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224 Private
|eslie Edward Lee

10th Machiine Gun Company
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5.7 wgounded & Missing 8.6.277 - e

_Iffééréﬁ;tﬁﬂhavéfto_tellfypg:tyatgl, 8?,391143$ ggs§¢g:§;?sotéﬁzze
“aompany, Have come’ O ﬁhe'CQHQ}USlOH&tpgtVP.L,gEe qf‘zz I ywﬁs-bﬁfied
Oy e ieq of moinis susteined of Uessines Sl ZF M 4inape Tri-
- éar the Spot where he recelved ais injuries. 3He u:hﬁ?g'ldume e frd
ﬁdhbf;mine;an&a&is_disappearance for 2 long bime myS %L;ew o?qﬁim“ui—
Sombinuelly mokingenguiries bui recs 2ot no_tidingsheteves O B se
ti} recently when e received some }n§0;maﬁ}9n,‘un%cn ““tusivégnfoo?"'
Sonvincing, must, I think, be accepled 28 final end conclusive Prooe .
of -his decesse. Hy ssgociation with nim 1n 9h03§_LaSu.n0%:S g sbaut
ca followe. . On the might o vessines wien il tne objectives hed hecs
,fékenia'éarrying_Parﬁy.arrivzi wit%“a;@?nitégg 3§St§em§i§§§ wiere wes
Tooated HO.1 Section of our LOy., of which Lee wes & ¥ T 1;%t-o% s one
oF -the party &nd we learned tgat_tﬂere-werg_on}yduwgfpigese § ot Ho-d
‘Section some had been killed end the rest uoun%eta 0f these 1ot e
1o o U6 O e ;1rstug§§gftgg;§€ iegztngustretchsrs snd no streb-

:'(rgseémedto ve very padly wo ! : _Bo st
' - Y anywpere. It wus S0me time Defore wWe %

whep pearers o be found ; 3 30 ore. .
;ggig %ﬁ requisition a gtretehar 10 gnarge oif & vnlgnteel_beuxer

Oth Mact.Gun COF. .. -2- - o
o L. E 2ué

V--"‘;_'.:.‘-o' I.‘ F- . - : L) e
o . o : 7
7ifh the aid of .+ volunteer from the infamiry, lLee was gbt out of
the’ trench where hs was iying oz to the parapet ready 0 ce put into
the: -gtretchsr anc it was tihen thet I left him. OQur numvers h2d been
sa&ly-depletedzand not e man could be sperad from that position. I _
-hed been convinced that, since he was cerried out, we would eventually
“hear of him Ffrom some dressing statiom. it wes not until some little '
timg--ago thet & repori cime through our Headgusriers that Iee was not
carried out, that he was carried only & 1ittle way en. wes then drop-
ped because re vas too weignty for -the bearers. Further enguiries
brought anovher report to the effaet that a badly wounded machine gun-
ner answering to Lee's deseripiion had been round nexw day by Some en-
ginéers;in.whnse‘hands he died some minutes jaters Their dsscription of
the place where they buried him wes very close to where I lest saw him
. Ho-identification disc, no papers, nothing but a descripticn which was
n0tﬂrery~particulﬁr or complete. These are ail the Fects I have in my
pogsession coacerning the end of. as brave, affectionste and lovable 2
~comrade 2S.HWES ever numbered in the ranks of the A.I.F. He was. a fine
han standing 6'1" and was broad in proportion., He hsd ho facial or
- physical cheracteristics - unless his hair be excepted, which ims red,
butinot vividly red in colour end which was tnick and inelined vo curl.
Humorous end witty he esrned for himsell many nick-nzmes, the most popu-
of which was "Leggo" ¥ 11 known in Melbogrne football circles.
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fetter. from:~ F.I.J.Coffey - . ,
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'10%h M.G. Coy, *

lee,
Hal.Pe L.B. g2s,

"rounded & Lissing June 8th 1917

He wias knocked by the same shell a5 me. vies bedly hit sbout

the body - Ve were boih lying in tne trench together. It
happened at liessines on June dth - Hde was cerried out on 2
atretcnar (Pefore me) and died 0a the way to ke Dressins station
I don't know where he was buried. , 1000 Smith =, I0th 1,G.CO0¥
Wrance told me he died on the way %o the Dressing station

#teference:~ 243, MeGrane H.d.
10tk i.G.C07,
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London 17. 10, 17
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afa¥aekime{Qun Companies.A.I.F. lee, L.E. 884.

