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PART 1

COVERING LETTER

Referenctg No........ 5 . ....c.cciiviiniipy

To: OIC, Military History Section, AHQ.

1. I enclose Commanders Diary (AF C2118) (Adapted)
as indicated at Part 2.

2. Please return receipt below

301 4 v Appointment .00 161 (Indep). Recce Flt
,_,,7 (OC Unit or senior staff officer)
I/\ -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

PART 2

SECRET

ORIGINAL Strike out where
DUPLICATE not_applicable

COMMANDERS DIARY

OF

Unit or Formation ... 161 .. INDEPENDENT). RECONNATISSANCE. FLIGHT.........
To....31 Octebexr 1966 . . .

From . .1 Octeber 1966, . ... ...
INDEX

Narrative (AF C 2118)
ANNEXES

A My oficer’s Bk B B u . = & @ =" Y = B Dok D 05
*B Meiagescomnetted with legs: = & & @& @& O @i to .
€ Operation orders and instpuctions issued = 2 ™ = g Gl to .
P Operation orders and instructions feceived = 2= T Golewe Cor o
"N SEmopigge $ B s o F e 9 929002 B9 RS OO o
F Orders of battle and location reports issued = = e
G Intelligence reports and summaries issued; appreciations made @ ... to .
H Administrative orders and instructions issued =~~~ = Ll T i
I  Administrative orders and instructions received = e g
J  Administrative reports and bulletins; ammunition returns; field strength
iumh < . RN e EH A EE 5 e s LSO to .
* K Standing orders issued . to .
L Commander’s policy and demi-official letters to .
M Actionreports (if requiwed) -~ ** ¥ 5 5 S I 2 [E BE 0 aesidl. B
N Other papers, eg, maps and diagrams, air photos, reports from sub umits  ......... o ..
O Periodical summaries of operations ., .. I G 0 ..
Z Top Secret Supplementary Diary T NIL /
P Automatic Rebroadcast from Cessna Aircraft ;%g;ﬁ;d t%
* Only to be included during operations.
t Cross out whichever is not applicable. . P S p

AF C 2119 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

Enclosure Numbers

RCDIG1029463



PART 3
COMMANDERS DIARIES
INSTRUCTIONS

AIM

1. The aim of a Commanders Diary is to provide data on which to base future improvements in Army
training, equipment, organization and administration, and to furnish historians with a record of the activities of
units and formations in operational and nunﬂperanﬂnal periods in peace and in war.

GENERAL

2. Entries are to be made daily on AF C2118 (Adapted) each entry being initialled by the officer
detailed to keep it.

3. Commanders Diaries will conform with the rules for drafting orders given in “Staff Duties (Australia)”,
Chapter 2, Section 12.

RESPONSIBILITY
During Non-operational Periods
4, A Commanders Diary is to be compiled by commanders of all formations.

During Operational Periods (1)
A A Commanders Diary is to be compiled in duplicate by: .

a. Commanders of all formations.
b. Each branch of the staff at formation headquarters commanded by a brigadier or above.

¢. Heads of services not below the rank of lieutenant colonel.
d. Personal staffs and officers holding special appointments.

e. Unit commanders.

f. Commanders of a detachment of a unit when so ordered.

COMPILATION

6. Both original and duplicate copies are to consist of:
a. Cover (AF C2119) (Adapted).
b. Index as printed on cover.
¢. Narrative (AF C2118) (Adapted).
d. Aannexes as shown in the Index.

T All details of the unit or formation (if a detachment is concerned, the name of the parent unit), period
covered and enclosure numbers of the annexes are to be shown on the cover. If there has been a change of
command since the last report, the date of assumption by the new commanding officer is to be included.

8. The annexes are to be assembled in the groups shown on the cover. If there are no enclosures for
an annex NIL will be entered on the cover. If additional annexes are convenient for a particular headquarters.
starting at B.

for operations form Annex “Z”, “TOP SECRET
the document. It is to be prepared and disposed of as

TENTS

ies as well as map references), establishment, equipment

id orders given.
the day’s fighting, including company movements.
mmander with regard to equipment, tactics, organization

¥

otential importance.

to officers, men and equipment.

ipment captured.

employed in the time not accounted for. The type of

s and to save work as much information as possible is to
uments issued and received, routine returns, etc. All
1 and the time of receipt or despatch is to be given.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m ; 5
the annexes, but need not give a precis of any of them.

v —_
RN 45 (continued on back cover)

| 8\l Oexr v )
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DISPOSAL

13.  Original Commander’s Diary. This is to be forwarded monthly, unless otherwise ordered, by the
seventh day of the succeeding month direct to AHQ.

