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L, 1 T N WO Search and destroy operation Quyet Thang 200 began, VG force estimated two battalioms
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..|..Special Forces Nung - patrols (strength 170) under command WO2 C., Kealy and WO2 |

o) iountaing in SW of Quang Tin Province,
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.|.2.Bn 1 Regt (W02 R. J.Penman) operation inflicted some casuvalties on VG.20 km Nd_of

Tam Ky. Main body ROK force numbering 1400 arrived Saigon in LSTE '-_ Force now '2Gdtr},
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............................. s A [ BV Srom Dua X 1D svening. .5 GOl Ky Va Teesow [0 BEEUUNG 10 SENUEE GBNY oo
. : o 35, DEPULY, Somuander, ATV 1 o Will be located at Hq, I Corps Danang, Todaywas . . . 2 J
A o] 8. $8G1Yd0NAL VG W11 Americans® day'but only incident was an M-26 grenade concesled | =
B W in a loaf of bread and thrown into a US yehicle n CROLOMe . .. . . .\ o
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| | | | .
| oo b o RN (R Third VG contact by WOs Kealy and BaXLer.'S DALROMES. .....wwsmssmmem s oo ]
ST T S e frerenrere e GV, DOLACE arvested two Vietnamese at check.point. on.oubsiirts.Salgen.with meter...... s el
e e SRS e SCOOYEX. carTying small 3 kg.explosive. charge.reportedly.intended. for. nse.in.lS..... : s .
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. | i 3 Sl T
o e |.902 H. J. Charles evacuated Singapore for operation abscess on the liver, =~~~ |
{-W02 L. D. Osborne ambushed while travelling by road from Mue to Quang Tri with two 1 |
............................................................................... h R R L e oty S (AR SO R MRSt
“ b maryweikendiﬂg |..¥C. avoided contact with major ARVN units and concentrated on ssbotage: and terrorisme...|.... R
: : X i { a.._,q____._ r IR % N { l
.............................................................. 21 March 1965 . | Intensive sabotage Route 1 in Binh Dinh Province.. Same program.in.Hop. .Tag. Programe.....lmmo
< i L it = .20 gonvoys. (£irst since 30 Jan 6°) moved successfully. from.Qui. Nhon. £Q. Pleiku. 8100 b
» i ! ............................. Highway 12...Rseerk, artillery. support.and.air.cover.well..coordinateda. . SeVenbi. FLeet .o e,
L o . .
Froiicssssmuoni SRR, O TE clements condueted patrols. oubside the. three. mile. limit. combined With. COASHAL ..o it s,
| ' F
SR oo AL T ST e R R T BB OO T BIBERE Y i vt smisnimsasisssonsesitsomssiissonsnisissn SMBRLSEBablEmsousbes s oty s v it ssaoeb bbb ot i o
i .
A Py L R -MACY. accepted. VO Oxder..of Battle. increase. to.5.ragimental headquarters,..53. Main . £OXCE muum mmmmmmmm i msmssme
e |.battalions, 142 separate companies and 35 separate platoons giving main force stremgth | . ' |
0, i S 38,500, Main increases in Quang Nam, Quang Tin and Kontum Provinces. .. ... .. . | N
'. arkn el o =110 "“"I-"'“"“ s n OB AR At r s Lht §48e wa i arny  BeRlbsrePa R . :':"H-Hl--- R R e B D B b A ...-.;F.--. I S —|
A L ez | .Operation Danang 12/65, Helicopter 1ift of elements.ll. Banger.Bn.(U02.Thorpe).and.......}... TR ey Ak
b ) S. ASTDOERS B nto LE 2L Km ON O DEBANE.. . ANRR. SONUMIEE. MIT A s e b s
- 23 | One Warrant Officer replacement (WO2 K. D. Stockley) arrived, == e
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357 tons of bagged VC rice seized in Phoc Thanh Province, A significant loss to. . ....L . “ .
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.and VG avolding main ARVN forces, Highway 1 still closed in Binh Dinh and Phy Yem .| =~

Provinces, ARVN operators being maintained.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll s sn ey P A EEa AR R

IGﬂrps.,cnntmwdregresswninHcﬂrpspartlcularlxduetoterro;isminﬂestem .......... i, | '
| .areas, some progress in ILI and IV Corps. .Reduction mmaaﬂrﬁ'cactivitzrnthertnan, ,. )
PO F0 I T SR, terrorlsmandsabﬂtagehaanwrea@hedthemrhmnam,xemhnlmayl&vﬁhIl::m-e NERR ) ]
: CHERROR USRI || SSIC |  | C CC Rt TR e T T R G RN ) L SO RSO, RS e .
B iatonsn' sbacssiseshs o SR s e M sovros i it A reasséssment of the situation Dy HanQd. Made NEeeSSaTT DI o o b
w L | | |

i *_.....;L.-t...‘.HSAEZ._%@...HH&E-..aiﬁxikﬁs...mimt..mrgﬁiﬁ...m North JAatnama. .o ooorecosonsssisorne ..,.L....

