Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing
Enquiry Bureau files, 1914-18 War
1DRL/0428

3496 Lance Corporal
Andrew John Forbes

53rd Battalion
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A. I'.?O
uycunded & Missing 31 e3e17e™
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Descrdption; . Was in A.Coy. tell, wih moustache,
rather gingery complexion,
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53rd Battn,. &oIoFa_
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537 Ae I, Fa, Forbes, L/Cpls AeT., 3496,
- A+ Company, - - -

¥, & ¥, March 3ist 1917,

Informant states that “On Saturday 30tY?larch 1817, we were
out on patrol when Forhea was phot on the stomach and we left hinm for
dead, Cunmins and Leister also of the same Coy., wWere with me, but
I cannot say what becams of them,®

Fye ¥Witness: Yesn.
Devscription: Game-cvay Called®Andy*® tall, dark,
Informanti:~- L/Cpl. Jehn Grier, 1918,
53xrd Aad Ie Fo; Ao CQy.. 3 Pltne.,

*Bummerlea * Hoep:
East Finchley.

Fome nddress:-- 341, Erighton R& , ih\
8. Croydon, Surrey. * AN
1.6.17. | <
Y

Hyl.Hewson. I, 4
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" had to be left near the German lines, Forbes was about 5'11%,thick-set,

 'b3rd. Australlans.

Forbes, L/°P165$g; 5496,
(W.& ¥, dar. 51/1?.) .

® There was a L/cpl.Forbes in A Co who was shot in the stomach by a
rifle or machine gun bullet about Mar,3ist,., close to the village of

Dangueas(?). Pte, Bogen of the 63rd Australians, A Co., tried to bring
Forbes 1n but he wae too heavy fZor him, Owing to heavy shell fire he

SO RN

fair hair & moustache & about 34 yrs. of age,” -
Eyewitness:~
Description:~

Informant:- Pte, William Plummer, 2470.
-- brd, Australians, A Co.,-II Plat,
Tooting,
Home address:~ Long Creek, Via Mudgee, N,3.¥,
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4- o paTdoEal ¥noeladge. of vz L
;"9596 ?:ﬁ‘ta’& Wiliens 4007 gard- Btn &3-4 -
188:31.8:17 ?ill ong-pRs ave Weea ret'e:m-:..

iz} *Ans%v&}ia. Hﬂl*m ghated. %o ma hatihs sBW. E‘o:rbaa
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6324 A, L.F, - 3/cpl. A. J, FORBES. qg&_

7 &M 31.3.17.
Informant states that Porbes was sent out on 8 night

‘patrol on ¥arch %lsi., Informant was also ome of the party

which oonsisted of 20 men. 3 men Were wounded, one of them
being Forbes. Unfortunately he had to be ieft where he fell,
and two davs afterwards, when our men advenced ovsr this ground,
no trace of him wasfever could be found.
Reference: Sgt Iorking, 3373.
Fo,1l Con.Camp Buchy lir,Rouen. 9.6.17.
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53rd A. IQ F. » ?Orbeﬁ. L/L‘plt A.J. ] %&b
. 9. & M, Yarch 3ist 1217,

*t /onl. Grepr . f A COXe, (53rd AoI.Fo) toid we that
Torses wae anot in the stuach &nd was lelt lying wrainst the
Cerran wire as he was unahie to atend the pain of teing }ifted.
mwig was or. & pebrol near ~urdries ? al about the end of Yarch
or veginning of April. (reer iB now sounded in Fngiend, and will
ha aviz to wive further dstailse” el

Tye Witwness: Ho, twld ty L/Cpl. Greer, A.Cove., 5324 AeloFoe

Description: A well pullt Icishmun, about 6ft, high, with
fair moustachue

Infcrmants=- Tte, A. Be 2ell, 2030,
5303 Aa.1e Fay Ae CoYe, I Plth.'
Fichiond ilitary Hospltal,
Grove Teoad.

' Home addressi-- 0% /ﬁ
A.GeCampball, /

T 4
19,8417 . iu- di/c %u.u«: ?L:-"Jf’LJS-\u?_
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6th dnly; 191%
PORBIS; L/0pl. Acds 9498

¥ 8 R3.177

5 punbar agy

Iinfomaant: Pte. E- wm. 3469

83rd mzstralim. 4 Coe; 15t Plinc;

mtranan chonas

/?‘L)( Q.‘" /? ‘\ \L} '/1 ‘Pp CMR

Piaboon. Ho was living in Raw Geuth Wales
the Horsh of Irslandi I THEk ke kad been
1 ke also epoka abont tmﬂ.nf" Bis ckrigiisn
03285 givem 48 ghout carrect.
s with tho 11tk Rimforssmants to the 4th battsiiom,
ths nen wesro STaneferred to the B63rd batinliom.
seme platoon with Mz aud cew kW PFegulariy: ,
by 1/0pls J5 Grogan o2 A O6ei 1ot Plime thal ho hsd seen
pavezely womndsd about ths stomsSh wdet b on - .
1 and that thay had to leave Kmn beMin&. ¥iic was
nileg direotly in fraxt of Bapawme. I ssw the patril
» 8nd both the nen wre in 4t undez the ocmnagnd of
Mth of “A Cos, ZndFita,
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o - In the esrly hours of the mornias of Merch the 30t T took ont &
- apacisally gelected Tig :t1nn patrol on o grecicl miggion. L/Cpl. Torbes
1 gas ohz of the prriy. s hed » smsrt sersp wiln the enery, guriag
i 4.l wnieh L/Cn Forbas§ Wt wul“ﬂeﬂ in +he stomici. Trentnally we were
- "}forcaa to f@*ire ond T datailed & 0 af2 g rrins Porbeg beoke IH"
ST afterwards reporta thoh Torpes rod dind of Touads snd thed We hofabesn
... =mble tc get him back 21 ancaunt of the invense riTie firve. Cavercl
[ daye sfterwaris ~han the eneny retired, the post waE vizited by an cfl-
) jcer, ~ho reporied nut there were na graves, Bod 09 bod iez 17ins =bott.
B Heisht 6717 Complarion fair, claan ghaven, thin, biue 27cS.
Tet ter Iroms-
Cant. %. Z. Smith,
Fronce. £2,5.17,
f-('f London. orellt.
B 24.7.17.
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‘Hounded nnd Kiasing"

