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1. Attached, for information is one copy of the subject Report,
y
7 > (C.A.E, FRASER)
Major General
Commander Australian Force
Vietnan
A )
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Deployment

be No major changes in deployment occurred during the month., The
deployment of AATTV as at 5 Mar 70 is attached at Amnex A,

4 Corps

5 The highlight of the month was the killing of over 300 enemy
by the 1st Ranger Group and ARVN Cav on the southern approach te Danang.
6. Several minor contacts were made by most of the ARVN battalions

in the Corps. Attached at Annex B is a summary of significant operational
contacts in I CTZ in which ARVN units with AATTV advisers were involved

during Feb.

Te The difficulties experienced with the Regimental Senior Adviser
A in 51st ARVN Regt (paras 12b & 12¢ of Jan report) appear to have been
| rectified with the replacement of the incumbent concerned.

8. Attached are extracts of reports by AATTV Advisers in I Corps
as follows;

a, Report by WO2 IM Palmer 3/1 ARVN Bn showing the standard
of this particular unit. Not all units are up to this standard.
The "ight CP" referred to in the report is virtually a light
or forward tn CP. Amnex C

b. Report by Sheppard 1/51 ARVN Bn. The Regimental
Senior Ammmod to h/tM.s report is the new one
(para 7 above refers). Annex D

¢. Report by Maj Connor, Assistant Province Adviser (Military)
in Quang-Tri Province. Amnex E

d. Report by Maj Brown, Senior Adviser Nam-Hoa District.
Paras 5 and 6 are of particular importance. Annex F
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CONF IDENT TAL
o 3%
1. T will be visiting Pleiku in the middle of Mar when fst Bn

2 MSF completes its present operation. During this visit I intend to see
the 2nd Bn 2 MSF at Bu Prang and to seek clarification on the timings

of the proposed phase down programme of 2 MSF.
A1l Corps

spo
openly and I did not press the subject.
attitude is because of the standar
instructors, assistance, etc. from
a personality reason and this co
assumes his duties this month.

I |
set and because he has to provide

B

. 13, At this stage I do not know
working in the province and hence I not
A NTC area or make the rather ad hoe LRRP arrang

more concrete.

h. I intend visiting the area again this month and will then
discuss the problems in this area with COMAFV.

15 M% Attached at Annex G is an extract of a report by
W02 Osborn the RD-PSDF adviser in Phuwoc-Tuy Province.

16. The coordination of village defence in the province has started
to show signs of definite improvement even though this is enly a pilot
scheme at this stage.

iV _Corps
17. General

a, BEnemy activity remained at a low level during the month
except for two attempted infiltrations inte Kien-Tuong and
Kien-Glang provinces.

b. Extracts from an report by Maj Harkness, AATTV Senior
Adviser in IV CTZ, are attached at Amnex H.

¢c. Selected VDAT reports of interest for the month of Feb are
attached ag Annexures I and J.

-
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Comd AATTV proposes to visit the following locations in Mar

a, IV Corps - four days
b. Pleiku - four days
¢« I Corps | - ten days
d. Phuwoe-Tuy Province - three days

(J.A. CLARK)
Lt Col
Comd
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Serial: kank :
1 pLtol ¢ JA. ¢
%  gGant : D.J. ¢
. W : G.S5, 1
() b Pt o DX, s
S CEOD ¢ LA, 1
6 3 $ Gl - =

. Cpl
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Name ¢ Corps :
AATTV SAIGON

Clark : RA Inf
Rowe : RA In?
Munt : RA Inf :
Howells : R Inf
West ¢: RA Inf :
Davison : RAASC

m ’*‘f ¥ DEPL, (M};m
AS AT 5 MAR 1970

Annex 'A' to
AATTV Mﬂﬂthl'?' _Report
for Feb 70
Unit g - Employment :Due RTA Location
HQ AATTV : Commander ¢ Jan 71 Saigon
" : Adjutant : May 70 : 4
J : Admin WO (A and Q) : Oct 70 : "
" - G " (Desig) : Feb 71 : " |

"

"

Clerk

: Admin WO (Pay and Movs): Jul 70

s Apr 70 :

n
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Serial: Rank : Inits :

~7

10

12
13
14
15

16

17

19

21

Maj

WO2
Wo2
Wo2
Capt
WOo2
Wo2
Wwo2
Wo2
Wo2
Wwo2
WO2
Wo2
Wo2

WOT

L1

-

LL

CISH

R.V.

R.L.
b,T.
D.M,
G.M.
B.M.
O.W.
J .M.
A.E.
L.d.
L.N.

