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PART 1

COVERING LETTER

Reference No.......... " i

To: OIC, Military History Section, AHQ.

1. 1 enclose Commanders Diary {AF C2118) (Adapted)
as indicated at Part 2.

2. Please return receipt below.
éz ﬁf &3 .
Y. (Signature ) Z2 Maj

G D {/ Appamfmanrqg“j 61 ( Indep)RecceFlt ..........
4 / 1 { T & % (OC Unit or senior staff officer)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

PART 2 AF C2119 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

SECRET

COMMANDERS DIARY

OF

Unit or Formation 161 (Indep) Recce Flt

em 1%y 71 & 5 =23 To.....50Hew 71 S

INDEX |
Narrative (AF C 2118) Enclosure Numbers
ANNEXES
* A Duty officer’s log = 0 S s e 1T
*H Mésages comneed With deg> = & 2 & 9B @B S8 to 0u.0...
€ Operation orders and instructions issued -~ 2 = 5 0 s to =Bk
D Operatmn Qpders angi instinctios fecéived & 2 00 0 - T B.8.e.. 7 O L
'R Shwpiilel B BmcEEe g o =2 ©  EFE. . 4. 5
F Orders of battle and location reports issued et WY e
G Intelligence reports and summaries issued; appreciations made Rt O ool
H Administrative orders and instructions issued SR 10 ... ...
I  Administrative orders and instructions received @~ R
J  Administrative reports and bulletins; ammunition returns; field strength '
returns cearyapis T ciciaiges
PR Stadip otiers 5 O & . S5 B B B F 0 -8 e  Raate - R
L. Commander’s policy and demi-official letters @~ . D s
M Action reports (if required) R R0 VS S .
N  Other papers, eg, maps and diagrams, air photos, reports from sub units T B aoant
O Periogical summaries of operations o @@ 2 & ¥ RE.... 350)...... 00
Z Top Secret Supplementary Diary t NIL
T RETAINED
1 Despatched to
* Only to be included during operations.
t Cross out whichever is not applicable. O oo scrennnaninsnns
RCDIGT1029/754



PART 3
COMMANDERS DIARIES
INSTRUCTIONS

AIM

1. The aim of a Commanders Diary is to provide data on which to base future improvements in Army
training, e?uipment, organization and administration, and to furnish historians with a record of the activities of
units and formations in operational and non-operational periods in peace and in war.

GENERAL

2. Entries are to be made daily on AF C2118 (Adapted) each entry being initialled by the officer
detailed to keep it.

<. Commanders Diaries will conform with the rules for drafting orders given in “Staff Duties (Australia)”,
Chapter 2, Section 12.

RESPONSIBILITY

During Non-operational Periods
4. A Commanders Diary is to be compiled by commanders of all formations.

During Operational Periods (1)
5. A Commanders Diary is to be compiled in duplicate by:

Commanders of all formations.
Each branch of the staff at formation headquarters commanded by a brigadier or above.

Heads of services not below the rank of lieutenant colonel.
Personal staffs and officers holding special appointments.

e. Unit commanders.
f. Commanders of a detachment of a unit when so ordered.

BpFE

COMPILATION

6. Both original and duplicate copies are to consist of:
a. Cover (AF C2119) (Adapted).
b. Index as printed on cover:
¢. Narrative (AF C2118) (Adapted).
d. Annexes as shown in the Index.

T All details of the unit or formation (if a detachment is concerned, the name of the parent unit), period
covered and enclosure numbers of the annexes are to be shown on the cover. If there has been a change of
command since the last report, the date of assumption by the new commanding officer is to be included.

8. The annexes are to be assembled in the groups shown on the cover. If there are no enclosures for
an annex NIL will be entered on the cover. If additional annexes are convenient for a particular headquarters.
' ) | R = oo _seemienn sEarting at .

for operations form Annex “Z”, “TOP SECRET
the document. It is to be prepared and disposed of as

TENTS

es as well as map references), establishment, equipment

d orders given.
he day’s fighting, including company movements.
amander with regard to equipment, tactics, organization

tential importance.

