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COMMANDERS DIARY
NARRATIVE

~ Army Form C 2118
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i 5 infest these events. AL r 3 | 2 1-
10 Attendeﬂ mctim b}, ‘Gene;a : thim: Chlef W Speﬂial Fﬂrce , .............................. Sl ez s
B e b a S ll mergenc},. 135_%, for Capt&in MEDUn&Eh EignallEd frﬂm Cmm & H-qﬂ]mwledgeofreaaﬂnl T P R IS St
Got him away via PMIIA News of Vny'a.ger - Mel'bnurne &iﬂﬂﬁ‘be:l-:‘:“tﬂ.hand Diétrn;ssing. R e
...................... lEH HumjtﬂclﬂseOxﬂersfrmrﬁniﬁtwﬂfnefeme ThiE E hOUldPIEEEEthEViEtEJ SR I IS
"""""""""""""" [ o were scared there, Tnstructed Nejor Murphy to concentrate perscmiel ot MU TAT, |,
'then distribut; 'them thIOUgh US SII‘ inﬁ*ba.lla:bicms in I Corps. Cﬂnfirmed with General |
| T™mmes and J3 MACV. Advised AHQ 'I:ay Eigna.]. of action. 'I'ET began midday. .-
.................................................... 13 Tmm f-ull of well dressed family groups moving eround on TET vf!.sits._ VC have prctFlaimed
O L ntlateral cesse fire over TET, GV hms wged comtitmedecttwity. | L &

15 l . Vast volume of TET fireworks. Illega.l Police are ignc}ring it. : ’

16 TET completed. Explosion at I{inh-DD Theatre (US) 1930 hrs. 3 killed and abﬂut 50
....................................................... I ——— RS B e R L L Lt el Ll e e T T e T et D i b
: in,]ured (US) including one dependent. VN pnlice normally present wexfe strangel:,r absent. |

J L ' Discussed policy on holding AATTV perty for Tri 215"‘:inliﬁht‘?fvc”“emjﬁsmﬂnd

large planned attendance. Agreed to go shead to prevent morsle depression.
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13 | Lunch with British Ambassador, who 1s worried, but hopeful, Much talk of a EE’:’.‘R.EEE?E:.. e
' I

slidgu s sEasaEERd heninasdEns e FERFES AR menmEmEE L

uled for tonight. Some evidence of GVN preparation.. ua.igﬂn is very uuiet apparently
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* _ _ [;aiting. Ca.ptain Ja:rra:tt ma-.rched in tu act as Adn Officer in place Df Capt "Ech:nE.gh
0

c:::up. Apprca.ch frcm C‘SD to 1'1&113 la.unﬂh a,nd cnnduc‘b a schml fDI' pclitlcal ac'ticm.

' iUseful ITe w:lll help, :I.fr pcssible. Calleﬂ on British An'hassadmr. Incldent ra.te thls |
pionth is approaching the all time high of Novenber, ﬁespite the TET cease fire. Admiral
Felt in town :E'Gr two days. Conferred with General Westmoreland, new D/COMUSMACYV.

20 " General Nghiem relieved of ccmmland VNGSE. Repl&ced by Cnlanel Lam Sun._ ' o0 IR ) y

AR - IAATTV pa.rty on REX Roof. Securi'by armngements goo-:l Well mrga.nizeﬂ and catered. Abc:m't
| ....--"--.--------T..............u---...-u. e “ha sees FFHERRT RS —
3'50 present wEather excellent AATT? persnnnel hnsteﬁ 11: capably. Prn'ba.‘bly Saigcn s
1’ ........................... S < S s U A SR ) e e e ————— e e e TR T T TTET F T TP PP PR D Y FETR TR T L e T R LT T T LT T T ErrT. iy
: last blg party.
e s PRSI | SNBSS (e et e | i =L R RO o7t o e ol oo e U OIS RIBAENI L sl P et e 2 s ol e SRR .
_ 22 -
' 23 ‘ r:J_\ electricity and water off in Saigon while a main generator is being replaced. Dawn |
J perature 72°, TForecast max 94°, Weather clear. 8-10 knot wind. TFires have started '
{ in the suburbs over the last few da:,rs - The:,r are better controlled than la.s't year.

| - bnd Isaacson (DMI Cenberra).

