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AATTV REPORT ~ AUGUST 1969

General

1s . During Aug, with the exception of I CTZ, operational activity
resulting in contact with the enemy in which members of AATTV were invelved
remained at a relatively low level. In the latter half of the month en my
activity in I CTZ increased considerably and this level of activily is
continuing.,

Casualties

2e AATTV operational casualties for the month of Aug were 2 WlA.
Deployment

_31. The deployment of AATTV as at 10 Sep 69 is attached at Annex A.
L Corps

Lo Cormencing on 12 Aug enemy activity in I CTZ shoved a marked

increase. This level of activity has continued, particularly in the Southern
half of the Zone,

Se A report by Maj Johnston, the Senior AATTV Advisor in I (TZ, is
attached at Annex B.

6o fha In an effort to give a clearer picture of the type of operational
activities in which members of AATTV with ARVN Units become involved, extracts
have been taken from the HQ I Corps TOC Log for Aug and are attached at Annex 2,
These extracts show incidents worthy of note involving members of AATTV.

%U"A Attached at Amnex D are AATTV advisor reports of interest from
it

e
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8o Attached at Annex B is a copy of a paper written by Maj Bell (AATTV),
Senior Military Advisor Quang-Tri Province, on RF and PF in that Province. The
paper is, at least at this stage, an internal one within Quang-Tri Province and
as at the end of Aug had not been examined or accepted by the Province Senior
Advisor. It has been included in this report because it brings out some polnts
of interest which are relatively common to & number of provinces in Vietnam.
The fact that a copy of Maj Bell's paper is held by AATTV/AFV should not be \
disclosed to officers of MACV/CCRDS, particularly in Quang-Tri Province.

II Corps

9o 2nd Mobile Strike Force Command (2MSF)

a, During the month of Aug battalions of 2MSF operated in the areas
of Ben-Het and Duc~Lap. No contact with the enemy was made by the

1st Bn ( commanded by Maj Brydon AATTV ) in the Ben-Het area., It will
be noted from }aj Brydon's Report (Amnex F) that during this 1st Bn
operation the remains were recovered of the body of Capt Green (USASF).
Capt Green was the battalion Commander killed in the latter part of
the action for which W02 Simpson was awarded the Victoria Cross.

b. The performance by the CIDG and VHSF in the 1st Bn in this recent
operation in the Ben-Hel area seems to have been relatively satisfactory
(Maj Brydon's attached Report and AATTV Report for Jul 69 refer).
However, as no contact with the enemy occurred on the operation their
real test is yet to come. The 1st Bn is at present deployed in the
Duc-Lap/Bu-Prang area.

co The 2nd Bn 2USF has been operating in the Duc-Lap area during the
month and a number of minor contscts were made with NVA elements. It
was considered that a relatively large enemy build-up in that area
would have already occurred. Increased contact with WA in the area
is still expected.

d. Bxtracts of a report by Maj Brydon (AATTV), conmanding 1st Bn
2iSF, are attached at Amnex F., A report by Capt Rowe (4497V),
Commanding 223 Coy of 2nd Bn 2USF, is attached at Amnex G,

TIT Corps

10. RF Training : Phuoc-Tuy

a. The 4/69 RF Course, made up of 576 RF Coy ended on 14 Aug. The
overall standard of training reached by the coy was satisfactory
although they did not perform quite as well as the previous Coy.

b. The 5/69 RF Course (910 BF Coy) marched in and commenced training
on 19 Aug.

osis /3
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14s IRP Training : Van-Kiep

a, The 5/69 LRP Course completes its training in Mid Sep. Comments
< on this course willb‘included in the AATTV Report for Sepe.
e

be Due to problems of weather and operational activity it has not
yel been possible to complete the tour of ARVN Divs/Regts in III CTZ
vho have sent groups for training at the IRP Wing (AATTV Report -
Jul 69 refers)., However the remaining formations will be visited
during Sep and the question of incorrect employment of trained IRP
personnel will then be taken up with Centrzl Training Command.

12, Province Reconnaissance Unit (PRU) : Phuoc-Tuy. Based on reports
from the PRU Directoraie, Province Senior Advisor Phuoc-Tuy and 1 ATF, the
PRU in Phuoc-Tuy, which has now a member of AATTV as its senior advisor, has
shown a very marked improvement in its operations. It is probable s s result
of his efforts to improve the efficiency of the FRU, that the AATTV advisor
will cause something of stir in both the Vietnamese and US intelligence and
administrative organisations in the Province.

136 RVNAF Armoured School : Thu-Duc. A short report by WO2 Malone (AATTV),
who 1is an instructor /advisor at the School, is attached at Amnex ii.

1V Corps

o Enemy activity in IV CT'Z remained at a relatively low level until the
middle of Aug, when the number of enemy initiated incidents showed a marked
increase. At Annex I are extracts of a report by Maj Harkness, the Senior
AATTV Advisor in IV CTZ.

15 lost of the AATTV Village Defence Advisory Teams (VDAT) have shown
considerable progress in their work in villages and hamlets over the past month.
This has been brought about by greater familiarity with their areas, guidance
provided by AATTV and a better understanding of the project by district and
province chiefs, In Kien-Hoa Province the Province Chief is conducting a
Centralised Course to instruct village chiefs and their deputies for security
in aspects of village defence. The VDAT in Kien-Hoa is assisting in the conduct
of these courses. It now seems that the VDAT project is starting to achieve
positive results, Spectacular results, however, are not and should not be
expected.

Changes in US Officer Appointments

16, The following changes in US appointments of interest have recently been
made or are soon to occur:

a. Jth Special Forces Group (5th SFG). After the now much publicised
. ﬁ/ll'
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removal of Col Reazhlt from the position of CO 5th SFG, a new CO was
appointed. He was not a USASF officer and in the first week was badly
injured whilst doing parachute jumping. This officer has now been
replaced by Col Healy (USASF), who is an experienced commander in both
USASF and Conventional Units. He has had considerable previous contact
with members of the AMF from AATTV, SAS and others who he has served
with in USA.

b, I CTZ . The Senior Advisor at HQ I Corps changes in Sep from Col
Renvanz, who has completed an extended tour, to Brig Muller who was
Dep CG 101st Air Borne Div,

ce. ARVN Rangser Training Centre !RTC) ¢ Duc-ly. The new Senior Advisor
at RTC is now Lt Col Flemming who recently transferred to the US Army
from the Eritish Army. He has had considerable previous contact with
AF Officers in Malaysia, Borneo and the UK. .

Administration

17 Eight members of AATTV, all from I CTZ were hospitalised through
1llness during August. These were minor except for one case of malaria,

L

(R.D.F. LIOYD)
Lt Col
Comd

CONFIDENT TAT,
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AATTV DEPLOYMENT
AS AT 10 SEP 1969

Amnex TA! to
AATTV Monthly Report
for Aug 1969

Serial : Rank : Inits lName : Corps - Unit - Employment ) ¢ Due RTA —"Loca:ion
AATTV : SATGON

1« 2Lt Col : RDF : Lloyd : RA Inf : HQ AATTV : Commanding Officer : Jan O s Saigon
2« ¢ Capt : GJMW. : Dennis : RA Inf : " : Adjutant : Nov 69 24 1

% H *';'r H ;EIJ- H i - : A i ’ i 1 ] | |
3 WC1 G Munt ¢ RA Inf : n : Admin WO (Chief Clerk) ¢ Mar 0. 2 n

+  TJ0) . . = A

he 3 WO2 3 T.d. : Colbert : RAR : 1 : Admin WO (Pay) : Dec 69 L

¢ & Cpl : G.H., : Davison ¢ RAASC - L : Clerk R 5 t

6.‘. H iT . @ : 13 4 : H ;

WO2 T.F. : Malone : RAAC : Armoured School : Instructor/Advisor : Oct 69 : Thu-Duc (near Saigon)

e
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4 _f._;‘ir_ial: Rank Inits Name CDI‘—}JS Unit Employment Due RTA i Location §
. I CTZ ] G e e o
AATTV : QUANG TRI Province
7 : Maj H.IL. Bell RA Inf ¢ Quang-Tri Sector : Acting Asst Province Nov 69 : Quang-Tri
Advisor (Military)
8 WO2 R.Ve Roney RAAMC 1 " n : Medical Advisor Apr 70 " I
9 Wo2 d.M. ¢ O'!'Donnell : RAHADC Cam~-Lo Sub-Sector : Assistant Advisor Jan 70 ¢ Cam-lo
10 W02 J. : Fitzgerald RA Inf : 1/1 ARVN BEn : " g Jul 70  : Near Quang-Tri (Regt HQ)
11 Wo2 Blhs ¢ Gobriel : RA Inf <200 N IR - L ' Nov 69 " it P " i Hﬁ;
12 & W2 K, ¢+ Payne RA Inf 3/ " : l " Feb 70 " " 1 I ::
13 Wo2 L.N. Gorman ¢ RAA 471 " - L " Mar 70 t 1" i I 1
14 VWO S.D, Rosenberg RA Inf 1/2 0 1 : 4 " Apr 70 : Dong-Ha (Regst Ho
15 Wo2 O.W. Bell RAA s .‘-2/2 " i - n ”(Be-e-i-gn&be) : Aug 70 n " gt!r .
16 Wo2 Lhs ¢ West ¢+ RA Inf 32 B n : t I Jul 70 T i
17 ¢ WO2 R.A. OtHara Rd Inf L2 M L ¢ L L Jul 70 1 n n
18 Wo2 Blis 8 Taylf:ir : RA Inf 5/2 n : t 1 Jul 70 R 1
19 Wo2 Hods Stuttard ¢ RAAC 1/11 ARVN Cav : g 1 Nov 69 Quang-Tri
-
: eee /3
a - A
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-Sarial ¢ Rank : Inits -: Name : Corps : Unit 1 Employment i -r Due RTA_ 1o 5t
e : cation
L.CT7 4 |
AATTV s THUA THIEN Province
20 3 TOZ2 s D.G. % Killion : RAAMC t Thua-Thien Sector ¢ Medieal Advisor : Jul 70 + Hue
21 : Maj s G.V. : Browm : RAR : Nam-Hoa District : District Senior Advisor : Jun 70 : Nam-Hoa
22 ¢ WO2 : W.J. 3 Bruce : RA Inf : Nam-Hoa Sub-Sector : Assistant Advisor s FebB 0 s i
23 ¢ WeZ & L.N. & Bootes ¢ RAAC : 2/7 KRVN Cav - n n : Mar 70 : Hue (Ba.se)
& ¢ W02 : MJR. : Bolitho : RA Inf : Black Panther Coy : ' " : Nov 69 0
25 : WO2 :  ile B Heenan ¢ R4 Inf : 2/54 ARVN Bn : 1 1 ¢ dul 70 . "
26 ¢ W2 : s. : Speechley : RABME BN T R T : " n s  Jul %0 n
27 : W02 ¢ D.E. : Hatts t RABigs : 1/3 : i ! PoJul 70 ;
28 ¢ W02 : J.F. : McKenner ; Ra Inf . 243 oom : g 1 s - J2 1"
29 : Capt : D.F. : Paul s+ R4 Inf y 33 U : Senior Advisor : May 70 : "
30 : WOo2 : TPJ : Van Bakel s RAASC ¢ 33 moo : Assistant Advisor : Nov 69 : I
31 ¢ WO2 : D.F. : Hedges ¢ RA Inf ' 4/3 LI : H " ¢+ Aug 70 L
o
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Serial : Rank Inits : Name

5 : Corps Unit Employment Due RTA Location
AATTV : OUANG NAM Province
32 ¢ Ma] Y Johnston RA Inf HQ I Corps G3 (Trg) Advisor Feb 70 : Danang
33 : WOt ¢ JJW. ¢ Mam RA Inf AATTV Danang in ¥
AATT ang Admin WO Nov 69 Aust House Danang
3}+ ¢ W02 P.,J Heslin RAR 1 M n " + Mar 70 1 {§] I
R
g " Tr " 4 . h f - KT Y # '
35 : WO1 ¢ R.M, : Almond RAAC 3/17 ARVN Cav Assistant Advisor May 70 Danang (Base)
36 s WO2 V.L. : Harris RA Inf Hoa-Vang Sub-Sector n " RF/PF Feb 70 Hoa-Vang
37 : Y02 : R.D. : Aylett Ra Inf 37th Ranger Bn " " Dec 69 Near Danang
28 ¢ W2 2 T, Goddard RAA Lwth ARVN Arty Bn ; L Apr 70 Danang
29 ¢ Ceps : D.G. : Bent i 3 ' ]
p 2 RA Inf 1/51 ARVN Bn Senior Advisor Oct 69 Mieu~-Bong (Regt HQ)

L0 $ OHE2 i 6.F. Keloskie RAASC 2/51 Assistant Advisor Feb 70 1 it I
L1 : WO2 : W.T. : Jones RA Inf 351 W s ! Aug 70 SR ’

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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ber-_":n_a Rank s Inits Name Unit Employment
_ Due RTA Location
AATTV : QUANG TIN and QUANG NGAI Province
L2 Capt : J.P. Nelson : _ BA It 2 ARVN Div TOC G3 (Ops) M
43 WO2 ¢ B Burke | : £ R
. ; RA Inf 1/4 ARVN Bn Assistant Advisor Aug 70 ¢ ) Quang-Neai
‘ *i | : g-Nga
Ly WO2 : M.J, Poole RA Inf 2w W t L : {0 Tantne
Nov 69 : ) (Regt HQ near
| . Quang-Ngai)
L5 P MOZ . - Bl Young RA Inf 7/ R " i Feb 70 :
‘e - On pre-extension
leave in justralia
10 Sep - 1 Oct 69
& - ] : | l
L Capt : R.L. Smith :  RAR /5 » Senior Advisor Apr 70 & )
LY : W02 T Ghilotti : | i S
11llotti ¢  RAAC 255 M Assistant Advisor Aug 70 g Pirﬂng-nﬂe
) (Regt HQ near
) Tam-Ky)
L8 WO1 ¢ B, O'Brien RAE L/5 " i " " Sep 69 ))
ep :
L9 Wwo2 : D.W. Eather RA Inf /B w L I Jul 70 )
u :
5C : Capt A.Jd, Mogri : .
D ogridge RA Inf 2/6 " L Senior Advisor Apr 70 : g ;m*ﬁnﬂé
51 woz : T.F. Dola - = o T
n - RA Inf 3/6 i i Assistant Advisor Jan 70 : g Quag;&—%gai)
52 ¢ WOt ¢ J.B. Staunton- : RAAC 2/, ARVN Cav L "
- Latimer opliza e
i JB
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cerial Rank 3 Iniks : Name Corps Unit Employment
1L CLZ
AATTV ¢ PLEIKU
53, Maj Wede Brydon RA Inf 2nd Mobile Strike Force : Bn Comd
Command, Det B-20, 5th
Special Forces Group
(4irborne)
5l . Capt DJF Rowe : RA Inf i 4 " Coy Comd
a5 . WO2 F.M. Moffitt RA Inf 4 " n Coy Comd
56. : V02 Sed McLaughlin RA Inf L Y L Coy Comd (Trg Coy)
A : Wo2 4G Urguhart R4 Inf 5 " " Instructor (Trg Coy)
58. ¢+ W02 J.R, Vincent RAA " " n Pl Comd
59. Wo2 : J.T. : Hoolihan RA Inf " L H t '
60. W02 A.B. : McCloskey ¢ RA Inf " " L I "
61.. Sgt ¢ D.W. Scheele RA Inf n ' ' 1 L
62. Wo2 : G.L. Black RA Inf L I . 1 "
63. & W02 3 EK.H. Mavin RA Inf L L 1" " L
6. & WO 2 T.B. Ecowero.ft ¢ RA Inf " 4 L " " (Designate)
65, & WO2 3 0, Stevenson RA Inf I " L L gl o L )
66, WO1T : ENW. : Gason ¢ RALD 14 ARVN Cav Asst Advisor

