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PART 1

COVERING LETTER  ~.

. .
Reference No..... c? yf .............. ;S

To: OIC, Military History Section, AHQ.

1. T enclose Commanders Diary (AF C2118) (Adapted)
as indicated at Part 2.

-

2, P(easa return receipt below.
i [ A@ ( Signature )

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

AF C 2119 (Adapted) |

Revised Jun, 1965

Enclosure Numbers

we -
e SECRET
o [ T
ORIGINAL Strike out where
DUPHICATE NS el
OF
Unit or Formation.............. 161 (INDEP). RECCE FLT ...........ccooooorrrrrmrrermrer.
From.........ccomninnnciOL. SER.Z1 T0.. 30.8BR. ...t
INDEX
Narrative (AF C2118)
ANNEXES
S Dulyolficers I = R .. & @ % "= - " & 928 to
*B Messages connected with log En. 0 BN
€' Operation ofders and' instfuctions isssed @ oS5 2= 2 & - g4 000 LW .. to .
D Opération Orders and instructions zecejved = 2= = =~ & B .. e
*§ onmEDhiisned $0 O F N o F e @ 44494990 H O OO@ @ Esk. to .
¥ Qiaemiobbattle andilocation“rgfonts assued ~@ @290 & B LED. to .
G .Intelligence reports and summaries issued; appreciations made @ ... to .
H Administrative orders and instructions issued ... v
I  Administrative orders and instructions received SN0 )., ..
J  Administrative reports and bulletins; ammunition returns; field strength
Xy * e RSN BRSO R g o e to ..
S Sunailg orders issugd O 5 . S o B B OB S L8 L4 2 Risas to .
L Commander’s policy and demi-official letters @ . to ..
M Achion-roports (if requised) =~ N U5 § 5 ¥ 92 B8 88 2 A to ..
N  Other papers, eg, maps and diagrams, air photos, reports from sub units  ............. 10 .
U Periodical summaries of operations =~ ., =~ . 2 27 T B to ..
Z Top Secret Supplementary Diary ' T NIL
T RETAINED
1 Despatched to

* Only to be included during operations.

T Cross out whichever is not applicable. OB

iiiiiiiiiiiiii
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PART 3
COMMANDERS DIARIES
INSTRUCTIONS L

AIM

1. ~~ The aim of a Commanders Diary is to provide data on which to base future improvements in Army
tramning, equipment, organization and administration, and to furnish historians with a record of the activities of
units and formations in operational and non-operational periods in peace and in war.

GENERAL

.3 Entries are to be made daily on AF C 2118 (Adapted) each entry being initialled by the officer
detailed to keep it.

3, Commanders Diaries will conform with the rules for drafting orders given in “Staff Duties (Australia)”
Chapter 2, Section 12.

RESPONSIBILITY

During Non-operational Periods
4, A Commanders Diary is to be compiled by commanders of all formations.

During Operational Periods (1)
- A Commanders Diary is to be compiled in duplicate by:
a. Commanders of all formations.
b. [Each branch of the staff at formation headquarters commanded by a brigadier or above.
Heads of services not below the rank of lieutenant colonel.
Personal staffs and officers holding special appointments.
Unit commanders.
Commanders of a detachment of a unit when so ordered.

Ol 0

COMPILATION

6. Both original and duplicate copies are to consist of:
a. Cover (AF C2119) (Adapted).
b. Index as printed on cover.
¢. Narrative (AF C2118) (Adapted).
d. Annexes as shown in the Index.

¢ 2 All details of the unit or formation (if a detachment is concerned, the name of the parent unit), period
covered and enclosure numbers of the annexes are to be shown on the cover. If there has been a change of
command since the last report, the date of assumption by the new commanding officer is to be included.

8. The annexes are to be assembled in the groups shown on the cover. If there are no enclosures for
an annex NIL will be entered on the cover. If additional annexesBarc convenient for a particular headquarters,
| tarting at B.

for operations form Annex “Z”, “TOP SECRET
the document. It is to be prepared and disposed of as

FENTS

>s as well as map references), establishment, equipment

| orders given.
1e day’s fighting, including company movements.
imander with regard to equipment, tactics, organization

tential importance.

> officers, men and equipment.

sment captured.

employed in the time not accounted for. The type of

and to save work as much information as possible is to
apments issued and received, routine returns, etc. All
and thatimeufmceiptnrdespatchistubegvc}

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m ‘ !
he annexes, but need not give a precis of any/of them.

Ruory AS

L\t S<e =)

(continued on back cover)
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DISPOSAL

13.  Original Commander’s Diary. This is to be forwarded monthly, unless otherwise ordered, by .e
seventh day of the succeeding month direct to AHQ.

14.  Duplicate Commander’s Diary. This must be clearly marked as a duplicate. It is to be sent
separately from the original to AHQ one month after the original has been despatched but not before the
former has been acknowledged.

15.  When overseas, both copies of diaries are to be sent through the Army Records organization in the
overseas theatre but at different times.

