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: 1 knew Nettle very well. He was on Gaa gusxd in the
town of Ypres on a Bunday night in Beptember. A shell came abous
midnight and killed him instantly. The stretolay benrars came
round at onge but he was dead when they found him, He was very
psll 1ikad and & goed pard. L Xnow that he would have & grave,

but I 4id not see him burieds .

Informaﬁt: Pits Shiel, 641Y '
4%h Australian General Hospital
"RANDWI -

Hl.8,H,
19/3718 SYDNEY BURBAU.

20%¢h Battalion, A.Z.F. HE?TLE. .
: Private A.W, 952,

WKTLLED. 16+9¢17."

Infermant described Nettle as about 5 feet 7 inokes high,
stout build, madium complexion, eged about 30/35.

Informant states that they both belonged te "C" Company. On
or about 16,9,17 the Battalion was in billets nst far from Ypres
waiting te go into the:line., - Ee was told by eye~witnessos thst

' Nettls end another ohag:were on ges guard during the might, sitting

. LIS

LT

Just next te the Comyany's Travelling Kitohen vhich was ineide an
014 411, when & shell osms over, portion of which hit him and killed
him outright. Informant did not see him hit, but #&w his bady after
the Pioneers had praparsd him for burial., FHo had seen him alive
_;:rriigr in tha day, He had no doubt that Hettle had been dsséntly
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INPORMAAT:» Private W. H. MoGusarr, 5051,
0.003‘. 2oth B&ttalion, A.: CP.

o g Tome addzens: 89 Alnaby Road, STANMORE, e
v.E, et
m‘.f&u:tranan Genaral :
Hespital, Randwick, SYDEEY BURBAV.
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' K. Sept 16th 1817, Dats D/B.

Hettle fma an otiéinhl member, and I had knowm him

" ever siboe I was-in the Battalion. - He was killed one night

sbout Sept 18thxonm bridge guerd behind the lines, and would be
buried by our ploneers I cannot give particulars myself dué
they asid he was killed outright. -He would be sure to bs

buried as 1% was before the Bept 20th stunt started, and was

hehind the lines., I cannot give the nams of anyone as raference
but 3t s not mere rumour. We slways enquired carefully about

N .any of the old hands..

Inf: Pte J.A.Pratt. 3861, B.Transport.
Bo. 64 Gen Hosp.
BOULOGHE. 23.7.1918.

vy " RN

. ‘rv——--v'-l-". ‘



LT P, o "" et _.—* f"u I 'h*"--*"""f‘-

Both. .&m:allans. L  Netsle, A, W. sBE,

,t. sayum: 13/1917. © Dets.  D/B.

I mw n:lute Hettle, C.. conpm. en origiml man, sbhout 30, shore.

:-s'i.z.x.m f34r, olesn-ahaven, °I-wus with him on Qes Guerd &% Sho bd §

“HA1Y 8t ! es in Septemuor 1917 when he wes killed instantly by a ghel

- owR 3/1!“:-:: tooi: ‘83r08s $he Canel S0 owr nonur & I 8aw thom®
L _ seuing his body up the noxt: uamin?. ,&;BJ .mjmrzmg.
“ Battalion, o. Conpany, Honuta. 11 ble to hare the arnve in.
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- Infie :Erimta. 3.. A Eritohaz!. 3859,
'%tho Australians. QC. 10.
. Austrelian Conv, Camp,

"Kounelles, -
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attle “aee. and angther man narer"cn‘ghqrd over German priscuers

fo; airunned hcmae gbont 40 ya;ds. from.where I “ﬁ'e - A ‘Bhell- cama
: 1;’&1‘ the. houae ttla ‘and “the’ cther

chap:"ran cut’ ta 3ee and’ they" e_re 'wcunﬂed. lettle ‘wes very badly -
#onnded 37T saw Win-oarried ewsy’.'on s stretcher:and. heard he. dled "
-beforat reaching 'b'he dressing ‘5tation. ‘-..Ne were rboth in the same -

platoon-' of A-EO- EERERR R I RS

f'L raliable witness. )
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. 20th  Ba. CNE, LE; A W 952

Ky ‘Sept.16/17. Det. D/B.