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

: Due RTA

Location

Feb 70

May 70
Jun 70
Apr 70
Sep 69
May 70
Jun 70
Jul 70
Sep 69
Jul 70
aug 70
sug 70

Aug 70

Dec 69

]

e S S —

Pleiku (Base Camp) °

|
n
"
3]
1
n
n
"
"

Pleiku

i
In
| I
H
I
"
"
1"
I

il

cr ol

Attending 5SFG(A)
Combat Orientation
: ) Course Nha-Trang

) 29 fiug - 9 SED
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Eunk ¢ Inits ) Name : Corps Unit Employment Due RTA Location
II CTZ (Cont!d)
KATTV —~ T CORPS AREA
WO2 : K.G. : Latham RA Inf Recondo School 58FG(4) Instructor Dec 69 : Nha-Tran
¢ Capt : W.R, : Deane : Int Corps Mcobile Training Team : COC MIT g
(Iﬂif:rr}tagnard PRUts I1 CT2) sl ; )
¢ W02 : GJY. : Jamieson Ri Inf " " L Instructmr/ﬂdvimr MTT Mar 70 " 1 It
WO2 ¢ M.T, s Jensen : RA Inf Ranger Training Centre Instructor /idvisor Nov 69 Duc -y
: WGl : E.B., : Ostara RA Inf Province Recce Unit Senlor Advisor Binh-Dinh : Dec 69 Qui-Nhon
t WO : R.G. : Carter ¢ RA Inf " " & Advisor Ninh-Thuan Dec 69 Phan-Rang &&y
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Serial $ Rank ¢ Inits 3 Name : Corps : Unit : Employment : Due RTA . Location
LIT OPZ
AATTV : TIT CORPS AREA
73 : Capt ¢ PJS . Harris : RA Inf : IRP Wing Van-Kiep i : Mar 70 ¢ Baria
: National Training Centre

74 § WO2Z 3 GR. : ansell + RA Inf : 1 " " : Admin WO s+ Mar 70 : n

15 : W02 : F.E. : Bell ¢ RA Inf : L L n : Patrol Comd/Instructor : Mar 70 : "

76 : WO2 ¢ JW. ¢ Vigg : RA Inf : " L n : L L i : Jan 70 : L

77 s WO2 y: - R + Shelton ¢+ RA Inf . " " " . 1" " " : Feb 70 . "

76 s WO2 : C.d, s Ison : RA Inf t Province Recce Unit : Senior Advisor Phuoc-Tuy : Apr 70 : Baria

79 : Wo2 s @, : Kealy s RA Inf : Phuoc-Tuy Secter : RF Trg Cadre (Senior : Jan 70 : 18 ARVN Div Trg

Instructor) School, near Nui-Dat,
8 T AR T A + Gurney : RA Inf - " L . " t  (Instructor): Feb 70 : i L l
81 s W02 : AJA : Joyee ¢ BA Inf " 1 g Mook f o )e . Jan 0 : u SR
82 s WOZ2 3 Jd.H. : Macartney : RAASC : Phuoc-Tuy Sector : Assistant Advisor : Jan 70 s Baris
fi

LA & L Coy (RF)

/9
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Serial ¢ Rank Inits Name Corps Unit Employment Due RTA Location
AATTV s TV CORPS AREA
83 s Maj A. ¢ Harkness RAA CORDS, IV Corps Assistant to Chief Apr 70 Can~Tho
Territorial Security
8L, ¢ WOz H.J, Hartman RAAMC HQ IV Corps Mediecal Advisor Jul 70 i "
85 ¢ WO2 ¢ RS Simpson RA Inf Dinh-Tuong Sector (Att) Village Defence Advisory: Feb 70 Dinh-Tuong Province
Team (VDAT)
a4 s W02 flelle Welsnh RAK 3 1 L (o ) L " " Dec 69 i "
£7 WO2 E.H. Martin Im Inf L t (n) " i L : Nov 69 i !
£ : Wo2 KWe Forden RA Inf s Kaen floq 3eewor (0 ) i i L : May 70 Kien-Hoa Province
£9 ¢ WOZ2 B.L. Saxby RAE : . " (v) £ d L Jan 70 L | 2
G0 WO1 W.h. : Eade RAA Pro " L (n) 4 " L Jul 70 i | u
2 ¢ W02 : R.M. King Ra Inf Vinh-Binh Sector ( " ) L " " : Dec 69 Vinh-Binh Province
G2 W02 ¢ W.E. @ Tillett RA Inf L L (m") " n " Feb 70 J 1
93 : W02 : G.E. : Munro RA Sigs " " (n) b " it Feb 70 " L
9l : WO= G.S. Horne Ry Inf Vinh-Long Province( " ) L L W Nov 69 Vinh~Long Province
95 ¢ w2 R.W. Cairns RA Inf l L (») " L L Jul 70 " "
96 s W02 ¢ K.J. Troy RA Inf f t S L " 1 Mar 70 " 1"
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' e Ammex © to ANTTY
' Report - Aug 69

Danang

31 Aug 69

EXTRACTS FRGM MONTHLY REPGRT - I CTZ
AUGUST 1969

General

To : Enemy initiated activitby remained very low in I CTZ until the early
hours of 12 August when the North Vietnamese "Summer-Autumn" campaign commenced.,
Enemy initiated activiiy continued at a relatively high level from this time
through the end of the month.

2e The enemy appear to have returned to & pattern of activity which
resembles the activity during March and early May of this year., The principal
features include widespread attemptsto cut lines of communication and extensive
ground and indirect fire attacks directed against populated areas and particularly
refugee areas. Agent reports and captured cdocuments give indications that
increased levels of activities will continue for the immediate future, the
traditional local indicators of increased food collection, recruitment of local
laborers, intensive propaganda with more emphasis on aggressive themes,
preparation of banners and flagsand other WVEI activities, which have usually
preceded extensive military operations, have not been discernible,

3e All things taken into account it seems that the enemy has lost some
of his ability to sustain operations,

ho Continuing emphasis is placed by the enemy on those activities
designed to either destroy or otherwise ¥Wender ineffective the local government
administration, GV military forces, and pacification assets and progreams.

11_DTA

5e In spite of the increase in incidents from 12 Aug, the only major
contacts in which members of AATTV were involved were those of 1st Battalion
2nd ARVN Regt on 18 and 19 Aug.

Quang-Da Special Zone

6o Once again in spite of the increase in incidents no ARVII unit was
involved in heavy contact.

12 ITA

Ts The heaviest activity in I CTZ during the pericd took place to the

llorth East and South Fast of Hiep-Duc (Quang~Tin Province) in which over 800
enemy vere killed in a weeks fighting.

s l2
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8o Conclusions from months operational activities. Facts show that the
US Forces in I CT'Z were the ones mainly involved in the heavy contacts for the
month of August. Whether the US units were "set upon" deliberately is not known.
This does however give an indication of the scale of activity which it would be
necessary for Vietnamese Forces to handle if US forces withdrew and it is hard
to see the justification for removal of US troops from 12 UTA. Developmnents

in September may well indicate that the same is true of 171 ITA.

(F.C. JOHNSTCN)
Maj
AATTV .

= e B e e
1
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» Ammex € to
AATTV bortnly Report

Aug 69
EXTRACTS Ho I €TZ DUTY 10G — AUG 69
HOTHS Ol ASEREVIATIONS
1e Abbreviations used by US personnel in the I CTZ log (extracts of
which are contained in this Annex) and their meanings are shown below:
Vie vicinity
cptrd captured
capt captured
unk unknown
res results
frd friendly
TG individual weapon captured
neg negative
opn operation
ACAT armoured cavalry assault team
QDSZ Quang-Da Speclal 7Zone
det detonated
e mortar
L4 individual weapon
sqd sguad
revd recelved
grnds grenades
grd ground
dam damage
dest destroyed
rkt rocket
COITIO comminications
CSlC crew served weapon captured
ind landed
intel intelligence
comb 'd committed
AS air strike, air support
cont continued, continues, contacted.
acan accumnulation T T
est estimated
2 Unit abbreviations have been written by US duty personnel as

"3/6", "1/5" etc. These units are 3rd Bn 6th ARVH Regt and st Bn of 5th
ARV Hegt elc,

- R W e W
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> ‘ | Annex C to AATTV
Report -~ Aug 69

EXTRACTS HQ I CTZ - DUTY 1OG - AUG 69

0600 31 Jul 69 to 0600 1 Aug 69

2230 At 310630H Viec BS 704806, 2/6 searching cptrd 1 VC.

2230 AU 311400H Vic BT 283354, L /> searching cptrd 3 VC.
0520 At 311215H Vic YD 090300, 3/2 cont unk size en force.

Res Frd/neg - En/2KIA 1 INC.

0520 At 311500H Vic YD 061278, 3/2 cont unk size en force.
Res Frd/neg - En/1 EIA, 1 IVC.

0520 At 311630H Vie YD 072279, 3/2 cont unk size -en force.
Res Frd/neg - En 1 KIA, 1 TuC.

0600 1 Aug 69 to 0600 2 Aug 69

0&00 Operation Vu-ilinh 6A1 51st Regt cont opn S of Hoi-An,
cormenced. Area of operations is bounded by BT 048524,
Bl 060480, BT 112427, BT 144460 and ET 100512. Units
participating are 2/51, 3/51 and 2/17 ACAT. Opn is in
reaction to report of V~25 Bn being in this area.
Expected duration 1 week. Heserve is 4/51.

1915 Vu~llirh 6A a QDSZ cont clearing opn South of Hoi-An and
bounded by BT 1451, 1725, 1749, 1547, with 2/51 and 2/17
LCAT terminated at 310600H July 69. Final Acem
Cas Frd - 1 WIA. En- 1 KIA.

2150 AL 010955H Vie ¥D 254709, 2/2 det mine. Frd - 1 WIA.

2150 At 010955H Vie YD 237317, 3/1 cont unk size en force.
Res ¢ Frd - | KIA. En - 2 KIA, 1 CSuC.

2150 At O11100H YD 185247, 2/1 cont unk size en force.
Uncovered cache. Res: Frd — 2 WIA. En - 7 KIA,
& x 60mn mtr's cptrd, 7 NG cptrd, 55 AKA7 and 300 rds
of B4O cptrd.

2150 At O11400H YD 185247, 2/1 cont unk size en force.
Uncovered cache. Res: Frd — 1 WIA. En 6 KIA, 6 TG,
100 rds of BLO and 600 rds of 60mm mbtr cptrd. 5 Chicom
radlos cptrd, 1 Chicom telephone cptrd.

0530 At 012030H Vic BT 283363, 4/5 searching found 1 T and
1 document, |

e )2

R . - - i

T
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0600 02 Aug 69 to 0600 03 Aug 69

08L5 At 020530H Vie BS 719845, 2/6 cont unk size en force.
Res Frd/neg; En L KIA, 1 INC.

0846 At O20400H Vic BS 733564, 3 /L cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd/neg. En 1 KIA, 1 TWC.

1633 At 021335H Vic ET 293357, 4 /5 while searching killed 5 VC,
cptd 2 VC, 4 VG35, 1 TWC, & grenades.

1635 At C20900H Viec BS 734596, 3/L cptd 1 VC and 2 VCS.

1637 At 020930H Vic ET 068478, 3/51 cont est VC sqd. Res:

Frd/neg En 1 KIA.

1640 At O21030H Vic BT 075492, 2/51 det mine (unk type).
H'ES FI‘d_/T KI-GLJ 2 .il-'lrI-q’ E.Il neg‘;n =

1641 AU ' 021120H Vic BT 070489, 3/51 det AP mine. Res: Frd 1 KI4,
1 WiA. En/neg.

0550 AL O21940H Vie BS 7h459 3 /L det booby trapped WP mitr rds.
Res: Frd 2 Adv VIA.

Te E5 WILLIAM C. PARTIN 156-60-459 (US).WP burns on both hands.
Cond good, will be evac to CHU LAI on 03 Aug.

Ro W02 ROBERT D. CAMERON 214666 (AUST). WP burns on back and
legs. Cond good will be evacuated to Chu-Lai on 03 Aug.,
Both advisors at Duc~Pho awaiting trans to Chu~Lai.

Eoth Adv have 2nd & 3rd degree burns.

0600 03 Aug 69  to 0600 Ok Aug 69

1300 At 0307L5H Vic BS 727833, 2/6 Det mine (AP). Res: Frd i KIA,
4L VITA. En/neg.,

2145 At O31050H Vie YD 214742 (A2 bawe), 11 ACAT revd 2 rds of
82mm mtr, Res neg.

2145 At O31905H Vic YD 182232, 2/1 cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd 1 WIA. En 1 KIA, 1 IvC.

2145 AL O31905H Vie YC L2495k, 2/3 revd 20 rds of &2mm mtr.
Res: neg. Bn location YC 371919.

0430 AU 0323L40H Vie YD 950082, 2/5h amb unk size en force.
Res: Frd 1 WIA, Bn 1 KIA, 1 TWC.

0510 At 031120H Vie BS 106337, 2/5 revd I.1 Hoi~Chanh,

R
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0600 OL Auz 69  to 0600 05 Auz 69

0800 At OLOO005H Vie BS 632557, 2/L continued contact unk size
en force. Res: Frd 1 KIA, 1 WIA. En 2 KIA, 2 IWC.
- 0800 At OLO250H Vie BS 64056k, 2/4 revd 6 rds of 82mm mtr.
Res neg.
0530 At OL1725H Vie BS 693812, 2/6 det mine. Res: Frd 1 WIA.