) officers, men and equipment.

yment captured.

>mployed in the time not accounted for. The type of

and to save work as much information as possible is to
1ments issued and received, routine returns, etc. All
and the time of receipt or despatch is to be given.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m

o i 1e annexes, but need not give a precis of any of them.
' ) ) ’

L=\ | wov Ay

(continued on back cover)
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DISPOSAL

13.  Original Commander’s Diary. This is to be forwarded monthly, unless otherwise ordered, b  1e
seventh day of the succeeding month direct to AHQ. ;

14.  Duplicate Commander’s Diary. This must be clearly marked as a duplicate. It is to be sent
separately from the original to AHQ one month after the original has been despatched but not before the
former has been acknowledged.

15.  When overseas, both copies of diaries are to be sent through the Army Records organization in the
overseas theatre but at different times.

16. TOP SECRET Supplementary Diaries.

a. The documents referred to in Paragraph 9 together with a list of them made out on AF C 2118
(Adapted) must be placed in separate cover (AF C 2119) (Adapted). All details must be filled in
and the cover clearly marked in red: “ANNEX Z — OFFICER ONLY”. It may be convenient to

group the papers by appendices.

b. Supplementary diaries must be forwarded under the normal rules for TOP SECRET
correspondence, to AHQ. The inner envelope must be plainly marked:

TOP SECRET

ANNEX Z to
Commanders DALY OF.......................oiiinniisnisisnssasnisnsinssnsisess (ROEMAtION o Unit)
PROML o s iiis sisvssessmssisinsss AD e ST (e (15T

¢. The duplicate supplementary diaries must be despatched as shown in Paragraph 14 as soon as
receipt of the original has been acknowledged.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m

(Awom |5

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT029/754



This form is to be enclosed with the AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES AF - 02118 (Adapted)

gnexes in AF~C2119 (Adapted) Bonda i
COMMANDER!S DIARY NARRATIVE =3 dgr 63

UNIT/FORMATION _ 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT

CER w:.—__._..‘ Harden

S

"ERENCE MAP . COMMANDING OFFI

|.+.

MONTH and YRAR . Ne N

#

T

Lﬁfi PlaCG‘ Eu-ld i m .:-,C ${915 ..MJ'
3 Grid referente Date Time Event or Informption armne lL-L- or
ai e 3 L W i
gf o . = - {£H—
I i'
; 1 ) With the withdrawal of all Australian Forces from Nui Dat on 7 Nov
] Rl o the unit has experienced a considerable drop in flying hours, particularly
! , 0% on the Rotary Wing sides The Task Force is now only concerning itself with
! i areas immediately to the North and North-West of Vung Tam and concentrated
7l Visual Reconnaissance in these areas are continuing., Lt Steel received
| heavy ground fire while on g VR to the north of Long Son and made a success
hits and has had to undergo major rega::.r back in the United States. This

aircraft was not replaced and we now have only seven OH-58A's remaining in

the Flight, There has been a marked increase in the number of liaison fli

done to the Saigon-Long Binh areas,

e —

X ! l The documents runs which has been done by RW aircraft for many year

.-} has now ceased with the IO0's being brought back in and the First Light Road

Recce is now done by the RW aircraft and only covers the road from Vung Tau

to Baria,

. P— e e
— = e il § Ea - ey

forced landing with no injury to _p:.lnt or passenger. The aircraft tock 13 4}.
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" This form is to - be enclosed with ﬂUi‘ll‘l"i_&Il“-:‘.E]’ MILITARY mRCES AF - (2118 (A&apted)