T I I e T T T T T R L R R rnapEEesspgnaRspeasn bl en RS s RREnsRRsndfaaiddis IS ERAElrREirad@sa REFE e YA MEgRectREs TRQARE P A FARRQE g R e R TR lgadgis ElgagapRan RELcaadw FEFr PR Ao s s s s SR aNAREFREEE TP f0SEEE S0 0600 ——

ER R T F - - L L2 2 & 1 LT #a F e -
frm anEisanasnislgenaeaE e s - - e B B S R LAkl | L AL L g L -m LA LAY FERE 'fib‘ll.!ll!l;l!l'.--‘ Ll LT TN ETNE TR LT S

PICRETARE SRS SRR L s o AR s A YA |
P l 25 . Return c::t" Ca.ptain Mchnagh :E'rcnn emergency lea.ve. Cﬂnferred ﬁth Moody.
,, 26 e Resignation of Roger Hilsman reported replaced b:,r Bundy Dinner with Du'tch cha.rge ;

T L T R R L LT R TR iR FEE FEgperesapise fiddarEtraddnelnasnany BF MR EEa

who is vainly looking for hﬂpeful nevs.
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SR e W | T Jrorrs o 28T ZeTO. Desertions high - SDC leaving for Saigon looking for work, Loeal VC |
ALY T ORI L e BoxeRgEh much increased. A good lunch with Province Chief - .E.C!‘?...Emd ! 1430: Confer-
e B0 S e R E“*’-‘H“mﬂssﬂﬂt”esMmf*mful‘- .Topping and Thompson (.BR AM),  St111 iookings
* fr:rr ginmucks |
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RIZPORT No. 19

e [ B LI .-

OR THE IONTH OF FEBRUARY 1964

L R e bR e R R SR R R T R | L R e - e S

COLONZL F. P. S_.RONG, 0B, COMMANDING

L ‘Il*'--'-'-q--u-n'h-.'l-—- --ﬁ--....—--—-b-—-_ B - . T — R - i . .

'I _'1'\ I(%-L

Lo The lull during January has ended. February's incident
rate aﬂproacped that of Novanber, the all time high, even with
the TUT respite. Thua Thien Province currently rstes among the
most active areas., Terrorist tactics have intensified in SAIGOIN.

2: 2 The government of General XIANH continues to fumble. Both
military and civilian morale continue their downward trend. There

is an 1ncre331ngly marked reluctance on the part of GVIl forces
to face the VC,.

CLOSURE OF HIEP XHANH
3 As revorted at the tine, and as foreshadowed in my Jan-
uary Report, the GVI] took a unilateral decision to close this
Civil Guard trainings establishment.

4o AATTV rersonnel have heen temyorurllj absorbed within
the 1 Corps, US Snecial Torces component, pending redenlovment.
the role of this group in the .CIDG (Village Jefence) programme
1s one to which we can make a very effective COHuleuulﬁn, while
zaining invaluable exerience of tHe orzanisation, command and
saiff techniques involved in this most s'vnlflcant oneration,
Of tviae locations mentioned, Xhe Sanh will be familiar from
earlier reporis of ind vwﬂwal attachments.,. The other three
locations, Ashau, Cam Duc, and An Diem have been within the
sphere of activity of our Danang group. iy aim is To effect a
major srouping at one of the four centres wliere we are now re-—
oresenteds This is being examined in conjunction with IIACV,
1 expect to be able to announce completion of this redeployment
1n ny next reporte.

1.ORALE

T
L]

D% The HIZ. XHANH tean, somewhat irreverently, are jubilant
at the turn of events, and at their new assignments,

6, The team as a whole is in excellent heart, finding the

increased tension both personally and professionally stimulating.
I wish I could say the same for their Vietnamese counterparts.

CONFIDENTIAL
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WEGLL BiING QO\\\F
e A recent low grade renort cls 1*5 that VC assassination
and kidna) squads nave been direcced to operate against US,
Australian, and Jaanese (this latter »nuzzles me) ﬁersgnnel
including dependents, ILoecal US securlty measures have beﬁn
stepped up, and much less reliance is now placed on the ability
of the Vietnamese to provide security, whlch since the dis-
integration of the responsible intelligence eleme 1ts after

1 Hovember 1963, is now less than at15£30uory.

]

HEALTH

=
i c— -

&

O The cholera epidemic has now abated. The successful
nandling of this epidemic was a major triumnh for the US liedical
UuTV1CmS, who introdiced a new technique of massive fluid in-
“Jeciions to repnlace body fluid loss. Study of this technique

..should prove rewcrding. The weather in the north is misty and
‘miserable.