14. Duplicate Commander’s Diary. This must be clearly marked as a duplicate. It is to be sent
separately from the original to AHQ one month after the original has been daapatched but not before the
former has been acknowledged.

15.  When overseas, both copies of diaries are to be sent through the Army Records organization in the
overseas theatre but at different times.

16. TOP SECRET Supplementary Diaries.

a. The documents referred to in Paragraph 9 together with a list of them made out on AF C 2118
(Ada ) must be placed in separate cover (AF C2119) (Adapted). All details must be filled in
and the cover clearly marked in red: “ANNEX Z — OFFICER ONLY“ It may be convenient to

group the papers by appendices.

b. Supplementary diaries must be forwarded under the normal rules for TOP SECRET
correspondence, to AHQ. The inner envelope must be plainly marked:

TOP SECRET

ANNEX Z to
Commanders Diary of...............ccccooiiiiiiiiiireeeciiiiicieeeeeeeveenee. ... (Formation or Unit)
From .. - IEEN . e .. (Dates)

¢. The duplicate su Iamantary diaries must be daapatchad as shown in Paragraph 14 as soon as
receipt of the original been acknowledged.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m
RO\ A

| 8\\| Ot o)
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF-C 2119 (Adapted).

MONTH AND YEAR .. OCTOBER 1966 ..

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)
Revised Jun, 1965

UNIT/FORMATIONL61 (Indep). P~ace Flt

SECRET

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

lllllll

REFERENCE MAP COMMANDING OFFICER Maj.. D.G DufI®

----------------------
...........

I
|

Place and grid

reference Time

Date

Annex letter and

Event or information
enclosure number

..“1mﬁut.66-._

n

..............................................

... FW & RW Operatiens in suppert ef Operatien "GROWS NEST " cencluded. this day

JFW. & BW.QOperatiens in. suppert. .ef Qperatien. '"CROWS NEST" .and HQ. 1 ATF. ... oo

..............................................
..............................................

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

----------------------------------------------

.............................................. )
L. R
i 5 ]
.............................................. I N e O 1 |

.............................................

------------------

.............................................

...........................................................................................

..............................................

......................................................................

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

..............................................................................................

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------

..............................................
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.| FW & RW Oper

....%__by--2_13!11'1..2L'I:..R_H-.Asmﬁ-in..auppcrt..nfuﬁ..RAR“ﬂBmllpad..angineurcugh.ruming..and...a-.a&wrer--

......................
.....................
llllllllllllllllllllll

.l.& five minute illuminatien. sheet.

...................................................................................................................................................

atiens in suppert ef HQ 1 ATF

" " i " n

FW & BW. QOperatiens .in. suppert. ef Qperatien "CAVBERRA" and HQ .1l ATF... SIOUX.Al-394. flewn . |...........

| N

--------------------------------------------

.49.308774... 2Lt ASKEW ferced landed the aircraft en.a. narrew.read and by way .ef skilful | . ...

.|..£1ying prevented further damage te his aiwxeraft.. . The aircraft was recevered hy.a US Arvmy. . ...

B4 TR T T O | e S L e

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

FW.& RW.Operatiens.in. suppert.ef.Operagtien. "CANBERRA" and HQ. 1. ATF....12845.W02..C..J. CAMPRRLL
2412004 .1/Bdx. F. P DONNELLY. and. 1410406 L/Cpl. R B QLIPHANT returned. frem.detachment.at
KANGAROQC CONTROL HQ.1L..
A98=045. flew a night visuwal recennaisance. ever.the seuthern. secter. ef. .l ATF TOAR frem....

v I
072350 = H until 080220 H... A suspected enemy was.lit. by.the.guns.ef. 101. Fd. Bty firing

--------------------------------------------------

Fo.....25621 Maj. k.G DOYLE. and 37498 .Capt. J.T. WRIGHT. flying. CESSNA .

.............................................

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

.............................................

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF-C 2119

(Adapted).

MONTH AND YEAR OCTOBER.1966... . ...

SECRET

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

REFERENCE MAP  FPHOUC TUY PROVINCE

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

UNIT/FORMATION 161 (Indep) Recce Flt

COMMANDING OFFICER Maj.L .G DuYLE. ...