16. TOP SECRET Supplementary Diaries.

a. The documents referred to in Paragraph 9 together with a list of them made out on AF C 2118
(Ada ) must be placed in separate cover (AF C2119) (Adapted). All details must be filled in
and the cover clearly marked in red: “ANNEX Z — OFFICER ONLY”. It may be convenient to
group the papers by appendices.

b. Supplementary diaries must be forwarded under the normal rules for TOP SECRET
correspondence, to AHQ. The inner envelope must be plainly marked:

TOP SECRET

ANNEX Z to
CORMMBRBEER ENRIEE i v i b e (Formation or Unit)
BROER. ... o st ittt s iseians I s ds s os seian i sw s s s sy e s e Ty (Dates)

¢. The duplicate supplementary diaries must be despatched as shown in Paragraph 14 as soon as
receipt of the original has been acknowledged.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m
RO AS

L\t S-e =)
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This form is to be enclosed with
annéxes in AF - 02119 (Adapted)

- -

'AUSTOAT.TAY MTLITARY FORCES: AR - (2118 (Adapted)

Revised Apr 69

UNTT FORMATION ~-iBl(INDEP) RECCE FLT

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

' MONTH AND YEAR.-SER 71 . ‘REFERENCE MAP __PHQ'C TUY PROVINCE _ /COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N,H., HARDEN
: R — | T *
Sexgal A Date Time Events or information Ealeronee

sferer . annex letter -

21) ’ & d (E) -

- - — e il f
Illlliiiilllllllll SUMMARY .
B = v
- oirnce ne T 1 116

pance the phasing out of the last Sioux helicopter on 13 Sep, the ly yaensy i
{iowas have been carrvimg ot sotary wing tasks. Several mesintenaince = S
oroblems have begun to emerge ¢ most common of these being fs :

a seals on the main drive short shaft and the ill tion o i ,
caution and we

g lightse

In all cases, the actuation of the light

e

systems has been due to a malfunction of that system, and not failure

— i EETELS hee B R g & i

of any aircraft components.

. ey R

|
vé o
¥

vl

|
|
:
o
g
8
F
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| THNTTorR 48 0-De GRGLGEG 165N 'AUSTOATLTAY MTLITARY FORCES! AP - 02118 (Adapted)
) annexes in AF - (2119 (Adapted) | - fyiand dur 60

UNTT FORMATION --kOl(INDEP) RECCE FLT_

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

" MONTH AND YEAR R . REFERENCE MAP __PHOC TUY PROVINCE __ /COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N,H. HARDEN AN
) TEARGS i : (b | Reference ¥o
Serjal Date Tim . ‘
R ”- < Events or information | s |
- \ ) ' ' : - apd-or—enelosure N
: : (£)

completed their task of erecting accomodation
; areas both at 1 ALSG and Vung Tau airfields The Flight headquarters

- b e
E ' the 2 AOD car park and accomodatilon
_for anks is_in the respectiwe ACD Jlines he operation element ang - PP
. __RAEME workshops are situated in the * i
-

e

R

Lt D.J. Bell departed the unit for Australia on 2 Sep and was

. - . L]
-V gy J wl =g Ly 1 1 alf. R'AL +NFELR _ v & B/~ ®™le | T= il qe Bis

A .

to RTA on 9 Sep and were not replaced.

| pther unit personnel because of impending RTA, the unit strength is now
5 officers and 83 ORs with 1 attached, However an additional 4 ORs
— M l aave been posted in early to fill vacancies that will be caused by
Lo National Serviceman returning to Australia in Oct/Nov 71 |
R O | '

v teynolds completed an instructor pilot course on the

£} h Aviation Detachment in Vung Tau, and is now carrying

i k - ' :
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\  This form is to-be enclosed with ‘AUSTAT,TAN MTLITARY FORCES' ~ AF - 02118 (Adapted)

ks annexes in AF - 02119 (Adapted) ; _ : : Revised Apr 69
COMMANDERS DTARY NARRATIVE o - |
UNTT FORMATION -MMWL—_.
' MONTH AND YEAR... SER 71 . ‘REFERENCE MAP __PHQO"C TUY PROVINCE _ __ /COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N,H, HARDEN
e ikie s ‘ e L T T I e S e e e e T P Reference o
Serfal T1%%¢ 8| pate | Time Rvents or information et e
R SEM=AAsAd - —— — —ghd-or—engldosure N
R W _ d e) £
Seven members of the RAEME Workshops have attended a 2 week course | . Vil |
in OH-58A maintenance with the S5th Avaition Detachment. The engines tradesmeny, = |
Cfn “ilkins and Cfn Martin will undergo a further week of training at the ) |
-- Army Refresher Training School at Phu lLeoi. — iy |
| - - | \
. ‘ e - rv R == i - =
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\  This form is to be enclosed with 'AUSTOAT AN MILITARY FORCES' AP - 02118 (Adapted)
| ) annexes in AF - (02119 (Adapted) Revised Apr 69

UNIT FORMATION 161 _(INDEP) RECCE FLT .

