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Informent: statas-.t.hat ‘on or; abont. Aug. 27t.h atter 1 :
Bay the' fiemral inpresaion ‘was that. above must have bsen .
r/shell. fire,: Informant stated that our men were not -

1 ;:ear enough’ distance of -enemy.-t0_have been taken risoner 3
Wors: e:poaad to tarriﬁo ﬁ.re or shrapnol hz'gh_exp:_l.;g;m

..”Dmafoni Beahan, 48931, | '
| # Nmn.ua... MG-L Hofﬁ‘zhhea
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,Abant August 28 1n Auatra].ia ?sney - .0n the axtreme 1e£t of the
--Auetrelien 1ine 4 witneds gent him and Pto W.Heap togothar shout

- 4118 p.n. to’connect up™-with Coli Adams of 14 A.XI.F. by telephone,
7 bt Col." Adsme’sent them patl with Zirst line of the charge.

i’hosr ¥Ere. nover. ‘found again, ‘but tho telophene wire thoy were

S ng wes_tracad right up:-to the Turkish irench. - i‘hey then “‘eut
“ 7 out" all 1inag axcopt this ono:and’ could hear someons's voice

o at-tho end. of it, but eauld rot diotinguich the words.

S About B £t 9 - 13 geers - alsgn.ghsven - durc - oomo from. idelbournc.:
Eaap was m gor0 signal t:ection but oame from Jestern Austrslis.
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VVV'A.F.E. - HILT: _
' 2 Div, Sig. Go. dig. ®. 903,

e e udanidh

. ﬁitneas says Hill and he were in he same section, and that there
waa only one man named H111 in the section. On 27.8 15 there was a

ockarge from Hbrring's Fost, and witness was in the obaservetion tren
ch acting a8 orderly to General Honash. Two signellers were detsil
ed, to go with the 14th Battn and Xeep up cormunication. Witness
saw_giii-passthroqgh the observation tremch on his vay to Herringa
Post to report, and after that he never Sew him. The charge was
practically & failure, owing to the whole ground being enfiladed

LI by mzohine guns.

S Ref:~ 3ap, L.G, Selwood, 646, 3 PR¥dging Section, 2 D.S. C.
14,1.16, ' 1st 3tat. Hosp. J.smaiiia, Egypt. ]
W.J,Isbister, 5
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‘Bpr ¥, 903,

e ﬂ.tneu vent ﬂth Kul ll'.l! xeap ‘as rar as the headqmterl ‘
of: the 14th Btn, Australis- Gxlly,:on Aug 27, ‘whey Joined up with the
I4th-Btn and went out in’ the: ﬁnt 1ine of ¥harge., Both Hill & Heap
ure ‘earrying: £iel6: telephonu with wizves attschsd. They would make a
excellent mark for bulletas’ ‘They Were never seen again, ‘They are the
,_ol_ﬂy two zmen- atosing from- ‘the. coxpany. Everybody in the ooy .believes
" they were" l:ﬂlcd, thom no direot ﬂidence hal yet deen ncurad to ‘

-'--ﬁhu thn.t. _
Ror. Cpl E.l'mu 661
' ' ] Div, él :
- o/s Bau, G:lzs, cum
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L s
. 2nd Signal Company, ch

.-Auptralien Force,
Hi.‘ll, 8apper !., 903

(Reported lliss:lng .Tuly 27th 1915)
‘ : ,mﬁc/'} —r]?u. .
) Infomant states "I wag orderly attaohed to the 2nd
__-'Bignal Company, 4th Hrigade, Headquarters for 16th Batte HeQe
- from August 5th- to 3rd Beptember. I was alternating duty with
- -Feap-and Hill up to ‘about the :third week in August and saw them
-~ last when they were sent out to. lay wires abotit 16th or 17th Aug
in Australiesn Gully. They. vent out during the advance towards
-. Hi11 971 at Anzac and never returned. When we ‘got to” the Turkish
' .trenches the wires had been laid but ‘there was no trace of Heap
- or Hill or telephones. Date should be amended to 17th August,.
- Fer all I lnow they may be prisonere but they were certainly not
, 'miasing 27th .‘j’uly L Infomant wasg not an eye-witnesa. '

Reference. 8ignaller W.H. Otley, 2249,
: 16th Aust. Headquarters,
orderly to 4th :Br:lgade H.Q..
Harefield Hospital, Middlesex.
London Home address:

'ﬁth Agrﬂ. '16 1, Brierley Road, Leytonstone, Essex. x‘ r.




