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PART 1

COVERING LETTER ..~ s«

Referenc& -No........5.........cooivieiilz

To: OIC, Military History Section, AHQ.

1. I enclose Commanders Diary (AF C2118) (Adapted)

as indicated at Part 2.

2. Please return receipt below.

(Signature) .. s

FL i R e et — SRR -
(OC Unit or senior staff officer)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

.
F

----------------------------------------

o : s '-‘*"‘szﬁnf"' » e TR

Y =% AF C2119 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1963

R

SECRET

] Strike out where

ORIGINAL
BUPLICATE

COMMANDERS DIARY

OF

not cable

Unit or Formation .1st. BATTALION,. ROYAL. AUSTRALIAN. REGIMENT.............

From... 1 JUNE. 1968.....co . To.......30 . JUNE.1968 ........%.......
INDEX
Narrative (AF C 2118) Enclosure Numbers
ANNEXES | _
* A Duty officer’s log SHE.. 10 8. %...
SN Mésases comngiied With lgg» = & & @& & O | ke o 2.8
C Operation orders and instructions issued e iTilers GO Pug A
D Operation orders and instructions received = = = G IO
P R Shengigugt  $0BE g REeEe 0 @ 200 B9 0 RAx.. 0 ..
¥ Orférs of battle and-locatiomsepoftsdssued ~ @ == B & aBigen to .
G Intelligence reports and summaries issued; appreciations made @ =~ ... to .
H Administrative orders and instructions issued - =~ e to .
I  Administrative orders and instructions received o IO v
J  Administrative reports and bulletins; ammunition returns; field strength
returns ol VR R
* K Standing orders issued Al - SO
L Commander’s policy and demi-official letters o B s
M Achomreparts (if roquired) ~ “ Y 2 3 & I 2 RE O£5 0 H4H B 0 ...
N Other papers, eg, maps and diagrams, air photos, reports from sub units ... .. 0 .. 9
O  Periodical summaries of operations = = =  © 5 desigeses to ..
Z Top Secret Supplementary Diary T NIL |
t RETAINED
 Despatched to
* Only to be included during operations.
T Cross out whichever is not applicable. o N DTl S
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PART 3
COMMANDERS DIARIES
’ INSTRUCTIONS

AIM

1. The aim of a Commanders Diary is to provide data on which to base future improvements in Army
training, equipment, organization and administration, and to furnish historians with a record of the activities of
units and formations in operational and non-operational periods in peace and in war.

GENERAL
2 Entries are to be made daily on AF C2118 (Adapted) each entry being initialled by the officer
detailed to keep it.

3 Commanders Diaries will conform with the rules for drafting orders given in “Staff Duties (Australia)”,
Chapter 2, Section 12.

RESPONSIBILITY
During Non-operational Periods
4. A Commanders Diary is to be compiled by commanders of all formations.

During Operational Periods (1)
8 A Commanders Diary is to be compiled in duplicate by:

a. Commanders of all formations.

b. Each branch of the staff at formation headquarters commanded by a brigadier or above.
Heads of services not below the rank of lieutenant colonel.

c. .
d. Personal staffs and officers holding special appointments. =
e. Unit commanders.
f. Commanders of a detachment of a unit when so ordered.
COMPILATION
6. Both original and duplicate copies are to consist of:
a. Cover (AF C2119) (Adapted).
b. Index as printed on cover.
¢. Narrative (AF C2118) (Adapted).
d. Annexes as shown in the Index.
7 All details of the unit or formation (if a detachment is concerned, the name of the parent unit), period
covered and enclosure numbers of the annexes are to be shown on the cover. If there has been a change of
command since the last report, the date of assumption by the new commanding officer is to be included.
8. The annexes are to be assembled in the groups shown on the cover. If there are no enclosures for
an annex NIL will be entered on the cover. If additional annexes are convenient for a particular headquarters.
the relevant papers should be eranmed ~~ ~==-= - starting at B.
for operations form Annex “Z”, “TOP SECRET
the document. It is to be prepared and disposed of as
TENTS
»s as well as map references), establishment, equipment
1 orders given.
1e day’s fighting, including company movements.
ymander with regard to equipment, tactics, organization
tential importance.
y officers, men and equipment.
yment captured.
smployed in the time not accounted for. The type of
and to save work as much information as possible is to
aments issued and received, routine returns, etc. All
1 and the time of receipt or despatch is to be given.
1 BP Coy—274/65—55m
he annexes, but need not give a precis of any of them.
fcal;ﬁnued on back cover) '
i
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DISPOSAL

13.  Original Commander’s Diary. This is to be forwarded monthly, unless otherwise ordered, by the
seventh day of the succeeding month direct to AHQ.

14.  Duplicate Commander’s Diary. This must be clearly marked as a duplicate. It is to be sent

separately from the original to AHQ one month after the original has been despatched but not before the
former has been acknowledged.

15.  When overseas, both copies of diaries are to be sent through the Army Records organization in the
overseas theatre but at different times.

16. TOP SECRET Supplementary Diaries.

a. The documents referred to in Paragraph 9 together with a list of them made out on AF C 2118
(Adatgted) must be placed in separate cover (AF C 2119) (Adapted). All details must be filled in
and the cover clearly marked in red: “ANNEX Z — OFFICER ONLY”. It may be convenient to

group the papers by appendices.

b. Supplementary diaries must be forwarded under the normal rules for TOP SECRET
correspondence, to AHQ. The inner envelope must be plainly marked:

TOP SECRET

ANNEX Z to
Commanders Diary of.............cc.cccooeevveecviiicciieee e ... (FOrmation or Unit)
O L e e o L D e (Dates)

¢. The duplicate supplementary diaries must be despatched as shown in Paragraph 14 as soon as-__
receipt of the original has been acknowledged.

1 BP Coy—174/65—55m
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF-C 2119 (Adapted).

CON TANDERS DIARY NARR [(IVE

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

UNIT/FORMATION..... .1 RAR i,
MONTH AND YEAR _ June 1968 REFBRENCE MAP..............ociiciiiiiosiommmorintom e COMMANDING OFFICER:t Col P.H. BENNETT
Place and grid e s Event or information o elhoge
______________________________________________ Lo, .90 .| 5B0oy cerried out recce in force with 1 Tp C Sqn in erea XT 9431 end IT 9531, Other coys . = . =
........................................................................ MR VARG OUL RORRL POVEOLABIEE . .. st b B U OB~ L s, o)
............................................. 2 Jun 0730 |%e 1720: .C Coy with 2 Tp C Soqn & 1 Tp A Sqn carried out RIF in area XT 9629. Other coys |patrolled locally.
.......... XT.963291.......|.2Jwm | 1200 | C Coy discovered in the ares of their comtect of 30 May, 5 NVA bodies, 1 RPG 2 lsuncher =
__________________________________________________________________________ to 1400 | with rkt, 1 AK.47 end 1 AK,50, The asrea hed been hit heavily by air end arty =nd tunnels =~
........................................................................... were ceved in -s well as bunkers. The M6O lost in 30 May contect was recovered,
.............................................. 3 Jun ..0750....| . %0 1800z 1 Pl petrolled in srea XT 4529. Other coys hed pl size ptls out. No contectd
.................................................. 3.dun . ALt ReM, UTTING merched out to 1 ARU end wes repleced by Lt M.W, BARRETT who merched | ==~
.............................................................................................. o s ST [ o O RS e S e Sy S SRR 0 ) Ao BRI
.............................................. 4.dun... ... .0700.. % 1800:. Pl sized ptls operated to the north, east, south eest and north west. . ... [
................................................. 4. Jun 1120.......| . Orders. wvere. issued for the sbandonment. of FSPB CORAL and return %o NUI DAT. ... .ol
.............................................. 5 Jun .0700......[50.1800z... P1 sized ptls opsrsted. in. the north, east, south esst. and north weste.
.................................................. 6.Jun.....|..0800....|t0.1530:. Air move, by CH 47,.0f 1. RAR less B Coy to NUI DAT wes. carried oubte . . . .
.............................................. 6. Jun.....|..3400.... B Coy sacorked resr parky. road conway 10 BEAR GATa. ... ooooooiiosesisstvosonessostiossisseiomassiossossssntbiii
................................................... BEE......| .. .. O I S s sl i A R o b lh o o e S
............................................ 7.Jun 1825 ...&..raquaat,,frnm..TF...t,u.,know.-haw..man;gr,.days..tha..Bn,.hz»_d..bﬁﬂnhin,.cnuntz;ruma..renaived....,.TF..._....
......................................................................................... .wag..told 60 deys. total with 44 deys. in the fielde . . ...
7. Jun 1717 .4 RAR's Ops Offr rang and later. discussed future TAOR ptls and ops with the Bn Ops Offry

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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This form is to be enclosed with the

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)
annexes in AF -C 2119 (Adapted). COD.L..J.[A.NDERS DIARY NARRJ:; I‘IVE Revised Jun, 1965

.....................................................

MONTH AND YEAR . June 1968 BEFERENCE MAP..............oo oo ioiiiss oo COMMANDING OFFICER'? 001 FoHe BENNETT
-~ Date Time Event or information e ol
........... NUIDAT .| .8Jun | 1100 | The Right Homoursble John Gortom, Prime Minister of Australia visited the TF and the Bng . . ..
.............................................. A ..where he inspected a Guerd of Homour comprising of 20 men from sll coys snd 10 men from| ..~
............................................. ol » _Bn HQe_ The GO _introduced the Ops Offr, 2IC, Adjt, plus sme of the coy's CSMs end WOs |
...................................................................... | Yo .the PM. A display of wpns ceptured at CORAL set up in fromt of the Int Seet was ... [ ... ...
......................................................................................... _inspectode.. In the PM's party. there was: Mrs Gorton, The Aust Ambasssador to Vietnemend| ...
......................................................................................... .his wife, the PM!'s secretery, Commanding Offr AFV Gen MacDonald, Brig RaL. Hughes .. ... .| ...
____________________________________________________________________________________________ Commending Offr 1 ATF, Vietnemese dignatsries snd Government leaders, as wellas some .. . | ... ... .. .
.......................................................................................... laaﬂmgm;mpam‘rmrt-era.
........ i e s ke e i e it b | . AT LOREA. M. sanpraimlatol on BN raasiving BB BN s
................................................. NN oSSRy oL TR A R SRR R T R B SREIIER L e s senspinens n esap amavpans susswlbannens ke b a e i e
............................................... 081400 to .|Sect sized ptl- from B and C Coys operated to the north, north west and north easte s 77¢4 . .. . ..
.............................................. IR G D R VN - R b e i e i e i A kR
............................................ 9. Jan ... _...1.@0..,1;0..?EDGMG..1....Ptla,fmm.Sp,.anﬂ,.ﬁ.ﬂay..nparat.ad.‘iFL:-mmhhi&offﬁﬂﬁ..-aﬁ..appmx_m&.iiq..ﬁﬂm..u.............,,
........ LO6TO6 |9 Jum | 1440 ... | PEL. from . Sp..Coy hed .radio.difienlties with. redio. when they. .could transmit but not recedve.. ...
...................................................................... SRS [ WO |~ B T T R E R R W TR B SRR RSN § o SIS SORRUR NN NSO - (R DIRTIOR . |
---------- A56TOR oo |G JR e ROOT Ptl.11A. reported .20 . .rounds .SA. autometic. fire .at 3400 mils end 1000.=.2000 Me. ...,
e e A R 9. dun .| Cpl He WHITESIDE, sect comd with the ptl reported movement 50 m from his posn. Nothing
............................................. .l \ TR D N, 1 RN s R e b O e A e L I
¢ 1 BP Coy—275/65—55m |
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF —C 2119 (Adapted).

CON._IANDERS DIARY NARR..ITVE

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

MONTH AND YEAR .. June 1968 . . . BEPERENCE MDD COMMANDING OFFICEREE Col P.H. BENNETT

g Date Time Event or information e g
.............................................. .9 Jun. . | 2137 |Heressing HE mor fire was reported at 20 sec intervals 600 - 1000 m in fromt of ptl's | .. ... . ...
............................................. o] DB 10 208 1000 yore fived, Nolhing Durther WOB. TOPOFSORe . ... .......coosiommn il
.............................................. Ao Jum.... . .. . 1018 |30 Informed The B of 8 YIRIS By S0 P nomlmms G e .. . e ennssses s snensesssnnesssdhesessessonssnenessrensraneremnc s oA
.............................................. 300w, 13000 .D..Gox,,mpnrbad,,ahnt.s,-.fnm,H%--LO.HG_.,pmsing..nmr,‘and-.in_.frm...nf;,Hira..__‘m..'Pl..nlmm..m.-uith.......‘.........................”....
................................................................... nothing to. report. . Later they came accross. 3 ARVN soldiers from and old RF post being . | ...
.................................................................... .ranmtruuted_,at_.42'1653-.uhn..had..auliax..firnd..thair..wpna...]in..narﬂa..me..ahacked.nith.mm.,“--,“i..,,..,,.....,,..........‘...........
............................................................................................ Ptls continued patralling north sask and morth womt whbh WER.. ...
.................................................. 1. Jun .| . 0930 .. .| Bn was warned for future operation TOAN THANG. .II (Complete Vietor¥)e ... .ol
......... 0 E s Sl L L TS | PRl . L Dt T R LGN RO A e e L SRR (U I 1 RN SOR N PR NN 5
........................................................................................... Morning recce. revealed . FSPB DUSTER was unsuitable for eeeupations ...l
.............................................. 12.Jun.....|. PM.. .. . 10O went on enother recce to. find a suiteble FSPB. . ...
.............................................. 12.Jun ..1800.......|CO.returned . to NUL DAT.. A suitsble new FSPB .was found st GR 0914 and nick-nemed KIAMA . ..| o,
.............................................. gy W e RN T Tl KRS B SR S TR S (U - NSNEDUITE T S USSR S SURRNIIR| U0 GUNUURIN ) 5 il )
.............................................. 13.Jun......|..0700. ... | Flpsont. So FSPB KLAMA. commenac Wilh G Coy B0 SORUIE O Be . s sessfreseesesesessissninss st s o s bs o b SRR
................................................. 13..Jun...,....|. .1200.......| The lest flight of five slicks. conteining D Coy HQ and elma of 10 Pl was diverted to. .. . . | . ..
............................................. .| secure srea.for recovery.of injured pers. sand gunship... (No deteils of this move, other . | ...
...................................................................... oo then. initisl. intention were made. aval.to.the Bn.until. just.prior. .to.D.Coy.elms.reaching. | ...
................................ PR it v S 0 NS N ¢ MR RN e R SR A e T Mo e e P ) RO R

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF-C 2119 (Adapted). .

COM /ANDERS DIARY NARR. TIVE

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)
Revised Jun, 1965

UNIT/FORMATION. . LRAR e

MONTH AND YEAR . . June 1968 REFERENCE MAP. . . COMMANDING OFFICERL% Gol P.H, BENNETT

Fock. ana g Date Time Event or information [ ke =
... FSPBRINMA .| 13Jum | PM | A, B and C Coys commenced ops; A Coy in A0 1, B Coy in AQ 2 and C Coy prepared defg at/ ==~~~
.............................................. o). | FSPB KIAMA, D Coy remeined close to the LZ awaiting the arrivel of DCoyHQ, .«
............................................. 13 Jun | 1830 | Remainder of D Coy arrived at KIAMA, o
___________________________________________________ i TR R R R B W SR N U S L) R U, SN
........... YT 106195 ... L. dm o g T L | R S | o R (ool | SO, ) [ NS S NN A | X
........... . L e B L L T LT ATV r VO
e 094145 (KTAMA). | A3 Jum . | ...l BN SO . e R o S - SR o REINI Te | SR il e
........... G e Rk s 1 TSR AT L f g T I L SR PR R e ST car DT
.......... oo B S L SN O o I S O e W S el BT G R « (SRR AORR,
.............................................. 14 Jun._ | 0800 | Coys continued search ops in their respective AOs. The ARVN range was used for 106mm | .~~~
____________________________________________________________________________________________ RCL even though clearance had been given for use by our pblSe . . . . . . e
........... QOTTAR............ocooonsens oo DR ... R100. . | B Goy Sound and GORSROYRE 000 B0 BIPE CLAFMOTMN. ...............oocoionmsiniissinessiessass s st ok sesissis sexsissossssssasesshusssaniomn ssassasssssnssatosssnsss oo il
........... 1381570 A dan | 1430 | B Coy . detained a2 woman suspecte. . She was flown out to 1 ATF for passing to Nationel . | ...
........................................................................................... .RPolice for questioning...She was lster cleared by Natiomal Polie®e ... ...,
........... 194N dmm ] A G0y 0 oe..... Qbber ni Joss . weres B Coy 138157, .4.F1.132155:;.C.Coy FSPREKTAMA, 8. PY......[........
........................................... RN Y R TR T S ORI e LU R ST SRR,
_____________________________________________ I|‘I5.'I1.:u::|u emsmsssangsssramart] oo T RO IIIRBE OE BB ..o omommsossssv s mmsss s sass i er s E oA eSS SH A S s i S S s s
.............................................. 10 - D ,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF-C 2119

(Adapted).

MONTH AND YEAR .. June 1968

CON._{ANDERS DIARY NARR..[IIVE

UNIT/FORMATION

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

..............................................

COMMANDING OFFICERt Col P.H. BEINETT .

Place and grid
reference

Date

Time

Annex letter and
enclosure number

..............................................

--------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------

--------

----------------------------------------------

..............................................

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

.......

......................................................................

....................................................................

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

...................... C.Coy KIAMA, 8 P1 1171573 D.Coy 066157, 10 P1 078164, 12 P1 063160s . ... ..l
...................... GRSk Inuall DOANEDINE 0. SONIE B i e i 55 s e e s s e
AR15...... . 11 PL disvoverod an o3 Donker OB GReWL BEOBBRA . ... .. .o ot e siss s sss s sene L0 IR T
2000....... 22 0L dinnown il v 5 BEL. 0 TRNEE R SR DRI it s e s s R s e
171Q........| Two. suspected VC went to ground when POSSUM flew over.. Nothing was reported on . ... .. .. | ..
..................... et T R R | O I SR W T | ATE RSN 15 SR S S
...................... N1 loss:. A Goy YT 11419%,.1.P1 120197,.2 P1.113205;. B.Coy. 149146, 4 FL.1331585, 0.P) ...l
...................... 1501393.C. Coy. KIAMA,.. 8. P1 117136;.D.Cay. .066157,. 10.P1.080169,..12 PL.063168a............coooovovoo oo
...................... DL SO BREEN IR ROE BN i s D i e bt e A S AN 5 2 AR 4
|- 6.P1 found.two women. and. 3.children.at YT 153137... They were interrogsted, cleared and . | ...
...................... heabed.. The g hall DR . SMEERRE DBBBBBE. ... ..co o boomirnas vooseisssomsesioinsssnss iosssarssn st ssbssswons irassassndasiislonss sesmpeanscrurs 3 asmssnssansbnsrasd
ARRD. 12 71 Tomnd tresks whioh had boon uabd. 10 L0 I 2L BEBs.............cumiunnsainnr R s e R T S
ALLS........| 4. children. walked..inteo. B..Coy. base. looking. far..a.woman,...It. could. heve.been. the woman. ...l ..,
_____________________ removed  earlier in -the week for interrogetions - The ehildren were removed by.air.to.thelf. ...
...................... Lo T ARt 1 IR o O R I e 2 | e AN BORE S SC AL o o MR U S st N S R B e IS e |

1 BP Coy—275/65—55m
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..............................................

----------------------------------------------
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF—-C 2119 (Adapted).

MONTH AND YEAR

-----------------------

..................

COMN TANDERS DIARY NARR..TIVE

REFERENCE MAP

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

----------------------------------------------

Place and grid
reference

Annex letter and
enclosure number

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

..............................................

..............................................

nnnnnnnnnnn

----------------------------------------------

.............................................

---------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

------------------------
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lllllllllllllllllllll

---------------------

----------------------

......................

----------------------

1111111111111111111111

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
............................................................................................................................................................................
11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

...............................................................................................................................................................................

21581533 C . Coy KIAMA, 7 P1 118155;..D Coy 063167,.10 P1 077159,.11.F1 0571585 . SAS ptls.
TR o MR e 0 i SR N L 0 W o SRR St LU kol e
..Normal coy activity took plsce during the day... 9 Fl eonld not recce ni ambush posn.. ...
..Auring dey.due.to.large numbers.of eciviliensg in the Ared...........o..
..Hi'.lana,:....,&..G,uy,.‘IT,, 113186,..1..P1.120196,..2.P1.105184;.... B. Coy. . 147146, 6.P1.1341513...C_Coy
_KIAVA, 8 P1 083144,.9.P1 118155;...D.Coy.063167,..10. P1 081170, .11.P1 056154, .12 . P1..............
JBECHYES .. SIS . pRID TABDOR Sull JETMBE, ... coorovssoiensssnonssindns mims b s s £ bR PSR Ao AR s e g5
.A.PF. body. wes reported.on.the road.. Al Asssssination.Squed had killed 3 FF. .soldiers. in

..this. loec while waiting . to. mmbugh.the. THIEN.TAN Hamlet.Chief,.. .. The. sgqued . supposedly........