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

' MONTH ANDP YEAR . m_ | ‘REFERENCE MAP ._PHQTC TUY PROVINCE _ _ {COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N,H. HARDEN .
Seral Flang -t Date Time Events or information | | Ezizf?z:tz ——
o e E;.j.. - ae yﬁﬂ@l&stlre 1N
Lt HAYES and Lt GIBSON (DS 3 RAR) assisted in operations agains ARAIEN, . 5 )
a bunker system at ¥S 605656, Lt GIBSON marked for three airstrikes. The -1,
subsequer 'm p _through the area reveal yxtensive stores, indicating that
D=30 persons had occupied the systems _ & it
GIBSON carried out a precautionary landing in KIOWA 70-15237 VLET
l. 6169 due to the illumination of the "Tramsmission Oil Hot" warning ghte SR
The area was secured by APCs from 1 Tp A S¢n 3 Cav Regt whilst the fault was N I
- sctified and the aircraft returned to lu:I._Dn.‘l: 0 minutes later. % .
- Rs reported nothing of significance. | s
2 - irche C MEL RN S5 S
allow: raports of mov
ey 18 area at U9 rs i - S
raevealed pothing of signifdcance.

2Lt SONNEVELD carried out a precautionary landing at YS 614818
mination of bofh "“_Ermniaaian 0il Hot" and "Transmission

& :
v ' _ !
R . ;
[ 3
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5 annexes in AF - (2119 (Adapted) ‘ ‘ " Revised Apr 69
: . COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE | R _
UNTT FORMATTON —tG1(INDEP) BECCE FLT __
' MONTH AND YRAR S 71 . ‘REFERENCE MAP __PHQ"C TUY PROVINCE __ /COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N,H. HARDEN _
; ~Place and : : - it | Referen e %o
Serjal Date Time Events or information !

: annex letter -
T 10 27 eT'el

: . A S e RO apd-or—enelosure ]
o) | (@) e) ' __
011 Pressure" warning lights, The area was secured by a platoon from 3 RAR -

from an extration to Mui Date The fault was rectified by

|

l
|
|
|
-
.I-'-. -
o
- S
|
I
?
i

AN A T e T1I TN el L | b

TR VRs reported nothing of significance.
k SEP 71| 0655 Whilst on a first light recce, Lt McGhie saw an explosion on the

- . . P l ’.
- . § t IB - e =t RY i - S TLE ! § 5T = - . . 1
= a il J . . I s ‘ W - l.. -.-..l.._' - s I.,._ . ! .._ ..-i-,:.. '.! ot ‘ -_ : :. ._m' ' .,.‘._... _L‘__ *

thata sared to be a cord or rope in his hand, Lt REYNOLDS and 21t MECHAM

-- diverted from the RW Docs Run and on overflying the area found a young boj3

& beach and BErmed Viathamese who firec Y TOUNnas o STRE ATIS T

2lt MECHAM returned the fire with an M16 until the arrival of

gers who engaged the area with rockets and miniguns, it
HARDEN together ':i.ththc senior district advisor and the DAT DO
District Chief directed an RF sweep up the beach from LONG PHOUC HAI to the

" L]
L]
¥ ‘ 1
5
'
i v
1 n
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This form is to be encloged with AUSTOAT,TAY MTLITARY — s B (Mapted) |

\

| annexes in AF - (2119 (Adapted) . : | | . Revised Apr 69
, COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE P _
UNTT FORMATION —iGl(INDER) RECCEFLT
" MONTH AND YEAR. __....m.__.?“_ -~ 'REFERENCE MAP __PHOTC TUY PROVINCE _ {COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N,H. HARDEN .
E nd } ! : , ' Reference to
Serial _ s i Time Events or information | annex letter - -
o 10 e aah G L
0 - . _ apd-or—onelosure N
o B2 W d ©) D)
-- the area. The two Vietnamese were apprehended an rched prior to Cap A s
= MOTEITH flying them to DAT DO, MRS T
VRs reported nothing of significance

= L gl A L EL - . . . .

=
-- to the scrub line at YS 710613, The tracks which were less then 3 days old it =
= -- were followed until lost at ¥YS zj 4631, b ki
—-m Maj HARDEN, Capt BARLOW and Capt MONTEITH carried out a recce of e
_-- proposed Flight areas at 1 ALSG and the airfield at Vung Taue 5 Y PORRTI .
_m ____VRs reported nothing of signifdcanges - e
- 08 SEP 7 Capt MATHESON s: teﬂ.-tto old weapon pits with overhead
. orotection at YIS 8%, Numerous footprints and rubbish, less: than two
o _ e a_freshly cut tree stump at YS 564874 and | .
- a tree with a notoch prog ey b , L
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- =]

A SR rorn 18 T Yo onalomed with 'AUSTOATTAY MILITARY FORCES: AP - 2118 (Adapted)
) annexes in AF - (2119 (Adapted) . | g . |
COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE | | LSRR A0 O

)

UNTT FORMATION 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT

" MONTH AND YEAR . SEE 71 .- ‘REFERENCE MAP __PHOTC TUY PROVINCE _ {COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N,H. HARDEN
serfal T8%¢ 20 ' pagg Time Events or information | Reference to
it R . annex letter - -
- _m ; I R and-or—englosure N
wE : 5. fad b fabt o e) - £
- Capt MATHESON sighted nets across the river at YS 574569 and |
- [S 5955¢& nere were numerous fresh footprints near the first nete |
‘ . . |
| HE e ‘._'._t TOTNI L . =21 O Mm‘_‘_ . L T
B bt aiull and 2Lt MECHAM left OF _vVung lau to beglin the

Kiowa conversion with the S5th Avaition Detachment.
VRs reported nothing of significance.