RODCLACILNT +ROGRAN

L TR o S

9. Progran for AATTV III is now to hand. I am disturbed at
the inclusion of some officers of very limited seniority. The
di1tlies of these postings call for a deﬂv G of maturity and pro-

fessional lfndwledr*e that one would not exnect to find in even
en exceptional sccond lieutenant. Furthermore, the lessons to
be learnmed here, and the need to apply them elsewhere, make

the provision of such personnel a waste of spaces that could be
filled by more SCHIOT officers with grecat advantage to the
service. I trust that this poliecy Wlll not be erGQde

ALTACHILON S

T B e

10, : The attachment of 'O CONJ/AY to KHE SANH has been comdleted.,
The Iiiy J“NH attachiient nroject is now absorbed within the broad--
er disnosition outlined at paras 3, 4, above.

CUlIL.IDATION

i 4 7 '1th the closurce of HIEY KHANH, it is appropriate that I

reccord here the fine work of Major ITURCHY and Cavntain D LA

dUITTY, who lifted the standards of the centre beyond the high

leveliset.by ALY I, ~and-eontinued to nroduce outstanding

results right up to the time of finalisation.

12, I have had my attontion drawn to the excentional work of
O CONTAY dur1n5 his period at KHi 5ANH., ‘“his confirms my owm

observation of his work at Dong Da.

SONFIDENTIAL
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13.

CONFIDEN- AL

M ~ Ayl o
IThe follo owing letiters of commoendation

this report (copy 1 oalv):

3)5080 uu]OI’ 5 ELONNGDY

e W e N

225110 Capt G.. 1. ., TRVINE
47020 Capt R. J. MOYIE
335087 Capt R. L. POLLARD
242633 Capt R. CIARK

2288 1101 Rs A, BANDY

52074 W0l D. C. DAIIPON
11448 W02 D. J. NUVILLE
12983 W02 K, V. COOK

13097 W02 X, G. CONWAY
32128 W02 J. C. S /ANSON

CURRIIT ACY TVL S

141

twenty (20) Civil Guard

T O S il . e i

Dongz Da (Phu Bai)

A W -0

arc avtached to

5 Bn 6th Regt: completed 3rd weelr of 4 week program,

CCl: complected 4th week of 9 weoks course.

CC2: completed 6th weelk of 11 weeks coursc,

;3 : ° e '
sceruit Coy: training continues.

Due Iy

S

42 Ranger Bn completed its 5

CCl. (comms): completed 1st week o f 5 week course.

7eeks coursc,

ol Renger Bn continues its 6 woek course,

Basic Ranger courses 9-11 and 12 contvinue,

JIIS course continues.

Hluﬁ Xhanh

T R i, e W

During the period of AATTV's tenure of Hiep Khanh,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

companies were trained.
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PUBLIC RIL'/IONS -OONF\DENT M-

Lot _TREE e R I e s e ]

17, During the revnoriize period, an excellent coveraze of
ANDPTV activiticss was Hr-:,ﬁtad b the HALG Observer., OSeveral
copies of this issue hav: been forwarded scparately.

18. A party for fricnds of AATIV was held on the roof of the
RUX BOQ on the cvening of 21 Pebrvary. Several hundred zuests,
widely reprcescntative of the many agencies with whom we do
busincss, attended. ‘e were able 0 arrange a strong AATTV
vresencc., A pleasant, very successful evening.

CUNICLUS TON

T T " i .

19 The team is in fine shape, The future looks interesting.
*5 f’{ ruﬁ“‘j/f
/ Col ;
Comd, AATTV
? lar 64

DISIRIBUTION:
AHQ 4
COMUGIIACY
Aust Embassy
Austarm ZSinmanore
Ban Me Thuot Det
Danang Det (2)
DOI]{:%' Da Det

Duc Iy DEEJ/
Diary (2)
File

CONFIDENTIAL
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AATLV -Report No. 19
APPOTINTMENT

Bl LRl _BelE  BURE

1. SAIGON

Col F. P. Serong: Comd
Lt Col R. G. ¢. 5. McNamara: Dep Comd, Advisor O&T Div
Capt C. L. T. McDonagh: Adm Offr
* WO1 H. D. Clively: Adm WO
W02 J. C. Swanson: Adm WO