0600 05 Aug 69 to 0600 06 Aug 69

0800 At 050640H Vie BS 683830, 2/6 det mine (unk type).
Res: Frd 4 XIA, 9 WIA, 2 IWL, 1 I dest, 1 FRC - 25 dest.

1720 At O51400H Vie BS 552883, 4/6 det mine (unk type).
Res: Frd 2 WIA. BEn/neg.

1727 At 051000H Vic BS 684854, 2/6 while searching cptd
12 rds €0mm mtr.

1729 At 051324H Vic BS 568689, 2/L debt mine (unk type)
Res: Frd 1 WIA; En/neg.

0410 At 050920H Vie YC 313940, 2/3 rcevd 8 rds of 82mm mtr.
Res neg.

04 10 At 051010H Vie YC 3139L0, 2/3 searching killed { VC.

0410 At 051215H Vie XD 988320, 3/2 searching found and dest

10 huts and 10 bunkers.

0500 At 051840 Vic BS 684824, 2/6 searching found cache with
1,400 rds of AKALT ammo, 50 rds of 8Sfum mtr, 30 rds of
EOmm mtr, 42 8fimm mtr fuses.

0500 At 0603L0H Vie BS 13979, 2/1; revd 4 rds of an unk cal from

L

frd arty. Arty unit unk. Res: Frd 1 WIA.

0600 06 Aug 69 to 0600 07 Aug 69

0640 Hung-Quang 1/9G, a 51 Regt cont'd search & gclear opn North of
Dien-Ban will commence at OG0E0OH Aug 69. 1/51, 2/51, 51 Regt
Recon Co will be cont'd to an area bounded by : BT 025695,
030650, 0456k, 095630, 110658, 100670 and 050690 for period
of 10 days. Hung-Quang 1/9G is not combined or heliborne.

0841 At O60340H Vic BS 73979%, 2/l ACAT and Recon 6 recvd 4 rds
82nm mtr. Res: Frd 1 WIA. En neg »

el

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1029176



0844
08,8
2100
2100
2100
2100

0600 Q?_ﬁﬂﬁ_ﬁ?

-k -
At 060655H Vie BS 614548, 2/k recd 1 rd M79.
Res: Frd 3 WIA; En/neg.

At 000630H Viec BS 684E24, 2/6 while searching killed 2 VC
and cptd 4 VC (women), 1 document and 1 medicine bag.

Hung-Quang 1/9G, at 061855H Viec BT 071659, 1/51 cont unk
size en force. Res: Frd/neg; En 1 KIA, 1 IWC, 2 grnds.

Lam=Son 341, at 062000 Vie YD 195429, 5/2 rcvd 8 rds &2mm mtr.
Hes NEL o

Lam~Son 342. At 061030H Vie YC 304930, 2/3 searching killed
1 VC, cptrd 2 IV.

Lam-Son 342. At 061250H Vie ¥C 300930, 1/3 recvd 2 rds
82mm mtr. Res neg.

to 0600 08 Aug 69

1045
IIUﬁﬁ
1725

1726

1727
2150

2120

0600 08 Aug 69

At O70T30H Vie BS 522768, 3/6 det mine (AP).
Res: ¥rd 2 KIA, 2 WIA, 1 IW dam; ZEn/neg.

At 062100:*‘: Vie BT 003534}4., 3/51‘ amb unk size en fCI-I'EEc
Hest Frd/neg; In/Y KIA, 4 IUC.

At O71045H Vie AT 947087, L/5 found 2 tons rice and dest it
in place.

At O71100H Vie at 943087, L/5 while searching found 1 CS¥
and 11 IW, plus 20 grenades, 3000 rds small arms ammo, 6 G
magazines, 30 black uniforms and released 2 CIV and PF being

held prisoner by the VC.
At O71430H Viec AT 943087, 4/5 while searching killed 1 VC.

At 071225H Vie YD 223203, 2/1 searching killed 1 NVA,
cptrd 1 IVl.

At 071530H Viec ZC 054866, 3rd Co. 3/54 searching dest 3 VG
houses, cptrd 1 CSW (.50 cal LG), 3 boxes.50 cal ammo s and
unk no 50 cal MG barrels.

to 0600 09 Aug 69

1145

1146

1337
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At 072140H Vic BS 667727, 1/6 recd 4 rds &2mm mbr.
Res: neg.,

At OBOGOOH Vie BS 680807, 2/6 while searching killed 1 VC,
and captd 6 grenades,

At O81100H Vic BS 645533, 2/l det mine (li-14)
Res: Frd 1 WIA; En/neg.
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1338 . At. O80830H Vic at 957084, L4/5 while searching cptd 1 IW.
1339 At 080910H Vic AT 95608L, 4/5 while semrching cptd 33 T,

6 CSW, 10 magazines (AK-50), 12 magazines (French lauser),
4 magazines (CSW), 12 transistor radios, 3 Chicom watches,

1547 At 081445H Vic BS 603593, 2/k det mine (AP).
Res: Frd 1 WIA; En/neg.

0500 At O80T715H Vic YD 213661, 1/2 at C1 base rcvd 4 rds of
140mn rkt. Res : Frd 2 USMC, 1 Civ KIA, 5 USMC 4 Civ WIA,
2 Jeeps 50% dest, 2 houses 100% dest.

0500 At O81025H Viec XD 999372, 4/2 cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd/neg; En 3 WIA, 2 TNC.

0600 09 Aug 69 to 0600 10 Aug 69

1036 At 050800H Vu-Ninh 6 terminated. A 1st Rngr Gp cont opn
in Que-Son mountains. 21st and 37th Bngr were committed in
an area bounded by AT 9432, 9836, &8LL, €644, and 86135,
Period of opn 21 days. Final res: Frd 10 KIA, 11 WIA, 15 IV
dam, 1 CSW dam, 1 PRC-25 damj; En 4 KIA, 3 VCGC, 4 VCS, 1 TuC,
22 rds 12mm rkt cptd, 1,500 kg rice cptd,

1145 At 090E05H Vie BS 760374, 1/4 cont unk size en force.
Ress Frd/neg. In/2KIA, 1 TVC.

1500 At 091L40H Vie BS 604559, 2/ det booby - trapped mine
Res: Frd 1 WIA; Bn neg,

1501 At 0915051 Vie BS 735800, 2/4 ACAT recd sniper fire.
Res: Frd 1 WIA; I&n unk.

0505 At 091300H Vie YD 312358, 4/1 cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd neg; En 3 KIA, 2 TG, 100 kg rice.

0505 At 091630H Vie YD 362358, 4/1 cont unk size en force.
Res Frd/neg; En/2 KIA, 1 IWC.

0600 10 fug 69  to 0600 11 Aug 69

1450 At 092250H Vie BT 008526, 3/51 searching cptrd 2 VC.
1450 At 100845H Vic BT 004366, 2/5 revd 1 Chieu Hoi,
1630 At 10700CH Vie BS 515872, 1/6 searching found 2 rolls of

CONIIO Wire,

2230 At 101215H Vic YD 250223, 2/1 searching killed 2 VG, cptrd
200 kg rice, dest 10 houses.

erofb

- - ew w —
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0500 At 101615H Vie BS 500790, 3/6 Bn recvd SA sniper fire.
Res: Frd/1 WIA; En/neg.

0500 At 101745H Vie BS 604526, 2/k recvd VGthrown grnd.
' res ¢ Frd/3 WIA. In/neg.

0500 At 110140H Vie YD 234678, 5/2 cont unk size en force.
Res : Frd/2 WIA; En/2 KIA, 2 TVC.

0600 11 Augz 69 to 0600 12 Aug 69

1014 At 110610H Vic BS 760363, 1/; cont unk size en force.
Hes @ FI‘d/Z WIAS EH/E KIA, 1 1ViC.

1630 At 1108L0H Vie BS L9586L, 2/6 det VC mine (type unk).,
Res Frd/5 WIA.

2315 At 091000H Vie ZC 304917, 2/3 found 3 acres of un
harvested rice,

2315 At 111130H Vic YC 361402, 1/1 cont est 1 sqd of VC.
Res ¢ Frd 1 WIA. En 2 KIA, 2T4C.

2315 At 1114258 Vie YC 361402, 1/1 eptrd 1 VG 1 Iu.

0530 At 111700H Vie BS 726820, 2/6 cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd 2 KIA, 4 WIA. En 3 KIA, 3 IvC.

0530 At 1118630H Vie BS 779379, 1/4 det VC mine. Res: Frd 3 KIA.

0530 At 120315H Vic YD 766090, Nam-Hoa Dist revd 6 rds of unk

type rkt. Res: Frd 1 RF WIA.

0530 At 111905H Vic BS 696586, L /6 rcvd 60 rds of 60mm mir &
L0 rds of BYO. Res: Frd 3 KIA, 12 WIA. En 8 KIA, 3 IucC.

0530 At 120145H Vic BS 631853, 2/6 rcvd a ground attack and 70 rds
of 60%:82mm mtr. Frd 1 KIA, 1 WIA. EBn L KIA.

0530 At 12030CH Vic BT 187158, L /5 revd 12 rds of 60mm mbr.
Res: Frd 1 child KTA, 1 child WIA, 3 houses dest.

0530 At 1203451 Viec BT 035342, 2/5 revd 10 rds of 82mm mbtr.
Res: Frd 7 VIA.

Q600 12 Aug 69 to 0800 13 Auz 69

—

0540 At 12014 5H Vie BS 631853, 2/6 cont urnk size en force.
Res: Frd/1 KIA. In/20 KIA, 2 VCC, 1 IiC, 1 IwC, 1 rd B41 rit,
o> rds B4O rkt, 10 bangalore torpedoes, % grenades. N
-il/?
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0550 At 1209050 Vie YD 247754, 2/2 searching found 1 KBA 5 days
old cptrd 5 AT mines. Vie ¥D 255754 2/2 loc cache containing
5 bags rice, 21 AT mines, 1 Block plastic explosive,

0550 At 121600H Vic BI' 168156, L/5 revd 5 rds 82, , mtr. MNeg cas.
0550 At 12081CH Vie BT 020355, 2/5 det mine. Res: Frd 1 KIA,

1 WIA. Zn/ 1 Chieu-fol.
0550 At 12190CH Vic BT 024342, 2/5 rvd 7 rds RR fire. Neg cas.
0550 At 12140CH Vie YD 237233, 2/1 dest 25 VC houses.
0550 At 120645H Vie YD 598137, 4/3 rcvd 6 rds 60mn mbr. Neg cas.
0550 At 120€55H Vie YD 664223, 3/3 searching found en rkt pos

used to shell frd pos night of 11 Aug 69.

0550 At 121515H Vie YD 625155, 4/3 cont VC. Res: Frd/neg.
En/3 KIA, 1 IWC, 3 field packs.

0600 13 Aug 69 to 0600 1k Aus 69

1630 At 131400H Vic BS 482773, 3/6 cont en force size unk.

Res: Frd/neg. En/h KIA, 2 LUC, 5 grnds captured,
2138 At 1316/45H Vie BT 023368, 2/> searching killed 2 VC,

cptrd 6 hnd grnds,
2136 At 130E00H Vic BT 076646, 2/51 revd SA sniper fire,

Res: Frd/1 WIA.
2138 At 13111510 Vie BT 050620, 1/51 det VC mine. Res: Frd/1 VIA.
0520 At 130715H Vie YD 535436, 1/1 det mine, Res: Frd/5 WIA.
0520 At 131000H Vie YC 331959, 2/3 cont unk size en force.

Res: Frd/5 WIA. En/3 KIA, 2 IVC.

0600 14 Aug 69  to__ 0600 15 Aug 69

1440 At 1409L5H Vie B 495770, 3/6 cont en force size unk.
Res: Frd/2 WIA. BEn/5 KIA.

1440 At 141120H Vic BS 503880, 1/6 cont en force size unk.
HEE: Frd/2 -NL:'Li En/5 KI-A.; 1 IWC.

1440 At 141220H Viec BS 428771, 3/6 cont en force size unk.
Res: Frd/2 WIA.

1615 At 141L45H Vie BS 500769, 3/6 cont unk size en force.
Res: Flrd/1 m, 3 ."'IIAJ En °

T

ey AT T i i - -
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10 rds 60mm mtr. Res: Frd/1 XIA

Blk Panther Co. cont unk size
En/unk.

Blk Panther Co. revd 20 rds 60mm mtr.

3/6 searching cptrd 6 VC.

3/51 cont unk size en force.
/3 cont unk size en force.

1/3 cont unk size en force.

2/3 at FSB Currahee rcvd 6 rds
2/3 at FSB Currahee rcvd 15 rds
2/5 det booby trapped hnd grnd.
4/5 revd 1 rd of 82mm mtr.
Black Panther Co cont unk size

En/lL, KIA, 1 €SWC, 6 TViC.

Black Panther Go rcvd 6 rds 60mm

At 152040H Vic YD 664140 1/3 cont unk size en force.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Res: Frd/neg. En/2 KIA

2/6 revd sniper fire.

2200 At 140635H Viec YD 628186,

2200 At 141530H Vie YD 850014,
en force. Res: Frd/h WIA.

2200 At 141900H Vie YD 854016,
Res: nege

0600 15 Aug 69 to 0600 16 Auz 69

1020 At 1500000 Vie BS 497777,

1020 At 150215H Vie AT 960582,
Res: Frd/neg. En/1 KIA.

1520 At 150800H Vic YD 62418,
Res: Frd/1 KIA. En/unk.

1520 At 15084L0H Vic YD 672150,
Res: Frd/neg. En/unk.

1520 AU 151025H Vie YC 405945,
of 122m rkt. Res neg.

1520 At 151150H Vic YC 405945,
of 122zmm rkt. Res neg.

1520 At 151200H Vic BT 026340,
Rest: Frd/1 KIA.

1520 At 151200H Vic BT 188158,
RRes neg.

2145 At 151430H Vic YD 847017,
en force. Res: Frd/neg.

2145 At 151350H Vic YD 84,7017,
mtr. Res : neg.

2145
Res Frd/neg. En/2 KIA, 1 IiC.

0600 16 Aug 69 to 0600 17 Aug 69
1045 At 160800H Vic BS 719825,
2210 At 161040H Vie YD 257752,

2/2 Cont unk size en force.