VRs reported nothing of significance.

e i = = ks o LTI

1 e : ._J.:;\',[-: #le] ooy RN - t IUNLE, EI d. m.d fﬂr ”" > Tm.

REINOLDS flew Sioux A1-738, flanked by 3 Kiowas flown by

ghted a Vietnamese carrving a rifle at YS 5268

Pl o @ m‘
sngaged with artill

)quent BDA revealed

but the subs
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kU S 18, fo-e SReRoReE WER "AUSTOAT,TAY MILITARY FORCES'  AF - (2118 (Adapted)
| ) annexes in AF - 02119 (Adapted) '

Revised Apr 69

UNIT FORMATION 161 _(INDEP) RECCE FLT._

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

¥

' MONTH AND YEAR. SER 21 REFERENCE MAP ._PHOC TUY PROVINCE ___ /COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N.H, HARDEN
Seral "‘?lace s Time Events or information | | Ei;fiﬁitz 2
_=E YS 4179 The tracks showed both military pattern boots and sandal prints, 5 o= L]
e e
|| siue percons in the tust ob newrs. i
R N T A
=m __Lt REYNOLDS found & bunker system at Y8 610913, Although various 1A
-- articles of clothing and pape: .- r'e _seen, the area did not appear to have beek y 4
_-- recently used. 5 R |
=_= VRs reported nothing of significance. g e 1
—- . Seven RAEME members commenced an OH-58A maintenance course with the| l
._- 5th Avaition Detachment "nt Vun :-!I.‘a.n. il
BN ST o i !
: . - 5% CL firing positig 63820 - 3 P ! |
: . -- voint to YS 478826 where it was lost in thick jungle.

1

a2 : _ 1300 21t TRIPLETT sighted a fresh track used by 15-20 persons at
. 1;" ‘

g : &) !

-'I- - . [ |
¥ u

e —
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\ This form is to-be enclosed with
) annexes in AF - 02119 (Adapted)

'AUSTOAT,TAN MILITARY FORCES! AP - (2118 (Adapted)
" Revised Apr 69

UNTT FORMATION 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT_ .

' MONTH ANP YEAR .- SEP 71 . {REFERENCE MAP __PHQ'C TUY PROVINCE _ __ /COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N.H. HARDEN

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

=

[

-

- " --Place and | : ) - G ¢ e "“t |
Serial Date Time : : eference to

. ot d mere _‘s Events or information | e Rkl
S nm c d e) 3 ' - *=*.::-: -alsure NG
; i ¥S 519900. He also saw a Vietnamese dressed in a green uniform at this pointd

The person immediately took cover and could not be relocated,

e

REYNOLDS and Lt WRIGHT searched for and found a cabin cruise

=

Wil eSS, IaE OWed ashore bheninc

w T S

Following an attempted ambush of elements of A Sqn 3 Cav Regt, It
STEEL found a VC body and an AK 47 at YS474818, Tracks from the ambush

—— .

—— - —

e
™
s
[
{
!

site at YS 463819 were followed until lest in heavy jungle 1000 metres to th

Easte.

(88 reported nothing of significance. However continous contacts

i

L
l
]

.

AR _around and to the Fast of the COURTNEY rubber kept the RW section

| HRS |
occupied, Lt Sonneveld flew 11.30,in support of 4 RAR,

ay for both infantry and

J-
¥’
¥
[

llljl

" 1 i ‘, ..'..‘ i_.f L] h =
B - o

ory nets to D Coy 4 RAR An_aircraft was continously airborne until

N

P
!
v
L
-

Rs were mainly concerned with detecting movement ocut of the conte
e ;

. i : ’
¥ , * , '
L . L
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b This form is to be enclosed with

| 'AUST AT, TAY MILITARY FORCES' = GRS (Mupted)
] annexes in AF - 02119 (Adapted) .

Revised Apr 69

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

UNTT FORMATION --hOl(INDEP) BRRCCE FLT_

" MONTH AND YEAR. e {COMMANDTNG OFFTICER Maj N.H. HARDEN

l
rij
E
|
g
2
=
=
o~ 2
d
IE
é
=
£
Ji?-j

Lok — TR S————

Reference to

Events or information

Serial “Place and Date ] Time

annex letter -
- e (e)“ — e - —and-or-englosure NO
7S N SIS RO (- W

—_ 8res tinge were made. ”
L found several tracks, less than 24 hours old, indicati

T il A e l— e L 1 S i I 5 A E .

