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PART 3 A

COMMANDERS DIARIES =i
INSTRUCTIONS
AIM
1. The aim of a Commanders Diary is to provide data on which to base future improvements in Army

training, equipment, organization and administration, and to furnish historians with a record of the activities of
units and formations in operational and non-operational periods in peace and in war.

GENERAL

2 Entries are to be made daily on AF C 2118 (Adapted) each entry being initialled by the officer
detailed to keep it.

3. Commanders Diaries will conform with the rules for drafting orders given in “Staff Duties (Australia)”,
Chapter 2, Section 12, o

RESPONSIBILITY
During Non-operational Periods :
4, A Commanders Diary is to be compiled by commanders of all formations.

During Operational Periods (1)

5. A Commanders Diary is to be compiled in duplicate by:
a. Commanders of all formations.
b. Each branch of the staff at formation headquarters commanded by a brigadier or above.

. Heads of services not below the rank of lieutenant colonel.

c
d. Personal staffs and officers holding special appointments.
e. Unit commanders.
f. Commanders of a detachment of a unit when so ordered. -
COMPILATION
6. Both original and duplicate copies are to consist of:

a. Cover (AF C2119) (Adapted).

b. Index as printed on cover.

c¢. Narrative (AF C2118) (Adapted).
d. Annexes as shown in the Index.

ds All details of the unit or formation (if a detachment is concerned, the name of the parent unit), period
covered and enclosure numbers of the annexes are to be shown on the cover. If there has been a change of
command since the last report, the date of assumption by the new commanding officer is to be included.

8. The annexes are to be assembled in the groups shown on the cover. If there are no enclosures for
an annex NIL will be entered on the cover. Tf additional annexes are convenient for a particular headquarters. |
itarting at B. |

for operations form Annex “Z”, “TOP SECRET
the document. It is to be prepared and disposed of as

TENTS

es as well as map references), establishment, cqui;;ment

d orders given.
he day’s fighting, including company movements.
nmander with regard to equipment, tactics, organization

-

tential importance.

y officers, men and equipment.

yment captured.

:mployed in the time not accounted for. The type of

and to save work as much information as possible is to
iments issued and received, routine returns, etc. All
and the time of receipt or despatch is to be given.

1 BP Coy—274/65—55m
RN RS
T:b \ '_..:5\ ﬁ"\ﬂtj S ]

e annexes, but need not give a precis of any of them.

(continued on back cover)
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DISPOSAL y

_—

13.  Original Commander’s Diary. This is to be forwarded monthly, unless otherwise ordered, by the
seventh day of the succeeding month direct to AHQ.

14. Duplicate Commander’s Diary. This must be clearly marked as a duplicate. It is to be sent
separately from the original to AHQ one month after the original has been despatched but not before the
former has been acknowledged.

15.  When overseas, both copies of diaries are to be sent through the Army Records organization in the
overseas theatre but at different times.

16. TOP SECRET Supplementary Diaries.

a. The documents referred to in Paragraph 9 together with a list of them made out on AF C 2118
(Adapted) must be placed in separate cover (AF C 2119) (Adapted). All details must be filled in
and the cover clearly marked in red: “ANNEX Z — OFFICER ONLY”. It may be convenient to

group the papers by appendices.

b. Supplementary diaries must be forwarded under the normal rules for TOP SECRET
correspondence, to AHQ. The inner envelope must be plainly marked:

TOP SECRET

ANNEX Z to
Commanders DHary of .......cciic.cevicicnninnineininnnicannidics s (rormation or Unit)
. e T R SO S L SRS Ll R R R T

¢. The duplicate supplementary diaries must be despatched as shown in Paragraph 14 as soon as
receipt of the original has been acknowledged.

1 BP Coy—274/65—S5m
RaXt AD
["b \ 3\ ﬁ’\ﬂ*j =4 ]
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AF - C 2118 (Adapted)

1B S i e bt COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE .

in AF-C 2119 (Adapted). 4
el - UNIT/FORMATION . 110 Sig Sq,ﬂ

MONTH AND YEAR. . Mey 1967 REFERENCE MAP ... .. oo COMMANDING OFFICER ... MoJ. EoHe HYNES

Place and gri i i i Annex letter and
refar:nuemd Date Time Event or information o= sl o |

L ST . T S T TR | 110. 812 Son. assumed. respmsibilities of 145, 858 S0 ... oo iosres s e B il
s b2 Ny v POWeT. generator situation at Vung Ten detachment erxitieal . I e
SN A Nay . | A conference of all 110 8ig.Son. officers was. held at.Son HQy Pl TRO. ..o o e

S T | D S b B I PRSI S R e T
ST o o e I N R Maj. BODGER.from. 127 .8ig. Sqon. .arrvived with his. plamming. team. to.finalige the vger. ...l WL e o L L

VoA WA ORI T SRS L SRR, W ..cegirement for the new Austcan Vietnam. tape.relay. . statdone. ..o essseasassans. e |
SAIGON 12 Vay Both transmitters on the rear link to Australia off the air due to lightning strikes 01

...............................................

