Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing
Enquiry Bureau files, 1914-18 War
1DRL/0428

2138 Private
Frederick Thomas
Branch

19th Battalion
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290R ADSTRAIIAND BRANOK, P3¥ 2138 A

Aanedo £
Re £3322.16¢ Lets D/B,
Imms.wn.mcnovamxem fyem the baso

of He%eo aB I = tho Rorsh voact, 1 dnsw hoth mMn and
B people tafore I Jolred upe 1 wns witB bim vhan be weg Hllcl

| ga;tantls by & phoil ot dimoide ehonb tho nata Dots 1316 1 FoW

Gn$rdde Haslle Trengh. Vo hold ¢ho ground, Thers wad
to to & oroes pwb on ths graves 1 conu pomtam tho Bpote

Iinformends rtos BHe Harty 817
15th anstrelieng; B co.‘.- 6%h 21tney
sugtralish Uotp, Nonellsts
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19¢h A, I. F. ‘ F. 7. BRANCH. 2138.
g Killed 23.12.316. Deteils D & B.

At Swiss Trench nesr Flers I saw him killed by shrap-
nel. He wea in the supports at the time. I know no mors.

Reference: TFte. R. B. Rance, 2228.
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¥o,12 General, Rouen. 1%.3.17.
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Hswre - .38th March, 1917
19t¥ AUSTRALIANS BRAFCH; FoPe 2138,

i K& 23012165 Dote /B

He wase in A Cov; 3rd »latoons He was ‘buried at Beedls Frsnmch
eear Flarsd I wa.s there when heo was killeds Wo took them

in from the top of the trenoh amd buried them in Hesdle
Trench where wo worew We put a cross over the grave with

the nsmeg of thoze burled in it: thers were 5 alfogsthere
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Informant: 1L/0pls JeRy Walker,2232
19th Austrelians,; 4 Co.y 3rd Pline
He 56 Farilda"
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A.l.7. 19, ' BRAKUH, F.?. 2138.
E/Deor.23rd,1916.

 Preddy Branvh wes killsd two days hafore
Xnne, &% Heodle Tronoh, to the right of Flera.
He hagd boar out with a guerd at s dump 0 yards
ts ths rear of ths tronth. They came in, Jdust as
they rsached ths tranch, s H.Z.shell hit the parados
end killad him snd 4 other. man. 1 sow Brondnts body.
1t wae riddled with picves of zhell., It was buriad
the gawra morning Suat to the rosr of tha apot where
hs et his daunth. 1 aaw tha turisl., 1 knswe him
guits well. He %88 & vsry guiet fina living liitle maon.
Refsranca: Pta.¥W.lerkem, 15744, A.Vo07F,
KO-2 a-D‘B.nl
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DAANCH,

JL.I.F. rte. L 2108,

i ath, Batt,

"Killed Dec. 25/1G."

d ¥ yourr =i Thich ven
I saw hin killed by & piece of shell the SizZe 01 yOur "1§£inw";?; envT
right throuzh his neck and killed him almost at oncé, ond,Sow i

Teedle Trench which ¥—ekae WS some?here abput glgert a:
Fe wag buried just out o the tresen ant i :
1, I xmew him well &8 —@ cano

dead, at
Gendecourt. sxe ¢
srave with & little wooden eross over it.
sver tocether Fronm Australia a8 ﬁeinforcemegts grie) :
and were transierred o The 19th. I w2s in eanp
Yursi.I t:ink he cane Irom somewhere on “the mgrin;uP; o
he was a deirymen, 3ix others were killad sne & Wourast L7 w

11,
shell e .

t, 21578,
. D2TT.
Hzretield, el Ba
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(:. Alison,

x> =i - ]
1
19tr pAustralian Imperiel Force Bransch, . . 2138,
. A Coy. -y
L - Mi.a‘,-‘uc.l’: tADI A
7 . 28/12/16.0ets D & 3 ).

" Branch wes onc of & party of whom Four or five were
Cf #illed by e single snell about 4$he Dec. 2%, at .ecdle iranch
negr Ginechy. I did not sotually see the sasueli,. 3rench and

the others.ere buried together in tha vieiniiy of :jeedle Trencia."

; dye wWitness -

i Desoription
: - Informant ;-  {pl. MeIndoe, 1962,
: ) & Cog. 4ta Pltn. 19 Aus. Inp Foree,
' 4ard 5 1 3Besufort .jer iiospt.
(: dome adiress - Sristol,
' 32, warlborcugh 3iraot,
Cliount Zdead, o9
Augkland, ~

{’ 10/3/17' L;.Z.

Anthony Plan.
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Septerher 1ith, 1%17.

b Mrs. H.G.Simpson,
. : garx 3trzatl,
Portiand, il.S,70les,
Deer Medan,
In reply to your letter sbout your brother
* To 2138 not 2240,
"PYe. Fredk.Thomas Braneh,
19th BEtrn lete 55rd Bttn,
"‘.IIF.
¥Killed in Action 23,12.16"
and your regnest for a photograph of nis greve, Ve 8re
L gsending his particulars on to the Graves Registretion
\Q © Depertment. It will do 811 it car to locete the greve
gt He@dle Trerch near Ginehy arni will forwsrd the photo

4o yopr brother's next of kin wither 2ircet or trroug
&

our Syirey Red Cross Engniry Bureau.
deslers

your great loss.

Yours faithiully,

SECRETLIFY,
rﬁeofdzé%fbfd{.

It may however, ‘'be some time before it ecan be sent,

t#fith our sincere sympathy:to his parentsnand yourself in