~arm T T R . -l TR B

paicating movement of several small groups in a south-easte direction
through YS 5379
. - o Lk - Boia e TaEn -...“...-_—!.._._._._. T S p— =

Lt STEEL found an E-W track used by 25 plus persons in the last

MATHESON sighted several tracks, less than 48 hours old,

.43 _hours, running from ¥S 521811 to ¥S 532814,
o2t TRIPLETT found a heavy track used by 20-30 persons running

T - - s

PNISBISE S8 —£from ¥S 498844 in a south westerly directions The track was less than two
- lavs old '

i T b — . =

e D A

L o ll=1H% f‘ 2.9 X ','rlf H" Connc _ sTnamese o

L " L ding in shallow water at YS 584 Oe I
| — 27 SEE JI- [Rs mainly concerned with the area between NUI DAT I and NUI DAT I¥, I

L . i L]
T'_ : - of L -B Y b » e . ' i Y e LT = R{ e iiplihn-il i k=N iy LA LL g\

a-3%l

- .
. o o e
t' 2 - T - ol — N = TR gy s i L T a

i |

{'
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This form is to be encloged with
annexes in AP - 02119 (Adapted)

AF - 02118 (Adapted)
Revised Apr 69

UNTT FORMATION -8l (INDEP) RECCE FLT _

AUSTATTAN MILITARY FORCES'

RS DIARY NARRATIVE

COMMANDE

{COMMANDTNG OFFICER

Maj N,H. HARDEN

CE MAP ._PHQTC TUY PROVINCE

e

-l

| :
ar ; __SEP 71
MONTH AND YEAR " N—

REFEREN

Reference *to
annex letter -
-~opr-enelosure NO

<

; Place and 1 : i | ¢ gl il 4 i
Serial Date Time T o :
_ Ivents or information

b g pzrlim& o of; = S L R L7 : SN b1 n -
1 : bl_. (¢ _l.._.(iL...‘T.,.q___m_____ ____(9) T e L
| -
! ,
o oy - — u_together with 2 signallers from 10% Sig Squ, These persomnel were to

asgist in the establishment of the Flight Command Net control station

ne outstation on the Task,

il

B T

ey

-
—
R L il = e

- B

n: '...J- 31 P i ...i._'_.j.r!

S

oy 4.

2lt MECHAM found a newly built camp at YS 699783, Cooking utensil

it

ok

= = —amm

= VRs reported nothing of significance,

i

e —— - R S —— . T

S i =t

ol s in
—=
b RS POPOrEed _nothing of significance,

—

. S8ix personnel deperted for Vung Tau to assist the advance party
Betting up commend post, administration and workshop areas.

L R e e e el L e

L o . F e pe—
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. This form is to be enclosed with
'1"; annexes in AF - 02119 (Adapted)

= =

AF - 02118 (Adapted)
Revised Apr 69

UNTT FORMATION --LO8l(INDEP) RECCE FLT

CAUSTOAT, YA MTILITARY FORCES

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

-‘ .j
.| MONTH AND YEAR . il b .. 'REFFRENCE MAP __PHQ" PROVINCE ____ /COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N,H. HARDEN

| ' Place and ‘ . TR ; : i licnkes: T i Pa =

i seke 4 ave Time Tvents or information ?ziiieﬁzft:i

grid referen e 3 SR ) | STTE . _
‘h). b (e} 1 (8] : 7. i 4§ (e) s i P a @It-;eaa.algsure NG
o OIS B - ANNEX A PART 1 RW HOURS AND SORTTES oy
DAY NIGHT :
! PILOT RECCE 243,25
. § — 15— — 5eh5 s e
) PAX RECCE 10725 . . 127 i 0.35 1 } .
. ) L '
IAISON 362,20 509 2,50 10 - :
b - - N: I >
[‘—l i s e
| i
B e
" e
H i -

f { i i~y e
- 5 ,r
‘ e
/ E i i

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGT029/752



N This form is to be enclosed with _

| : AUST ALTAN MILITARY FORCES' AF - (2118 (Adapted)
_{}:j annexes in AP - 02119 (Adapted) SRS D el | | | - {tf‘:’.se d Apr 69

* ]j | UNTT FORMATION --i81(INDEP) RECCE FLT_
3 ’_I:I_OI*JTH AND YEAR...SER.Z1 - 'REFERENCE MAP __PHOC TUY PROVINCE . {COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N.H. HARDEN
13&1*%_31 i ol B Time PR e B = e | Refercnce to

annex lettier -
d-or—englosure NoO

O A IR T

ANNEX A PART 2 FW HOURS AND SORTIES

{
}
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- ——r

~ =~ -~ , ANNEX B TO

e e T S S T 2 -
COMD D 161 (Indep) Recce Flt
SEP Luscombe Field

NUI DAT RVN

RECTRICTED ) sep H

ADMIN INSTRUCTION 1/71
MOVEMENT TO AND OPERATION FROM VUNG TAU

General Outline.

1¢ 161 (Indep) Recce Flt is to be fully operational at Vung Tau by 6 Oct
| 71. The flight will operate from Vung Tau airfield but will be accommadated
in the 2 AOD/1 ALSG area . The flight advance party will move to Vung Tau aon
13 Sep 71 and the rear party will vacate Nui Dat by 5 Oct 71.
Movement Details ~

2e : Advance Par tl! | :

e a. Composition: The advance party will consist of the 2ic, FSM and
72 OR's to be nominated by the AO and EO. The ASM will join the
advance party on 20 Sep 71 and some change of personnel will be
necessary to release tradesmen for Kiowa traininge. |

be Movement. The advance party will depart Nui Dat by 0900 hours
13 Sep 71« One % ton GS vehicle and trailer will be permanently
allocated to the party.

c. Duties. The 2ic will mhintain close liaison with OC 2 ACD and
OC RAAF Contingent and ensure the following tasks are |
completed: N

(1) 13 Sep=-19 Sep 71.