H.& M. June 8/17.

- % 1 was Sold by Frank Coffee (10 ¥.G.C,) that he saw & man chlled
( Juns 7th
at Messgines, -Scme streicher~ bearers were sent up 30 bring him

? Lee (10 M.G,C,) very badly wounded, during the attack on

back, but he has never been neard of since, He cannot be &

prisoner, as we never fell back at all. We took our objJective

and held it. I know our officers were enquiring for him,”

Eyewitness:= No, told by Frank coffee (10 M.G.Cole

Deacrlptionﬁ- Froz Melbourne, out since May 1916, Ve called him

Dick, but this may have been a nicknane,

Informant:= Pte. Herbert Duxson, 1378,
. 10, H.G.Companies, S Sect. AJ.F,
Zrd, Southern Genl Hosp,, The basze, Oxtord,
Home addressa:~ Wallaboo Post Office,
via Stawell, (Stawell)
Victoria., - . ' ;

~. 86/10/17. /1 ) :_' o :{‘.‘; !_. /
H'E.chm-cambﬂdae. I A S ‘:.. Sl .‘ ; .




rraa‘.lo%tora xeceh‘ed"from hia aomao.ea. I’ri.vate
“mounded: a% Menuines:’ and dled” izoa ‘tho- 92feats of
32, -.'Alao atatu that po. trace-cf Les: aould’ be
Breaeins ststionz. N ?4-30.85
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10th H4GaOs Lee L.Ea. 224,
ECIIF.
C: (W. & M. June 8/17)

"On June 8th 1917 about & peme on the right of Messines
in thke Plack Line (3rd Objective{ at the same gun as myself, Lee
was shot through the head and in the side by meckine gun bulletse
Fe was lving alongeide our gun and Jjust breathing when we had
orders abt. 7.30 the same day to move up to the front lines
Lee was leftthere with Pie. Thomas Ferguescn 0f the same Coys
T rever sav hir sgain®.

Eye-witness:
Depcrirption:
Informent: Pte. W.L. Walters 141, :
101:':1 HaGaCo» A.InFt. 1 "3‘.___
3rd Western General FHoept., c;\.l A
Home address: Cardiffw t
C Billin, fc'v
¥ictoria, " %!
+ ip
2/11/17, Australie.
fbb-L‘((

C.A, Corbe.
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1oth Aust. X.GeCe

Lt’e InaE. 224.

W, & . June 8/17.)

*] rememter that Lee wus first revorted missing, then

thet he hzd b-en nounced wrd pas-ed¢ throu-n the CeCaBo
trut he hec net teen raased

were made and it wes tren founc

throus’

out to us in Orders one nirhtby the Capt."
Fye-wvitnesss:

Description:

Pte. T.As Orchard 727,
iCth Aust. aGeCoe ’

Informant:

Foere addresss
O/O T8 Eunt. .
forrestus Hill, Vv

%ept, TemaT, ‘

2‘011017. Taﬂfnani&.

P.C. Parrye

gny Cosuelty CleeTin. Staticn - lastl;
thet he had veer ¥illed anc Yuricd at essines by cne ¢f
+ho hed neglscted tc remcve his identity disce

‘.r.!

-t

: it wes reperted

This was Treed

vinz George Fospt., gtamford St.

Y
N jL’{B(Xa‘yé

Fngniries

+ne Tionear
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GRicIiAL SPATENEPP BORELON. = 9 FNUVASTT 5 RB3R/T/R.
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1876 Pte DUXZSON H. 10%h M.G.0.

statenent made by HO.

' " pe. Ho.224 Pte LER L.Z, 10%h K. .00
: = =3 and LD 5108 Boe 17 _

A Privafa Les was badly wounded.
Y ess8inasg, badly et I

 on June 7tk et

F o him away
+.. That 8 gtretoher bea? #asd brought to take _ ’
EIE never heasrd 2oy more of bim sfter that . ' t L,.
: J ey
R, ¥
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+his 23rd day of Hovembar 1917.

