8

Tl it

twaiting Quotes

o o= Beniilh 2 i

e e s

e o ey

L T A i LR s s

et s T— S —
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ANNEX B _TO

e e e T

1 AUST CA UNIT

B S E e ¥ B R

764-1-7 (1) OF
____ APRIL 1968

MONTHLY REPORT - MEDICAL

el B T

T Humber of Medical Personnel involved

C o

2 Australian Doctors
4 Australian Mcdics
2 Vietnamese llcdics
1 United Btates Medic
24 General Examination
a. DTotal 3249
b.  Comments lMain ailments encountcred were:
(1) Pestis Minor in Hoi My and Phouc Tinh
(2) Anaenmia.
(3) Hookworm.
(4) Respitory Disease.
? (5) Skin diseases.
(6) Dental caries.
(7)  Diarrhoea common in all villages this month.
3. Medical Evacuations
a. General
(1) No 12

(2) Comnents (diagﬂasis and possible trea.tment)

Severe Anaemia, Asthma, Peptic Ulcer, Dysentery.

b. Surgical
(1) No. 19

(2) Comments (ty'pe of surgery required)

o el e L R W

Fractures, Herniae, Hydroceles, IB Spine, llultiple abscesses

appendicitis. ¥
b Follow-up
a. Regular routine Medecaps contimie in all villages and hamlets. .

b: At the request of XUYLN MOC subscctor the RF post on SONG RAI
river at RHoute 23 has been added to the programme.

G, 1-~'3 from 10 April 1968 a medical team from the USHS CORPUS |
CHRISTIE BAY (1 Doctor, 1 dentist, corpsmen) will conduct regular g
fortnightly Medeaps at PHOUC TINH and LONG SON villages.

/54

f’;‘
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Page 2 of Amnex B

5 Assessment (Reaction by local nopulation, assessment of general
heal 'Fh cnd public hygiene, overall improvement since
previous MEDCAPS, suitability for MEDCAP sites)

Following up the discovery of Bubonic Pl ' '

_ L b_th S ague (Pestis Minor Type)

]J:.'n PHOUC TINII and I‘I-JI MY, both villages were sprayed with DDT - the Vietnamese
epartment ':::':t" Ptille_c-Health PHOUC .- LE has been assisted in a Province vide

plague vacc::.na‘t:lm} progranm. Australian voice aircraft and VIS have played a

largce purw"; in advising local population of the advantage of vaccination and

DDT spraying. Responsc nighly successful.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1028674



1 AUST CA UNIT

Lol e S ]

R176A-1-7 (1) OF
- APRIL, 968

B

{ONTHLY REPORT - EDUCATION

A e e ol ol ol

L G ® O B W O & @ .. o =
- : ol - - el - S e 0 i el sl B W . em o F kW W Ll el e ol L . b R T R

1. Commodity Distribation

g Ly

2.  Bguipment

(1) 600 Library books (?ﬂnwKiep Librﬂry)ﬁggggg Loval purchase and
American Cultural Centrc.

(2) 300 water flasks (large) Source 1 Aust CA Unit
(3) 400 School flasks (small) Source 1 Aust CA Unit
(4) 9 crates children clothing (new) Source 1 Aust CA Unit

b, Instructional Material
(1) 2 crates dolls {for child care
1)

classes - Grades 28 oource 1 Aust CA Unit

(2) 5 cratcs manipulation Toys (Grade
5 & preschool) Source 1 Aust CA Unit

(3) 14 crates niseellancous toys to
moke teaching kits. Source 1 Aust CA Unit

. 24 Construction

=

Qoo 100 netres of road at PHOUC LE Technical School. Sea Bee
labour and equipment, AIK funds. (50 complete)

be Flagpole basc at PIOUC LE Technical School. Loeal laboux,
ATK funds (100% conplete)

3. Repair/Maintenance

ER T R = R S . |

(1)  Repair of mortar damage - CHAU VAN TILP.
iligh School - BARIA. (funded AIK)

L.

(2) Repair of bullet holes - Technical
School. (funded AIK)

4. Inzlish Classes

il this month.

D 2peclal Tasks

LT R TR R

2.  General assistance to Province Education Officinls on damage

cescssment and channcls for repair (IET offensive) 3

b. Guidence for Elementary iLducation Chief on contractural
proccdures for planncd construction of 11 classroons, and 11 torlet/
water ro8ource units at clementary schools.

c. Initiation of Victnamese (via Education Chief) decisions as to
gitc location of plannecd structures.

1.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT028674



Page 2 of Amnex C

d. hissistance to GVN Educators on snorting couipment and courts.
¢. llonitory efforts to initiate RD hamlet school construction.
£

Sitc selection (with GV Bducator and District Chief) .of
rceplacement school BAU TRAM, LONG DILT,

3 Initiation of attenpts to get under way o Refugee Vocational
Training Scheme.

h, Advise to GVN Educators on construction of school Teaching Aid
kits (commodity distribution).