rerssarssssssstsssssesfonsssnnsarss sessessessfunnsssmensnasersses o ucns- M s O IR JE 1A, AN ALLACKS..O0. ground. Fargets..in. South.. Vietname. . cucememecefos cosmssssens i

B et o el A TN RS, ML 3...Landing of 3500 strong 9 Bde USMC at Danange............o..
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bal. "= E 2y S S V| _5 Airborne Bn with air, artillery and helicopter support. . (W02 J. Husband lst Bn

FeREsdfoars TERERIG R G S E s RBEEE B0 aE 00 WY e RS

| - ,' ki) 5 Regt; WO2 D.H,Hague 2nd Bn 5 Regt; W02 N, F. Richardson. 3rd.Bn.5. Regt). vieinity. ... eSS
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----------------------------------------------- .

| Bn heavily engaged in helicopter landi

ng zone, 2 Bn heavily attacked and withdrew. . .
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CONF IDENT IAL

AUSTRALIAN ARMY TRAINING TEAM VIETNAM

REPORT NO 32
FOR MONTH OF MARCH 1965

BY P

COLONEL 0.D. JACKSON,OEE ,COMMANDING

GENERAL.

1. The early part of the month saw sustained VC activity in the Northern
and Central Provinces with reducing activity in the South. There was conside-
rable evidence of the build up of VC main force units particularly in RONTUM,
PILEIKU, QUANG NGAI and BINH DINH Provinces with continued proof of their abi-
1ity to close Routes 1 and 19 at will. In the face of this deteriorating situa-
tion little to no progress was made in the pacification programmes in I and 11
Corps arcas. This pericd also saw a large increase in the influx of refugees
into the ccastal areas of the Northern and Central Provinces.

e The second half of the month was characterized by a marked decrease in
VC main force operations. In spite of sustained ARVN activity the VG avoided
contact with major ARVN units. There was however an increase in terrorist and
sabotage activities particularly in the Northern and Central Provinces. There
was also intensive sabotage of Highway I in BINH DINH, however, the first
cenvoys since 30 Jan 65 moved successfully from QUI NHON to PLEIKU along High-
way 19 during the third week of the month.

3 By the ¢nd of this period VC initiated activity in most areas had fallen
to the low levels of the TET Lunar New Year mutual truce.

T believe that there could be one of two basic reasons for the marked
reduction in main force VC activity: :

(a) A pause to enable regrouping of main force units and preparation
for renewed offensive activity in the wet season when the effec-
tiveness of air operations and the mobility of the AKVN reserve
forces may be reduced, or -

(b) A reealuation of the situation by the HANOI regime made necessary
by the continuation and increase in the tempo of airstrikes againsth
NORTH VIETNAM, use of US jet aircraft in attacks against ground
targets in SOUTH VIETNAM; the employment of elements of the 7th
Fleet close inshore and the landing of 9Bde USMC at DANANG for
airbase security dutles.

CONF IDENTIAL
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L Other factors to be taken into account are:

(a) The, at least temporary, increase in the stability of the QUAT
Government in SAIGON.

(b) The signifidant losses in VC-weapons which have been brought in
from the sea and the seizure of large quantities of VC rice
stocks e.g. recently in PHUOC THANH Province.,

(c) Some heartening progress in the HOP TAC Programme in the SAIGON
area,

De On balance it would appear that the VC main force build up in the
mountainous areas of I Corps area and in the North of IT Corps has reached
ominous proportions and leads to the conclusion that msjor offensive operations
against I Borps are likely.

6. The month ended with the vicious terrorist . attack on 30 March
against the US EMbassy building in SAIGCN.

Te A summary of the main AATTV operational activities is at Annexure 'D?
8¢ Lt Col A.V. FREECE, MVO is now stationed at DANANG. His duties are

Australian Liaiscn Officer I Corps and Deputy Commander AATTV. The appoint-
meint of Senior Advisor DONG DA National Training Centre, previoucly filled
by Lt Col JG MONAGHAN, has now been taken over by a US Army Lt Col. Maj MJ .
MUSCRAVE is now the senior Australian Officer at DONG DA and is employed
on training advisory duties.