LT Kilié_d. in Acticn 31.3.17, prev. reported ??_ﬁn&ed and
. -Missing ' - '

Cert, by 4.I.7.EY9irs 10.32.17.

' London. .
19,i8,17,
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July 9th, 1917,

“ Capt. W. E. Smith,

53rd BEthn- AT oFe
B. B. Fe

‘Dear 3ir, _
7le have to thank you very much for your letier of June
£9th 1n‘ angwer to our enquiry concerning: |
3496 L/Cpl. A. J. FORBES, 53rd Ba’ telion, A.I.F.

The clear an& aehauea 111’:‘01-'1151+ ion yon have given will

" be of much ecssistance to us und of value to our enguirers.

VD

oo Secretary.

Yonurs feithfully,
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Do not correspond on spaces below, oniy answer the questions! 14

Enguiry Degartment for Wounded, Missing and Prisoners of War.

Y
» 2"\ BRITISH RED CROSS SOCIETY,
Jf 51 Dawson Street, DUBLIN.

Please make the following enquiry, and include name in printed list :—

Rank \e:_ofb‘{\i _ Full Name oA, 9. ,?~ o-fLQ)-'u) " §od

. o -, Add
Number. 3'-! ? b Regiment ' atta]ion_!.‘)__ﬁ:,_;—__:_"

[ - v =l
Company (this is essential) S Rlateor— 1§ - &.@%m -

- Where was he fighting ? & Stemn Date of last letter?

Has any official notification been received—if so, what, and from whom ? (date of casualty
' o "
essential)_— W, T M qoman 31T Sloacdn, 1917

1t + "}
T L rm——

L.

CARLTON toust 1E ¥
I any envelopes addressed to him have been returned, how are they marked and dated ?

Have you enquired at any other office of the Society or taken other steps to

investigate ?

Was he a good correspondent ?

Enquirer’s name (Reabear Mg R AR Miss) q QAN Z anren
gy BED CRGIS CIETY,
o0 ANGH.

Relationship of Enquirer to max@\ﬂg&ﬂq_JJM_Date of Enquiry_ig/_%a%
b A(Jf pn

Address ¢, {n

R@IARKS:M cuu‘aj.;: cﬂo m_m.& AL (nM

-
L]

Q) _
R X
\J

A

N.B.—You will greatly assist our difficult work it you will kindly inform us directly you get any further
definite news from sources other than this office,
{For further ramarks see over
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September 17th, 1217,
iiisg Jeae Torbes,
G/ o Q.R,C.S.,
S/ o bLahiin Branck,
51, Dowsoa 3t, DUBLIN.
Dear Hadamn,
We sre very sorry to inform you of c. further
anofficisl report seunt through Eead Querters sbout
Ho 5:96 1L/Cpl.A.J.Forbeap
£3rd Battrliou,
KLY,
confirming the evidence elready sent you end strepthening
our worst fears as to his fate.

§o 1918 1/Cpl. J.Gued, of the seme unit, gave evidence
to the effect thet he wes ont on petrol with L/Gfl.?orbes when
he wae bedly wounded in the stomech, some seventy yerds distent
from hir. Informant who was slso wounded crewled 1o him but
foucd that he was too seriously wournded to spesk ani within a
very femw minﬁtes his death too0k plece.

¥Ye ere sincerely sorry %o send you these reports but we
fear that there is very little hope of his belng alive, should

we obtein eny further news you mey rest assnred thket ve shell

gend it to you as we know how terrivly herg it is to endure
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3ilence eoné suspense.
. ] Apsuring you ¢f our sincere sympathy in your
- great snxiety.

Yours fedthfnlly,

SECHETﬁﬂfnﬁia ;%b7ﬁf£;L5c2F, 62/ [éfi_



o.;th Decemb~r, 1817.

g wias Jane Forbes,
o ¢/o British Rel Croas 3ociety,
1 Dawson Strest,
Tnwblin.

= T | Deer iaden,

Re L/Cpl.h.d.FGARTS t 356, 53rd Petn, A.COF, A.I.F.

e A e e

Tg deeply réérewtﬂto inform you that ihe sbove solii r
who was previously reported wou-ded cnd misping 10 now reported
1i1led in scticn on tre 21t Yarch, 1%17.

i ve mre meking further enquiries 1n the ‘hope of leerrning
O full deteils of his death and will irmediateiy fornard to yon RGY
informetion that se reqeive.

agsuring you oi our sinoere sympafiy in your loss,

, Yours feithfully,

i SPCIFTARY.

;- U7 7 74‘-’7
‘t’ .



