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PART 1

COVERING LETTER

Reference No..... 239 . ...

To: OIC, Military History Section, AHQ.

1. I enclose Commanders Diary (AF C2118) (Adapted)
as indicated at Part 2.

N 2. Please return receipt below.

Q (Signature) . 2L —>*< «“% A “ag

3 Appointment....0C,. 161..(Inden) Recce Flt.
(OC Unit or senior staff officer)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

PART 2 AF C 2119 (Adapted)
Revised Jun, 1965

SECRET :

ORIGINAL } Strike out where

not applicable

COMMANDERS DIARY

OF
161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT
Uik of FORMBEROR ..................oocon B i i e ssssiitivist i siesasi oo ise

Fyom Y00t 70 @ B 25 mqg31QtTO © &

INDEX

Enclosure Numbers

Narrative (AF C 2118)

ANNEXES

* A Duty officer’s log

*B Messages connected with log
Operation orders and instructions issued
Operation orders and instructions received
Sitreps issued
Orders of battle and-location"réports qssued . = = = LG
Intelligence reports and summaries issued; appreciations made @ ...
Administrative orders and instructions issued = L
Administrative orders and-instructions received = .

Administrative reports and bulletins; ammunition returns; field strength
returns s E Fa A g8 kR . 88

SMandiieonlers sl 8 B . L E B B &8 F 0 oF g @ Blewm :
Commander’s policy and demi-official letters
Acbi~Teports GE reduiired) = W UV e 8 o ¥ 2 KB B2E 0 G
Other papers, eg, maps and diagrams, air photos, reports from sub units
Periodical summaries of operations

Top Secret Supplementary Diary T NIL
-+ RETAINED

* Only to be included during operations.

t Cross out whichever is not applicable. Ol e AR

==IIAQTmmoa

NOZZU R
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PART 3
COMMANDERS DIARIES

INSTRUCTIONS

AIM

1= The aim of a Commanders Diary is to provide data on which to base future improvements in Army
training, equipment, organization and administration, and to furnish historians with a record of the activities of
units and formations in operational and non-operational periods in peace and in war.

GENERAL

2 Entries are to be made daily on AF C2118 (Adapted) each entry being initialled by the officer
detailed to keep it.

3. Commanders Diaries will conform with the rules for drafting orders given in “Staff Duties (Australia)”
Chapter 2, Section 12.

RESPONSIBILITY

During Non-operational Periods
4. A Commanders Diary is to be compiled by commanders of all formations.

a. Commanders of all formations. |

b. Each branch of the staff at formation headquarters commanded by a brigadier or above.
¢. Heads of services not below the rank of lieutenant colonel.

d. Personal staffs and officers holding special appointments.

e. Unit commanders.

f. Commanders of a detachment of a unit when so ordered.

COMPILATION

6. Both original and duplicate copies are to consist of:
a. Cover (AF C2119) (Adapted).
b. Index as printed on cover.
¢. Narrative (AF C2118) (Adapted).
d. Annexes as shown in the Index.

T All details of the unit or formation (if a detachment is concerned, the name of the parent unit), period
covered and enclosure numbers of the annexes are to be shown on the cover. If there has been a change of
command since the last report, the date of assumption by the new commanding officer is to be included.

8. The annexes are to be assembled in the groups shown on the cover. If there are no enclosures for
an annex NIL will be entered on the cover. If additional anncxusBare convenient for a particular headquarters,
i tarting at B.

for operations form Annex “Z”, “TOP SECRET
the document. It is to be prepared and disposed of as

TENTS

es as well as map references), establishment, equipment

1 orders given.
1e day’s fighting, including company movements.
imander with regard to equipment, tactics, organization

E

tential importance.

> officers, men and equipment.

yment captured.

smployed in the time not accounted for. The type of

and to save work as much information as possible is to
aments issued and received, routine returns, etci All .. - =~
and the time of receipt or despatch is to be given.- -

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m

g\_}.}‘t‘"\ q‘:___-;

i_— E:\"- 11_. C:}ij‘. = Dl

he annexes, but need not give a precis of any of them.

(continued on back cover)
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DISPOSAL

13.  Original Commander’s Diary. This is to be forwarded monthly, unless otherwise ordered, by .ae
seventh day of the succeeding month direct to AHQ.

14, Duplicate Commander’s Diary. This must be clearly marked as a duplicate. It is to be sent
separately from the original to AHQ one month after the original has been despatched but not before the
former has been acknowledged.

15.  When overseas, both copies of diaries are to be sent through the Army Records organization in the
overseas theatre but at different times.