. - g Dated st 3rd S.G.EH
(Sgd) H.H. DUYSOH

( gtetement made and gigned before me © (8gd) J. FRESBORH.
- . nﬂjoro
,'-.-— Ra A.ﬁlc r
ORCGINAL STATMZNT KCHELON, £ TDEC iin 2332/7/5
- . c 0P Y |
C Statemont made by Hc.727 Pte ORCHARD #.4.10th ¥.G.C.
C re H0.224 Pte LEE L.E. 10th M.3.C.
p an 38 ng 8.' . .
2 R - Bhe -oply men missling from my ccmpany on the 7th Juane
S wers Privats R.REVEL end Private LEE (regimental number end

fnitinls unknown). A few woeks later I heard ihad from Private
R.REVEL by poat from a hospital in Frangs, 8ix weeks to two
‘months after 7th June, it wasa annoanced on parads that one of
our met with our colours on had been buried by the pioneers, but

that the body was too decomposed to be recdgnisablz. Ho 0
vrdentification was taken from the bodye. ) VIS
3 gl

o Qg daeed B R
. - ) \513" -

' (' Dated et King Jeorge Hospital ~ thio 271;h day of November 1917.

' (3ga} W.A., ORCHARD

Stetement made and signed before me '
o (9gd) G. HCPFMARNN.
' Ilieut'

. D aun
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10%h Keg. Gun Coe

noounded & Ziissing”

Le To

LB,
224.

Ptoe.

db-ls"’]

ngesusalty =4S wounded by the same snell thut wounded

ne Bt Messinas on the Jth June, 191.7.

froo.
enongh stretohers.”

Informent:-

private address:-
sea Lake, Vic.

E.i‘ .B.

28/11/17.

He wvas wounded ip the

He was left there whon 1 =S taken rway =8 there were not

Pte. I L. SﬁBcey,
¥o. 6079, 10th mso. Gun Co.

AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS INFORMATION BUREAU-MELBOURNE.

L



A.M.G.C. 10. LEE, L.E. 224.

W/4 June 8th 1917,

I kaew L,E.Lee very well, He was one of the lst
Reinf. and belonged to No. 1 sestion. We came over from
Halbourne together on the 26th iay 1916, He wag 8 tall man
atout 5ft 1, with light red hair ard he &# fair with 2
pleasant apuvearansc and about Z2 or 23 years of age. I do
pot know an$thing about his private 1ife but Inthink he came
Prom Richmond near Helbovrne and that he played football for
Riohmond. I waa told by Pte F.1.J.¥e Coffey 27 of Jeotion 4
who knsw Y.ae that he had B&8W NIm lying in & trench badly
woznded about the 7th or 8th June during the attack on Messies.

Goffeathpugh‘b tha% Iee could no%t recover from his wounds.
Wedretainaed possessicn of our ground.

Inf: QU3 A.R.V.Symons. 123,
No. 7 C.C. .o

BOULOGHE. 14,9.17
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g.‘:’-.{}.c. 10. LEE. nlE' 224’

/M June 8th 1917.

Pte Youlk, of the same company told me that,
thomgh woundea himself, he carrisd Lee bask on the 8%th Juns
from the Grean Tine to the Blaak Iine. HEee was badly vounded
and Moult w@as too done up to o8YIY him Further, so lefi him
in & treuch in tbe Black Iine. 1zeult went to the Horton
Wab Tcapital, Epsom, but is now in Salisbury Plain.

Taf: P4a F.E.Baornebt . 1789,
do. 2 Army Resat Canmp,
BCUILCEAN. 15,9.17. HHE

: | ) .
A}'c\"-imk P Nl F "'I,'-—_’
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A.I-?. 10th ¥.C.C. LGB. L%
224,
¥/, June £/17.

*I knew L.F. Lso well, as he #as on oy gun. I havs h:=d a letter
from my chum, Pte, sarzer of 18 6.9 Co _AeI,F. ngy_in France.
to say that L.Ze ("pick”) Lee diwd on nis #ay oul after ths
push at Messines on June “th."