SATGON 12 May Traffiu Minimiﬁe :l.sﬂued 01

----------------------------------------------

VUNG TAU 16 May VC Hill recconoitered for possible site for the AN/'IRU 24 relay station 0 1

--------------------------------------------------------------------

EAIGWVIJNG TAT 22 May Radio relay system out due to numerous equipment failures 01 |

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

-------------------------------------------------

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

1 B P Coy—275/65—55m
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This form is to be enclosed with the

annexes in AF-C 2119

MONTH AND YEAR

(Adapted).

COMMANDERS DIARY NARRATIVE

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

AF - C 2118 (Adapted)
Revised Jun, 1965

UNIT/FORMATION.. 110 Sig Sqn

COMMANDING OFFICER.. Yaj E,H. HYNES

Place and grid
reference

Time

Event or information

Annex letter and
enclosure number

L L R O B LR BN R R R R
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---------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------
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----------------------------------------------
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......................
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llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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....................................

-----------------------------

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Information received that a platoon gized VC force was located about 1 mile from Sgn HQ 01

__Qcoy AFV agreed to asgist in guarding the Plm1 Tho site i'.t01

Sandbagging of the transmitter bhuilding commenced 01

A "DEECO" magt and several dipoles were erected at Phm1 Tho for the HF command net 0 1

.................................................................................................................................................................................................. R b e I

The HF command tested suecessfully at night 01 |
-..i‘ﬁ‘l‘"aét;}":ﬁé;fﬁ-’:j.ﬁ"‘“""“""”””“ ...............................................
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TELEPHONE

——

Quote in Reply

***** R§O7~4-3

L

1%

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

SOUT™H VIETNAM
ADDRESS 110 Sig Sqn
PHU THO
Jul 67
SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS - MAY 1

Command. On 1 May 67 110 Sig Sqn assumed responsibility for all

theatre commmications held and provided by 145 Siz Son.

2

Personnel,

a, On arrival in South Vietnam 110 Siz Sqn was 50 men under strength,
This defieciency was not immediately apparent as the greater part of

145 Sig Sqn was still in the theatre, The lack of msnpower bhecame
critical when 145 Sig Sqn returned to Angtralia and this factor combined
with major tramsmitter failyre on the Melbourne link was instrumental
in ecausing a "minimise" to be issued on 12th May.

b. A econference of all officers of 110 Sig Sqn was held on 4 May at
P Tho. Discussion was centered around squadron policy with
reference to the funetional reorganisation, Future commmication
requirements and the presently operating shift gystem were algo
discussed at length., Other topies brought to notice were the
eficiency of the "Q" gystem and the welfare of the troops, including
the respongibilities of the officers snd NCO'g,

Fmemy Activities <

a» Terrorist activities were empected to increase considerably during
the period of Ho Chi Minh's Birthday (19 May). Intelligence revorts
indicated that a rocket attack on VC Hill was imminent, If the
repeater on VC Hill was lost a HF radio backup using AN/PRC 47 sets
was to be used, working either CW or RTT depending on the quality of
the cireuit, In the event of the equipment on VC Hill being

destroyed the reserve AN/VRC 69 held at Vung Tam was readied to be
lifted in. The rocket attack did not eventuate and therefore the
emergency procedures were not tested,

b, From intelligence reports received it was believed that a VC foree,
approximately platoon gize, was located sbout 2000 yds south of Ten
Son Nhut Airport, Further information located this force in a rubber
plantation gituated approximately 1000 yds from sqn HQ at Phu Tho,

The threat remained for several days during which time the guard at
night was doubled.