S EmEL, .
CRE Spr. F. No. 903.
7.7 Reported’ Nissing, sugust. = Judeuisle
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oA Informant, states thet the above casuslty with Spr. W
Heap, was attached to the 4th Bgde. H. Q's Signellers’ Seation at
Australis Gully, Anzac on the 28nd August. Informant was in charge
of the section and on the 22nd-August, sent these two men to report
,to;cqlogel.4daha;toroqnqeqt_np'oommnnications with Hs Q's, as the
~.Colonel was taking up new ground. . Informant further states that
-, the. casuaslties ware sent on with the troops into the firing line -
. instead: of remaining back with Colonel Adams. About 7 0'clock in-
* “formant report to Gemeral Honash that the casnalties were missin s

. '&nd sent out men to search for them, and they reported that the °té‘le-

- <. vhone wires they had teken out to run, ran straight through to a -

" Turkish trench. - Informant is therefore etrongly of opinion that they
. are prisonmers. - Informant reported what had happened to General - '
- . Monagh, whereupon the. General instructed the informant to cut tde

. wires to prevent information going to the enemy. which ifforment

.. " accordingly did., all ‘the officers thought: that the Turks had taken

c ~our men into-the trench ‘with the telerhone wires in order to securs
AUSTRALIAN RED "CROSS INFORMATION BUREAU-MELBOURNE. S
= - . - 'n“—l l/
| = _ | kiﬁﬁﬁ*“f
© and Di?- Sigt 2 - HIIIII,
*  Coy. Engrs. Spr. F. No. 903.

. \) cormunioatior with our trenches. Informant is more convinced that
' the casualties were both taken prisoners, owing to the faot that the

cepualty Hill was dressed in & bizarre manner with short tnicks and
a shirt display. They searched fhe intervening groung with & peri-
s8cope and saw gll the dead lying in front of the trench, but could saee
nothing of the casuslty Hill, vhose body would have been noticed owing
to hig peculiar dress, so they came to the concludion that both
casualties were taken prisoners.

Ref:- Cpl. W, Greham,

Private address, Ho. 652, 2nd Div. Sig. Coy. _
87 Cecil Street, Attached to the 4th Bgde. H.3,
South Mwlbourne.
H.A.B.
27/4/1s.

. AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS INFORMATION BUREAU-MELBOURNE.
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if AﬁﬂIG88 of returnad soldier.~

Drain (late COrporal)

Engineers & Signallera Seotion
BN ‘Bage Recorda O:Efice, |

St. Xilda Road.

m
Srd Section
 znd Div. Sig. Co.,
Attached to 1l4th Battallion,

SRR . 4th Infantry Brigade.

Sapper l:'. Hill - ‘Fo. 903,

oy comué;hdéd by General Monash.

Taken. out by Col. Adams.
Officislly reported missing August 27th/15..

Have aleo reoeived similar reporta from Y.M.C.A., British

7 Red Grosa and Sa.lvation Army




COPRY.

OOHITE IRTERVATIONATL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

AGEHGE IHTERBATIOHAL DES PBISOHHIERS DE GUERRE
i Please refer to

A.5306.
J‘:_ lI?B._?.'A; Hill ' Geneve, 12th Jan. 1916.
Dear Madsm,

We greatly regret that at present we are unsble to

L B T . . - 4. ! -
Z2i-. . glve you any news regarding your eon, Sapper No,903 F.Hill. A&thhbejﬁ

_ The 1lists of the Red Crescent Sooiety, which we have
reoeive& up to date, 40 not bear his name; neither does a list, sent
us by the American Embagsy 2t Constantinople.
_ Ag the Turkish Government does not issue any lists,
_theaa are for the Pregent our only sources of information.
- You may be essured however, that ahould anything

definite abont your son reech us, we shsll let yon know without
delay. '

?;—i . - Yours very faithfully,

. - COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX ROUGE,
SR . K.L.
o ' ' Geneve

}7;' | ' | Agande Des Prisomniers de Guerrs.

