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1925 Private
Thomas James
Cooper

7th Battalion
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+'~Rg 1925, - Pte.: J. T. - Coopex. 7tk Battn. Aus, Inf Fogce.Missing 7.10.17.
‘I am- sorry .thet I oennot dAform  you definiil -85 to his Zete, bul
“in my opinion hé wuet heve been killed, for:ne: could not have heen
“taken’prisloner, a8 we: were .we 11 tehind the line. on the ocC casion
¥ leof his disceppearence, and: if he had been wounded, -there would -
") .hgve beén some report come through +o-the battn, but they sfill
.. .. show him in-the register a8 missing.” The hgt'-time I saw him wes
y & . . dnring & very heavy tombardment and general stampede of horses etc,
.. . “'Hé wes thed in.e place oX safety, but as I wes busily engaged in .
> gt tending to wounded men & horses I did-not, pay much atiention to him

" geen him ‘I found that he Hed digseppeerfed, I was not glerndd, for I
" ‘thought thet &fter loging his horse he 1ike several gthers, had foll-
“oved 1t to cemp, but on reaching home I found him to be missing so Izm
almost certein thet after leaving the plece ¢n route for cemp. he Was
. caught by & shell end killed, I mede geverel enquiried’ efte® but did
. not_get eny setisfactory informetion, I did heer thet one man of the
RETUR Bétgx hed seen.him lying dead by the roedside, btut as I could never
. C f£in€ out the man who ‘actually saw him, T did not plsce any impori~
‘enice i: the informs¥tion, for one heers S0 many YumOurs over here.,
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TihRnttalion. COOPER.
AL. B 1925, T.d,
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: Be wes only with me & short time, Tut I rementer

him as being e fairsized men, dark, with & large dark mousteche,

. I em.sorry thet this is ell the iiformation I can give you, but bope
it may helfd you & little..

FERRE | S Tetter from:- Clerence Wignell. L/cnl.
E Trangport .
' 7th Bettalion.
France,,
2.<. 18,

London,
10.4.18. _ off.. IL

- tut when afier cerrying out e men, I returned to the pleae I hed
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.7 He ﬁaé,léédiﬁgfsbﬁé"ﬁackfhorses_oﬁ’ﬁhe right.of‘WeSthpek

"Rijge; & gheil from the German line simad at & 31ll-box which

{7 we had teken from the enemy, fell enong the horges, I sew it

- Pa11 8nd Codper yelled mnd Fell down. I end Cpl.Wignell, now

. - with the Bn,,:sev him lying on the ground near the pill box, I

- ..vent ‘ewey, btut CpliTWigpsll steyed longsr. When I ceme beox, alber
" "looking efter ‘some wounded men, we 1ldoked for him srd he hed _
_ .giseppeared.. Je think he must heve tried to go avey and wes blasn
. up . by-another -shell, as fthere wes much snelling 2% the place,

" Ha eould not be teien 2/, because we were 2 or 3 miles from the

Garmen lire, unless he wandered gwey belng confused by shell sjmek
ghack, - Ccoper was in my section {Prenaport). He wes 5 ££.8,
about 3C, and hed & derk noustache. :

Referense: Dvr.ilepming, 830. Trenspai Sec,
“Yo.1l Augbrelicn 2ouen. 13.6.18.
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- s "I knaw t‘.amalw. Eo waP ahon‘t § ft. 9 ins; dark complexion,:
'f'{35 zmam of age, - iaiown aB "Juck®. Cugualty wue going up %o Menin .
- Road; “Ypreés, with othere. cexrrying mmition when & chell lerndef om -} ¢

. duck=boarlis killing hizm 1netant1y. 1 aaw hie body as I paescﬁ. 1
- ;’_-do ot kmm Where 16 was huried,? o
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