1 IWC, 1 &2mm recoilless rifle capt,
> grnds capt, 1 mine capt.

voel9
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At 161300H, 2/3 rcvd 6 rds 122mm Vic Currahee Base.
Enemy location YC 4L05924.
At 161430H Vie YC 526891, 2/3 searching found 1 VC body.
At 161615H Vie YC 515885, 2/3 searching dest 2 houses and 1 BAR.

At 162310H Vic BS 508882, 1/6 cont unk size en force.
En/1 KIA, 3 grndes captured.

At 170600H Vic BS 67071k, 1/4 cont unk sigze en forces.
At 170845H Vie BS 726782, 2/l ACAT det AT mine.

At 171340H Vic BS 518670, 1/6 rcvd sniper fire. Res neg.

At 1711458 Vie BS 621715, 1/4 cont unk size en force.

At 171315H Vie 623715, 1/k4 rcvd sniper fire. Res: Frd 1 WIA.
At 171425H Vie BS 622715, 1/4 searching killed 1 VC.

At 171430H Vie BS 623715, 1/4 cont unk size en force.
En/5 KIA, 3 IVC.

At 171700H Vie BS 513874, 2/6 cont unk size en force.
En/unk

At 1707008 Vie YD 228302, 3/1 cont unk size en force.
Res: En/4 KIA, 1 IWC, 1 CSWC (BLO rkt), 4O 1bs TNT captured.

At 170935H Vie YD 632201, 1/3 rcvd 1 rd B4O rkt. Res: neg.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

At 172020H Vic AT 966637, 1/51 revd VC thrown grnd.

At 171850H Vic BS 641571, 2/4 cont unk size en force.
En/3 KIA, 1 TMC, 5 grnds cptrd.

At 180630H Vic BS 628584, 2/, det grnd booby trap. Res: Frd/2 WIA.

2210
Res: nege
2210
2210
0530
Res: Frd/1 WIA;
0600 17 Aug 69 to 0600 18 Aug 69
1100
Res: Frd/1 KIA.
1100
Res: Frd/5 WIA, 1 APC 100% dest.
1630
1630
Res: Frd 1 KiA, 1 WIA.
1630
1630
1630
Res: Frd/neg.
2150
Res: Frd/2 KIA, 4 WIA;
2150
2150
0600 18 A ug 69 to 0600 19 Aug 69
1630
Res: Frd/1 KIA,
1630
Res: Frd/4 KIA, 1 WIA, 1 IW dam.
1630
1630

At 180820H Vic BS 525886, 1/6 det mine (AP) :
Ress Frd/1 KIA, 5 WIA, 15 Civ WIA.

nﬁn/‘!O
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1630
2200

2200

0340

0600 19 Aug 69

= 40 =

At 181500H Vie BT 182180, L /5 searching found 3 VC KBA.

At 181730H Vic YD 0€7675, 1/2 cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd/neg; En/2 CSWC , 4 TWC.

At 180750 Vie YD 624,201, 1/3 cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd/neg. En/4 KIA, 2 TWC.

At 181715H Vie BS 493760, 3/6 rcvd sniper fire.
Ress: Frd/1 WIA.

At: 181730H YD 067675, 1/2 cont an est reinforced NVA Co
from the 27th NVA Regl. Res: Frd/15 WIA. En/32 KIA, 14 IWC
and 2 Chicom radios cptrd. En unit was identified by the
27th Regt'!s shoulder patch on the uniforms.

to 0600 20 Aug 69

1050
1415

1420

2215

2215

2215

2215

2215

2215
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At 190630H Vic BS 516759, 3/6 searching cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd/neg; En/3 KIA.

At 1911158 Vic BT 147324, 1/5 cont unk size en force.
Hes: 1 CSWC (.50 cal AA Gun).

At 19123CH Vie YD 060682, 1/2 cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd 1 WIA; En/50 KIA, 8 IWC, 5 CSWC, 1 D-702 radio
captured, 5rds B4O rkt, 500 rds &2mm mtr captured,

At 1901558 Vie YD 065675, 1/2 revd VG thrown grnd.
Res: Frd/1 WIA.

At 190600H Vie YD 065675, 1/2 searching found 4 VC bodies.
Res: Frd/neg; En/4 KIA, 2 TWC (result of return fire by
item 1 above)

At 190630H Vie YD 065675, 1/2 revd 50 rds 60mm mtr.
Res: Frd/5 KIA, 3 WIA.

At 191600H Vic YD 056682, 4/2 cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd/1 WIA; En/5 KIA, 1 CSWC (60mm mtr),

At 190915H Vie ¥C 515900, 2/3 found 1 VC house, cp‘t.rd
1 block THNT, 2000 rds 7. 62111131 MO o

At 191020H Vic YC 741843, 1/1 rcvd 3 rds 8fmm mtr.
Res: Frd/2 WIA,

At 191600H Vie YC 750904, 3/3 searching found 2 VC houses
and 1 VC outpost 12m high.

ot
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2215

0530

0600 20 Aug 69

= |1 e

At 190630H Vic YD 98052, 4/5h searching killed 1 VC.

At 191800H Viec BT 114300, 2/5 rcvd 7 rds 82mm mtr.
Res: Frd/3 WIA.

to 0600 21 Aug 69

1215

1430

1430

1430

0600 21 Aug 69 _

At 200915H Vic BT 188158, L/5 rcevd 7 rds of 82mm mtr,
Res: Frd/3 WIA W/1 Aust Adv WIA WO2 Ronald J. O'ERIEN.
BEcvd to 91st Evac Hospital in Chu-Lzai. Cond not serious.

At 200740H Vic YC 763912, 3/3 cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd/neg. En/3 KIA, 3 IVC.

At 201050H Vie YC 713837, 1/1 cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd/neg; En/1 KIA, 1 IWC.

At 200900H Vie BT 093653, 1/51 cont unk size en forces.
Res: Frd/1 KIA, 1 WIA. En/unk.

to 0600 22 Aug 69

2200

2200

2200

2200

At 210830H Vic YC 712833, 1/1 cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd/1 WIA. En/1 KIA, 1 IWC.

At 211630H Vic YC 701825, 1/1 det mine. Res: Frd/2 WIA.

At 211130H Vic YD 668148, 1/3 cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd/1 KIA, 1 WIA; En/, KIA, 2 IWC.

At 2108L5H Vie YD 982156, 2/54 det mine. Res: Frd/1 WIA.

0600 22 Aug 69 to 0600 23 Aug 69

1535

1545

2315

2315

2315
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At 2204L00H Vic BS 503774, 3/6 cont unk size en force.
Res: ¥n/8 KIA, 2 TWC.

At 221420H Vic BT 078642, 1/51 cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd/1 KIA, 8 WIA.

At 221400H Vie YD 228303, 2/1 cont unk size en force.
Res: Frd/1 KIA, 4 WIA; En/2 KIA, 2 TiC.

At 221250H Vic YC 710842, Recon P1lt of 1/1 cont unk size en

force. Res: Frd/neg. En/3 KIA, 2 TJC, 20 rds B4O rkt,
50 rds 82mm mtr, 3000 rds SA ammo, 300 kgs rice cptrd,

At 221600H Viec YC 703806, 1/1 searching killed 1 VG cptrd
[ IW-

senfiz
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2315

2315

At 221100H Vie BI' 188228, 1/5 rcvd SA sniper fire.
Res: Frd/1 WIA.

At 22210CH Vie AT 990250, 5th Regt CP revd 4 rds 82mm mtr.
iies neg.

At 250835H Vie BS 422806, 3/6 cont unk size en force.

Res: Frd/1 KIA; En/4 KIA, 1 TWC, 1 CSWC.

A 2nd Div con combat Swp Opn, S of Quang-iigai commenced
2XO700H Aug 69. 2/4 Bn will operate in an area bounded by:

BS 6051, 7059, 7151 Opn will last approx 30 days. Reaction
to Intel report that elements of 5th & 6th IWA Regt were in

At 251L05H Vie BS 425799, 3/6 searching cont unk size en

At 252230H Vie YD 665224, 1/3 amb unk size en force.

At 26134L5H Vie BS 49,798, 1/6 cont unk size en force.
Hes: Frd/2 KIA. En/8 KIA, 1 GSWC, 1 TuC.

At 261150H Vie BS 425819, 3/6 led by & Hoi~Chanh, burned

0600 25 Aug 69  to 0600 26 Aug 69
1035
1315
thls area,
1615
force. Hes: En/1 KIA,
0530
Hes: nege.
0600 26 Aug 69  to 0600 27 Aug 69
1535
2305
25 houses,
0600 27 Aug 69 to 0600 28 Aug 69

1725

1725
20045

2205
2205

2205
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At 271450H Vie BT 189121, 1/5 searching killed 3 VC, cptrd
2 Iil.

At 271535H Vie BT 195118, 1/5 searching killed 1 VC.
A Dist Reg:‘b con Search and Clear a'ph' south of Daneng comm i
at 200630H Aug 1969. 4/51, 3/51 (=), 2/51 (=) and 2/17 ACAT (-)

are cont'd in an area bounded by: At 978583, 973610, 985635,
BT 032640 and BT 010568 for an indef period.

At 271945H Vic YD 195683, 3/2 det en mine. Res: Frd/1 WIA.
At 271550 Vie YC 730878, 1/1 cont unk size en force. |

Res: Frd/2 WIA. En/12 KIA, 9 TiC, dest 1 ton of mixed SA
and mtr ammo, _

At 27074L5H Vie YD 371292, 3/1 revd 30 rds of 60mm mtr.
Res neg.

5'1/13
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2205 At 271600H Vic YD 377287, 3/1 cont unk size en force.
Ress Frd/neg. En/16 KIA, 1 CSWC, 11 IuC.
0600 28 Aug 69 to 0600 29 hug 69
2000 At 280630H Vic BS 474790,1/6 revd SA sniper. Res Frd/1 WIA.

2000 At 51st Regt con S & C opn S of Danang term 271800H Aug 69.
| L/51, 3/51(=), 2/51(=), 2/17 ACAT(-) were comm in an area
btounded by AT 978583, 973610, 985635, ET 032640, 010568,
Period of opn : 1z days. Final Res : Frd/3 WIA; En/unk.

2000 A 5th Regt con com Swp W of Tam-Ky term 260800H Aug 69.
2/5 and 4/5 were comm in an area bounded by BT 158278, 2227
2216, 1516. Period of opn : 128 days. Final Res: Frd/82 KIA,
194 WIA, 1V¥IA, 7 TL; En/68, KIA, 87 VCC, 22 Hoi~Chanh,
19 CSWC, 142 TWC.

2000 A 5th Regt con com Swp W of Tam-Ky commenced 260800H Aug 69.
1/5, 3/5, and 4/5 will be committed in an area bounded by ET
0403, 2823, 1442, at 9225 for an indef period.

0510 At 281400H Vic BT 015648, 2/51 searching killed 1 VC.

0600 29 fug 69 to 30 Aug 69

0835 A 57th Regt con Search & Clear opn Si of Danang corm at
x 200600H Aug 69. 1/51 is com'td in an area bounded by: AT
966870, 969670, 990643 and 954642 for a period of 4 days.

0600 30 Aug 69  to 0600 31 Auz 69

2150 At 300830H Vie YD 642202, 1/3 searching found 2 VC lodies
approximately 2 wks old. They had been killed by AS's.

2150 At 301445H Vie YC 603836, 4 /3 cont unk size en force.
Res : Frd/1 KIA, 6 WIA. ZIn/2 KIA.

\
e r———
1
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Annex D to AATTV

Report - Aug 69

INDEX TO AATTV ADVISCOR REPCGRTS OF INTEREST

L
1 Cl'Z

The following reports of interest from AATTV advisors in I CTZ

are attached:

Annexure 1

Annexure 2

Annexure 3

Innexure L

Annexure 5

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Report by W01 S. Hosenberg,
Asst Advisor 2nd ARVHN Regt.

Report by W02 J. McKenner,
Asst Advisor 2/3 ARVN Bn.

Report by 102 D. Heenan,
Asst Advisor 2/54 ARVN Bn.

Report by W02 V. Harris
Advisor KF /PF, Hoa-Vang.

Report by W02 Gurney
Asst Advisor 3/2 ARVN Bn.

- ﬂ*-ﬂ-ld_“
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: T - Annexure 1
to Annex D to
AATTV Report - Aug 69

1/2 ARVH Regt
Dong-Ha

26 ;'mg 69

HONTHLY REPCRT BY 33887 101 S. ROSENBERG
LONTH ENDING 26 AUG 69

To On the 30 Jul I replaced W02 R. GURNEY Aust Advisor with 3/2 ARVN

1-'5.&_3gt » WO2 R. GURIEY was a medevac from his unit on an operation in the DAKRONZ
River Area, The operation was a three battalion "Search and Clear",

14

2o M*ing the operation which ended on the 11 aug the 3 /2 had killed
L VG and d:}sccvered & cache of approx 10 tons of mortar, rockets and small
arms ammniticn. This cache was destroyed by an EQD Team. Nany VC farms and
livestock were found and destroyed during the operation. | 'y

3o L was impressed by the manner in whi "RVN R

; : & ¥ i in wnich 3 /2 AllVN Regt operated. All
officers and senior lLOs were most professional in their tasks due mainly to
the excellent advising that had been given to the unit by W02 GURNEY.

2;;era,tign gn E}l?e {18 t;:::- 2 Aug 1/2 ARVN Regt took part in a "Search and Cleanrt
nan the Gam-Io Area of the HiZ. Two battali o e T ATSTINT 2.
US Arty support. talions took part with ARVN &

De The operation was logistically support by 3 Mar Div.
6, Comnand and Control was by 2 ARV Regt.
7o 1/2 ARVl battalion was divided into two elements for the operations.

I was in the advisory team of two who were with the light CP. The light CPs

mission beinge t ‘ |
battalionefaf © search, eclear and secure the Nor'l;h Bast portion of the

8. The battalion flew into an L7 s '
ecured by 5th Mech and t
to contact on the morning of 18 Aug 69. % Ul

Qe At approx 1700 hrs 18 Aug 69 the forward i ]

2= ‘ company of the light CP made
contact 1w1th about pl strength NVA unit to its left flank. No sonnelg* had c::ituact
been made tc_:n the 1lef'b the enemy opened fire from the right flank and rear, It
was ascertained that the enemy unit was approx two company strength.

