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PART 1

COVERING LETTER

To: OIC, Military History Section, AHO.

1. I enclose Commanders Diary (AF C2118) (Adapted)
as indicated at Part 2.

2. Please return receipt below.

(Signature) ..

Appointment ... .
{GC Unit or senior staff officer)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

PART 2

T SECRET

ORIGINAL Strike out where
DYPLICATE not applicable

COMMANDERS DIARY

OF

Unit or Formation 161(MW)HH‘CE’?LT'W

AF C 2119 (ﬁdapted)
Revised Jun,

Fiom . .0 A7CUST 1969: 5 52 To. Ak FHSUARY fo70 &

INDEX

Narrative (AF C2118)
ANNEXES

* A Duty officer’s log - 40
'8 Mdbapes oohinedted with Jogz 2 § . <F B B 0 T .ggS to .
C Operation orders and instructions issued 0 .
D Operation orders and instructions received R0
yP Hpaiae 0O B s g &e 9o 2 94 8B | oPE. to
F Orders of battle and location reports issued to .
G Intelligence reports and summaries issued; appreciations made I
H Administrative orders and instructions isssed to
I  Administrative orders and instructions received i 0
J  Administrative reports and bulletins; ammunition returns; field strength
IEEe " O OPETLEEER & 8 B A L s to ..
*K Standing orders issued -
L Commander’s policy and demi-official letters o 0 ..
M Actonreports (fredquised) =~ M U Z 8 5 ¢ 2 85 8§ 9 S48 to
N  Other papers, eg, maps and diagrams, air photos, reports from sub units ... to ..
O Periodical summaries of operatons . =~ -~ to ..
Z Top Secret Supplementary Diary T NIL
+ RETAINED
T Despatched to
* Only to be included during operations.
T Cross out whichever is not applicable. Ol

Enclosure Numbers

(

--------------

--------------

--------------
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PART 3
COMMANDERS DIARIES
INSTRUCTIONS

AIM

1. The aim of a Commanders Diary is to provide data on which to base future improvements in Army
training, equipment, organization and administration, and to furnish historians with a record of the activities of
units and formations in operational and non-operational periods in peace and in war.

GENERAL

A Entries are to be made daily on AF C 2118 (Adapted) each entry being initialled by the officer
detailed to keep it.

3. Commanders Diaries will conform with the rules for drafting orders given in “Staff Duties (Australia)”
Chapter 2, Section 12.

RESPONSIBILITY

During Non-operational Periods
4. A Commanders Diary is to be compiled by commanders of all formations.

During Operational Periods (1)

S. A Commanders Diary is to be compiled in duplicate by:

Commanders of all formations.

Each branch of the staff at formation headquarters commanded by a brigadier or above.
Heads of services not below the rank of lieutenant colonel.

Personal staffs and officers holding special appointments.

Unit commanders.

Commanders of a detachment of a unit when so ordered. -

o RO TE

COMPILATION

6. Both original and duplicate copies are to consist of:
a. Cover (AF C2119) (Adapted). 3
b. Index as printed on cover.
¢. Narrative (AF C2118) (Adapted).
d. Annexes as shown in the Index.

y 2 All details of the unit or formation (if a detachment is concerned, the name of the parent unit), period
covered and enclosure numbers of the annexes are to be shown on the cover. If there has been a change of
command since the last report, the date of assumption by the ncw commanding officer is to be included.

8. The annexes are to be assembled in the groups shown on the cover. If there are no enclosures for
an annex NIL will be entered on the cover. If additional ap.iexes are convenient for a particular headquarters,
=4 - 1 - --tJ L. ..-.-n..--.--l--ﬂi-l R il .'f

S_ smnsitad) 85 SeMOEos arting at B.

for operations form Annex “Z”, “TOP SECRET
he document. It is to be prepared and disposed of as

ENTS -
1
; as well as map references), establishment, equiﬁmﬂnt

orders given.
» day’s fighting, including company movements.
nander with regard to equipment, tactics, organization

ntial importance.
officers, men and equipment.

1ent captured.
aployed in the time not accounted for. The type of

nd to save work as much information as possible is to
nents issued and received, routine returns, etc. All
ind the time of receipt or despatch is to be gi?en.;_‘___ el

s annexes, but need not give a precis of anGdhem.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m

(continued on back cover)
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DISPOSAL

13 Original Commander’s Diary. This is to be forwarded monthly, unless otherwise ordered, by wse
seventh day of the succeeding month direct to AHQ.

14.  Duplicate Commander’s Diary. This must be clearly marked as a duplicate. It is to be sent
separately from the original to AHQ one month after the original has been despatched but not before the
former has been acknowledged.

