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PART 1

COVERING LETTER

Reference Num :

To: OIC, Military History Section, AHQ.

1. I enclose Commanders Diary (AF C2118) (Adapted)
as indicated at Part 2.

2. Please return receipt belo

(Signature) .. Xt LC ' Ay,
i Appointment. 0G.161. (Indep). Recce Fit . .
Q- (OC Unit or senior staff officer)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

;PHRT 2 ¢ AF C2119 (Adapted)
ol "SECRET (
ORIGINAL } Strike out where
~DUPLICATE Rot spplicabte
COMMANDERS DIARY

OF

Unit or Formation 161(1“‘1@)3”“31*' alil

Eydm. '™ a1 .. §idBl Tt )R R

INDEX
Narrative (AF C 2118) Enclosure Numbers
ANNEXES |
5 PDuly ol iR & 8 .. ™ G ¥ M = 8 B 0 ... .
*D Mcaglages conngted with/'loge: == & @ & & 9= o 2@ o A8® .. to .05 8.
€ Operation. orders and insttuctions isswed £ 32 = & o e o T
D Operation orders and instructions received R i BB s A R
YE Shepyimos $ 22 B O HE =R e 02 9 . EBhI o AP . I
¥ Ordégrnolbittle andilocaton™reports jssped . @ - 28 2 & & ... i
G Intelligence reports and summaries issued; appreciations made B SR RO s
H Administrative orders and instructions issued =~ . .. R
I  Administrative orders and instructions received 5 N R
J  Administrative reports and bulletins; ammunition returns; field strength
Utk T 00O R LR ER A RS M a0 e B
P Madiic ordlets sugd O B o B B F B ¥ 0 RmE e 2 o, 08 Kot
L Commander’s policy and demi-official letters B 1D s
M Action reports (if required) e .. 10
.N  Other papers, eg, maps and diagrams, air photos, reports from sub units  .......... to
O Ferniodical summaries ‘of operatiots @ o 2 42 20 B 000F 0 e to ‘
Z Top Secret Supplementary Diary T NIL
T RETAINED
T Despatched to
* Only to be included during operations.
t Cross out whichever is not applicable. A AR U e .
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PART 3
COMMANDERS DIARIES
INSTRUCTIONS

AIM

1. The aim of a Commanders Diary is to provide data on which to base future improvements in Army
training, equipment, organization and administration, and to furnish historians with a record of the activities of
units ande?urmatinns in operational and non-operational periods in peace and in war.

GENERAL

2. Entries are to be made daily on AF C 2118 (Adapted) each entry being initialled by the officer
detailed to keep it.

3. Commanders Diaries will conform with the rules for drafting orders given in “Staff Duties (Australia)”,
Chapter 2, Section 12.

RESPONSIBILITY
During Non-operational Periods
4, A Commanders Diary is to be compiled by commanders of all formations.

During Operational Periods (1)
3. A Commanders Diary is to be compiled in duplicate by:
a. Commanders of all formations.
b. Each branch of the staff at formation headquarters commanded by a brigadier or above.
¢. Heads of services not below the rank of licutenant colonel. 3
d. Personal staffs and officers holding special appointments.
e. Unit commanders.
f. Commanders of a detachment of a unit when so ordered.

COMPILATION

6. Both original and duplicate copies are to consist of:
a. Cover (AF C2119) (Adapted).
b. Index as printed on cover.
¢. Narrative (AF C2118) (Adapted).
d. Annexes as shown in the Index.

gy All details of the unit or formation (if a detachment is concerned, the name of the parent unit), period
covered and enclosure numbers of the annexes are to be shown on the cover. If there has been a change of
command since the last report, the date of assumption by the new commanding officer is to be included.

8. The annexes are to be assembled in the groups shown on the cover. If there are no enclosures for
an annex NIL will be entered on the cover. If additional annexes are convenient for a particular headquarters.
. . 3 oomsoreamess so.ansanns OrOne af B

for operations form Annex “Z”, “TOP SECRET
the document. It is to be prepared and disposed of as

FENTS

>s as well as map references), establishment, equipment

1 orders given.
1¢ day’s fighting, including company movements.
amander with regard to equipment, tactics, organization

-ential importance.