9. Agreement in principle has been reached that the additional members
of the Team will, when they arrive, be employed on Regional and Pcpular rforee
advisory duties in the I Corps area.

10, Current deployment of the Team is at Anmexure 'C'

MORALE

11, Very good
SECURITY

12. Satisfactory. Again our luck holds. Sevaral members of the team were
lucky not to become casualties during fielid operatiors,

HEALTH

13, W02 HJ.:CHARLES. was evacuated to SINGAPCRT on 20 Mar 65 for medical

CONF IDENT TAL
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treatment to an abscess on the liver. He was returned to AUSTRALIA from
SINGAPORE on 5 Apr 65 for further treatment.

14. Capt A.G. THOMPSON was discharged from BMH SINGAPORE on 19 Jan 65
passed fit for duty. He reasumed duty with AATTV on 22 Jan 65

15% Other illnesses have been of a minor nature

-

COMMENDATIONS

16. Letters of commendation for the following for inclsuion in the
members records, are attached to this report (Coy 1 only)

26953 W02 HJ. CHARIES
28910 W02 FW. RIIEY
41335 W02 RG. HARRIS
26165 W02 JT. MALCNE
28010 W02 WJ. LAPTHORNE
28878 W02 JR. STEWALT
3975 WCI GE. CHINN

13163 W02 CR. KEALY
13388 W02 SJ. CARRUTHERS

CURRENT TRAINING ACTIVITIES

e AR LT R (o ——

17 DONG DA (National Training Centre)

Fourth Battalion Fortieth Regiment commenced training on 9 Mar 65
Desertion and AWOL rate from the training centre continues to be high, Consi-
derable problems have arisen over the shortage of potable water for troops
in the training centre. This is due to poor maintenance of equipment provided
for obtaining water.

18, DUC MY (Ranger Training Centre)

No battalion has arrived at DUC MY for training. Operational
committments do not allow release of battalicns for refresher training, A
new recruit company commenced training with the RTC on 9 Mar 65, There are now
s1X recruit companies in training at DUC MY.

19. R/F - P/F Training Centres

No change at all centres.
20 SPECIAL FORCES

A new Special Forces camp is being opsued at BA TO, about 30

CONF IDENTTAL
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kilometres EAST of GIA VUC. W02 SEAL will move from GIA VUC camp to BA TO,
CIDG and NUNG company training continues at other camps.

f s f-—-’{-du-\f“““"""‘""‘

Col
DISTRIBUTION * Comd, AATTV
AHQ (8)
COMUSMACVY
MACTMAQO
AUST EMBASSY

AUST SINGAPORE

DANANG DBT SF (5)

SENIOR AUST ADVISOR I CORPS (I)
DEPUTY COMMANDER (1)

DONG DA DET (4)

DUC MY DET (2)

FLOAT

CONF TOENT 1AL,
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Number

1113

1635
23357
32183
1773
13927
28829
35799
15628
12128
14,1027
213006
36266
29890
23450

Nnumber

e e ¢ =]

335054
3975
52362
31951
28010
26953
28878

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Rank

Lt Col
Wo2
WOI
WOo2
Wwo2
Wo2
Wo2
WO2
Wo2
W02
W02
W02
W02
WO2
W02

Rank

e

WOI
Wo2
W02
wo2
WO2
WO2

ARRIVALS

Name

A.V. PREECE
L. STEEIE

L.J. DOWSETT
COUTTS

J.R.

J. GO

J.R.

St ekl ol

E—‘H‘FEHFGHEDQHH
o L

1.G.
G.E.
J.H.
K.W.
W.d.
H.d.

tDON

BISHOP
WADE

F

RTH

HARRIS

KENT
LANGR IDGE

s

SCOTT
SUTHERLAND

Wk

ATLE

STOCKLE

DEPARTURES

Name

McKEOWN

(NN

S

CH.

L

SEN

RAMSDALE
LAPTHCRNE
CHARLES
J.R. STEWART

CONF IDENT TAT,

CONF IDENTTAL
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Annex 'A' to

AATTV Report No 32

Date of Arrival

19 Mar 65
16 Mar 65
16 Mar 65
16 Mar 65
16 Mar 65
16 Mar 65
16 Mar 65
16 Mar 65
16 Mar 65
16 Mar 65
16 Mar 65
16 Mar 65
16 Mar 65
16 Mar 65
23 Mar 65