Unable to predict when English classes will start. 1 Aust CiA Unit
1s awaiting the arrival of 2 teachers. The local high sch)ol have
serious stoff problems which could be partially cascd by the
arrival of an Dnglish tecocher,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT028674



1 AUST CA UNIT

R uﬁ [1(1) oF
APH. 8

PAGE 1 OF 1 PAGES

- i e A

KONTHLY REPORT -~ COMMODITY DISTRIBUTION

O el ol - il - W o S il k.

L
ITEM QUANTITY
Plastic bags ' 5 boxes
Male clothing 3 boxes
Feanale clothing 4 boxes
Childrens clothing 8 boxes
Childrens toys 11 boxes
Agsorted ¢Ereals 126 boxes
Millt sterelise 96 boxes
Sugar uﬁ&ﬂﬂl&t&d 89 bags (70 1bs ea)
Ascorted foodstuffs 418 Cartons
rlnuri 61 bags (70 1lbs ea)
Plasticware 16 boxes /

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG 1028674



Ammex E to 1 Aust CA Unit

R1764/1/7 (1) of Apr 68
Page 1 of 2

MONTHLY REPORT « MISCELLANEOUS

1- Phuoo 5

as Cordon and Search Uperations A CA team from this unit accompanied Task
Force elements during operations at LONG HAT on 25/26 Mar 68,

be Liaison Activities

(1) Discussions with Lands Service, CORDS and local authorities concérning
survey of farming land and method of allocation at AP SUOI NGHE,
Plan accepted and detailed survey of land commenced.,

(2) Delivery of Australian Ploughs mde to Province Agricultural Service and
. and user trial tests will be held when ground is soft enough for

ploughing,

(3) Commencement of Phillipines Rice (IR-8) experiment with germination
and planting in test padi near EUO IONG.

(4) Commodity distribution made to needy families in BARIA and to 014
Peoples Home. Also refugee hamlet LONG TOAN, Individual parcels
distributed to families at LONG TOAN, LONG SON and SUOL NGHE,

(5) Local purchase of charcoal and barboo by some units of 1 Australian
| Task Force arranged at SUOI NGHE,

. (6) Delivery of Matexrnity Kits to Public Hoalth Service,

(7) Discussions held with Frovince Health Chief on permanent staffing of
- Dispensary at AP SUOI NGHE,

os JInfomation Surveys = Phuoo Tuy Province and Districts

(1) Continuation of preparation of information surveys of Province down to
hamlet level. Surveys on XUYEN MOC, LONG [lil, PHUOC DINH and LONG HUON
completed.,

de Aobtivities of Unitg of 1 ATF

(1) Units continue to assist in their areas of responsibility whereever
possible,

(2) Lana clearing assistance by 1 Fd Sqn at AP SUOI NGHE from 10-~16 Mar 68,
Approxinately 400 aores now cleared of timber and scrub for farming
allocations,

(3) Commodity distribution by 161 Fa Bty BNZA, V and W Coys 2 RAR/NZ,
4 Sqn 3 Cav Regt and 4 Fd Regt conducted at AP SUOI NGHE.

(4) Construction teams from 1 RAR were employed on erection of TET refugee

relief housing in PHUOC LE under supervision of RAE tradesmen of 1 Aust
CA Unit,

(5) 1 ATF Hygiere Section conducted an anti plague dusting programme in
PHUOC TINH and HOI M¥ at the request of the Public Healih Chief, -

2. Vune Tay opecial Zong

8. MDispensary A SVN midwifc nurse attends daily from 0800 = 1600 hrs under
arrangemnents made by Department of Health,

be Liaison Activities

( ;—1) School uniforms for tho Buddhist Chan Kien School were distributed on
/(2).
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Page 2 to Amnex E to 1 Aust
CA Unit R1764/1/7(1) of
Apr 68

(2) Assista.nce‘tn Public Works Department was arranged with the provision of
1 ALSG vehicles for rubbish collection in VUNG TAU City.,

(3) Assistance to Department of Health by 8 Fd Amb in the plague immunisation
programme was conducted,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT028674



CONTFIDENTI M /

e S 4 i, gl

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

1 Aust CA Unit
NUI DAT

Yo 68
:'.T'/clju
COMDAT OPERATIONS AFTER ACTION REPOR

.

CIVIL_AFFAIRS

Name of Operation

1 OP ASHGROVE TRAM.

Date of Operation

. W il

2 25/26 Mar 68.

Location

3. LONG HAI VILLAGE at ¥S 446495,
Control Headquarters

4, HQ 2 RAR/NZ (ANZAC) Bn.

Reporting Officer

De Capt I.G. Menzies, LO, 1 Aust CA Unit.

Tas . Organisation

0. Team 1 Aust CA Unit consisting of LO's (2), Driver/Sig,
Interpreters (2 - Vietnamese and French).

- Supporting Forces
¥ NIL.

Intelligence

8. Anmex A to 2 RAR Op 0 6/68 dated 25 Mar 68.
Mission
Ve Advise HY 2 RAR/NZ gp. on civil affairs matters before and

during the cordon and search of LONG HAI.