16. TOP SECRET Supplementary Diaries.

a. The documents referred to in Paragraph 9 together with a list of them made out on AF C 2118
(Adatﬂtcd) must be placed in separate cover (AF C2119) (Adapted). All details must be filled in
and the cover clearly marked in red: “ANNEX Z — OFFICER ONLY”. It may be convenient to

group the papers by appendices.
b. Supplementary diaries must be forwarded under the normal rules for TOP SECRET

correspondence, to AHQ. The inner envelope must be plainly marked:
TOP SECRET

) ANNEX Z to : —

04846 161 (INDEP) RECCE"__FLTE

Commanders Diary of........... (Formation or Unit)

et Dew D o B

e e g e PR R P R R RN R L R R R e S R L R L L R R

c. The duplicate supplementary diaries must be despatched as shown in Paragraph 14 as soon as
receipt of the eriginal has been acknowledged.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m
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f COMMANDIRS DIARY NARRATIVE AF-C2118 (Adapted)
. UNIT/FORMATION 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT

/

MONTH AND YEAR ..9GR.IQ..... REFIRENCE MAP , FRAUG JUY, PROVINCE ........ COMMANDING OFFICER ]&Il %IJE CALVERT, | /
[

[Place and grid | Date Time I | Event or information . Anniex letter and
. | ~ | enclosure number

v ——

reference

i
: i
q e
|
|
+
i

.
¥
T et R e e T - s — = — e e e IR PR A S —— - e S ST e e S PR s ————————————eee RS Sl t P R et LS E A 4
L = &

Vo e A S T  Duging Ostebem, eneny aotivity again vemained ab @ lowlevel , , . .. |
| |tne endof the nontih the wet season commensed to taper off. Tae fiyingrete |
R e ——————— . S
0 |Ae sexvicesbility remained high at 97%. e | AT T
1___“__ ) = 4 Enhm of operations ru: the m was that unit pilots commenced an | O At |

Lm_mﬂmn_mmmmmmxm = e i
swamp lying betweea VUNG TAU and SAIGON snd Nowtha to Highway

— - - e R ML ——— LA R A it < W - s M- A p— . T e EEGE T N it L T C TRl T ]

 avea had long been a safe haven for VIET CONG because of the few allied operations Eloxitls o JOR |

- ELd s Es by e e e e R

L linke the eress Unit VR in the avea soea produced good mesults and operabions |

e L weze. eemmenced oh intelligence galneds . . ENR e o ol i i i |
L _M.Mﬁhm_tﬂ_lﬂ!ﬂ._}/ﬂ Alp Cav US Avmy Avn was vecommeneed

R e T T Y R i e T . r =@ mri o ——— B bemiyen L T ST T T s ST e - ¢

e e A s e e I QR Tolin Paptuidge Jeined thek wait ob QIAWIOT, 000000000 .
= oo 2ut D.H. Earley veturned te Ausirvelia, heving completed his touxr of duty === . =
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COMMANDIRS DIARY NARRATIVE AF-C2118 (Adapted)
- UNIT/FORMATION 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT

HO]TPH AHD Y-E;...'EER AE B APV BB NP O REM]C.E I'I“IfiP 868 @0 8 e W EE OSSN R I R COT'@FW‘IDIHG Omcm ll'l'll'l-l'llll-l-l-'lll'l'll

B i e i

hﬁame and grid | Date . Time i Event or information i Annex letter and
: |

r l y Y i | =
reference ' | encleosure number
- _—1 e . T — o —— —

: [ i
I ol el oneniaetd e S Senmamle e e e
L i

L

!

} 5 The month was free of ae ineidents,

< o s ] o s i AT : --.I'..nun—- B T a R T :

i
1 it (e, S S P e ms mmm s e aw _.___-_I_-w-—-—- S EEm—— e o am T W mma < & =wn m . PR - A A S — e e B G —.———.—._-_-.-.h-.-.-Lu e e 8 T T R r——

.........

Y5 607753 | 1 0et @ 0800 _; 2Lt Hayes located & track which moved East o Grid YS 617753 and then continued

T i - T S T L S

z East. The traek appeared to have been used in the previous 1% R L SN .
two weeks by 2 or more persons,

P ' i a  E ———

-l e el il [P

Y5 4279 | 1 0ct . 1000 | It Ellwood located a trask ome week old, and used by 4-5 people. It led along |

_the Weat side of the rubber about 10m inte the jungle to the West, IFrom the |

-, iE e EEE e - — l-r--d----—-'-'r-rll e S e — —7-r R s rETTEET T e s—F -

 Southema edge of the rubber the track was followed to YS 422786 before being lest, = =

e EETE TEr e

L E——— T T WLARE S MR e pmm - e ] T R e e

. YS 360788 | 1 Qe%_ | 1200 ;. 2Li Hayes located fresh diggings in thiek vegefation at the Noxrth Weet edge of | ... . :

.| s1eaning. Estimated to be two days old. Ground rooted up in aveas abowt 2' wide
i W4l 000 I Ao Sl

_______ YS 709736 . 1 Qet | 1300 ; 2Lt Monteith maxked for #n airsirike, BDA Nil, o |

.. < ——— - 1 —— S oy i N T ST Y -u-\.-.-—--r-l—-.—.-r = e . W —— e . o

:‘ | | |

j 4 - —. L - e —— B e

o, T R T e — PR — =l rz - D e SR RS SSEES W W SEN e mm—— =

.18 T18754 T 2 Oct ,L_HQ:&PQ_.-__. _2Lt Montelth followed a traeck whieh was. located in a previous wvepord, The treek . = |
% A,
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COMMANDIRS DIARY NARRAITVE AF-C2118 (Adapted)
UNIT/FORMATION 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT

HDHTHAHDYEBRnnnnun-----.;. REEMCEI\’L&P LR RN AR NN N NN T R GGMEMINGOWCER LI B B BN B ] ' |

P, --.--—-—---——.—..-_-.._...._.!. e e — e e — S i
Place and grid |, Date , Time ' Event or information e o i -
reference | I ey _ o s e - enclosure number !
. E o e
e — r_ﬁ_ﬂ{_‘ﬁl’ﬂu picked up at ¥S 718754 and passed through the following grids, ¥S 715744, | .
i :
COMER SR, S Paer 15 706740, Y8 706737, where it entered the tree lines At YS 696730 a lay up
| = ! Sl e &
R e AT O . point was located. The track continued on to YS 696728 where it entered the
F LS repu iy, S | S 4...:.1*;.."3:.?,? line and was lost
| Assmmmren el s UL S e s Aaton
A8 393809 4 2 Oct | 1200 2Lt llonteith located = very fresh track between the above grid and the orecks
3 *i NENEES o A |
L RGN T Sy llo camp could be Located. |
* | i o= =
A8 _T28769 2 Oct + 1000 | 2Lt Gibson located a large rest up ares used recently. The %rack from the NE
oo da k. e} o1 8plits at this point, one running NW and the other SW. A% YS 729773 a large treb
e WAKH 8 txack running to it was sighted, e
15 T_Qi]’ﬁ)___q_ 2 Oct 1800 - 2Lt llonteith marked for an o irstrike on a suspected enemy campe BDA Nil
IR 701745 4 3 Oct | 0630 ! 2Lt Monteith sighted tracks under the ca nopy 'zk which appeared mite fresh, and
2 i A e iy the cleared under the trees suggest possible lay up arce.
Y8491723 - | 30ct: | 1000 i It Ikoloverth nazied for an el bl |
F SEETDAR Al o, el P 1—-.:3.,...“._ oo _E_ v QG "‘"'*E":-l_:-.t':".} mgriced for all &-LJ.‘E"[;I'MEL ___BD.L':L 1 hut uncovereds
| e i e T e N W T <0 I
YS (- ! i I E (R, 1o g i 4
| BB 20 { 3 0t 1430 e Lt llackworth sighted one track and followed it fron the grid Horth West glong u‘lk Xy el y =i
: |
i : 1

n ) cxreek which it crossed at IS 506723 and then ran along %he Nowth Eastern side Df!

ki
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AP -C 2118(4Adapted)
Revised Jun 1966

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE
UNIT/FORMATION. cevosesonnccnosscase .o

MTIHBND m-'*""""" REFERHICEMAP"“""""""""‘ GOMMAHDIH-G DFFICERII“I!III-'-l‘llilllli

Date ||| Time { | . Event or infommation 1] Annex letter and
-| | enclosure number
1 i a 1. e s L - R P . R P T £ ¢ Pt M e \
. _}L -L; .--JUl:L E_.J:.T.. ._:_--.F !'::‘IIL:_ = E:;E J.:l' -‘1 v ] s JI_I_:LJ'\\ | ""'-1" ¥ Wn N 12 8] l’. : 1-1,1 mEg = | u i 8] = =W : = WP [ Lo s

R e et

F = -y W f X g - = 0 - - _': I T ol e = M - "“I ._.l" ....- i " -: . =] = = [ T ?
| Cabout 20m inside the treeline n onen areas anoeox 3000 S ol is g Lso _slioua . —_—
: i
LT e Y - i ks L . b T — .::_ a = ...l' - - - i i ".'|:'I y | TS _II_ :L..I 311 i §0 gl = L L;‘ L el q..=_-.__ 1B L...rJ :
S——————-. 4 : recant moveneanbte AU Lo {LJ_“ 4. g L1006 LIalh Waes LOLLWEWL L rags:ts C | o : Lt
e — F ;1_ - e I T
1 e W direction to link up with a fairly recent truck track atb |
} agtablished traci i g =i AlTrectlon] GO LAl WP wWaldl o & d—- L 4 — e A -
. ke e e e
[ o | !
: !
- 1 -I':- r -}TT r
\ it L . 2 N - - m e m— — =— = = e ——— | ————————
— - n------'i {
i' Lt | . ] ] ; dans which were well tended ab above grid and av [
va 70EAGA i Dk & 4600 oLt Haves found extensive rice gardens willch were we cended av ack grid ala & - —
15 54 6 . A4 UCT 1 | ,__U,., ; 24t Hayes 1O0Wll & wEisLVE Ce 2] A2
¥
-~ r —r . e T # B k.l gt v 3 AL A -’] olw g "-I:-" ] A- 2 ]"‘i daa Ty £ 3 :L ] 173, ”I-,_-.l fﬁE Lu.li fiE=] :;DL' L,.E:,.I- - Je 1 ""'E
'S (O H : | (= | ] ¥ i y - ] } | ‘.: F* . | 1) | - _'_l,l' -y . - [
L 209 and Ie | 10 K e Al LW UJLio0L. i sl'acik. gCulvlidy LU pd i pidian - o =
- e & - — J——— S
i e 1= 1.3 ~
") -l'FIE'.""-::':}' D'LI"'J" p— = ———— - SEEm T s
- . - - e S e . e e s i
L - ] & -
. s iy A T kil - 1 L. A 1 g, . =1 =N L= Y N P
1 = = gyl A 5 J & el 1 :_ -1 e n e by P T i alfa |..1 ] | '-“-:‘:x | W =18 1 | | 1 {-:1 [ - —-..I-.- U-L‘l 1L J—.ll*
. h_lb J:-L-L f ;_.:.j: - E;l HEL-_——-——-_I-I-———_-.*L# L:il‘ - Glu L“r.‘““ --:-Iﬂ:l - '!:-— _-':'.I'--- .—;-D_L G{MML ) = - e — T