» officers, men and equipment.

yment captured.

smployed in the time not accounted for. The type of

and to save work as much information as possible is to
. 9 iments issued and received, routine returns, etc. Al
and the time of receipt or despatch is to be given.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m
i-':‘\i'l,‘_'_l W i ’13-‘_-

== i o (continued on back cover)
[ﬁ\ \ \ £ €y 3 T

ne annexes, but need not give a precis of any of them.
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DISPOSAL

13.  Original Commander’s Diary. This is to be forwarded monthly, unless otherwise ordered, by e
seventh day of the succeeding month direct to AHQ.

14.  Duplicate Commander’s Diary. This must be clearly marked as a duplicate. It is to be sent
separately from the original to AHQ one month after the original has been despatched but not before the

former has been acknowledged.

15. When overseas, both copies of diaries are to be sent through the Army Records organization in the
overseas theatre but at different times.

16. TOP SECRET Supplementary Diaries.

a. The documents referred to in Paragraph 9 together with a list of them made out on AF C 2118
(Adapted) must be placed in separate cover (AF C2119) (Adapted). All details must be filled in
and the cover clearly marked in red: “ANNEX Z — OFFICER ONLY”. It may be convenient to
group the papers by appendices. '

b. Supplementary diaries must be forwarded under the normal rules for TOP SECRET
correspondence, to AHQ. The inner envelope must be plainly marked:

TOP SECRET

ANNEX Z to
Commanders Diary of...161.. (Indep).. Recce. . Flt..................... (Formation or Unit)
PG AR Pl Termaon nee =M Y o ¢ O e

¢. The duplicate supplementary diaries must be despatched as shown in Paragraph 14 as soon as
receipt of the original has been acknowledged.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m

RALor 45

‘rﬁ\ \ \ Rog A
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This form is to-be enclosed with AUSTOAT,TAY MILITARY FORCES' . AF - 2118 (Adapted)

annexes in AF - 02119 (Adapted) | Revised Apr 69
COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE e
UNTT FORMATION ~ifl(INDEP) RECCE FLT .
REFERENCE MAP __PHOTC TUY PROVINCE ___ /COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N.H, HARDEN
. . Reference to
Events or information R
_ abhd-or-englosure NG
e) ‘ :

SUMMARY
With the introduction of the Kiowa helicopters into the unit il

there has been a vast i e the service the unit can provide Lo e 01

for 1 ATF ge _ability to move gquickly and carry up to fthree passengers is} ==

an immense asset to all user units, However, because of the Kiowas ligh

-4 L]
e L b L Slals - &) s L L S = ' e b o N J1E SE i = (e

- ~1re
e aKer

avoid damage to the aircraft's honeycomb constructed fuselage. No other

problems have arisen and the Kiowas have successf y taken over all roles

originally done by the Sioux,

At present only two Sioux remain operational within the Flight,

e e o 1 = “'—l*_

od Wallaby Flightse.

'he unit has been warned for a move to Vung Tau in late September
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This form is to-be enclosed with AWT'"‘AT-'ET MILITARY mRCES | AF - (2118 (_A:dapted)
annexes in AF - 02119 (Adapted) . Revised Apr 6
COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE ffflse o
UNTT FORMATTON --b8l(INDEP) RECCE FLT .
b : TReforence to
Sergal ; Date Time Events or information annex IZtter

it ded - —2§ -
) (% B e) " W
-- alnd P a-i j gyt it e ULDE LS 10 15 . . ‘1 - renara’ i o) ' C s i B 18 r; I

inderway and added to this preparation for the move back to Australia
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Son ne 1 De mbe

— s e o . —————
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e _und lagion Officer Lt D.J, Mackworth departed 4 August and

8 S BTl acaag DOy a1 A thescn
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This form is to-be enclosed with AUSTOAT, A MTLITARY FORCES' AF - 02118 (Adapted)

annexes in AF - (2119 (Adapted) , Revised Apr 69
COMMANDERS DTARY NARRATIVE gl
UNTT FORMATION —bfl(INDEP) RECCEFLT .
' MONTH AND YEAR - AUG 71 = REFERENCE MAP _._PHQTC TUY PROVINCE ~ /COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N.H, HARDEN .
R - ] _ Reference to
Sergjal k08 0 Date Time Events or information annex letter
erid reference ; I S SN LRSS S AN RSP W osure No
o E T e) £
m ant Monteith reported wocdcl ing in 3272 o I -
m Capt Monteith found two large fishing nets at 582571 and a ot
- amouflared pit in the near vicinits sotprints in the area indicating use
f ~L N AVEe S =1 gchted oxca - i}t:'l are DEeTrS0OILE at f;12t _
Y * ® » acks of annroximately A0 JEU L)L G BSS Lrllall P
#)als jeer O L 1leclU LIl # om "I'B ; 80 tﬂ 4?8822. < o= AN LML R S St

VR's reported nothing of significancee.