We have sent 4 line condensed copies of the enclosed letters to
Sapper Eill, this being the allowed length., We return the originals

: Poatoarda of 4 lines unstamped - unstamped are preferable for writing
'Qto !nrkey. '




'MUDROS WEST,
23,9,15.

_ Daar xra. & Kr, Hill

It is with great regret that I find 1t my duty to aend

yOﬁ:thoaé few lines. Your son Fred was sent out on the 26th of last

- month with another lad nsmed Walter Heap, to lay & telephone line to

| the,txéhohea. and I am gsorry to say neither of them returned, I have |
-séarqhed uveryihererand.sent to different hospitals to see if I could

'JIind-dny trace'of them. but unfortunately up to now I have not dis-

_ eovered any { There was8 & fair number of men killed that day, snd I

am,almoat sure that your boy was not amongst them, after the battle

was quiet I aant -1 party'ont to look for them, and slso to see 1f they
| were amongstuthe dead, alas not & sign of them could be seen, it is my 3

firm opinion that they were both osptured, and if that be the case

"they-will ‘be far safer as prisomers that at the fromt. I will still
- keep.my aearch up end any thing thet turns up I will let you know at

o once, at present tho Bde are avay on holideys so cannot do much for a -

while, h0p1ng your boy ia safe I will close this note
From -
Sgt. A. P. Day,
2nd Div. 3ig. Coy.,
4th Inf. Bde.




cCoPrPYy.

IEFORMATION BUREAU,

AUSTRALIAN RED CRO3S SOCIETY,
Vietorien Division,

HELBOURRE, March 3rd, 1916.

Mr. P. T. Hil11,
_ !!leﬂ .
Wills 8t. X B V.

Dear Sir, ' }Upﬁiﬁx:ajc

Re Sapper F. Hill, Ho. 903, 2nd Div. 3ig. Coy. Engrs,-

. Referring to your inguiry in this metter atout this soldier,
a8 oeble was sent by us to our Egyptian Agents on the 4th Hovember, but
we hsve not yet received their Pinal report on the matter. We have,
however, received statements by fellow soldiers which we send to you

. for what they are worth, but they are not to be considered as copelug-

- ive of the matter.-

. %. Dunsford Beshan MNo. 48981, 4th Horthern Gereral Hospital,
Linooln, on the 29th Rovenber, stated tnot on:; or about August 27th,
.afterdsnding 2%t Suvla Bay, the genersl impression was thet your son
, ~must have been Rilled by shell fire. Informant stated thazt our men
. a WOTe not within enough distance of enemy to have been taken prisoners
T but they were exposed to terrifig fire of snrapnel end high explosive
: e ' Bhﬂlau

i'r.

Sapper L.G.Selwood, Ho. 646, 3rd Bridging Section, 2nd Div.
Signellers' Coy., on the i4th Jan, steted that your son end he were in
the seme seotion and there was no other msn of the neme of Hill in
that Section. On the 27th Aug. there was a charge from Herring's
Poat end informant was in the observation trench, seoting as orderly
to General Monash. Two signallers were detsiled to go with the
l4th Battalion and keep up communication, Informant saw Hill pass
throngh the observation trench on his way to Herring's Post to report,
and alter thet he did not see him again, The charge wsas prectically a
feilure, owing to the whole ground being enfilesded by maohine gund,

Cpl. W. Drein, Nio., 652, 4th Bgde. H.Q. Staff, states that
about August 28th, in Australias Velley, on the extreme left of the
Australian line, witness sent him and Pte. V. Heap together about
4.15 p.m. to conneot wp with Col, Adams of 1l4th Bin. by telephone,




" March Brd, 1916 -

J8a

;bnt 001. Adams sent them out with first linefof charge. They ware
. never: found again. ‘but’ the telephone wire they'were garrying wes '

otracad Tight up to the Turkish trench, They then "cut out" all

- 1ines- sxoept- thig one and could hear someone's voice at the end of -

-'1t but oonld not- diatinguish the words. - ‘ o

' ir Cpl. Drain desoribes Sappar Hill as sbout 5! 9", 19 years,
,:clean shaven, dark, ceme from Melbourne. Heap was in ‘Ehe 8ame signal
j._aaotion but CaDe from ¥. Australias.