__.—_—_—_.—i_——-———_"——-

i oy 'Fi_-'
= & ¥ = i - " | = .I- e = = _|_"_‘.‘ ] " 'I- . = - - L
oLt Gibaon sighted g larsze fresh rest areg With TIrgCias JIWANIILE 1o/De

Ll

aDPLOX ave old on the edge ol the
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COMUANDERS DIARY WARRATIVE AP-02118 (Adapted)
= _ UNIT/FORMATION 161 (INDEP) RECCE FL”
. MONTH AND YEAR coescecscosocs ERERENCE MAP & o sosinniies «omen somsvis COMMANDING OFFICER ..« sa0essnsios v sis
%*Place and grid | Date TTime g-._._ Event or information i i  Annex letter and ;
reference E { enclosure number |
ML IS, S [T SO S | AT ST I o e ——— s :
. YS 410789 *_Ii__:';__Qgt_j;,d.-*laﬂﬁﬁ,... j2Lt Gibson sighted a cemp fire in bamboo which was fairly i_'??_%b__Fiiﬂlﬁl_fﬂ'__@_@z%ﬂ;-.__ﬂ- ) e
4, O R H;* g | i :d;;:gunﬁ it. At grid ¥5'412780_a track running NS was followed and appeared to be| W L P 1),
- _1__“ 2 N two_weeks old, WO el 5 I ! e (SR
Y5 394795 1506t ! oLt Monteith sighted a camp containing 3 bunkers which had been used repently ?'”'5. 3 F l
Ak M. A . 1 wag possibly occupied at the timé, J : N A el
: |
XS 623593 :E..___@.__Qﬂt 0800 __ | 2Lt Hayes gighted sh old camp cohtaining about six bunkers, visible due Yo the _;_ o |
bt _lcomouflage sbove the burkers dying. A% Grid YS 597580 tracks running along the | e et ol ‘
s o .__._.i i ROBOR eptimated Yo be of 20 people, . RN e e : !
0} _-.“13.35&17.63_.,,.._'____,.6_gct,_;_ _1010.__|Lt Mackworth followed a frack from a lie up exea at the above grid, in a SV diredtion. - oo o i
’ L e L g _ﬂﬂﬂ_ﬁ_t_t__rgg___ﬂh_@__ﬁu_g_i Chan Pha at approx YS 349754 and turned South, Two new tracks I} " f
e R Vi i,_ - - _ywere gighted, both looked the same age and had been Iuae{i by _a number of people. o A - - A e
RN _,_-___.-__W_JI_II}.._'E;L_@!GEE_EB-ﬁh one would split up and then join up aghdn, T et U SR IS SNy
.t JOOBOE. f_.qﬁu_ﬁ.at_h_MJZOD____i.BLt_Hmteﬂ Sighted a vegetable garden Bagt of a rice garden, The ground had beenlcleaxed . _ .

: i
LS i 4 tand tended but not in the last week. A track led from here to the East, along the ..~ |
1 | .' |
T B +_____j___“_________*_,_j_pgq_q:_@p_ gide of a little lake, to YS 703858 and joined another track at YS 707858, Kot
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AF -C 2118(Adapted)
Reviged Jun 1966

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE
UNTR BORMATION. ..o vosononsssnsnannny .

-mqﬁmnmﬁﬂ-i*""""" MCEM"""""'-"‘."-' COMMAHDIH{; UFFICER;.---.-----r--ttr---l

Place and grid {| Date || Time . Event or infomation - {|Amex letter and
reference | . | enclosure number
: I == —.—:————n—_—— =
| _ ! |
e YE qurj .r G J t ; "“--_il;‘ I-‘-"H r_i 8 g1 o) - ta 1"' [ ] ?—1‘ TNaETaAAaS .S 1497 TV K My e = T = . -:1':""'""’ -"' G I
i
A T3
!
YS 192723 1 haagn markas T an 3! i - ] e e
e i ’
i | |
15 372724 8 Oct M 1745 2Lt Gibson marked for an airstrike, BDA Fil , |
T —— . _— -'.:'_ - e e S 3 I .
t W
S 3671 9 Ocv 5} 0830 JLt Barley sighted fresh tracks running SW which were under 24 hrs old and used by 15=20
r y | re - ¥ N L | - i
L people, The track was followed to Y5 348692 where =6 TC were moving SW over the Knoll. |

s A3

ble at the base of trees while ond

t
i

moved back 2 VC were kenpt under observation until
- = il el e m}- ] - ——
&
) lﬁ oynghips arrived, After the gunsghi h xpended, a continuation of the initial track wgs i =i

