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Briefed Ambassador Lodge on conduct of ware
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| 18 | Reception by General Harkins for Ambassador Lodge. .A few VN officers. (Minhs Dinha...fow oo
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| Accommodation much improved. Work load ahout.ls000... EProcesded. fQ. R, Bada. . QVEKT. . s i |

cast, much flooding.  Ration situation now.correched.With.s. DeH. delivery. SYEHEMe. il mmm i m——
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Work load about 2,000, New bar in Mess is a thing of rare artistic beauty - the . ..

_ achievement of Lt Clarke! There is a local rise of incident rate, particularly . .......b....ommmmmmmmm
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PULSTO SRR ) TR NS, (SRS | __Raining, Blanket needed at night. Briefed on situation in 1 Div area by Col DA SIS, 1. L
A v 1 s A2 Magkey's staff, To Hiep Khanh with Major Da Costa. Conferred with Major Murphy, :
S A | i SRS SO Relations with new CG Comd still not good, Electricity bad, Water and rations §i0% )

| ___good. Briefed Da Costa and Murphy on roposal to place a reduced "A" teamat ______{

Kontum/Pleiku; interchange of personnelj parachuting, The team is in good shape, |

o ——— - oW e AT o= —#'_‘-W*-‘i—'im——'ﬂ- - T R

|  In the afternoon, proceeded by jeep from Phu Bai to Da Nang, L webt Jowzney, Ospb % . e ]

Clark accompanied, Stayed overnight with Capt Bogleau at CSD accommodation, e
e —————— e ———— - ————r vt} i i s i scr ottt - e _

2y CSD situation mixed, due to partial freezing of funds for Special Forces, and our

; 4
o = e =W w - - F - © m— o — - —— — R TR T S A e e ——— | T — e RS S o e Bt e L s B

insistance that we see what we are paying for. This is striking at the heart of a PRI 2 I

v B T e — e . - [ — CRE B — T T P T g o — e S

| ___very lucrative programme which peys for non-existent forces, Took Corps briefing | __ __ 2

- — L ek e B | T T S . 'r-*—mmrﬁ—“““ L

at Da Nang., Position heating up. Returned to Saigon in L23 with party SrOl ThE RBel gy

e — T e e T —— T TR ¢ e YRR T

] el | | On arrival, informed that Mrs, Hill had died this afternoon, with heart failure as |

a result of the operation of last week (which in other respects was successful.) A | isrcs

o -.—_-—_-__-----'--'-r--"--l'_- b e - —

e i T ————— “_“ﬂ#‘mm‘- A— -

ol 2y s SRR ot il e _most tragic event,
.y | __Cancelled AATTV party, on account of death of Mrs, Hill, Talked to Cols Layton and

T — — T S

e
e e A, AR LW e T —

o e T T

W R R T G ST T -—_.- -

Strickler on AATTV "A" Team, They are extremely pleased at the prospect, laytem 1|

o i i T P T — T — =—=——— —----L' T — Sl TG i T o

| : very depressed over internal situationg and says he has lately very little contact |

|
. . = —-—._-_—m__

50634 Wt. 4O335-3387 20M 5/59 Gp. 789 F.&C. Ltd.
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Event or Information enclosure and
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reference Month | e ]

— SR Epp— _-—-—_-.—_-..*—-..—-h-.-—-;m-—#- W T - mi el i o — -

- mrw e — R TR Bl - -

B ..-.r,,____“__“ﬁ_.lw_iir.ll_ﬂ.g..l Tung of Special Forces, RSk e

26 National Day. March was smaller and less spectacular than last year; but well i

T T T SR = . ——— e T r— T — T s ¢ e ma— e - T T

BT TRy e R W S U W oy i e g — e —
P g T— e A +-‘i-" o e e

I 27 | Bonze burning in front of Basilica, for benefit of visiting UN Team investigating "

Buddhist situation. They failed to see the burning, s el
e s SIS " TS e o B

28 Col Farrior (J2 MACV) produced some very interesting data on VC HQ astride cil

a g e — SR T W TR ——w sawwa w0 — T —— i ——— —— Ty e T TR

A NI conducted

rm -

Cambodian border in NW Tay Minh, e AR e S RS |

—— - o EpE————— S i i —— - T ¥ —— e T I

Discussed effect of rising price of rice on troop morale with Stilwell., He agrees ¥

| ——— - # T W LW - w—mw m — @ SR T T T S il —

situation is a gigantic poker game, with Lodge and Diem setting each other out, o