Date of Departure

2 Mar 65
13 Mar 65
8 Mar 65
13 Mar 65
13 Mar 65
20 Mar 65
13 Mar 65

otation

DANANG
THUA THIEN
DANANG
LONG THO
QUANG TRI
KF'E SANH

1 DIVISION
VAN THANH
2 DIVISION
QUANG TRI
£SHAU

2 DIVISION
RANGER BN
1 DIVISION
1 DIVISION

Station

DANANG
DANANG
QUANG TR1
DANANG
LONG THO
THUA THIEN
I DIVISION

RCDIGT029082
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Annex 'B!' to
AATTV Report No 32

13343 Capt WJ GREGG Admitted hospital 20 Mar 65 with muscular
pains. Discharged from hospital 26 Mar 65.

26953 W02 H.J CHARIES Evacuated to BMH SINGAPORE 20 Mar 65 for
treatment to abscess of the liver. Returned
to AUSTRALIA for further medical treatment

on 5 Apr 65
244,92 W02 R.S. SIMPSON Still at ZAMA Field Hospital JAPAN. Is row
walking with crutches.
27583 W02 K.F. McDONALD Treated for Amoebic Dystentery-fit for duty
34563 WOI W.D. HODGART Treated for Amoebic Dystentery-fit for cuty
3897 W02 G.D. HARRIS Reptured small blood vessels in the intestine-~

£it for duty.

CONFIDENTI
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Annex 'C! to
AATTV Report No 32
i SATGON
Colonel 0.D. JACKSON - Comd
Capt A.S. COCHRANE ¢ Adm Offr
WO2 K.C. HOLLAND : Adm WO
WO2 W.H. ABIGAIL : Adm WO
-
2. cSD
Capt I.C. TEAGUE : DANANG-QUANG NGAI
WO2 J.P. CLARKE ¢+  DANAI'G--QUANG NGATI

BAN ME THUOT
BAN M@ THUCT

Capt A.B. PETERS]
W02 L.G. McGARRY

=
=

L LR ] L a LR ] LR

W02 H.W. HAMMOND VUNG TAU
Capt D.W. McDOWELL VUNG TAU
WO2 E.H. GRAHAM VUNG TAU
WOI B. OSTARA ¢ VUNG TAU
Capt A.G. THOMPSON ¢ TUY HOA-PHU YEN
Capt J.H. DEVITT ¢ BINH DINH-QUI NHON
Lt R.J. BROCKETT : QUANG NAM~ECI AN
Fe DANANG (SPECIAL FORCES)
Capt G.C. SKARDON S3 Air-DANANG 'C' Team
Wo2 A.d. i 10! Team DANANG

Wo2 J.R. BISHOP 1A' Team KHE SANH

WO2 P.M. CERDA-PAVIA tA! Team , SANH

Capt W.J. GREGG : 'A!' Team KHE SANH

Wo2 R.F. SIGG 'A' Team ASHAU

Wo2 G.E. MUNRO 1A' Team ASHAU

Wo2 I.J. LANGRIDGI 'A! Team ASHAU

WO02 A.R. FOLBIGG 'C! Team DANANG (Communication Offx

L~

W02 H.E. PATCH VA'" Team ARO
Wo2 C.B. JUDD 1A' Team ARO
Wo2 A.J. SEAL TA' Team BATO
W02 C. KEALY 'G! Team DANANG (Trg NUNG Coy)

a @ &B

WOI L.J. DOWSE : 10! Team DANANG (EngrConstruction)
W02 R.A. MONKHOUS : 'C' Team DANVANG

Eg |

» DONG DA

Senic» Aust Adviscr

Capt J.C. JACKSON Chief Weapons Committee

Capt K.W. MACKENZIE Chief General Subject Ccocmmittee
WOI A.C. DUNCAN : (General Subjects Committee

WOI E.J. MORRISON s  WO/ESM

Wo2 A.S. SELVA 4Q 2 Regh (Attached)

Maj M.J. MUSGRAVE

CONF IDENTIAL
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10.

11.

12.

13.

W02 H.F. HUDSON
WO2 J.A. McCRAE
W02 D.R. CHERRY
Wo2 F.W. RILEY

DUC MY

Maj T.C. BANNISTER
W02 D. CASSIDY

W02 B.E. CHAPMAN
WO2 A.H. MORRIS

W02 S.J. CARRUTHERS

LONG THO

wo2 J.R. COUTTS

VAN THANH

Wo2 L.B. FIRTH

QUANG TRI SECTOR

WO2 L HOAD

WO2 R.J. KENNEDY
WO2 5.T. KENT
WO2 J. GORDON

DONG HA

WO2 R.J. BRAY

UANG NAM(HOI AN)

WO2 J.V. FERGUSON
wo2 W.C. THOMPSON

QUANG TIN (TAM KY)