..............................................

..............................................

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

..............................................

..moved. south towerds.D.Coy.. . Ares was swept.. by .D.Coy with nophing to.meport.......oo o
..Normal. activity. took.place. .in.the remainder.of .the AQs. - -The Ops Offr -mede a Liaison. ... |
.. ¥isit.to..the. TAM. PHU Sub Sector HQe ----.cccovvnenne T T R s NP ) V| V0 WA - W a3 (e d | O CSSSRan, o5, R A S et =

1 BP Coy—275/65—55m
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF-C 2119 (Adapted).

COM ANDERS DIARY NARR. IIVE

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

UNIT/FORMATION.... 1 ™R
MONTH AND YEAR.... June 1968 REFERENCE MAP...............i COMMANDING OFFICER't Col P.H, BEINETT
oy Date Time Event or information ANna Stter aae
.............................................. 20 Jun | .. _....../| There wes no significent chenge in eny ni locs except one SAS ptl at YT 148098 moved $o| .~~~
N T e A e R o PR T W R sl i) ol 5 SRS SR O R o O
.............................................. 21 Jun | 0100 to| 0300: Ni VR POSSUM reported being fired on from the ground with .50 cel Mi. Investigation
........................................................................ shnmﬂth&tthefirﬂmsfrﬂmFSPBDUSTERﬂnagroundt&sk-
................................................... 21 Jun Normel coy activity agein took plece during the day. ... .
................................................... meF14DDUrderswreiﬂsuedfnrrad@loymentnnEBJun-
SN e G il et S | 1506.....]. 4 Pl sew 3 people in greens at 300 m range. Follow revesled nothing. They could heve | ... . . .
....................................................................... DI MBI ... i o B L e i e e i o
........... 119201 Rl dun ] 211201 3. F1 was in contect - ambush was. sprung. .Sweep next morning revealed nothing, . . | o
................................................... aLAMR.... | i ARCMS A Coy IT 111198, 1. F1 112207, .3 1. 1192013 B Coy 13715, A P Y435, 82 .0 ...~ ‘&
............................................................................................ 1331643.C Coy KIAMA, 7 P1 082144, 8 P1 1161593 D Coy 067159, 11 P1 077163, 12.P1 05715935 .
............................................................................................... oA o SR R Tt s PN RIS | USSR L 0]

_____ 22.Jun...| ... Normal searsh activity wes cerri ed out during the day with no significent reportse. . . .| .
.............................................. BN . SO0 A Coy YT 115196, . P1 114192, 2. P2 114198;. B Gy 137088, 4. P1L 3145, 6 PL.. )
................................................................... 1321555 C.Coy KIAMA, 7 P1 .082144;..D. Cay 080157, 12 P1.070158;...SAS. .ptls. no.chmgee. ...} .ccccoo.......
.............................................. . o Y ..D,,G,Qy:..mumd.hy“ﬂ.l?ﬂa_.to“.&ﬂ..A.......Dnﬁ.-ﬂ&c:t-..ﬂ;ﬂ.,B.H}a..and.nne..a&ct,,nf..mnr:ﬂ..me..unﬂer..np..cun...._..........H...”.,,,,.,..,.1.....,,,.........
....................................................................... WGP S SRR AN ANERI I RO PRI LS USRS R IONL . 2T RS | DAV S ——

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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- . _ AF - C 2118 (Adapted)
iy gy g o COM ANDERS DIARY NARR. [IVE ne S
. UNEL/PORMATION ... ......oomrvmisecosortosnmasssitabsorssassss
MONTH AND YEAR.... .. June 1968 .. . . REOEREINEE MAP ... o teicirsinossibomstseones YA | COMMANDING OFFICERLt Col P.H. BENNETT
- Date Time Event or information e b
.......... YT 152147 .| .23 Jun | 1500 | 5 Pl sighted two people dressed in blue. Follow up revealed nothign, ... . .| ...~
............................................. .23 Jun | 2130 | 6 rds from Thei arty streddlec D Coy HQ end D Coy Sp Sect despite negegtive ground . [ ..~~~ °
.................................................. cleurancabeinggiwn- .
.............................................. AT e | N J0ees A Goy YT 115196, .2 P1 109183, 3 P1 1191975 B Coy 158156, 4 PX 1431453 .C Cox . | i
.............................................. II...,.--...--...--..._._.Em,..f!.._r’l...0.&2_1.44,...9._314__711.'111.54;_._1;!.,693_1330.85,*__1__1__._1?_1,..13199..3;...1.2..1?1...‘Imﬂ&z,..ﬁp“s.miz___._
....................... PR ER  S e o e s, TR AE N, RS VL o ST M N | RS ML e e ]
............................................ .24 .Jun...| 0800 te/.1000;:. . The redeployment.of G Coy. into AQ.1. and A Coy. into AQ 2 by hel was carried oubte | ... ... .
ha e T L T, SR ...Nnrmal..a&arnh.,activ.ityn.Ham‘_nn.c.urin'g,,in-.tha.._nthar,,,cﬂw.-.i....1..,,,,,,-..._...,..,,,...,-,,... ..............................................................................
......................................................................................... Hi.deess:. A Coy YT 134166, 1. P1.135170,.3 PL. 1331745 . B Coy 1551584, 6 PL AGTILS, . 6. BL .. Lo oiieiieoesios s
..................................................................... .160167;.. C.Coy..112188,..8. P1.109187,..9.P1.116177;3...D.Coy.147083,..11. P1 15808735 .SAS. ptL8 .. |0,
.............................................. S sAe i‘.1‘151'38‘1:.n,:::ti'1;«".’.'?'1(1.:’3..;
.......... 161153 .26 Jum ... |...0930......|.. 4. P1 found an old dug-in. VC. cemp which had.been unoccupied. .for. et least.a.monthe. ..ol
................................................... 25.dmm..... ..o N Jowm2.. A Coy YT 135177, 1.21 128175,.2 P1 1411835 . B oy 155184, 5. PL 16813y BPL .. ....cooovociernrssisinsonicccnoiniatosh
........................................................................................... ..,1.61173;-.,-G_..Gu;r...‘tﬂa.‘lﬁ‘?f,..7..21..1.1.219.1,..8..E1..096189.;.....D..Cn;r..16,‘2.'{132,...10..1-‘!1..1.59636,“.1.1,.P1.....-.“-
.............................................................................................. AT OEE DR - TBRTBRE ... G TR 0 e R IBIB rsoriFens i bsntontantennno o iuone ooifsnsvan sonsaumimessontinns BT S
............................................. 26 Jun .Normal gearch.activity wes. carried ont. sith Bolhing. B0 . ZODOIha. ..o fasosssssasssasssis sissossbonsmiis asiamsr il
______________________________________________ .....26.Jun ..,Hi.lnc;:.....ﬂ..C.uy..IT..‘1351.?7,...2..PL..1.34137,..3..}‘!1..1271771;-“.+B.Cugy-+“1.§5:154,r.51,Pl.;'.'lﬁ."}'.1.26,.......m....._
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: | CONFIDENTTAL
AVNEX C [T AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES
1 RAR FWD
FSPB CORAL

ity Jun 68

CONFIRMATORY NOTES TO CO'S ORDERS
TSSUED 031301 JUN 68

Reference: A, 1 ATF Fragl 8 to Op0 19/68.
Time zone referred to in these orders: HOTEL.

5 Situation.

8. Inemy Forces.

(1) % appears that enemy forces have pulled back to the east
of A0 BONDI and AO NEWPORT, under pressure of ground, air and
artillery strikes. 7 NVA Dlv 1s probably regaining its combat .
strength from infiltration groups., There are no indications
that 7 NVA Div, which possesses the capability to mount a
regimental attack by night against either FSPB BALMORAL or CORAL,
intend to do so in the immediate future,

(2) Enemy losses in AO SURFERS to 031200H Jun 68 are as

follows:
KTA gac) - 237 NVA
KI4 (poss)- 56 enemy
PW - 12 (1 VC, 11 NVA)
Detainee - 1

Hoi Chanh - 1 NVA

Weapons - Crew Served - 35
Individual - 94

b, Friendly Forces.
(1) No US battalion will relieve 1 ATF in FSPB CORAL.

(2) 3 RAR is to move by air from FSPB BAIMORAL 4o NUI DAT on
2 Jun., A deception flight plan to FSPB CORAL has been requested.

(3) C Sqn 1 Armd Regt is to move to NUI DAT on 5/6 Jun.

(4) A Sqn 3 Cav Regt is to provide escorts for convoys moving
between FSPB CORAL and NUI DAT, and is to secure and clear the

road between FSPB CORAL and TAH’UYEH’untll the rear party convoy
is out,

c., Atts and Dets. No change except:

(1) 1 Tp C Sqn 1 Armd Regt reverted to C Sgn 1 Armd Regt
command at 040800H J‘Lm.

(2) 1 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Regt reverts to A Sgn 3 Cav Regt
command AM 6 Jun.

(3) 102 Fd Bty remains in direct Euppnrt until AM 5 Jun when
it flys out to NUI DAT. . 161 Fd Bty then becomes direct support

battery.
- i (4) Fngrs less B Coy mini team revert to 1 Fd Sqn commend at
060800H Jun. ! :
» ; 2,

CONF

!
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(5) 3 RAR Mor Pl comes under command from 051000H Jun until
arrival NUI DAT.

- Mission., 1 RAR is to return to NUI DAT on 6 Jun by air.
3. Execution,

a. Gen Outline. Three: coys and Bn HQ return by air on 6 Jun.
One coy escorts rear party convoy from FSPB CORAL to NUI DAT on

6/7 Jun.
b. A Cov,

(‘l) Grouping. No change except mini team returns to 1 Fd
Sgn at 060800H Jun,

(2) Task, First coy to fly out on 6 Jun.
: P
e e R
c. B Coy.
(1) Grouping,
(a) Under op con of A ogn 3 Cav Regt i'rr::.\lm 061400H Jun,
(b) Engr mini team remains under comd.
(2) Tagk., Provide escort for rear party comvoy, under op con
of A Sgn 3 Cav Regt, on move from FSPB CORAL to NUI DAT on 6/7

Jun 68. Detailed orders for convoy duties to be issued by 0C
A Sgn 3 Cav Regt on 5 Jun,

d, C Coy.

(1} Grouping., No change except engr nini team reverts to
1 Pd Sgn at 06080CH Jun.

(2) Tasks,
(a) Last coy to fly out on 6 Jun.
(b) Secure Lz MICKEY MOUSE until fly out complete.

e. D Coy.

(1) Grouping. No change except engr mini team reverts to
1 Fd Sgn at 060800H Jun,

(2) Task. Second coy to fly out on 6 Jun.

f. Moxr F1.

(1) Grouping, 3 RAR Mor P1 (-) plus 4 mor APCs under comd
from 051C00H to 061230H Jun,

(2) Task. Remain in action at FSPE CORAL until 061200H Jun.
Fire support then to be provided by 3 RAR Mor Pl until departure
of rear party convoy at 061400H,

g. Lslt Pnr Pl.
(1) Grouping. No change.
(2) Tasgks.

(a) Fly out with A Coy. |

/3.

co ENTTAL
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(b) Be prepared to destroy unserviceable ammo on
morning 6 Jun,

(c) Prepare MICKEY MOUSE Pad for simultaneous use by
3 CH4Ts by 051800H Jun,

h, Atk PI,

(1) Grouping. No change.
(2) Task. Fly out with Bn HQ.

i. Bn Limison Team, To be flown from LONG BINH to FSFB CORAL
under 1 ATF arrangements at 061100H Jun. Fly out with Bn HQ.

- 1 Tp A Sgn 3 Cav Regt, Revert to A Sqn 3 Cav Regt command on
ANl 6 Jun 68, Provide a scct for each flank of A Coy on ni 5/6 Jun.

k, 102 ¥d Bty. Bty (less BC,.FO parties and rear party) fly out
to NUL DAT on 5 Jun.

1, Arty.
(1) 161 Fa Bty remain in support FSPB CORAL till 061000H Jun.

(2) 4 Bty 2/35 Arty (US) provide fire support from TAN UYEN
from 060930H,

me 1 Ip 1 Fd Sgn. Bngrs, less B Coy mini team, revert to 1 Fd Sgn
command at 060800H Jun,

N. A1y
(1) Movement details included in air plamning table
(2) LFT on call during air extraction. C/S to be advised.

(3) POSSUM tasks for AM 6 Jun to be advised. On standby for
nove of CO to NUI DAT from 061230H Jun.

0. Coordinating Instructions,

(1) Pre-planning and Recce. All coys are to plan and recce down
to sect level for the dismantling of field defences and prepar-
ation for fly out on AM 6 Jun. Sects are to be allotted definito
tasks, to ensure maximum destruction of defences on AM 6 Jun.

(2) Field Defences.

(a) No reduction until first light 6 Jun, except Bn HQ
wire to be dismantled 5 Jun, -

(b) Tin, timber and pickets are tc be salvaged for fly
out. Wire is to be buried in CPs and pits.

(3) Routine 6 Jun. Bveryone is to be shaved, fed and packed
ready for movement by 06060CH Jun. No fires before 061100H Jun.

(4) Standing Patrols. Each coy is to provide two standing

ptls from stand-down AM 6 Jun until 45 minutes before fly out.
S>tanding ptls are to be 500 metres out from the perimeter wire,

/4.
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(5) Oxder of Fly-out.

A Coy (inel Aslt Pnr P1)
D Coy

Bn HQ

Atk P1

Moxr F1

C Coy (inel PZ con)

(6) Air Plgggggé Table. Issued separately.

(7) Pz. MICKEY MOUSE., To be marked "M" with markeT pancls
by PZ con, | ;.

(8) LZ. KANGAROO, Arranged by 1 RAR rear.

(9) PZ Control., AQM and operator. To attend air coord
conference with final numbers (incl Bn Liaison Team) at HQ
1 ATF at 041500H Jun,

4. Administration and Logistics.

&, Amno,

(1) 300 rd HE and 10 rd Illum to be on line 1 RAR Mor Pl on
ni 5/6 Jun. To be expended on H and I tasks 060300H Jun.

3 RELR Mor P1 to hold 400 rd HE on mor APCs from ni 5/5 Jun,
Remainder mor ammo to echelon by 051800H Jun.,

(2) 106 RCL ammo ready for collection by echélon with
equipnents by 060800H Jun,

(3) Coy second line ammo (incl excess 90mm RCL ammo) to be
aval for pick up by echelon vehicle by 060700H Jun.

B, WEn L

(1) 106mm RCLs ready for pick up by echelon vehicle by 060800H
Jun., ki

(2) 90mm RCL to be carried out with coys on fly out.

e, Ipt.

(1) Echelon to organise a vehicle to coy localities as follows:

Bn HQ, & and D Coys - O6070CH Jun.
B and C Coys - 060800H Jun.

(2) Bn CP is to be advised details of timber, tin and pickets
to be transported to NUI DAT by 041500H Jun. Pick up details
to be advised.

(3) Tpt from KANGAROO to Bn lines to be arranged by Bn 2IC.

d. Bulldozer Tasks. Coys are.to advise bulldozer tasks to Bn CP
by 041500H Jun. - o

e. Vater.
(1) Anticipate very limited weter issues 5 and 6 Jun.

(2) Containers to Ba carried by coys on fly-out 6 Jun.

/5.
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D Command and Signals,
| a. Bn HQ.

(1) CO to fly out by POSSUM at 061300H, V/ill remain over-
head until fly out complete,

(2) Bn HQ fly out prior to last coy (C Coy) move.
b. Radio,

PZ control: C/S 6, -
Fly out freq: Admin/Air 36.70,

(P,H, BENNETT)

Lt Col
CO
Authentication: !.-""'/’ﬁ.ﬂ_@;
(P. DAVIES)
Capt
Adjt
Distribution:
L CGF'
B Coy
C Coy
D Coy
A Ech (3)
CP (2)
Cco
AQM |
Ops Offr

1 RAR (Reaxr) (2)
A Sgn 3 Cav Regt
1 ATF (2)

TFMA (2)

File

Comd's Diary (%)
Spare (2)

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIRMATORY NOTES TO 00'S ORDERS ISSUED 21 JUN 68

Reference 1 RAR Op0 6/ 68 of 120930 Jun 68,
Time zone used throughout this order: HOTEHEL.

s 5 Situation

a. HEn Forces

(1) Intelligence reports indicate that 141 Regt are possibly -
10,000 metres to the NORTH EAST of AO BIRDSVILLE.

(2) Any major threat to SAIGON is thought to be from the NORTI.

(3) 5 VC Div are located in War Zone D and could possibly move
SOUTH to reinforce the en around SAIGON.

b Friandlx Forces

(1) 199 Bde vacates 40 BIRDSVILLE on PM 23 Jun and moves to Sou
South and West of SAICON.

(2) 9 Div continues operations to the South of A0 BIRDSVILLE.

(3) 1 ATF becomes responsible for rocket, mor and ground defence

of LONG BINH/BIEN HOA in AO BIRDSVILLE (complete) at 231200H Junm.
1 ATF HQ moves to LONG BINH on 23 Jun.

(4) 4 RAR assumes responsibility for Western half AQO BIRDSVILLE
on 231200H Jun, and will operate with a fire support base at
CONCORD and Bn HQ and oncCoy South of the DONG NAI River, and
three Coys North of the river.

Ce Attsaand Dets

(1) $AS ptls revert to 1 ATF Comd at 231000H Jun.
(2) TACP reverts to 1 ATF Comd at 231000H Jun.

2e Mission. 1 RAR is to continue current operation in AQO BIRDSVILLE
with adjusted AO from 230800H Jun.

3. _E_xec_u.‘biﬂn

a. General OQutline
(1) 140 4 is reallocated to 4 RAR.
(2) One Coy moves to AC 5.

(3) AO 2 and 3 are combined and divided into Bast and West
sectors with a Coy in each.

(4) All coys operate into new AOs except B Coy.

(5) Duration of the operation is unknown, but will last for
another 14 days.

b- J!'.L GEE

(1) Grouping no changao.

(2) Move by air on morning 24 Jun to Western sector of AQ 2
and 3, and continue operatiun in that arca.

c. B Coy
(1) Grouping no change.
(2) Continue operation in the Eastern sector of A0 2 and 3.

d. C Coy
(1) Grouping no change.

(2) Move to 40 1 oh morning 24 Jun and operate im A0 1. Two
pls move by air and one by foot.

CONFTDENTTAL
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D Coy
(1) Grouping.

8¢ One sect APCs and two mor APCs with mor sect under Op con

bs Remainder 3 Tp A Sgn under op con from 230T00H Jun until
arrival in AO 5.

(2) Move by APC to 40 5 at 230700H Jun and operate in AO 5,
moving generally from West to East.

Mor P1 One sect in mor APCs under op con D Coy from 230700H. One
sect remains FSPB KIAMA.

Atk Pl. Redeploy on right flank of Bn HQ to deny approaches along
track and to flank of mor scct. Est standing ptl in old posn.

Aslt Pnr Pl. No change.

Bn 1O Team. Returns to Bn HQ on afteroon 23 Jun by road.

) TE A Sgn ; Cav_Regt.

(1) Grouping. Under op con of D Coy from 230700H Jun until arrival
in A0 5. One sect and two mor APCs remain under op con D Coy for
op in AQ 5.

(2) Move D Ca¥ to A0 5 at 230700H Jun. Pick up SAS LERPS in AO 5.
Escort TACP to LONG BINH. Then on standby at FSPB KTAMA.

102 Fd Bty. No chango.

1 Fd Sgn elms. No change.

¢ SAS Sgn elms. LRRPs extracted at 230900H by APCs and elm D Coy.
Thence under comd 1 ATF.

Alr. No change.

USAF TACP. Return to HQ 1 ATF at 230800H.

Co—ordinating Instructions

(1) Bdys. Moved separately by Int Offr.
(2) Air movement details to be issuod later.

4. Administration and Logistics. No change.
5e Command and Signals. No changa.

_&Ethﬂqjiquiqu s

(P.H. BENNEDIT)
Lt Col

:ﬂwﬁ.ﬂw

P

- (K.A. PATTERSON)
Maj

Ops Offr

CONFIDENTTAL
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o, CONFIDENTT AL 000803
AVNEX €] 3

Copy No of 80 copies

1l RAR
AP AN PHU

/2O GIO T 68

OPS 782

OpO 6/68 (Operation TOAN THANG Phase IT)

Reference: A, 1 ATF Op Instr 27/68 of 10 Jun 68.
B+ Maps: VIPINAM Series L7014 Sheets 6431 IIT, 6430 IV,
6330 I and 6331 II, 1:50,000.