TR sighted on the SW gide of the ridge, Auntomatic fire wds received at this time, Arty
e e — e W WM e RN == = = =T .
J
| | wag directed onto the first area and
: - . el P Ak : ]
ingerted into YS 344697 to move into the area, One wounded VC was capbured,

YS 714741 9 Dot | 000 Lt Ea¥ley sighted tracks under 24 hrs old moving from indicated grid X8XXX Vest to a cregk

and South entering the tree line at Y5 710732, This track wag then followed Noxth. from
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|

AF -C 2118 (Adapted)
T fom i 10 b5 s i he COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE s .

annexes in AF -C 2119 (Adapted). UNIT/FORMATION

Place and grid . - . . Annex letter and
Fefstasice Date Time Event or information enclosiive natibie

o g [ A2 T14741. around . . the. Fastemm. side. of finbered.area.in. Grid. Y5.7174..2and. NE.$0.YS.. 7307700 . L ccorereererrenen. e e
st e vererenenrenenen b SRE%. poink. the. brack. .split,. one.mowving. WE,..the.athexr moving. West. along. the..txree. line. |........ T MU
0L . (e 20,10 1800, .. ALl Greoks Indienhed 15=20 DBBDERA. . ..o momsmsiommmns sk st e s omar i s s ismn B om0 L S
............ Y3 .735785......00001..0. 20 D0k 1. 9245 2Lt Hayes. sighted. a track. that came from. .the fest, crossed.a.creck. and a.clearing .and thpn............

.|.disappeared. ab. that. point,.... It appeared.. bto.have.been.a. canp..area.although.no. . hunkers. WelE. ....covvvveenreieeciriereessessesasrnaaes

0 e S e N S LR RN TR M -sighted, . ..There. was..generally. ne. movenent.along..the. tragk,..and..the..canopy. . was. .£airly. ...l

.............................................. BT . I AL+ tas b e AT R R e A I I R R e b SR b s LN i e S i bl

(1 BRI . . 11.0¢t . . 1.....1210 1.2Lt Bell sighted & track which was spprox.3.wesks.old,. it was. followed from Grid SMATIT. e

lllllllllllllllllllllllll

EWO-Ey.. . | for approx. 1000 . yds. N throush open. eomn T e e,

B TI=T3..iilo 1. 008 | 3400 | LY. Barley. sighted. reanlar. ox . cavt traffic.on . Bte. . 23.88 far. F.a8.5he. 73 Bastinga. .. 0ne. 0% | s ssetase e

B89, i 0BTE. Srack. . went. from Ré..23. to..a..cocomut. grove. . at. Grid. 713668... AL XS, 7RT673. 8. B8 oo e
.Single. ox..cart. track. went. fron. Rie. 23 .10 .Y5. . 727668..... At this. point.a. . cleared . area . OACT . | e steras s,
J..the. trees.confaining . piled. thatching. . was..lacated. and 1. felled tree. 200m K. . . Becanb. ool | .oiininneeasiennes
.tracks..of. 15=20.people,. which.were.undasxr. 1. week..0ld,. . comnected..the. lather. . grid..and. . ....ccc.o]oiiieeeeiireesssesssessessseesns
X8..722668,....From..that. point..a..foot. . track .of .gimilar.size.and..age.wape. £011oWed . QCT08S ... fuwiiiiiieiiii e esensesessnaens
% 1.311&..23...tn..:the..HE,....‘.i.t...ruughl:,r“‘_F’.ulluwﬂd.”ﬁhe..m::;;r:}ﬁa.d..,traak*.nn...thﬁ..map]“ﬂ;ﬂ..‘.L’En'...'1’.?.658.5”1*:&1.6&&.... ..............................................

------------------------------------------------------------------

Jit.was.logt.in. the. tree. line,.. An. .ox. cart. frack with.fresh.use.was. located . and. Lol owed b e

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

........................................................................... verresnsesnenmeenef ool . REe.. 23.. 40.. Y 8.. 717687 .4.....AL.. that . point. 1. sbtopped..ak..a. . grave. of . treca. . with . no. evidence| . . . s
| 1 BP Coy—275/65—55m
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF -C 2119 (Adapted).

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION.......

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Place and grid
reference Date

Time

Event or information

Annex letter and

.......................................................................

----------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------

--------------------------

lllllllllllllllllllllll

By e 1V R (R i 0« S

---------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

llllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllll

--------------------------

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

---------------------

----------------------

----------------------

”,Flm]k-':hf..a,..creel:,,tu...a...la;_;..up..aa:aa,.....51.13“351534..fbmglf.ﬂ..ﬂﬁﬂ?ﬂ..Iﬂl.l.ﬂ'ﬂﬁﬂ..in-.,ﬁ...ﬁﬂﬂﬁhﬁﬁll-’ ..............