10. Artillery fire was-quickly brought ont it
‘ nto the enemy positions which
were rostly in large clumps of low trees and not on the highp;ruu.nd.

ooe/2

\
g e
— -w-aq
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116 The light CP after having guelled the initial contact regrouped to
evacuate the casualties o At this time the element had received 14 WIA
mainly gunshot wounds. Whilst awaiting for a medevac helicopter the LCP was
hit by approx 5 BLO rounds. En casualties at this stage was not known.

120 The LCP then moved with the wounded to a more secure area so the
medevac could be effected without undue danger to the aircraft.

3. On contact gunships were requested. The first light fire team were
on station in a matter of minutes. The gunships had no sooner expended their
ordnance then another fire team was on station to take over,

Tho As the light started to fail a Spooky aircraft was requested. This
aircraft was gquickly on station. Though the Spooky aircraft did not actually
fire its guns the illumination it provided was used by gunships, medevac aircraft
and for ground observation.

150 The medevac was complete at approx 2100 hrs. The LCP moved ils
location and secured a defensive position for the night with the two rifle
companies. At this stage ammunition was low and an emergency resupply was
requested, This arrived approx 0630 hrs the following morning.

16.¢ During the night the position was subject to two grenade assaulls
possibly as a cover to recover enemy dead. Two men were wounded during these
assaulis.

10 At 0600 hrs on the morning of the 19 Aug 69 the position received

approx 100 rounds of &2mn mortar fired in a rapid barrage. This claimed 5 KIA
and 6 WIA. The Bn CP group on high ground were able to locate the enemy mortar
base plate position and bring effective fire onto it with artillery,

18, Immediately following the mortar attack gunships and tactical air
were on station. These were directed onto enemy positions. Response and co-
operation from all support was excellent.

19 Companies from the battalion asssulted the enemy positions after a
re-distribution of ammuniticn. :
20, On the completion of the action the following enemy losses were counted:
KTA ~ 88
P - 1

Captured AK L7 - 20

1116 - 1
RPD - 2
HPG 5 = = 7
Radios =~ 3
Mortar - 1

60rm sl
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Friendly losses :

KIA - 5
WIA - 20

216 General Comments

a, Air and Artillery support played a major role in the success
of the operation.

b. The 1WA unit were well dispersed and using cover very eflfectively.
It appeared they were Wlying up" before moving either North into the
DiZ or South towards CaM~LO.

¢e. During the daylight hours they were reluctant to fire bul becanme
effective once the light faded.

d. The PW was aged about 16~17 years dressed in camouflage top and
khaki shorts.

€. Advising commanders during & contact is near on impossible they
were very exciteable but effective in what they did.

Sy The operation c¢ontinued until the 24 Aug without any further conbact.
On the 23 Aug a further 7 enemy bodies approx 4 days old were found. It is
possible these were from the contact of 18/19 Aug 69,

(S. ROSENBERG)
WO1
ALTTV .
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. ‘Annexure 2 to
3 Annex D to
AATTYV Report — Aug 69

MONTHLY REPRT BY 38124 WO2 J.F. McKENNER
2/3 sVl BN
AUG 69

On the 5 August 69 I reported to 2/3 Bn replacing W02 Kelly.

The Bn was at this time employed in the Ashau Valley. 1 Coy with
the 2/7 APC Sqn in the valley itself and 2 Coys working in the Laos Vietnam
border on Coy operations. The HQ Coy & Bn CP were positioned on fire base
Currahee.

During the period of this report only 2 small contacts were made,
the first on 13 Aug resulting in 5 WIA friendly 2 En KIA, and 2 AKL7 captured.
The 1st Coy had the contact. The second occured on the 16 Aug with 1 KIA &

1 WIA both friendly, en cas nile.

The HQ Coy & CP where consistantly hit by B122, 82mm & 60mm mortar
and the total ARVN cas for the operation 25 July -~ 25 Aug were 3 KIA & 28 WIA.
En casualties for the same period was estimated to be 10 KIA.

My employment for the period of this report was as follow : the first
week until the 11 Aug with the Coy operating in the valley with the APC's. On
the 11th the senior advisor and the American Lt left the field to go on RER., -
I was then moved from Coy to Coy, dependant on who the Bn Comd thought required
an advisor.

On the 25 Aug, the Bn was replaced in Ashau by the 4/3 Bn and took
up positions on the Citadel wall Hue where it is likely to remain until the

31 Aug.

(J. McKenner)
102
AATTV
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% | Annesiure §
B, to Ammex D
to AATTV Report - Aug 69

36394 VW02 DF HEEWNAN
AATTY

2/5, ARVH BN

ANZIO - THUA THIEN

27 ;Lllﬂ 69

Senior Australian Advisor
Australia House

Denang
MONTHLY REPORT — ACTIVITIES 2/54 ARVN BN
PERIOD 3 AUG - 25 AUG 69
35 T joined the unit at 1400 hrs 3 Aug 69.
2o Period 3-5 Aug. Bn conducted security operations in lowlands -

Grid squares 9507 9508 Phu-loc map. At 2300hrs on 3 Aug Bn HQ and 3 Coy
contacted 5 VC at grid 94508,. Results;

2 VC KIA, 1 Colt 45 pistol captured

1 ARVN soldier WIA was satl,;factc:rlly medevaced,

Je Period 5-13 Aug. Bn conducted search and destroy operation in area
SE of Dong-Truoc - Bach-ia Hap. This operation was launched by a combat assault
into LZ on Duong Truoi. The Bn operated in two groups, BHQ & 3rd Coy on 1 axis
and 1 and 2 Coys on the other. I was assigned to 1 and 2 Coys. This group had
nil contact during the operation. On 9 Aug BHQ group contacted 2 VC at grid
N9 . Results: 2 VG KIA 1 Chicom IMG and 1 Soviet sniper scope captured.

Lo Period 11-14 Aug. I was hospitalized for 3 days with FUO.

Do Pericd 13 Aug to 25 Aug. Bn was assigned to protéction of FSB ILEDGE,
Bach-Ma mountain grid 0692 with 2 Coys to be on search and destroy ops at all
times., During this period BHQ & 3 Coy stayed at SLEDGE, while 1 and 2 coys
operated in separate AO's -~ area Si of Bach-lia,

6o On leaving hospitel I had 2 days with BHQ on Sledge until the return
of my SA from leave., From 17-25 Aug I was in the field with the first coy.
Results : Nil contact during the operation.
3 ARVN soldiers were medevaced because of injuries/disease.

7o General During the period of this report I have had no trouble settlirs
in and working the other 3 members of the Bn advisory team. I feel 1 have been
able to establish good relations with the counterparts I have worked with - The ¥n
Comd and Comds of 1&2 Coys. I have not yet worked with the 3rd Coy.

8o Forecast, Present intentions are that the Bn will continue to operate
as per para 5 of this report, for approx 1 month. Coys will rotate from field
ops to protection of SLEDGE FSB.

W02 DF HEENAN
. i _ AATTV

e

SiSEmE E E e el
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Amnexure 4

. to Annex D
. to AATTV Report ~ Aug 69

15628, VW02 V.L. HARRIS
RF /PF Advisor Hoa-Vang

31 Aug 69

MONTHLY REPCRT

Operations

Te Throughout the month a number of operations were carried out without
remarkable results. Some small caches of weapons were found and some VO were
eliminated in isolated actions.

2e Generally operations fall into 3 categories;
a. Offensive sweeps
be Police~tLype checks

¢c. As a result of specific information, Offensive Sweeps are carried
out 2 or 3 times a month with up to 12 or 15 PF platoons. Hesults are generally
not impressive. Police-type checks are carried out more regularily with the
intention of picking up draft-dodgers, desertors, soldiers illegaly carrying
weapons, prostitutes, etc. Again results are not good, usually only one or tyn
people are picked up oubt of hundreds screened. Intelligence initiated operations
can produce results and in some cases have been successful. The District
intelligence set up works pretty well, If the 51, S3 and S4 shops worked as well
as the §2 there vould be an overall improvement in District HQ.

Training

3. Three new PF platoons are at present in basic training at Hoa—0§m and
will be ready for operations in October. This will increase PI' strength in Hoa-
Vang district to 35 platoons,

ko The in-place training program needs to be supervised thoroughly butb
unfortunately District HQ has nobody to do this. The training supervisor is a
Corporal without transport or influence over the platoon leaders., I am trying
to get the Marines to take an interest in the training of the PF through the
CAP units,

Administration

Da T have been accompanying the paying officer on his pay run. If therekare
any irregularities on pay I can only assume there are many in on it., Pay 1s made
up by AD & § Coy in Hoi-An. I could see nothing wrong with the system,

i

\
S
1
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" " Annexure 4 (Cont'd)
o2 e

6. Any similiarity between the posted strength and preasent for duty
strength of the PF platoons and what the S1 has on his books is purely

coincidental. EBEut platoons are so scattered throughout the district with
unreliable radic communications that I suppose this is to some extent

unavoidable,
(V... HARRIS)
W02
AATTV

el - s s
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- | Annexure 5 to
Annex D to AATTV
Report — Aug 69

MONTHLY REPOR? -~ 3/2 BN
JULY 69

1e This month the Bn for purposes of this report is divided into 2
separate operationsl roles.
First

On the 1 Jul 69 BEn returned from a months operation around Khe-Sanh.
From the 1st to the 9th Jul the Bn was involved in refitting and providing
a Coy for Dong~Ha Camp security.

On the 9th Jul at 1200 a 24 hr operation was conducted NW of CI.
ApproxX 1 enemy coy was encountered resulting in 14 KIA NVA 1 POW 3 AKLY
L BLO rocket launchers captured. Friendly casualties 5 WIA.

From 101300H to 130900H the Bn operated between C1 and Dong-Ha
providing patrols, ambushes and village security.

Second

2 LAM SCN 377. This operation is being conducted in the Ba Long Valley
area. Expecled duration is 3 months but this is to be reviewed every 30 days.

3. The operation is controlled by 2nd ARVN Regt from a fwd CP based at
Vandergrift Combat Base. Liason officers from 3ilar Div and 5th Mech are
located at this fwd CP, because of adjoining AO's.

Lo Task and Organization. This operation employs the 3rd, 4th and 5th
En's of the 2nd ARVN Regt.
De Located at F.S.B, Henderson

1 Bty 105mm How ARVN

1 Bty 105mm How ARVN

Air support on call US
Mission
6o a2, To seek out and destroy the enemy
b. To locate and secure/destroy enemy food and ordnance caches

c. Deny to the enemy infiltration/exfiltration routes.

L]

e
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General Outline

Te ae Fourth Bn . Sesurity of FSB Henderscn and search area bounded by
XD 9740, YDO238, YD 0637, YD 0935, YD 1232, YD 1229, Northern Eoundary
RIVERIE DE QUANG TRI Western boundary. A line around the Western
foothills of Dong Ta Ri and following the Cam-lo boundary up to the
river.

be Fifth Bn. From 4th Bn Northern boundary into Trieu-~Phong district,
5th Bn joined the operation on the 28 Jul 69 and at this time their
actual N, W and S Boundaries unknown as there have been some boundary
changeso,

ce Third Bn. West. A line from CO PAT (XD 9530) out to Dong Riang
Juan (XD 9336) and curving back to the stream at XD960LCO.
South. Along the Laotian border from CO PAT to YD 0226,
YDO826 thence to YD 3030. Northern and Eastern
boundaries are Ath Bns Southern boundary.

Execution
8o 15 Jul 0810-1015 ~ Airlift to LZ Langley YD 025355
1030 - Bn divided into 2 groups.
Heavy CP with 2nd Coy and 3rd Coy
Light CP with 1st Coy and 4Lh Coy
16~18 July -~ Patrolled YD 1235, YD 0236, YD O435 YD 0535
19 Jul 1300 - At YD O44361 COrdnance cache found
2 Jul 1000 - EOD team arrived with explosives
1720 -~ (Cache destroyed
21=24 Jul ~ Patrolled YD 0535, YD0636, YD 0734, YD 0833,
ID 0932
25 Jul - YD 093330 1 newly constructed house vacated
approx 2 hours contained clothing of NVA and
VC types - Destroyed.
~ New ,cornfields and yucca fields ranging from
2-6 weeks old desiroyed.
26-27 Jul - Patrolled YD 1032, YD 1130 YD 1031.

271000 destroyed 7 houses with bunkers Yi 1031.
These were old houses but were being repaired
with new thatching.

More corn and yucca fields destroyed,

o
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268-30 Jul - Patrolled YD 1129, YD 1130, YD 1029, YD 0930.

: Unable to give accurate details of heavy CP groups movements.
Basically j‘:rhey moved SW Ifrom LZ Langley, following the high ground through
YD 0335, ¥D 0433, YD 0532 to the 612 feature and down the Dong Co Tien to t

he

river and then to YD 095261. Results of heavy CP to date 1 mauser rifle found.

Results : Cache YD Q44351.

Thig cache was aprrox 5 months old and consisted of 15 holes cover
with attap roofing

Contents :

60mn Mor 200 rds
&2nn lor 400 rds
15 BaRa 00 rds
Chicom Claymores 21

BLO Rocketé & boosters 100

122 Rocketls 50 rockets
57 R | 100 rds
Anti Tank mines 10

B50 Rockets 200

CKC rds 300 boxes
AK 47 rds 200 boxes
12.7 G rds 300 rds

All ordnance was in excellent condition.

One of the RPG 2 containers was marked OSAKA JAPAN on its side. &
'Iseazg say that the 75 il fuzes are of Japanese origin. Estimated tonnage is
10 tons,

Administration

ed

Ou

9. As with the Fhe-Sanh operation the Bn had to rely wholly and solely

on the ARVN resupply system with no help from the Marines by the way of

bolstering the rations by 1 case of "C" rations per man per 4 days and sonme

ordnance supplies such as flares of all types and CS grenades such as used to

happen in the past.

ios Jl
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llot having the issue of 'C' rations from the Marines causes some slight
problem for the advisor if he is not partial to rice and the rest of the 4VH
goodies, as the advisor resupply system is catch as cateh can unless they make
arrangements beforehand with their Bn Rear and have resupply bags made up and
nunbered for each resupply. This system works well depending on the availabilizy
of 'C' rations at the time of preparing these bags.

