820 Private
John Blair
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. AUSTRALIAN T¥¥., 20.

%, 1916,

L ' Blair - nams Jack = was in XI platgon. I Jmow
E- ly his nueber. Ke was killed ths second tims the
h‘z]ﬁign wvent in at Poxieres, stvut three monihs ago ~ July
Tt .. He was mearly blown to pleces by a zshell at =y :
gside teyord the German ‘secend line, Ve woant too far and got
out off and had to retire to the German fisst lire. It was
three days tefore we could get to thoge.who wers lying aut.

Hio body was fourd and lrought back and buried in the Cemeterys
’.

80 thw told me. :
Informant: Pte L.J.Hallett, 876, C,X.

Ho,32 Stat.Xospital.
POUIOGNE. 7.11l.16.
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Ho wos killed at Dosieres sbout the Ath.. o? August.

He wes in 0.00y and wzs a apeoicl friend of mine. XNarkham, a

x;ﬁgnnner, told mo thst he sew him Gead snd halped to brinz hinm
[ ] .

Referenoe: Barbsr, O.¢., 814, G.00.,

. ¥o. 18 Ganapral,
C‘) Btaples,
] 11,11.15,
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AdlFa 20th Zuattn

CelOY o
Att. Anzacs Entr.Battn)

Missing 26=7—-16

B Missing 26-7-16 .
i Cert. oy A.I.F.Headquartera List 1§-9-16
Killed in Action in the Field 26-7-1€

Previously ireported Misslrg
Curte vy AsL.FeHeadquarters List 14~11-16 (I.E.80
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Ae 1. 2. 20. BIAIR, 4. 880.

/1916, |
koo edapugtb

Ftas 3msth {0.3.7) t01d ns he
want over at Poziexes, ond wes 3atruck by
shell on Fomens land,

Befaerense: 3riokson, W,W. 4109, 20.0.X2I,
Ho. 2 A«DB.D. !

Etaples. v

ggé 22.16. g




20th AJI.F. Blaeir, Pte, J., 520,
K 2kl
@, 1916)

"I heezd it goncrelly steted at the timc thet Bleir had teen
Eilled, either on July 26th or 4th August. I cor't rencmber
which. Be was killed in ar attack ty us.”

Informart: 2Pte. Chas. Herry Heliuis, 885,
20th 4.I.F., Ce G304, & F1¥Ls,
Bethnal Croes ilitery Yospital.

Home w8dress: 3, Coopcr 3t,.,
Toutlc Bay,
Syﬁney, Delialie
JeB. Hawlirngor. :
GalelTs ~ oM

i .



4, I. P, 20. BLAIR, J. 820.

;-
y. 1215- K_\,\- ;::‘*- ‘-‘-fo\?-{é

5]

Es was killed & on July 25th. in the affair
at Pozleres. Major Hoskenn, 0.C0oy, was, 1 bslieve,
e witness of ths cesunalty, and conld give detnils.
Major Hosksns himnoelf 5poke ¢0 me about Bleir.

Ba;erencea £%s. G.F. Furness, ?43. B.Ooy, 20th.BEn.,

! 0 Leli.G.56hoo

Btaplea. _
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uaasc-i-a-. Killed Julj 25th 1915,

"I BRT Blair killed in action by aIE bullet between
---;.-2 a.m. and 3 a.m.on the 26th J’uly/IG whila taking part in a ohargs
"~ upon the German Trenohes to the rizht of the village of Pozieres.

. 'I.gaw nim in Ho Man's Land immediately after he was hit, but have

- no -idea what happened to the body. I knew hir¥ well coming over fron
',;:_‘Australia with him in the original 20th Zatt.

Descri;gtign, Ags about 20, about X 5°'5",dark complexion,
medium build,
¥iiness, Pte Doyle. J. No.849, C Coy, 20th Eatt,

B e, | orpet camp
_ Yarsham, (b
};‘ . ‘_"—"'.___',..-.“.. S e T TR P L PSP o
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As 1o ¥o 30,

BLAIR,J, 820.
faw
UrsEfs R, July 28th, 1014,

Ho was ¥killed at Pozleres on July 28th, the Pirst
night we were in thers, by a plece of aholl which Y
think canght hiw in the head. I saw his dezd body lying
out in the open 43 we were going across in the charge.
It wap about halfway across ¢ the Gorman lines. Illa be-
b | to C.€Coy. and o X or XX pl. HUo was a Bcotchman
who had settled in R.8.¥. I kuev hinm well. Be was bat-
wan to Lt. Bvans, ¢.Coy.

Referencoi~ Pte., A.¥. Nattle. €52. C.Coy.
No. 851 Gen. Nosd.

Itaples
1.5,1%.
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Eavre izth June, 1917,

20tk AUSERALIANS . BIAIR, J. 620 -

eales KV 264716,

de was in ¢ Co; I knew Mim: ke originnlly cems “rom
Sgotland, Hs wes Xilled olose to the Gorman fromt Jimg
at Poxlores, snd wns burled o woek or 10 duyn later
whero hs lay. I was cme of the barial purdy. His disc
o ves B55D3308 retwined by cne of the 2nd Plomosrs

E to the Orderly Rowm.