Nothing to do but wait, Grant (Defence) arrived, Also Lt col F¢tchett, DMI NZ, S L
Conferred with Thompson (BRIAM), Checked his new appreciation, which contains | i

ap————— - o — = - EEETT N TN PR -—h"#'ﬁ— L - E i

T L b B e e e Bl S SR e -—'—-—h-*-“——h—ﬁ“ = T T

| guidance on how to live with the Diem regime, Agreed with it, . o e o LRS-
30 Briefing for Grant at MACV (J2/J3), followed by talk with Farrior, Both very — ="

__useful, Briefing for Grant at CSD by Layton, then to Psy war for briefing by
i Iﬂrathew;e. Dinner for Grant with Dave Smith - Ey_g_sj{lt Manfull, St_gathergl_

e

T Sl T A R S S ———— T - r—— L

_Stilwell, Layton, John Richardson's former house is now empty. It is to be taken i

o —— @ i g — e - TN T T Ty S S T N ——— T S —

by e . | over by Ambassador Lodge. No replacement for Richardson named yet, 2
£-0634 Wt. 40335-33687 20 5/59 Gp. 789 F.&C. Ltd.
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A0 A 2t | _To Nha Trang with Grant, C46, for visit to HQ Special Forces and CSD, et M \

f = AR E AT DL B Nal R S ST Satisfactory., Commodity shortage very apparent., Piastre is slipping, Now 140 4.1 = L AR

AREE IR S e RIS (SRR . .| to $US - and rising to 200 for large denominations in large quantities, Internal |

i R A | Political situation deteriorating steadily, Preparations in hand for redistribution|

R + |.5% Corpe beundariep vosorrow, giving III Corps & stranglencld en Saijon, Either | NP

) SRR Lk T e _|__ President Diem has great trust in Dinh (Comd III Corps, a relative) or he's losing Sl LS
I

_his grip, This has interest ossibilities,
WIMNEEY, < DIOMA 1) o ST 2 LY | i0ls has inter 525, T s S e, NSNS
b oL Meuthly repert submitted BHQ, e 22 g
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VIETIAL

AELORT NO. 15
FOR_THE ii0i.TH CF OCTCBLR 1963
BY

CCLOIZL F. P. SLRCNG, UBE, CO.. 4iDING

GLIiERAL

, No significant change in US/VII relations is apparent, The
pressure of economic sanctions (if one may use the word) on the GVL. is
forcing down the piastre causing comodity hocrdings, raising the price
of rice (at present up 50 per cent), and, because of the effect of the

latter on the military families, is risking a ceterioration of morale
in RVHAF,

2. A revision of corps bouncaries, bringing III Corps to the
rMekong, is to be effected on 1 November., Freparations proceed. This
will have the effect of placing the national capitel entirely within
the zone of 1III Corps, wiich is, to sa; the least, surprising in the
present political climate,

HsaLThH

3 Major Kennedy of Duc iy has had mild conjunctivitis,
HURALD

Lo Excellent.

ELL BEING

Se The weather in the north has turned blealk and aiserable., It
will rewmain so for several months,

ATTACH. ENTS

6. Captain Thompson has completed an attachuent with the School
of Artillery, Duec iy,

Ta Captain Gollings has completed an attachient to idanger Training

Centre, Duc ..

8. Captain Hagerty has completed an attachuent to 4 Armd Hegt.
CULPIDEL TIAL
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CONFIDL: TIAL

9e Sgts Roughley and iic Court visited forward artiller  troop
locations in Guang Fam,

10, WO Donkin is currently attached to US Srecial Forces at the Sahn.

CURRELT ACTIVITI. O

3. Dong Da gPhu Bai!:

One battalion in third week of eight weeks.