Place and grid
reference

Date

Time

Event or information

Annex letter and
enclosure number

--------------------------------

..............................................

...........................................

..............................................

.............................................

..............................................

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

..............................................

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------

..............................................

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

-----------------------------------------------

......................

.....................

-------------------------

..................

.........................

lllllllllllllllllllllllll
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.......................

.....................

......................

|||||||||||||||||||||

----------------------

......................

1111111111111111111111

----------------------

| SOUTH of PHU MY YS 253745 while in suppert ef 5 RAR en Operatien "CANBEBRA".. 2Lt DAVIES.

flewn by 19991 2Lt W DAVIES crashed and was. tetally. destreyed. en ROUTE 15,. 2.5 miles . .

was. serieusly injured and has suspected gunshet. weunds.. . A ceurt. ef inguiry has. been

convened by Cemd 1 ATF. The wreckage. of Al-395 was. recevered. te the Flight's VUNG TAU ..

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

17631 Pte E R POTTER and 3787071 Pte. B.J WALLACE detached. te.KANGAROO CONTROL.HB.1.ATF....

JFW. & RW. Operatioens.in. suppert. of Operatien.'ROBYN" and HQ.L.ATF. . ....ooiiiiiiinn.

" L " n n " n " n i "

........................................................................................................................................... ....213017..2Lt. R W.ASKEW....

----------

fired. the. guns of a US Naval Vessel off the.ceast. near LONG HAI YS 4449.....310513.W02

JW_& BV Operatiens in suppert. ef Operatien "ROBYN" and HQ L. ATE . . ...iiiiiiiieiiisieieeeiiinieaans

................................................. "QUEANEEY

FiWl & EW Operatiens. in suppert. ef Operatien "CANBERRA" cencluded this. . day.. . SIOUX Al=395. . . ...

...............................................

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

..............................................

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

flying SIOUX. Al=404. flew. in. suppert. eof Prevince. Farces. carrying a.lUS Nawval.ebserver whe..| ..o,

----------------------------------------------

DUCEWORTH. attached. from HQ ATV for. ./ QN Gubies. Lo B8 K. ..o ieeiiseieessseesnsesessenssesssensserd|asssassesnsnnnsssssnsnsaeessnsesntsessassssnes

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

--------------------------------------------

Ps.Enclosure ).

|

flew centinueus. rebreadeasst in--suppert-ef--Operatien

CESSNA'!s . .A98-045..and- “5-98"061%'1? Coy—275/65—S5m v

--------------------------------------------
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF-C 2119 (Adapted).

SECHRET

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)
Revised Jun, 1965 =

UNIT/FORMATION 161 (Indep).Recce Flt.

REFERENCE MAP PHUOC TUY PROVINGE . . ... COMMANDING OFFICERMaj L G LuyIE =

Place and grid
reference Date

Event or information

Annex letter and
enclosure number

............................................

G2
=
b
(o=
-
-3
o
0
#
O
O

------------------------------------------------------

................................................................

..................................................................

.....................................................................

---------------------------------------------

......................................................................

----------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

.........................................................................................

..................................................................

......................................................................
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L MQUEANBEYAN" frem 0245 hrs $ill 2035 bhrs,..This was the first successful prelenged radie |...........

....................

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

----------------------

llllllllllllllllllllll

----------------------

.....................

---------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

.......................

......................

| was_ sent te HQ 1 ATF and interested units (copy attached). 2Lt R W.ASKEW flying SIOUX

.|Captain D RAW DFC, AFG Deputy Cemmander RAAF Vietnam. ...

rebreadcast. eperatien meunted by the Flight.. A preliminsry repert written. by .0C FW Sec..

Al oWl BWE O s e e e £ B L W TN

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

---------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- - @ ..,."+'11-rr+"',1.L_JJ1..,.,++.|.|._.gpaa----.na.-.llllll.al.lllll|.-|llllllllrllllll-lI1IIIIl-IrIIII‘-1-1‘“-ll"F-r‘l-i-‘l1-:ll'F++1"'f+“l""'ll‘—-i--ﬁ-l+“‘ EEFa AR FE AR R AR - L S B FEF AR R R AER TN EEE

BARRON flying SIOUX Al-404 evacuated ene casualty. ...

FW & RW Operatiens in suppert eof Operatien "QUEANBEYAN" and HQ 1 ATF., TFlight parade held ... ... ...