Yours faithfully,
~ J. BEACHAM KITDLE, -

Hon. 8eoretary,




COPY,
INFORMATIOR BUREAU,
AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY,
VICTORIAH DIVISIOHN,
HELEOURHE, 15th Msy, 191s6.

Mr, P. T. Hilli,

nlerr ,
Wills Street,
E EBE W,
Deer Sir, ':{/Uad.'_i,u‘- -
o

re Spr. P. Hill, No. 903, 2nd Div. Sig. Coy. Engrs.

Since writing you on the 19th Ksarch, we have obtained the
under mentioned report from a returned soldier named Cpl. W, Drain,
No. 652, 2nd Div. Sig. Coy. and whose private address is 87 Ceoil
Street, South Melbourne.

Informant etates that the above casualty with Bpr. W. Hesp,
was attached to the 4th Bgde. H. Q'a Signallers’ Section st Australia
Gully, Anzac on the 22nd August. Informant was in charge of the
gsection and on the 22nd August, sent these two men to report to
Colenel Adams to conneet up communicetions with H. Q's, as the
Colonel was taking up new ground. Informent further states that the
casualties were sent on with the troops into the Tiring line instead
of remaining back with Cbionel Adams. About 7 o'clock informant
reported to Generzl Monash that the casualties were missing, and sent
out men to search for them, &nd they reported that the telerhone wires
they had taken out to run, ran straight through to & Turkish trench.
Informent is therefore strongly of opinion that they are prisoners.
Informant reported what had happened to Genersl Monash, whereupon the
General instructed the informant to cut the wires to prevent informa-
tion going to the enemy, which informant accordingly did. All the
officers thought that the Turks had taken our men into the trench
with the telephone wires in order to smecure communieation with our
trenches. Informant is more convinced that the casudities were both
taken prisoners, owing to the fact thet the casualty Hill was drsssed
in a bizarre manner with short knicks and & shért display. They
gsearched the intervening ground with e periscope and saw all the dead
lying in front of the tremch, but could see nothing of the casuslty
Hill, whose body would have been noticed owing to ke his peculiar
dress, 80 they ceme to the conclueion that both casmalties were taken
prisoners.

Tou will understand that the above is & statement by a
fellow soldier and we do not vouch for its gocuracy but send seme to
you for what it is worth,

Yours faithfully, J. Beacham Kiddle,
Hon. Seoretary.
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Aug. 17, 1816.

Dear Mr. Addison,

Thank you for sending 1ists of New Zealand enjuiries,
which I have passed on to the Secretary who deals with tham here.
I am afyaid, however, that most of the cases are too old for there
t0 be much hope for obtaining information about them now.

The Hew Zealanders have long been talking of establishing
their own Red Cross Enquiry Bureau, dbut the concern is not yet :lnv
running, and in the meantime the Britlish Office doss what it can
| holoccok
As to the case of SBapper H. _}%_;_1_. 903,

.

3rd Seot 2 Div., 8ignal Co.,
Atte 14th Batt., A.I.F.

for thea.

to which you refer, I talked this over with ¥iss Deakin gestexday,

‘and we £ind that a good deal of information has been sent through

pénce the letter referred to was written to you. 1 am afraid at
the present time there is praotically nothing more that we can do,
and it s no use keeping his name any longer on the list for genesral
enquiry, as all evidence that i1s likely to be obtainable is alreandy
in her hands.

¥We bvelieve tiat we have received from Constantinople the

lists of all prisonexe, who wers taken in Gallipoli, and so far as
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 we know, there is mo difﬁculty in their comunicating direct with
their own friends, thongh this a slow pIocess.
I fear (‘between oureelvae) that there is very 1itt1e hnpe
- 4mfteed, if any, of our ever hearing of more Australian prisonm B
._taken in Gallipcli thm those we already know of. At the sans-
time, as you are probably a.ware, the system in vogue at the
Fnguiry Bureau kesps a "l[iésing" man's mme always on the list of.
. possible priscners, though it 1s taken off ths pri&e list for

enquiries smongst soldiers, who have never been themselves prisonera,

as really after all this time, and after ths usual information has
been colleoted, them 1s no object in blocking the searcher's list

with obsolete names.

Yours sincerely,

Iar:
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