E.C.
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L L

L1

-e

-

L 1]

AATTV : QUANG-TRI PROVINCE

Name ¢ Corps
Connor : RAAC
Roney : RAAMC
Stephens : RAASC
Fitzgerald : RA Inf
Smith : RAE
Powell : RA Inf
Palmer : RA Inf
Logan : RA Inf
Ryan : RA Inf
Bell : RAA
Lefel : RA Inf
Gee : RA Inf
Storan : RA Inf
Bootes ¢+ RAAC
Burns : RAAC

f""x

I GI'Z

L L]

-

L L

b

Quang-Tri Sector

" " "

Cam-=lo Sub-Sector

1/1 ARVN Bn
2/1 ARVN Bn
- L T
345 v
LAt w
g o #
2/2 n "
/2 n
/2 n
o R
/7 ARVN Cav
o

IN | l..)L..ii ‘ lAL.

¢+ Assistant Adviser

Asst Province Adviser

(Military)

Medical Adviser

n "

¢ Senior Adviser

Assistant Adviser

1 n

" I

n "

1} 1

N H

" n

] n

I ]

n "

SONFIDE N TIAL

Employment

: ILocation

: Oct 70

*w

aw

s Ot O ¢

Apr 70 :

Oct 70
Jul 70
Apr 70

Oct 70

Jan 71 :

Jan 71

: Quang-Tri
" 1]

:Cam~Lo

:Near Quang-Tri(Regt HQ)

" n n "
n H " n
" n n n i

I " " n

:Dong-Ha (Regt HQ)

-

-
e
—
(e

"

am
—_—
.
.
—

:Quang-Tri

e,
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Serial: Rank
22 & WO2
23 : Maj
24 & WO2
25 s W02
26 : W02

( 2( ¢ Capt
28 : WO2
29 : W02
30 : W02
31 ¢ WO2
32 : Capt
33 : WO2
34 : W02
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Inits :

D.G.
G.V.
KW
D.G,
D.F.

WIR-

-

L

£\

CONFIDENTIAL
M
Name s Corps : Unit : _Emplomnent :Due RTA
I CTZ (Cont) i e A
AATTV THUA THIEN PROVINCE
Killion : RAAMC : Thua-Thien Sector : Medical Adviser : Jul 70
Brown : RAE : Nam-Hoa District : District Senior Adviser: Jun 70
Forden : RA Inf : Black Panther Coy : Assistant Adviser : May /0
Parker : RA Inf : 1/54 ARVN Bn " " : Oct 70
Heenan s RAInt ¢ 2/5 n 0 : " " ¢ Jul 70
Deane tAust Int: 3/54 n n : Senior Adviser : Jul 70
Speechley : RAEME : 3/5%, n n : Assistant Adviser : Jul 70
Birnie : RAA ko : H " : Feb 71
Watts s R Sagss 1/3 n o : " B : Jul 70
Mckermer :RAIRf: 2/3 n s " H : Jul 70
Shortt : RAa Inf : 3/3 " " : Senior Adviser : Feb 71
Heathcote : RAA e b : Assistant Adviser : Nov 70
Mavin s RAIRE s 43 " v : " L : Aug 70
ooo/lt
CONFIDENTIAL

e

L L}

-

Ll

e

Hue

Location

Nam-Hoa

Hue (Base)

Phu-Toc (Regt HQ)

1

n

11

n

n

]

Near Hue (Regt HQ)

n

It

n

]

n

n

n

"
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Serial: Rank : Inits :

35

37
38
@Fr
40
L1
42

Ma. j
Wo2
wo2
WO 1
Wo2
Capt
Wwo2
Wo2

Name

rxy
]
2

g.*
c,
L ]

=3 &
o
. .

o
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Johnston
Heslin
Gorman
Almond
Breakwell
Sheppard
Dermody

Jones

CONFIDENTIAL

&l
¢ Corps : 1 3 : i)
P 5 an:r.t : Employment :Due RTA : Location
e R TR
1 CTZ !Cc:antl L
AATTYV QUANG-IVAM PROVINCE
* RA Inf : HQ I Corps : G3 (Trg) Adviser : May 70 : Danang
: RAE  : AATTV Dana . Adm |
ng : Admin WO : Oct 70 : Aust House Danang |
+ RAA . n " n n |
: Apr 70 ¢ n " " |
: RAAC : 3/17 ARVN Cav : Assistant Adviser : May 70 : Hoi-An l
: RA Inf : 2 |
1st Ranger BEn L " : Dec 70 : Near Danang (Gp HQ)
: RA Inf : 1/51 ARVN Bn : Senior Adviser + Sep 70 : Mieu-Bong (Regt HQ)
P RA Jaf & 2/5¢ w o : Assistant Adviser Sodan Tl m o n " |
. RR Inf : 3/51 " " . " ] . Aug ’?D . " " " :
l-'/5