Defence and Deployflent. Following the VC threat at sgn HQ, the

vunerability of the station was realiged. Two courses of action were
immediately taken,

a&e In response to the squadron's requests, HQ Coy AFV agreed to
supplement the existing guard. The guard at sqn HQ at night now
congists of three men from 1ATF and three from HQ Coy.

be. Sendbagzing of the transmitter building and construetion of
permanent bunkers was commenced.

/5. Casualties

/
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5o Casualties. 58746 Cpl B.J. Humphries who received radio frequency
burns while repairing the rear link transmitters was evacuated to Austrslia

on 23 May,
6o Squadron Headquarters, Phu Tho

a, Draingge and Flood Control, The site of san HQ and the
transmitter building is situated on low ground adjacent to a swamp,
During the "wet" much of the area is inmundated and the remainder
transformed to a bog, In a reply to a request for assistance the
Chief of Staff, HQ AFV and the SORE 1 visited the area to ascertain
the extent of the problem, A formal request from HQ AFV to US
engineers for area improvement was later submitted.

b, Perimeter Fence, Since the occupation of the gite at Phu Tho
the area allocated to the squadron has been steadily enroached from
all gides; On the north boundary by Vietnamese refugees and on all
other sides by US foreces units, In an attempt to halt the
infiltration by American Forces the US Transportation Motor Pool,
who occupy the majority of the area, were requested to re-establish
the squadron perimeter fence which had been kmocked down, stolen or
disposed of as seen fit, It was agreed after some debate that the
Americans rebuild the fence using stores provided by 110 Siz Sgn.

T Vung Tau Detachment, All accomodation has been moved to the new
location on Logan Hill, The tentage has been re-erected on the concrete bases
laid down for the eonstruction of permanent quarters., The simmal centre and the
tape relay station are still located in the old ares,

Commnieations

E .- Rear Link

2. Receiver Statdon, The keying lines from receivers were again
cut on the 5th May by eivilian eontractors workins on extensions

to the Tan Son Nhut Airport, AN/PRC 25 gets used as the emergency
back up failed to work, An attempt was made to make contact

through Vung Tan using a R391 and a CV 157, This was unsatisfactoxry
because of tuning difficulties with the CV 157,

b, Trangmitter Station. On the 12th May bhoth transmitters were
severely damaged when lightning hit the aebials,

9 Traffic., The lack of manpower resulting in the departure of 145 Sig
Sqn coupled with major equipment fanlts culminated on May 12 with a "minimige"
being issued,

10. New Tape Relay Station - Saigon., With the increase in the
Australian Force in Vietnam it has become quite apparent that the existing
signal centre and tape relay station are totally inadequate to efficiently carry
out the tasks demanded. In response to requests by 110 Sig Sqn a new signal
cenire and tape relay station is being planned., To meet this end a planning
team from 127 Sig Sqn arrived in theatre on 6 May to finalise the usger
requirement., 127 Sig Sqn has been allocated the task of detailed planning and
installation of thim project.

" 110 Radio Relay Repeater Site - VC Hill, The radio relay repeater
equipment on VC Hill is presently located within the US Stratcom Compound, This
location achieves an ideal path to Saigon, but the cireuit to 1ALSC is barely
marginal, The summit of VC Hill was reconoitered on 16 May with a view to
relocating the repeater station at a more favoursble site, A satisfactory site
was found to be abamilable and a request for this site to be obtained was
submitted to HQ AFV on 24 May (Attached as Annex A),

/12, Additional
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12, Additional Commmications. In order to satisfy the HQ AFV request
for a voice cireuit to 1ATF in event of a failure in the radio relay system a
comprehensive aerial system, comprising four half wave dipoles, has been erected
at the transmitter station site at Phn Tho, This eircuit was satisfactorily
tested, both at night and during the day on 23 and 30 May, However until similar
aerials are eonstructed at 1ATF the eircuit remains suitable for CW only,

13; ui nts

ae Generators, At present the signalg installations in the Vung
Tan ares are powered by a mltitude of 5KVA cenerators. Due to the
arduous conditions encountered and the age of these machines the
failure rate exceeds the rate of repair, On 2 May the battle to
maintain commniecations reached its lowest when out of 10 machines
normally in use only 4 were available for use, A erisis was sverted
when 2 Comp Ord Depot released two new machines for use by Det 110
Siz Son at Vung Tau.