VR's reported nothing of signifance.

Lt Mackworth and Lt Sinnott returned to MEtralia. Lt Sinnott

was replaced by 2Lt Marsdene :

Lt Steel reported two logging trucks operating in the Nui May Tao}s. g
Howard sighted three logging trucks to the South East of the

. "
i|= L = VLl | ® -
= - - [ i‘

[
-
[ ]
L]
-
B e ———

yis Taﬂ' Se

F

wiplett sighted a Vietnamese body and a pile of clni_:hing at

e — P, ——

d to be 4«6 months olde
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This form is to be enclosed with {’ AUSTOAT,"AY MTLITARY FORCES. AR - (2118 (Adapted)
annexes in AF - 02119 (Adapted) . Revised Apr 69
COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE G _
UNTT FORMATION -l (INDEP) RECCE FLT
' MONTH AND YEAR ..AUG 21 'REFERENCE MAP __PHO'C TUY PROVINCE __  /COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N.H, HARDEN '
: --P1l E;EE and | J ! | REfE‘I‘EﬂEE 'Eﬂ
Events or information annex letter
_ ! d-or—enelosure NO
(he OH-50A's were used for the first time on VR's and document e
IUlle s ek bl 3100
L irleh sighted 8 =i nan on v 510 LDLE
21t Triphett sighted several tracks between one and two weeks old iy =
',,; =hale 10 ‘R SR e o
Lt Gibson located a regularly used track less thah 5 days old at Ak
007 .
VR's reported nothing of significance.
e 21t Sonneveld sighted a tiger at 607779. IR
- Whilst flying a voice mission over the Long Hai's, Porter A14-690,
_- 8T Matheson arrived to take p pesition of 10,
_m AN 1 hBon s1gnhted a recently seCc ack runnine fron -‘___f* zhals
= ARLE -- , Lt Ste ed for four airstrikes but nil BDA, | b & - g
: i ! l :
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Thiﬂ form is thE Eﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂd W'i'th . _J:EUgT-uA_L—AI_I MTLITARY mRCES= AR - 02118 (MHPtEﬂ.)

annexes in AF - 2119 (Adapted) _ Revised Apr 69
COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE e

UNTT FORMATION J61 (INDEP) RECCE FLT _ .

' MONTH AND YEAR -AUGZ1 _____ _  REFERENCE MAP m NCE _____ [COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N.H, HARDEN

al Tlaee A Events or information
-Ha - - . - . ha i

-s—mm- e

==E Whilst re 1ing from FSB Ziggie, Lt Reynolds was asked to establish

Reference to
annex letter
hd-or-—-enaeidosure NO

- ontact with a SAS patrol which was causing concern. No contact could be
made after 30 minutes and he returnmed %o NUI DAT, =
P

Lt Reynolds sighted numerous elephants tracks at 6o ) :

_-m Lt Steel sighted elephant tracks at 7477 and 7875.
I o o I ——

e

Lt Dawson reported 2 logging trucks at 712940.

1015 An Allison representative, Mr Rigby, arrived in the unit to give

]

L g I . B I AR e ey 0

Lt Steel sighted 4 oxcarts loaded with wood bark at 723697.