CONFIDENT]
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serial:Rank

43 s Capt

Li : WO2

L5 : W02

L6 : WO2

L7 : WO2

f L8 1 W02
49 : WO2

50 : WO2

51 @ WO2

52 s WO2

53 & W02

54 : Capt

55 : W02

56 : W02

| 57 : WO2
58 & W02
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Employment

: Senior Adviser

+ Assistant Adviser

e

Ll

n

n

"

n

"

"

I

"

n

"

Senior Adviser

+ Assistant Adviser

Ll

/|

Inits : Name J: Corps & Unit
| - I CTZ (Cont)

AATTV : QUANG-TIN and QUANG-NGAI PROVINCE
J.P. ¢ Nelson : RA Inf ¢ 1/4 ARVN Bn
D. ¢ Burke : BAERE v M o0 N
G.E. : Munro : RA Slgss /4 n M
B. - Davies ¢ RAERE s 24 M
LG, ¢ ©Schmidt :RAInf : 3/4 n
WeB. 3  Tillett ::RAInf ¢ 4L/ "' M
Falls 2 Heath s RAINE ¢ /5 » "
Rals, 18 Franks s RA Int ¢  2/5 O "
G. ¢ Joyce s BR Bl 2 35 w0
D. : Rolph B S R T
D.W. :+ Eather s RA Im st » ¥
A.d. 3 Mogridge : RAInf : 2/6 ®w
J.I. : Shaw s RA'InE ¢ 246 n W
K.J., ¢ Brady tRAIngL 5 36 n m
T.J. ¢ Goddard : RAA : 23 ARVN Arty Bn
J.,F. : Ghilotti : RAAC : 2/4 ARVN Cav

1"

n

1

n

n

]

sDue RTA : Location
: May 70 : g
s Aug 70 )

) Quang-Ngai

" (Dgsig) : Sep 4l ) Province

) (Regt HQ near
: Oct 70 : ) Quang-Ngai)
s Jan 1l s g

)
: Sep 70 : )
: Feb 71 :
s Jan 71 =
s Jan ‘11 =
: Nov 70 : )
s dul 0 3 )

) Quang-Ngai
: Apr 70 : ) Province

) (Regt HQ near
: FPeb 71 § Quang-Ngai)
: Oct 70 :
: Apr 70 : Quang-Ngai
:Jlug?Oi " 1"

.o /5
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Serial: Rank : Inits :

29

60
61
62

71

73
4

.

L L]

-

L1

Maj

Capt
Capt
WO2
W02
WO1
W02
Woz2
Wo2
Wwo2
woz2
Wo2
Seb
Sgt
WO2
W02

am

P.W.

A.d.

B,
PibIl
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Name

]
]

Corps

ARTTV : PLETKU (SPECIAL FCRCES)

: RA Inf : 2nd Mobile Strike Force: Bn Comd
Command, Det B-20, 5th
Speclial Forces Group

Beale

Paul
Shilston
Pettit
McLaughlin
Calcutt
Vincent
Scowcrof t
McCloskey
Jamieson
White
Williams
Cﬂcﬁrane
Miller
Barnes

Sanderson

an

II CTZ

RA Inf

: RA Inf

RA Inf

¢ RA Inf

L1

RA Inf
RAA

RA Inf
RA Inf
RA Inf
RA Inf

RA Sigs

RA Inf
RA Inf

RA Inf

¢ Ra tnf

L]
&

Ll

e

(

k-

SONFIDENTIAL

I BN

Unit

J

n

H

"

M

"

"

n

"

"

mn

"

"

n

CONFIDENT!

(Airborne)
n

"
n
n
n
"
I
"
"
"
t
"
"

"

"

n

]

I

"

n

i

n

n

n

e

Coy Comd

Coy Comd (Trg Coy)

"

T

n

n

(Desig)

:Due RTA -

aw

" n(Desig):

: Instruvctor " "

L

Pl Comd

t

"

L L]

-

.““1 i

"

"

"

]

"

n

n

"

n

N

Tl

Jan 71

May 70 :

Aug 70
Jan 71
Apr 70

Mar 71

: May 70

: Aug 70

L L]

LR

Jul 70 :

Oct 70 :

Jan 71
Oct 70
Jul 70

Jul 70 :

Feb 71
Feb 71

location

Pleiku (Base)

n

"

H

n

n

"

"

"