140 b Aerials, The "Deeco" type masts supporting the transmitting
rhombie aerials were at one stage enclosed within substential fences,
but with the ravages of time and nedghbouring US forces these fences
have been reduced to a few star pickets and a couple of lengths of
barbed wire, Without these fences the masts become extremely
vunerable to the large amount of motor transport operating in the
same compound, On 2 May a US Army operated truck backed into one of
the guy wires inflieting a severe bend at ghout the 80 foot level,
Prompt action by the rigger detatchment prevented the mast from
collapsing and it was returned to service within four hours. To
prevent further mishaps the US aunthorities placed several large earth
filled drums arounff wach set of guys,

8o Mmt;hly Girmit Inta Summary - Austcan Vietnam - Ausgtecan Watsonia

b. " - . - Vung Tan

Ce 'y " g o W . - Tagk Force

de " " - » - ¥ . - HQ AFV Saigon
L ” = s " " . - Phan Rang

f. '!ra.ffin Valuma - Angtcan ?istnan and HQAFV Sigcen

e - Vung Tan and HQ 1ALSG Sigcen

h, 'I.'bta.l Da.lly Traffi® - Augtcan Vietnam
je Submission to HQ AFV for relocation of repeater site on VC Hill
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RESTALCIED

MONTHLY CIRGULT DATA SUiMARY

e Circuit AUSTCAN VIETNAM - AUSTCAN WATSONIA
22 Period 1 = 31 May 67
3e Schedule Continuous
Lo Detail of Circuit Protected Duplex HF SSB
S5 _E_gz_;'_g__ent‘;age Schedule Available to Traffic 84.,5% (20.3 hrs daily)
Oe | lotal Messages IN and OUT 15,498
Te Traffic Breakout By
e Precedence Flash Nil

Irmediate 1903 (12.3%)
Friority 5657 (36.5%)
Routine 7938 (51.2%)

be Classification Top Cecret
secret
Confidential Not Available
festricted
Unclassified
8. Miscellaneoeus Comments
RESTRICTED
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AESTAICIED

MONTHLY CIRCULT DATA SUIMARY

o Circuit  AOGECAS VISSHG « VONG TAD
2 Peried g 30 NAY 69
3¢ .- Schedule ouupPINUOUS

h.f . Detail of Circuii rrotected daplox RIP AUST/O besver ect
93675 (2245 brs datly)

S - Perﬁﬁntggejﬁchedulc Availatle to ‘iraffic
G =4 7 lotal lMessages IN and OUT 8539 |
{ o Traffic Breakout oy

as . 'Precederice Flash il

Immediate m (M'
Priority 3066 eSe85)
Routine 3508 (W)

By Classification Top Lecret

seeret

Confidentisal St svailable

destricted

Uneclassified

8. liscellancous Comments

RESTRICTED

§
. . it
d
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RESTAICIED

MOWTILY CTRCULT DATA SUIMARY

le | Lircuit AUSTCAN VIETNAM - 1 ATF
2a Period 1 -« 31 MAY 67 h
;T Schedule  Continous
ho Detall of Cirowlt Classified Simplex RTT AUST/US bearer cct
5o . Pereentage Schedule /ivailable to Traffic 84.5% (20.3 hrs daily)
6 Total lMessages IN and OUT 5828
T Traffic Breakout Ey
a. . Precedence Flash Nil

Immediate 528 (9.1%)
Friority 1993 (3%,2%)
toutine 3307 (56.7%)

b Classification Top tecret

oeeret

Confidential Not Available

festricted
Unclassified
8e ldscellanecous Comments
N
- i s |
RESTRICTED

SN
F | i 4 -
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HAESTATCIED

MOMTHLY CIRCUIT DATA SULMARY

be Circuit AUSTCAN VIETNAM - HQ AFV
24 Period 1 =31 May 67
3 Schedule Continuous
Lo Detail of Cipcuiy Protected Duplex line cct
5 Percentage Schedu? -'vaila.;ble to Traffic 100% (24 hrs daily)
6, Total Messages Il ana OUT 11,126
Te Traffic Breakout By
2o Precedence Flagh Nil

Immediate 552 (3-|-_ % )
Priority 3882 (34.9%)
Routine 6692 (60.2%)

be Classification Top Lecret
sSecret
Confidential Not Available
Restricted
Unclassified

8. liscellanesus Comments
¥
'.'i“
RESTHICTED
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ke

e

Te

8.