S E A B mE AR

loftimber cubtting in. the. ares... Mirther.ox. carhks. with.recent use.were.alse. located. in. the..

. Horthern. area. of the VR. area....The 5. side.of. the. road. had. two. track.systens,. one.was.thres

...,,,]‘.‘fﬁfﬂiﬁﬂﬂlﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂ...‘hhﬁ..ﬂﬂ&ﬁﬂpﬂftﬂd..ﬂpp&&l‘&d..‘bﬂ”}}.z.-":ire..bEEﬂ..1&&&..1:11311..1..m‘ﬂeli..Qlﬂ...,..cf!...m{...car:ts.”which...................

bark... Foot. tracks. in.the VR area were. far heavier.than. thab. consistent.wmith.the.ox . .cart. | e
.2Lit..Bell. lacated. a. fool. track which. .had. been.used. .within . the.. previous. week,. it . was Lollowed........coiinnii.
..fthe..previons. week, . was. located,. it was..followed. NE.to.Y3.416814,....There was. .8 . Lie WP QLRG| ..o,

Bt .Y5.412810 which had.a.track. jobning. the above.track.at.¥S.411812,...A5.Y5.432806.a.hole | ....cooiinnincriririnninn,

..approx. A'x2'x6". was.found.. at. the. edge.of..a.clearing,. it.appeared. fo..have. been..an..0ld. grave,

nlso.joined.at.. that..poink,....AL. YS..356679..fairly. £resh. track was.followed.3.along. .the W.. ..

1irection. to.a. large. hut. of galvanised. iron. and wood about 12'x6', There were no signs

were. 1. kilonetre outside. civilian aceess,. were.geen. rebhwming. to. luyen.lloe with 1oeads of |

SW..from..the. given. Grid. £o.Y5..423789,... At .75..408812..a..£oot.. track. . which.had.algo . baen Rsed...[....ouuin.
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of .recent use, but it was usable, . .. o
1 BP Coy—275/65—55m
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Lt Nackworth. sighted a.lean. to. hutchie behind.a . big rock... After further investigation.al......

......| pergon. wag..found..squatiing. domn. outgide..the.shelter,...It. was..probably..an .0ld. - WomMAR . A0 8 oo,
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..iap..to.this. point. appeared.quite. fresh,. .and. . from here. the. track.joined. the marked. drack. on. . ...ocoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiins

llllllllllllllllllllll

----------------------

L1

R VE R R i Ty T et T e R T i e e e (TP i eyt N it ol gty PSS S oy o I e g O e Rl iy e e o

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

.1.2L%. Manteith. sighted.a.trakk found.on. a previons VR and. .was. followed up further. . to. the. .. |,

Noxrth.Bast.and. at. . Y35..794809. a. pack was. found. just.off the.side..of. the. track,.. The track.. |

the. map..and..contimued. Noxrth,... A track. from.Y3.794809..0.. the. West was.. fallowed..and . led . £o.f.eeeennee....

¥S..791810.. where . a. large. camp..was. located,. 200x80. metres,... 3. bunkers. and..a.well. were........ A S et

---------------------

----------------------

2Lt . Gibaon. sighted. a. track. from.the lW. which. tums. af. this. point.and heads due Fast..........

.. sighted. and..by.. the..size..of..the. camp..thexre..could. ba.guite..a. . fewmmore.....The. .camp . was..fresh |..ccccoiinnnnnienccnn,

........................................

1t . Was. aporox..24. hrs..old. and..nsed. . by..15=20.people..carrying. loads,....The. track.goes..at..........

least. 6000m. o .the. .E but. . mas. unable. 0. be. £o)loWed . Bur e r . ..o i ieeieeieeeiesesussesssssssssnessssssiaion, L
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2Lt Gibson .marked. for.an . airstrike... BDA.2 bunkers. Camagele....ccoveerneermercnsorenss

AII00. .

R

..Capt Cairns.sighted very heavy.tracks. leading. to. the Sowbh from this point to what ... .

.from ENE. then turns.South....AT Y3 691847 .a hombed.camp.shows. signs. of.rebuilding.... Iron

..&aood. . condition. and wire. .mesh. cover.2m .ol track.e............

.51 long.x. 116" . round,. placed. at. the.bhase. of .a. free... AL .YS. 874858 4. 014 Inawkee®. Sardens | ......cooiviiniiisiosseaieins

|..appears. to.be. .a rest area. at. Y98 778706. with. tracks..2=3.days..0ld. hy. 30+ . persons,. bthe . ..

.Irack.leads. . from. the. resatk. ares. $0.Y3. 780092 where. it was. lost among. 014, APC. tracks......

..JMaj..Calvert. sighted. a.well. defined. track.recently nsed... One. track. from. . MW. joins. a tragk.........coivvievemn i R s !

