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CONFIDENTIAL

SCHEDULE OF ACIIVITY FOR RECEPTION OF AUSTRALIAN ARMY COMPONENT-

3 August 1962

1225

1300-1400

14,00~11.30
1430-1515
1515=1600
1600-1700
1700

L _August 1962

0730-0745
0800~1100

1100-1115

1115-1130
1215=1430

1430-1445

1815~2000

2. August 1962

6_August 1962

0730-0815

0815-0930
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VIETNAM

Lt e e o ]

Estimated time of Arrival Tan Son Nhut on Pan
American Flight PA 818 from Singapore,

NOTE: Personnel will be met on board airplesne and
escorted to VIP lounge where they will be
briefed as to administrative processing and
schedule of activity while in Saigon.

Clear through customs, claim baggage and move by
bus to billets.

Assignment of billets, deposit luggage and wash upe
Lunche.
Movement to and shopping at Post Exchanges

Movement to dispensary for check of medical recards.

Return to billets. Personnel are free until
following morning.

Movement to MAAG Conference Room.
MAAG Briefing.

NOTE: Briefing will consist of welcome by COLUSHACV,
CHMAAG and/or Chief, US Army Section; discussion
of intelligence, VN Organizational structure,
and highlights of significant operations;
digcussion of training objectives, policies
and procedures and medical and informative
briefings.

Discussion by Senior Officer, Aw tralian Army
Component-Vietnam,

Return to billets.

Movement to and lunch with Australian Ambassador.
(149 Rue Pasteur, dress Working Uniform).

Return to billets. Saturday afternoon = No duty
requirenentc.,

Movement to and pesrticipate in reception by
Australian Attache (68 Ngo Dinh Khoi, dress
civilian suit).

Sunday = No duty requirement.

Enroute to Tan Son Nhut Airport, move to supply
compound and draw individual weapons and field
equipment, except the two membeprs for Da~Nang
who remain in Saigon.

Movement to Tan Son Nhut Airpart. Depart for
field essigmments by special airplane.

tﬁDﬂ”men”mql
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Encl 6
AATTV - NOMINAL ROLL OF DETACHMENTS

SAIGON

Col F. P, Serong, OBE
Lt Col A, S. Mann, DSO

Maj L. T. Fitzpatrick, MBE
WO IT J.E. Vezgoff

DUC MY =- Ranger Tra.iniy Centre \

Maj L. G. Clark, MC
Capt B. Wade

Sgt J. Flannery
Sgt R, L, Weir

DANANG - Combined Studies

Cap'b Jde Be HEEJ.Y
Lt P. R. Young

PHU BAI - I Corps Training Centre .7~

Cept A. Clunies-Ross
Capt K. E. Sticpewich
Capt R. I. George

Lt J. R. Clarke

WO II A. C. Toghill

WO IT K, J. Hebblewhite

Sgt W. Kennedy
Sgt A, A. Young

Sgt R. Simpson
Sgt R. Robinson

fl.7
HIEP KHANH - Civil Guard Training Centre (A1 | (-

Capt B. R. Tinkler
Capt R. E. Hagerty
Capt M. M, Thompson
Lt I, J. Gollings
WO IT R, E, Perkins
m II B- MI QU.EE

WO II L., A, Williams
Sgt J. Cochrane

ogt R. Pincott

ogt W. Hacking
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AUSTRALIAN ARMY TRAINING TEAM, VIETHAM
REPRT NO, 1
FOR THE MONTH ENDING 31 AUGUST 1962
BY
COLONEL F, P, SERONG
COMMANDING

A1l members are fully integrated and had conmenced the duties of their
appointments within ten days of arrival., Their duties sre well within
their capacities, They are handing them with confidence., The senior U.S.
advisors at each location inform me that they, and the U.S, MAAC personnel,
are more than satisfied with the professional standard of the Australianms,

A detailed list of current appointments is attached ot Appendix A,
These appointments are of local significance only, and will echange from
time to time to meet the personnel situation at ezch loestion, Tt is my
intention, having regard to the need to maintain a balance between eontinuity
and variely, to exchange certain individuals between posts from time to time,

I am particularly pleased with the employment that has been arransed in
the first instance, for It Col Mann, Col Mann is one of two Lieutemant o
Colonels (teamed with It Col Bolling, US Army) who Had a small group of !1*‘-“
officers inspecting training installations, and reporting to Chief MAAG,
This appointment will give him quickly a wide and deep knowledge of the
entire military structure of the Vietnamese forcesj and it is ome to which
he is well fitted to make a most effective contribution,

2, STATE OF TEAM

The men have been well received and have adjusted quickly to their new
enviromment., Their relations with their US counterparts are well founded
on mutual respect and & high degrece of mature common-sense, plus a scale of
hospitality and goodwill on the part of the U.Z. persommel that goes far

beyond any reasonable expectation,

There is a little chafing at local movement restrictions imposed by ARVN
for personnel security reasons, particularly among the young offieers, who
would like to go hunting in the hills and eannot, They will get over it.

.
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Paying has been effected., Dollar problem is solved.

Recoption arrangements in Saigon, and transit arrangements in Singapore
left nothing to be desired., Flanning and implementation were excellent,

» ZNCIUNES

AHQ will have received one cablegram and one signal message describing

the Healy/Young contact of 17 July. I am now able to advise, in amplificas (Lp¥
s that the two officers concerned were invited %o accompany a2 small

party of U,5, Army officers helicopter borme who were inspeeting logistic
installations in the I Corps ares, for territorial familiarisation. Engine
failure occurred in transit between two such installations. The speed of
re-action of the ARVN heliecopter-borne relief party was & feature of the
incidents. Both officers conducted themselves creditably.