Informeat: R¥e. ¥, Revell, 1633
20th Auetreslienn, © Co.,
He Y%¢ ZPanamss

423
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20th A. I. F. Blair, Pte 3. 820,

h
{Bmegf: ., July 26/16)

"At Pozleres Ridge on 26%th July 1916 we went over the tap,
but had to retire. Ahout 8 or 9 days leter we took the Ridge and we
found Blair's body a few yards from a German trench, Ve burled him
where he lay, and one of the Ploneers ftock his disae, one of the
Pioneors was P. Hallam of the £nd Batt. but I cannot remember if he
wag the man who took the disc.”

dye-witness: O0f finding the body and seeing him huried

Degeription: Medium bdnild, dark, about 20, talked broad
Scotch, Xnown sas ngoottian :

Informant: LfCpl W. Renell, 1533,
20th Australisn Infantry, ¢. IX
. 5¢%h Southern Gensral Hosgpltal,
Home addres~: 2ortsmouth.

Heathecote, Q ,\

Victorin.

14th June 1917. (3%)
8lsie C. Hughes.

[ ————



29th November,
only too true,
who is in thre Boulogne Basge Hospi
Inforrstion thet he not on
him three days later,
dey in Sydiney,

e also heard from ano
husband met in Gleazow

S2ys they were vary frie

med your inforaetion,

Cers. by letter fropm Eliza Blair,

57, Sray Street
Blawart Hill
Yoken,

L4
GL

o

[ tal and who vouchsafes t
11y saw my son killed but helped to hury

ndly, enlisted same

ther voung Australijap vhom my
and afger instituting enguiries after he
returned, he has confir
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22rd Septr., 1916,

¥ruy, Blizabeth Blair,
57, Crey Street,
Iaker,
Glesoow,
Dear Medsm,
in enswer to your onquiry for your son, Ho. 820

Ete. dolmn Blairx, £Cth Battn.y 1zt Anzeo Entrenching Btn, -

Ae1eFe, me Togret to say that we have no information to sond

Joe. ¥e asre making exhanstive oenquiries, and shall be only
too glad to commmnicnte with ¥ou at cuoe, as ve realise how

anzxious and worried you must be,

Aaguring you of our deapest sympathy,
I zm,

iours faithfally,

b k-

Seoratary.




16th Hovember, -

Dear Uadsnm,

We are vory sovry to inform you thet we have recoive
ed the fellowing unoffiecial report from -

Hoe. 876« Ptee L. Je HALLETZ, 20%th Battne AJI,Fa
vho was in No.32 Staty. Hospital, Boulogns, on Hovmh%;QVth.
0. 2ehbe

#hen he gave it, Informaat ztaies that 'Jagk ' %‘:‘fii as ho
galled him waa in XT Platnon 2. Co -y Hs wu2sg .cﬁiled..:mstmtly
by shell tae seoond time the battaliop want ir to action ot
Pozierez in July, ©He vna kiiled beside hin beyond ths Cerman
second line. They went t00 far =nd ot cut off and hed to
rettre to the first line, It was throo days before they could
get fntbhose who were lying out. He saye that he was {o0ld
that your son's body was found and brought bacx and buried in a
cemat:i'y nesr by,

e must emphasise the fast that thig racort ig unoff-
iciel and is not therefore vhoidy relisble., To - ary much fear
howover that after this lapse of time we must believe that the

worst hes happened and your son was killed on that day,



bt = - T _____ el = . ~ Y -

B : 'ﬁ'e Bympathiae vory daep]y i th youn :Ln your great loas
T and cen only offer you our help in ge..tf.ing as meny details as

:h:stantly and thersfore suffered no pain,
¥With. sincere sympathy,
Yours faithfully,

(.o

0 : | Seoretary.,

LA

Hra' Elizabeth Blair,
57 Gray Street,
- Stewart H:Lll
‘ Yoker,
GLAS3CY,

possib.l.e. We are suve that it will comfofp you %o kmow that he died B
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Hovember 29the .~ .

Krs.Elissbeth Blair, . e
57,Gray Street - . -

Stewart Hill : N _ .
Yoksre -
G‘msc‘o ) Lo

Dear Madeam, : | o ;.‘\..
We have received another unofficial report about your:
son 820,Pte.Jt.Blair 20th.Battneisl. P. from Bli.Pte.G.H;Bar‘bar

N T P £
B Y

ceco.r-n;;ny,zoth.Battn. who on Hovember 1ith, was in No.18 Ganera.
Hospital,B.E.F. |

He seys that your son was & special friend of nis, and W
wes killed at Posmieres sbout August 4th. A Machine Gumner

named Markham told Pte.Barber that he sew your son desd, and
helped to bring him in.