WO2 R.D. PRATT
Wo2 M COFFEY

THUA THIEN

WOI L STEELE
1 DIV
WO2 R.B. WADE

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Anmmex 'C!' to
AATTV Report No 32

Weapons Committee
Weapons Committee
Weapons Committee
Tactics Committee

v

Senjor Training Advisor, Senior Aust Adv.
Ranger Unit Training

Medical Advisor

Advis or, Jungie, Mountain Swamp School
Ranger Unit Training

Training Advisor

Training Advisor

Training Advisor

Sector Advisor (Sub-sector at CAM LO)
Sector Advisor

Sector Advisor (Sub-sector at GIO LINH)

Sector Advisor

Sector Advisor
Sector Advisor

Sector Advisor
Sector Advissnr

Training Advisor

Battalion Advisor

CONF IDENTIAL
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WO2 L.D. OSBORN
W02 G.D. HARRIS
Wo2 R.dJ. PENMAN
WO2 K.d. RUDD

WO2 K.D. STOCKLEY
W02 E.R. WADE
WO2 D.G. YENC

WO2 R.G. CARTER
WO2 K.A., WHEATLEY
WO2 D. WALINER
WO2 N.C. CAMM
WO2 J. McKEWAN FERGUOGON
WO2 R.G. HARRIS

14 2 DIV

W02 H. POPE

W02 R.A. SCOTT

W02 V.A. WATTS

Wwo2 N.E. RICHARDSON
WO2 VL. HARR

w2 J,C STEWART
Wo2 J.G. MOODY

W02 B.A. HAGUE
WOo2 W.M. BAXTER
Wo2 B.W. SUTHERLAND
Wo2 K.F. McDONALD
Wo2 J.D. ROY

15. .I CORPS HQ
Maj J.C. HARDING

16. DANANG

It Col A.V. FREEC

e

WOI W.D. HODGART

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Battalion
Battalion
Battalion
Battalion
Battalion

Battalion
: Battalion
¢ Battalion

B &8 & B8 S8 ay BE ae

Battalion

Annex 'C!' to

AATTV Report No 32

Advisor
Advisor
Advisor
Advisor
Advisor
Advisor
Advisor
Advisor
Advisor

Battalion Advisor

¢ Reconnaissance Company
¢ Reconnaissance Company

¢ Panther Company

Battalion
: Battalion
¢ Battalion
¢+ Battaiion
: Battalion
¢ Battalion
: Battalion
¢ Battalion
¢ Battalion

¢ Battalion

Advisor
Advisor
Advisor
Adviscr
Advisor
Advisor
Advisor
Advisor
Advisor
Advisor

¢ HQ 2 Div Acm WO.

: 51st Regt

1 Div and

Deputy Commander AATTV:

Officer 1
RSM AATTV
CONF IDENTI AL

2 Div

Corps
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S3 and Liaison Aust personnel

Senicr Liaison
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Ammex 'D! to
AATTV Report No 32

LOG OF INCIDENTS

1 Mar - Operation LAM SON 154 - search and destroy operation by 3/3
(W02 G.D. HARRIS) and 1/3 (W02 J.R. STEWART) contacted two
VC companies-heavy firefight with VC dug-in in a long com-
munication trench - W02 HARRIS silenced VC crew of a 60mm
mortar - results of contact 4 ARVN wounded 10 VC KIA and nine
taken prisoner-assorted weapons and ammunition captured,

3 Mar - Search and destroy operation QUYET THANG 285 - estimated
two battalions of VC near VIET AN which had been isolated
30 kilo metres NW TAM KY - Major friendly force 1/5 (WO2
HUSBAND) 2/5 (W02 HAGUE) 11 Ranger Bn (W02 THCRP)

6 Mar - QUYET THANG ended VIET AN not relieved-heavy VC casualties-~
initial success but operation not pressed home

15 Mar -  Special forces Nung patrols (170 men) under WO2 C. KEALY
and WO2 W.M. BAXTER lifted by helicopters from DANANG to
patrol HO CHI MINH trails area in mountains SOUTH WEST of
QUANG TIN Province

16 Mar - 2/1(W02 R.J. PENMAN) inflicted casualties on VC 20 kilometres
NW Df TAM KI
17 Mar - Search and destroy operation DIEN NAM 27 in area Jjunction

THAC MA River and Route 1 to SE of QUANG TRI. 1 Div reserve
"Black Panther" company (W02 R.G. HARRIS) used in successful
Eagle Flight airmobile operation. VC casualtics-31 KIA in-
cluding a District Chief. 2/1 (WO2 R.J. PENMAN) made contact
at TRUNG AN 20 kilometres MW of TAM KY - claimed 23 VC killed
or captured.