1

i

n

n

I

n

"

n

n

1

"

n

H

1

e |
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Serial : Rank : Inits : _]‘:Iame ¢ Corps Unit : Employment :Due RTA ; Iocation
IT CTZ (Cont)
AATTV — II CQRPS AREL |
75 L N Y Rosenberg : RA Inf : Ranger Training Centre ;: Instructmr/ﬁdviser : Mar 70 : Duc-My
76 : W01 : W.a. : BEade : RAA Pro: " " " - " " (Desig): Feb 71 : 1 |
A |
71 : WO1 : BE.B. : OQOstaras : RA Inf : Province Recce Unit : Senlor Adviser Binh- : Jul 70 Qui~Nhon |
Dinh
, 76. :+ WO2 &t R.G. : Carter : RA Inf : i " " g "  Tuyen~ : Jul 70 : Dalat I
; Duc -
7  3W2 : L.B. : Green : RAAC @ 1/14 ARVN Cav : Asslstant Adviser : Nov 70 : Kontum (Base)

AR

CONFIDENTIAL |
|
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CONFIDENIAL

- &) -

i = —r— —

: Employment

——

Serial: Rank : Tnits : Name ¢ Cor '
: : o7 - S Unit '
Se i i iR 4 ) :Due RTA : Location
11l CTZ : ]
AATTV ~ ITIT CORPS AREA
80 : Capt : P.J.. : Harris : RA Inf :IRP Wing Van-Kiep, :CI : Mar 70 : '
. National Training Centre : iy
&1 ¢ Capt : W.D. : Tear : RA Inf ; L " L : " (Desig) : Oct 70 "
62 A W2 2 D.P. s Hedges ¢ RA Inf : L L " :Admin WO iug 70
- £ B : "
£€3 3 WO s Elbe 3 : Ry |
Wo2 F.E Bell : RA Inf " " i :Patrol Comd/Ingtructor : Mar 70 :
& : sgt : R.T. : Broadhurst : RA Inf 4 iy . 3 i " (Desig} Aug 70 "
esig . "
{ 85 : W02 : O. : Stevenson : Ri Inf " " " il " " A 70 l
: ¢ Aug : i
86 : W2 1 J.T. Hoolihan : R4 Inf : " " L " " " : Jun 70
M 1 . 11
8y W2 2 0.J. @ : : i i i
Ison : RA Inf :Province Recce Unit :Senior Adviser Rung-Sat : May 70 : Vung-Tau (Base) |
88 : W02 : C : Keal : e
- g : RA Inf :Phuoc-Tuy Sector :PF Advisory Team (Leader): Aug 70 : Baria ‘
B3 WO2 o R.E. Gurney : RA Inf " M g " " (Member) Sep 70 ! :
H : : '
0 2 WO02 : W.C. s R4S :
Green ¢ RAASC ¢ " " :Assistant Adviser : Nov 70 : "
91 ¢ W02 ] g
- 2 : R.S. : Simpson : RA Inf : " " :Adviser PSIF Feb 70
s : Fe : "
72 2 W02 : V.L. : Harris e " n "WML " (Desig) Sep 70
: : Sep : "
4 93 : W02 : L.D. : Osborn : RA Inf 3 n " :Adviser RD Cadre : Jun 70 "
( W ' WO2 3 B.A. ' | -
A, : Taylor : RA Inf : " " tAdviser ARVN Trg : Jul 70 : Nui-Dat (Horse Shoe )
---/9
CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDEN i 1.

Rank : Inits :

Name

95

9€
97

9E

79

100
101
102
103
104
105

106

-e

L 1]

Maj

Wo2
woz2
Wo2
WO1
Wo2
Wo2
WO2
Wo2
Wo2
Vo2

WO2

-

aw

Ll

==

H.d.

RID'

B.T.
R.A.
C. N.
D.A.
el
S

A.Jd.

W.E.
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L L]

L L

Harkne ss

Hartman

Smith

Bell

Waters
O'Hars

McEvoy

-

Cra—

Corps

e =

Unit

IV CTZ

RAA

RAAMC
RA Inf

: RAE

Strachan :

Oliver

" Booth

Joyce

Butler

-

RA Inf
RA Inf
RA Inf
RA Inf
RAASC

RA Inf
RA Inf

RHA Inf

-

AATTV : IV CORPS AREA

:CORDS, IV Corps

:HQ IV Corps

LE ]

: IV Corps Village Defence:
Advisory Team (VDAT)

LR ]

LL ]

LE

n

n

"

H

"

"

n

1

n

n

"

4

H

H

R e L e ——— —

- ‘-

e

Employment

t:Due RTA :

Assistant to Chief
Territorial Security

Medical Adviser

VDAT Team Leader

VDAT Adviser

: VDAT Team Leader

VDAT Adviser

VDAT Team Leader

: VDAT Advisar

: VDAT Team Leader

VDAT Adviger

VDAT Team Leader

: VDAT Advisger

LE ]

Apr 70

Jul 70 :

Oct 70

Dec 70

: Kien-Hoa Province

sJal N s

LR

L1

Dee 70

Oct 70

Nov 70
Feb 71
Aug 70

Jan 71

-

"

Can-Tho

n

)

- ——

location

Dinh-Tuong Province

"

n

"

n

Vinh-Binh Province

]

"

"

: Kien-Hoa Province

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

I

RCDIGT030337



DAUrNAE LOANT UPRRAL LON

AAVLINGY AALL

1o At 010800 H vieinity of BS 710840, 1st Bn 6th Regt searching

contacted unknown sized enemy force resulting in 3 enemy KIA and 1
individual weapon captured.