I shouwld mention that this ineident arrived in Saigon
while I was absent in Due-My. It took soms
the Administrative Officer aware of

&=

]

ny
A further incident, net coming
gignal but worth mentioning here,
August 1962 at 2230 hours, one
the VO, within the training area,
tactical training, Casualties were two

There will probably be several such reports.

A full coverage of the contingent's arrival was provided in local English
French, Chinese, Vietnamnse and Service newspapers, and Radio Hanio, ILittle
since,
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a8, Salgon

be Duc My Ranger Training Conter

¢. Da Nang Speecial Forces
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1. The Avstalian Training Team is divided smong five sections:

Colonel Serong
I& Col Mann

Major Clagk
Wado
3% i

Sgt Flasnery

Capt Liealy
Sapt Youny

§?%

58F,
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;ﬂ

i
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5488

i
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allocated within these training centers
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3¢ Due Wy - Chief Advisor at
Ayt By ey Ty oy -y At
through the Senior Adviser (Major NHarper) on the follewing subjecta:
&, Counduet of the Jungle Swap and Mountain School.
b. Ranger replacement training,
¢, Ranger unit tredning,
e Wade is Deputy Chlef Advisor to the Jungls, Swamp
in advice to the Commandant, JSiS (Capt Hal) in tsaining

Hountain
MeKensie)

tion he i N.C.0,

i

§
E
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10, In addition the mexbers have extra duties
' following regimental as

WO I Willisms - Member Mess Coungil
Bgh Cochrane ~ Yater Flant Attendant

11, Pim Bal - The members have been allocated to tiwee committess:
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AUSTRALIAN ARMY TRAINING TEAM-VIETNAM
Saigon, Vietnam

/> August 1962
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Well by the Aust Army Forces People in Singapore, Barrack
accommodation a little erowded, but not too bads They went to lNee Soon,
in the centrp of the Island, instead of Changi, which we had planned

orld.mlln

Arrival was exactly on time, and the group were off the airfield and
to the buges in five minutes,

5]

.- Commnd ssioner Singapore was worried about licity and requested that

| the group leave Singapore in eivilian clothes no publicity. Apparenie

| 1y this sensitivity derived from the Malayan position, Ve complied, It
meant changing into wniform on the aircraft, but that was simple, if a
little hilarious,

Heanwhile, after the arrival of the troops in Singapore, I had gone
ahead to Saigone I arrived on schedule, was met by Chief of Staff MACY,
21c MAAG, the Anbassador and Attache all old feiends, |

Next day I checked in with Ceneral Harkins (MACV) and General Timmes
(MAAG) who had retwrned by then from wp country, Also with Defense
Secretary Thuan and the Interior Secretary,.

resulting in a well conducted reception., Chief of Staff MACV, and 2ic
VAAC again, with a large number of senior officers,

o e —
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Large press coverage., 1 gave a press conference, It went to every
ones satisfaction including the Ambassador, who sat in, and the MACV man
(title so far wnknown) whose responsibility it is to see we say the right
things. As both of them went out of thelr way to congratulate me on it, we
can assume il was all right.

the Australian Comanity, malitmughit is, turmed to very well
and took the boys in hand, Lunch by the Ambassador, reception by the
Attache, Sunday recreational activities by the local residents,

Once again accommodation was rather tight for the weekend while all
wvere here,

OUT FITTING:

lo problems, I was surprized to find the U, S, Army still does not
issue steel plated boots, though they have some in development. They have some
| contracts let to Japanese manufactures to put a steel insert within the sole
of a rubber and canvas boot that looks like the Malayan jungle boote

Unfortunately I don't know how our development on this thing is proe-
;;oc'l:l).ng. Could I be informed? With perhaps a sample pair or two (sisze
L

Whm:m*wz:dlmmm;hutmm
came forward a & latter; amd a sarted, Subsequen they have
been reported safely arrvived, - et

:

e B By g g Rl e B
had not been made clear to Canberra that:

&, 7‘he Lmbassy holds no dollars up to now,

bs lio bank here is gepmitted to hold or issue dollars,

from nowy, our owne I hope our finance pecple can be made to understand
thds, and stop looking for other ways of sivifig us dollars,
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! RESPONSIBILITY OF MACVS

The anomalous arrangment whereby General Harkine commutes between :
here and Dangkok with a Hs Qe in each place is becoming daily more une-
wieldy. It is locidng like smother H., Q. may be formed to sit on top
ef both MAC Thai and MACY, aluwost certainly located Saigon,

Today after we'd talked about the GUN (gbove) business, General
Harking invited me 40 accompany him from time to tiwme on his Thal visits,
A general invitationjy nothing specific, May be a while Before I'm clear -
of local commitwents to develop that angle, but it should be useful,

W . i ]
=

g STATUS QF FORCES AGREEMENTS

| y You will have received my cable by now, There is not much more thatb

. ean be sald outside of what Ambassador Hill and I have put in owr respece

| tive cables, Knowing these people (he rather better than 1) we both feel that

| it is essential to spell out a certain amount of detail~in fact, as the

| Americans have done. The short Canberra version left almost every thing

| 4o the zoodwill of whoever may be respongible at the time, This will
not do, e need this for times of stress, and in times of stress, goodwill
temporsxily evaporates.

in particular, as I cabled, specific mention of customs exemption 1s
critical, Without that, the whole basis of our logistic support against
repayment (to say notiing of the actuarial basis of our allowances) is in

Jocpardy.
CONCLUSION

Thing are in hand and going well, I'm looking forward to welcoming you
on your final visit,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1028938



