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PART 1

COVERING LETTER

Reference No... 246 ..........................

To: OIC, Military History Section, AHQ.

1, I enclose Commanders Diary (AF C2118) (Adapted)
as indicated at Part 2.

2. Please return receipt belu? #_
ﬁz / (Signature)........."": l / JWC (‘ ........................

> [3/]7 ﬁ Appointment 96 DET 161 _( m_:?)__mc.ﬂ..m

(OC Unit or senior staff officer)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

PART 2 AF C 2119 (Adapted)
Revised Iun, 1965
ORIGINAL Strike out where
BUPLICATE not applicable
OF
Unit or Formation .. DET..161.. . (INDEP).. RECCE..FLT ..ooooooooooceeooiosoooseeeensecersssienses o
From. ) FEBRUARY 1972 o B =8 To. 22 FERRUARY 1372 & ...
INDEX
Narrative (AF C2118) Enclosure Numbers
ANNEXES
T8 Dy olicers Il E B o e B o & X = =B &38. to .25
*5 NtSapges coancCicd with'lggs &2 & ¥ B & 3 = Ewm_ .. to 8. 0.
C Operation orders and instructions issued LA STV (o N
D Operation orders and instructions received . B0
"N ShHamsiande $209 B = o Ff Qe @ - ¥ 8 W EFEE. 80
E Qudersof-battle and:location®reports asswed . @90 0500 T e oo
G Intelligence reports and summaries issued; appreciations made @ ... B
H Administrative orders and instructions isseed .. O
I  Administrative orders and instructions received SRS 10
J  Administrative reports and bulletins; ammunition returns; field strength
returns U G ol SO EER  LE S
*K Standing orders issued gt SO R S,
L Commander’s policy and demi-official letters @~ B
M Action reports (if required) g, O ...
N  Other papers, eg, maps and diagrams, air photos, reports from sub units  ............ 80
O Perlogical summaries’of operationd & o« o= £ T GE..... t0 ..
Z Top Secret Supplementary Diary T NIL
T RETAINED
T Despatched to
* Only to be included during operations.
t Cross out whichever is not applicable. o e S e R

RCDIGT029/757



PART 3
COMMANDERS DIARIES
INSTRUCTIONS

AIM

1. The aim of a Commanders Diary is to provide data on which to base future improvements in Army
training, e?mpment, organization and administration, and to furnish historians with a record of the activities of
units and formations in operational and non-operational periods in peace and in war.

GENERAL

2. Entries are to be made daily on AF C 2118 (Adapted) each entry being initialled by the officer
detailed to keep it.

3. Commanders Diaries will conform with the rules for drafting orders given in “Staff Duties (Australia)”
Chapter 2, Section 12.

RESPONSIBILITY
During Non-operational Periods
4. A Commanders Diary is to be compiled by commanders of all formations.

During Operational Periods (1)

5. A Commanders Diary is to be compiled in duplicate by:

Commanders of all formations.

Each branch of the staff at formation headquarters commanded by a brigadier or above.
Heads of services not below the rank of lieutenant colonel.

Personal staffs and officers holding special appointments.

Unit commanders.
Commanders of a detachment of a unit when so ordered.

o pp D

COMPILATION

6. Both original and duplicate copies are to consist of:
a. Cover (AF C2119) (Adapted).
b. Index as printed on cover.
¢. Narrative (AF C2118) (Adapted).
d. Annexes as shown in the Index.

i All details of the unit or formation (if a detachment is concerned, the name of the parent unit), period
covered and enclosure numbers of the annexes are to be shown on the cover. If there has been a change of
command since the last report, the date of assumption by the new commanding officer is to be mcluded

8. The annexes are to be assembled in the groups shown on the cover. If there are no enclosures for
an annex NIL will be entered on the cover. If additional annexes are convenient for a particular headquarters,
: tarting at B.

for operations form Annex “Z”, “TOP SECRET
the document. It is to be prepared and disposed of as

ITENTS

>s as well as map references), establishment, equipment

1 orders given.
1¢ day’s fighting, including company movements.
imander with regard to equipment, tactics, organization

tential importance.
> officers, men and equipment.

oment captured.
employed in the time not accounted for. The type of

and to save work as much information as possible is to
uments issued and received, routine returns, etc. All
and the time of receipt or despatch is to be given.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m

N % he annexes, but need not give a precis of any of them.
L% 1 v N S
{ \\\ S= 1 pRR

(continued on back cover)
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DISPOSAL

13.  Original Commander’s Diary. This is to be forwarded monthly, unless otherwise ordered, L_ ¢he
seventh day of the succeeding month direct to AHQ.

14. Duplicate Commander’s Diary. This must be clearly marked as a duplicate. It is to be sent
separately from the original to AHQ one month after the original has been despatched but not before the
former has been acknowledged.

15.  When overseas, both copies of diaries are to be sent through the Army Records organization in the
overseas theatre but at different times.