'.He'waé;killéd by & shell &b the Cloth Hall at Ypres.

' ‘_He-was'sitting'pnza.heap of rations, I did not see nim killed
~ bdt I often passed the.place carrying rations, and was shown
. the place ths next day and saw.a pool of blood on the ground.

He was buried in the.Cemetexry near, by our Chaplain, who has

"_since then returned to Amstralia. I knew Pte.Catar, since

xilled, who made a cross for Hettle's.grave. . lletils was in

_the original draft from Australia and were the "A" badge which
‘marked the men of the earlier drafts. He was fairly big and

ta1l (5'10") about 20, weighed about 11 stone, clean shaven
with 1ight brown halre - :

| Refgrencé: Pte.A.Drysdale, 5569, C.XI,
NW  ¥wo.1 stationary, Rouern, 1.5.18.
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XK. Sept 16th 1917, Detse,
C) 7 AN Eettle was I bellieve an officer's batman in B.Co
ek and his pumber was about 962. Ke was rather, short, thick-
5 mat, inolined to be dark, clean shaven and about 27 or 28.
27 i 18eaxd he was killed whilst on ges gaurd duty on the 1l6th
' 7. - BSept on the Ypres sector. I have seen his grave which is
§ - " ‘on the road sida near Ypres, and there¢ is & orcss put up
%7 - with his name, number and unit, = —

o -  Inf: Dvr J.A.Pratt. 3651, Tranaport
e : ~ ¥Ho. 1 C.Cs :
L | BOULOGHE . 3.8.1918,
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ZOth Battn.
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el S He was - in C.Ccmpany. .1 313 not see the casvalty, but
PR -_he wag kililed at Ypres by a- pieoe of shrapnel which struck him
- on the heald and death followed e3most instantly. He lived but
‘8 few momsnts, hat never aspéke,  We were in reserves at the

[ " $imes I kpew rim well end he came from New South Wales, There
o - was no other man of same name in Compeany, I d1d not see his.
B greve, but thick he was buried. et the Battery Corner at Ypres,

where he was killed, I cennot refer to anyone -for further de~
tails ooncerning death end burial.

Infbrmant-- Dvr. Mo Shane.H.lﬁ
Trangport, Z0th Battn,

o z.'A.A.H.mRTFORD.
W.0man,

R Lendon.
B 6-8~18., '
(,, ﬂ.w. - ~ P.L

| -20th Battn., , ' HEITLE,
- 2 zhl.r., | AT, 952,

By

o by

o
i

"Eilled 16-B-17"
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‘ He was of C.Ccmpany, A% Ypres abcut this date, %88 on

L gas suqrd abcnt 11.0'c &t night, #Fes killed by shell, lived about
i 10 minutes, but was unconscicus, This happened in the tcwn, I was a
£ fém yarde away st the time. He wes hit in both thighs, both legs,

H . nearly severad. Bnried early next mcrning near the cld canal - was
Eg et at burial. -

é?i Informant-- L/Vpl. .uhannoy.séa. ' _

$ey . 20th Battn, C.C0s XI Pl,

S o ANZAC BUFFET.
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»*jl.o. 11 §1atoon. 0 Company

2 Killed.,Sapt IGth. 1917. Det. :D/B

s killed by a ahall whilat on eentry outeids the billstt at’ Yprea,"‘

ahout I a.m on,. Sept. 17th. He was buried near the dreesing station in Ypres
Q&t_dqy -1 detailed the party off to bury him. A temporary oross wa2s ar=g-

Trad: bearing all particulars. knew him wall in the oompaqy. He came from

qudney, N. w. R

ﬁ‘aoription. Age. 30. Height; 5=-7. Cbmplexion Fair. Hugéety Build.

ﬂ-—-—--—-—-- "

itnesa. Sgt. waloh “B. Yo . I?Bb C Company. 20+h. Battalion.