-------------------------------------------------

fer presentatien ef Leng Service and Geed Cenduct Medal te 1684 Sgt R A L NEW by Greup . |,

" " i " " " " " " . " 17631 Pte E R POTTER

B A EE AR

returned frem detachment with KANGAROO CONTROL HQ L AT o iiseesssssesssssiemsii oo evessesesee e ses e ess e een e enes

FW._& BW Operatiens. in. suppert.ef Operatien. "QUEANBEYAN" and HQ. 1 ATF, . 1200008 2Lt C J . | ..

1 BP Coy—275/65—55m SECRET
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GRET AF - C 2118 (Adapted)
This form is to be enclosd with the COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE Revied o, 1965 |

annexes in AF -C2119 (Adapted). UNH/FORMATIONJ.&;.,(Indep),,,naqaa.ﬂg .....

MONTH AND YEAR. .. OCTOBER.1966....... REFERENCE MAPFPHUOC TUY PROVINCGE .. .. . COMMANDING OFFICER. Maj L G DOYIE . .

Annex letter and

Place and grid Date Time Event or information enclosure number

reference

25 Oct 66 | | BARRON flying SIOUX Al-404 evacuated ene casualty. 17695 2Lt R S RICH returned te

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
...............................................

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
..............................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................
..................................................

26 ™ | | PW & RW Operatiens in suppert ef Operatien "QUEANEEYAN" concluded this day. 2412004

.............................................

----------------------------------------------

......................... L I SR P B o W e g L o Ee b T S o OO S AP UESURCS | | SSRGS P SO !

.............................................. an m 4 TR B ek OE AR BEDDOEE R TR R . s e s R A SR R SRR A a2 e AR S  S £
................................ 29 w f  lw. m W oW omo W oW W 3787247 Tpr QL SELL detached te KANGAROO

..............................................

............................................................................................ RT3 BEE bt
.............................................. 30 m | | 7W & RW Operatiens in suppert ef HQ L ATF 58680 2Lt R D GOLDSPINK flying SIOUX Al=394 | ..

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

o BN O s A ol OV radie equipment. . . ...
.............................................. B3P | TN & TN Opoxatimms In mupDext 8L BQ L BLE . g

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
------------------------------------------

...........................................................................................

rE BT R R R s SR E S EdE RN E L EEE amEEERTES S R e m - FERdERA R PR A AR R R R

...............................................................................................
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. . - Annex P to Comuwanders

/ Diaxy

1. At the conclusion of the first day of OPERATION QUERNBEYAN. OC FW
Sec 161 '(_Imiap) Recce F1t was directed to prepare a report on the ua; of
this Unit's CESSNA aireraft as airbome automatic radio rebroadeast stations

in support of 5 RAR,

- From reports received so far this first use of this technique in

1 ATF wes highly successful. However, a number of important lessons were
leared and a more oomplete investigation of the technique is now om hand.
The primary aim of this investigation will be %o evolve a standard operating
procedure for future operations.

3. Attention is drawvn to paragraphs 13 and 14 of the report. The
technique is expensive in aircraft hours and this cost will need to be
considered in relation to the operational requirement.

4. As CESSNA aireraft are withdram for mandatory 1200 hour (E) ser-
vicings from 15 Nov 66 onwards, the ability %o mount continuous n‘ﬁmidnast
missions will be restricted by airoraft availability (two airoraf on line),
hours available and unscheduled unserviceabilities.

5. ~ The recommendation of the report can be implemented for rebroad-
cast missions.
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1; Atomatic rebroadcast on 1 A'F command net voice was carried out
fixed wing airxcraft of 161 (Indep) Recce F1t on 48 Oct ﬁMopmJof
Operation QUERTBEYAN,.

Aln

2, . Tho aim of this report is %o sot out the manner in which this task was
carried out, together with somo relevant gencral points concerning the
empleynent and operation of aircraft for this PUrpose.

i e

3. Zinings The original bid was for an aireraft with robroadcast
facility to bo on station from 0300 hrs to 1200 hrs, 98 Oct 66, This was
later extended until 2815 hrs,.