| annexes in AF - (2119 (Adapted) | .
# COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE ?fflﬂea bRg =3
| UNTT FORMATION --LGL(TNDEP) RRCCEFLT
. " MONTH AND YEAR....NOV_71 ... 'REFERENCE MAP __PHQ'C TUY PROVINCE ___ /COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N.H. HARDEN
: ~Place and . il el g S R e G i K Re: 13
Serial * Date Time Events or information Eiiiie?;itzg
I st éjmf -relerenec : e e — — ——afd-or-enelosure I
RIS R . RN A - el L e s -3 A
1 ¥ i Porter A14-692 co g i i was 2 EAg!
v VE away with Air America from 3 Nov 71 to 21 Nov 71. 3ol w'h
o TN 0= B ; Plans for 4 Kiowas to remain behind until March 72 are now completel .. .
> and Capt H. Matheson will command the small detachment left behind, 4 oy

Accommodation for this element will be at Vung Tau airfield with the RAAF,

using the space vacated by 9 Sqn which leaves early in December,

Preparation for the move home is now well under way with a large

- percentage of unit stores already crated and packed ir containerses One

Porter has already been withdrawn from service and has been prepared' for the

trip home by ship in early Januarv,.

—— S, == e —"

Unit strength at the eud of November was 13 Officers ahd 65 Other

ReF aaegE

s
0 e e —
i
=y
o ——
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This form is to-be enclosed with 'AUSTOAT AT MTLITARY FORCES' g c2118 (Adapted)
,  annexes in AF - (02119 (Adapted) | Ly
| COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATTVE © Ueviesd ape 03
} UNTT FORMATTON —'L5-1—LT.1EIDJ:':.’EL.l:'n‘.E.‘.C!.(llE:_E‘.L.l"‘___.r..w
. ' MONTH AND YEAR..-Nev 71 <= 'REWERENCE MAP ._PHQC TUY PROVINCE __  {COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N,H. HARDEN
! ~Place and _ = i : ol ——— R [
Serjal Date Tine - ; Reference to
| pER e I . L S Events or 1n:f‘armatm_n i B
21) & _ (c)__ d | e) Ry i & g —*»—--nad-glz-f-—%\nalasure IN¢
it Hev. VR's reported nothing of significances gk

T 1642

i s L R

Lt Steel .took ground fire over Long Son Island but with no hit on the aircrafts.

Capt lMonteith departed on R&R,

el S e ——
R - [ P et . 5

m- VR's reported nothing of significance

0300 2lt Triplett sent to search for seaman missing in V ng Tau harbours.

-m 2lt Mecham replaced P23 in the aearch but no sign of the man.
_- Special VR's put on in the Long .Snn ar:aa but nothing sighted b D
'} Mﬁ Lt Reynolds sighted one bunker and weapon pits all with overhead p nfectiun.
m- uiet Bay with VR's revealing nothine of #mportance. |

E
e i ey a ol g B

==- : vacated i |

2 - " Lt Steel flew the last DS aircraff Yor 4 RAR/NY and this was to be the last
f : |

: g
; i

A e

-l .
¥

RCDIGT029/754

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



- -

annexes in AF - (2119 (Adapted) ‘ | _.
COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE ' o it T
! UNTT FORMATION -Gl (INDEP) RRCCE FLT
. ' MONTH AND YEAR...NOV 71 . _  ‘REFERENCE MAP ._PHQT OVINCE _____ {COMMANDTNG OFFICER HEQ_H'H' HARDEN ,
ce : ~Place and . o , : e | Reference to
Sergal ] Date Time Events or information snhex lztter
——2rid refere e RN s i - ~---afd-or—uelosure NC
o 7 c g3 (e) oy ()
¢ ' - e i
o ZAFER . DS aircraft to be flown in South Vietname IR O e T A fie. et
Nickname ""CHEE TROOPS" passed on TF net -~ all 1 ATF complete in Vung Tau
Lt Howard had an engine failure on finals, landing on runway 30 at Vung Taue| =
Aircraft landed safely, Suspected contaminated fuele A

Date is confirmed for RTA - 23 Dec 71.