Corment s

10, As this will be my last report for this Dn, included are some comments
on the Bn and personalities,

11, There has been a marked improvement in the patrolling technigues and
system of searching areas noticed on this operation to previous operations,

12, Hygiene standards are improving, more soldiers are carrying a shovel
on their early morning walks and one doesn't have to be so wary wien moving
out of a night harbour area. In conjunction with this the rate of soldiers
suffering with 'FEVER' seems to have lowered. '

13. Discipline on arriving at a water point has improved slightly to the
extent that when officers are present normal precautions are taken. However

on 2 occasions on arrival of the CP group at water, the X0 had to sternly police
security of the fwd elements. This has most probably been one of the Bn's
weakKest security points.

14 . , Movement into and out of night harbour ﬁositions, whilst it has
improved, is still not the best.

154 Movement into the harbour usually causes a congestion right in the
centre and this sometimes talkes 20/30 minutes to clear.

16 Hight clearing patrols are sent out prior to last light moving in
after last light laying trip flares and booby traps on the way in.

17 . Hight discipline is good,

18, lovement out in the morning is not good. HEverybody ups & moves at the

same time and "ije clear as we go out" is the clearing patrol., They are very
vunerable at this tine.

i 8 lHovement and March Discipline .- The msjority of the time this is gocd,
however at times they lapse back into the gibbering and blaring transistors for
short periods. This occurs after they have been in an area for a while and
have not made contact.

2 Us The worst offenders for noise are by far the ARVN FO parties,

i B
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31 The Bn in bases such as C1 and A2 are vigorous.: in patrolling and
ambushing moving well out from the wire, Also in base defence and base improvements

22 o When on village security roles the Bn Comd where time permits runs
small civie aid type projects such as gardenssrepairs.for widows and the aged,

234 Bn Comd. has been with the En 13 yrs - all this as an officer. le has
been Bn Comd for 35 mths and is good in all aspects until Regt Comd gives him

a time to be somewhere by, then he pushes onwards and leaves gquite a few machine
gunners and mortar numbers from the fwd elements along the track to stagger in
with the rear elements.

2L Bn X0 has been an officer for 11 yrs and with the Bn 5 yrs - is a good
leader. & never fazed or rushed into things and if can't comply with a certain
timing will say so. He has attended course at JWS and is very easy to discuss
things with and will speak out when he doesn't agree with the principles
involved in the discussion,

25 o Coy Comds. With the exception of 3rd Guy'Camd.(capt) all Coy Comds are
Lt. It is wien working with coy's you get the chance to be of real benefit as an
advisor. These Coy Comds will often seek advice - that is after a rapport has been
established with them, usually after a long period of time working with them.

WO2 GURNEY
AATTV
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4 ‘ 3 Eeport - Aug 69

QUANG TRI PROVINCE NARRATIVE RF/PF EVALUATION - OVIRVIEW
| PART I -~ INTRODUCTICN

le Introduction. Quang Tri Sector has an RF/PF strength of 8000 men,
to which must be added some 10000 para-military personnel bearing
arns, The guesticn now arises as to:
2. hether present performence justifies the manpower resources
involved, and Dtk
b, Vlrother the present forces will be adequate to meet future
roouirements,

2« Aim, The aim of this paper is to examine the effectiveness of RF/PF
in Quang Tri and the means by which it could be inproved,

3e Wealmesses, The main defects of the territorial forces in Quang Tri
are considered to be:

&, - Professional inadequacy,

b. Poor command and coordination,

c, Weak discipline and morale,

d, Inadequate organic fire-power and limited access to support-
ing fires, | ‘

€., Under-emplcyment of even the present capability,

PART 2 ~ WEAKNESSES

PROFESS IONAL INADEQUACY : -

L, 1T must be remcnbered that professional standards of the RF are
usuwally, but nct always, superior to FF units, However the
following assessments are considered to apply to both,.in varying
degrees, - '

oo Hight Training. The standard of night training is rock-bottom,
Annex 4 details the major defects in this fisld, Annex B lists results
of night contacts in the peri@d March-May 1969, and of 141 contacts,
75 produced negative results and 26 were unsuccessful ( i.e, friendlies
suffered the greater loss), The almost obsessional demand for illum-
ination, even when it could reveal.a smnll RF/PT rerty to a large
eneny force, is indicative of RF/FF fear of fighting in the dark,

6. ¥eapon Training, Usually pcor, in particular the tactical employment
of weapons, Ixamples are: '
a., Sighting maghine guns on top of buildings, thus producing
"plunging f'j(re" .
b, Iittle use of enfilade fire,
¢, Failure to sight obstacles and rachine gun fires in relation
- to each octher, '
dy, OCver-use of the M-79 ( it is the faint-hoaded nethod of en-
gaging eneny at night without incurring the retaliatory fire
that use of machine guns attracts, It also invariably pro-
duces negative enemy casualiies.)

' €. Malfunction and accidd .tal or premature alschorge of claymorés.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1029176



f. The incompetent and dangerous employment of 81 mm mortar
crews which:
(1) Often do not have dial sights.
(2) When they do, have no night aiming lamps.
(3) Rarely have mortar plotters, so lack the ability
to translate fire adjustments onto dial sight settings.
g. Knowledge of fire adjustment is non-existent below comzany
level, Standard procedure is to call fires down onto one
coordinate and leave it there, Invariably the enemy are
net at the previcus spot and, if they are, soon sniit,
h.,. T e continuval casualties through accidents and indiscriivinate

-—

a.scharge of weapons.,

7. Slack Security. A1l units, even those which are efficient in other
respects, suffer from slack security., Normal deficiencies are:
a, Using the same ambush sites night after night.
b. Using the same routes te and from ambushes,
c. Sleeping in ambushes, (This is camion, many units take
 sleeping gear with the: on night activities).
d, Siting treops too close together with resultant mulbtiple
casualties from single rounds of mortar or B-40.
¢, Daylizht nmovement without scoubs,
f. Movenent with weapens not at the ready position.,
g. Indiscririnate shooting revealing position of unit,
Even units in Gio Linh and Cam Vu, whic¢h have WA ldncursions
regularly, share these carefree habits

8, Pcor Field Defenses, There is little undorstanding oi = LOLG LT STE0 Yy
struction, and the emphasis by the eneny on sapper a't.ta cke is = dng
this aspect cnly too painfully obvious. Exemples are:

a. Reliance on bunkers as opposed to open fmcholeﬁ_ﬁmg

" cneny supporting fire falls down everyone ¥eburns Lo bunkers
and are thus vulnerable to satchel charge attacks,

b, ibove ground bunker construction which, silhcuetted against
the sky, mokes perfect targctc for RPG's and/or thrown
satchel charges, (High water tables doubtless influence
this, but bunkers should be constructed for rsasins of
safety and not comfort ).

c, Flimsy bunker construction which makes the Lunker, once hib,
a death trap of falling beams and sandbags.

d, Erection of berms which: '

(1) Silhouette the defcnders against the sly, while the

; attacker, being lower, J:*I';es intoc the backzround,
(2) Often reduces effectivencss of auvtomntic *ruapmas which
have "plunging fire" in such situations,

(3) Make it easy, in darkness, for szppere to knm-r emctly
: where the defenders are sited.
i (4) Once sappers get to a bern, tler hove a wotectad area
| from which they can r,hrmf their charges,

e, Lbrection of high prnﬁzts in fromt of foxholes, c:bvmusly to

A reduce the digging depth, Having to shoob over the parapet

. | the firer silhouettss his head and exposes his upper body
to fire from the rear 2nd sides. In any case the loose
scil of the parapet is seldom bullet-proof,
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= =~ POCR COMMAND AND CCCRDINATICN

9. Even where effective units de exist (e.g, 124 RF co,, 913 RF co.)
their effectiveness is reduced by poocr ccrrand and coordination,
This poses no vital problen under the present scale of eneny activity
but any major NMVA intrusion would reveal fatal weakncsses, These
wecknesses are listed hereunder,

10, Absence cf direction, Tt can be stated that such control as is exer—
cised by "uang Tri Sector HQ amounts to interference in rather tha
promoticr: of sub-sector activity, In the weaker sub-sectors this
perhaps ciuses little harm but the more able district chiefils efforts
are retarded by the current set-up. Main aspects are:

&, There is little long-range plarning and such as there is
anmounts to '"window dressing", 4 typical case was the
"Protection of the 1969 rice harvest" for which there weore
high-level briefings, impressive overlays and daily reports,
In fact, on the ground, no forces re-deployed and life went
on as norral, The harvest wos protected but only because
of the generally weak cnemy situation and not because of
any laplementation of (uang Tri Sector!s plan.

be  Sector HQ appears to be over staffed, Controlling
operations are a Deputy Sector Corwander, Chief of ot~ el

Chief of Operations (all majors) and an &3 (captain), 3
is thus difficult to ascertain just who is ths coordia bor
of any particular operation.

¢, The Deputy Sector Commander tends to control particu.ify
operations directly, Whilst he is doing so no cne wversiniqe
at Sector HQ is prepored to’exercise control over oreabe
in the rest of the Province, Meanwhile, not being concerned
with the minutiae of the operation, the Deputy Sectcr
Cormnnder cannot exercise effective operational cortrol,
The result is that neither tr: cperation, nor the rest of
the sector, are under effect:vs command, Additionally the
subsector staffs in whose dis_ict the operation is
conducted are by-passed and rondsred less effective,

de Operational routine is controied by a TCC stafi who are
permitted no decision-makin:, TIn an enmergenc: whis often
leaves Vietnomese reaction ir “he hande o on aocpirant
who will do nothing until the Deputy Sectrr Lomnander
arrives on the scene.

11, Iack of follow-up. Preparatory staff work s very w1 “one but cnce
' orders are issued there is little follow-1» and 21:1.8% no direction
to subordinate commanders, Operations Perely conciuae ~- they just

tend to expire and fade awavy, ’

12. Poor Coordination :rith ABVN, While nch th: fault of Territorial Forces,
& dangerous weakness is the lack of coii-unientincg between ARVN and
Quang Tri Sector. It would be fair to say thav GQuang Tri Sector has
closcr relations with 1st Bde 5th Mech Divieion (Us), then with
st end 2nd ARVN Regiments. Examples of this rift are:
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ae Reluctance of Séctor staff to accommany advisors to ARVH
" Regimental HQ's,
b, The absence of ARVN unit representativos at Sector briefings
*  even these which are concerned with ARVN unit locations,
ce The attitude of the Carmanding Officer of 2nd ARVN Reg't
thet district chiefs north of the Cam Io River are his own
subordinates,
d, Overbearing attitudes of certain ARVN commenders towards
Territorial Forces,
e, Rcluctance by Sector to ccnsider cembined operpticns with
J units even wh{ﬂ% ﬁuggeﬁtud by advisors, /E‘he igplications
of this sitvation aPe”in“the lisht of possible futurc |
vithdrawvals. of US units.

13, Disunity of Command, ALlthough hardly a Vietnamese nonopoly, the
pregence of "private armies" with their own chain of allegiance
greatly hinders progress. Although cbviocusly this situation results
from high level policy it nevertheless greatly minirdzes effectivencss
of resocurces. Exarples are:

a&es Prresence of CIDG at Huong Hoa who report not to US or ARVN
forces surrounding their 40, but directly to Danang., The
effectiveness of Huong Hoa sub-secter RF/PI' is greatly
restricted by CIDG presence and CIDG troops, rarely cres for
good discipline, play their owvn LIDB commanders againss
district officials,

b. PSDF, being controlled by Interior Ministry officials and
not directly by Sector.

¢, RD cadre, notorious for low work level and absenteeisn,
playing their own chain of command which rarely sces them &
in the field, against the control by district chiefs, whe do,

d. National Police and NPFF have their owm cormand channels,
little understood by advisors, and are not effectively
under control of sub-sector comranders

¢, RF Company Group HQ's, aithﬂughﬁ%gy%éi under command of
the sub-scctor of location appear to deal direct to Sector
H) ( The extent varies from district to district).

WEAK DISCIPLINE AND j1ORALE
1L, The most discouraging feature of RF/PF is weak discipline. This
leads to inefficiency, idleness, and reluctance to fight, Typical
exarples, witnessed by adviscrs in the preceeding few weeks are:
as Delibercote selection, by FF, of ambush positions on trails
kncvm not to be used by VC, '
b, Moving to different night positicrs than those ordered, or
not moving at all,
¢, Failing to remnin in night ambush past midnight,
de Failure to stay awake even wnen specifically ordered to
100% alert,
e, PF platoons nelting away to their homes by day, withcut
vaintaining radioc watch, '
fo Constant umruthorized discharge of weapons.,
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PF, on being ordered to perform some duty, work at it for

a fow minutes and then walk off,

Reluctance of PF, and some RFy, to meke serious attempts to

search on operations.

Reluctance of PF to deal firmly with civilians in cordon

operations, even after receiving firm orders on the subject.

Reluctance of both RF and PF when in asmbush positions to

stand their ground in a fire-fight, even against a smaller

enciny force. (This is not tho case when a compound is attacked).