16. TOP SECRET Supplementary Diaries.

a. The documents referred to in Paragraph 9 together with a list of them made out on AF C 2118
(Adapted) must be placed in separate cover (AF C2119) (Adapted). All details must be filled in
and the cover clearly marked in red: “ANNEX Z — OFFICER ONLY”. It may be convenient to

group the papers by appendices.

b. Supplementary diaries must be forwarded under the normal rules for TOP SECRET
correspondence, to AHQ. The inner envelope must be plainly marked:

TOP SECRET

ANNEX Z to
Commanders DAY OF..........c.. coooarevvssssamsaorssasserarssssssssnsasisssssssssrn sonen QROTIRBUON 'OF LINiL)
Ty A T vy IR e (Dates)

¢. The duplicate supglementar}r diaries must be despatched as shown in Paragraph 14 as soon as
receipt of the original has been acknowledged.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m
ity D

L e\\\ Gero A 2
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

b |
This form is to be enclosed with the AUSTRALIAT MTTTTALY T
l =i AT S avoliallAN MILITARY FO
amexes in AF-(C2119 (Ldapted) g . PR Ag - 02118 (Adapted)
COMUANDER'S DIARY NARRATIVE et o
* - UNIT/FORMATION DET 161 (INDEP ) REGCE FLT
.. MONTE and YEARFEBRUARY 1972 = REFERENCE MAP_PHOUC TUY. PROVINCE COMMANDING OFFICER e
S S - : . T —— "ICER CAPT.H.M, MAREESON
& 4 t i
%’Hri Lijic;.h?lzj:& !‘-ﬁ Date ! T+ me l- '!Rcference*‘bu
.;_* - -—ﬂfu_ il % el o R Bvent or Information amnex letter
a1 Ly {e)— - NP, (o) Nl AL o ' sure No
ne LILE L8 Naf showry oy AATanas T

pilots exceeding 130 hours for the beriod, This has been due to an increased

requirement for liasion tasks between ¥

majority of flights the aircraft carried maximum all up weight. On th 14 Feb
the telegraph links between Free World and 1 ATF

yere orea ' =il 2l 8nda €

! twice daily courier task was increased to 4 missions,

A RA Sigs member
I travelled on each flight to handle the large amount of classified material

L]ieiﬁg carried,
___l‘__ During 29 Feb, the detachment flew numerous liasion tasks between 1ATF

and HMAS Sydney, The last operationa} sortie being flown by Capt Matheson who

carried the detachments heavy baggage to Free World at 2100 hrs.
During the first two weeks of February the two drivers and RAEME

e i, Tl
rsonnel

i
spent considerable time at 1ATF preparing and painting vehicles and
trailers prior to RTA. The majarity of

unit stores were loaded on the Haﬁma
~ B R

HamforgTA_gnl_ﬁ_Eg_b_. a

1 S :

1
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Thisg form is to be enclosed with the AUSTRALIAN MLITAKY #ORCES AF - C2148 (Adapted)
Ens o - ..L L ) -

annexes in AF-02119 (4dapted)

HMONTH ond YEAR _ FEBRUARY 1972

Revised Ape 69

COMMANIZER'S DIARY WARRATIVE

UNIL/FORMATION _DEP 161 (NDEP) REGCE FLT _

. e s _-4 _.
w.a by Place and !
' 5% i 5 i_ ! o
kil

, —-l Grid ref m:'enj:e Date

i 1-{-:- b | ; , 5 2l Al i A
REFERANCE MAR PHOUC TUY. PROVINGE . ... .  COMUANDING OFFICHR GAPT. H.M. MATHESON.
i By , EE T res e < k= s i = g “I'l-‘"‘:l'—-ﬂ'l"hﬁ_:---

i ke i i, S ' L ]
avant or Informoiion

d 161 Recce moved teo temporary sleeping quarters in the Jhangar, Members were
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o

aid a ration allowance and ate in US Army messes.
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—-T LS T U e e ma
—
el

.. e B T —
; - —F‘TIH‘H-—-‘-‘P A L e S e T iy e TR0 e e i T L S —
; BEmEs — - P
T I o e o s i
——
‘u A
)
]
— e e Rl T — — -
iy S - i r—
W T . — A
¥
e TR — . S ——
——
1
[
e ms e —
* P ms .
— =
I - P
— Soi e, —
E G - i o g - — P - -
t Ealea B 1 1
R S 5
f RN W SR W ed _."" - R
I A " _— i —— = r— —
¢ .
. ' { ! i
: i '
a1
] *
' ¥ ]

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIG1029757



This form is to be enclosed with the AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES
annexes in AFP-C2119 (Adapted) Age;ig§;1ipagAg§PtEd)

COMMANDER!S DIARY NARRATIVE
: UNIT/FORMATION DET 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT

-

& and YHEAR mnmfzz_ R *I:'H:FLEE*IGE MALM&RCM‘ .. COMMANDING OFFICER CARPT. H M. MATHESON
: Place and - | e
¢ et Grid referenke Date Time Bvent or Information 51 gt Bl

ammex letter

' e e o

- 1) — 4 b (o)~ il Qﬁl o
ANNEX A PART 1 RW HOURS AND SORTIES
i : DAY ! — NIGHT :
il 3 HOURS  SORTIES HOURS SORTIES ¥
e PILOT RECCE W IR NIL NIL
i ___ PAX RECCE 21,25 I e
ASTON wiase - 358 2935 S
i S A | T _ NIL N NIL
SNIFFER . A _ NIL NIL
|ResSUP & NIL NIL NIL NIL |
DUST OFF CRUTI NIL NIL
MISC it I _NIL  §IL
TRG( _NIL . ols 1 )
____|TEsr il 2,50 8 S L R

-
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