2, At 0105200 viecinity YD 063633, 5th Bn 2 Regt in night defensive
position received a ground probe from an unknown sized enemy force, At
first light a search of area resulted in a number of scattered incidents
with 10 enemy KIA, 1 BA0 and 5 individual weapons captured.

3e At 051825H vieinity YD 057648, 2nd Bn 2nd Regt in night
defensive position received a ground attack by an estimated NVA platoon
resulting in 4 enemy KIA,

be At 061400H vieinity YD 061654, 2nd Bn 2nd Regt searching killed
3 VC and captured an individual weapen, ’ -
5e At 080500H wvieinity BT 193123, 2nd Bn 5th Regt conducted a

raid on enemy base area resulting in 23 enemy KIA, 2 individual weapons
captured and 5 arew served weapons captured.

49 6o At 100600H wvieinity BT 174153, 2nd Bn 5th Regt contacted
b unknown size enemy forece resulting in 3 enemy KIA.

o Te At 101815H vieinity YD 310340, 4th Bn 1st Regt contacted
S extimated enemy plateon resulting in 17 enemy KIA.

8. At 110330H vieinity BS 710857, 1st Bn 6th Regt ambushed an
unknown size enemy force resulting in 3 enemy KIA.

\ 9. At 120450H vieinity BS 713824, 1st Bn 6th Regt contacted
3, unknown size enemy force resulting in 3 enemy KIA.

10. At 121325H vieinity BS 709845, 1st Bn 6th Regt clearing
contacted unknown size enemy force resulting in 4 enemy KIA.

11. At 121100H v'.ld.nity YD 316314, 4th Bn 1st Regt ambushed
.;J mmmmurmnamm&zmmm

12, From 121410H to 1216408 wieinity BI' 185498, 3rd Armd Cav
Assault Tp 17th Cav Regt made scattered contact with unknown sized enemy
force resulting in 21 enemy KIA.

CONFIDENTIAL
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13. At 131230H vieinity YD 058635, 2nd Bn 2nd Regt observed and
engaged an unknown sized enemy force resulting in 13 enemy KIA, 2
individual weapons captured, and 1x82mm mortar captured complete.

he At 131830H vieinity BS 717805, 1st Bn 6th Regt received a
ground attack whilst in night defensive position resulting in 6 eremy KIA.
15, At 141820H vieinity YD 640225, 1st Bn 3rd Regt ambushed 1 enemy
squad resulting in 3 enemy KIA. y » :

16, At 141700H vieinity YD 300334, L4th Bn 1st Regt ambushed an
estimated enemy platoon resulting in 10 enemy KIA.

17, At 150945H vieinity BI' 148,52, 3rd Armd Cav Assault Tp 17 Cav
Regt contacted VC Bn T89 resulting in 97 enemy KIA.

;a;a At 181650H vieinity BS 715874, 3rd Bn 6th Regt searching killed
19, At 191615H wvieinity BT 228502, 3rd Armd Cav Assault Tp 17 Cav
Regt contacted unknown sized enemy force resulting in 8 NVA KIA.

2. At 201200H vieinity BS 024964, 4th Ba 5th Regt searching
contacted unknown size ﬂvromrouﬁiuhj uu;‘tma.

21. At 201140H vieinity BT 214504, 3rd Armd Cav Assault Tp 17 Cav
Regt searching found a small tunnel complex resulting in 13 enemy KIA.

2, At 210315H wviecinity YD 370490, 1st Bn 5ith Regt ambushed
estimated NVA platoon resulting in 3 m-;' KIA., - " 3

23 At 211020H vieinity BS 874302, 3rd Bn Ath Regt ambushed

unimown sized enemy force resulting in 3 enemy KIA,

2. At 220235H vieinity YD 355355, 3rd Bn 1st Regt being guided

by PW raided enemy position identified from documents as the "light CP

of WA 7th fromt". Resulting in 22 enemy KIA. The Bn later in morning
killed a further 3 enemy. |

25, From 231040H to 231120H vieinity BS 031972, 4th Bn 5th Regt
searching contacted an unknown sized NVA foree resulting in 8 enemy KIA.
26, At 231115H vieinity AT 883521, 3rd Bn 51st R searching
contacted unknown sized VC force rtulun’ in 16 enemy ll.ﬂ

