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553A Lance Corporal
John Leslie Klaassen
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&7 (4lst Batt, AJI,F,

Xilled June 3Ird I9I7,

K;aaggn_, Pte, WO, 553, 'KxL '

Det, DB,

é - “¥nis man was killed in

the subsidery line near Henneesy's Chatasu, Ploag

Steert Wood, Ysssines, He was taken out of the lines and burizd in the @

cematry . there, I could not say

if any oross was eresctads I ¥ney him well

in the coy. He sams from South Bribbans,

. ¥itness, Lisut., Robertson. J.H.

S ¥hitmee,
Taken at . NOus4.Command Depot.,
BOQQQG'D.COdfOrd. Codford.
8-10-17, ‘&
SeWe
e et e = -
S s
= 416t A. L. Fe Eleassn, £te 533,
Bt : . Coy
c ( (Z. 3.6.17. Det 2 & B) *

nPte Kleasen was killed by a shell at Uharneton On the 3rd

June/17. ®
Eye-witneas: Yeé
Desoription: About 5' 7 or 8", falirish, medium build
Informans:;. S. E. duley, £119,

4181; As I Fo. Bs Coy. 5 Eltn.
lNorfolk Jar Hospltal,
TYorwich.
Home address:

1 Gibbons R4,
liavhaven, 3ussex.

l4th vet. 1917.
pdgar Rice, -
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Klsasen. 883, 3 .L
K. June 3/17.

¢ ite Messines, and
| . ¥illed by shell fire oppos 2
- c .';ngal;egu‘;?ed news Hyde Park Cormer, Just ;:tﬁzarsar o
gﬁegst-ert VWood. 1 have written to hils re .

Rye-witness:-- No, told by men in my compa.ny..
Descriptioni=--

. Irmanis -—- Ilt- C.H.Butler,
Info ¢ 418t Beit. A&I-?éen Zos
d London [wtel: P8
oz Wandsworth.

439t A.LF,

15th Qctober 191i7.
Y.R.Hanning. . 9

Havre. 1880 Got. 1917,
418t AUSSRAN ARG Risadm, 533 L

e Ke 346.17¢ Bet, Dfsb

He.wn# in tdo 6th plstoan, B Cos Hie name vas John, snd wea
a-Briebane man, and worked on the railiwa¥e. He wea a sikgle nan

- ané wos killed ¢t Mossinae in the SUppert trendh by & ohsll &nshha

with tws otheres Ko ves probably huried in Plugetract Cemotery.

informont: Fhae Auds aApre; 369
4lst austrelicne, B 004,
He UYs Psnana,

R23




S PTRRTIESEIYCP TS ) L v e
I i ! =T : =

o s e S wa o TR T sl

. ,:‘1- saw him killed by & shell thsre were thrse killed by the szm2 shsll,

. ‘_4This ‘heppéned absut Zpm on the Ird. ¥e wore in th2 sunpert linss at

_ “Messines at the time. He was buried in Plesg Steert Vood oy ths Zatt

_;'-=--Pionaers, A orose ¥us erscizd bearing his namé, number, end vatt, I

+ -Eney him well in civilian life, He. cam: from Brisbane, He worked on the
rﬂrailw&y department at ¥Woolagabat. '

. _Deseription. Age. 2%, meight. 5-2. Complexior. Dark., Well Fuilt,

. _Witness.  Sgt Weeks.W.S. ¥0.550, B.Ccy. 4Ist batt.

P

. S.%Wnitmee. .
. Taken at . N0,4,.,Command Depot
Hoos- .c D.Hurdcott- . COdfo"'do

G Ig-10-17,

v PLGLE. . : 5
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X. 3.6,17. Dot. D & .3,

In the subaidiary trsnches befors Hossinse esarly in Juns
I asw a shell burst over a bay, two days from me. I heard there
wag & casualty end went along inside of § minutes, -I focund Kloesen
had besen killed inatantly, ¥as badly injursd in the legs ana
his facs burzed dy the explosion, I know he was burisd in Fioeg-
gteert YWood by Chaplain ¥Eilis, It 18 in a nilitary cemetexy.
I have noft secen ths grave but others have told me, We calied
him Zaokie. His Ho, is about 5CO age about 21, short and nuggety,
dark, ha took care of hk drees and always looked decent. He
game wWith the original Bn, as I 418, on the Pemosthezes leaving
Irighane My 16, 1916, He was & vorikgine chap, always in good
gpirits and chesrful and very well 1liked by his mates. His two
heat nates Ple. Donaldaon and LfCpl, Shidds were killed wifth bim
by the ssme shell. Klsagen was a I?Gpl.

Refersnce: C. H. Moxmon, &60Q.
Ho,11 Con,Csmp Budhy Hz,Rouen. 23,10,17.