Terdency of certain RF companies when in contact in night

amoushes to:

(1) Refrain from firing small arms., : ,

(2) Merely withdraw and call down artillery on the ambush
al'Céle

RF companies, on embarking ¢n aircraft or landing ships at

conclusion of an operation, milling onto the wvehicles,

pushing aside officers, and abandoning supplies and equipment,

15 This weekness is considered to arise from the following:

e
b

Ce

ds

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

The poor control exercised by Sector (as explained previously).
An apparent disinclination to recognize commanders who per-
form znd penalize those who do not,
Apparent acceptance of slack discipline in RF/PF as the
norm. The treops of Sector HQ itself are very poorly dis-
cipled. It is noteworthy that the most soldierly-looking
RF/PF are those in our most cfficient sub-sector (Trieu Phung)E
Once again the absence of "follow-up". Most officers con-
sider that once plans are drawvn up and orders are issued,
their work has ended,
The "old soldier" complex, typicel of any army in a long
war, vhere troops consider that they "cannot be' told",
particularly by junior officcrs (aspirants) who comand
little obedience from RF scldierse
The close association of RF/PF with their locations of
duty has a weakening effect on morale as:
(1) They are subject to local and fanily pressures to the
detriment of discipline.
(2) Discipline tends to weaken much in the mammer of a US
National Guard unit in a small town, where everyone
is known to ell in civil life.
(3)When away from their familiecs they fear VO retaliation
against relatives,
(4) Vhen close to families they tend to push off and attond
to family affairs when wanted elsewhere.
(5) They have more avenues of evading work.
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g« An acute ghortage of officers (except aspirants). Most RF
companies have only one real officer and 1f he goes the
unit just collapsese
he Poor leadership on the part of emall unit commanders owing tos
(1) Stifling of initiative by superior
(2) Inadequate supervision by superiors.
(3) Knowledge that enterprise will merely bring danger
without promotion end that slackness will bring, at
worst, transfer to a non-critical (and safe) appointments

TUADEQUATE FIRE-PO4ER AND ACCESS TO FIRE-POWER

16, Whilst insignificont ogainst the preceding deficiencies mentioned,
the lack of fire povier available to RF/PF is important. It can be
argued, rightly, that increased fire-power merely encourages RF/PF
to avoid getting clese to the eneny (the M-16 progrem arouses some
fears in this direction). However it is asking much of a squad of
militia to engege an wmknown bedy of NVA, at night, with nothing
heavier than a rifle. It can also be argued that eny increase in
weaponry will find its way to compound defense and not to ambush
locations. Thig is a matter for training and is covered in Annex A

17¢ Existing deficiencies which demand remedy are:

gs A scale of claymores sufficient for each squad ambush To
eumploy at lecast one.

bse 4 belt-fed machine gun down to at least platoon level, and
preferably squads

ce JIncreased load of trip~flares.

de A massive training program in artillery fire-adjustment
procedures s

UNDEREMPLOYMENT OF EVEN PRESEIT CAFABILITIES
18, 1in spite of all the weaknesses quoted the RF/PF in Quang Tri,

without any future btraining or equipment could be capable of
greater efforte With certain notable exceptions both Sector
and Sub-sectors are reluctant to deploy resources overnight
at any distance from their HQ. Examples ares
a, Reluctance to conduct operations in the '"no mans land"
between the populated areas and the normal areas worked
in by ARVI/FUMAF units (examplcs: area west of Quang Tri
Combat Base, "Jones Creek" in Gio Linh, foothills north
of Can Lo HQ).
be Lack of smbush coverage by concentrating RF companies in
too swall an awea, The greater the strength, the more
reluctant RF commanders eppear to be to dispose it in ambush
positiong,
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Ce 4 lack of initiative in suggesting combined operations both
with FUMAF and ARVN, |

de Under-employment of Sector RF wnits which tend to be too
much of a "Palace Guardl,

e« Non-employment of the Sector mechanized platoon which
ranains in the city.

fo Failure to train, utilize or naintein existing mine-
SWeeping resocurcess

g« Too recady a desire to request US logistical support when
i ddsting Vietnanmese logistics system is quite adequate
- wope with many of these demands,

he In geaneral, a lessening of effort as a result of Quang Tri's
cunp.rativily peaceful stated

19, The above is largely due to personality causes and eonstant effort
is made by advisorg with some success, to generato activity in these
natterse Vhat is needed is a high-lecvel direction that, with reduciion
of US presence, the RF and PF will be required To shoulder greater
burderns and shoulder thenm quickly.,

PART 4

DEFICIENCILS IN ADVISORY SUPPORT OF RF/PF

GENFRAL
20es Advisory support has 4 main eteas of deficiency:
as Unbalanced assessment of RF/PF effort by mwdue concentration
on the sensational rather than normal aspects of perfommance.
be Abtanpts to influence RE/PF efficiency by piece-mesl efforts
from below rather than direction from higher HQ,
¢e The CAP program which in Quang Tri is now of questionable
value,
de The failure of the MATS progranm,

UNBALANCED ASSESSHENT
2le 1city of RE/PF performances unduly coicentrates on the
sensational victory or disaster. The reaction of senior commanders
to this type of reporting makes it clear that they are not receiving
from their staffs a balanced picture of overall capability. Fxamples:
&¢ Adulation awarded the RF in the atiack on Nhat Le, 20 July €9,
when 17 KVA were XIA, overlooked the facts that:

(1) The encny conpany venetrated deep into an area, supposcdly
aubushed by 300 RF/PF/PSDF, without detection, (and
withdrew back through the seme ares),

(2) The eneny penetrated 30 meters of barbed wire before
being detected,

(3) Claymores sited were both not fired end failed to detonste,

DIG10291/76
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(4) Bunker construction was so flinsy that roofs fell in
without having been penetrated by B-40's.

(5) The reserve mortar awrmmition was concentrated, not
under ground, and if hit would have demclished the
defenders,

be Undue pessimisn and criticism levelled ot 73 ¥1 platoon,
which broke contact and abandoned 2 advisors at Huong
Hoa on 13 June 69, Not fully appreciated was:

(1) The platoon, armed only with carbines, held its own for
"5 minutes in a fire-fight sgainst congiderably superior
_lre~pover,

(2) et only when 2 PF were I'%i. and 3 Uik, was the vithdrawal
started,

(3) The platoon leader gave the order to withdraw knowing

. that nore troops were further back,

(4) The platoon had alnost run out of armunition,

(5) That if the Vietnamese coumander gives the order to
retire then advisors who don't follow suit have only
thenselves to bleme if left behind,

22« Unbalanced assessment is alnost entirely due to:
8¢ Senior comanders reacting to events rather than concentrating
on the unspectacular normal activity,
be The bulk of reporting on field performance is done by MATS
leaders who however keen, usually lack the experience for
balanced assessment,

PIECE-FAL EFFORTS AT ADVISORY EFFORTS
23« Viethamese olficers do 1o change a system unless authorized to

do so by their seniors. It is thercforc rarcly possible for
advisors at unit level to effect reforns even in rere Cose

where their counterparts listen to advice, Yot continual dircctives
come down advisory channels as to whet IF/PF should or should not
do. Unless initiated with Vietnsnese egrecment et the level of
initiation, and paralleled with directions to the RF/PF cdown the
Vietnenese commeond chain, such directives are absolutely worthless,

R4« Junior advisors are in the invidious position of responsibility
without authority, They are directed +o produce results, cr suffer
in their careers, when those dirccting have not produced sinilar
results at their level, The Vietnamcso know this, and tend to

politely "blaclkmail" advisors into scquiescence,
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CAP PRGGRAM

RJe Without detracting from the courage of the young Mardines involved
tho CAP progran in now of doubtful value in Queng Tri, However,
it must always be borne in mind, that in contested areas, the
presence of CAP's forces the PF to comitt themselves and bresk
any truce with the VCs In a very short time there will be few such
gontested areas left in Quang Tri,

26 The de’i." ncies of the CAP presence are!
&s U.. /PT performance is, judgedon contact results (see Annex
B) considerasbly less efficient than the RF or even EF
on their owne
be Although arrival of a CAP tean inveriably produces contact
where previously a truce had prevailed, arrival of R¥
produces exacltly the same effoct,

3 ce Presence of CAPs, although obviously of oxcellent training
, value, is negated by the reduction in PF activity. The
I'F usually produce a minority of their number for activities
and nany so-called "combined" activitics arc really Marine
operations with a few PF tagging along,
de JFresence of CAPs produces problens of culture clash and
accidental casualties which mey well be doing harm to

pertieipation greater than the purely military gains being
nade > Pﬂf ;'(ir Eﬂjrl'ff-"

MATS PROGRAM

7« This appears to be the greatest failure of all comtry-wide RF/FF
progrems. It is doubtful if the combined instruction given by all
8 MATS teams in Quang Tri this year exceeds the basic training
man-hours of a single RF company at Dong Da RF/PF Training Center,
For the resources and man-power involved the progran preduces
pitifully little, The teans are useful as a monitoring and
reperting agency, to augnent the short-gtaffed District teans
and to give a US presence to remote areas (e.g. Cua Viet, Gia Dang),:
Sorte instances occur of worthwhile training being effected but
they arc fewe.

28« The couses of the failure appear Yo be:

a, Vietnanese officers just refusc to accept the fact that
they can learn anything fron rewly~connissioned officers
nost with no combat experience, |

be Being so long at war, both ARVE and RF/PF have little
appreciation of nced for re-training,

-
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cs RF/PF units have operational tasks to perform and are not
going to alter their orders to fit the training plans of
a 21 year old US lieutonant., _

de Certain teans have unfortunately not set a very good
standard of professionalism and personal conduct and as
a result MATS teans generally are poorly regarded by RF/PF
wnit cormanders, |

es Language. Most armies find difficulty in producing
satlsfactory instruction in their own language let alone
sC .zone elses,

2%e Most of MATS officers are potentially good but that cuts no ice
with Vietnamese as the MATS officers:
8s Are too young to be apprecicted in a nation that respects
afCe
b, Fither have had no combat experience in country or often
have been levied fron US units with all that any levy entails
(i.ee not the unit's best).
¢s In nany cases, through no fault of theirs, they just do
not have sufficient military Imowledge.
de It is asking too much to demand in such great quantity,
young officers who:
(1) Are naturc
(2) 4re combat experienced
(3) dre good instuctors
(4) Get on well with Vietnanese
(5) Znd cen do all this in remote arcas with 1ittle
supervision. Such people are needed clsewhere,

PART 5
PCISI3L v ARBAS FOR I FRUVL BT

30, Steps which could be teken to improve the Territorial Forces are
those!
ae Which can be effected by US.
be UWhich require US/RVN agreement at naticnal level,

31« On a US basis the following could be inmplemented:

: 8s 4fn openly stated policy of withdrawal of US assets from
those RE/FF who do not perform (provided care is taken not
to direct this against commanders who merely do not agree
with advisors). ‘

be Steps to increase the night fire-power of RE/PFlby extra
claynores, machineguns and trip-flares. | |

Coe & policy cf not roleasing a new type of equipment to the
RVNAF until the Vietnomese have first initiated a sound
policy of training in the new weapon prior to its general
issue, ‘

Gl
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de Insistenece on balanced reporting of RI/FF performence by

refraining fron wndue emphasis on the more sensational
victories or defeatss |

€s 4 pelicy that no directions on RF/PT improvement be sent
down advisory chennels unless paralleled through VN channels,.
(Thig nay already oceur but, if so, does not get down the
lower VN levels).

fe CA&P's be withdraun from pacified areas.

ge oSerious consideration be given to the future of the MATS

>AZTall

32. On a combined US/VN level the following would seem to be applicable:
ae All "private armies® (e.g. CIDG, FRU, NFFF, PSDF) be brought
- clearly into one chain of command either Sector or ARVN
Divisional,
be ARVN and Territorial Foreces rmust be forced to cooperate,
in the interest of their own survival after US troop
withdrawal,
¢e 4n exanfnation be made of the officer structure, particularly
the apparent over-steffing of HQ and under-staffing of units.
d¢ Increased junicr leader training, particularly at NCO level,
0s 4 critical examination be made of the concept of PF under
the village chief, It nay be possible to assign the PSDF
to this role (remembering that originally the PF were mmn
on the same basis as the present PSDF). The PF could then
be recruited on an RF basis (i.e. for service anywhere in
the province) sand re-~assigned, on reotation, as separate
RF platoons for village level defense, '
fo A4 nation-wide vampaign of mninizing unauthorized discharge
of weapons, supported by the most rigorous penalties.
g« 4 training progran specifically aimed ats '
(1) Night anbush techniques,
(2) Adjustment of fires,
(3) Retraining of all 81 mm rortar CIEWS :
he Consideration of the MATS progran being handed over to
Vietnamese, possibly with one US advisor with each tean,

PART 6

CONCLUSION

33« From the foregoing it could be assumed that the Quang Tri Territorial
Forces are in bad shape, This is not so, For a militia force they

are quite goods But for the opposition they may face they are
just not good enough, |

G1029176
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- 34e 1t 1s considered that the present capability is:
ae Deficient in performance when the menpower invested

(8000) is weighed 'against the current level of enemy
ﬂﬂtiﬁ.t}ri

be Ijresmiﬂg that withdrawal of FWMAY forces would result in
KVA incursions of up to conpany strength in populated
areas, inacequate to core,

ABNEXES, a te ¢
ae & ush perfornance Quarg Tri Territorial Forces
b, OSuwitary night contact results March-June 1969 3
¢s Coipapison of RF compeny contact results March-June 1969,

H,L. BELL
MAT, ALTTV
SEEIOR TERRITORIAL FORCES LDVISOR
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ANNEX A
T0 QUANG TRI FROVINCE NARRATIVE RF/PF EVALUATION OVERVIEW

AMEUSHING BY TERRITORIAL FORCES, QUANG TRI SECTOR

STATEMENT OF THE :ROBLEM,

le 4 large munber of night activities arc reported as "ambushes!, Mn
average total is about 40 platoon and 140 squad-gized "ambushes™
each night

2e 1t is obvious that the efficiency of these "ambushes" is not zood
as in Jpril 1969, for cxample:
a. Few nade contact (42 cut of approzinately 6000 "anbushes laid).
be Most of the contacts had negative or unsuccessful results (24
negative, 7 unsuccessful, 11 successful),

ALM. '
3¢ The ain of this paper is to exariine the nmethods by which Territorial
Force ambush performance nay be inproved,

e The FM 21-75 definition of an ambush is "a suprise attack from a
concealed position upon a moving or stationary target®, It is
suggested that for our usage the definition be amended to ! a
surprise attack by a force lying in wait upon a moving or temporarily
halted enemy" for the following reascns:

8s 4mbush positions at night may not necessarily be concealed,

bs 4 surprise attack on a stationary target (o.ge a company
attack on a known enemy defensive position) may not necessarily
be an ambugh,

ce The term "lying in weit" is the key to the function of an
embush ~- it is sited to await arrival and attack on cricmy
knowm or hopod to bLe entering thc sroa as' opposed to an

outpost merely designed to give early warning to its parent
unit,

FACTORS AFFECTING AMBUSH S ERFCRMANCE,
5¢ Many cmbushes, described as such, are not in fact, as:

8. They arc not sited lying in wait on an cxpected eneny but
are merely sited as listening rosts. Thess constitute
the najority of 1l FF squad "aabushes®,

B. A1l trcops are not necessorily required to be awake and

their activity ic in fact a night defensive locality
vith sentries.

DEDUCTTION,
The practice of describing such activities as anbushes should be ceased,
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6, Jmbush alertness is not always satisfactory for the following ressme:

& Porticipants are permitied To become too dorfoytable by |
being allowed o carry sleeping gear on subisheds [This
has eccured even with CAP toans present).

Y. The munber of metivitics run by some waits are sguch, that
if they were genuvinely ambushing each night, alertness
would be a physical impossibiiity., 4 man cennot lay in
ambush all night, work by day, and do this for years (ox
cven days) on ond,

DEDUCTION,
as. Specific orders must be given o prohibib carriage of sleeping
gear on mbughes,
b The nunber of activities should Be consistent with the requirenmcinte

of adequate rest.