20 Mar - WO2's KEALY and BAXTER's patrol made their third contact-

21 Mar — W02 L.D. OSBORN of 1/3 accompanying party going to aid of
U.S. personnel in a vehicle accident came under eneny fire
on arrival at the scene of the accident. VC force forced to
withdraw by the rescue party - no friendly casualties on
confirmed VC casualties.

22 Mar - Operation DANANG 12/65 helicopter lift of elements of 11
Ranger Bn (W02 A THORPE) end 5 Airporne Bn into LZ 24
kilometres SW of DANANG-Minor con-acts only.

2L, Mar - Search and destroy operation QUIET THANG 510 by 2/5 (W02
N.F. RICHARDSON) killed 10 Vi-large cave complex discovered
by RICHARDSON
CONFIDENTTAL
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AATTV Report No 32

25 — WOs KEALY and BAXTER Nung patrols reached KHAM DUC Special
Forces comp Western QUANG TIN province. Patrol results 5VC
KIA, 3 WIA, destroyed 22,000 pungee stakes and dumps, 47
VO way station buildings, 7 foot bridges. They also confirmed
location of one of HO CHI MINH Trails and VC use of elephants
and buffalo

27 Mar - "Black Panther" (W02 GD HARRIS) company search and destro
operation, one coy of 2/1 (W02 PENMAN) and 3/2 (W02 YENCH
against located VC coy 2 kilometres Si QUANG TRI - inflicted
light casualties on VC

31 Mar - Beginning of operation QUYET THANG 512-Search and destroy
operation by 5 Regt, 5 Airborne Bn with air artillery
and helicopter support. (W02 J HUSBAND 1/5,(W02 DH HAGUE)
2/5,(W02 NF RICHARDSON)3/5 wvicinity VIET AN outpost and
border between QUANG TIN and QUANG NAM provinces. VC force
was two main force battalion 1/5 blocking positions and
3/5 advanced to size initial task force objective. 5
airborne Bn heavily engaged in 1LZ. 2/5 heavily attacked and
withdrew 2,000 metres.

CONF IDENTIAL
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OFFICE OF THE SECTOR ADVISOR
THUA THIEN PROVINCE
ADVISORY TEAM 3
APO US FORCES 96258
23 Mar 1965

SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation, WO Howard J. Charles, RAASC, 26953

THRU

- Senior Advisor
1st Inf Div Adv Det
Advisory Team 3
APO US Forces 96258

THRU: Colonel 0.D. Jackson 0.B.E.
Senior Advisor, Australian Army Training Team Vietnam
APO US Forces 96243

TO: WO Howard. J. Charles, 26953
Royal Australian Army Service Corps

1. Tt is with great pleasure that I forward this letter to commend you for
your outstanding service while assigned as Infantry Advisor to the Regional and
Popular Forces of Thua Thien Sector, during the period September 1964 through
March 1965.

2. Your service with the Sector Advisory Team was performed in an exemplary
manner. Through your devotion to duty, patience and persuasiveness you contributed
materially to the implementation of programs and actions which proved highly bene-

ficial to the training, equipping and employment of the Popular Forces. You consisten-
tly demonstrated an excellent knowledge of military matters and outstanding military

bearing and professionalism.

3. In addition to your advisory role you made & significant contribution in
the maintenance of the filing system and in preparation and submission of adminis-

trative reports and statistical data pertaining to Regional and Popular Forces.

L. I sincerely regret that your serious illness has caused your premature
transfer from the Sector Advisory Team. I extend to you congratulations on a job

well done.

WILLIAM B. MIDDLEMAS
Ma jor Inf
Sector Advisor
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22 Mar 1965

Army Training Team

Senior Officer, Vietnam

Australian

APO US FORCES 96243

MAGTN-DN
SUBJECT ¢
TO:

a;ntmwmnnmuthmu-

tating floods in Central Vietnam

October and November 1964, In furtherance of

RCDIG1029082
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MACIN HU 18t Ind
SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

Office of the Senior Advigor, 1st Infantry Divigion Advisory Detachment,
Advisory Team #3, APO US Forces 96258, 2 March 1965

TiRU: Commgnder, Australian Training Team, Vietnam
mun&um — ’

10: Werrant Officer Robert G, Harris, 41335

Black Panther Company, 1st Divigion
Advisory Team #3, APO US Forces 96258

1. The outstanding menner in which you performed your duties while
assisting in our advisory effort is greatly appreciated. Your willingness
to aseist in every way possible, yuur calmmess under enemy fire, and your
demonstrated knowledge of your profession represent a notable contribution
to accomplishment of the migsion of the 1st Infantry Divigion Advigory

Detachment and were in the highest traditions of the Military service.