¥RP.
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" 418t Batt.A.IF. Klansen,L.Cpl. 5563,
... . cf}. 6 Pln "
L K. June 3/17 Det D & B.
i ‘ 8] saw Jack Xlassen killed, at the foot of Messinss Ridge.
o A shell burst in & bay of our trench, and killed him and 3
dthers.m

Eye-witness: Jes.
Description: Dark, medium neight.
Informent: Lce.Cpl Patrick Cuoney, 408

418t Baett A.I.F. B Co 6 Pl.
Alexandra Hos. Cosham.

Home address: Townsville, Queensland.

23.10.17.
3.G.Hebk. D
€
e
, A
41/ A.I.F. Kleasen. I/Cpl. 553.A

uJ
‘e
e

E. June 3/17.

*I saw Klassen buried in the cemestery at
Ploegeteert Yood."

EBye-witness: 8aw him buried.

Description: 'Jack!?.

Informant: Pte. N.F.Clerdon, 406.,
4}/ AJI.F. B Co. 5 Plt.,
Colchester Military Hpspital.

Home address:
Oct 24/17,

& ~ C.J.Stebbing. j
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Bavee 26th Cetcber.101%.

- _ . s
418t AUSTRALIANS <§L mass:. 553 A
Ee Juns Frd.1217. Dﬁt- D/B.

an
! ”

, I knsw tt. Klsesen of B.00., VI.Flin. ?. He weo & transfer

(i from the 31a Batialion to the Alct. I oaw him killod by

" ghell st Fluzstreat ¥20d on Juae 324,1917. I saw Lis dody being asrrei
out by ths Batinlion Iioncers for durisl. Ho would be burled . |
4n ons of -tbres wuiliter; Cemstardics in tho violnity, : -

Inforzert: Fto ¥e Xing, 456
418t Auvatrelians, BeCOs, VeFlin,.

Avasralian Camp, Romellen.

RDE,.

it ] -



‘1 mtxalhn In?o mmo 5535

K. Juns 3/17 Det I/3

‘-. "I know that Jeck Klaasen (41.B.VI?) was killed

i C instantanscusly by shell fire, about June 3 = 5, at Plosgsteert)
lﬂ , While we were holding ths Support i1ine, in the afternoond-
' gghariie were two others killed by the same shell in ths eame bay:)
C W. Shields {41.B.VI) and Pte Ronaldson §41.B.VI) were both °

wi at the time, and could give more particulsrs. He was
buried in Ploegstaart cexetery. I have not seen his grave.®
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Rye-witness; ¥No, Inf. was in the trench and
knewx all shout it at the tdme, see above,

PR R

Description: Out about eleven months, single
I believe. I can gdve no particulars as to
L home etc.

]' ' Informant: Pte Charles Hanlon, 439, i_
b 41 Australian I.F. B o. vV Rl.,,
3rd Southern Gen.Hos.
Cowley Section, Omford.

Home address: Church St, Townsville, /ﬁ)
27 Ot 1917. Quennsland.

Hilde i,Pickard Cambridge.
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, | ~ FRANCE
£18% BATZ, AeIaF. kraadhN,3, | 553,

Keduiie 9rd.l917. Deto-.

We used to call him Jeck and he wae in B.Coy. I
cannov give you sny details of his dezth but he was
buried up in Ploegsteertv in the cemetery behind the
Chering Cross drmebingestation. I have seen nis grave
there. ' WST

REf -—-——Fie . TeluNncen. 625.
Ho 16 Gen. Hosgpitsel

’_‘b%o\
Le Treport. Oct 29thn.1917 %l‘%




41 A.I.F, nt.aeg_n. Jelie 553..
(E. June 3/17)
det D/B,

"This =an was killed dy shell when we wsre hold '
front line at hill 63 (®the only way“) on June Stli{nis.g%? I
aav hip body carried sway in a blanket, Two of this man's
conrades wers killed at the same time. I saw their bodies
also, their names were L/Cpl: Shields and Pte, Donaldson, I

40 not know where ke was buried.”
Bye-witnesns:

Desoription:

Informant: Cpl: H.M. Plocot, 497,
4) A.I,P.
Bath Hospital. Ward 7,

<

Homs address:; Eing's Road L
2011.1!. b
7.¥, Whizster. Gaernsy. Isle of Fight, (r !!

p
418t AI.F« Klaasen J.Ls 553a,
Re GQyo

(K. June 3/17 Det I/B)

%laasen and Shields were both killed in Pioegsteert
on 3rd June 1917. Their bodies were buried down past where I was
end they vere both buried near each other in the cemstery Just Bek
behind Charing Cross Dressing Station. I have seen their graves
which are properly marked. I knew them both well. Klaasen was
a short derk man. Skdelds wvas a short f£air man with a
crocked nose¥.

Bye-witness: Yes

Desoriptions

Informant: L/Cpl. Wm. Duncan 625,
41st AGIO?.. crl Coy.,
: Rasecourse Hospt., @
Fome address: Cheltenham.