{

Time zone used throughout this order: HOTDEL.
1. Situatian
as Bn Forces. Annex A.
b. Friendly Forces.
(1) 199 Inf Bde is currently operating in AO BIRDSVILLE. They
will secure LPs for the fly in of 1 RAR coys. On completion

of fly-in, 199 Bde will operate to the west, north and east of
AQ BIRDSVILLE,

(2) The 9 Div A0 and the LONG BINH complex border the southern
boundary of AO BIRDSVILLE.

(3) ARVN Forces are deployed in the following posts:

YT 162108 ' RF Squad

T 105235 311 RF Coy

YT 089186 : PF Squad

YT 084186 PF Squad

YT 044180 PF Squad

YT' 004186 and 003174 (Dist HQ) 462 FF Coy
XT 975162 PF Squad

YT 104227 PF P1

(4) 1 _ATF Concept of Operations. 1 RAR will operate in AQ
BIRDSVILLE under comd of Fwd Tao HQ 1 ATF with echelon sp from
LONG BINH. From 22 Jun 4 RAR will deploy into the Western area

of AO BIRDSVILLE which will then be modified. 1 RAR-will continue

operations in the Eastern sector of AO BIRDSVILLE. Duration of
the operation not known at this stage.

ce Atts and Dets.

(1) Remaining in DS 102 Fd Bty

(2) Under op con from 130600H Jun Tp A Sgn 3 Cav Regt
plus two mor APCs

(3) In DS from 130600H one H13, 161 Recce Flt

(4) Under op con from 130600H Two ptls, 2 SAS Sqn

Tp HQ and combat engr
team, 1 Fd Sqn

(5) On call one CESSNA, 161 Recce Flt
FAC

(6) Attached from 131200H Jun ALO (USAF)

(7) In sp from 130700H Jun six CH 47's

until released

CONFI DENTT 4T,
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f. Mor Fl.

(1) anu@iﬂg.
One sect move with Tp A Sqn 3 Cav in two mor APCs to
FSPB DUSTER,

One sect move with BnHQ.
One sect remain 1 RAR 1oc NUT DAT.

(2) Tasks. -
(a) Provide fire sp from FSPB DUSTER

(b) Be prep to loc me sect with D Coy should D Coy
secure a FSPB area in A0 4,

g. Atk P1.

(1) Grouping.

Under op con Tp A Sgn 3 Cav Regt from 130600H until
arrival at FSPB DUSTER. Then under comd BnHQ.

(2) Tasks.
(a) Def of BrHQ at FSPB DUSTER.
(b) Tracker team on standby at FSPB DUSTER.

(¢) Carry 4 x 90mm RCLs and have 2 10émm RCLs on standby
in 1 RAR echelon.,

h., Aslt Pnr P1.
(1) Grouping.
Under comd BnHQ.,

(2) MTagks.
(a) Def of BrHQ at FSPB DUSTER.

(b) Be prep to assist coys in prep of LPs, dml of UXB
and destruction of any en instls discovered.

(c) Flamethrowers and mine detectors to be on call from
1 RAR echelon,

1. Bn Liaison Team. To consist of 2IC A Coy, batman and sig.

Loc at HQ 199 Bde LONG BINH by 131200H. Move initially with BnHQ
to FSPB DUSTER.

Je Tp A San 3 Cav Regt.

(1) Grouping. Have Atk Pl under op con from 130600H until
arrival at FSFB DUSTER.

(2) Tasks.

(a) Move to FSPB DUSTER along route directed by HQ 1 ATF.
To be at FSPB DUSTER by 131200H Jun.

(b) Provide def for FSPB DUSTER on arrival.
(¢) On standby to insert and extract SAS ptls.

(d) On standby to assist coys as required.

CONFIDENTT AL
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ke 102 Fd Bty .
(1) Grouping. No change.
(2) Tasks.

(a) Move to FSPB DUSTER by air.

(b) Provide fire sp as required from arrival at FSPB DUSTER. .

—

l. 1 Fd Sqn Elms.

(1) Grouping. Tp HQ under op con BnHQ, one mini team under op
con each rifle coy from 130600H.

(2) Tasks. Ingr tasks as required.,

m. 2 SAS Sqn Elms.

(1) Grouping., Under comd BnHQ.

(2) Tasks., Provide two LRRPs in A0 5. Details issued separately.
Inserted and extracted by APC.

n. 161l Recce I'lLt
(a) H13 on standby at TIGER > from 130700H to fly to FSPB DUSTER,

(b) Deploy one H13 and one CESSNA ac to LONG BINH for back up,
VR and liaison tasks from 131000H Jun.

Oe US Army Avn. Will provide six CH 47s from 130700H Jun until
released for 1 RAR gp deployment into AO BIRDSVILLE. Air plaming
table issued separately.

P 9 Sgn RAAF. Will deploy two UHIH ac to LONG BINH by 131400H Jun
for resup tasks and DUSTOFR tasks.

qe USAF TACP. To be loc with BnHQ from 131200H Jun.

r. Coord Instrs.

(1) Air Mov Table. Issued separately.

(2) PZ. xavearoo.
(3) LZ. As detailed Previously.

(4) Order of fly-out. 102 Fa Bty

BnHQ

Mor P1

A Coy

B Coy

D Coy

C Coy

Aslt Pnr P1,

(5) AOs. As detailed on issued maps. AO for SAS ptls issued
separately.

(6) Rules of Engagement. To be strictly applied.

(7) Air Coord Conference. To be held in conference room at
12160CH.,
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4a Administratiqg and Logistics.
a. General.

(1) An adv ech comd by Capt French is to be estb at
LONG BINH.

(2) Ech will depart by rd convoy 12 Jun and is to be
functional by 13 Jun.

b, Rats.
(1) Three days combat is to be carried per man,
(2) One cmergency rat is to be carried per man.
(3) B Coy is also to carry one user trial emorgency rat per man.

(4) Fresh Rats o

(a) It is anticipated that fresh rats in limited quantities
may be aval from 17 Jun.

(b) Initially when the op sit permits coys may anticipate
a fresh evening meal every fifth day from 18 Jun onwards.

c. Water.
(1) Each man 18 to depart base with four full water bottles.
(2) Water resup for fire sp base will be on jerrican basis.
(3) Water resup for coys is to be on a me for one bottle bagis.

(4) Max use is to be made of rain water,

(5) Water resup will be planned for between 0700 hrs and 0900 hrs
daily when op sit permits,

d, Ammo,
(1) Normal first line is to be carried.

(2) A Ech fwd is to carry fwd a min of one additional first line.

(3) A further supply of two coy first lines is to be aval for
fly in to sub units from rear ech.

(4) Mor m2+

(a) 100 rpmor is to be carried fwd with mors mov by air.
(b) 150 rpmor is to be moved fwd with APC Tp.

(¢) Fwd ech is to arrange direct to base plate an additional
50 rpmor by late PM 13 Jun 67.

€s Radio Ba@ipriqg.

(1) Each radio op is to depart base with a new bty in his set
and is to carry an additional two batteries per set.

(2) A res is to be held at fwd ech and normal maintdem system
applies,
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(= Mn
(1) The RAP is to be loc with BnHQ.

(2) ALl clothes wom on op are to be anti mited at least once
every seven days.

f. Resup.
(1) Three day rat resups are plammed for -
(a) 15 Jwm
(b) 18 Jum
(¢c) 21 Jun
(d) 24 Jun
(e) 27 Jun
(f) 30 Jun.

(2) supplementary packs will be issued under direction of the
Bn 2IC depending on availability.

(3) Sect kit bags.

(a) Sect kit bags are to be packed under supervision to
ensure items packed are marked and are serviceable.

(b) Sect kit bags may be requested at any stage during
the op but will be delivered as op sit and air availability
PEI‘Iﬂi ta.

(4) Def stores.

(a) A forecast of def stores requirements has already been
submitted to 1 ATF,

(b) Delivery of def stores is planned on complete ac loads
(Iroquois loads direct to coy locs).

(¢) Coy requests for def stores must be realistic and relate
to what can be Physically used in the time aval.

(5) Maintdems are to be submitted prior to the op for all
additional items required on 13 and 14 Jun 68.

(6) Canteen Sup. No canteen resup will be aval before 20 Jun 68
and then only limited resup of essential itemg are to be provided.
All ranks are expected to move out with adequate toilet items,
writing materials, boot polish etc for 28 days.

(7) Mai1.
(a) Normal Pick up and delivery of mail applies.

(b) Soldiers are to be warmed to take with them a waterproof
sup of stamps sufficient for at least 2l days.

(¢) Coys are to make arrangements so that if unstamped mail
18 received from fwd it is stamped and posted without undue
delay. This is not to be done unless the address of the
sender can be recorded accurately by the subt wmit rear party.
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(8) Nominal Roll.

L s —

(a) Coys are to submit to B
AT nHQ by 1600 hrs 12 Jun thr
complete nominal rolls of soldiers proceeding on the 03?

(b) Chief Clerk is to consoli
: solidate and provid ]
copy of nominal roll prior to a:1&:Ia1';51-‘|;w_1t:r:'eIjl = ol

(e) An extra copy of AAF M ]
ob 3 is to be f
all rfis received during op., BSRS Seam -

5e Command and Signals.
de Brﬂ{g-
(1) €O moves by H13 to FSPB DUSTER at 130800H.
(2) BnHQ in loc FSPR DUSTER from approx 131000H.

b. Comd FSPB D > : : :
FSPB DUSTER. USTER. US garrison CO will retain comd for def of

Ce Rﬂdiﬂ- SDIE-

d. Additional Callsigms. BnLO ﬁp

Ptl 2 SAS Sq 51
Ptl 2 SAS Sqn 52

A Ech LONG BINH O5A
€. Codes. SOI. POC code 1ssued separately.

Ack Instrs: Ack by telephone BnHQ,

Authentication,

A Gltrz <

(K«A. PATTERSCN)
Maj
Ops Offr

Annexes: A; Fn Sit
Pa Trace of AOs (to be issued separately)
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Digtr: Copy No incl Annex

A Coy i

B Coy 2

C Coy 3

D Coy 4 -

Sp Coy 5 =6

Sig Pl T

Mor F1 8

Asglt Pnr P1 9

Atk P1 10

Admin Coy 11 )

CO 12

21C 13

Ops Offr -

50 7

Ad jt 17

I0 18

QU 19

AQM 20

RMO 21

2I1C Admin Coy 22

BnLO (2IC A Coy) 23

RSM 24 -

HQ 1 ATF 25 - 49

A Sqn 3 Cav Regt 50

12 Fd Regt RAA 2l - 55

1 Fd Sqn RAE 56 - 57

161 (Indep) Recce F1t 58

2 SAS Sgn 29

6T GL Sect 60

3 RAR 61

4 RAR 62

5 RAR 63

6 RAR 64

9 RAR 65

US Army Awvn LO 66

CP 67

Comds Diary 68 - T1

File 12

Spare 73 - 80
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ANNEX A TO
1 RAR OpO 6/68
DATED 12 JUN 68

Organi gation.

b I At the present the enemies org in the area of and the areas
surrounding AQ BIRDSVILLE {mndifie:i) is fluid. There are a number of
reports confirmed and unconfirmed of changes in the En Orbat.
2 The fol units are thought to be in the area: P
ae 273c Regt
b. THU DUC Regt.
Fn Locs.

3. 5 VC Div is thought to be NE of SATCON in the Northerm BA
BIEN/Southem War Zone D area.

Past Fn Activitics.

4. Within AO BIRDSVILLE (modified) the en has rreviously used

mors with good effect. Located base Plate posns are listed at Appendix 1,
5 There have been a number of 122mm vkt sites used by the en in
the past., These are listed at Appendix 2,

6. Attached as Appendix 3 is an excerpt of an interrogation report
which deals with the tac doctrine of the en in the use of the 122mm rkt.
En Intentions.

T o It can be expected the en will continue in his efforts to infil-

trate tps into SATGON., In view of the loc of 5 Div, it is possible
infiltration could occur through AQ BIRDSVILLE (modified) .

8, It is further possible the en will continue to attempt to utilise
the rkt sites he has proved in the past.
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APPINDIX 1 TQ
ANNEX A TO -

1 RAR OpO 6/68
DATED I_g JUN 68

LOC OF MOR BASE PLATES

YT 200134
YT 203134
YT 200121
YT 164092
YT 067150
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APPENDIX 2 TO
ANNEX A TO

1 RAR

1 RAR 0p0 6/68
DATED 12 JUN 68

LOCS OF 122mm RKT SITES

YT 227138

HEEEEEE e

193192
180061
164129
165089
166086
168078
159089
145095
142089
139099
135135
135145
116143
116150
118154

CONFIDENTT AL
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084208
051190
057224
041231
042217
0442117
047207
038208
034213
037219
033238
029239
023211
024217
027218
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EXTRACT OF INTERROGATION REPORT
ON_TACTICAT, FMPLOYMENT OF 122mm RKTS
N _TACTICAL FMPLOYMENT OF 122mm RKTS

1, The launching site for 122mm rkcts was selected on the basis

of favourable terrain features, An open area was needed which provided
the rkts with approx 100 metres of clear hard ground. Hard ground was
needed to prevent the rkt launcher tripod from slipping from the back
blast of the vkt when fired. The grea of the launch site had to have
easy accessibility to accommodate the bulkiness of the vkt and its eqpt «
Rkts could not be fired from sandy areas because they did not afford the
launcher a firm base. It was within the capabilities of the vkt launcher
to fire from rice paddies by using the dikes which surround the paddies
as a site %o emplace the base plates. Source did not think it was advig-
able to fire the 122mm rkt from mountainous areas because of the diffic-
ulty in transporting the rkt and its launching eqpt over the terrain, but
any mountainous area that provided the rkt with an area of easy accessib-
ility and a firm firing platform could be utilized 1f the situation
demanded. The launching site®was selected by the Bn CO after the entire
area surrounding the obj had been reconnoitered by the Bn recce elm,
Launching sites could be loe from four km to eleven km from the obj but
were usually loc agpprox nine km from the obj. Base defs did not extend
to that distance and obsn was less likely to occur.

{

2e The 122mm rkt coys and crews were notified approx three hours
prior to moving to tho obj. The crews arrived at the launch site approx
one hour prior to beginning the attack.

3. After arriving at the launching site, the launching tubes and
tripods were aimed. Thres holes per launcher (30 cm long by 20 em wide
by 15 ecm deep) were dag for the pod plates of the launcher tripod. Each
plate was inserted in one of the holes, and a metal stake was driven
through a hole in the plate to secure it. H~shaped cradles were also
const to be utilized as launchers. Rkts were laid across the cradles
and wired into gps of five. All five rkts were fired together from the
same switch.

4. The 122mm rkts were aimed by placing them on an azimuth with
the obj. The azimuth was determined by using a compass. The rkts were
then raised to the proper firing elevation. The correot elevation was
determined by the use of a firing table, The rkts were then ad justed to
the correct elevation by a level type device that measured the degree of
elevation of the rocket,

De Rkts fired from a rkt launcher were firped singularly, and rkts
fired from the H-ghaped cradle were fired in salvos of five, On 16 Feb 68,
the 3d Bn. 208B Regt attacked TAN SON NHUT Alrbase with 22 x 122mm rkts.
These rkts were fired in both manners. Two sets of five rkts from the

H cradle launcher were fired simultaneously with two rkts fired from the
standard 122mm rkt launchers., Following the initial firing, five rkts
were fired from each of the two tripod rkt 1aunchers.

6. The 122mm rkt launchers were set up in a straight line with approx
15m separating each rkt launcher or gp of H-shaped cradles. The rkt 1aun-
chers were not assembled until the unit arrived at the launching site.
Approx 20 ming were needed to set up the launching site from the time the
unit arrived until the time the rkts were ready to fire,

T From 60 to 70 metres to the rear of the launching site, trenches
were dug in order to afford the people firing the rkts 2 def pPosn .
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WNE X H/ CONFIDENTAL
[N '““*:L / Copy Huz 2 of 72 copies
1 RAR
AP AN PHU
V. =5 Jun 68

Distributian bel ow

OPERATION TOAN THANG 3 MAY - 7 JUN 68
COMBAT OPERATTONS AFTER ACTTON REPORT 2/68
~ABAL OPERATIQNS ARTER ACTTION REd

References: A, 1 ATF SOP Ammex A, Appendix 4.
B. 1 ATF Op0 19/68 of 22 Apr 68,
and Frag Os 1-8 to Op0 19/48. b

Co 1 RAR OpO 5/68 of 2 May 68. -
De Maps: Vietnam 1:50,000

Sheet 6430 III

Sheet 6430 IV

Sheet 6438 I1I

Sheet 6331 II

Sheet 6330 I

ShEEt 6331 III-

Name and Type of Operation.
i I8 Operation TOAN THANG
Phase 1 - Recce in force operation in AQ BELIZE 3-4 May 68,

Phase 2 - Route denial operation in AO AYRE 5-~12 May 68.
Phase 3 = Recce in forece operation in AQ BONDI 12=7 Jun 68.

Dates of Operation.

. 030630H May 68 ~ 071100H Jun &8.

Location.

3. Phase 1 = AQ BELIZE, centre of area YS 3290 near provincial
border LONG KHANH/PHUOC TUY
Phase 2 - A0 AYRE, centre of ares YT 1318, NW of TRANG BOM,
BIEN HOA.

Phase 3 = AO BONDI, centre of area XT 9328, north of TAN UYEN,
BIEN HOA. |

Command Headquarters.

4 HQ 1 RAR under command HQ 1 ATF.

Tagk Organisation. U
. ¥
51 a. Phase 1 (ﬂD BELIZE) .
(1) Under comd from 030600H May - two combat engr teams
1 Fd Sgn
(2) Remaining in dirvect Sp - 102 Fd Bty, 12 Fd Regt
(3) In direct sp from 03060CH May - one H 13, 161 (Indep)
Recce Fl11%
(4) In sp - 108 Fd Bty, 12 Fd Regt
(5) 1In 8p until FSPB WATTLE secure - elmg 2 SAS Sqn.

(031000H May)

be. Phase 2 (A0 AYRE)

(1) Remaining under comd - two combat engr teams
1 Fd Sgn

(2) Under op con from 06060CH May ~ 1 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Regt

(3) Remaining in direct sp - 102 Fd Bty, 12 Fd Regt

(4) Remaining in direct sp - one H 13, 161 (Indep)
Recce Fl1t

(5) Remaining in sp ~ 108 Fa Bty, 12 Fd Regt

cunle
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¢. Phase 3 (A0 BONDI)

(1) Remaining under comd ~ two combat engr teams
(2) Remaining under op con -1 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Regt
(3) Under op con from 231200H May =1 Tp C Sqgn 1 Armd Regt
(4) Remaining in direct sp = 102 Fd Bty, 12 Fd Regt
(5) Remaining in dipect Sp ~ one H 13, 161 (Indep)
Recce F1t

(6) In sp from 1210008 May ~ 161 Fd Bty, 12 Fd Regt
(7) In sp from 1311008 May - A Bty 2/35 US Arty Bn

Suggnrting Forces

Artillexy.

64 During the operation, the Battalion successfully used field, medium

and heavy arty, both own ang 3 RAR mortars, gunships and strike aircraft.

Te It is estimated that approximately 4000 rownds of field artillery
were used on close targets.

8. Most of the gun and mortap fire was controlled by the FOs and MFCs.
However, on lany occasions, fire was controlled by platoons and sectiona,
usually by sending their corrections on the company net to the PO and then
back by normal gunner means. Whenever posgible, either a MIPC or FO aCcom=—
Panied a patrol.

9. Counter~mortar Mire. At least two enemy mortar positions were
engaged successfully. Ptls found bodies on one and wmexpended mor smmo on
the other. Once the en mors had fired the initial mortreps from coys were
extremely valuable. Once ourp own fire was put on the ground, mortreps became
very difficult to produce but generally our own fire, even if not right on
the en baseplate posns was enough to silence en fire. After en habits became
known around FSPB CORAL suspected baseplate posns were engaged as soon as

en fire was heard. This silenced the en fire.

Mors .

10, The 1 RAR Mor P1 fired approx 5000 rounds HE between 12 May = 6 Jun
mainly in sp of sub unit contacts and during attacks on FSFB CORAL. In the
commter-mortar role the pl proved very effective. There were no H and I tasks
planned for the morsz at 1 ATF, however harrassing fire was used by ni to
engage likely targets selected by ground tps during their daylight activities,

11, When aval, mor APCs were continuously used, providing protection,
good comms, flexibility and % firm baseplate.

Light Fire Teams.

l2. As a very close fime sy weapon the gunships are extremely good.
Howevery; if gunships are used, all arty and mor fire has to check fire. The
gunships do not produce the casualties that guns and mors can produce. Congeq~
uently, gunships must be sent out of the immediate area as soon as their task
is complete and allow guis and mors to recommence firing. Gunships should not
be used for depth targets or when the en is breaking contact by ni.