2+ Congratulations on a job well done and best wishes for contimed
succese in your future service,

D. A. BISSET, JR
Colonel, Infantry
Senior Advigor
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OFFICE OF THE SENIOR ADVISOR
1ST INFANTRY DIVISION ADVISORY DETACHMENT

ADVISORY TEAM 3
APO US FORCES 96258

MACTN HUG3

SUBJECT ;

THRU:

letter of Coammendation

Senior Advisor
lst Infantry Division
Advisory Team 3

. APO US Forces 96258

E

EEE

}i?g
1l

:
§

:

it

dWWMu

Ga llantry

the many successful counter
- mechanized and jungle types.
experience, as well as your ability to employ
ha the hardships involved, was a contributing factor to the
ney bym;radvhmol-mt The assistance you have given
is immeasurable., For this, the Republic
mhubmmmvmwd
Your calm and composed manner while under
hmmm;mmmmmmtmdmuaueﬂmmmm

2

Commander
Australian Army Training Team, Vietnam
APO US Forces 96243

Warrant Officer Robert G. Harris, 41335
Black Panther Company, lst Infantry Division
Advisory Team 3

APO US Forces 96258

utmahekmmm,mmm

dhphﬂd

. Viet
with Silver

men within the division area.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

u'*u;mqummmm Team 3 and the d

26 February 1965

assignment as
Command Vietnam, I take thhmmwmwum
performance of duty during the period of 31 lwu-

your outstanding
w 28 February 1965.

2.. I would etpuhnyukotomqupm{smtwmm
you have given the Black Fanther Company (lst Division Reaction Force)
operations which included heli-
Mmtmtdmtmtmleu-
these attributes
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<ACTN HUG3 26 Febrvary 1
SUBJECT: Iletter of Commendation -

3+ During your assignment for duty with the Black Fanther Company you
have proven yowrself to be an exceptional soldier and I would be happy to
serve again with you in peace or war.

Lo um;withwnmhtimmmwﬁh that you will have con-

tinued success in your future assignments, with continued credit upon yowr-
self and the Australian Armed Forces serving in the Republic Vietnam,

Unit Advisor

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1029082



MACTN-QN (23 Feb 65) tst Ind
SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

OFFICE OF THE SECTCR ADVISOR, Quang Nam Prov, Adv Tm 2, APO US Forces 96337,
5 Mar 65

T0: Warrant Officer John T, Malone 26165
1. It is indeed a pleasure to forward the attached letter of commendation

2. Your broad background and experience in counter-insurgency operations
has and will continue to provide a constant source of sound advice. Your cheer-

ful ty and ready wit has won the respect and friendship of Americans
MWM alike, Your personal bravery and professional attitude has
like-wise been an inspiration and example to all, Your are indeed a soldier,

3. smnrm-mmmqumqmmmura
job well done,
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OFPICE OF THE SECTOR ADVISOR
QUANG NAM PROVINCE
ADVISORY TEAM 2, MACV
APO U.S. Forces 96337

23 Pebruary 1965
MACTN-RF /FF

SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

.

T01 Warrant Officer John T, Malone 26165
Quang Nam Province

Advisory Team 2,
APO U.8. Forces 96337

24 You quickly grasped the problems and capabilities of the units
you m.!mmmmm.mmmmqmm.unm
to rapidly establish rapport with the
. on your

ROBERT A. MA'N

RF /PF r Brocomg
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1st Ind

MACTN HU
SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

t
Office of the Senior Advisor, 1st Infantry Division Advisory Detachment,
Advisory Team #3, APO US Forces 96258, 3 March 1965

T0: Commander, Australian Army Training, Vietnam
APO US Forces 96243 :

sh to add commendations to that of the Sector Advisor. The
outstanding]: a manner g which Warrant Officer Lapthorne performed his
duties while assisting in our advisory effort is greatly appreciated.
His willingness to assist in every way possible and the professional
knowledge which he displayed has contributed greatly to the accomplish-

D.A. BISSET, JR
Colonel, Infantry
Senior Advisor
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OFFICE OF THE SECTOR ADVISOR
THUA THIEN PROVINCE
ADVISCRY TEAM 3
APO US FORCES 96258

1 March 1965 2

SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation :

THRU: Senior Advisor
1st Inf Div Adv Det

Advisory Team 3
APO.;‘E Forces 96253

TO: Colonel 0.D. Jackson 0.B.E,
Senior Advisor, Australian Army Training Team Vietnam
APO US Forces 96243