¥ith deep sympathy in youi' loas,
Yours faithfully,

U o

Secretary.
A Aw
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8th Janunry /7

r
Hrs Ilizabeth Blair,
o% Gray Ot,
Stavart Iixl,
Yoker,
Gl asgou,
Dear Madan,

e regret that another wnnriicial report
has been received about your uson, ln,820 Pte J.Alair, 27th Batt,
A LI.F, Irom Ho,+100 Pue ¥,7, Arickson, 20th Batt, MHe suys that
he wias toid by Pte Smith vhat Jour son vant over in the attack

S
on xodicccl and vas xkilled by @ snell on o Hun's Taerul,

Tnis only conrims tim md raporty al meady
gont you and ve rear that your son rust have mef nis death on
that duay,

Hay we ofier you our deopest aytpathy

e
Yours faithfully,
V.5

Sacretary,

oJ (A

in your losu,
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Urs Dlizebeth Bleir,
57 Cray St.
3teward 0ill.
¥oker.
G]E-BEOW-

Dear Leden,
Znother unofficinl revort has been roceived confirm—

ing thoce c2ilromdy sent you, cbout your gon, ile. 820, Pice. Je

Bleir, Z20th Beitn. AJI.7.

| el e - -

Inferment - Yo, 800., Privete Cherles Donry Helleth, 20th
Bottelion, vho dn Jamery lst, wes in Bethnal CGeeon,liilitery
Hospitel,-coys thet he had heaxl it gencrelly stated ot the
time, thet 2o, Bledr had been killed eitlior on fly 26%th, or
Avg., 4th, in en etipck wode by us on the Germen T“ranches. :

de are very sorry that this report contains mo deteils . S
of your non¥s leath, bubt we hope to get further perticnlars
vhich we Imow you will apprecicte.

%ith scincers cympoitye.

Zours feitidnlly,

VD

“Secrefnry.
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Iajor IIo..kez:.;
Ce Corr'x_ T

20th J‘usf:mlim Infentry Betteliom, -
B. L. e

2. Blai:' 20th I:at'!.'alian AL7,
Beps Xilled dn Actimm 26.7,16

_Je Binir

M /.,. 3.4,

l0e 820,




3195.;.-, 20th Battm. A.I.
I (T e:s. “Pta, I, _)oyle 201;11 Batine vho was in Hoe 4,

Znd iy 191%,

Urg 2 e Blﬂir
o7 uray Street,
Bleward fili,
Zodker,
Glesgow,
“oer Hsdan,
“e regret to edvise you of Mrther uiofficidl evidence

oomlrmt.ng that 23iresdy sent yor zbhart yeur son lio, 820. Pte. J.

LRy et

vp A TR

Cormand Depot, Worgret Carp, Wereham, Dorget, reports thet he
saw Ple, Blair killed by & bullet basveen 2 Cenle &nd T g.m. on
July 26th vhile taking pert in 2 chi'rge upor the Cormen trenches
To the right of Pozierss. He saw him in lio Han's Land |
irmediastely after being hit but hasg no ides a8 to vhet heppened
%0 the body. They ceme over together from fustrelia in the
originel 20th Battn. and informant describes himas 6 ff, 5" in
height, of medium tuild sni a= complexion and ahout 20 yosrs
of age,

Hopirg that thess further details 711l be of help to you
end assuxing you of cur sinceé'emsgmgﬂ;gfmyé o

acrotery,
L Awng,
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gy 8th

Hrs E, Blsir
7. Grey St.
> Blewert Hi11
A .. Glasgow.

Dear licdpme,

Ve gre in receipt of Tarther wo

fficial details atont the depth
of your son Ho, 820 Pte, John B

leir 20tk Btn A.I7, end

e ——t v L

e beg to
edvise you of the geme,

Lo. 952 Pte Hettle who wes in hospitel in Fraonce geys thet Pte,

Bleir wes killed at Posleres on July 28th by 2 piece of shell which
wounded him in the hegd,

Infornent sew his deed body chont holf
.". '5::"
_(’IP &tk 88y

8¢ 8 thet ho wos & 3cotsmen who hed setiled in lew South Viales.

wey across No iHan's Lend

end who had been beptman to Lt, Evans,

Assuring you thet

every effort is being made to obtein further
deteils, '

Yours faithfully,
S A

Secretary.

i'
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<2 it any) er faim
ieilers.

Engairy included fn { Ro.

w58 Cable

Enguiry factudsd In f Ne.
Oaferred Cakls

Narae and Address of

Engurer ) f},} ) ’: éL) Z C&,&u..é‘u_.d

4
Relatlon of Enquirer to (- e

Enguiras.
State if Kext-of-Xin.

Pt O T/~
HW

Secretary.
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_. . am Ogtobar, 1919,
' Xrg, Blair )
. §7 Gra.;Sti'mt
Blawart

Sooastm-
la.zgow.
M.By

noar Hadam,

In reply to your lettsr of 17th 1nst ¢onoerning

820 Pte,. o ﬁair 20th Batte AL, wa beg to inform you that
* g, (R g A T iz

application comnming his medals shoudd be made %o

Dagorations Dapt, Ao X7, Headqua:tera, 130,

Horasferry Rd.,
. @ Belisl,

_Assuring you of our sympathy
Tours ta.ithmuy,

MR.

ﬁias. , ERI}ETARY.