4. m %ﬁ% Aircraft wore on station fram O.ﬁ;'} wntil 2845 hrs, a
period of 17 10> mins, bBut in order to ensurs eontirmous 'Gpﬂ:'&ti.;n,
shangeover between aireraft was effectod on the flyline. This necessitated

e a minimum 15 mim overlap between each sortis. Total hours flowm weres

8 A98-043 10 hrs 50 mins
b.  A98-063 9 hre 45 mins - _

5e 0 All fixed wing seetion pilots, plus $ho OC, flow sorties
during 8 tasks Individual totals woros ) ; ;

s

Day
iﬂtmm 3 hre 50 nins “
* SCOTT 3 hrs 25 mins 5 mins
| 2Lt GUIVARRA! 3 hre 30 mins i
- 2Lt SALEON 30 mins 5 hrs 10 mins

6; The rebroadcast systom used consisted of 2 x AN/PRC 25 sots, linkod
H retransmission cablc Kit 456/G. Aerials wore unit ﬂmmfmmad'ﬁ- wave
exible rods, coupled to the spring basc of the 892/FRC 25,

'f; The equimment was mounted in the aft luggnge corpartment, whore holes
have been drilled in the aircraft skin to facilitate oxtornal a;rhl nmounting.

Alreraft Oporation

8. C Each airoraft was manned by a pilot plus a signallor from

164 ( Rocce Flt Dot 103 Sig Sqns The signallor was necossaxy for
m:lgh:lﬁuﬂm;; ufT;ehe rebroadcast equipment, which ie positioned out

() P 8 reac signaller proved invaluable in main 1lis

ing watoh on an AN/PRC 25 set. , ' o tm-+

lilllllili;Wl 9
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9 Confisuration Rear secats wore removed so that the eguipment could
be easily reached for adjustment. No excessive trim changes were encountered

when the signaller proceeded to the rear of the aircraft to adjust the a
rebroadcast equipment. e

0.  Use of Adrcraft Radios
8. AH/'PB:C_M(W-IE) - monitoring 5 RAR command nets

1:& PIR 170 (UHF = AM) - KANGAROO CONTROL for artillery information

¢e While not necessary on this occasion, it should be noted that
the rebroadcast aircraft is in an ideal position to provide radio
relay on the unit command net through the aircraft AN/ARC 44 VHF - FM
radio set, In this oonnection, units should be aware that for

- satisfactory working the ground station must have its squelch turmed
%0 the “ON" position.

11  Elyline pijots selectod their own flylines in positions whioh gave
best communications at the time, All were within the area bounded by
Y82574, 3474, 2560 and 3460, Heights flown varied betweon 2000 £t AISL and
5500 £t ABL, with the average being 4500ft.

12, Weather No difficulty was experienced through bad weather oconditions
except for a period of about 15 minutes, when a series of heavy rain showers
forced one aircraft to operate at 2000 £t in the area of NUI NGHE, ¥YS 3972

Capability for 1 d Re cast tio

13; The following table gives an indication of the cost of prolonged
rebroadcast operations, in airoraft and vilot hours:

T NPT ET o [N
ot iom | wmp [sm [ fom
19 hrs X0

Average Pilot
Hours ' |
6 hrs 35 9 hrs 40
5 Pilots : '
(1e incl oOC) 5hrs 15 | 7 hre 40 |10 hre 25

-4 Pilots
44, From the table it is obvious thats

15 hrs 30

a-; After 48 hours five pilots are necessarys

De If the operation is longer than 24 hours, no other tasks could be
guarantoeds and :

o; In the present state of servicing, ie proximity of YE" mioiﬁg.
it would be inadvisable to plan on rebroadcast in excess of 24 hours.

15. The CESSNA 180 can only be operated under instrument meteorological
conditions in an emergency, since it is singlo engined, and einoc low load
factors preclude operation within cumulus build-ups, where severe turbulence
maybe experienced. Therefore when widespread and prolonged bad weather
conditions exist, operation in the rebroadcast role may not be possible,

Mmuly at night,

Airorsft Bndurance
16.  The following table sets out fuel used against time and power settings:
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Fuel Used | Consumption §
hrs 35| 38 gals 1046 gal/nr |

8.3 gal/hr
8.6 gal/hr
T+ gal/hr

Power Setting

e
043

17 Cessna Handbook (AAP 975) gives the following r:l.gurﬁa:

FT o e
5000° 2650 1bs | 20" /2200 RPM 8.7 gal/hr
5000 | 2900 1bs | 20"/2200 RPM 9.6 gal/hr

% This figure caloulated to allow sgne reserves as in previous figure.

18. lhw this task aircraft operated at take—off AUW between 2650 1bs and
Bogommendations

19, In view of the results obtained it is recommended that for missions of
this nature, when height and power setting are specifically briefed, safe

mhm;nadtofmhmmmaﬁmmeanmtofmhmw
ninutes,
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