13. Considerable difficul ty wag experienced indicating loc of own tps
by ni to gumships. During the first attack on FSFB CORAL, LFTs were directed
easily initially by using a large fire as a referenee point. When the fire
went out, the LITs becane ineffective for 45 minutess.. All coys now have
different coloured ac beacon lts which are placed in a central pit by ni, to
indicate own loecs.

LR 1/3 L]
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14. Tanks proved their worth conclusively on this OPs Providing very

heavy intimate fire sp to inf and killing many en., RPG 2s appeared ineff-
ective against the Centurion tank.

15 Problems which occurred and were resolved by all coys in working
in jungle with ammoured vehicles were:

ae Sound of tanks moving and timber falling interferred with i

fwd scouts hearing. Tanks moving in bounds of 50 metres overcame
this problem.,

be Tanks tended to form waggon-wheel harbour posns in the rain
forest which involved 4oo much mov off the tracks already cleared.
On halting the best procedure was for turrets to be turned to
cover all arcs and tanks remain in the mov formation.

c. Inf were frequently endangered by falling timber or the actual
mov of the tanks. An inf gulding and navigation team with radio
comm to the tanks was found to overcome this problem.

APCs

16, APC/inf groups were used extensively to cover clear areas of
grouwd. APCs enabled a ready reaction force to be on standby at all times.
It was found necessary to have APC/inf married up when on gtandby. The
fire power of the APCs was very effective in the C Coy contact of 29 May.

Intelligence.
17, See Annex A.

Misgion.

18. a. Phase 1 -~ To recce in force into the eastem sector of AQ
BELIZE, AO LAWSON and the western sector of AQ TAUPO.

be Phase 2 - To deny the en access to ground, rkt and mor attack
posns for ops against LOHG BINH/BIEN HOA, in AO AYRE.

Cce Fhase 3 - To recce in force in AO BONDI, with the aim of
finding and denying the en rft or withdrawal routes from War Zone
D to SAIGON.

Concept of Operations.,

19, Phase 1 - AQ BELIZE

There had been intensive activity in the North East of PHUOC TUY
and the HAT DICH area by rear services elements over the two months prior
to the op. It was thought that 274 Regt could be about to retum to this
areas The AO allotted to 1 RAR was divided into five areas and the bn was
to 8Weep from North to South searching each area in turn, with 2 RAR on the
West and 3 RAR on the Iiast. The first area was still being searched when
1 ATF was ordered to AO COLUMBUS II.

201 ;Phﬂﬂﬁ 2 __.AG E.YRE

Int reports indicated that a further VC/NVA offensive would
shortly be commencing ‘an SATGON/BIEN HOA/LONG BINH similar to the Tet
Offensive. 1 ATF was ordered 4o operate in AO COLUMBUS II with the aim of
denying infiltration routes to the LQNC, BINH/BIEN HOA area to the en. 1 RAR
was to operate in A0 AYRE with fire Sp provided from FSFB HARRISQN YT 1716.
Each coy was deployed to ensure that any en mov from the North and North East
could be intercepted. Coy ambushes were occupied by ni while pls actively

patrolled by day. As it became clear that the en was not present in str in
the A0, pl ambushes were positioned by ni. |

G n [ ia
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21. Phase 3 - AO BONDI.
-'—'-'-'-_-I-I—r-—-“__

It became evident that 40 COLUMBUS II was not used by the en.
Reports from SAIGON indicated that the offensive in that area was petering
out. The en could either withdraw his damaged forces to War Zone D for
regrouping or reinforce his SAICON forces from T NVA Div, thought to be
Partly located in the East of A0 SURFERS. 1 ATF was moved by air to AO
SURFERS to recce in force in AO SURFERS and ambush en gps either withdraw- -
ing from SAICQN or reinforcing SATGON. 1 RAR was allocated AO BONDI and -
coys were deployed into coy A0S on arrival in the area, with fire SD Prove
ided from FSPB CORAL. Coys occupied ambush posns astride tracks on their
first ni in the A0 (ni 12/13 Mayy.

22 Following the bn size attack on FSPB CORAL on the ni 12/13 May,
all coys were redeployed to defend the Fire op Base. Coys patrolled fwd

by day and returned by ni to FSPB CORAL., Initially patrols were to provide
security for FSPB CORAL rather than to recce in force. With the arrival

of A Sqn 1 Armd Regt on 23 May, coys began recce in force ops by day, still
returning to FSPB CORAL by ni. As soon ag en base camps and instls were
located, air strikes were called in. to destroy them. Following air activity
over several days, the areas were again visited by coy gps. Invariably, the
en was forced to withdraw from his battered defs. Under pressure from
constant ground, arty and air activity, the en appeared to withdraw complete-—
ly from AO BCFDI on 1 Jun. The 1 RAR Gp had successfully denied the en all
routes and instls in the A0,

fixecution.

23, See Annex B.

Resul ts.

24 . a. Own capualties. 16 KIA. 63 WIA.

2 x 81 mm mors damaged. 1 xz M60 damaged.

Do En casualties. 163 en KIA, 33 en KIA (poss), 3 en WIA (poss),
4 en MW, 3 detainees. Details of en eqpt captured and destroyed
is detailed in Annex A.

Lessons Learned.

25 Protection. When facing NVA or main force en, it is necessary to
be well dug-in in 211 overnight posns. Coys must halt at least three hours
before last 1t to cnsure proper coord of all def measures. Harbouring on
nightfall does not give sufficient security against main force units Work-—
ing in their own base areas.

26 Targqﬁ/ﬁwn Iorces Indication. Probloms were encountered when
trying to indicate our own posns to LFTs and strike ac by ni. The only
satisfactory answer ig for coys to each have their own electric ac beacon
which can be switched on at the bottom of a rear Pit. Beacons should be
different colours for each Coye In addition, it is congidered vital that
all sects be issued with 2 "strobe" light to successfully indicate posns
to ac at ni, As an cnergency measure, large amounts of hexamine can be
burned in the bottom of a Pit. Torches proved ineffective. Once the ac
have picked up own loc, direction of fire is @asy using bearings in degrees
or by compass points and distances.

- 271 sccurate indication of en posns by day to LFPs was also a problem.
omoke fired from the UT9 provides the best solution whon the target cannot
be indicated by white phosphorus rounds. At Present, K79 smoke is on restd
issue in 1 ATP,

PO
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28 Arty, LFTg and Alrstrikes. Light Fire Teanms Provide excellent
close sp neutralising fire. When fire wnits available are limited in
relation to targets called for; such as on the ni attack on F'SPB CORAL on
13 May, or when fast engagement of very close targets is 30 o 50 metres
is required, LFTs sarc invaluables, However, the fire provided is very
limited in its area effects and is not continuocus. To completely neutragl~
ise the en and inflict en casualties, arty and mor fire produces better
results, once the en has pulled back from our posns. If a combination of
alr and arty fire is uzed, the pilots must be fully briefed prior to comm— -
cneing their strikes 4o onable the arty check fire to be as short as possible.
& careful choice of orhit areas close to likely targets and outside of areas
affected by guns and mors was found to assist greatly.

29, Fire Control. Tire control at sect level is necessary to achieve
results against the en engaged while on the move or against the en during
def. Fast and accurate refurn fire always silenced the en fire power.

Small arms shooting mugt always be directed six inches above ground level
pParticularly at ni when the tendency is to fire too high. In close country,
bursts of fire are essential to guarantee hits against fleeting targets.

30. Inf/@ank_Cnngﬁratinnn While nothing essentially new was learned
by coys operating with tanks and APCs in thick rain forest, navigation, har-
bouring, and safety of own tps proved difficult. All coys provided g
navigatiun/cnntrnl team, usually the CSM op Coy 2IC, to work with the tp
leader to overcome these problems. Marrying up at all levels was again
shown to be necessary and must be carried out as early as possible by stand-
by sub units.

3], Control Comms. Despite the existence of the command net, admin/
air net, tac air net ana arty and mor nets, comm channels were fully taxed
during the two ni attacks on I'SPB CORAL. Whenever possible, coys should
control their own air strikes opr LFT strikes to assist general control from
the tn CP.

32 It was again found necessary in close country to have all support-
ing elms and neighbouring pls on the bn comd net when a pl ptl, away from
its parent coy, was in contact. All friendly forces must be fully aware at
all times of the whereabouts of all neighbouring elms.

33, LZ Control. When operating by hel to a bn LZy all coys must be
briefed on coy assembly areas adjacent to the L7 and preferably have some
form of marking to identify their own area. Movement from the LZ requires
close bn control. Coys must have definite routes from the LZ to their AOs.

34. Dust-—-off. Dugt—off cooperation from the RAAF wag good. However,
two winches from RAAT lhels broke during the 0Py, confirming that Dust-off by
winch should only oceour in energencys. When at all pPossible; coys must clear
pads for Dugt-off or move to a pad at a winch site with the minimum tree

height.

35 Junior Leadership. The necessity for good junior leadership was
obvious in all aspecis of def routine ang particul arly weapon cleaning and
hj‘gi eI18 .

36. General. The value of trg received in Australisa prior to arrival

in VIETNAM was confirmed during this op. The only new aspects were working
with tanks and LFTs and control of close arty fire by ni. These ggpects
should be introduced and studied as techniques prior to mov from Australia.

Conclusion.

3T 1 RAR Gp wag severely tested in its fipst major op and proved
equal to that test. While the soldiers of 1 RAR have a respect for the en,
1t has been shown that he can be beaten on his home ground. This knowledge
together with the experience gained on the op will be of tremendous value
to the Bn in the future.

sl
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38. The en; although skilled in vecce, well organised and heavi
Euppnrted,_with HPG and mors, was easily repulsed inbtwn def batﬂ::ig
well coordinated air mor and arty sp and by the disciplined and aggressive
def c:m_ltll._zcted by the sub units involved. This result was achieved al though
only limited wire obstacles had been camgtructed due to time and aval of
wire and pickets.

H f?:f; .
e .
S ek Lt Col
CO 1 RAR
Distr Copy No incl Annexes
A Coy 1 =2
B Coy 3 =4
C Coy 5 =6
D Coy 7 -8
Sp Coy 9 -10
Sig Pl 11
Mor P1 12
Aslt Pnr P1 13
Atk Pl '
Admin Coy 15 <16
cO 5 3
2IC 18
Ops Offr 19
BC 20
Ad jt 21
I0 22
QM 23
AQM 24
RMO 25
RSM 26
HQ 1 ATF &l = 31
A Sqn 1 Armd Regt 32
A Sgn 3 Cav Regt 33
12 Fd Regt RAA 34
1 Fd Sgn RAE a5
161 (Indep) Recce Flt 36
3 RAR 37
4 RAR 38
5 RAR 39 - 45
g gﬂg 46 - 52
: i
Comds Diary 61 - 64
File 65
Spare 66 - 72
Annexes

Annex A ~ Intelligence

- Execution -~ Sequence of Events
- A Coy Commanders Op Analysis
B Coy Commanders Op Analysis
= C Coy Commanders Op Analysis
= D Coy Commanders Op Analysis
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I

CONFIDENTIAL

—

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10295 14



CONFIDENTT AL

Annex A to

1 RAR After Action Report 2/68

INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

Phase 1 -« AO BELIZ@

1. The ground in the A0 was basically flat and slightly undulating
with secondary jungle. The area is crossed by trail clearing, the trails
run basically North-South and East-West. The trails provide a natural
access route for en and friemdly movement. Some tracks were discovered
during operations in the area, on an East-West axis. -
2 It was expected the en in the area would be rear services. It was
also possible that elms of D 445 Bn could have been operating in the ares.
During the 3 dagys of operations, no idents were made.

Phase 2 - A0 AYRE

3e On 5 May, operations were commenced in AO AYRE. To the South,
the AO consisted of 1ow undulating country covered with thick 1ow scrub,
To the North of this was a broad rice paddy valley. At the time of the OpP;
1t wes firm and suitable for use with wheeled and tracked vehicles. How-
ever, with rain, it would become impassable. The growth in this ares
consisted of clumpe of bamboo and along the creek banks heavy secondary
growth, To the North of the AO was a hilly area covered with moderately
heavy secondary growth.

4., The likely en threat was thought to be 274 VC Regt plus Engineer
and Arty Bns. Their likely action was infiltration through the A0 towand
SALGON or the LOWG BINH, BIEN HOA compl ex.

5e The infiltration of the main force wnits did not oceur during the

6 days of the operatim. However A Coy did have two contacts which resulted
in 4 VC dead, later identified as members of the local district VC unit,
probably members of the Tax Cell. There was no identification of main force

units.
Phase 3 ~ AO BONDI
6 On 12 Hay, operations were commenced in A0 BONDI. Ground in the A0

was generally flat and undulating, a large area of it consisted of cleared
rubber. The remainder consisted of overgrown rubber and low thick scrub.

T« Anticipated en within the AOQ were from Tth VA Div HQ, thought to
be in the East of the A0. It was also expected to meet elms of 844 NVA Arty
Rﬂgti

8. En reaction to the presence of 1 RAR in FSFB CORAL was rapid and

violent, an attack buing launched at about 0245 hrs on the morning of the
13th. The main axis of the attack was on to 102 Bty and the Mor Pl. The
attacking unit was identified as 2 Bn 141 Regt.

9. A second attack was launched on the morning 16 Jun at 0230 hrs.
This attack was preceded by a mor and rkt bombardment. The main attack then
being launched against A Coy's posn. This contact was probably carried out
by two Bns with a third carrying out battlefield recovery and removing the
dead and the wounded.

10, The second attack was preceded on the fifteenth by constant probing
by gps of up to squad size on the posn. There is also no doubt observation
of the FSPB CORAL area had heen carried out on the 14 Jun.

i Subsequently the en attempted no further ground attacks on the
posn. However, the base was subject to mortaring and rocket attacks. These
attacks appeared to always originate from the same areas. The probable
reason being the en had surveyed in base plate posns ensuring the accuracy
of his attack.

12 On the 28 May, an attack was launched against 3 RAR at BAIMORAL.
At the same time, CORAL received mor and rkt fire. This was to divert arty
sp from BALMORAL to counter—mor fire around CORAL.

e

CANFTDENTT AL

P

DIG1029514
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RC



CONFIDENTIAL

i e

13 Attacks on FSPB CORAL tock the following pattemns:-—

a. Interrogation of prisoners revealed that an indirect approach is
used from the base area to the FUP; to defeat air observation. ILocal
guides are used extensively -~ no compasses were seen on en dead
following the attacks on FSPB CORAL.

b. Movement of large bodiecs of men takes place by day. When.aircriaft

are sighted use of camouflage foliage is made. There is good cover in
the arcia.

C. On arrival at the Assy Area, usually 1000 metres from the objective
the attacking force digs ing usually an individual eircular hole about
2 feet deep. While the sp wpns crews and main body dig in, recce and
guide gps finalise foutes to the FUP. Telephone wire is laid between
Assy Area and FUP.

de Individual pits are also dug in the FUP which could be as clogse as
50 metres from the defence wire.

¢~ Attacks on CORAL were preceded by rocket and mor attack. The
initial fire did not exceed 5 minutesy; due probably to ammunition
limitations. There was a pause of 10 minutes before the ground attack
was launched. The ground attack axis did not always follow natural
cover; possibly the en preferred clear arcs of fire for RPGs.

f. Attacks on CORAL commenced between 0200 and 0300 hrs. The attack
in force was broken at about 0500 hrs. However a force of up to Coy
size remained to press a renewed diversionary attack at about 0545.

This was to cover final battlefield clearance teams and hamper any
follow-up force.

g+ During the attack use is made of the 12.7mm HMG in the Anti Aircraft
role against LFI's in the area.

h. Effective use is made of the RPG 2 and RPG T Rocket launchers at all

times. They are used as a personal wpn. Ammunition is carried by the
remainder of the squad. Rockets are preferred to RPDs as the ma jor
section wpn.

Jo Once the main body breaks the attack as much produce, wounded and
dead are removed and the main body disappears to prepared hides for the
remainder of the day before moving out of the area completsly.

k. On the attack of the 16th use was made of a diversion at right
angles to the main axis of attack.

l. During the recce phase attempts are made by the en to mark machine
gun pits.. In this area a single stick was used. Recce of perimeter

defences was effective and the main attack on the 16th was made at the
Junctions of evoy loecs.

Te All units identified were from 7 NVA Div. A number of new infiltration
groups were identified. It would appear these had been used to reinforce units
after losses received in other attacks. The en did not press home his infantry

attacksy probably due to lack of co-ordination in his make shift units as well
as friendly defonsive fire.

10. Intelligence received gave nc indication of the presence of 141 Regt or
165 Regt,; although the presence of T VA Div HQ had been mentioned.

Attachments.

Appendix 4. En losses.
Appendix 2. List of Contacts/Incidents
Appendix 3. Trace showing Contacts/Incidents

CONFIDENTIAL
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casualties caused to

SUMMARY OF CONTACTS AND DESTRUGTTON

AEEEEdix X to

Annex A

The following is g summary of men, equipment, and ingtallation

Ehlem.laﬂ l.l'!li."!lllllll-lllll-l-llll 163
Enemy KIA (poﬂeihle)_.................:::::::' 33

Enemy WIA (possible) vuvevewonn..

Ehmglmw..”.”.”.”.“.“.. e
Detainees OO T T e o iy
Coy size camps ....,..;......:::'-.".'-'.".
Platoon size camps .............:::::.'-‘.-"

Equad slze camps Seosreaver e
145 GE.]. PiE'ﬁﬂlE llll'llll'll--l'llllll-lll-li-i.-."..

T«.62mm Chicom pistol RN G e
?-62[]]1]1 PiPiS- SEEG AR RN Y R Ry SR

Ils'[1 'lii‘l!r!lillliilfiil
llilill-illllltllilli

l30 Bﬂl I‘Cllmfﬂ.ﬁ illlilillllilll;llili 40

36 eal rounds B s e
llllll'lll--.i‘lll

o6
? gmm Ehﬁrt ‘-ll‘l.lliiliillllliliiill-l'i 2500

T.ngm AR RN ]
.6 : 4 . il.iiiiliilnlliilli!lill14ﬂoo
T gm].mled 'II-'l'.l'ill.llll"“"l"l'l"‘l"l‘ll 2000

l5ﬂ cral I‘II-Il!Ii'li.lillill#lli'll‘-.‘

Other and agssorted R TR 1
T+62mm Pistol magazine .........:.-.{..".'t
PPS magazine ®erescosssessennnes e
B1O DagssiBe os0u0isoionn. o W oo
M1 carbine magazine .........::."'..-...".
AK 4T magnzine ...............:::::::::::::

RPD hﬁﬂgﬂﬂiﬂﬁ i E N S e
HeS. Walkie talkie set (SW) B R o

Transistor radio seessse

Bucumentﬂ lllll!llllilllll.l
lMedical supplies

Jood

X
dbaccu -llliillll-li-lll'i'l-liifiilill'i

I.lElGhEtEE p-ilnitiir--tif--ill- L2 @
L L L B BN B N

Belts and holsters Falssevdaiae

DESTROYED IN SIT

RPG 2 rounds o 6 B e S e e

RPG T rounds complete .....*..::"-."'---‘
M 72 rocket 1auncher TP afs o
Grenades T T R A
U}{:B I'Iilll'll-l'lill-lllli :"-‘-....--*'....'
Bangal ore torpedoes ....:.:::::."i'-..".'.
Bt ovniineiiricng s L TAGEE

Pﬂﬂkﬂ Illi'rililIiiiillli-llllllil-il-llll

Sets webbing T

Entrenﬂhing tuﬂl .-..'.--‘lil‘illl'li‘illii
Water.hﬂttle pnc = VNS llilli'lllf#‘il'l
Shell dressing .........:::::.---."."".‘
Rica GG&keﬂ .-"-"‘."' I'llllllll.lil
fice polished ............:...""--.""'.
Sﬂts Gf clﬂthing. -‘.""-.:ifiilliiiiil‘ll
Assorted clothing ..........:::::::::::-'.'
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12,

16,

20,

224
23
24
25,
264
27«
28‘-
29,
30,
31,
32
33
34,
35.
36,
37

38.
39.
40,
41 «
42,
43,
44 .
45,
46,
47«
48.
49 .
50.
51,
B
D3 e
54.
2D
56
5T.
58.
59
60,
61,

INCIDENTS ENCOUNTERED GIf OP TOAN THANG
e S -

Dase camp - coy size.

Contact - neg cas
Contact - neg cas
Contact - Neg cas
UXB found

VC coy eng by arty

-

Large roclket sites

Bunker found

Contact - 3 VC KIA

Found - 3 x M26 grenades

Dase camp found - coy gize

Found mortar site and container

Found bunker with arms cache and clothing

Found small arms cache

Base camp found

Found trenches and four bunkers

Contact - 1 VC KIa

Contact - 1 Nva KIA, 1 Aust WIA

Contact -~ lNeg cas

Contact -~ Neg cas

Contact - Ground attack with mortar and rockets. 55 NVA KIa,
1 NVA PW, 3 Detainees, 7 Aust KIA, 19 WIA Aust.

