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8th Bgde DOWNIH,
3lst Batty. W.G. 2256

. A A,

Refer to Bdr.R.Bigwood, 31st Batt who 18 now in France, he
séw him killed andcan give fulldetsa] of death and burial.

"Filled 4.10.17."

Informent:- Gnr.D.Crawford, Z
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8th BRde, Downie.
31st Btye. WeGe 2256
A.F.A.

"Killed in Action 41010

He was killed on the morning of October 4th 1917 at Ypres. He was
burie@ on the battlefield and, as far as I know, his grave as yet

has not been registered. Hispersonal anpearance herewith as follows:-
Hdgir fair to medium, straight, eye-brows, light, separated over

'nr::rbh.., eyes, l_iarh’r features, pointed, growth of bpdrﬁ heavy, but
clean Shaven, WplﬁYlOﬂ 18ir +=builf. S“h_ height “abonut < 85 o

Circumstance *PTHFﬁlHJ hl% ﬁpatn - He was one of the personnel
of ﬁftlll%fT Ilﬂk on kﬂrtf who volunteered to go over the top with
the Infantry on the attack of the morning of the 4th. In $%returning
from the enemy's lines with information, he was instantaneously killed
by shell fire. His chum saw hiim fall snd went to him, but found
that he was dead. A piece of the bursting shell having gone through
the brain, I can only conclude these few line of information with
my own personal knowledge that W.G-DONHL, zave his life - like &
brave honourable “Glﬂier'iﬁmﬁ;}yﬁ‘ﬂ?S - for his King & Country. He
was loved and resvected by 8ll of us. His comrades and I feel sure
that had he lived he would have been dec orated for his g 11 nt work
g nd hr”m9r7 that memorable day.

Letter from:- R.Bigwood 19940V

slst Bathm. A.F.A.

Lonﬂm:l. Belgium., 17.5.18.
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Bth F-.A-B- DOWﬂieg
WeGo 22006

Downey.
Ti"‘]'a:r'{- 29455

"Killed in Action 4.,10.,17"

vour letter of the 7th inst., addressed to J.E.Roberts just
arrived so I opened same thinking it may be for me. There was
never & man in this battery of the number and name you mention.
I can give you some information about 2256 W.G.Downle of this
unit killed 4.10.17, if he is the one you are enquiring about.,
T wrote to his wife soon after it happened so that I rather
fancy he is not theocone you mean. If he is, well you let me know
and T will tell you 811 I can. There is no J.E.Roberis 1m this
unit, but I believe there was some < years Or S0 &g0. 1 don't
rnow what unit he is in now, our letters used to get mixed up
but &s there has not been any coméng for him for some time, 1
opened this one thinking it was for me.
Letter from:- E.J.S.Roberts
London. Bl 1218 M
D218,
Note Our enguiry to Gnr.Roberts wasg for £9400 Will.Karlin Downey
7th Bty. but his reply refers to 8256 W.G.Downie 8th F.A.B.
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