(a) Movement ﬁnd re-arection of barbed wire in the
officers living area. '

(p) Erection of six 16'x16' tents with flc oring for
| officers accommodation.

°  (¢) FErection of all office tentage as below.

(2) 20 Sep=26 Sep 71.
(a) Erection of all airfield tentage.

(b) Preparation of aircraft revetments if deemed necessarj.

(¢) Reception and security of stores delivered from Nui
Dat.

(d) Preparation of storage facilities for aircraft
ammunition at Vurg Tau airfield.

}
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de TarmacCe 11X22 tente

€a Pilots Briefing Roome 11X22 tente

Security

9. Security at the airfield is extremely poor and all ranks are to ensure
that items, personal and otherwise are secure, in trunks, conexes or the HQ
Cabine

104 Reguirements For ConeXe
Be Airfield. |
(1) B2 Storey 1 X pMSS (20%8%8) or 1 X US type and 1 small type.

(2) B1 Store, 2 X US Conex (8I6X6).

(3) Eng/Air Fr/Elec/Radio/Inst, 5 X US Cﬂnex (8X6X6)

(4) Tarmac, 1 X AP Small (8X6X6) «

(5) Ammo Stores, 3 X US Conex.

b. HQ (2 AOD)
(1) Q Store, 1 X US Conbx or AP Small (8X6X6).

(2) Tpt (CES), 1 X US Conex (8X6X6)

11 Availability of Conex

| | a., Held by unit.
(1) & X US Conex (BX6X6).

(2) 3 X AP Small (LX6X6).

be Reguested_frﬁm 1 ATF .
(1) 5 X US Conex (8X6X6) «

(2) 1 X BMSS (20%8X8). To be delivered direct to airfield by
1 ALSG.

ce Availability at > AOD, 2IC is to liase with OC 2 AOD with regard
availability and use of conex as necessaryes

124 Preparation of Conexe

a. OC Workshops 18 to ensure all Conex are lockable before movement
to Vung Tau. This includes conex aquired from 1 ATF,.

b, A0 will arrange delivery of 1 ATF Conex as requested by OC Workshops.

c. TFQMS is to arrange locks for Conex whilst at Vung Tau.
essss/13e Security

L
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> _Securitz of Vehicles.

8e OC Workshops is to ensure all vehicles are capnble'mf being locked
before movement to Vung Taue This includes dvance Farty vehicleSe

b. FQMS is to arrange for locks for vehicles at Vung Tawe

14, Security of Weapons

OC Advance Party is to advise the AO cf statec ~f weapon readiness
in force in 1 ALSG and the airfield. Information inciuding weapons security
will be published 1in an RO Part 1 prior to departure of the main bodye

Messing and Rations :

& 15. The main body will consume fresh rations until departure to Vung Taue
Cut lunches will be jssued for the actual moOvE. The Rear Party will be

fostered by 3 RAR for rations 1 Oct = 5 Oct 771 »

a. Messing Systems
(1) Officers will be rationed at 1 ALSG Officers meSSe

| (2) Sgts/OR's will b~ generally rationed at 2 AOD messesS
respectivelye.

sl e

MEEgS -

be 2 AOD is to be warned 3 days prior to arrival of personnel toO
arrange rations for them, :

ce RAAF will, 1f required, ration for 10 persons at breakfast and
dinner and for 40 persons for junch., However this system will not be

introduced until the main body has been establishede.
!

d, OC Workshops is to arrange for water coolers giving priority of
distribution to the airfield.

e. The flight Offrs and Sgts messes will cease to function at 1 Oct Ms
Stocks held at this date are to be handed to the corresponding messes
at Vung Tau, A sum of money, to be decided later, 1s also t2 be handed

overe

| | £. An Audit stocktake 1is to be conducted in all messes On 30 Sep 71

A0 by 1200 hrs prior to the day required. Where a wvehicle will be
required to remain overnight loaded, requests are to reach the AO 2 days

prior to the requirement.

11 Trensport :
16, a. Advance Party - 1 X % ton GS vehicle plus trailer.
. Resr Party - 1 X J bon G5 WelSEle plus tral er.
ce MO is to coordinate all transport requirements for the move, and as
‘ 1 ATF tpt is to be utilised all requests for transport are to reach the
i
]

d. The RO is to coordinate 211 loads and is to ensure where possible
they are in lots of 5 tons. ’

% e« The Tpt Supervisor is to ensure that schedulzd servicing and general
% :qutine maintenance is up to date at all t:mese
| :

ees/17 Medical
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1?! The Fllght Aid Pﬂﬂt is t .
: . @ remain operational until 4
for Vung Tau will be advised as soon as they come to hpli‘ Oct 77+ A&rrangements

18 as  The Flight will operate its own laundry account while at Vung Tau,

be The OC Advance Party ; i :
Y 18 to liase with OC 2 AOD for ret ‘
laundry marks and the policy of marking linen, SRR ek Xe

i

Leave

19. as The policy for 1 ALSG is that at any one time 25% of a unit may be
on 1?ave. Due to the increased work on the Flight this may not be
possible however every effort will be made,

be The same system of application will apgly
pplye Members are warned that
Vung Tau locel leave ceases at 2300 hrs when the gates of 1 ALSG are

closed.
Luscombe Field

20, The operation of Luscombe after 1 Oct 71 '
and the
Recce Flt area will be issued later. 7 handover of 161 (Indep)

Command and Sigggls ' !