Found - bunkers and tunnel

Contact -~ 3 Aust WIA, 1 Aust XTa

Contact -~ 2 VC WIa Epnaa)

Contact - Neg cas

Contact - 4 NvA KIA, 1 Aust KIA, 1 Aust WIA

Contact =~ neg cas

Contact =~ 1 VC KIa

Contact - 2 Aust KIA

Contact -~ T NVA XKIa, 2 W

Contact - 2 Aust WIA

Contact - 2 VC KIA (poss)

Bage camp with HMG pite found

Contact «~ Neg cas

VC camp found with 50 pits

Cantact - wknowm results

FSPB CORAL attacked by estimated 3 Bns with RPG and mortar.
37 NVA KTA, 10 NVA KTA (poss), 7 Aust KIA, 17 Aust WIA.
Contact - 1 NVA KIA .

Found new pits 50 approx.

Base camp found

Contact - 1 NVA PW

Found coy size camp

Contact -~ 2 NVA KIA 3

Ammunition found -~ 30 x 60mm mér bombs

2 Coy size B/camps found

Contact - 1 NVA KIA

Found mortar position

Found 40 pits
Cantact - Neg cas

Contact -~ 1 NVA KIa

Contact ~ 7 NVA KIA

Contact - 1 I'VA KIA, 1 NVA WIA (poss)
Contact -~ 1 NVA KTA, 1 Aust WIA

Contact - Neg cas

Contact -~ Neg casg

Pits found

Coy size base camp found

Contact - 24 NVA KIA, 21 en XIA (poss)

24 pits found

Contact - 1 NVA KIA

Found trenches and M60 recovered with 5 NVA bodies.
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Phase 1

2 May 68

Phase 2

5 May 58
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Annex B: to
After Action Report 2/68

EXECUTION ~ SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

0930 CO's orders

1400 LO visit from 1/35 AHC (US)

1530 Air coord conference - -

0800 First elms left KANGARCO to fly in to FSPB WATTLE,

1030 Coys commenced move into AOs. Delays caused by B coy and
C Coy using same routa.

1235 Fly in of Bn complete.

2045 Anti tk pl engaged 1 VC on perimeter of FSPB WATTLE with
unknown results.

Ni Locs: Bn HQ and A Coy FSPB WATTLE YS3591 : B Coy Y5 337912 :
C Coy YS 344908 : D Coy YS 346888.

0930 B Coy found females underwear and trousers recently abondoned
at ¥S 333913. Captured documents showed they belonged to local
VC who had been attending a political course at LONG KHANH

1141 11 P1 sighted 1 VC at YS 341883. .

1156 10 P1 contacted 1 VC at YS 344884 with no results.

1228 12 P1 contacted 3 VC at YS 350886 with no results.

1900 Orders issued for redeployment to FSFB HARRISON and AO AYRE.

Ni Locs: Bn HQ and A Coy FSPB WATTLE YS

0730

3591 :+ B Coy YS 316895 : C Coy
YS 343892 : D Coy YS 347868,

Bn moved to AO AYRE by air less two pls of A Coy. A Coy
moved with 1 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav to FSPB HARRISON on 5f5 May

Ni Locs: A Coy (~) BLACK HORSE : B Coy YT 162168 : C Coy YT 144193:

0800
1130

1135

1400
1430

Bn HQ, Sp Coy, D Coy and P1 A Coy - FSPB HARRISON YT 1716.

C Coy commenced search of AQ 2.

LP prepared by Aslt Pnr Pl at YT 152171.
search of AQ 3, with Aslt Pnr Pl attached.
A Coy (-) and 1 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Regt arrive AO 4., APCs move

to FSPB HARRISON.,

Anti tk Pl and Bn HQ and sect Mor Pl move by heli to YT 152171.

Civilians moving west to east at YI 135190 driven off by
POSSUM and P1 D Coy in APCs.

B Coy commenced

Ni Locs: Bn HQ, Aslt Pnr Pl, Atk Pl, sect Mor P1 YT 152171 ¢ A Coy

0730
0507

1130

1240
1440

1937
1945

IT 117204 : B Coy YT 137181 : C Coy YT 147195 : D Coy, sect

mor pl, 1 Tp A Sgn 3 Cav Regt, 102 Fd Bty FSPB HARRISON
YD 1716,

Civilians again moving into area from the West.
by Possum.
LO with 3 Bde 101 AB Div (US) reports suspected two coy VC

located at YT 126217. A Coy despatched to investigate. No
results.

20-30 civilians in area YT 135188.
investigate and check ID cards.

5 pl sighted 1 VC at YT 133167.

B Coy found a 122mm rocket site uasd approx 2-3 months
previously.

Area to South of C Coy enga&3d by LFT and Snoopy, without
1 ATF approvsal.

LFT and Snoopy contacted through HQ 1 ATF and fire stops.
No casualties.

Chased away

C Coy pl despatched to

Ni Locs: Bn HQ, Aslt Pnr Pl, Atk P1, sect Mor P1 YT 152170 :+ A Coy

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

YT 125217 ¢ B Coy YT 135155 : C Coy YT 156191 : D Coy, sect
Mor P1, 1 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Regt, 102 Fd Bty FSPB HARRISON
T 1716,

saale
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8 May 68 0615
1100

CONFIDENTTIAL

—

2 P1 A Coy engaged 5 VC at ¥T 125217. 3 VC KIa, 1 pistol,
2 AK 47Ts captured. En were district tax collectors.

4 pl B Coy found 3 M26 grenades at YTI' 133150. Coys
continued searching in AOs 1,2,3 and 4. 1 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav
Regt searched in the clear ground in the SUOI RACH IONG
Valley.

Ni Locs: Bn HQ, Aslt Pnr P1, Atk Pl, sect Mor P1 YT 152170 : A Coy

IT° 925217 ¢ B Coy YT ¢ C Coy YT : D Coy, sect ..

Mor P1, 1 Tp A San 3 Cav, 102 ¥Fd Bty FSPB HARRISON YT 1716.

All Coys searched in their AOs with no contact.,

Ni Locss Bn HQ, Aslt Pnr Pl, Atk Pl, sect Mor P1 YT 152170 ¢ A Coy

YT 125217 ¢+ B Coy YT 146156 : C Coy YT 151203 : D Coy, sect

Mor Pl, 1 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Regt, 102 Fd Bty FSPB HARRISON
YT 1716,

Coys continued to search in their AOs.

At YT 124216 1 P1 contacted {1 VC with the result 1 VC KIA(BC)
and 1 Chicom pistol captured.

Ni Locs: No change except B Coy at YT 140156

Orders received for redeployment to AQ SURFERS (BIEN HOA
Province) All coy move to vieinity FSPB HARRISON to enable
rapid fly out to A0 SURFERS ( 1 RAR AO - AO BONDI)

Bn HQ gp commences move by air to FSPB HARRISON

CO's Orders.

N1 Locs: Bn HQ gpy D Coy, 1 Tp A Sgh 3 Cav Regt, 102 Fd Bty FSPB

9 May 68
10 May 68
1206
11 May 68 AM
1300
1600
Phase 3

12 May 68 0722

HARRISON YT 1716 : A Coy YT 176177 :+ B Coy YT 151173 : C Coy
YT 168178.

Bn recce party airbo™e to FSPB CORAL in AO BONDI.

0730-1610 Generally confused move to FSPR CORAL due to elms of

1200

1330
1610

1620

1820
1935

1 US Div engaged with VC in vicinity XT 9027 until 1300 hrs
and the 3 RAR coy securing FSPB CORAL being heli landed in
the wrong loc. US elms remained in 3 RAR's AO until 1500 hrs
80 3 BAR remained in vicinity XT 930295 until then. 161 Bty
was heli landed at XT 926284 and 102 bty at XT 936293,

C Coy commenced move to Route 16 to proposed 1oc 944268 and
commenced road clearance.

B Coy commenced move to proposed loc XT 955283,

All elms complete in AO RONDI. Bn HQ loc XT 938289, Aslt Pnr
F1 XT 939289 : Atk P1 XT 938290 : Mor P1 XT 936293,

A and D Coys moved tc proposed ni locs XT 937290 and XT 933297
respectively.

D Coy in contact with en squad at XT 939309 resulting in 1 VC
KIA (BC) and 1 &K 47 captured. 1 own WIA evacuated,

While harbouring 4 pl contacted 10 NVA at XT 964280 with
wknown results,

Ni Locss A Coy XT 946303 : B Coy XT 964279 : C Coy XT 948263 : D Coy

13 May 68 0015
0215
0310
0330

0345

940311.

2 en approached Mor Pl at XT 936293 and were fired on with
unknown results. This was a definite en probe into defences
of FSPB CORAL.

3 en were engaged by 12 Fl. They were apparently a scout elm
for a NVA coy. The main body returned fire with RPGs. which
fell in 11 Pl which suffered 1 KIA and 11 WIA.

Dust-off from 11 pl complete.

Heavy mortar and rocket fire at the Mor Pl, 102 Bty and {1 ATF
elms preceded a ground attack by several NVA Coys from rubber
at AT 935294 to the mor pl and 102 Fd Bty posn. Guns could
not fire splintex because they were masked by the Mor Pl.

En overran Mor Pl and penetrated the gun posn occupying No 6

gwi. Fire sp from 161 Fd Bty and 3 RAR Mor Pl directed through
1 RAR FCC.

s/
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0355

0400

0402
0425

0500

0512
0530
0543
0545

0555
0610

0625
0630

Results:

0735
0930

1325
PM

Ni Loes:s

Al

0840
1202

1253

1535
1615

1700

1730
1800

1801
1807
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Fn fanning out from the gim poen effectively engaged by

90mm RCL splintex from Atk Pi. 2IC Mor Pl directed fire of

3 RAR mortars and called for splintex to be fired onto his
posn. In endeavoured to use 1 RAR mortars against 102 Fd Bty.,
LET on station and was directed to fire at en to North East
of 102 Fd Bty. A large fire was used to indicate own posns
to the LFT. Snoopy dropped flares on ene

A Coy received mor and RPG fire but no ground attack. !
Under fire from LFT and Snoopy the en attack faltered and en
appeared to fall back into the rubber to the North Last, =~
leaving small elms behind. Gunners from 102 Fd Bty were able
%o engage en with HE and splintex rounds and fired over the

Mor P1 posn.
0430-0500

Sporadic fighting only.

e fire used to direct the fire of the LITs went out. Despite
flares from Snoopy accurate indication of fire from the LFTs
was difficult until 0530. The en realised this and attacked
again but with smaller forces, This time HE and splintex from
102 Fd Bty and splintex from the Atk Pl was very effective.

En moving away from the action were engazed by A Coy = 1 en
K1A. In main elms appeared to be withdrawing.

LIT fire again effective. FEn began withdrawal of rearguard elm.
B Coy under mor and RPG fire. 1 own KTA, 1 own WIA.

First light. LFJs and 161 Fd Bty ordered to engage withdrawal
routes to North and Bast and South East.

Ant1l Tk P1 warned to carry out sweep fwd to 102 Fd
pl poan.

Atk Pl with HMOs party commenced sweep. Last en in loc 102 Fa
Bty killed in No 6 Gun posn. LFT engsgzing en in rubber at

XTI 935294. 3 RAR Ptl with RMOs party clear from North.

ATtk Fl1 and P1 3 RAR met in Mor P1 posn, FSPB CORAL clear of €N o
Dust—off commenced. LFT engaged en escape routes. Search of
approaches to FSPB CORAL indicates NVA Bn attack.

Om B Coy 1KIA 1 WIA

D Coy 1KIA 11 WIa

Mor P1 5 KIA 7 WIA 2 x 8lmm mor damaged.

56 NVA (BC), 1 PW, 3 RPG 7s, 2 SKS and 19 AK 47
captured. 2 detainees, 2 pistols.
Helocation of 1 RAR into a def posn around FSPB
D Coy contacted 5 NVA at XT 941309 resulting in
3 KK 475 captured.

A Coy had badly wounded NVA soldier surrender.
Search and occupation of def posn cortinued.

A Coy 9392923 B Coy 9382883 C Coy 9352943 D Coy 932293;
BnHQ gp 937295. These locs remained firm until 18 May .

One pl from each coy continued search of area up to 1000 metres
from perimeter of FSFB CORAL. Coys improved fd defs.

B Coy saw 1 en dressed in blue at XT 942283.

12 Pl were ambushed by at least 3 NVA at XT 924307 with result
1 own KIAy 3 own WIA. En casualties unknown.

> Pl contacted 10 NVA at 20¢ metres range at XT 942282 with
results 2 NVA WIA (poss).

9 P1 found en camp at XT 924298 with docus and eqpt.

2 F1 contacted 13 en at XT 947252 with no results. In split
into two gps — one moved to South and other to North. Seot
APCs sent from FSPB CORAL to follow up e«

dect APCs directed bty Possum pushed en in direction of T Pl

at XT 942300. T Pl engaged with result own 1 KIA, 2 WIA,

en T VC (BC), 2 VC PW, 1 Ml6 rifle, 1 pistol, 1 AK 47 captured .
5 F1 B Coy ambushed by 4-~6 VC when in open ground. Sect APCs
sent to reinforce 5 Pl which was split into two groups .

5 Pl contact complete with results: own 1 KIA, 1 WIA. BEn:

4 VC KIA (BC), 1 M6 rifle and 1 claymore captured by the en.
Standing ptl from D Coy saw 1 en at 923997.

A Coy engaged mov to their front - one en KIA with M72.

Bty and mor

_EE

CORAL ordered.
3 NVA KIA and

)P
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1840 3 P1 received onc incoming RPG round with result 2 own WIA.

The area the RPG was fired from was engaged with MG and
arty with unknown offect.

15 May 68 0340 2 Pl engaged 2 VC with unknown result.
AM Clearing ptls and area search commenced. |
0800 10 P1 found bunker system with 12 bunkers, 3 HMG pits at )
AT 923297. A small amount of clothing and equipment was found -
in the camp.
1208 1 P1 saw 5 VC at XT 948293. No result.
2033 3 Pl A Coy saw mor to front — engaged with grenade - no result.

16 May 68 0230 Mor attack on FSPR CORAL. Main impact on HQ 1 ATF and TFMA.

0235 Counter mor fire instituted through 1 RAR FCC. En mortar fire
almost ceases. RPGs fired into D Coy from viecinity XT 932298.
SA fire onto left and right flanks of A Coy. Small en probes
engage perimeter of D,C and A Coys.

0310 D Coy still receiving rockets from area KT 932298, C Coy under
mor fire, Counter mor fire and defensive fire directed at
XT 932258 and XT 949291 and all likely approach routes. LFT on
call.

0340 Main en attack launched at 1Pl and 3 P1 on A Coy's flanks with
B and C Coys respectively. Penetration into 3 Pl's locality.

C Coy engages across A Coy front with MG fire. B. Coy under
light attack,

0400 1 Pl and 3 Pl still being heavily éngaged. In does not press

. on once he has opened gap in defensive wire. Arty engaging fwd
of A and B Coys on close . '

0430 Flares dropped from Spooky. LFT engages area fwd of A and B
Coys. Arty fire resumed fwd of A and B Coys after LFT strike.

0500 En attack halted. In signal flares seen evidently to indicate
withdrawal. Ammo and 90mm RCL team moved fwd to A Coy from
1 RAR echelon and Atk Pl respectively,

0530 FAC on station. LITs continue to engage fwd of AyD and B Coys.
Arty fire on suspected en mov posns and withdrawal routes.
Difficulty encountered indicating own loecs to LFTDs during
action. Ammo carried fwd to A Coy in APCs. APCs and A Coy
elm counter attack into the sect posn of 3 P1 overrun earlier,

0545 Airstrike brought in on XT 946294 on diggings seen by FAC,

0555 En rearguard has final action with all coys prior to escaping.
It is estimated that en attack was in regimental strength with
one battalion plus moving against A Coy flanks and one battalion
to North of D and C Coys. Probably a battalion minus
uncommitted or used in battlefield clearance,

0605 Last contact with D Coy.

0615 All coys out of contact .

0630 Initial clearing commenced.

0700  All coys with APC elm (sect or tp HQ) given orders to commence
sweep to depth of 1000 metres at 0T730.

0730 Sweep commences.,

0905 B Coy contact 1 NVA - result 1 NVA KIA (BC) 1 RPG 2 captured.

0934 Possum sighted 200 pits im area XT 947234 ~ en FUP.

0957 C Coy captured one NVA PW, and one AK 47.

1440  Sniper fired into A Coy locality. Engaged with MT9 - no results

Results from the morning attacks: *

Own 4 KIA 16 WwIA
En 38 NVA KIA (BC), 1 PW
1500  Aslt Pnr Pl in new loc on A Coys left flank and under comd A Coy

17 May 0330 C Coy heard tapping on wire.
0730 Coys strengthened defences and each sent one pl fwd to sweep
area 1000 metres fwd of perimeter.
0945 12 pl found 34 x 60mm bombs at XT 931297.
0951 5 Pl found large bunder complex XT 940284 - not used for 6 months
1255 5 Pl found a satchel containing 2 x B40 rockets and med supplies
1715 5P1 contacted 1 on at XT 938282. Result 1 NVA KIA (BC) man
wounded two days previously. y
L 5
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18 May 68

19 May 68

20 May 68

21 May 68

22 May 68

1800

1930

0700-1730 B Coy,

0730~-1730 Each Coy had one

0745
0927

CONFIDENTTAL
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12 P1 found 4 mor base plate posns at XT 930299,
been used on ni 15/16 May and 23 x 60mm rds were destroyed.
En had fired 2 x 82mm from this loc which had been hit by
our own counter mor fire and evacuated.

A Coy saw one en break timber line to their front did not
fire.

Atk Pl and Bn HQ redeployed inside FSPB CORAL.

New locs B Coy XT 932290, Bn HQ 935294, Atk Pl XT 936294.
1 F1 A Coy now flanked by 102 Fd Bty. Areas fwd of A and B

Coys cleared with bulldozers. Standing ptls only fwd during
redeployment.

pl fwd in ambush posns during the day.

1 P1 engaged 3-5 en moving to the North East at XT 940292

with no result,

11 Pl found 1 en body two days old at XT 927926, also 41 wpn pits

running generally North East to South West.
RPG 7 ecaptured.

Docs and 1 X

0730~1730 Each Coy had one pl fwd in ambush posns during the day.

0758
0827

0600
0900
0937

1125

1505
1810

1900
0300
0730
0825

0850

0930
1030

0600

0940
1200

1535

0730

0817
1152

1155

1249
1300

1530
'

12 P1 sighted 1 en in creekline at XT
with arty with unknown results.
T P1 found 1 NVA body 300 metres fwd of C Coy Loc,

927297 and engaged

D Coy (-) began recce in force to the North.

9 P1 found 40 wpn pits at XT 945294,

12 P1 found toilet area in creek at XT 925300, and beginning
of large bunker system,

C Coy (-) found 1 body and a tunnel at X7 946295,
recovered.

D Coy (=) found large bunker system at XT 924306,

4 VC in grey seen to follow D Coy on return to FSPB CORAL-
engaged with mors with unknown results.

A Coy engaged 2 an at XT 943297 with unknown results.

2 AK ATs

20-30 mor rds landed in FSPB CORAL. No casualties.
mor fire bought down.

C Coy (-) commenced recce to the North East.

C Coy (-) found shirt with documents at XT 941294
C Coy (-9 found 30 x 60mm mor nose Caps.

5 P1 discovered

C Coy (=)

VC OP at XT 925285,
and RPG T optieal sight at XT 943294.

Counter

found 1 body, 5 x 60mm mor bombs, 2 Chicom grenades

D Coy (-) began rocce in force to the North.

12 P1 in contact with 1 en. Results unknowne.

1 Tp C Sgn 1 Amd Regt under op con following arrival at
FSPB CORAL.

10 P1 found 6 pits 3 days old at X7 921311,

One pl from each coy fwd in ambush posns during day.

B Coy escort 3 Tp C Sqn 1 Amd Regt to FSPB DALMORAL %o the
North at XT 938338,
8 P1 found on body 4-T days old at XT 947300.
B Coy and tanks in contact with 2 en (thought to be sentries)
at XT 928310. Results unknown.
B Coy hit en defended base area at XT 931311.
simo pl (+).
requested. :
Contact broken. Rosults 2 NVA KIA (BC). 1 own WIA dustoff.
Airstrike on en camp controlled by B Coy.
B Coy and tanks arrive FSPB BALMORAL and B Coy returns to
FSPB CORAL by air.

L l/6

Estimated en
B Coy told to extricate themselves. Airstrike

CONFIDENTTAL
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26 May 68 0025 10 p1 sentry fired at movement on the perimeter wire. Sentry
was wounded by incoming grenads.

0415-0430 FSPB CORAL came under sporadic mor and RPG fire, to draw
away fire sp from FSPR BALMORAL which came under ground
attack. No casualties.

