Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing
Enquiry Bureau files, 1914-18 War
1DRL/0428

402 Private
James Joce Delve

33rd Battalion

|

|

0910212F



e T T I A T I T S s oo e s

e e — e

3524_A.L. P, 7. 7. DEIVE, 4c2.
o/, 28.6.17,

i . I wes with him when he got his fetal wound, There were sixz

: otharg agleep in & dug out in the support lines et ikssines, I

7 . was evwelkerned by an explosion znd found Da2lve pinned o the Zlecor E
» (}' with the galvanized iron inside wall of the dug oubt %he end oI ;

which had been dlewm in. I helped get him out but he was un-
congcious by then. He hed 1wt e 1ot of blcod from wounds sbout
the heed, It was about & querter of an hour from the tims of
the explosion to when we get him cuf unconweious. Fetclel
gtretcher besrers. He vwas unconscious when they took nin away.
His initials were J.J, &nd hiag ¥o, only had 3 figures. He was
in Hc Qo Scouﬁs.

. - Referehce: J. T. IZzher, 50703,
'(:_ Bo, 11 Con.Camp Burohy r,Rouen. 19.9.17.
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"I em sorry there is 1ittle I can te
- Pte. J. v, Delve. He was udmitted ¢
in the gkull and face and never regeincd conscionsnegs «fier coming to
~ths C. C. Station. He became graduaily -worse an® passed anielly avay

C. S. hul I am sorry T &% not ailowed %o sive *he name of the rlgea no

*
<
'

Battn.

"Piad o Wounds®

1 you shont the desn

1 1th of 402
o0 hoswmital dangeronsiy

wonnd ed

not very long after coming to ng. I was wmable 10 zet any afdress

.88 being unconscious I could not set-ii.from him 2nf he had a0 noy hoolk:
. With him so I have not written %o hiz relativas. Everythive porgible
-weas done for him and:he had everr care anA ettention, bnt from the

tirst there wes 1li“tle hope of his recavery, Jill vou plzase convaer

. my deepest gympathy to niz releatives when vyou writsz 28 havine no add-

ress T cannot do so myself, He vugz buried in the cemeferr near ihe 0

- r

such information is not ailowed. .

- Letter ‘rom:-
London. . The SBister-in-charcse,
4,5.17, 51.,3.17,
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wp, of lidg 28-6-17"

Died of wounds 28-6-17 ~ & 4tn C,C,.Stn

Cert. hy “QIQJ .Eq_I‘B 9- 8"17.

P Zomdon
10-8-17

A s 1.5, s5rd Btn S mevz
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D/W JUue 26th 1917, Dets DfB.

‘ Yo was wonnded in a dupeut with g8g% Iind Taylor.
hinic abont

A shell droppad om him. !I helped to drag out

.- fakon fo a D?g -right away. I heard he had D/¥ I ¢
three days after. Bpi H,8&ef sbﬁ_atwe;%ﬁ_withnc,g%x_ma
] ezaription:

sonld glve information, and ¥5 oould LY King.

cams from N.9.,W; 55 il; smart, 2817 0léan ghaven, 22,

parents living,

Inf: W.0. C.’J.Lloyd. R.3.M. €11,

Ho. 14 General
BOUIOGNE, 17.10.17.

e |
- Wt fqu‘.yWﬁ ff’}&aj 24./0.17.

~

AI.F. 33. DEL¥E, J7.J. 402,
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Ay o 5 Q34 DELVE, J.J. 402.
_Cf D/, Juno 28th, 1917,

I 1ast saw him about June 28th at Messinos baok
in our subsidiary 1ing ahout 0 p.u. in & dogout. Ue
hed thea been wounded in head by 2 big U/8 sholl and
‘he was heing put on a stretchors I was on guard and
unahle to speak to him. Agzed andout 22, § €t 107,

ordinary build, light complexion, cleaashaven, il
( ¥as 8 Hattn soout,

puL,
Roforenges~ Ptes DoH, licll, 4301, C.IX.

Roe 1 Uane Gen. Hp.

Btanlos 5
28.,10.,17.
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33 A.IF. Delve, Pte,J,.7, 403, ‘ ?
D/W. June 88/17, )

" A shell fell on the dugout where Delve was at Yessines
and he was wounded, T helped him out, It was 2 AM, I sent
him straight to the dressing~station,” .

Eyewitnesas:~

Description:~ 5'11", very fair, pleasant face,

Informant:- R,8,M, C.J,Lloyd, 811,
33 AIF, H.Qs .
Horton Hoep., Epson,

PR

Home address;- Horseferry Rd., (E)

1/11/17.
P.A oFlOUd.
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-333d Battn, . DELVE, J.J,
S ‘ _ 402 Pte
o I knaw .‘Delva parlona.lly pretty well, He had bean with the

_ Battalion #ince it was formed and was right through Messines.
- He was killed in a dug cut when we were in supporte., A ghell blew

in 2is dug out, when he was aslepp. Hs was unconsoious when taken
. . Sgt Taylor wag Xilled by tho same shall. I was thera at the
7 tmaq )

Informant s Ghand er, Pte 582
- Fo.4 Australien General Hospital,

RAHIWIOK. L e
¢ Lo~
N.8.5%.

' SYDREY BUREAU,
11/12/1?0 '

'L'/




S . L o 353, 402,
w71 "Died of Wounds 28,6,17, " - - -

i>{f’!j;}%Weﬂﬁqreﬁiﬁiﬁégéigéé'iiilagé-infing?buts.in June 1917. héd‘been
. -there for ten deys, Delve was kiiled onthe 8th day we were there.