Eye-witnﬁ‘ss. Tio. LA, Barser, 10 K.G.C, A-Io?-

Descriotion:- Knex hiu we'll, Hic faither's addrzss is
40 Gardiner Street, Fienmond, Victoria,

Informant:~ Pte. Ruddick, 111, 10 1i,G.,Co A LT
nichmond wilitary iHocspitai, Grove licad.

g
AQCﬁm?hell. \J Loy
27494174

- G it
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AUST. H, G, C. 10%h LER. L.B. 824.

W & K. 8.6.17.

I knew L.R.Lee well, He came from Richmond near Melbourne.
1 do not think his Ho. was as high as 224, As far as I kunow
he was the only Lee in the Ooy. He wasg a very %all, maasive
men with 1ight red hair, eand about 24 oz 25. I was told by
Lese's great friend namad Frank Coffsy, that %he last he
saw of Leo was on a stretohsr with two stretoher besrers. ILee
was then badly woundsd, I have haeard nothing about him aince.

Reforence: Pte. R, B. Hunt, 68, Fo.3 Seot.

Ho.l Qon.Camp.
Boulogne. 29.9.17.
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10th Msch Gun Coy.

nyounded & Missing 8.6.17"

Re L.E.Lee. ill I can do is +o tell you all I know concerning him
to the begt of’'my sbhilityh as 1 was woundei & few hours later my-
gelf. 224 L.B.Lee 10th Machine Gin Coy. was about 6 feel in height,
well built, with euburn hair. His age I cannot siate, put he was
gomething like 20. He wes wounded very badly on the 8.6.17 st
Messines and ss he wa3 slongside of me, T was sble to attend to his
woundse. He couldnft be moved at that time as we had no stretchers

I was sttending him up till the time when I got hit myseif, so I
hed to leave Him there with other mounded men. As fer ss I know
they were 21l move: back, meenwhile I don't tnink he could have been
taken prisoner, although he may have been buried.

Letter from:- ~. T Mol Tid)

Granthem
London. 2.10.17.
4.10.17. Ooff.M.



4 “a:.nbf 'ét snﬁghella ‘Parn: Messines.
was standlng-and: ‘2aversly wounded -

'whare I’

‘gad ih ompany. wi “Ho.2%% P%e Lee BiE.

‘A~ 'shell lsnded:1in

nnd.n ‘1o ‘thg ‘oest_of my*sbnity

R



AM.G.8. 10. IRE, L. E. 224.

W/1 June Bth 1917,

This was at Messines. He was ocarrying up ammnition
and was wounded by shell, 1 hesrd the same night thaé '
but ocannot rsmsmbsr the name of informaibfl, Thare wad a
report afterwards that he had been taken Bo hospital, but
this was an error and we gould obtain no frace of him when
the enquiry was taken up iater. Deseripiion; tall, fair,

13 or 14 stona.

Inf: Pte W.A.O0rohard. 727,
Ho. 14 General
BOULOGHE . 13.10.17.
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Ceteber 4th, 1917,

Ire. TevaTCuls,
10. zehine Guzn Coy,AlI.Fe,
Leecr.ine Gun Treirping Bettalion,
Beliton Park, Granthem.
Dear Fte. Houls,
We wieh to thank you for your reply in esncwer to our

O'Fﬁ h

eacuiry concerning 224 Pte, I.,E.Lee
,acﬁiﬁ ﬁun-coy,
CT £.1,F.

The information snd deteils youn heve sent will bs of mmeh
seaistance fio us amd of -yslue %o ouar enquirers.
fie regret $0 leern that yon were wourded at the same

time ag Pte. Lee and sincorely trust that you are now meXing
good progress towards recovery.

Yours {eithfully,

SECRET *RY. 9‘0
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Ootobsr 10th, 1917.
Pte, F.I.d.00ffey,
1Cth Hzchine Gue Coy,
A.I.F. -
Dear Fte. Coffey,
We have to thank yon for your letter in answer to

onr enquiry concerniug ﬁ@ﬁb;ﬁ,xee,
o IOﬁhaﬁﬁghine Gun Coy,
e Y

The cleer end detasiled informeticn you heve sent will be
of ruch sseistanoe to us, end of velwe to our enguirers.
We thank yow very muon for the high tribate yom have

paid to the late soldier's memory, we are sure that his

_reietives will be very conforted to leera of it,

Pleass sccept our sincere sympathy in the loss of .
your fitend.
Yours fadthfdlly,

SECRETARY
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