15.  When overseas, both copies of diaries are to be sent through the Army Records organization in the
overseas theatre but at different times.

— e m .

16. TOP SECRET Supplementary Diaries.

a. The documents referred to in Paragraph 9 together with a list of them made out on AF C 2118
(Adapted) must be placed in separate cover (AF C2119) (Adapted). All details must be filled in
and the cover clearly marked in red: “ANNEX Z — OFFICER ONLY”. It may be convenient to
group the papers by appendices.

b. Supplementary diaries must be forwarded under the normal rules for TOP SECRET
correspondence, to AHQ. The inner envelope must be plainly marked:

TOP SECRET

ANNEX Z to
Commanders DIary of.............ccccovreeiinnnicisnnecnnnessssnssssis e -onn (FOrmMation. or Unit)
e S o B i e e re s

¢. The duplicate supplementary diaries must be despatched as shown in Paragraph 14 as soon as
receipt of the original has been acknowledged.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m
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This forfn if to be enclosed with the

es in}AF—CZIIE (Adapted).

MONTH AND YEAR, SEPTEUEER 69

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

UNIT/FORMATION, 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT

--------------------------------------------------------------

COMMANDING OFFICER /AJ HILL=SMTTH

Place and grid
reference

Date

Time

Annex letter and
enclosure number

llllllllll

--------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------
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rrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

llllllllllllllllllllllll
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---------------------------
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...............

........................

lllllllllllllllllllllll

O &0 B

-----------------------

=30

lllllllllllllllllll

---------------------

-------------------------

llllllllllllllllllll

o

e od oW

._+.E.B.ptt”Fhlﬂn@ﬁm.-mﬂ;ﬁkﬁ@,iﬂﬁ?”ﬂm..ﬁr?'.—??.ﬁﬂi.li&r.....ﬁ.l.'i-i?...l.ll.‘:li}...@?ﬁﬁ?—fﬂ?&iﬁﬁ.;ﬂg..1??@.?.%..5’:‘5‘.2?‘?!?5?@1...1.““........ AT
-.Lapt. Flanagan. & Capb. Donald. engaged. a.camp with artillery, . BDA: 2 bunkers destroyeds | '

A camp was engaged by artillery, BDA: 7 bunkers and 2 tunnel entrances destroyed.

llllllllllllllllllllllllll

.............................................................................................

-------

.....................................................................................................................................................................................

TsrreEEESAS

2Lt Smith marked for sn eimstrike, BDA: 9 bunkers destroyed, 15 bunkers exposed.

.ght Smith marked for an airstrike. BDA: 2 large bunkers exposed.

LRI R RU RS R s

Capt Flanagan marked for an airstrike for a camp under construction, BDA

..eXposed, 1 hut destroved, . .

llllllllllllllllllllllll

W.and BV aireraft. on task to 1 ATF.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

-----------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

eompan
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-----------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------
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AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

This form is to be enclosed with the COMM AN’DERS DI ARY N ARR ATIV’E Revised Jun, 1965 |

in AF-C2 Adapted).
annexes in 119 (Adapted) UNIT/FORMATION. 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT .

MONTH AND YEAR. SEPTEMBER 69 REFERENCE MAP PHUQC TUY PROVINCE ... .. . COMMANDING OFFICER MAJ. G HILLw-SMITH.....

Place and grid . : " Annex letter and
i e Date Time Event or information anclosare b

Y8562573 8 SEP 69 1145 Capt Domald & 2Lt Digk sighted 1 comorete well amd 3 weapom pits or tummel entrances,

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

----------------------

............................. FESFA T E EEE B E AR wd g E ARl R A e R R

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

.................................................................................................................................................................

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.........................................................................................

.. Beee 10 SEP 69 |.1530.... Capt Flamagam % Capt Domald sighted 2 well camouflaged humkers with am Fe=W. traok. . . ... | ..

............................................................................................ .M.IEM|+|hhaaa-m-u-a‘--‘-‘-.-...pr-r-rr-lq.q.ii-quq.pp+.|.aa.---------.------i-r-...i.....rp..r..p-..-..j.q..q._a.a.alq..JL+|Jlllllllll-a-l-lllllli-rrlllllllir1r11lllr‘i+ri1!l P AN EE NN RN FEREEE RN AN EREREENENLLERENENNENERENENNENNHN] ’

............ YS412832 | 10 SEP 69 | 1550 | Capt Flamagam. %.Capt Domald sighted 2. thatohed roof hubs. which were well camouflaged... .| ...
13405833 10 SEP 69 | 1630 Capt Flamagan & Capt Domald sighted 6 bumkers im good comditiom looated betweew 2 = |

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

bombed out are@g,

............................................................................................................................................