-—--—- -
. . . * -

o Laken et, )
_No '4..C.. D, Hurdoott. - - .~ C. H. Brown,
2 J 9 8. 18. . T - : _ No.4.Command Depot
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| 2Vth Australian Inpsriel Force Nettle, Pis. A.W. 962
(K. Sept. 1. 1917 ) Deta
DB

_ " T knew Fettle of XI Pjatoon,his initials were AW, T saw
him killed instantly in biliets in Ynres by n shell. He wss on
gas guard, I went up and locked at him., The boys took him down

-and buried him in & cemetery atl Tpres. He came from Kew South
WBIGBO"

. Bye Witness - Yes,
Doscription - &g shove.

Informant :- Pie. Chas. Kent, 6445,
¢ Coy. 20th Aus Imp Force,
Pulham ilitary dospitel, 2.\
Hemmersmiti:, London, W )

LA
ﬂug.?.l&. . Y
V.Cholmondelay, %fﬂ%{
i
Havra, 16th, Augunt. 1918,
() 20¢th, Australians, M‘ttlﬂ. Ay T 952,
! Ko geptember 16/1917, Dets. D/B.

' hin well; ba was sbout 5 feot 6, fuir, thick set, & was en
‘ Oftio§r¥gegook. 'Hn wvag in billet ot Yp;en. ihﬂ Germans sholled
us b he got killed én gHepSembar lLoth, 1917. He waa dbuired &t Yprea

Inti- Private, B, W, Burgo, 3013,
20th. Australienn,
Hospital ship,

| . . 4?.\ ' ‘
§ . by
_:.' ) . | ¢

P.l



"Killed 1n Action 16-9-17"

i Re195&; Pte.A% oBettle, EOth Battn. He was: killed whilat
we'wera “in; IGBGIVBS ‘at ‘Yprea’ about Sept.lQl?.; T am poaitiva -
about?this: .matter as: T 'dug his’ grava rand’ helped to. bury him.at

. tha:lst ‘dressing: station. Ypres.. - He waa: about 5*6" in height,:
broadly: built"and very aark 1n completion.:. He waa & peraonal

friand ot mino. : :
Letter from--; Shakeapears. Gpl.J. 3672 i

el Y ElCoge 20th Battn.
ﬂ"_.“t:‘rlgf j‘,11_~:' ,;' No.4 Ccmmand Depot, ' g
e o TURDCOTT. 20-10-13-.-
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454]1 Pte.Whetley astated:w
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9155 Pte.L.B.Hickaon,
{staff) 1st A.D. Hospital
Bulford.

5th Auguat 1918,

Dear 3ir,

In further renly to your enguiry regarding your brother-in-

" law, the late:- .

952 Tte.A.W. He?tla 201;11 Battn- A I- -

P e LA R PP s
Lt e

Ve beg to inform yon that we have received tha following

nnofficial reports from two men in the same Battalion.

"I was at Ypres on 1l6=-9-17 when we were in reserve, TPte,
Bettle and another man were on guard over GCerman prisoners in a
ruined house, about 40 -yards from vhere I was. A shaell came
over and made & hole in the wall of the house, Hettle and the
other chap ran out to sas, and thay were wonnded. Nettle was
very badly wounded, I saw him carried away on s stretcher, and.
heard he died before renching the dressing station. We were
both in the same Platoon, of A.Coy".

3651 Ple.dJ.A.Pratt, when in hospital in *rance, reported:=-

"Nettle was an oripinal member, and T had known him ever
since I was in the Battn. He was killed one night ahout
Sep.18th, on bridge gnard hehind the lines, and wonld be
buried by our Pionears. T cannot givs partioulars myselZ,
bnt they saild he was killed outright. He wonld sure to bhe
buried as it was before the Sap.20th stunt started, and was
behind the linas, T ocannot give the name of anyone as roferance
but it 18 not mere rumour., ile always engquired carefully abont
any of the old hands".