Concept of Operations

10. a. Effect liaison between HQ 2 RAR/NZ gp. and Province,
| District and Village Officials.

b. Assist 2 RAR/NZ by provision of tentage for cover in
waitling and dispersal areas.

& See to_welfare of inhabitants during screening process.

Execution
115 '24.Mgg"§§

1030 hrs L.C. attended briefing with HQ 2 RAR at
Horseshoe, |

/12
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12, 25 Mar 6

Al xR kel

A 0500 hrs LO attended O Gp at HQ 2 RAR.

B 1000 hrs 2 x M: 5 trucks allocated to 1 Aust CA
Unit for transport of stores. 1 x 200 gall., water
trailer towed.

Coe 1315 hrs. 1 Aust CA Unit vehicles RV at convoy
departure point in 2 RAR area.

d. 1415 hrs convoy departed NUI DAT.
e, 1515 hrs arrived LONG HAI.

: 1530 hrs Recce with Engr. Officer and 0OC Screening
Centre re layout of screening area. -

g, 1600 hrs liaised with local National Police
Chief and Village Chief. Arrangements made for
Village Officials to RV at Village Office at 260730 hrs.

h. 1830 hrs occupied night defencive positions
allocated by OC Screening Centre. ilembers of team
stood radio watch of one (1) hour each during night.

13, 26 Mar 68
a. 0630 hrs stand to.

b. 0645 hrs allocated work force of six (6) personnel
from RAASC drivers for erection of tentage in dispersal
area.,

2y 0730 hrs RV with Village Chief at Village Office.
Village Officials assembled and transported to
screening centre.

d. 0845 hrs District Chief, Senior District Advisor,
Province Deputy National Police Chief and Village Chief
introduced to CO, 2 RAR. Officials briefed by L.0,,

1 Aust CA Unit,

€ 0930 hrs above-listed personnel introduced to Comd
1 REE,

< 2 1000~1300 hrs General supervision of dispersal area,
re~supply of water and erection of tentage.

£ 1330 hrs L.0. interviewed Village Chief re
administration of hamlets and village, general survey
of village.

h., 1615 hrs villagers relcased from dispersal area
Dismantling of tentage, work force supplied from a
Platoon 7 RAR,

i. 1650 hrs departed LONG HAI in convoy.

Jo 1745 hrs arrived NUI DAT

Results

14, 2. Control of the villagers in the waiting area
presented no problems, ©Some difficulty in control
experienced when personnel from MIXE FORCE were given

X permission to remove their families from the cispersal

area.,

b, All district and Village Officials were fully
briefed; quite a lot of useful information was gathered
irom these personnel.

-

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1028674



Administrative Matters
T3 Nothing to report.
opecial Ecuipment / Techniques

16, The hand-held loud-hailer proved useful. It should
form part of the equipments for all Civil Affairs Liaison Teams.

Commander Analysis

s et

1% & The site choosen for the screening centre did not
lend itTself to a symmetrical or simple layout. High
paddi bunds and existing iences interferec with layout
design and vehicle movement.,

Ce Water resupply was not continuo i and did not keep

up with demands. Due to the nature of the terrain it was
not possible to locate the water irailers in the respective
walting and dispersal areas.

Cs cSome difficulty was experienced in obbaining work
parties to carry out tasks in the waiting and dispersal
areas.

d. There was not a recognisable centrel control HQ for
the overall supervision of the screening centre. At
times it was difficult to locate the 0IC.

€, llo opportunity was given for the dumping of CA
tentage prior to the erection of the fencing, with a
resultant wastage in time and labour when stores had to
be carried by hand.

Recommendations
18. Q. Members of 1 Aust CA Unit regularly visit every

village in the Phouc Tuy Province. As a result the unit has an
excellent working mowledge of village layout, administratiocn,
organisation and security. It is felt that greater use could

be made of this knowledge by units responsible for cordon and
search operations. In particular, the unit could be consulted
on the possible location of screening centre, means of approach
to the village, local security, the attitude of the people and
the location of the various public buildings and military sites/
compounds.

b There should be vehicle access to the waiting and
dispersal areas to allow for water resupply by trailer
or tanker. This is also necessary if a MEDCAP/DENTCAP
i1s reguired,

Co Tentage used for shade in the waiting and dispersal
areas should be pre-positioned before wiring is compilete.

e A CA team normally provided for this type of
operation 1s capable only of effecting liaison and
providing advice and limited supervision of work. A work
party of section size is required for such tasks as
location and erection of tentage, control of water issue
points ete in the waiting and holding areas. This party
should be controlled by the CA LO

/Ei
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~Lp

€. A requirement for a screening area control H{ is
evident. This should include OIC screening arec,
representitives froubiv Irt , and Psyops and be pesponsible
t? Eﬂe force commander for the supervision and operation
0 e area,

f. An investigation is being undertaken by CA to
devise a more efficient method of preparing shade
coverings to achieve easy erection and recovery and
economy in transport requirements. Results will be
advised separately.,

(K.W. LATCHFORD)
Lt Col
00

Distribution

1 ATEF (6)

Comd Diary (4)
LaOs (2)

File
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