This letter is to commend WO2 William J. Lapthorne, 28010,
Infantry, Australian Regular Amy, for his outstanding performance
of duty while assigned as Advisor, Thua Thien Sector Popular Force
Training Center, Thua Thien Sector, Republic of Vietnam,

Mr, Lapthorne has executed his duties in an exemplary manner,
displaying initiative, intelligence, perseverance, and a complete mastery
of the military skills of the Infantryman., It has been by his efforts that
training at the Sector Camp has achieved it's present high level., He has
faced and helped solve the problems of physically relocating and reestablish-
ing the Training Camp with all the allied problems of building ranges,
selecting training areas, adjusting schedules, etc, He has had to overcome
terrific administrative blocks to the training caused by the vacillating
Government policies, Throughout he gained and maintained a good, sound work-
ing relationship with the Camp Commander and staff, and in the final analysis
without such a relationship nothing could have been accomplished.

Mr, Lapthorne's service with this Sector has been of the highest
order and his departure leaves a void which will be difficult to fill. He
is a credit to the military profession and we of this Sector are proud
to have served with him,

WILLIAM B, MIDD LEMAS
Ma jor Inf
Sector Advisor
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MACTN HU 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

Office of the Senior Advisor, 1st Infantry Division Advisory Detachment,
Advisory Team #3, APO US Forces 96258, 16 Mar 1965

THRU: Commander, Australian Army Training Team, Vietnam
APO US Forces 96243 ¢

TO: Warrant Officer John R, Stewart
Australian Army Training Team, Vietnam
APO US Forces 96243

1. The outstanding manner in which you performed your duties while
assisting in our advisory effort is greatly appreciated. Your willingness
to assist in every way possible, your calmness under enemy fire, and your
demonstrated knowledge of your profession represent a notable contribution
to accomplishment of the mission of the 1st Infantry Division Advisory
Detachment and were in the highest traditions of the Military service.

2. Congratulation on a job well done and best wishes for continued
success in your future service.

D.A. BISSET, JR
Colonel, Infantry
Senior Advisor
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18T INFANTRY DIVISION ADVISORY DETACHMENT
ADVISORY TEAM #3
APO US Forces 96258

MACTN HU 11 March 1965
SUBJECT: Lett of Commendation

THRU: Senior Advisor
1st Infantry Division
APO US Forces 96258

Commander
Australian Army Training Team, Vietnam
APO US Forces 96243

TO: Warrant Officer John R. Stewart

1. As the Senior Advisor to the 3rd Regiment, 1st ARVN Division, I would
like to take this opportunity to commend you for your outstanding performance
of duty during the period 20 October 1964 - 1 March 1965, while assigned to the
2nd Battalion and 3d Battalion Advisory Teams.

2. Throughout this period you were exposed to considerable personal
danger and at all times acted with the highest degree of personal courage
settine a fine example for the Vietnamese soldiers to emulate. On numerous
occasions you volunteered to accompany small units on dangerous missions so
that you might better advise your counterparts. On one such occasion, your ac-
curate fire in the face of a heavy volume of enemy small arms fire was successful
in killing a machine gun crew and enabling the unit to regain fire superiority
and ultimately make a successful assault. Alsoy during a large part of this period
you lived in isolated villages where the population was strongly pro-communist
and where the main propaganda theme was to kill advisors, where absolute trust
could be placed with no one save the other advisor, and where you were always a
primary target for assasdination.

3. You proved your ability to live under adverse conditions by living
solely on Vietnamese rations consisting mainly of rice and tea supplemented with

that which could be procured from the land, Operations required that you occa-
sionally miss meals, move over difficult terrain, carry all to sustain life for
prolonged periods, and, in general, live under very physically demanding and
exhausting conditions. Through your excellent knowledge of map and compass
navigation you were many times able to help your counterpart in guidine his

unit to reach its objective. Your experience in Malaya and other parts of S.E, Asia ¢
proved invaluable in the tvpe of jungle and lowland eounterinsurgency warfare

encountered here in Vietnam,
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MACTN HU
SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

ke Throughout this period and under these circumstances and conditions,
you performed your duty in an outstanding manner, giving sound and timely
recommendations, both to the senior battalion advisor and to your Vietnamese
counterparts on methods and tactics to be employed to improve battalion ope-
rations., Your personal courage during times of danger, fortitude during times
of hardship, and outstanding performance of duty have been in keeping with
the highest traditions of the professional soldier and reflect great credit
upon yourself and the Military Service of Australia.

L i MALCOLM W. CHANDLER
Major Infantry
Senior Advisor, 3rd Regt
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