27 At 22154L0H wvieinity AT 970073, 3rd Bn 5th R ntacted
MMAuiuqbruroultmh9’nqm. s i

28, At 24,1250H vieinity AT 846496, 3rd BEn 51st Regt searching

contacted unknown size enemy force resulting in 11 enemy KIA.
CONFIDENTIAL os/3
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29. From 251125H to 251320H vieinity AT 852501, 3rd Bn 51st R
- made scattered contact with unknewn sized w’m« :r'un.'lt:l.n:‘t in
30. At 251210H vieinity BS 002972, 4th Bn 5th Regt searching

contacted an unknown sigze VC force resulting in 3 enemy KIA,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL | RCDIGTO30337



1. I reported to my unit in the field on 6 Feb 70. I have been lucky
enough for the first operation to work with each coy in turn and the light CP.
I have been very impressed with the leadership of the of ficers and NCO's and
the soldiers in general. do what is correct in movement, Cam and Con
be of a very high standard.

been involved in patrolling in the
An average of six ambushes

be On the morning of the 21st Feb
put in a night attack that night. He then
oy (20). Next they were briefed with
cardboard and how the operation would proceed.
until early afternoon when he held a rehearsal on our location. At about
1530 hrs we moved out and started our march to the VC posn.

De The movement was well controlled, no moise etc, and the best use of

cover was made. The POW led us on a trail which was mainly a creek thro
th.fﬁ“hm&n m

6. About 1000 metres from the obj we halted, had a cold tea, and waited
for darkness as we may be observed from the obj.

have been J,/

Te After darkness we moved on to about 300 metres from the obj. This
FUP was reached at about 2000 hrs and picquets were put out and all then
slept until about 0130 hrs. The assault groups were ten men each led by
the coy comd on the right and Capt Mao on the left with radio signals for

-.-/2
ACYNEIDE RUTTLA
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control., All were stripped down to weapons and
and soft hats. Everybody wore a white bandage
Ambushes were put out around the FUP and could
for the attack or a firm base for a withdrawal.

8. The two parties moved out and rt. right
alarm was given, when a Sgt took an AK L7 off a
woke up. Artillery and mortars were called in on
for the rest of the night. Artillery flares were
flare ship until dawm. Mdﬂp:muduhm:ona

: The resultss
a. 22 NVA KIA - including a ist Lt Politiecal officer
b. 2 x 60mm mors captured with about 120 rds

e« 7 x AK 47 captured with about 120 k of ammo

.i de 1 x B4! with anmo, grenades ete.

! e. Qty of documents, maps, drawings, ete.

| 9. I have stated this action in full as everybody tends to run down
] mtomlnithh,ltnl,M.Mbwpuiththum«ﬂ
i and soldiers.

% 10. Own troeps suffered nil cas.

: 1. The complete success mst be due to Capt Mao's plamning, and
leadership of the light CP. I have found him at all times to be competent
and co-operative.
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1e During Feb 70 this wnit was mainly involved in moving from
"DODGE CITY" to its rear area at DUONG SON (AT 992667). On 19 Feb a
joint o ﬁhn was commenced in the "ARIZONA VALLEY" (AT 870530), and
1;“ : gress. Units involved are: 1/51st ARVN, 3/51st ARVN,
1st Bn I

A

44444
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Added to the above I judge owr snipers to be extremely poor shots.
es the VC have fared better with their SKS's than our
sniper ir sophisticated sniper scopes. The Regt Smr Adv has been
informed of this and a training programme is being prepared on the Regt level.

ent results achieved so far on this operation are due
co-operation between the 2 ARVN Bns and the USMC Bn

the ARVN alone). The prisoners state that they didn't
se co-operation and intended to elude the security forces
e boundaries, as they had done on previous occasions.

On ﬁmmhn advisers have been constantly exchanging loestats in
and activities with the Marines so that boundaries would
greater coverage. This has paid dividends. To date only three soldiers

have been wounded by a misdirected USMC M79 round.

get a

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONRIAAENTIAL

Development

Te The hand of the new Province Chief is still much in evidence, as are
attempts by various factions to maintain and improve their status. There
appears to be some Catholic/Buddhist problem the nature of which is mot clear.
There is an embryo plan for the resettlement of the Jones Creek area YD 2666,
which calls for completion by 31 Mar 70, in order that the main rice crop

may be planted on time. This plan may well not be successful; there are

land distribution and security problems which have not yet been solved.

Miscellaneous
8, = Two small matters of enemy weaponry deserve mention. They are;
a. On 5 Feb some VC and NVA flags were placed in the perimeter of

a refugee village and on a hill nearby. Some of the flags had
obvious booby traps and were destroyed in place. A US Sgt was killed
when he attempted to remove a small flag on a bamboo pole. An EOD

b. An AK 47 rifle was captured by
central DMZ. This weapon was unusual in that it was equipped to
launch both HE and AP grenades.