-Ne vionte . S0 afl 8 arge quaxn ity ﬂf iy ﬂtﬁd ‘irOﬂ tWﬂ ﬂ&t-

-- advice on the OH-58A enginese
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This form is to: be enclosed with . AWT"‘AL"‘ET MTILITARY chﬁst‘ AP - (_‘,'2118 (Mgpted)

annexes in AF - 2119 (Adapted) . Revised Apr 69
COMMANDE DIARY NARRATIVE s
UNTT FORMATION -8l (INDEP) BECCE FLT
' MONTH AND YEAR . 4AUG 71 ... ‘'REFERENCE MAP ._PHQTC TUY PROVINCE . {COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N.H, HARDEN S
| R ' (v Reference to
Serfal ?lace S Date Events or information atinat Yo bias

L s = P = T - g 1 =t 2RS4 o38Uure HG'
3 - (S RN R e B RS S e A e TR O R TR .

later and only 10 carts could be located. These were moving west without

1eir bundles.

s = e s

! i L] - "
:_i ¥i- 1SSl SI1EHLEeU L)L) LS L 1) L LAl L] K IO 1= R - i A ) alz N I 1L

- » .
L] - - - - - - - - " = =
Angle a C e _I100TPrints nad dDeen made sSince the lal ehtlde

1 ATF confirmed a Press release that all Australian troops (excluding

&
e
-

3
11l

AATTV) would be out of SVN within 6 months. The majority would be out by |

o - s =] R

Christmas.

R - w -

Lt Reynolds sighted 3 oxcarts at 311720. When the aircraft flew over-

head they changed thier direction of movement.

11NN

Lt Steel sighted an elephant at 744772.

VR's repobted nothing of significance.

20 < LQ hels ay _to begin their OH=-5CA

o
. }
!
l
l
!
=
| =

r
-
hll'.

SUrroundine Ttepacks appeared 0 _have been recently used.

1 kY .
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COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE |
| UNTT FORMATION WM—EIL—
' MONTH AND YEAR ~AUG 71 _____ _ REFERENCE MAP . PHQUC TUY PROVINCE . /COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N.H, HARDEN |

" | 1 Reference to
Seral Place and -- Events or information annex letter
! o eferenpe snglosure No

e~
;.-1_-5- B L RN N e B Ll A S e
111£ 2B I'eDd d NoLall [ S1 8T =haled: ; =N

n
£
‘

VR's reported nothing of significance.

- VR's reported nothing of significance. eI om0 |
|

21t Triplett found 6 fire trenches approximatelsy popth old & AU L |

- 2's peported nothine of sienificance oL

VR's reported nothing of significances

[ B
I3
i i = i=

Lhe A | cWo Vb 4.:::-;: el o ol Spted and I LOowWD 11 L A LLL C&t

080C Col Argent visited the unit to observe and discuss surveillance |

VR's reported nothing of significance.

L
o =
j =
e L]
1

- - . " L
= [ T - ] - “ui =18 VEW)a L ) ] - 'y L i :"_lj_:-_ 1" & !_-'-_"" ";-I t[: .', ...__-
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- -

This form is to be enclosed with  AUSTOAT,TAY MILITARY FORCES. AF - €2118 (Adapted)

annexes in AF - 2119 (Adapted) ‘ Revised Apr 69
COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE — |
- UNTT FORMATION 161 _(INDFP) RECCE FLT ..
' MONTH AND YEAR AUG 71 . REFERENCE MAP __PHQC TUY PROVINCE _ /COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N.H. HARDEN
SET&EI -Flace and Date Events or information Ezizzeﬁit:i
._._. 5-'" Rl oreIce ‘ vy - afe e--:“.
CAR. RW HOUR D SORTTES

DAY NIGE

1T
1T

»
L J
*v
1

D0
i
i
i

Pax Recce 122,40 161 - | - {
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S R e 2ol 7 1 :
-- Air Op B ISR < MU el i
-- aiffe 12,1 12 - -~ i AR
-- Re Sup 11e5C 15 - -
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This form is to-be enclosed with AUSTTATTAYN MILITARY FORCES' AF - 02118 (Adapted)

annexes in AF - (2119 (Adapted) Sl SR I}_E___ﬁs o i 69
UNTT FORMATTON —-i0L(INDEP) RECCE FLT
' MONTH AND YEAR . AUG 71 = REFERENCE MAP . _PHQTC TUY PROVINCE ___ /COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N.H., HARDEN
Serfal 7Ie% *¥ | Dato | Tine svents or inforaation B i
amex A fparr2 | | Fw HOURS AND SORTIES g
—-- DAY _ NIGHT AL
G S R A T - e
- Pilot Recce 710 - - i)
RN VN G 2 "R . : 3
-- 7 Sigs 214,05 116 1A 0.40 1 44 i
=-- Pay Ops ol - - R 1
-- Misc 950 7 030 1
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