2le as 161 (Indep) Recce Flt remains under the operational control of 1
;rATf gut gﬁsses to under command 1 ALSG for administration at 1200
5 C ™ J

be The Flight HQ will close at Nui Dat and open at Vung T
x4 Cabans . : | pe ung Tau at 1200
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LAYOUT OF FLIGHT - AIRFIELD kh_ Annex B to

Admin Instr | Lf
(Not to Scale) Dated 12 Sep 71

Aircraft Revetment

f

Disused Runway 2P F
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S5 ANNEX | y | 161 (Indep) Recce Flt -
COMD ngng Luscombe Field
SEP 21 : NUI DAT RVN

2 1 Sep 71

ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTION 2/71

MOVEMENT OF MAIN BODY TO VUNG TAU

‘General Outline.

Te This instruction details the movement of the main body element to

:

= l.l-lr-“-r-.‘.
i

Vung Tau between 29 Sep=- Oct 71. Some movement of p?rsunnel gnq gquipment
will be necessary before these dates to ensure the f}lgh? retains its : | |
operational capacity during the move. This instruction 18 to be read in ;

conjunction with Administrative Instruction 1/71.

Main EEQI Reconnaissance.

- i

hours.

gggggggtion of Stores.

Wksps &nd moved to section epeas by 241600H Sep 71.

Sonex.

& DY 201600H Sen 71.

(1) Wksps Rag Store for tarmac store at airfield.
(2) Wksps POL Store for oil store.

b. By 211600H Sop 71. o4
(1) B2 Store, both conex for B2 stores.

(2) Offrs Mess, for 331 store.

(3) Sgts Mess for B1 store.

(4) OR Canteen Store for pilot crew room.

(5) Jade conex for ammnitien storage.

(6) Hygiene Store for amrunition BE??EEH.

(7) Flare Bunker for emmunition Etérﬁéﬂ.‘
c. By 281600H Sep 71.

(1) Q@ Store Armory,for Flight HQ area.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

2e . The following personnel will conduct a detailed reconnaissance for the

layout of their respective areas on 22 Sep 71: 0OC, FQMS, Lq, Aﬁ,‘Cgief ilﬁ;gé
Tpt Supervisore. Movement will be by Porter aircraft departing Nui Dat a

] all stores and equipment for
. All section commanders are to prepare o
iovemnt at the times indicated in Annexes L, B8, Doxes (30"::15‘;*.;5 g)C
for the carriage of small items are to be constructed from stocks held Dy

b, The following Conex are tc be prepared for movemenl as detailed below:

. - -
S W o ..-.-r#
il | 21 h.lﬁ-ﬁi'lx_“’ T _ \
. R " n, gl ) LA i K

&
;Iﬁ}hﬂ'ﬂ-ﬂr."-!"i" e - -

i o
2 cdie oo i 5

{
:
:
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0 Unit Property-

, Refrigeration. Section Commanders are to prepare the reirigerators,
detailed below, for movement by 2916C0H Sexv 71. This will include defrosting,
cleaning and, where advised by OU Wksps, securing of the motor:

a. OR's Deer Freeze to OR'#~ Canteen, 2 AO0D.
b. Ice Making Mechine to OR's Canteen, 2 ACL.
c. . OR'= Mes:s Natrigerator to Wkst3d ared.

d. Offrs Mess Refrigerator %o 2 AOD officers quiel IrooOlie

£

6. 2 KOD reyuare cprrorimately 150 cubic feet of sdditional refrigerator
capacity. IQ 1 ATF will acvise befcre movemnet, if this is to be taken from
161 Recce Flt area. 1I <0, t1e Admin Officer will arrange for engineer advice
on packing and movement of the reguired unitee

LiEhti!}g . = ¢ '-_.?
Te The requirement Ior fluorescent lighting at Vung Tav is not yet firm. ;
When known the Admin Officer is to lizse with the OC Wksps for removal of the i,
required numoer of 1ights, : 2
Trans por te 1 :
8, A1l unit vehicles will o€ 1scued with a basic CES by 24 Sep 71, which E
will be withdrawn soon afver cctablishfent at Vung Tau. Transport for movement E

=t
y

of stores and personnel will be generally arranged through 1 ATF, however unit
- transport is to be available to supplement this a«t short notice.

Ammunition.
Qe All unserviceable airfield ammunition and opened cans of ball ammunite-

jon is to be returned to 1 ATF Ammo -point by 1600 hours 29 Sep 71. By 1600
hours 29 Sep 71, all ammunicion for movement to Vurg Tau is to be consolidated

at the present ammunition vunkzr for loadinge

Personal Belongings.