0600 D Coy and 1 Tp C Sgn moved to site of B Coy's contact on 25

0730-1T730 Pls from Ay, B and C Coys carried out recces to East, North
East and South of FSPR CORAL.

1050  Scuth of FSPB CORAL alrstrike on XT 931312 prior to D Coy
entering area.

1227 10 P1 contacted by unknown number of en at XT 930310, Fire
SPp given by tanks of 1 Tp. Contact broken at 1315. Results
during this contact 3 NVA KTa (BC).

1420 10 pP1 again engaged by en from well Prepared bunker system at
930313. En engaged tanks with RPG 2s without success, 14
bunkers were destroyed by tanks and infantxry using flame.
Results 3 NVA KIA (BC) 3 NVA KIa (poss).

1520  Contact broken. D Coy and 1 Tp commence return to FSPB CORAL

1245-1600 2 P1 A Coy discovered 60mm mor base plate posn with
33 x 60mm bomb nose caps and 15 x T5mm RCL spent cages,

27 May 68 0730-1800 ¢ Coy carried out recce in force to XT 9629, 3 Pl

patrolled to South -+ 4o AT 9428 and 5 p1 patrolled to the
West to XT 9129,

1200 C Coy engaged 12 NVA with no result at MT 965299,

1310 € Coy while sweeping area of last contact were fired on by
NVA squad, with AK 47s and RPG 2. Results 3 own . WIA and
1 NVA KIA (BC)s 1 RPG 2 launcher (loaded) was captured
and destroyed in situation.

1341  Possum sighted recently used camp at XT 771307 and engaged
with medium arty,

2100 Movement on wire reported by C and D Coys.

28 May 68 0235 Bn stood to following ground attack on FSPB BALMORAL,

0244 Mor and RPG firc incoming into FSPR CORAL, particularly at
102 Fd Bty, A 2/35 US Avty, and C Coy { RAR.

0300 Mor fire cegsed from on. Main purpose seems to have been to
divert fire sp from FSPR BALMORAL to counter mor targets
around FSPB CORAL. No ground attack but movement was sighted
fwd of 1 P1. No casualties.

0700-1700 A Coy with 1 Tp ¢ Sgh carried out recce in force to the
area of XT 9361. Pls of ByCyD Coys patrolled +o Fast, North
East and North West rospectively.

0747 A Coy found badly decomposed body gt XT 938295,

0755 4 sticks were found fwd of D Coy marking main D Coy gun pits,

1200 4 P1 found remains of 3 bodies at old mor base plate posn at
AT 951291.

1356 4 Pl discovered wpn pits and riore produce.

1530 3 P1 observed 3 VC at XT 968312, Engaged with no result,

29 May 68 0600-1700 D Coy (=) carried out recce in force in areas XT 9129 and
XT 9130. B Coy plus 1 Tp C Sqn carried out recce in force in
area AT 9128. 9 Pl and scct 1 Tp A Sgn 3 Cav Regt patrolled
To the south to XT 9426, 3 Pl patrolled to XT 9528,

1010 B Coy discovered unoccupied bunker system of pl size at X7
964284. Posn had beon used to mount attack on 13 May.
Further bunkers were found to the South and North large
enough to accommodate a complete coy.

30 May 68 0700-1800 ¢ Coy carried out recce in force in area XT 9630 and
local ptls were conducted by other coys.,
0838 At XT 963301 ¢ Coy was engaged initially by 3 VC and then on
deploying came under firo from a large bunker system
containing an estimated NVA Coy (+). Between 0850-0300

-

CONFIDENTTAL

RCDIGT029514
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

— 4

mor fire fell on the rear elms of C Coy. T Pl was pinned
down by SA fire.

0915 C Coy requested reinforcement . LFT on station.

1000 1 Tp C Sgn plus 1 Tp A Sgn arrived and assaulted the en
posn enabling T P1 to withdraw., At least 8 en bunkers were
destroyed.

1120 C Coy again received mor fire. Arty and a LIT supported .
C Coy throughout the action,

1155 Contact broken. C Coy moved 500 metres to the West and
airstrikes followed up immediately. |

1215 Possum sighted 13 NVA in open clearing at XT 967297 and
engaged with medium arty. Results: Own 1 KIA s 4x
M 60 captured by en. En 24 NVA KIA (BC) 8 NVA KIA (poss)
13 NVA KBA (poss).

31 May 68 0208 RPG and mor fire fired South of FSPB CORAL - no casualties.
0T700-1800 A Coy carried ocut recce in force to the South BEast in
area AT 9726 and D Coy carried out recce in force to XT
9331 in vicinity of previously sited en camp. Other coys
carried out locagl ptls.
1200 D Coy found en base area deserted and destroyed by airstrikes
1410 At XT 974271 3 P1 cngaged 1 NVA with resuylt 1 NVA KIA (BC).
2108 Report of mor bombs falling 500 metres fwd of B Coy.
Suspected base plate posns engaged.
2338 7 P1 heard noises on the wire and engaged with grenades.

1 Jun 68 0730-1730 B Coy carried out recece in force with 1 Tp C Sqn in area
XT 9431 and XT 9531, Other coys carried out local patrolling

2 Jun 68 0730-1730 C Coy with 2 Tp C Sgn and 1 Tp A Sgn carried out recce in
force in XT 9629, Other Coys carried out local patrolling.
1200-1400 C Coy discovered; in the area of their contact of 30 May
at XT 963291, 5 NVA bodies, 1 RPG 2 launcher with rocket,
1 x AK 50 and 1 x AX 47. The ares had been hit heavily by
air and arty and bunkers and tunnecls were caved in. The
M 60 lost in the 30 Mey contact was recovered.,

3 Jun 68 0750-1800 1 p1 patrolled in area XT 4529. Other coys had pl sgize
ptls out. No contacts.

4 Jun 68 0700-1800 Pl sized ptls operated to the North, kasty, South East
and North West.
1130 Orders issued for abandonment of FSPB CORAL and retum to
NUI DAT.

2 Jun 66 0700-1800 Pl sigzed Ptls operated to the North, East, South Bast
and North West,

6 Jun 68 0800-1530 Air move by CH 47 of 1 RAR less B Coy to NUI DAT.
1400 B Coy escorts rear party road convoy to BEAR CAT.

Jun 68 1000 B Coy arrives at NUT DAT
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Annex C to

1 _RAR After Action Report 2/68

A COY AFTER ACIION REPORT
3 MAY — 6 JUN 6B

1. Contacts. These have been covered in detail by P1 Comd reports.
Additional comments are more thought provoking than adequate conclusions in
text. The enemy's intelligence system appears to be vastly over-rated; e.g.
the four tax collectors killed despite the fact that we had been in the area
for 48 hours and has used APC's and hels extensively. The group of 13 fired.
upon by 2 P1 north of CORAL can be disposed of similarly. The lone courier (?)/
bushwalker (?) killed by 3 F1 just south of C Coy's contact 24 hours earlier
vas completely off guard.

The enemy appear unwilling to press the advantage. The Coy wire was
blown in 7 different spots by bangalore on 16 May but I doubt whether more
than 50 broke through. About 12 bodies were recovered inside the wire. I
fully expected a 'banzai' type assault - he obviously had the number available
and concentrated to put this into effect.

Six lengths of o0ld signal cable, each about 350~400 metres long were
discovered during the sweep on the morning of the 16 May. They all led to the
enemy's SL in front of the Coy locality. It seems that they were laid by
pathfinder groups who followed our clearing patrols in and were then used as
guides for the main force.

The enemy is extremely silent in digging in. His nearest pPits were ﬁ
only 40 metres from the Coy loc but no report was received of any digging
noises.

It seems that his RPG gunners are accompanied by an ammo bearer. None
were found but it is significent that of the large number of RPG gunners killed
and recovered, none at all carried spare rounds.,

It is quite apparent that the enemy recovers the brass, even when in
close contact. Not one cartridge case was located by this Coy, despite inten-
sive searches. This is not afterthought; +the point was specifically mentioned
to me by OC A Coy 7 RAR.

2e sSupporting Arms. Difficulty was found in gulding tanks and APC's in
close country. Our solution was to use the Coy 2IC to direct them but it was
not really satisfactory. More discussion and practice on this point is required.
Both tanks and APC's were found to be cager to the extreme to join in the fray
and pressure had to be brought upon them to stay clear until the situation
became clear. The danger of having troops crushed is a very real ane.

The use of tac air sp gives ug a tremendous advantage over the enemy
but it can become two edged. More thought must be given to the co-ordination
of arty check fire and the commencement of alr strike, All too often the time
gap was too long, allowing the enemy to recover his casualties and break contact.

Target indication is difficult at night and discussion with gunship
pilots regarding this should take high priority. Tracer was used to great
effect and coloured smoke csn he detected in the light of illg flares but I
believe these to be makeshifi only,

3e Battle Intelligence. llost of this has been covered in para l. It is
significant to note that despite his lack of radio, the enemy is highly capable
of concentrating his forces in minimum time. The forces struck by A, B and D
Coys on the night of 13 May 68 were obviously called in to assist in the first
assault on CORAL, Fleet footed courier is the only suggestion I can make.

None of the enemy carried packs and the paucity of documents was quite
noticeable.

Whilst several of his weapons were amazingly new, the vast majority were
extremely old and in poor candition. O0il would seem to be at a premium and the
state of cleanliness left mach to be desired.

o) Ca

CONFIDENTT AL

e

RCDIGT1029514
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



CONFIDENTI AL

2a

4e Administration. Generally, the resupply, maintenance and evacuation
system ran well but the following points were noted:

2. Hrrors in transcription between 92 and 90E were frequent, despite
*Read back' by 92.

b. The lack of variely in Aust ration packs.

Ce The lack of daily information on the condition and location of
casualties initially. This was soon correoted by the issue of 2
daily casualty state to all sub units.

T

de. Shortcomings in the commodity code. A recommcnded amendment is
being prepared now.

5e Communications, These were most satisfactory. Coy HQ carried a
'squawk box' and it proved invaluable, particularly in defence. The require—
ment for a Bn controlled pool of spares is high. It is noted that they are
unavailable at this moment but it is a pressing point. Listening posts must

have a radio and the only current source at this stage is to take it from the
platoon. This is not satisfactory.

Walkie=-talkie down to sections are a must in defence. Valuable time
is lost using runners.

6. Cunulusinnaz'Majur Lessons anqLquummendatigEE.

Without being complacent, it is quite obvious that despite our short
comings we are more than a match for the NVA soldier, Constant vigilance is
essential and has been demonstrated.

Equally as important, a cut-off time must be given in the afternoon in
order that adequate digging may take place,

CoJ o ADAMSON Maj
OC A Coy

CONFIDENTT AL
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Appendix 1 to

MAnnex C to

1 RAR After Action Report 2/68

[ Contact- 1. 1100 hrs 10 May 68, Grid Reference 126217,

1 PL _AFTER ACTICN REPORT

A voice heard cooeeing outside Coy perimeter. Investigated by
2 Secty, 1 Pl under Lepl WHITESIDE. A wounded VC was found about 50 metres
from the Coy loc. He was offered medical assistance and terms of surrender
to Australians by the Sect Comd but made no reply. He was killed by an
M60 burst fired from sbout 15 metros., (OC's comment - see contact 1 for 2 P,

2 Support Arms. Not employed. Contact extremely close to Coy perimeter,

3. Battle Int. Not decided in that loc. All captured items retumed to
BnHQ. FEnemy contacted appeared to be fairly cloge to death from GSW but
maintained a high degree of discipline.

4. ﬁdmini%ﬁgatiun. Not applicable.
™ Communi cations. Highly important when working so close to a Coy

perimeter. Use of a runner to inform all pits of the Presence of gect
outside the perimeter is esgsential.

6. Conclusions. In view of the enemy's willingness for szelf sacrifice,
the system of offering him terms of surrender jeopardizes the section comds
safety by revealing his exact location and approximate distance to him,
(0C's comment - but must be done where possible).

3 1 Contact 2. 0510 13 May 68, Grid Reference 946305,

All the platoon had been alerted by firing at D Coy and BnHQ locations.
At the time gtated A group of VC, approximately 10-12 in number, were seen
moving on a N-3 track. VC were alerted to our presence By flare lights
reflecting off hutchies and began to disperse. They were engaged by M60
(40 rounds) u79 (approx 6 grenades) and M72.

A VC was highlighted by a close flare aiming an RPG 2 at the gun pit.
He was engaged by M60 fire and disintegrated under the impact of his own

A search the next morning confirmed the location of this individual
by a search blast mark and shortly after a VC with leg wounds was killed
approx 100 metres from the Coy perimeter.

2o Support Arms. Not employed due to progimity to Coy perimeter.

3. Battle Int. The enemy seemed to carty a very small amount of ammo,
considering he was carrying an AKA47.

4 Administration. Not applicable.

5 Communications. Not applicsble.

6. Conclusions. All hutchies should be erected to give a f1a¢ profile,

1. Contact 3. 1210 15 May 68, Grid Reference 947297 .

Five enemy were seen moving on the edge of a woodline immediately
following an airstrike approximately 500 metres N of a platoon ambush 1loc

at 946296,

The enemy dispersed, but the final trace of movement seen was
engaged by M72 fire. No result was gained,

2e Support Arms. Loestat of contact was passed but am unable to say if
an arvillery DF wag laid on a point further south.
3's Battle Int. No information gained,
4 . Administration, Not applicable,
'i‘l/?l
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2e
5 Communications. Not applicable. A1l comms functioned well.
6' 0 & #
Conclusions, Possibly advisable to Plan DF's to cover routes for

movement out of an alrstrike loc. A i i
_ : : o s the strike is pl: '
information, arvillery DF's could give positive reauft:.mEd i

1. Contact 4. 1510 16 May 68, Grid reference 943291.

Sniper firc taken off right flank pits, by the time locations of _

nearby patrols were establis : : .
activity was reported, hed, the si wation had quietened and no further

Ce Support Arms. MNot empl oyed .

3. Battle Int. Wone gained.

4. Administration, Not applicable.

5ia Communications. PFunctioned satisfactorily.

6. Clonclusions. o pogitive lesson gained. (OC's comment. Not so.

Location of friendlies was double stressed after this incidant)*
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1 Contacts.,
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Appendix 2 to
Amnex C to

, 1 RAR After Action Report 2/68
2 PL AFTER ACTION REPORT
“m_

Contact 1. 0615 8 May 68, Grid Reference 125217.

The Coy was harboured overnight on a track running through
thick jungle. MG Nog of right fwd sect heard voices coming down track.
The Coy was standing to at the time, there were no clearing patrols out.,
The gunner was well concealed and waited until the enemy was 5 metres
from him before opening up. At the same time the sect 2IC discharged-
two M18 mines and then followed up with 4 rounds of splintex from the
M79. The left fwd gunpit opened up and the enemy was caught in g crosgss-
fire. The enemy was not expecting us to be there as they had wms slung,
and were talking to each other.
Results. I 3 KIA (BC) 2 WIA (Blood trails)

In did not return our fire.
Captured. 1 x AK50 - 1 x Garand

1l x Ml Carbine - 1 x PPS SMQ

1l x 45 Pistol - Grenades

Docs, supplies, 3 X radios, 5 x packs.
Direction of en move. W to BE.
Results owmn. No casualties.
Bach MG initiated with min of 200 rds of TFWe62 link.
2 x M18 fired, 4 x M79.

Contact 2. 1615 13 May 68, Grig Reference 948292,

The platoon was in ambush posn near a track junction., There
was a large clearing to our S and SE. le were facing W. Visibility
to our front was clear up to 25 metres, then patchy up to 50 metres.
Left fwd pit of ambush reported movement on other side of clearing to
our S, Pl Sgt investigated and counted 13 (9 male and 4 poss female)
well camouflaged enemy moving in treeline 70 metres on far side of
clearing travelling E to W, Order was given to hold fire until enemy
intentions became clear, Enemy appeared to be collecting more camouf-
lage and seemed to be walting for someone. All enemy were armed. Two
enemy actually moved into ambush to Pick up more camouflage but were
not fired upon. Clearance could not be obtained for a fire mission.
After about 5 mins enemy started to move away to the SW, The left fwi

pit, see

ing this, opened fire with 7.62mm SLR and then GPMG M60., It

was thought that two enemy were wounded. Contact lasted 30 secs,

enemy did not return fire. It was thought that enemy broke into 2 EPS
four enemy going $o SW, nine enemy going to NW (verified later).

A sweep of the area was done and = pack containing rice and tobaceo
was fﬂund-

REHUltEi

Enemy - unknown.

Captured - 1 pack containing 51b rice, 21b tobaceo.
Owmn «~ no casualties.

50 rounds T.62 link and 10 rounds T+62 Bor were fired.

Contact 3. 0340 15 May 68, Grid Reference 040293 .

Right fwd MG post heard noises to their front. Two enemy stood
up about 15 metres fwd right of the pit. One of the picquets discharged
an M18 mine but the mine did not cover directly the area the enemy were
in. It is thought one of the cnemy was womded. A sweep of the area
was done a2t first light and 2 sets of tracks, a canteen of water and
a small pack of rice were fownd. The pl was not fired upme. It is
most likely that the énerly was probing to find out the quality and
placing of our defences.

Results.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

nemy - unknown.
Captured - 1 x water canteen
1 x belt
1l x pack of rice 11b
Own - no casualties
Ammo - 1 x M18 mine fired
1 x M26 thromm
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Contact 4. 1045 16 May 68, Grid reference 945297 .

Pl was taking part on Coy sweep, Three sects up. Soldier
in centre section came upon 1 VC lying apparently asleep on ground. ,
Soldier challenged VC who awoke and made an attempt to fire an RPG 7
lying beside him. Soldier was forced %o shoot VC for self protection.

There were several shell holes in the area so it is possible
that enemy had been stumned by arty explosion during the night and
was still sufferring after effects. =
Results. Enemy - 1 VC (NVA) KIA

Captured - 1 x RPG 7, webbing
Own = no casualties
5:X 5.56 rounds fired.

Contact 5. 1500 hrs 16 May 68, Grid reference 947298.

Pl was clearing along a track with aid of sect of APCs.
Formation two up, one back. Same formation for tracks, one behind
each section. Scout of right fwd section spotted 2 enemy behind g
large tree 20 metres to his front. Opened fire with SLR. M60 was
brought up. 2 APC's also moved up to give fire support. Left fwd
sect was brought up level with right fwd sect to join sweep. One
72 was fired at enemy. One enemy fled to the east, The pl moved
through area, picked up one body at tree and picked up a second body
20 metres further back. No known shots were fired at pl, After
re=org was complete movement was sighted ahead and on either side
of the track from the pl., PFire was brought to bear but results
unknown. A lead in to an enemy ambush was suspected so the Pl pulled
back and discontinued the task. Possum was in the air and gave
invaluable assistance hy telling us the actions of the VC who fled
from the tree. Before he died he placed an instantaneous hand grenade
beneath his wpn and one also beneath his body. This was spotted by
POoSsSulm .

Results. Inemy -~ 2 KIA (BC), one an NVA Officer.
Captured - 1 x AK47, 1 x grenade, webbing, docus
Own = No casualties
200 x 7:62 1111}:[9 50 X 7162 Bdrg 100 x 5156,
1 x M72, 10 x M79 were fired plus est 500 x 50 cal.

2o Su@_&_ orting Arms.

Contact 1. Artillery was used on likely enemy escape routes with
unknown results.

Contact 2. Ho clearance for Artys friendly forces too close. APC's
were later used t0 sweep the area but were not under control of the pl.

Contact 3. DF fired on possible enemy escape route. Results unkn own.,
Lontact 3

Contact 4. No support required.

Contact 5. APC's were used in a close fire sp roll and the 50 eal
MG's proved very effective in subduing the enemy. However, they seem
to prevent an immediate action drill in that soldiers appear loath to
move while the 50 cals are firing. Possum was used also in this
contact and proved effective in Spotting enemy movement and giving
directions.

3- Bﬂt'tlﬁ Int .

In all cases of the pl contacts, the enemy seemed sluggish in
their reactions, surprised to find us in a position where we could
hit them. Unwilling to retum fire, and inclined to run rather than
fight.

The enemy is a great digger of holes, and in most cases, will
dig a new pit rather then go back into an old ones He can dig 3
fighting pit with OHP in a very short time (est 2-=3 hrs) . Generally
amly a spider hole.
'I'I'.f.3l'
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The enemy goes to great lengths to camouflage himself, and
in some cases I believe he thinks this makes him invulnerable and
invinecible. I say this because, after crawling 40 or 50 yards, he
will suddenly stand up 10 yards from a pit. The erlemy was also seen
moving along in cover of trees and then to come out in the open and
make like a treec. One group of 13 enemy sighted were actually
carrying 4-5 ft trees and whenever a helicopter flew near, they
would stop and hold the tree above their hends. N

No enemy warning posts were discovered by the platom.

4. Administration. Nothing to report.
5. Communications. Field telephomes were used in FSPR CORAL. Several

of these phones were faulty when first used and caused inconvenience
for a few days. Possibly these phones were not checked before being
brought on operations.