V‘JIt;ﬁaS]aboutsgg;SOT;ﬁTth&‘early;mofning.vljwas[inrthe nexy dug-ont ,

' .I'wes in Delves dugout ebout an hour taiking to him and others,
. we had previously-been working. He turned in when I left to go to
~my dug=ont, Shortly afterwards about half an -hour, I heard a shell

;. it burst about on top of Delves dngont. I went into the dugout

' ungonscious, ‘it ‘aeemed to he shell shook, He

rlpél?eiwas lying:in his btunk he was not knookeggabout-but-was .
d a-slight woun

~ om'nhis upper 1ip and blood was flowing from his right srmpit.

-I should say that sohe pilecen of +the dug-out had cauged these
wounds. Sgt. .Lyn Taylor was killed in the dug—ont. I remsined .
. for shoul & quarter:ci an hour, Two other men from my dug-out

- .%1ed up Delve, I wes tylng up Mecleroy another men. Some ¢f our

" Red Cross came 8slong and took Delve down to the Doctor and that

was the lest I paw of him, I kaew him first when I joined up. He was

i one of my pals, We went through the Messines engagement and this

- happered sfterwards, We were consolidsting,the dated would be -
“June 88th 1917, We csme over together in the Marathsn. I knew him

.

L3




" Idformant:- ¢ {:.H. Bogen, Pte, 389,
.- - 7. 33rd Battn, B.Coy, VI Pltn,

Hcme addreas.
s Delungra .
N wa South Wales.

9,7, Leonerd,
. 211,17, .

_London, -

- 14.2,18.

‘3rd Western Generel . Hospital,

Se
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"]}ED On WWB})S" 28- 6‘1.?“

'.'L!he above aoldier waa in m;f pla'boon from 1ea.ving England antil
R C he ‘raoeived his wounds which- s8¢ anfortunetely led fo RQis, death,: 3
§9.° 7. 'He wes wounded on the 26th of the June,1817. grest sh after
3 . ~the:third bettle of Messines.. We were in support lines 4in the
x . resr of-Meseines, I hed charge of my Battallon Scouts of whioh he :
. was & most valned member; Af that time myself, the Scout Corporsl
(einoe refurned %o ‘Australis) and: four men’ inclusive-:nelve were

.1ivi§§Bin 8 eoncre&g du%-cnt -and hed only just turned into our
t5.when a BY8che5-9 H,B, 5holl scored a direei 21t on the top

‘of the dugout,Delve was. frightfully wounded and quite inserfivle, we
that were lefi.carried ¥im Yo the drgasing Station & from Predrehe wes

- quickly conveyaﬁ'*to Cs 048, at dted sk, there he died and he wass
probably bturied but i is most certain that he 1ies in a soldier’s
‘cemetery.I wrots to his people in Aust, enclolng a few trifles from of

7 his person on the 1 2. 1‘7. I told them that he was one of the best

. (' - goldiers & men that I had ever had with me, His place wss very herd to

. 111 & I who knsw him gso will mourn not only 8 goed soliar tut e true

A i‘riend. There ia no doubt about hig identity I smonly toesozry 6o Bay, -

. . : Iﬂttﬁr from;- S\St.ﬁ. Shadwell, 867, .

L -Eote. Ve regret the delay in typing Prance, 531,17,

J’g’_’,’ - the asbove Teport, tut we have been oblized to hold it up on sccount
of pressure of ‘work and shortage of mach:lnes. , Londeén, 18, 3, 18, S 3
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f;;{;33;2;5531§;1g31.- % Died of Wounde" No. 402, .

o VlInrorménf‘déacéibed Delve ag about 6! high, big,ﬁbned,‘
~ Trather dark and aged about 21, Came from Curlewis. =

Informant states that he %as in the same Company as Delve
- 8nd wag always with him. on or about 28/6/17 the Battalion
vae at Hegsines Ridge, aoting ae support to another Battalion
whichfwaa,inAtha;front-line. About 2 a.m, Delva, Informant
. and another soldier were in 2 dug-out when a shell burst
right én top of the dug-out, awverely wounding Delve in the
head, Informant 81ightly and k11ling the other soldieg.

~~Informant and Delve were taken to the dressing station and

subseguently Dslve was taken to some other place not known

Lo Informant, ' Delve never gpoke as he was unconseious and
In{ormant'suheequently hsard ‘that he had died,.

De;vn,waa very popular with his maies,

Informant;= Pte. A,J. McIkroy, No. 582, 33rd Battn.
: Ho.4 Austraiian General Hompifal,

RANDWICK,
Private address;e
B G RRIW N S-Wo ,
24.1,18, _
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867 Sgt.H.Shadwell, . Hov,9th, 1917,
- 38rad Bﬂttn.Al I.¥. ..

' B.E.F.

Dear 3ir,
e wish to thank-you for your snnswer %o onr anouiry con=-

gorning -« 408 J.J.DELVE - 33rd Bettn.jgs.l.l,

The informetion snd deteils you have =ent will be of

much assigtance to us s nd of value to our enynirers. We are very

pleagad '®o learn that you wrote to your conrade's pror &, we Ynow

how much these letters are approciated.
Pleage sccopt onr sympathy i the los: of your “riend.

Yours feithfqllig,

Zearat Ty,
<,
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