fle are continuing onr enquiries, and hope that the above

unofficial reports may be of 3ome nasistance po yon, and again

agsuring you of our azinceres sympathy.
Yours faithfully,
(K138) : SECRETARY.
B

[




e SR

,“...,-‘n‘&}’i‘,; .‘.s."e ,ﬂaﬁ":‘;ag A7 Fapent A LTET]

edid LT AR
- v r

s At U EERR

re gt m e - LA
AT ) "“'};71.:-"\“ Wby LU S0
FRE L L N e

‘ 1815 AoDoHOﬂPitﬁl A-Io]ﬂ'o ’
AR : S .+ Bulferd, Wilts.
R0 - ; : ' : 6th August, 1918.
-@he secretary;
Aust. Red Cross sooiety,
- 36, Grosvenor Elaoa,
- London, S.W.l

| pesr latan, o x .
k{fr’ | { 1 hava ‘to thank you for yourfurther kind letter

L
R

of the 5th inst. regarding my brothar-in-law NHo.952 Pta.),‘;w,

T T el

: A.W.Hettle, 20th Battalion.

?{*(:f'" :*“wapqw*““*”"”Ybur previous ig€€3; 1 have alresdy forwarded '
to hia Mother in Auatralia, who, 1 know will grestly apprac-
'_ iate your vary kind enquiriea. I kﬁow it will get her mind
vory greatly at reat 40 lmow all that i3 possible concerning
“him, |

Yours fthfully,

S Locarsd Heertea Ao,
o _ _ —_— ey .
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August 30th, 1918,
9166 l’te.LaB.HiokBGn.
(3%a22) 1t A.D. Kospitale
Buifordi. Wilte.

Dear Sir.

yrs in further anawor to your opquiry ior -
961 Ptae AeFe TOTULe 20th Babtallom, AJTeFe
We beg %o.inform vou 02 the Pollowing tnofileis) evidancehéiven
by men of his wnit.

1627 Plae A.h, Blehop and N0 1785 3gte V.iieloch who wore
interviewsd st o 4 Command Dpot, Murdeott sialed that Pin. ettle
was Killed by & -shell whilst on aentry duty outolde their billet
at Ypros on the nizat of seps loth avd thoy heloed 40 bury hinm
in the dresaing station at Ypres s orosg boing erectod over it.

3859 Ptes G.ie Pritohard wion in an Australisn Camp in

_ pPrange stated thet ho was with Pie. Eottls on gas guard at the

big mill at Ypres when ho was killed inatantly by n ghell., 3tretched

Yoarers took his body asross the cansl and he was buried next morning
by tiie Dloneers. '

g
B42 L/CpleC, Chammey coniirmed tnip report stating that he
was g fow yarde awsy from Ptc. Fettle whom he wis killed irstently
by a shell whilo on gas gWérd about 1l p.m, at Yprese. Hlo was wounded
in both thighs and was buried sarly noxt moraing near tho old canala.
other men of the unit zive similar avidenmes end atated that they
havs goen Phs. Hettle's grava in e cemoiery near the Ypres Road.

ghould we rageive further particulsrs wo shall immediantely
advise yoy and trust that this information will be of aomea assistance
to his roflltivas. .

Assuring you of our sincere sympathye.
Yours faithfully, H‘”/




1sy Hovepber 1918,
9155 Pte, L,B.Hiokaon,
Stafl, lat A.D.H,
_ Bulford.
r  Dear iir,-
in further reference to your fnquiry for details o; the
deeth and burisl of your brother-in-law -
€62 Pte. A. .Hettle 20th Bta A.I.“
‘e beg to inform yon that we have renai?ed an unoiﬂoial repm't
from - 36%& 09£.J. dhakospeare, Z0th Btn A.l.¥., Nlo.4 Commaud
‘o Depot Huwrdoott. He stated that yonr brothor-in-law vas & paruonal
| frlend of his and that he was 5'6" in aeight, orgadly built and
vary dark in (ocmplmon.. Cpl.Skakeapears stat ed Abhat Jefatile
waa killed while the were in rescrves at Yproes, Sept./l7 and
‘that he helped to dig his grave and bury him at the 1st dresging
.'atration then at Yprea...
4s 1% 18 ¥iow gomny months since the ocasualty oosurred we think.
.Shere is little chanoe of further 1nformation.being received, but
shonld we obtain any we will at once advise you. ‘
W7ith sincere symputhy and good wishes to yourself,
.Yours faithfully,

(iilas}
SECREPALY, Q/‘ h’ . ‘P