The pl had congiderable use of two Walkie-Talkie radios,
however, these proved more of 3 hindrance than an aid. Tuning was
the major problem. Switches were easily knocked in the jungle
cauging noises that were loud and piercing. They were also used
on ambush but too much noise was made speaking into them,

(OC's comment - Agree to some extent but their good points are many).

6. Conclusions, Recommendaticns. Lessons. The enemy encountered by this
platoon appeared to be well Trained, however, I do not think their
heart was in the job at hand, their morale appeared to be very low.
They were well armed at all times and in most cases their weapons
appeared to be kept clean. (0C's comment - Note conflicting comment
mgde by OC A Coy). When forced with superior firepower, they used no
immediate action drills that were notviceable except to drop their
heavy equipment and run. They were experts in the field of camoufl nge
and quiet movement at night.

1 suggest that aserial phot ographs taken of the enemy pits in
their FUP's would provide information as to their design and strength.

I also recommend that 200 rounds is the minimun s MG should
initiate a contact with. (0C's comment — Coy SOP - it may be 2 case
of overkill but certainly prevents en from recovering cas — shock
effect is high),

Targets that are upwards of 50 metre distance should be treated
as area targets to be fired at with M72, UT9 and GPMG M60. A lesson
leamt by this pl helps to substantiate this.

In contact No 2, the soldier who opened fire on the enemy had
sufficient time to prepare an M72 and put the MG into position.
Instead, he opened fire with an SLR but did not have enough fire power
to cover the area. If he had have used the area wpns, I feel sure
we would have had a positive meeml+,
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| L RAR After Action Report 2/68
3 PL AFTER ACTION REPORTS
_—"—'-_--l—-—_-_.—_*____-

1 Contact 1. 1840 hrs 14 Moy 68, Grid reference 938294.

as Description. While in FSPB CORAL, T Sect 3 P1 was just beginning
to stand to when a burst of smgll arms fire opened up on them. The
direction of the fire was unknown and our return fire failed to
produce effects. The area was engaged with W79 fire and a cloge DF
was brought in.
Results., Friendly - 2 WIA

Enemy - unknown. o~

be Supporting Arms. The artillery covered the suspected area and
proved to be very accurate. The enemy tust have fled immediately.

ce. Battle Int. Nothing was obtained about the enemy except he will
"hit and run". Also he must use camoufl age extensively as the opening
fire wae quite close.

ds Administration. The anly administration involved was the dust-off,
which procecded very smoothly and quickly., Shell dressing must be
carried in the correct pogition as this saved time and caused no panic
with the medic.

€. Communications. We had noe problems.

f. Recommendations. Our own defensive fire must be brought to bear
immediately even if no definite enemy positions have been located.

24 Contact 2. 1740 hrs 17 May 68, COrid reference 938296,

as Description. Our listening post observed the movement, from eagt
to west, of 2 VC, approximately 500 metres to theirp front. They
engaged with the hope that the VO would take cover, thus allowing
artillery %o be brought down. Artillery was fired but results are
un}ﬂ]m-

b. Supporting Arms. The artillery came in quite quickly and after
a while, it covered the suspected area. Owing to lack of training

in voice procedure, members of the listening nost took considerable
time in adjusting the firve of the area where movement had been seen.

c. Battle Int. At such » distance, no intelligence about the enemy's
mission or tactics was leamt.

de Administration. No admin problems arose.

e« Communications., Nothing to report as all went well .

f« Recommendationa. As amy soldier could have tc¢ use the radio and
call in arty fire, the coys should ensure that lectures he given on
the fundanentals of voice procedure and the ad justment of arty fire.
The lectures shculd be given by experienced members,

3. Contact 3. 1530 hrs 28 May 68, Grid reference 967313.

a« Degcription. While on a Coy patrol, 3 pl was moving out into

a clearing., I had deployed the sections in n semi=-circul ar position,
on the verge of the clearing and was in the Process of calling fwd
the tanks to secure the clearing when the VC opened fire. It was
only a short automatic burst of small arms fire sbout 400-500 metres
%o our front. I had my three gunners open up and spray the general
area. The tanks came forward =nd using their own fall of shot, I
directed their fire to the general area. Artillery was then called
in. Results were unknown as we did not sweep across the road for
fear of it being mined.

L '/EI
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b. Supporting Arms. The tanks proved to be cumbersome and almost
over=ran some of my men. As there was no rctum of fire, it was
difficult to pin point actual enemy positions for the tanks to
E'n.gﬁgﬂ s

c. Battle Int. Again no enemy were killed or sighted so nothing
was learnt about them,

d, Adwinistration. There was no admin involved. T
e. Communications. The Coy net was over crowded. Only the pl in
contact plus the tanks should be on the net until the initiative
was regalned then the Coy could be notified,

(0C's comment — The problem is noted but in this case not easy to
rectify. Serub was thick and Coy 2IC had to direct, by radio, the
direction or mov of the tanks) ,

t. Recommendations. Tanks must be aware of every man's position
and this creates a problem if they do not. (ien must move to
éscape being crushed, thus exposing themselves). The most success—
ful way to get tanks firing into the correct area, is by means of
having them shoot one round direct ahead and adjust their fire from
there. This depends on vegetation and the location of the enemy .
Tracer is not successful in daylight,

4. Lontact 4. 1430 hrs 31 May 68, Grid reference 974271 .

ae Description; While on » Coy patrol, my pl had discovered freshly
used foot pads in grigd square 9727. e had reached the end of our
leg and we went into an all round defensive position on a track
junction. We heard VC voices and g single VC, wWeaponless, came
walking up the track. He was clad in shorts and bootg only. When

he was 15 metres away the lead corporal shot him and the gunners

also added fire. I moved an extra gun forward then moved eight
sections gun forward past the dead VC to cover the track while a
sweep was made. Then by fire and movement I moved both guns and the
search party back. I then called in artillery.

b. Supporting Amis. The arty took too long to come because of airp
clearances.

¢. DBattle Int. While near his camp this VC was over confident and

unsuspecting. Also they use tracks and fail to search the scrub
near the sides of the tracks.

d. Administration. Nothing to be reported.

e. Commmnications. No problems here.

f. Recommendations. Listening posts must be posted even in very
short rests, when on a track system. (0C's comment — this is a
MUST - constant vigilance by sentries will always pay off).

Tracks must be avoided, Long range patrols will find the
VC relaxed and unguarded. (0C's comment - FMipgt statement is
wrong. Contact will only be made by either:

(1) moving across contry and "stumbling" into base camps.

(2) ambushing tracks or using them as an axis as occurred
in this cage.

The VC/NVA use tracks exclusively and this one of our greatost
advantages over him. We are capable of moving undetected over large
distances and surprising him continuously).
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1 RAR After Action Report 2/68

B _COY AFTER ACTION REPORT
3 MAY - 7 JUN

General

i This report covers the contacts with the en at both Coy and Pl level.,
The reports of the P1 contacts are attached. :

o

Contacts.

2e The Coy was involved in two contacts with the en, the relevant
details follow.

Contact 1

3. a. Description. On 12 May 68, B Coy were deployed by hel into the
area of FSPB CORAL with the mission of securing and ambushing
AT 965279 during the ni 12/13 May. Due to a delay in the airmobile
phase, the Coy headed for its objective about two hrs behind sched-
ules and arrived in the gen area for the ni activity at 1830 hrs.
Recce of the objective and the issue of omders de g-ed the move in
a further forty-five minutes. At 1915 hrs, 4 P1 in the lead arrived
in the ambush posn at the same time as a group of en of about squad
stre 4 Pl opened fire with M60, no fire was returned. No further
contact was made with this party. A4s the en were in the immediate
area with the light completely faded the Coy did not dig, in an
attempt to prevent undue noise. At 0410 three VC were engaged by
6 P1 and one VC was hit. At 0515 the en fired about twelve M79
rounds into the posn killing one soldier and wounding another. Arty
was called in but the firing had ceased. At first 1t, the Coy dug
in. At 0815 hrs the en again engaged the posn with M79. This was
immediately retumed by the Coy using about four M79's. The en fire
stopped after only one or two rounds. 1o further contact was made
and at 0840 hrs the Coy withdrew to FSFB CORAL.

be Sujzgort}ng Arms. Arty was used ecach time the en fired though
there was eventually a restriction due o the requirements at CORAL.

Ca Le%ﬂpns.Learned.

(1) It is vital to the security of a unit that it has adequate
time to deploy and prepare its posn for last 1t. In this case,
the Coy arrived too late.

(2) It is imperative to dig in even when in close proximity of
the en.

(2) MT79s should be used immediately against en light indirect
Wmns e.g. 60mm mors, M79, even though arty has been called in.

. d. Conclusion. Had the Coy stopped earlier, it would have been
better prepared to ambush and withstand harrassment. Though the
objective would not perhaps have been reached, alternative object-
ives were aval and should have been accepted by the Coy.

Contact 2
4 as« Description. The Coy was ordered to egscort 2Tp C Sqgn 1 Armd

Regt from FSPB CORAL to FSPB BALMORAL. Due %o the later requirement +o fly
back, the Coy was reduced to seventy which limited the str to two pls with

a reduced Coy HQ. At 0745 hrs 25 May 68, the Coy moved from CORAL with the
Tp tks. At 1058 hre, the leading P1 (6 P1) contacted two en when the forward
scout fired at them as they lay in the open. The VC escaped north but were
suspected of moving toward the east or loft of axise 6 Pl were ordered to
secure the left flank of the axis of advance which was in jungle with 5 Pl
guarding the right and rear and the tks move central. One VC attempted to
close with the colum from the Jungle but was hit by 2 sect of 6 P1 who

R L
CONFIDENTTAL

RCDIGT0295 14
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



CONTTIDENTTAL
“‘“
., .

then attempted to clear the area but were themselves engaged by a

MG firing in depth. The tks were then deployed on the WEST flank
giving left flank and covering fire to 6 P1 who were ordered to

Secure that flank, &p1 advanced into the Jungle to within twonty
metres of the en who Wers in bunkers. One VC was killed by the Pl E
and one by the tks. 6 P1 were then subjected to fire from two op

more MG's firing in depth. Covercd by tks firing canistor 6 P1

were then withdrawn +o 9 Posn where they commanded the left flank

whilst the column by Passed the posn %o the RAST. Suhsequently'tha

Posn was subjected to an alrstrike as the Coy broke contact and
continued to move to FSPB BALMORAL.

b. SuEEDriigg Arms.

f1) Arty and mors werc used throughout thig contact, They
provided effective reutralizing fire forp the aslt by 6 p1 who
were able to close to within twenty metres of the en. Beforehand

the VC hagd attemptad firing as soon as our tps entered into the
Jungle edge,

(2) The tks broved most useful and it is felt that they could
have been used moye boldly in their Sp of 6P1 however the effect

of RPG fire on the tks was net them known and as the aim was

to get the tks to BALMORAL it was considered an unnecessary risk
to expose them to close atk rockets.

g00d fields of fire, Once Arty and mors Wwere used all en fire
Ceased except for SOMC spasmodic RPD firg,

d. Communications, As a résult of the requirement to reduce a Coy
strength to seventy no Coy 2IC was taken. It laterp occured that
the OC wasg arranging DUSTOFF, Python, keeping Bn informed and

controlling the battle at the same time, Result was that some
returns (eg Noticas) were not sent on time,

Ge Lessons Learned,
__—_II——____

(1) Inf/Tk cooperation on this gna later occasions difficulty was
@Xperienced in maintaining the Position of tks when moving with
Inf in jungle. Tt 1s necessary that they be continually guided by
the tps in front of them. Hence B Coy here use the alr/admin radio
to switch onto the Coy net and control the tks from immediately

t0 their front. Though the noise of tk engines has Surprisingly
little effect on forward scouts when mov they do cause adverse
conditions for listening by the falling anqd crashing of timber,

It was foung that by moving tks in bounds of fifty metres the noise

Problem wag overcome and control of the movement of tks improved,

(2) comg, Do +o the difficulties mentioneg in sub pars 4. 4,
above there appears - definite requirement for a battle 2IC at all
times. The FO Cannot be considered as on these occasions he is
haturally preoccupied, During mov of inf with Tks/APCs in thick
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country and when close to on it was found best to use the fol
system.

(a) One Pl clear fwd to three hundred metres from the
remainder of the Coy gP. The latter would then close up with
one pl in front and one in rear of the AFVs.

(b) On reaching the leading pl, which immediately mov %o the f
next bound, the Coy gp deployed as followss- -

(1) The AFVs, usually mov in open file, stop on reaching
the second pl. The first two vehs, ideally 30 metres

apart, remain facing along the axis. The remaining vehs
close wup, and except for the rear vehs, swing their barrels
to face outwards. The infantry elms then merely mowv to

fill the gaps between the AFVs e.g.

Moy . Halt

s i)
G A L H 1S<7
e—.-f el f
dH 7] i
H H Lh = 7F

AR 50
B ot

(c) Should the halt become protracted this gives agood basis
for a harbour posn.

(d) The advantages othorwise is that it demands the least
manouvering of AFVs which can take some considerable time and
make much noise if attempting to adopt a more formal fom e.g,
Waggon Wheel. '

f. Conclusion. Prior pPlaning between Inf and Tk can overcome most

difficulties. When brought to the right posn tks are a most
valuable source of direct and accurate fire and handsomely
complement the fire 8p of Arty and mors besides being able to
provide the intimate high fire sp required by inf in these
circumstances.

(R. HENNESSY)
Capt
OC B Coy
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Appendix 1 to Annex D

L RAR After Action Report 2/68
— o flhion lepor

CONTACT REPORT 4 PL

GR 964279

1ia Descrigtinn

En forces and own tps, both in single file, broke the Jungle line at

& similar time and Proceeded to walk on a parallel axis through a clearing,
the distance between the two Opposing forces was agbout 30 yds. The time was
approx 1920 and 4 Pl gas Part of B Coy were moving into the ni ambush posn .
The second section opened fire fizgt . they adopted the kneeling/lying posn
aving carried out an immediate ambush drill. The en, who were walking in
a tight gp with rifles slung, were taken completely by surprise. However,
on reflex action, they dived on the ground and were hidden by waist high
undergrowth. The Pfire fight lasted about one minute owing $o the failing
light, by then almost totally dark. There Was no follow up.,

= Conclusion

The en were apparently unaware of our Presence in the area. However,
he was obviously experienced in combat as his reactions were super quick.

3. Lessons Leamt

The leading sections reactions on seeing en forces was good. Hand
signals motivated an almost instant reaction and these and more were passed
throughout the P1, However, there was no fire control after the initial
burst of fire because the gect comd became directly involved in the fire
fights No areas wms, M72s, 79s, 26s were used - they would, because of the
sltuation, have done more damage to the en than SA fire.

4. Recommendation

Although not clear from the contact report, the P1 moved into an
ambush posn in the same vicinity as the contact., T think, if possible, an
attempt ought to be made to move out of the area by at least 300 yds and
then depending on the sltuation decide whether or not to carry out the
original task in the new loc.
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Appendix 2 to Amex D
L RAR After Action Report 2/68

Te Contact
s Pl was hatrboured with sentries out.

b.  Sentry fired on approx six bearers without spns who were protected
by approx four VC.

Ce  Two M60s and riflemen started firing as the VO broke from single

file and fled after firing several bursts from AK 47s.

de VC protection party tried to outflank Pl, hewever, they were caught
in a crossfire from MEO and M79s,

S Arty was brought down after which a search of the area was carried

f.  Results: 25 1b rice, cigarettes, bag of thongs. Marks indicating
2 VC suspected WIA (One of these confirmed in later contact ang killed)

Use of Arty - Arty rep handled,; no problems. Must brief arty reps
exactly where rounds must fall and where to correct to; depending on en mov.

En completely surprised. Tried to outflank Pl, however was stopped by
M60 and M79 fire.

4 . REEU.E NTR.

5# CDmH]Et

Handset failed during contact - made use of arty net which relayed to
Cﬂy CP.
6. Lessons

8« Sentries should Carry automatic wpn and MT9.

b, Sentries must be dug in and well camouflaged.

protection during sweep after contact.

C‘drych/ fe’/‘-@*’/ rﬂ;ar’effﬂ? VC amétiSAfﬂ? ‘)—/7/ ¢S f??fij'/ﬂﬂf

Kesolls  owvd xip
[Hosr K1A JAesr WIA

%7230 3T 945289

-

| |

-

——
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CONTACT REPORT h PL 16 MAY 68
1 OH XT 2
, [ Contact

8¢ Pl engaged in sweep to look for dead VC after attack on 'CORAL'.

b. MO0 gp came across six supposedly dead VC.

Cs While deploying one of the VCy clutching a loaded RPG 2 moved.
3

d.e The M60 fired t y
then cleared. Wo short bursts into the body and the area was

e»  Results 1 VC KIA (BC).

2e Sp_Arms
No use of Sp Ams.

3 En Tactics.

En previously wounded and rather than :
surrender he t i
Probably drugged as there wers empty drug phails in the Eﬂizizﬁ.tﬂ fight.

44 Admine. NTR
Se Comms, No problenms.
6. Lesson

e NE’U"EI‘ t k i 1
i ake anything for granted Oor bedmm certain when dealing with

be  Gun gp must be placed such that h
e able to take action instantl
ahd all members of the gp are not looking at the same area. Zilaind
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CONTACT REPORT 5 PL 17 MAY 68
17171 7TH XT 937 4

Ta Contact.

be Rifleman noticed a green shirt on the ground in thick grass.
Ce Hifleman covered area and called gun group fwd.

de  Gun gp noticed movt in the grass and fired in the area.

@« A search of the areé was then made.

f+  Resultss 1 VC KIA (BC) = no wpn. VC previously wounded.

2e Sp Amms. No sp amms used.
3. Battle Int. NTR,

4. Admin NTR.

De Comms. No problem.

6. Lessons.

Cs Due to the proximity of a standi

0 1 hg patrol, the Coy CP triecd +
halt the firing. A general direction of the firing hyythe Ptl izen
to Coy would have negated this command. &
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Appendix 3 fo Annex D

1 _RAR Aftter Actiomm Report 2/@@
AFTER ACTION REPORT 6 PL
M

Contact at Grid reference 932312 at 1058 urs. Duration of contact 122 min. =

1. Bescrigtiun.

a8+ Task -~ escort Tp tks North to 3 RAR at BALMORAL from CORAL FIRE
SP BASE.

b  Fwd Sect (8 sect) (mov one up) contacted two en (dressed in greens
and hats with cam on their hats and rifles) at 5 yds distance with a
burst from his M16, going to ground and returning fire as the en withdrew
North. Mors were called in duc North to cut them off, Pl ro orged
with no further inecident. Coy moved up and began Coy re-org.

Ce 9 Secty; left flank sect Pl reorg fired on an en with AK 50

as he approached their posn (possibly checking on what was going on)
and the sect received roturn fire. A sect sweep went in to clear the
one en seen wounded - That sect then was fired on by ILMG from 30 metres
and one own wounded received as sect was pulled back,

de A Pl sweep was ordered with tk fire sp from two sects and Pl HQ
moved within 20 metres of somo pits from which LMG fire was received
One en was shot (had been wounded before) and 1 AK 50 CIA - Pl was
withdrawn and heavy Arty sp called in. Coy then had Dust—-off for

1 WIA and moved out further North while A/S was called in.

2 Lessons Learnt.

Within the Pl when sweeping an cn contact area when going is heavy,
gun gps (with two sects up) are better controlled when closer to Pl Comd since
noise drowns out orders to and from the flanks. Tks could have been manouvered
to move on our flanks or in the centre for bettar fire control.
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Ammex E to '
1 RAR After ﬂc‘bim_ﬂegﬂr‘h 2/

C COY AFTER ACTION REPORT
R —tet————————

i C Coy 1 RAR was involved in the following contacts:

ae 14 lay 68. At 942300 at 1700 hrg, 7 P1 econtacted 9 VC who were
fleeing westwards after contaot with 'friendlies'. Result T VC KIA

2 VC POV, Own casualties 1 KTA, 2 WIA. In the middle of the contact-
the F1 was ordered to change frequencies to allow direct contact with
Possum aircraft and APC'sg, Although necessary in this case, it was
an additionsal difficulty to contend with, Subsequent patrols were
better briefed. However where patrols are Gdeployed in relatively
close proximity it is considered degirgble that they be controlled

on the Bn Comd Ilet.

b- ‘1_6 IIHT_' 6_8_-

(1) 4t 0300 hrs during the attack on FSFB CORAL, a small group
‘ of enemy were engaged 15 metres from the Coy perimeter. Result
D enemy XIA. This was probably designed to be a small, divers—-
lonary attack, as Wweapons recovered were 1 Bangalore torpedo,
1 RPG 2 plus rockets, 1 RPD and 3 AK4T'ss Little wire had been
laid in front of the Coy perimeter and there was no wire at the
point of contact. The enemy were obviously unaware of the Coy
locality which was in rubber and not obgerved easily by Cay.
The lack of wire in this, by not marking the coy perimeter, was
instrumental in achieving this result, Wire in many cases was
too far forward of coy perimeters.