AESTATCIED —

=

MONTHLY CIRCUIT DATA SUiMARY

Circuit
Period 1 b )1 ” 67
Sehedule Contimuous

AUSTCAN VIETHAM <« PHAN RANG

' - N, =

Detai ircud
ik O SIIOUL Protected Duplex RIT US bearer cct

Percentage Schedule Available to Traffic

Total Messages IN and OUT m

Traffic Breakout By
e Precedcnce Flash NIL
Immediate m m"
Frioritly
1859 (53.4%)
itoutine
1366 (39.27)
be Classification Top Cecret
oecret
Confidential
Restricted
Unclassified
Miscellaneous Comments
RESTRICTED

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

8546% (2046 hrs daily)

Hot Available
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TELEPHONE
AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES
SOUT™H VIETNAM
Quote in Reply ADDRESS éw gi]ﬁ;ﬂ San
R193-5-1(1) TA
HQ AFY

RE-LOCATION RADIO RELAY REPEATER TERMINAL - VC HILL
Reference: Map Vung Teu scale 1:12,500 (attached)
BACKCGROUND

10 The VC Hill Repeater Terminal mammed by this sqn, is of wital
importance to the theatre Radio Relay System, All chamnels from Saison to 1 ALSG
and 1 ATF are relayed througsh the terminal,

2e For the past 12 months, the terminal has been located within the US

STRATCOM compound (GR 268455) on the southern peak of VC Hill, which is the highest

and most prominent feature on the Vung Tau Peninsular, Because of it's prominence, the ¢
compound has attracted a mass of US troposcatter, microwave and radio relay detachments,

3e The location of the sqn terminal is ideal for the shot back to Saigon,
but is screened from the 1 ALSG aresa onthe beach by higher ground outside the
compound, Theoretically, the eircuit should not work, but due to "obstacle gain"
characteristics and the high eonductivity of the soil in the area, sufficient
gigmal is reaching the terminal at 1 ALSG to provide a marginal circuit, The
weakness of this signal and the consequent need for constant level adjustments by
detachment technicians, is probably the main canse for the unsatisfactory telephone
and RTT circuits which currently exist to 2 ALSG and 1 ATF,

4 A recce of the area has been made and an excellent site from a
communication viewpoint has been selected for the terminal's re-location., This

gite (GR 2675 4535) is the only one on the feature satisfying the line of gite
criteria for both Saigon and 1 ALSG, Howevee, it is outside the US compound and does
require limited development and defensive works before it cen be activated.

REQUIREMENT

5 A sketch of the area is attached as Amex A, which shows the southern
half of the US installations on VC Hill and the present and proposed sites for the
MRC 69(R) terminal,

6. To install the terminal on the new site, a helicopter 1ift would be
necessary, as the size of the feature is too small for both a truck and a recovery
vehicle, A concrete base with 4' walls exists on the gite which would be an ideal
bagse for the shelter,

/Te  To give limited

k' . . —
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COPY

-2 -

TS To give limited access to the site for persomnel and equipment
other than the shelter, a track would have to be cut as per the attached
sketch, The task has bheen assessed by an RAE representitive as follows:-

1 day for movement of bulldozer to and from site

4 days for digging track

3 days to finish off route (additional gravel is availeble from
point 200 m from site)

8. It is congidered impractical to tie in the defensive perimeter of the
new gite with the US compound because of the distance involved., It is recommended
that Dannet be constructed 40 ft from the site as showmn on the gketch, Trip
wires should be laid in the area between the site'!s defensive perimeter and the
Vietnamese compound, An enginmer estimate of the work involved ig:-

20 Man Days - Clearing undergrowth on site to beyond wire perimeter
50 Man Days = Installation of Dannet

e The land involved belongs to the local Govermment Authority and it
is understood that approval for it's use should be sought through the US
Advisary Team 79, based at Vung Tam.

10, It is requested that action be taken to obtain-approval for the
uge of the site and that the works required, including the helicopter 1ift, be
approved as a matter of urgeney, Discussion with US STARCOM personnel on

VC Hill indicate that the site is likely to be teken by other US detachments
in the future if not first acquired for Australiasn use,

(E.H, HYNES)

Ma
OC 110 Sig Sgn

Attachments
Annex A
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~ Q. AUSERALIAL JiTLIPARY FORCES VIEIAL aw 4@"" ,J'mv |

In Roply Quoto : 36:6:2( OF ) RUTURIS {SPUCTAL) - WEEKLY STRENGTH RUTURI PRO FORIA No, 2 [ .
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(This »ctuzn to be lodoed te mooeh DAAG HQ AFV by 1000 hes TURS of cach weel:)
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