..............................................

sgheets in. aurrounding. area..could. cover. andefzround. caches... AL NS . 094842 one . DUBKET. A0 . oot seeiessisessessessesnes

..2Lt. Bell. sighted . a track . and..followed.it. SW . 10.Y5..870840......The. track. was. well .worn.but. |..........

|..was.unable. to.determine. when..it. was.last. uged,.. A5.Y35.868847..a.large.bundle..approx............ Lkl Lo A AR L

in. the . ares.with. plants. etill. growing.but..did. nok.appear.fo. have been.attended. fio. . recenflya.......
..2hLt. Monteith. sighted.. the. camp.which. had.not. been.damaged.. by...the. airstrike.,....The . pack.......
..1ocabed.at. . Y5.794812. has. been. removed. showing.that. moyement . in. the area . is.guilte . recenliy.....cccoriririerierenmerasnen |

2Lt.Bell. sichted.gardens. with. .young. plants:. growing....At.YS.732756. several. tracks. 1888 A0E0. oo,
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Oct 70 ( Cons)

AF-C2118 (Adapted)
UNIT/FORMATION 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT

IANDIRS DIARY NARRATIVE

| MONTH AND YEAR +ouvvseoossess REFERINCE AP vovvuvereonsacsncnsonons COMMANDING OFFICER o.esersassnoesscsss
& | Place and grid Event or information ' o W
reference . enclosure number
EBO 84 19 Uét i 1405 | 2Lt Hayes sighted a c'r:v.a.ll tracl' on the wesat side of clearing headed S to N
_ N70-82 1605 used in last week, R b . Tl PR : :
, 5 0 S T LIS R SO . e i 2 : B J . g |
f53576 9 19 Oct Lt Ellwood carried out a VR of this grid and sighted old bunkers in the area,
T " g R - — —s = (S IPN . " g LMD 0
JI' e L 1 One had an old hut frame over it ;a,nflmtafr:rls?s E.,j:jiiuﬂf;?ﬂ:t: P’rnbab%i THGTE bunkers
; * ) | in the area, and track leads out of camp down spur line to SE,
F'LO-EGE.Et %20 El'ct 1000 ELLE{oPtﬂlth located 2 patrol base at YS 737643 of approx r: I-}p.gplw, and e
N Coast-64 1200 J tracks show 2 small circular patrols 'I;uhITc}rth and Eas't. At YS 772665 and g )
- | wly ' _ 1 B .Y:: 768656 twc: rice ;}r.trdﬂns were sighted with approx 2 ac::*e; of rice in each, =
At YS 743616 tracks of apf;;:"}?;;ule ent;;; L,;: iten Sheglgere fo i oas
- followed backwards along tz*ack to west and came E"r:o*t small laj up area at |
9 ey i - | NI o LS s R St SRS
i YS_T_"}’!B‘!G X gi_}_g}ci HELt Monteith marked "'E an airgtrike, BDA: Nil o7, |
YS?’_B'&TG5 1 20 Oct _1-1700 2Lt Barley =sighted a track which had been used by *.-?0-3; peupl; within l-"‘lﬁt i _ IO
36 hours, Followed I‘Tovth-:ﬂt thT*;u:; ;'; 351{?7:75 1?:} Yﬂjazﬁaﬂ‘ AFAS W Ui S
. b ' .-
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AP-C2118 (Adapted)

| - UNIT/FORMATION 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT

Oct 70 (Cont) | | |
ﬂO}ITH m YEAR S s r R TR e me !trmP L L I R N N N N NN N RN NN RRE : CUM{MEING Omm ...-.;....'..".....

CQMIANDIRS DIARY NARRATIVE

Event or information | i Ammex letter and’ °

Place and grid

reference

enclosure number

| YS 373764 21 Oect : 0800 Lt Barley sighted a track, It led from the North-east throuzh the clearing

! R R e - - . prp—

— -
T—
T TR S b T e e b o e s — B — - —— . .

into a night harbour position, At YS 373812 a light track passes through a

2 I e an N | lwg_f banana tra ck
' ol . . " "
15043611 21 Oct 1000 Capt Cairns sighted a heavy track., It had beenmised hy 204 pe n::-ple. It ran

T e B TR a-—.n-—,j -_j
S R R ey s e — e —— [r e
- e s -

South-west to a rest up area at ¥S6366023 and had been used in the previous

s . | i | -
= 1-2 days. Another track was located at YS644601 which had been used by approx
20 people and led west to YS632597 where it was lost in thick sorub,
':‘_ ' ) 2 R To=rEs — - ==l — S I
_q-,,¥a943791 22 Oct 3 0800 2Lt Gibson located a camp unﬂer n*unbou:r on a G-me}, with 2, Immjhly 3’ huﬂq{ sy
2 ont o : . alp e o . -
..i..I‘ld fighting pits on "outhern side of creek., At YS282786 a possible camp was
1Dca'ted, with fresh tracks coming from South and West,
YST705805 22 Oat 1400 ?Lt Monteith 1n:~-1!:-*3+3 a camp consisgting of at least 3 bunkers, There was
S - — —.*- e PR —— P _—— e s R
heavy track in camp area, but did not appear to have been used in last week,
X i - L SR a L , i % - 1 =k ! .
116:?1?_39 - | 24 0::1_;__ 1400_ 1 2Lt ]3:—:-11 signted a track which led along the edge of clearing to Y86ﬂ383 5 e