10. A1l nembers zre to heve their personal property neatly packed the dey
prior to movement. Acccamecation stores, including beds, bedding and steel
lockers,.are to be available for collection frow 03C3 on the day of movement
indicated in Annex B. Personacl listed before 30 Sep-13 Oct 71 will not be

returning to Nui Dat.

e ———— AT RO AT SRR R T

—

Communications.

1. Telecall Systen:.

a. 'The two Telecall DOALS between the tower and the fire shack will
ve pemoved br 256160CH Sen 71.° These will be installed between
the Flight CI' and TJcviaas 2o~k Vung Teu airfield by 301600H Sep

77

b. Flight HQ (Nai Dat) Zelecall system will be removed by 301900H.
Details for ‘nstallation at Vung Tau are to be advised.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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2
124 Telephones.

Qe By 261600H Sep 71, the following telephone extensions are to be
removed and the remaining extensions installed into one switch-
bua;d.

(1) Padre.

(2) Radio Sectiond
T3y,

(4)  FsM.

(5) CP number 2,

(6) Sgts Mess,

(7) Ordnance Store.

(8) FAP.

(9) Orderly Room.,

b. The remaining switchboard and extensions will be removed after
011200H Oct 71. |

13 Radios.

a. The following radios wi}l be moved to Vung Tau after 011200H Oct
71 '

(1) Three AN/PRC 25,
(2) One AN/GRC 125.
(3) Two GRC 292 Antennae.

b. Remaining radios and antenna will be removed after 011200H Oct 71.
The VRC 46, with battery and charger, at present used as the
control station on the Flight Command Net is to be moved to Vung
Tau as soon as possible after removal.

Installation at Vung Tau.

14, Communications. 104 Sig Sqn will provide two signalmen to replace two
presently attached to 161 Recce Flt, who are to move to Vung Tau on 27 Sep 7.
These personnel will be responsible for:

a. Installation of the flight radio on the Task Force Command Net (
(VHF) by 301200H Sep 71. The call sign will be the normal flight
call sign with the suffix A. Prior to joining the net, 1 ATF CP
is to be advised by telephone.

be Assist in the_inuﬁﬁllgtian.df.161 Recce Flt command net control
station by 301200H Sep 71. o

c. Assist in the laying of line for Flight HQ and installation of
“NDEAVOUR switchboard by 301500H Sep 71. The switchboard is to
contain the following extensions: |
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(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

(10)

oC.

2IC.,

fdmin Offre.
Orderly Roome
Of ficers AnneX.
Sergeants Mess.
Q Store.

Transporte.

Two lines from EMU swich.

Flight CP at Vung Tau aiffield.

Movement of the Main Body.

15 As the majority of movement -
a need for coordina

to Vung Tau will be in convoye.

16. LOadIE-

174 Departure Timings.
Dat by the time laid down in Annex A. I
commander of the stores involved is to advise

18, Convoy Protection.
protection will be arranged. If a convoy
members are to remain

Beginning 25
prior to the day of movement
the element involved, however the

~availesble to assists
loaded on the morning of departure.

cabin with the driver.

19. Convoy Commanders.
Ae

be

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

&

tion between elements

Leccommodation sto

will occur on 29 Sep, 30 Sep and 1 Jet 71,
of the flight is essential., Movement

Sep 71 all vehicles w

Every possible
f this is

If the situation at the time warrants it, convoy

is despatched without protection all -
in alert and vigilant at all times.
are to be carried and all vehicles will have a ''shotgu

effort is to be made to depart Nui :
not possible, the section
the Admin Officer.

n" passenger riding in the

e
e

i11 be loaded the afternoon
Stores Will be loaded primarily by personnel of
FSM is to have a work party of six members

res and personal belongihgs are to be

T O

-

Weapons and ammunition €

e ———— TR T BN

Convoy Commanders for dates laid down in para 15 are as follows:

(1)
(2)
(3)

Convoys prior to the above dates will be
member travelling with the convoy.

29 Sep 71 - Sgt Watson.

30 Sep 71 - Capt Barlow.

1 Oct 71 = 21t Barwell.

commanded by the senior

RCDIG1029752
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AMITEX A ¢ ;_
167 (IND. ) RECCE FLT
- e g = ADMIN INblR R 2/71

OF <4'SE

L

MOVEMENT TABLE FOR 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT

_—-u_ﬂﬂ'ﬁﬂ"-r“r—ﬂ
-mm—:m

g M- e

ca =TT R S TR B s —

Steres Destination Tpt Required ” Femarks

- s o F = PN LLER AL ST

Date/Time | Elcment |

072 el ""ffE:j g TS “‘“‘"““‘”’! N
Fo | o el
S S— — O S
4 | 250530 ___I e SRR, P

Screen room

251030 Wksps
S Spray booth

OC Billie Hut
Ord Room stores
Comms

270830 ~Adqin

Ops Airfield
5 ton HIAB Pers to take personal gear and

o S accomodation stores. See para 10,

- 290830 Wksps *
1 equipment

Admin

; | ' Q items, fire x5 ton
| extinguishers, :
| \' 8xwater tanks,
Armory. | i
| | . - - LF
’ Ops CP stores & Airfield 1x5 ton HS Depends upon availability of RAJ
1

Air Portable Cakin.
2C2 antennae
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