7« JAmbush strengths and fires gre usnally inadequalte to comba®k encuy
of squad~plus strength er to completely destroy smaller enemy grooups.
The reasons aret :
as Jdbsence of an orpganit belt-fed mechine pim which can Be
sited along the ambucgh killing grotnd,
be Most units appear to only teke a proportion of their
strength on anbush e.g. mogk F¥ sguads associated with
CAPS usually nuster 2«3 nwn per sstivity.
ce Even when at full gtrength a squad cennot produce sffective
fire on the killing ground; once uembers of the sguad cre
detailed for flank and rear early warning sad sceurity.
A regular squad is able Yo overcomne this yeduced capability
by the firepower of its machineegimis end elaynovecs 4o
RF/PF squad does not possess thése equipnents. Thig applics
even nore Lo thoge units still equipped with M-F rifles
and carbinecs,

g

DEDUCTION 8. | |

a. The equipnent of %he Territorial Forces nveds additional fire-pover
if squad anbushes are %o have any hope of success.

b, Units must be dirested ¥o smploy all availlable personnel ¢n ambushes,
If the requirement for adequate rest or other duties provent full
attendance at an activity, then the number ef activities should be
reduced to that which can bs effectively exccubed.
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8. Training in ambush teckhniques is deficient, Some examples ares
8. Reor protection is often not considered. (This may result
fron the inadequate strength of squad mmbushes not having
ren to spere for rear security). '
be There is often ro method of interconramication and the
anbush conmanders soretines wolk up ond down to insure
alertness of thelr troopeg, and hove to talk to alert the
anbush to an enemy approachs 4 simple sgystem of cord
" gimals does not seen to be a local technigue.
Ce L-ere is too nuch reliance on indirect fire and hand-
held illuninations. The former is too slow for ambush
" use, the sccond gives away the cononderis locoticns &
.cormand detonated trip-flare is the best but its use in
anbushes does not arpear to be wvidely knouns
de Checks of pcrsonnel to remove smoking gear, sleeping equip-
ment and noisy gear , do not anpear to be normal,
e. Jnmbushes continue to return by their outward route and o
occupy the same positions night after night

DEDUCTTON .

There is a qaquiria-ment to re-train RF/:F in sinple anbush techniquess:

CONCILUSIONS. 7
9, The following appcar to ba 'bhta* steps nﬂccsaary to improving the

ultuﬂtiﬂni
; a4 Clorify with Sector as to the definition of an anbush,and
correctly define night activities,
~ be Upgrade efficiency by reducing the nuaber of activities to
thoso which can be nounted at full strength and kept fully
- awake.
ce Inmprove fire~pover by instruction in the use of, and supply
- of; trip-~flares and claymores,
ds Inprove ambush ypreparations, particularly the checking of
equipnent prior to movenents
ees Oonduct training ainming at disseninating ambush techniques
dovn to sguad level, and on-the~ground checking to see
that the training has been obsorbedi
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ANNEX B
NIGHT BONDADTS MANSH foto
(73 S S QINERS (Bb, PEOF,ERD)

Fumber of contacts 59 '55
% of activitiese " X
thal had contact 2,0% o4 2%
Sucecnsfid 12 18 10 3
Yot successful 15 2 7 2
o results 32 17 26 i
Eneny kia 21 %2 18 Z
. wpns 17 26 0 3
FriendlyKI. 18(8uane) 6 3 1
WIA 52(2@ ) 19 24 8
wpiis Jost 8 6 3
Cips RT ens 17 wpns == 18 'KIXQ US) 52WIA (20 US)
RT/PF 60 ene 36 wpns - 9 KI4 43 WIA
RF enly 42 eng 20 wpns ~- 6 KIA 19 Wi4
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RF Co #
121 (good)
122 -(gﬂﬂﬂ).
123 (good)
12/, (£65Y)
145 (SE5%)
151 (fair)
152 (good)
256 (poor)
350 (fair)
459 (poor)
560 (poor)
911 (poor)
912 (poor)
913 (g¥8&Y
914 (good)
915 (goot)
KO cqﬂucﬁ

#* On 2 negat
with SAF
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2

1
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148, 174, 127,
1vVe col

ANNEX G

UI‘ESUCC .

¥

ol
FR g B L
Ll S

1

= -

2

RF CONTACTS MARCH-JUNE 1969

/ 125, 246, 149, 2729 cos, -
‘tacts, nerely called extillery without engaging

CAS. WPLS,
7 & |
6 2
2 1

10 N
2
2 -

3 2
5 2
- 2 3
8 5
7 4
3 1

KIa A ypis,
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Annaex F 40 AATT
- Report - Augz 69

Operations

lo General. DBecause of the proposed relocation of the 4th US Div
nearer the coast 1 FFV have designated the following AO's for 2 MSF until
at least Cct 69.

BEN HET AO - 1 Bn
DUC LAP AO ~ 2 Bns or if possible 3 Bns.

Both the 1st and 2nd Bns will be deployed in the DUC-LAP AO for
this period. -

2e Ist Bn. Deployed in the Ben-=Het AO from the 23 Jul to 12 Aug. The
first mission was the recovery of a body (Capt GRBEEN), this was completed on
30 Jul, The Bn then moved into a new AO for the remainder of the period to

¥ search for enemy arty posns. The attached map shows & road built by NVANC
vhich despite all the arty and air strikes during the BEN HET operations is
st1ll in relzatively good condition. Two arty bunkers located were undamaged.
They were approx 15x15x7ft high with 3%/1‘.:&, overhead being built:. into a
ridge itself directly off the road,

3 Results of Training at MSF Training Centre : An-Khe. I can only
estimate the value to the Bn of the retraining period at the MSF Trg Centre
as I had not been with them previcusly nor have any other members who are
actually in the field now. However the absentee rate for the coperation was
very low and they finished still reasonably fresh.

Lo Generally their movement, security and protection were good during
the operation. Some aspects such as river and obstacle crossings do need
a @efinite improvement.

54 212 Coy (containing VHSF Commanders). A separate report, I
submitted to the CO 2USF, and which has been forwarded to the Comd Coy B
5th SFG is attached.

lza 3 BEXY DOL

AXTTV

% Map not attached.
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Attachment to
AmnmexX -

to AATTV Report — Aug 69

DEPARTYENT OF PHE ARIY
DETACHENT B=20
COMPAIY B, 5TH SPECIAL FCORCES GiOUP (AIRBRNE), IST SPECIAL FORCES
' APO 96318

AVGB-SFB-SF 19 August 1969

SUBJECT: Performance of the 212 MSF Company on Operation Ben Het AO from
23 July 1969 to 18 August 1569,

THRU ¢ Commanding Officer
Det B-2, Co B, 5th SFGA, Ist SF
APO 96318
TO: Commanding Officer
Co B, 5th SFGA, Ist SF,
APO 96318
To General. The overall performance of the company during the operation

was satisfactory, but is still inconclusive as there were no enemy contacts.

2o Organization. The LLDB assigned are adequate for control down to
Platoon Leader level with additionally one (1) medic and the company headquarters,
They showed, particularly at platoon level, enthusiasm and good control. The
Company Corumander has been advised to do more himself and if possible integrate
himself more into the company.

36 Cormunications. From Battalion Headquarters to Company Headguarters no
problems existed, bult some changes for the next operation will be brought in:

a, Radio set for LLDB Battalion Commander on the alternate frequency,
be Placement of an interpreter in the Company Headquarters,

¢ce Placement of an ARVN FO party with the company and also an ARVI
Artillery LNO at the FSCC.

Lo Protection. Aspects of this were brought to the Company Commender's
attention throughout the operation. These included:

a, Short Halbts -~ The Company Commander tended to move up to the
Battalion Commander at every short halt, with the result of overcrowding
in that location.

ﬂti/e
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b, Bunching - Both on the move at obstacles and at short halts the
company tended to loose their flank protection,

C. Night location -~ More coordination was needed at the platoon level
to prevent gaps in the depth portion of the night perimeter and
overcrowding around the company headcuarters. This was pointed out
and improved during the operation,

e Patrollinz. This was the major subject which must be improved:

a@s During the first phase of the operation (recovery of Captain Green's
b:_:d;,r) my ple:m was for 212 company to form a base and screen west of the
given locations, 211 company had a similiar task to the northwest, The
screen was provided, but unfortunately to the east. On this occcasion
tlr_le battalion commander declined to accompany me on the patrol, This
hindered communications.

bo Due to time out/in and the company tracks crossed by the other
companies during two one (1) dey patrols in phase two (search for rosd
and enemy artlif.lery positions), I am not convinced the task as given
vas fully carried out. The patrol routes submitted on return show the
task as completed., However s the company commander himself did not £0
on the patrol on the second occasion,

WILLIAM J. BRYDON
Major, AATTV
CO, Ist MSF Bn
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HQ AATTV

Reference

General

Te

Southeast of Duc-Lap A®Camp.

: DUC XUYEN

Annex {§ %o AATTV
Report - Aug 69

Pleiku
23 Aug 69

REPGRT BY CAPT ROJE Ol OPERATION CONDUCTED
Bf 2Bl ZISFC 3 AUG - 22 AUG

1: 50000

The battalion conducted & search and destroy operation in an AO

The operation was aimed against suspected enemy

troop movenents and caches both of which had been previously encountered by

2o

Duration.

Tne actual dates of time on the ground in the AOwere 5 Aug -

19 Aug; the remainder of the time was spent waiting for aircraft at Ban-ie~Thuot,

30

e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Strength. The average for the operation was :
AATTYV 3
USASF 9
CIDG 330
VIISF 3
(LLDB)

sunmary of Contacts. Five contacts were made during the operation.

ae 06 1130 hrs. A two platoon patrol from 222 Coy encountered a
HVA squad 300m from the fire base at GX 00069 . Both sides withdrew
after initial contact; results MSF 6 WIA NVA,unknown,

b 08 0415 hrs. An unknown enemy group were fired on by a standing
patrol from 223 Coy. The enemy withdrew immediately and a sweep of
the area in the morning found complete web and rucksack equipment=-both
were heavily bloodstainsd, A blood trail was followed which led to

a discarded pair of bloodstained trousers. Results. MOF nil, Snemy

1 WIA. GR 021697,

ces /2
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ce 09 1300 hrs. 221 Coy contacted an estimated WA squad at Gt
029699. The enemy broke contact when 221 Coy immediately assaulted
their position. Results ISF nil, NVA nil.

de 15 1830 hrs. 222 Coy contacted three NYA on company perimeter at
GR 092697. The enemy withdrew at 1930 hrs the friendly position
received 12x60mm mortar rounds at a distance of 200m from the perimeter.
Results MSF nil. NVA nil.,

eo 16 1600 hrs. A platoon ambush from 222 Coy contacted INVA at GR
085681. Results MSF nil NVA 1 KIA.

Do Concept of Operation. The three companies moved independently to
search the valley and foothills in the area bounded by GR 0273, 0208, 1070,

1073. The companies remained within reasonable reaction distance most of the
time with the exception of 222 Coy on the South side who were at limes completely
separate. It was intended to move south into the next valley but time did not
allow this. 223 and 221 Coys concentraled on ambush while 222 Coy moved at a
faster rate and employed platoon patrols up to 2000m.

Summary

6, Although the resulis are not cutstanding the operation was successful
in that the Montagnards improved to a marked degree. It appeared they felt “at
home" in an area where the enemy were in squad size groups and were unwilling

to make sustained contact. Support available, with the exception of the movement
into and out of the AU, was good. It is still my opinion that this unit
requires further training. There is an eight day period scheduled after the next
operation which should raise the standard.

Capt ROJE -
AATTV
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Annex 1 Yo AATTV
Keport - Aug 69

REPCRT BY 102 T F MALOIE — RVNAF ARMCR SCHOOQL
20 JUL 70 _20 AUG 69

1o Since my last report there has been no courses completed but two (2)
additional Cav Sgns have commenced training., The 1 / 17 Cav troop will complete
their training on Friday 22 Aug, they will then move to operational area in

I CT’2. Until the beginning of this phase, training moved at a rather slow rate,
however at present it is flowing smoothly.

2 A range practice for 76mm, 107rmm mortar, 82mm mortar, 106mm RCL,

57 ECL, .50 and .30 cal HG was conducted in the 1 ATF area on the 24 Jul and
again on the 14 Aug. These were highly successful and great credit must go to
the operations section of 1ATF for their help and co-operation. The firing
rance at Trang-Bom is still under construction and it is hoped to be used for
the next shoot on the 28 Aug.

3. In conclusion after recent discussions Senior Advisor/CO AATTV, the-
gdvisory effort is again flowing smoothly and the senior advisor is putting
some good ideas into operation, this is going to be much easier when the
staff advisor (Capt) arrives, the posting of whom has been approved by higher
commande.

(T .F. MALONE)
HO2
AATTV
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A% ' Ann=x | ‘to AATTV
? o Report — Aug 69
AATTV IV CTZ
Can-Tho
931-2308
Aug 69
Commanding Officer
ANTTV
Saigon
EXTRACI'S FROM MCNTHLY REPCRT — IV CTZ
AUGUST 1969
General
Te During the early part of the month general enemy activity remained

at a low level. Infiltration reports continued to be received from agents
operating along the Cambodian border. The majority of these reports located
VC units, usually battalion size, in Base Area 704 moving from easlt to west,
Indications are that the majority of these troops are liVa.

20 The mid-portion of the month saw a marked increased in enemy activity.
This followed the normal monthly thigh point" pattern except that the number

of incidents, was lower than in previous months. Conssrvation of force tactics
employing indirect fire attacks and harassing fire were prevalent in the recent
high peint. The number of road interdictions; primarily on Highway 4, rose
appreciably.

30 The IV Corps G-2 estimate concerning the locations of the elemeunts
of the 273rd Regiment is as follows: It is felt that the 10th Battalion
moved from the Seven Mountains to Kien-Giang Province and was followed by
the 9th and '‘6th Battalions. . The 10th and $th Battalions subsequently pushed
through to an area south of Rach-Gia city. The Sth Battalion probably
returned to the Three Sisters lountains. The 7th Battalion along with the
Regimental HQ is still in the Seven licuntains area and will remain until the
8th Battalion has completed its infiltration into the U-iiinh Forest area.

be Agent reports continue to indicate a large unidentified unit, composed
mostly of VA, moving south from lo=-Co lMountain (Cambodia) towards the Ca~Hang
base area adjacent to Chau-Doc City. Scattered unconfirmed reports in the past
six weeks have indicated the possible presence of elements of the 1st VA
Division in Cambodia near Base Area 704,

A. HARKNESS
Ma jor
Senior Advisor
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