It had been used recently by 3+ people,

—amm - Fmias,

= ¥ g -

YS 779766 26 Oct 1200 j 2Lt Gibson located a possiblz camp mrea, Tracks led off fire trail to a

ke

.- — —%—I
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Place and grid |

AF-C2118 (Adapted)

COWIANDIRS DIARY NARRATIVE
UNIT/FORMATION 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT

WCE.‘VM GeteanserresssssonassarRree . CDT@'MEING Omm llli'!l"“l"llil“

Event or information | " { Annex letter and
reference enclosure number
| large cleared area under thick trees,
YS800753 26 Oct 1300 oLt Gibson located one hut with possible bunkers located on Western side of
| the previous camp area, Recent tracks in area, An airstrike was
= o e - o - . e s S - - = nm P — NPT Sp— TR il e oy Rt s i g e
y recommended, At YS790755 a track ran North across a creek and turned East ‘
L to a track Junction at Y%‘Bf}l?lﬁﬁ, Track split at that point, goling Hast and

North, Track had been used by 5-10 people recently,

e s S -

R TR

5 &

oLt Hayes fichted a small platform made of sticks on top of a knoll, several

..... f ik
£ : Araa had o nd areas were cleared under the foliage
months old, Area had many caves, and areas were cleared unde i@ foliage
he slopes of the hills, but definite movement or camps sighted,
on the slopes of the nhills, DUt No I g
= i T e ot R s ST P St i e S e O e s g s e RSl e - i el ey A S P & i NS i e s e s ek — " P
= 3 = - - et e S B T = . - .. 1 Ta o 1 = - 4.0
Y5702618 27 Oct 1430 Capt Cairns located a rest area approx T5m x 75 m, which had been used 1-2 |
: o N ST - B prEe o TE R R | e i i il e el ack e R R S ] : b I
: 1 " L if . £ —y - . g Fom 1""' 0 Ty
1 weeks previouslyv., Numerous tracks within 1000m of coast and the rest area
- LA - M
] had vpossibly been made by friendly troops
had possibly been made by friendly troops.
- - — - = L E——— L e = - - N i Rl — Erp— — - -
: |
- o - eIrh o~ a 1 3 ' & 1 1 1- 4 g BBl =T e vy “:-'"l M & 1 : Pk c =
Y3791762 28 Oct 1000 oLt Bell located a track which had been used by approximetly 4 people
a I = - i : - 4 = 1 - Ar "-.'
within previous fortnight., It led Bast to a track junction at Y3804703.
—_— = R ———— bl e ' ‘
! A track South from this location ap: eared to have been used-by.1-2 people, !
Fa¥ne s L — - i | g _‘:
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Oct 70 (

‘ Cont)
L

a8 8
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CQMIANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE
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AF-C2118 (Adapted)
UNIT/FORMATION 161 (INDEP) RECCR® FLT

COMMANDING OFFICER n---rt:.qiii.; TER L

- " 1 - & M
Place and grid Event or information Amnex letter and
; - ]
- reference enclosure number
i a ¥ - i - . | » L Y " = = r' 5 = -
i A track with recent use was followed from Y3810762 to YS5815T762, 1t was | h
- R . L T - EE § e —— - R — - e — R . w4 e R e R L D= e T e, S o i = A - e s m— Tt S S T el ; .
poggibly an extension of the previously mentioned track, I
A i 1 o
i = e T m—— [ —— i me - e o L ki e ——. ™ L ES R * — u
i
- o 2 BT e P PE gt e T 1 . 3 " _ iy 4 . 27 A -
37_,!@{33 ] 31 Oct 1000 2Lt Monteith while carvyying out a L nearda loud explosion at YS5T790834, and l
. 3 - — a- --h- - . e - pi—" —— iaa L R T T R i _4----.-_.“-&-1- B e - ——
¥ i 1. L L= T I - . - e e s o ¥ ol ' e
the aireraft was buffeted by the force at 1000 ft, A close inspection ol the
e e . T i | o
— < —— - e i = e = e g PR —, L s = = = T —
! area revealed nothing, No further incidents occurred,
—— ‘—-'- i =i '. - — ey
. B e =SS S —_— B o = e A - i P N R
I e PSS e - i - —
i |
’ |
My e . e v w B el R e e IT T — = ’-—J = = - ———— B, S — e —— oL I e A= - st e Pkl il i Gl | A B P e e - A== - o R
an e m—— o — B s e s = s S mm— o e e = g - S T e e L R e ——— -y —— I — - . . i _— . g1 T - e —-—---rn_l v S & i | W vy
S _# E L= T3 = e B T T S R AR R TSR M T - —— = = L — M _—
= e . ' - Pl i — - - —— - 8 =@ 8 e = - o i il s g —— - .
o - - - e - = Flangreslis — — - — -
e o L e S _n--lJ—t ———— i & — e — il e P B SR S L e . e i il el o — - i s
JE—— — i s o il v o — il
L :
e g i . - p— L —I‘ E—— e — 1 _l'
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