Ravenswood, : -
Townsville, Queensland, Australiae. %%”K&

811417, °
M.Co Davidson.
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418t A.1.F. KFlaasen J.Le« 553a,
R. GOy.

(K. June 2/17 Det I/B)

®Klassen end Shlelds vere both killed in Ploegsteert
on 346417 They were burisd near each other in the cemetery
behind Charing Cross Iressing Stationa I have seen their graves
which ere properly msrkede I knew them both well. Elazsen was
ghort end dexrk. Shields wae shcrt and feir with a tent nose.
He had been & boxer®,

Eye-witness!
Description:

Informant: Pde. H. Cottell 607,
41st AQI.F.' C. Coy.,
2nd Southern General Hospt.,
Home addrese: Cheltenham.
Aheerne Ferrmit Park,
Louisville,

Queensland, %&’Bﬂ |
%e11.17, ) Austrelia. %A‘Y

¥.C. David__non . *
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41st A.I.F. ' Flamsen J.L. 553Ac
(xe June 3/17 Det 1/B)

N "I was told by Klaasen's mates thet he was killed
instantanecusly. (I cannot be sure of the name of any one of
them) I can't remsmber the date, btut it was at Messines,
Ploegateert, when we were holding the line®.

Eye-witness: No, né name remembered.

Description:  Short, dark, in Co. Bs He used to be
in the 3lat Batt. ‘

Informant: Pte. G.M. Smith 981,
) 41t A.Io?n. D. Goy., Xv Plto,

Graylingwell Hospt.,

Rome address: Chidheagter., d
Australian Convalescent Home, :B .g
Dartford.

Nov. /17, | | g"‘{:{

K.E. Jones.




i giassens <
Js L. 553a
Shields.

L/Cpl. §.D. 512

:r%lst'ﬂattnﬁ?;}:ii
. -7 _—_A.I..F."'V

© wKilled 3.6.17"

-ffShéilﬁs was & Hew Zealaspder and wes the xbest boxer én the boat, hed-
.~ ‘held the Ligh Weight Amateur Championship H.Z. He was killed by same
;. ghell as Klaasen (B,Goy,)5538'(about whom I have alrendy given $n-

. formation) Klaasen wag from South Brisbane. He, Shields, is buried 2o

" -Ploegsteert Wood I believe, but the Pedre Capt.Chaplain Miils (0.P.DF
..~ .womld be abls t6 supply -full particnulars. They were killed nesar

-~ the "Omnly Way" Alfred Donaldson 4&lst Ba‘tn.from Goodpa 7. was killed

' by tho same shell. = -
| Witness:-
Sl : W.J.Ayre 363
Tan oo b 41st Batin:B.Ccy. ’

"? London.: T -
L1007 s, 1.2.B.R.C.S.
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41et Aol Pa B Klmﬁﬂn Ptee Jele £B83a8, ’

Ds Gompanyo
(K« June 3/17)
"Kleacsen wae blown up. by shell fire near Hill 63,

holdine the line, between June 3=-6. He was buried at the baok
of the line near where it occurred®.

Eye-witness: No, told by Lt. Price, D. Coye

Desoription: I do ot know him and therefore cannot
describve him. .

Informant: Lt. Ge+Hs Robinscn,
418t AJI.F.,
3rd London General Hosptle,

Vandsworth. o
b g
Ll
EOT. 22/1'?. b

¥. Arnold Davies.

kAT Lot I}.” B )
PARATEEN - RN



WEil led. June dra 1917

o ' The Teport given ny ~gen 8,10, 17, is correct. I scvw him kKillea
“/-gna R, Jeen told me he wos buriea Tespectably in tne cemevery Eyae
~-Park cornay,
L ' Witness:— Beattie ito¥ .
. Weru 21, Hereoziela

- D.Ps Diekzon ) :

. ¢ Lonaon, _

- l?. -LGQ .L?. N B
;. 13" Bewm _ KLAASTH
o j‘f_'r.A..I F . - I.. 5ad

"Yillea June &1u 19.].'1"

- Edillew st le®% ox 1oe{:st1'eet gt & trenck callea the "0"1.I.J dsyh
. commnicevion %trench rillad by shell with two ozhers, I s nim
~killea it wes more like concusSsion I sew him token gvey uO mry.
'-ne wes .in szme Coy., cna 2lsztoon &s me cane zron Brisbecne,

. . Witnessif Zgan Vera ©2, Ecraziela

.~ Lonadon, . .
o 17.10,18. . 3
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. 76 warae holding the 1ina at Ploagstrent Wodd
botare ths nttoock ob Hougines, when ho was killed by &
eshell out:ight. I ausw it bappen. I do nod% Xnow ths
azact place where he wns burisd dut it wes ir ons of
ths Austrslion Cemsterigs ot Ploegsirest.

BH.
Aeforvence: Fte.H.7. Ohardon. 406.
7 Can.Gen.dpel.
tarlas,
-10017.
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