- DANANG

Major J. M. Murphy: Special Forces "B" Team, Danang
Captain G. P. Boileau: Combined vtudies, Danang
Captain A. B. Fetersen: Combined Studies, Danang
Captain J. J. Burrows: Special Forces "B Team, Danang
Captain N. F. De La Hunty: Special Forces "A" Leam,
An Diem
WS %% Captain P. C. Jarratt: opecial Forces "A" Team, Khe Sanh
™ W02 R. E. Rooney: Special Forces "A" Team, Khe Sanh
“~ W02 D. V. Donkin: Snecial Forces "A" Team, Khe Sanh
W02 J. W. Roughley: Special Forces "A" Team, Ashau
W02 J. S. McCourt: Snecial Forces "A" Team, An Diem
=02 R, J. Collinson: S»necial Forccs "A" Team, Can Duc
W02 B. Stokes: Special Forces "A" Team, Ashau

X, DONG DA

llajor J. M. Da Costa: Senior Australian Advisor, Adv S3
Captain R. L. Pollard: Chief Tactics Committee
Captain R. Clark: Tactics Committee
/01 R. A. Bandy: Tactics Committece
W02 R. V. Cook: Tactics Committece
Captain R. J. Moyle: Chief Wweapons Committee
W02 A, D. Craig: Veapons Committee
= W02 K. G. Conway: Weapons Committece
kX W02 B. J. Sullivan: Weapons Committee

4. DUC 1Y

Major R. G. Kennedy: Senior Australian Advisor,

Chief Tng Adv

Captain G. D. /. Irvine: Chief, Tactics Committce

WOl D. C. Dalton: Advisor, Jungle, Mountain, Swamp Scliool
W02 D. J. Neville: Basic Ranzer fraining

Convalescent leave

i Temporarily detached to Adm Offr, SAIGUN

CONFIDENTIAL
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US MAAG ADVISORY DETACHMENT
RANGER TRAINING CENTER
DUC MY, VIETNAM

MAGTN-DM-RT 3 February 1964

SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

THRU: Channels

T0: Captain George D. W. Irvine, 235110
Headquarters, AATTV
Adjutant Division
APO 143, US Forces

l. I wish to take this oppertunity to express my appreciation and
commend you for your outstanding performance of duty during the period 22
August 1963 to 10 February 1964 while serving as Tactics Committee Advisor
at the Ranger Training Center, Duc My, Vietnam,

2. Throughout this period, many improvements were made in your area
of responsibility. The tactics subjects are the most critical and vital
training conducted under the counterinsurgency program in Vietnam., Because
of your professional background and qualifications, you were instrumental
in furnishing outstanding guidance and assistance to the Vietnamese as well
as this advisory team. These contributions are a direct result of your
effert in working many hours closely observing training and submitting wvaluable
reports and recommendations, The refinements made by you in tactical
training materially assisted in all Programs of Instruction taught at the
Renger Training Center. In your additional task as coordinator for air
operations instruction, the high standard of training would not have been
achieved if it wasn't for your initiative in obtaining aircraft support and
documenting request procedures for the Vietnamese. Additionally, the advice
and recommendations made by you on air operations lesson plans definitely
increased the value of training, I particularly commend you on your effert
in presenting classes to Vietnamese Instructors on the overall integrated air
operations training. Your willingness to assist and take on additional tasks
make you an exceptionally fine officer.

3. 1 can truthfully say that you have gained the admiration of all
Vietnamese and US Advisors with whom you wokr. Through your fine leader-
ship qualities, devotion to duty, and professional knowledge, you have
greatly assisted this advisory team in accomplishing its mission and the
MAAG Advisory effert in Vietnam,
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MAGTN-IM-RT - 3 February 1964
SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

L. It was indeed a pleasure to have you serve as a member of the
Ranger Training Center, MAAG Advisory Team. Thank you for a job well done,

ANDREW J. ADAMS
Major, Infantry
Senior Advisor
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OFFICK CF TiE S:NIOR ADVIDR
MG DA NATIONAL TRAINING CENTER

/ Advisory Team 5, AFO 158
JJWECT: letter ot Comnendation
THRU: Chief Treining Hranch
T UAvision, USASEC
Headquarters MAAG
3“80“. Vietnan
10: W0 2 Jolm Cp Swansom, 32128
\ugtralian Training Team
/ Ad jutant Yivision '
! lisadquarters MAND
f Calgon, Vietnan .
5. It is with yegret that
success in your future assigmmante,
i gall in the SUlURey & WOUAS a5
7
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