(2} 4 Coy sweep supported by APC's resulted in one enemy POW

and one AK47. This POW may have been part of the group contac-—
ted as per b.(1)e The necessity for tps to be alert, inquisitive
and search thoroughly was brought out in this incident. Although
the soldiers were moving only approx 15 metres apart, they failed
to detect the enemy until he gave himsclf away by looking up when
an APC approached very close to his position.

Ca 2 i 68 ®

(1) At 1015 hrs at 968296, 9 P1 came under fire from an enemy
standing patrol dug in posns. The en posn was located in the
edge of o timber line overlooking a main track and an open aren.
Some difficul ty was initially experienced by 9 P1 in retuming
fire as they were unsure of the location of 7 Pl, who had

previously crossed the open area and were securing the same
timber line,

The enemy (aporox 12) withdrew when engaged with M60 and
79« Mo casualtics were sustained and the coy deployed in a
hasty defensive posn in the en loc. Following clearing ptls,
8 P1 were given a task to search due east for approx 300 metros.
hortly after their departure, the Coy was alerted by 9 Pl
sentries, who sighted five cneny dressed in camouflage suits,
The enemy split up and started firing into the COy posn.,

£ attempt by 9 P1 to clear in front of their loc met with
HPG and RPD fire. The enemy were then encaged by arty and mop
fire and a light fire team, 8 F1 then completed the task by
sweeping back across the 9 P1 perimeter. Result 2 WIA 1l en KIa,
further weapon pits were discovered mnd it would appear that the
coy had struck the outer defences of » larger en posn. Evac
of three of the cas was effected whilst 8 Pl was clearing the
southern pevimeter and the light fire team covered the exposed
western flank of the LP., A demolition of 2 RPQ rockets which
failed to detonate was not re-investigated as enemy were still
suspected to ke in the area and there was insufficient time %o
get further involved in ccntacts. The Coy then withdrew to RV
with APC's. Arty and mor fire was called in on the en posn.

‘ vl
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(2) lajor Points.

(3)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

(a) The initial Coy obstacle crossing could have been
handled better. In retrospect, the enemy in the general
area appeared to 81ght positions overlooking major
clearings and tracks.

(b) Reorganising in an enemy position has inherent dangers,
however, it was done %o get the coy into a secure posn and
allow further searching of the area. It Was apparent that
the en was prep to harrass and Teé—occupy hig dug in posns.
Our rejuirement is to clear to grester depth ASP, maintain
max security and to dig in.

(e) BEvac of wounded was successfully carried out with the
cooperation of the Dustoff helicqpter.

(d) 30 May 68.

Te Coy task - recce in strength,
963290 shortly after debussing
(9 Pl) was engaged by a dug in en Torce firing RPG's
and RPD's. To relieve pressure on 9 P1, 7 Pl was
ordered to move round the left flank and clezr in front
In attempting thig, 7 Pl was heavily engaged
, en also dug in. Both Fls were receiving fire
from the front and theirp flanks. 8 Pl was then moved
fwd to link with T Ply Coy HQ and 9 Pl in an attempt

to get all rownd def, Arty and mors were used but were
not Particularly effective at this stage, as the range
of contacts was as close as 10-15 metres, En mors
started firing into the fwd edge of the area of contgct
but caused no casualties and weve quickly silenced by
our own counter mor and arty fire. The en continued to
attempt to probe Or harrass round the flanks for the
duration of the contactes Mor, arty =nd » light fire
bteam gave good Support on the flanks and in depth
behind the main contact. With the arrival of a tp of
tanks and g tp of APC's, the COy was able to regain the
initiative. The tanks destroyed 8 en posms in T Fltg
area of contact whilst the APC's gave effective fire

8p to the flanks and fwd, and assigted in extricating
the wounded,

At 0840 hrs at o
from APC's, the lead Pl

At approx 1155 hrs the coy broice
Covering fire of tanks, APC's, mor and arty and with-
drew approx 500 metres. Murther arty and aip strikes
were directed onto the bosn including one by POSSUM
who reported sighting 13 en moving away from the area
On 2 Jun, the coy moved back to the ares
The en posn was designed for at least
4 coy and included bunkers, tumels, zig zag commm-
ication trenches to standing patrol Posns on all four
corners of the main posn.

(a) Tanks and APC's proved Particularly effective in giving
cloge direct fire 8P in what was thick scrubby country,
Using the coy net the tanke were directed fwd by 8 P1 ang

T Pl comds to where they were required. RPGQ's appeared to
bounce off the tanks. One APC took one RPQ rooket but no
major damage was involved. RPQ'g appeared ineffective
because of poor fields of fire., RPQ's againat infantry in
close comntry, aprat from the initial shock effect, also
Proved ineffective.

contact under

TP
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(b) Marking of targets in close country for light fire
teams proved difficult, Initially, coloured smoke was
used but the thrower was Tired on with an RPG. To move
the fire to the other flank a 'bold' correction of 400
metres was given. Thig was obviously not Specific
enough and resulted in 2 om troops WIA (remaining on
duty). One solution is to use the M79 firing a smoke
rounde This used to be known as a "practice! round,

15 available o SAS; but apparently not avallable to
this unit,

2a Emgl oyument of Sugpnrtigﬁ Arms,

as Tanks and APC's brovided excellent offensive direct fire supp ort
in closge count ry .

C. Lxisting communicagtions for infantry when mounted on APC's are
inadequate due to lack ofy or poor equipment.

de As previ ously mentioned an alternative to hang thrown smoke gren-~

ades is required to mark locations for light fire teams . suggest
M79 firing smoke.

3 . Battl E‘_ Int.

a. En made good use of communication trenches for alternative fire
Posns. In posns appeared to overlook tracks and clearings, were well
camouflaged from the air (inel tracks), were dug in with overhead

protection and had communication trenches linking main posn ang stand-
ing patrol posns.

b. En appeared Prepared to probe and harrass rownd flanks and maine-
tain contact. Two main contacts lasted 4-5 hours., °

C. IEn RPG fire used freely certainly produced a shock effect but was
ineffective in causing casualties.

4 * Admlniﬁt I'ﬂ'bi Ol «
'_'*'—-—‘-l—___

APC's proved quick and effective in casualty evacuation. In a heavy

contact and in close cowmtry, evac by DUSTOFF can be extremely difficult ang
lﬂ‘ng-

5e Communi cationg.

Only major comms breakdown occurred on coy net. This is attributable
10 operators not being able to hear over heavy volume of fire.

- I.L.G. CAMPBELL Ma j
11 Jun 68 OC C Coy, 1 RAR

RCDIGT1029514
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Annex F to

1 RAR After Action HEEGI"t 2{68
D COY AFTER ACTION -REPORT

OPERATION 3 MAY — 6 JUN 68
—— e Dol T O YUN GO

General

le The following after action report covers the period of operations
3 May - 6 Jun 68 as follows:

as Operatione in A0 BELIZE 3 - § lay 68. =
b. Operations from FSPB HARRISON 5 = 12 May 68.
Ce OUperations from FSPB CORAL 12 Nay - 6 Jun 68,

Contacts and Incidents.
e ———— e st g ot

2. a. AQ BELIZE 3 - 5 HMay 68.

(1) OQ140F - ¢rig Reference 341883.

Fwd scout of 11 Pl sighted fleeting glimpse of one en moving

EAST to WEST. Dressed in light brown or khaki. Engaged at 35
metres. Uil results.

Comment: Rapid and aggressive deployment failed to kill en.

Fleasing aspect was positive but economical con of fire by
sect comd.

(2) 041156H = Grid Reference 344874.

Lead sect of 10 P1 engaged one en in thick Primary jungle at
30 metres. Quick follow up failed 1o reveal any trace.

Comment: Again good fire con., lMinimum of ammo used and highest
bullet mark on trees was 2'6" above ground .

(3) 041298 ~ Brid RePersnss 350876,

Fwd scout 12 P1 slghted two en. Imgaged en who returmed
two shots. Pl swept area and was fired on. Uil results.

Coment: Con of fire not goods; too much ammo exreded.
b. FSEB HARRISON 5 - 12 May 68.
(1) 081030H - Grid R.ference 177166.

12 P1 investigated old allied def posn. Area in filthy
state with litter, eqpt, ammo and docus in area.

(2) 0812008 - Grig Reference 177162,

12 1 loc old destroyed en coy size def posn. Well congt-—
ructed, camouflaged, overhead cover, crawl trenches and well
def. Dvidence of 122mm rikta in area.

Comment: Contrast between allied and VC posn most marked .
BDelieve area NOT used since Op CCBURC.

Ce I'SPB CORAL 12 llay - 6 Jun 68.
(1) 121800H -~ Grig Reference 939309,

Lead seet 12 P1 sighted 10 en on side of track at 25 metre
range. Fired, killing one ey, remainder retumed SA fire incl
RPG 2, then withdrew leaving 1 x MK 47 and webbing., Arty firo
was brought to bear on withdrawal route at 600 metres range.

ooy

CONFIDENTT AL
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One own tps wounded in head by arty shrapnel whilst in prone
posn. In identified ag NVa, One VC sighted wearing black
unifomm.

Commemt: The en did not fire until we opened contact, Poss-
ibly confused by our uniform ang head gear. The 8P appeared
to be using a local VC as a guide.

(2) 1302250 - Grig Reference 939309, ~

12 P1 reported a large gp of en of uninowm size were to the
rear of the "gcout" &P. The cas were successfully evac by
"Dustoff", |

Comment: @M were using local guide to lead them towards FSPB
CORAL., Scout gp used by en.

(3) 130545H - Gpig Reference 939309,

S1X en passed 40 metres in front of 12 Pl moving WEST to
EAST. Ingaged by rfn killing one NVA capturing 1 x AK 47 and
1 x RFD MQ and small amount of Cambodian money.

Comment: M were returning along same route after withdrawing
from FSPB CORAL,

(4) 1309248 - Grig Reference 939310.

12 P1 sighted 5 en moving across their front at 200 metre
range. 12 P1 engaged the en who went to ground in bunkers,
12 P1 moved to intercept the en ang Came under automatic Sa
fire. Coy attack with LFT and arty 8P cleared the area with
3 NVA KT A, numerous blood trails left and capturing 3 x AK 47
docus and grenades. Posn was capable of holding pl sisze force.
In were not Prep 1o surrender, |

Comments LFT providcd unly.nautraliging*fire and was not as
effective as expected.,

(5) 1412000 - Grid Reforence 924307 .

12 P1 ambughed by 3 en who opened engagement with RPQ 2
Pl was backtracking along own track to take up ambush posn.
OUne own tps KTA, 4 WIA. Cas eventually evac after difficulty
experienced with Dustoff winch.

Comment: 01d lesson unfﬁrtunateljr releamt. Laying of immed-—
late ambush rear when on move could well pay resulis.

(6) 141400H - ¢prig Reference 923297,
10 P1 discovered calp complex along creek.
(7) 141750 ~ Grig Reference 923297,

Sect of 11 1 sighted 2 local VC wearing black. Fired
at 30 metres with nil result.

(8) 160240H - @rig Reference 930294,
En RPG, mor and Sa fire despite tree bursts, only one
soldier was slightly wounded., 211 Pers were in fighting pits

which gave adequate if not complete cover, M72 proved to be
very effective againsgt en G and rkit posns.
'l'll/3"

CONFIDENTT AL
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(9) 2309458 - Grid Reference 927301,

OUne en dressed in green appeared out of bushes al ongside
track. Machine gunner fired from the waist posn with nil
results.,

(10) 261227TH - Grid Reference 940312.

Coy was conducting recce in force in thick primary jungle
8p by one tp of tks. Leading gsect of 10 P1 sighted and killed
one NVA walking along path near bunker complex, In immediately
returned SA and RPG fire from concealed bunker system at 25
metre range. Tanks were called fwd =nd proceeded to clear area
with consistent APC BC and NG fire. One tank received 3 x RPQ 2
direct hits with no noticeable effect on the tanks. A total of
14 bunkers were destroyed and 7 HVA bodies counted. Six bunkers
were not searched due to lack of time and they were either
burning from the flame throwers or had been crushed in by the
tanks. The coy withdrew §%1ll in contact under the cover of
accurate and close arty and mor fire, There were no cas own tps.

Comment: The armd sp was of great value and no doubt saved cas
amongst own tps. They are an excellent W against bunkers and
the en is apparently not yet familiap with our Inf/hrmd tactica.,
Our tps were more than favourably impressed with the tanks. The

n Tactics.,

Ve as Contact Drills.

The en initiates fiany contacts and ambushes with RPG 2 fire
achieving considerable shock effect., Rven in the open and against
tanks, they fire high, possibly to achieve alrburst effect or to
neutralize the crew comd.

Comments The yge of the M72 in » similar or counter role hag

Proved to be highly effective. An II72 is carried by the second
scout as an auxiliary wpn.

b. Follow up Tactics.
The en does follow Up our ptls and ambushes our trails.

Comments (1) Immediate ambush rear may achieve results.

(2) The "book" is right.,
(3) They alsoc follow their own trails,

Ce 'Close Hug" Tactics.

They lie up close to FEBA in dead ground between grensde and
mﬂr/arty range.,

de Def Layout.

Their bunker systems are well sited with ome bunker covered by
two which in tum are covered by three or four. The bunkers are
golidly constructed, well camouflased, clean and concealed, often
with escape tunnels at the rear. Their toilets are well constructed
and are often outside the perimeter, giving early wng of their preg-
ence.

Coment (1) They must have read Inf Trg Vol IVL!

(2) It's a8y to be "sucked" in and to be suddenly engaged
from the flanks as well as the front.

'lil/lql'
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majority of pits Were sited close to the

CONFIDENTT AL
——-—-—-—-_....____
4.
(3) What ao they do with their spoil?

Ambush Sites.

A number of ambush siteg were discovered astride tracks. The
track on both sides to

cover the mogt likely approach. There weg surprisingly little

obvious flank op rear protection,

igh Claymores.

A number of Cclaymores were turned around or had wires cut.

The problem was overcome by burying the cablesg
mine and by shouting "Claymore" when firing,
were lowered below the Parapet. In addition,
cffectively on a starlight Scope and indicates if a

'buma‘d »

Empl oyment of SE.Armﬁ
4. a. Inf/Tk Coopetration in Juhgle.

(1) Navigation: No real problem b

delay while the tks manouvre.

(2) Pm: The tike moved in rear of Coy HQ and s
leaving the fwd P free to search the ground .
fmn Successfully employed are shown bel ow,

B
= £ =

[5<]

» Camouflaging the
whereupon all heads
whitz tape shows up
mine has been

ut tank compasgs similar to
8C compass would assist in maintaining direction, The tp comd

kept frm with peap of sp sect. Change of direction

imposes a

(b) Two Pls up cach with me sect up.

5 ; B2
e o s

[t = L

e = lv_!‘-! J -"‘:L- 3 ﬂr:'.,;[
ezl .._‘: o 20 —

(3) Control. No difficul ties wore experienced. All tks were
on the coy internal net using their B 47 radio. The tp comd

nomally only came on the alr with the remainder

watch., With the good comms, there w
tk LO with the Coy comd. No control

lienced wlen the tks moved fwgd and pl
tk concerned.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

P sect, thereby
The two types of
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(4) Tet indications Th
the tgt or used an M79
5ee the tgt before the ground tps.

was the most frequent method used,
in describing the fwg lin

(5) Use of Tks
they cleared the way

try follow
flame throwers, canister

devastating effect on the

we ensured flank

(6) Noise.
tks werc as
to ascertain theip posn,
they were travelling.
noise to bhe g problem.,
quiet in

(7)  Comm.

e P1 Comd orp ogt talked
0 mark,

against Bunkers,
made, the tks immediately moved fwd

ahead with canister, APC BC and MG fire.
The tks keep moving fwd blasting with canister and the
up clearing any

and the mere presence of this

and rear protection was maintained.
gave excellent protection to the i

The fwd

The problem lay in keeping the crows
a def/harbour posn.,

the tk onto
Often the crew comd could

The "reference your baprel"
No problem was encomntered

e of omn tps,

Cnece
and

the initial contact was
once clear of own tps,

Infan-~
uncrushed bunkers with grenades and

Nad 2
en. Canigter cleared the front =nd

The noise level wag very low and even when the
close ag 25 metres, it was exceedingly difficul+

OW many there were and which way

scouts did not congider the

No diffieculties were encountered provided radio

OP remembered to keep the AN PRC 25 get fudiim on "ON" ang

not on "gquelch".

to relay msg to sect,
stage,

(8) Admin., The tks were

and they carried reserve g

The tks were used on
The tk telephone
Fd sig were also effective Particularly to the drivers,

a valuable gource of
mmo and eqpt.

a number of occasions

additional water

(9) Marrying up/Prnp. Bssential but facilitated by route recce

b7 air and

Joint plamning.

e .Light Mire Teanm.

A light fire team Was used in conjunction with a coy atk.
fire was Purely suppressive but effectively neutralizing. The
MFC was used to con the team while the FO con the arty/ﬁﬂr fire,
Eatiafmctﬂny-identificatiun of own tps was achieved by uge of smoke,

Bﬂ ttle Int o
e S————

51 de

Routine,

The en aprparently spends mogt of his time in
building/improving op sleeping by day.
arently cook their meals
arg to commence

bunker either
maximum silence by day
it is consumed,
onwards.

Li steﬂing PGEtE{EarIE an.

Activity appe

and app

They maintain
the ni before
at about 1630 hrs

It appears that a major complex has listaning posts of up to

squad str loc at 5 number of pts 1500 - 2000 metres out,.

appears to have its

on the most likely approach.

Ce Iliarkers,

(1) Grug.

times the markers were
was a 216"
GHIIG,

lying on the

CONFIDENTT a1,
—_— Al
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Qur own pits were marked on two occasions.,
approx 100 metres out.
stake upright in the growmd directly in front of the

The second marker was two parallel sticks 18 long placed
ground pointing towards

the gun.
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(2) Mines, They appe
breaking three shrubs,
the three broken ends c

ared to indicate their own mines by

saplings or small tranches and having
onverging towards the mine.

(3) ng shots. Three shots fired

at a regular pattern appear
to have some wmg significance,

ional Lessong Releamt,

—————em s Jeleamt

6.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

8 Tracgg-

(1) A double edged wm.

used on tripod mounted GPM
concealment.

5, =

The tracer was removed from belts
G on fixed lines to facilitate

(2) Loading tracer as the second last round in both SIR

M16 magazines Proved to be a sound Practice to indicate expen-—-
diture.

b. GPMG.

The continual cleaning of GPMG ang spit polishing of link ammo
coupled with crew cooperation resul

ted in a far less number of
stoppages.
c. L79.

The MT79 loaded with canister round is very effective at short
ranges (less than 25 metres) in thick country,

d . Hﬂ'{fiﬁat iﬂn-

(l) Accurate Pacing plus correct conpass
Data sheets equates to accurate
by marked arty msns.

bearings coupled with
and precise navigation verified

as Def Routine,

Pl and Sect comds needed to he reminded

of the detailead routine
and conduct of the formal def.

b. Fire Control.

Using too much ammo and not usin

g fire to best effect. Keeping
the M16 change lever off "automatic"

assists.,

Ale HAMMEDTT Maj
OC D Coy 1 RAR

CONFIDENTTI AL
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PRECEDENCE ACTION PRECEDENCE INFO DATE TIME GROUP MESSAGE

MESSAGE FORM

INSTRUCTIONS

PRIORITY 12 D% 7 JUN 68
FROM 1 RAR SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
TO 4 (OY, B COY, C COY, D COY, SP COY, SIG PL, CONFIDENTTIAL
MOR FL, ASLT PNR PL, ATK PL, AIMIN COY, ORIGINATOR'S NUMBE
€O, 2IC, OPS OFFR, BC, ADJT, IO, QM, AGM, A 789 R
HMO, 2IC ADMIN COY, BEM, HQ 1 ATF, A SQN
o 3 CAV REGT, 12 FD REGT RAA, 1 FD SQN RAE,
161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT, 67 (I SECT, 2 SAS SQN,
3 RAR; 4 RAR, 5 RAR, 6 RAR, 9 RAR, US ARMY AVN
LO, CP, COMDS DIARY, BN LO
INFO

o MENDMENT NO. ONE TO QPO 6/68 DATED 12 JUN 68 (+) ALFA (.) DELETE FSPB DUSTER
EREVER IT OCCURS CMM INSERT FSPB KIAMA (¢) BRAW (.) 3 D(2)(a) QMM DELETE

FSFB DUSTER YT 1311 CMM INSERT FSPB KTAMA YT 094145 (o) ACK

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

DRAFTER'S NAME OFFICE TELE NO
SMITH ADJT EMP
LEASING OFFICER'S SIGNATURE AND RANK
X CAPT
L -
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