_:-ul 1.i_l-ii..)E.l" I
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Auteiligence

Te There has been little change in the local intelligence picture.
Enemy patrol activity around Fire Bases and Bastogne (on Route
547 to the Ashau Valley) has diminished. Tracks indicate the recent use

of paek elephants by the enemy,

Operations

2, RF /P¥ operations have contimued at the same rate, Our "Long"
range US/RF patrolling (one platoon of each) has been extended out to
10,000 metres South from Sub-Sector HQ and is now operating some 5,000
metres into the canopy in the area of the YD 03 Northing. This has
resulted in one indecisive contact yielding a pack and 50 lbs rice while

following up an elephant trail.
Iraining

3. A basgic PSDF training course is nearing completion, It is being
conducted by Sub-Sector officers and NCOs assisted by one B7 and two ORs
from 1/502 Inf. The major part of the planning and reconnalssance was
earried out by myself. The course is divided into two groups of approximately
80 who attend by half-days, each group attending a total of 12 half-days
training cach of four hours duration. The younger students are boys and
girls of 12 years of age.

be This together with the recent recruitment of two PF platoons,
means that all eligible people in the District are members of the ARVN,
“, PF or PSIDF.

Propogal for Australian MAT

5 It Col Le Thien Phwe, the Thua-Thien Deputy Sector Comd For
Military Affairs, suggested to me on 20 Feb that he would like to see RF/FF
collective training earried out by a wnolly Australian training team, He
sald that Australiams are better suited to tralning men for RF/PF type
operations than American troops due to the Australians’' "better understanding
of guerilla warfare®" and lack of need for dailly resupply. We discussed

the matter for some five minutes and I told him the deployment of AATTV is
flexible and that a formal proposal would be eonsidered by the CC in the
light of other commitments.,

ove/2
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1. Ancidents

a., There have been seven (7) minor incidents invelving the RD Cadre
dur!:::ha reporting period, resulting in two (2) Cadre being slightly
woun

be On the 7 February 70 two (2) Hoi Chanh reported into PT4

Hoi My Village long-Le District, bringing with them one (1) AK 47
and 4 fully loaded magagzines.

2. « During the month of February 1970 the RD Cadre have
been involved hree (3) operations. These operations have been of a
propaganda type. The results of these operations have been reasonably
successful, many VCI have been named, also VC sympathisers have been

pinpointed,

3. « All Teams are inwvolved in various types of civie
action projects, some organised by Village/hamlet Chiefs, and others
supported by 1 Aust CA Unit. -

be Morale. The morale of all members remainshigh at this stage.
ESDF
Se « There have been no incidents or attacks against the

PSDF during r

6. losses.

a. There has been one (1) PSIF member wounded not as a result of
an attack but member activated a mine when on patrel in Phuoe-Hai
Village. It is not known if the mine was of en or friendly origin.

b. Two weapons were destroyed by fire, in Duc Thanh District, when
a cooking store exploded and destroyed five (5) houses,

T « At present there are 57 PSDF members undergoing group
and platoen training in Van<Kiep National Training Centre. This
course is of six (6) weeks duration and concludes on 27 Mar 70.

.I-Iﬁ
-l.'r--"'l" II:1"._ e e .
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8. Strength
Orgzanised Weapons Issued
Combat Support
33,6% 75647 17,102 3162
PSP and S5 15 expected that the Figures of eombet trained PSIF menbers

will increase greatly within the next few months.

\:Ul‘tf:iD':.i\ | AL
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Enemy Activity

1.
The most important enemy activity was the attempted infiltration of a
battalion of the 88 NVA Regiment from the Crows Nest towards Base Area
4LT0. This infiltration was stopped about 15km SW of Moc-Hoa, Kien-Tuong
Province. Contast was initiated on 7 Feb and was maintained until 13 Feb.
By this time the enemy force was largely eliminated and the remnants had
withdrawn into the Crows Nest.