CC 1 in fifth week of nine weeks,

CC 2 in sixth week of eleven weeks,

Recruit coursc in progress

Two replaccment groups, one completcd, one in progress,

One battalion marched out on 18th Oct, to be replaced on 4 Nov,

L.2 1ins lortar Pl completed training,

Special Intelligence anc Reconnaissance Pl, in progress,
12 Hiep Khanh:

Two companies couiscneed a four week c cle,

Une coulpany continues a week cycle,
£3s vuc iy

Thrce courscs, with a strength of 542 are in progress.

eeruit trainiﬁé continues,

One Ranger battalion, overdue, is awaited,

Special task platoons training is complected,

1, Activities of lote:

I am particularly plecscd with the concept and training of
the Special Intelligence and Reconnaissance platoon at Phu Bai. The
concept visualiscs the cuployuient of siall deep penetiration patrols
in native clothes, with concealcd weapons and a communications capability
for targcet acquisition, resulting in the subsccuent cmployment of
air attack, artillery, or heliborne assault, :hen this project 1is

successiully launched in the I Corps area, it is hoped to find it
copied at divisional level throughout the country,

2
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CNFIUENTIAL

CU.. ENDATICE

15. T should invite attention to the outstanding work of lajor

L. G. Clark while performing thc dutics of Chief Training Advisor at
Ranger Treining Centre, Duc Lly. His work has been dircectly responsible
for thc supcrior perforimance of the ALV Ranger battalions.

16. Two further outstanding performances have been rcgistercd by
Captain 7. E. Hagerty, and Captain I. G. Gollings. The work of these
two officers at Hicp Khanh Civil Guard Training Centre has been such
that it way be truthfully said that the Civil Guard companies hancled
by them have been brought to a staindard at least equal to that of
Ranger companics of one year &go.

REFORT OF _SLPTEIBER

17. It appears frouw signals reccived that this report has not
rcached Canberra. This is most disturbing to me, as it contained
(paras 9 - 13) a proposal for which I am most anxious to scecurc

AHG approval. A fresh copy of the Scpteuber report has been for-
warded separately.

COL.CLUSION

1o Though the events of 1 lov 63 morec properly bclong to next
month's report, I makc no apology for introducing them here. AH: will
have reccived my message AATTV 8569 of 020915Z Nov., An earlier message
was despatched by me from Ban lic Thout, but circumstances in Saigon
prevented AATTV He from forwarding the relcvent portion, Copies of
both messcges are appended (AHQ only).

19. Ngo Dinh Dien is decad. It now renains to be scen what his
sucecssors can achicve.

DISTRIBUTIO
AHQ (4
COLUSL-CV
sust Embassy
Austarm Singapore
Ban lic Thout Det
Danang bct
Dong Da et
Duc iy Det
Hiep Khanh Dct
Diary (2)+/
File

CONFIDERTIAL
3

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG102889
96



Annex "A" to
LATTV Report No. 15

Sched datc Aetuel date
Number Rank Name | of arrival of arrivel Station
L7020 Capt R.J. Moylec 30 Sep 63 L Oct 63 Dong Da
242633 Capt R. Clark 8 Oct 63 8 Oct 63 Dong Da
52693 Capt N.F. dc la Hunty 22 Oct 63 22 Oct 63 Hiep Khanh
5288 WO 2 R.A. Bandy 22 Oct 63 22 Oct 63 Dong Da
DEPARTURLS

Sched date Actual date :
Numbcer Rank ame of derarture of departurc Station

M

28361 Capt K. . Stiepewich 7 Oct 63 30 Secp 63 Don> Da

51149 Sgt J. Cochranc 7 Oct 63 5 Oct 63 Hiep Xhanh

1337 0 2 C. C, iills 10 Oct 63 Hiep Khanh

29593 It J. R. Clarke 21 Oct 63 21 Oct 63 Dong Da

52396 Capt R. I. George L, Lov 63 31 Oct 63 Dong Da
CONFIDENTIAL
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Annex "B" to
ALTTV Report llo, 15

CLoUaLTILS

335080 T/Maj  R. G. Kennedy 1ild coniunctivitis

CONFIDENTILL
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CONFIGENTIAL

OPS IMMEDIATE
R-2666 02/2040Z
0 0201302
FM SA 23 DIV BMT
TO CHMAAG SGN
BT
CONFIDENTIAL MACTN BM Cll-11 SERONG SENDS FOR LT COL
MAC NAMARA AATTV,
L. ATTEMPTING RETURN SAIGON TODAY.
2. MAINTAIN CONTACT FAMILY,
3. SEND FOLIOWING OPS/DMMED TO CANBERRA. QUOTE: ARMY COUP IN
'PROGRESS FIGHFING IN SAIGON, ELSEWHERE CALM, PRESENT CONDITION
ASIDE FROM INVOLVEMENT, VISITOR FROM DEFENCE ACCOMPANIES ME, UNQUOTE
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