Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing
Enquiry Bureau files, 1914-18 War
1DRL/0428

5297 Private
Frank Francis

Bratchley

25th Battalion
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He was badly wounded oy 2z shell whilst we wera in t

s ot
O e L
Zornnebeke, and was taken aut on 2 atrstchzar znud s for &8s I know

‘the stretchar %as klown ub By 2 shall,.~iiist on ita w2y ou
I ¥new nim in the coy, He came frasm Ouzensland.

Degcription. Age,. 27. Jjuicht. 5-I0, Cemnlaxicn. Tark., Well -uiit,
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Witnesﬂ. cpl. HGOI‘E.RIJ. :T‘\"‘.'.:Ié'?.n Atccy. QSt.h @1‘:‘?‘.

- -~ - =
itgwan at
& F0.4.C0.D.Hurdeott,
- i
S 2-Z2-18. N
~- r
F.U.IL.
*
- e ————— e —— - - - - —_—— PR - - —-— _———




[ -

iIm

oo

- 25tk Batbn.

€

Ly
e

P -
B S e T R

I PR

?:as'_ir. AIV.

‘dcte:~(vritten Pte iicherscn, 17-6-18

A-|InFo X E.Fo "1-'._ . .

‘wjounded end Missing" 7-10-17.

He 's‘ééme-& to. me tc get ncst of a shell pretty neerly

 to himself sbout 50C yards from the Church at-Zonnebeke, end I

was ‘clese to and ssw it; but I-did not hsve the chance tc gc up

‘t¢ him, sc¢ Isculd nct sweer he wes killed instently, theugh I

am sure he wss, - Pte HMicherscn cf i, Ccy. 25th B:tin., wes right
glongside ¢f him and he tcld me he wes sure he wes killed cut-
right -too, but he eould nct swesr t¢ 1% either. ¥he stunt was on
pnd we -were sttecking snd Bratchley wes acting 3/Bs the time.

T jo& nct znowm what beceme of him after thsat, and I 3id not know
him &t hcme. He wes e big cksp & £t zbeut, 2nd very thick set. hLe

informsnt; - Hascell.Cpl,il.11I1.

' A,Cc, 20th Batzn. _
) - sio 1 Commend pepof.
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L Ho 5297 Privata Bratchley ?.F. EﬁthmBattalion.
waa killed on the '7.1t.17. by shell~fire. I was close
by at theo time end can:. therefpre speak dafinitaly.

:-1

Dated at sumon vmnr d

N © (S6D). A.C. LITCHERSUN '

Stgtemant made . anﬁ signed before me

(36D). R. DUOIEY.
R, e _ : Lieut & Adjutent.
.V ) 3 o ) T _ 7 . . BO.l.comand DGpOt-A.I-F-
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Statemsnt.meﬂa bgﬁﬂo .111 Gpl Haaeatt H. 25th Btn.
.? 25th Btn. =

- re Ho.5297 Pte Bratchle F

| ) 1 7. . ‘ - , R .. s . - .
h S On 5th October 191'? at uonnebeka Ho.
5297 Drivate Sra.tchley P.i‘.25th Battalion, was atretcher-
hearing, and he was hlom up by shall._ . .

" Dated at Ho l.Command Depots

(%6D). X Cpl Hassett. °~

(s6D). R. Dooley, ' -
" ‘Lieutenmant & Adjt. K
Ho,1.Command bDepot.A.I.F.
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{ 25th 1. TP, Bratohley. 5297, FF
(l::A;. Oct. 7/17) a
i
L B "On Oot. ¢ /17 I waé at’ ‘Polygon %oods I heard that P :

Bratohley had bssn blown up by a shell. DPte. iitcheison of
25th LeleFe A Coy. was with him {Bratchley) =t the time, and
wag vounded by the same shall thdt killed Bratchley, and could
glve full deteils."”

Eyev:itnesa: -
Description:
Informant: Villam G. Truce. 5926,
25th A.I.F,
13t couthern Gensral Hospital,
Sirmingham, ,
Home addrsss: o
. Reid's Cre:zk, y gooehY
Gzyndah, Jueensland, ‘ustralia. T
17.5.18, . j‘
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ror © .. AUSTRALAN~REDGROSS SOGIETY

(WOLUNDED AMD mMIBEING IKQUIRY BUREAU).

G 577 . 3¢ ® Bt a0y, ,
Qhtss L

Degr Sir,

We ore mekine eniuiries for ¢ muwn or Jour Unitl

&sgf;l P T 5 Bratehley 2-Ehalls a3

/:_,..w‘anﬂ hi've- !:raen“‘hoit‘ “thot yor oy be~Ehlevto™ kATp ngt 'bwmtpﬂﬂ--“ '1

ing some informction. W///I ) 7 /0. /? .
I's

‘e should he most aratelul Zor cnr feluils you conld

gend us concerning fZ T ,Z"' 39.& ﬁ&& /{’V znd

_____ vould also be rlad 4f yon conl? ~dd £ short onscrim ion ol his
personnl spperrance, or eny roint's thut wronl! »elr us 10 nrove
-~ his identity.
- iih best wishes,
: - . Yours f&i.‘_hh"'lll'_',’. -
" e \)'Q)'LQ. :DQOJRLUL

STCATEIRY

54, VICTORIA STREET,
Pﬁ M! ¢A [?—3 o ’L" LONDON. S.W. 1,