2. Another significant enemy movement was the infiltration of
elements of the 95A Regiment into Kien-Giang Province. ARVN sources
gtated that an element of the 95A NVA Regiment moved southward from
the Cambodian border to a position 10lkm south of Kien-Luong District
toun. It is felt that this is most likely an advance element of

about platoon size.
Visits

3e The Commanding Officer visited Australia House and VDAT 3
12/13 Feb 70. COMAFV made a farewell visit on 20 Feb, VDATs 5 and 1
were included in the itinerary. I have visited all VDAT locations twice
m the month,

Deployment
bLe Current locations are:
a. Can-Tho - Maj Harkness
WO Hartman
b Dinh-Twong - WO2 Smith
VDAT 1 WO2 Bell
¢. Kien-Hoa - WOl Waters
VDAT 2 W02 O'Hara
ds Vinh-Binh ~ W02 McEwoy
VDAT 3 W02 Strachan
e. Kien-iina - WO2 Joyece
VDAT &4 WO2 Butler
f. Fhong Pinh -~ W01 Eade
VDAT 5 W02 Oliver (hospital)

il

.‘ *__.-- \

e g gt
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Enemy initiated activity remained at a low level during the month.
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5 ALl VDATs have been visited during the month and all report
progress, Inspection and observation confirms these reports of progress
and cooperation., In most areas VDATs have been used to assist Mobile
Advisory Teams (MATs) in addition to their own VDAT operations. In some
cases VDAT has worked with the MAT in the MAT area while in others MAT

members have been attached to VDAT.

g
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During the above period the team consisted of the following

WO Smith
WO Bell

Eerdod 20 - 21 Jan
a, Maj Harkness visited Chau Thanh District during this period.

be During his stay he interviewed several village chiefs and
ingpected PF outposts,

22 dan

a, Preparation for final conference with province and village
of ficials to discuss the overall defence of Chau Thanh District.

b. Assisting the DSA of Chau Thanh in preparing a defence
plan for the Binh Due ammunition depot.

2 Jan

a« A Phong Huong meeting was held which included a
by the district 33 on the overall defence of Chau-Thanh.

be At the completion of the briefing, Lt Col Trung spoke to the
m;:.: of ficials and emphasised the importance of the following
points
(1) The correct implementation of the Village Defence Plan.
(2) Operation of the popular intelligence network.
(3) Recruiting and retraining of the PSDF.
(4) Correct use of artillery support.

He informed village officials that his staff would monitor night
operations in the villages and that the village officials would

be required to call for artillery support during these inspections.

l.-'/z
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Pariod 24 - 27 Jan

a, During this period the team completed monitoring of night
positions and tied up all loose ends in Chau-Thanh District.

28 Jan
a8, The team moved to Cho Gao Distriet.

22 dan

a, Briefing the District Chief and DSA of Cho Gao District
on the concept of VDAT.

Perded 20 = 31 Jan
a. Pamiliarisation tour of the district.

be During this period the team met four (4) village chiefs
and explained to them the coneept of VDAT.

Peried 1- 2 Feb

as Pay run

b. PBrisfing of Mr Wilsen from <CORDS on the concept of VDAT
¢. PFurther famillarisation tour of district.
Perded 3 = 5 Feb

a. Preparing background information on all villages in Cho
Gao District, this included the following; |

(1) PSDF numbers and weapons

(2) Population figures

(3) village security

(4) Village layout.
Period 6 - 8 Feb

a. Duwring the Tet period it was impoesible for the team to
operate.

Rerded 9 - 10 Feb

a, Complete foot recce of Binh Phuc Nhut and Quan Long villages.

wold
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13.

a. Complete foot recce of long Binh Dien and Dang Hung Phuoe
ﬂJJ.lp'- |

the  Period 13 - 1k Feb

a. During this period the concept of village defence was
discussed with the officials of long Binh Dien and Dang Hwung

Phuwoe villages.
15 12 Eeb

@, Farwell to Maj Joyce, DSA Che Gao Distriect.
16, Period 16 - 17 Feb

@, Preparation of overlays of all villages showing hamlet
boundaries and outposts,

7 Peripd 18 = 19 Feb
a. Preparing the overlays of enemy routes, PF and PSDF AQ's,
reaction forces and artillery registrations for the following
villages;
(1) Quan Long

(2) Binh Phuc Nhut

18, 2 Feb
a. Phong Huong meeting
be Visit by Comd AFV

General Temarks

21;“‘::1::& dﬂ(h%ﬂumtrietammhsm
a g tean learn the concept of VDAT for eventual take-ov
of village defence in this district. ” w
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In addition to working in Phu-iiuu village several
hysmqntﬂ&ﬂdﬁcﬂ!umgzmdtm)(':rmﬁ'tm

district. nmtmlmhﬁmmun;onvmuoﬂmm and
new work quite well, .

Thuan Distriect on 20 Feb and will
on the return of WO Oliver from

It is anticipated that WO1 Eade will leave the team about 2 Mar

for another assignment, WO2 Oliver will take over as Team Leader and WO:
Booth will march in from Australia to compleste the team, s

{__:UI'H I iD[;Ii‘i F 1AL
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5e 20 Feb Visit by Maj Gen Hay Comd AFV and Maj Harkness
2 Feb Team moved from Phong Thuan to Can-Tho,

SONFIDEN TIAL
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