‘_

2lt Mecham sighted a camp for 10 persons used in last 24 hours. Food and

ole 1100
--- cuppltes foua 5o tre canp

161 Recce Flt received an "Air Task Request! from the RAAF?27?

VR's reported nothing of significance. ' |

Capt Monteith returned from R&R.

- Last RW and FW documents runs flown by Lt Steel and Lt McGhiee |

¥S 237668 M DS0C 21t Mecham sighted a camp 100 metr&s square containing 2 large concrete

['\- sy - —ew r W

t
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Thi is to 1 ith - |
This form is to-be enclosed wit 'AUSTALTAY MILITARY FORCES AF - €2118 (Adapted)

annexes in AF - (2119 (Adapted) . Detrtnd 6
COMMANDERS DTARY NARRATIVE ievised Apr 6O

UNTT FORMATION 481 (INDEP) RECCE FLT

. ' MONTH AND YFAR.-——Nov 71 .. 'REFERENCE MAP __PHQ'C TUY PROVINCE . {COMMANDTNG OFFICER Maj N.H. HARDEN
? ~Place and } . ais . - G b R by
Serial Date Time et oF $nfomation Reference to

1 . = I - i - S

annex letter
—e—gahd-or-enelosure N
i s,

—— I m——— — e ®

| (a1 (o d P
1120 ADE called in that Lt Steel had taken ground fire and was down at 315605, |
Sl . the fire coming from 300595, CL S hstey Bt s, ol SRRV
i I 1145 | _Bushrangers SR get under waye from Vung Tau, for dowmed aircrafi,

4 slicks arrived in the area with platoon from D Coy 4 RAR,

=-m Pilot and paasenger not hurt and pilot reports 13 holes in the aircrafte
- 1250 Helping Hand UH-1H arrived to lift out the downed Kiowa back to Vung Taue
-m Air strike foes into the area - no BDA.

e R S . . -

- Another great day = no sightings on VR's. |
=—m- VR's cancelled due to Friendly Forces being in the area.

Lt Dawson departed the unit on RTA. Lt Beynolds and Lt Howard arrived back

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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- This form is to-be enclosed with {'AU?T“M-"'A}T MILITARY FGRCES}- | AF - (2118 (Adapte&)f

annexes in AF - 02119 (Adapted) ‘ _
COMMANDERS DTARY NARRATTVE | Revised Apr 69

II UNTT FORMATION -8l (TNDEP) BRRCCE FLT
'. 4 MONTH -‘LLN;B @R B i NG'E.; ?1 Aol REFERENCE MAP oo Wi NCE R L .:"' COYMMANDTNG OFPICER ;M’aii N.H. HARDEN

i . -Place and : | = = - ————— |
Serial _ Date Time ety o Snfsnetion ReferencE to
ke T (] lerence n . annex letter

al) /1 c d o) e T S e - ~—-aR8 —Gr—?ﬂalgsure NG

25 Nov VR's postponed due to friendlies in tWﬂr b T A
pilots with ADF's and GCA's. S ot
24 Nov Lt Steel had a T/R drive shaft bearing failure while in Long Binh = Bluebell __.”._..-..w;.j
_sent to complete repairs. '

= H_ = e s e B w

- Brig McDonald addressed the unit prior to his deve ture from country. .
m- Juiet day with only two liaison trips to Long Binh

=_ 2lt Triplett located 3 bunkers at separate locations = 288584, 286581 and
=-- 86578 = 1 ATF would not allow a.nair strikee |
M- 21t Triplett located a 1 . i | |
ed a large camp - 2 bunkers, 8 sleeping platforms, 100 gal

—-- water tank and a canoe.

VR's reported nothing of signifcance.

VR's reported nothing of significancee

CP_at airfield is relocated in the RRERAF hs gar as air-portable shack has to

- be returned to the Air Force.
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