15384859 10 SEP 69 | 1645 Capt Flamagan & Capt Domald sighted 4 mew bumkers im good comditiom mear am old camp, |

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Y5644617 11 SEP 69 | 0830 &6t Jelile maied Tex o ateabeiie WAAL ML i

.............................................................................................

13405837 11 33P 69 | 1030 Maj Hill-Smith marked for aa airstrike BDA: 1 hut & 1 bumker destroyed, There were many

........................................................................................... LELE RN (L EE AL S A S S R E R S S RN RS R RS AR NE SRR E R R LR RN

well comstructed bumkers im good comditiom im the camp, ...

------------------------------------------------

............................................................................................

Ys270941 |12 SEP 69 | 1015 Capt Flamagan sighted 4 VC hiddem at the base of a tree, A humter-killer tean was

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

-----------------------------------------------

oRlled m el Aot ted B 5 U0 KB (B0 ) sl

1 BP Coy—275/65—55m
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This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF-C 2119

(Adapted).

MONTH AND YEAR . SEPTEMBER 69

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

UNIT/FORMATION.. 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT

REFERENCE MAP. PHUOC TUY PROVINCE

COMMANDING OFFICER MAJ HILL-SMITH

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

Place and grid
reference

Date

Time

Event or information

Annex letter and
enclosure number

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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----------------------------------------------
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----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

13 SEP 69

-------------------------
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-------------------------
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------------------------

------------------------

-------------------------

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

lllllllllllllllllllllllllll

----------------------------

------------------------------

Pl & BRW airoraft om task to 1 ATF,

2Lt Smith marked for am airstrike BDA: Nil,

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

------------------------------

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

llllllllllllllllllllll

----------------------

------------------------

-----------------------

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

------------------------

| bunkers im good ocomditiom, ... L L
Capt Domald & 2Lt Lomgland sighted several bumkers which had beem used recently by many

.............................................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

perimater. Artiulaﬂ on thu gmund aumated rauant unuupa.tian.

of the aimra.ft.

Capt Donald foumd a squad size camp which appeared to be in use,

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B. it 2wt vt 45 okt s e o s B

U TLEh MR SR W SLERike. WAt & TONIN 3RS SXDRNOH

Capt Domald & 2Lt Lomglamd sighted 200 metres of commmications. tremch. . sbout. 15-20

---------

people,
A A e it s e

21-1; Smith s:u.gl'xted 15 plu.a bt:lkera in goad uanditimn with figlting pita a.rmmd the

Ga.pt I-‘Iarkumw si@ted 2 persons, drea md in blaok, wha ran iltu treas upon tha a.npmauh

R R A R R AR a s wa

-----------------------------------------------

2Lt Smith marked for am airgtrike, BDA: 1 hut destroyed,

...............................................
................................................

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

----------------------------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

This form is to be enclosed with the COMM ANDERS DI ARY N ARRATIVE Revised Jun, 1965

annexes in AF-C 2119 (Adapted).
UNIT/FORMATION 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT |

MONTH AND YEAR.. SEPTEMBER 69 . REFERENCE MAP. PHUOC TUY PROVINCE ... . COMMANDING OFFICER MAJ HILL=SMITH .

Place and grid " , o i S
SRlopence g - BTG . WEnesation enclosure ml:.mhar

I5378710 19 SEP 69 | 1540 2Lt Dick sighted a large complex of tremohes & weapom pits im good comditiom,

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Y3652624 ZOSEP69 0800 Capt Flamagan carried out BDA on an airstrike, BDA: 1 tummel expesed, 1 bunker destroyed

o = R M SR M R B MRy O | L, M O O O8O 0 o oo ] o o W oo [ e e e T e T e kL R R o R R R

---------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-u

 Ys626922 120 SEP 69 | 0900 | Capt Flamagam carried out BDA om am airstrike, BDA: 3 bumkers exposed,

I3373?10 203*&?69 1045 Capt Donald conducted am AOP ghoot, BDA: 3 bunkers desgtroyed & 2 weapon pibs desbtroyed, e 12k a0y s S

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.. Ys2es845 |21 SEP 59 | 1300 |2 Lt Smith sighted several fresh bukers, 1 teble & 1 hut

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

..Yse89847 121 SEP 69 | 1330 | 2Lt Smith sighted 3 hut frames coverimg bumkers, .~
¥85292847 21 SEP 69 | 1345 S TR el -1 IR N vhae BN it S T B

----------------------------------------------------------------------

............. ¥5295905  .....|22 SEP 69 | 0915  |Capt Flanagam & 2Lt Smith sighted 4 plus bumkers which appeared to have recent wse, |
YSA08TT9 22 SEP 69 | 1100 2Lt Smith sighted a camp which showed signs of recemt use and had 14 plus bunkers im the

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

area.,

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

... Ys408779 |22 SEP 69 | 1315 | Capt Domald & 2Lt Smith comducted am AOP shoot, BDA: 3 bumkers destroyed, 2 bunkers

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

damaged, 1 bumker exposed, 2 spider holes exposed, 1 hut exposed & 2 tables exposed,

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

YSe74e38 |23 SEP 69 | 0855 Capt Flanagan sighted 3 well camouflaged huts which were apprex, 18' X 12',

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------

¥8363800 23 SEP 69 | 0845 Maj Hill-Smith & 2Lt Lomglamd sighted 1 VC dressed im a blue grey shirt amd carrying a

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

weapon. The VC who appeared to be moving Fast, was engaged with small arms with negative

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll N R N R Il B R R R L R R R R R R R R N N N N N N R LI L O I BT B R BN A B N N L) EEE W EE EEEE R ® W EE R EEEEE R
1 BP Coy—275/65—55m
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This form is to be enclosed with the
annexes in AF -C 2119 (Adapted).

MONTH AND YEAR. . SEPTEMBER

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

PHUOC TUY PROVINCE

-------------------------------------------------------------

REFERENCE MAP

UNIT/FORMATION 161 (INDEP) RECCE FLT

COMMANDING OFFICER. MAJ G, HILL-SMITH

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)
Revised Jun, 1965

Place and grid
reference

Event or information

Annex letter and
enclosure number

YS408779

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
----------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------

.........................

.....................

.........................

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

b T0002002
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aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

----------------------

llllllllllllllllllllll

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

---------------------

----------------------

----------------------

---------------------

.....................

qqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqq

------------------------

2Lt Jellie marked for an airstrike., BDA: 5 bunkers exposed, 3 tables exposed, 1 table

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr R R R N T e R R N R N T o T e A o e e T B e T T I IR L

destroyed, & pieces of clothing scattered around the area.

------------------------- 5.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

-----------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.............................................

2Lt Kerr conducted an AOP shoot, BDA: 1 hut destroyed, 4 bunkers destroyed, 2 bunkers

damaged, 4 bunkers exposed & 2 spider holes exposed, @~

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

2Lt Longland marked for an airstrike, BDA: 8 weapon pits exposed, 4 bunkers damaged,

----------------------------------------------------------------------

2 bunkers destroyed and 20 metres of trench exposed.

Capt Donald & Capt Wark conducted an AOP shoot, BDA: 2 spider holes exposed, 3 weapon

Pits damaged, 2 weapom pits destroyed & 1 bunker destroyed,

.Capt Flanagan sighted a bunkers system containing 6 bunkers & 2 tunnel entrances which |

appeared to be in good condition, ..~

Capt Flanagan sighted approx., 12 bunkers, Several had recent use, ...~

1 BP Coy—275/65—55m

...................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

----------------------------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF-C 2119

Tl

MONTH AND YEAR.....

(Adapted).

FRESF T FBPFASNy

SEPTEMBER

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

REFERENCE MAP FTHUOC TUY PROVINCE .. . . .

COMMANDING OFFICER 'AJ Hlu[=SHITH

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

Revised Jun, 1965

Place and grid
reference

Date

Time

Event or information

Annex letter and
enclosure number

....... [ s O |

154088 31

----------------------------------------------

.............................................

.............................................

..............................................
.............................................
.............................................
..............................................
................................
..............................................
.............................................
..............................................
..............................................
..............................................
..............................................

----------------------------------------------

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

........................

------------------------

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

........................

-------------------------

-------------------------

-------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllll

------------------------

lllllllllllllllllllllllll

-------------------------

-------------------------

--------------------------------

-------------------------

||||||||||||||||||||||

----------------------

---------------------------

---------------------

lllllllllllllllllllllllll

llllllllllllllllllllllll

..... Capt. Flanagan sighted . a.foot. bridge. acrossia.strean. and. g track . led. to.several. bunkers.

Capt Donald sighted several bunkers under construction,
2Lt Thomson & 2Lt Longland sighted 1 wooden structure, 1 bunker & 1 pack.

capt Donald conducted an AOP shoot., BDA: 6 bunkers destroyed, 2 bunkers damaged, 4

(TR T T TS S R R S S L R S S RS gt TR S RN S S U T S T Y gt R S R R R St Nt T SR T et TR R R R R R R R TR A TR R R I TR T S R

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Capt Flanagan sighted 1 new bunker located beside g track which had been used by 2
persons within the last 24 hours.

LN

2Lt Smith & 2Lt Thomson sighted a large galvanised iron hut in the shape of an 'Af,

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

-------------------------

-------------------------------

----------------------

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

.........................
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lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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