Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing
Enquiry Bureau files, 1914-18 War
1DRL/0428

2038 Corporal
William David Keeley

5th Machine Gun Company
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: Re Ho' 2058.@1.W,D.Kee1ey._ He died of wounds at advanced
S _Dreesing Station,Westhoelk Ridge. Ypres, and was buriedin.the
~._1mmeaiate vici _oz'_the AvDSe in a sola.iera' cemeter;r.
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HEnvre * 16th april 1318,
3_035-
5th rust. 3,30 Keoloy E.De T0.208% B,

Ke 22n: Soptember 1517. Dot D/B.

I knew Corporal #m, D. Esoley who was killed in Septembder
1917. 3erpt. L. Broxn, oxldorly room Sergeant, nnd & great
perpona {fend of Koeley will be oble to give a1l detafls
88 tc death and burial, Brown 1z gtill with his unit,

Inf:= Opl i.i.MeEamara No.3120.

Bth Aust, H.G.C.
Australian Camp, - Kouclles.
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AT.Fe = ¥eGale Kecley.s g.n.. 20837
o CYe
e (K. Seps. 35/17.)
'mt. D .3 *

"Redev wuo Xilled &% rthe battle cf Menin Read, Ypres, 1
tvo dnya ufter the zdvance frem Ypree abeout Z2nd Sept. last.
Tve prourd wa8 helde. Ve waB Xiiled In 2 shell hole by an aere
oplanc bullet srot Shrouck the stomach. Fe wap 8 Crl. of Xo.3
Sectes ¥a Paulkner, now Cple siso 8gi. Yhite both of No.2 sect:
told me after they came nut 4then they were relieved. Eome of
tne boys buried him, and there is tre usual weoden oross on the
Grave, tut where it is I cannot reramber.”

Freritness: ¥oe. See 2boves _ !

Descriptisn: Age about 24, 5'5" or % in height, dark
cleanshaven, medifum build, spoke slowly ocams
from sorcwinere in N.8.Vales.

' Informant:’ Gnr. Co. Geormze. 1935,
i ok "}] - P AvIFe HIG.c'_ 5 Coy. 2 Bection. .
&E’?"‘g"' pad; /p‘lfa ' Colrores Road Fospital, . S :
Home address: King's Heath, B -4 .
£5/4/18.  Linfiela, Yrclice < Y O e
W.F.l‘mlry. . 66 waltm 8‘. F“tom' Bj’dne}'. 9' $- /‘p Jr/"{_/!((;%"-:-;ff:l_
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h “‘“""‘namn.-}gaﬂhmg £ 20388.  7/cpl. ,
(" 22/9/17. '

Informant described Keeley as about 5 ft.7 inches high, slight
build, dark complexion, aged about 25, A Roman Catholic by religion.
Informant states they bath helonged to YNo.2 Section of the Company,
and were both on No.2 Gun,

on 20/9/1?, the tun Company wns emngaged in the Battle of Menin

- Road. le and Keeley adwanced together and reached within 200 yards
of their destination at a point called Anzac Redoubt. They were advan-
cing behind a creeping bharrage, During the next advance he missed
Keeley. A carrier came up and %told Informant thet he had seen Keeley
sitting wounded by a shell in a shell-hole.,utxkeooean Informant never
saw him after he was was wounded, and had to go on with the aiwancs.
He learned, howevar, that the Red Cross got him and took him to a
Dressing Station about a mile awsy. He was told that Keeley died there
and that he was buried at Zero Poijt, about 3 miles from VYpres.

Informant added that Keeley was well liked in the Company.

' (’ INFQRHANT:~ Gunner €. HeIntosh, 950, QE)
5th Hachine Gun Co.,
Y.B.Gs "H" Ward, No.4 Al.lst.{}en.Hoapital,/D_[
24/5/18. RANDIICK. \
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‘ . A roroap FEiBLEY
er*Stm Coy.(late 20th ilattn), Terp/Corporal Hel: ;.203 65,
C Y " T, 22 "

Informant described Xoels
Yy A8 abouyt 5 ¢ !
bul%:}odnrktcomp}.anan. aged 26 to 27 yfur:‘.’t ¢ inches high, alignt
Toant siatos that they both belonged to the 5t} ZDany ‘;
g:t-‘atl};g;? u:ggnbgﬁlyﬂny Kgg :ﬁGWautgouk Ridge, near {;;nsfkg:;i;xg the :
;! : ad, u or Y s.m, when thsy wer lno
last objeciive Hovloy was hit by & 1 " A ¢ %ae T te™
, K hine Gun bullet. As
he sang out to Informent who nliad. h ok " T
“I'm finiarass, jorment » uck 10 hin, Keeley suoid to him
. put him in a shellehole , an
:ﬁgl:;;rzgg: g:t:: ;wgr:f.t:m;dntfot him, and Ir'xror:ut:l:obzgcvu
salng Station and tkat he ds BLNS
daye Iaforasnt had to go on and never saw Kseleoy n;a:l.n:d the

Aag
“1“.::'“"8’ to Informant, Xeeley was a good chap and a good

I6FORUANT: Sergeant E. ¥hite, 5661, v |
2nd Xachine Gun Battalion, A.I.P.

( .p.0, omeaddress: "Wilgara®, Liverpool Road, ENFIKLD, oot
Ansac Buffet, SYDNEY,
19! 5!19.

SYDIEY BURREAU,
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ALL COMMUNICATIONS
TO BE ADDRES:IER TO

“THE SECRETARYS AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY.
WOUNDED AND MISSING
— ENQUIRY BUREAL —

AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY. 36. GROSYENOR PLACE

w . ;{W Lownpon. SW
' ,2,(;_ Q/ﬁectg Q-JZ/A’-
A ) ] 7 AR

Dear 8ir,

We are making enguiries about e

T 2038 Ww-B. / : éﬁ’;’,&/}’

e e

- AL 25- ¢f/7

and have been told that you may be able to help us by
supplying some information.

We should be mos% grateful for any details you can
send us cgoncerning him, but onr'enqnirers wish especially
to know whether he was buried, if 20, whether it was on tﬁe
5"? field, or injla soldiers’ gemetery where the grave would be
e reglistered. We would also be glad if you could add a short
description of his personal appearance or any points that
might help to prove his identity.

{ In your reply kindly quote name, initials and number,
§ ' as without these particulars delay and oconfusion might be
S caused in identifying the soldier about whom you have
%; written.

i

Yours faithfully,

(Miss) WL"L’{(. £C€/4(M

Secretary
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Dear Sir,
Hitn relzrence o your eauniry oI ora Lugv., Jor

#I3OB rive FoJ. LEENLLL, DU LiaCER QOY, Lelete

.ho is ofiivieliy Feporied $0 loov Gozh IEI1ad 4n Lediom

On L2-9-27, lin regren wo Jovserd the £01: widng anofiicisi

walt
TeporuB in nenfirmsiion oF 2in Zeair.
. 5661 5 %e uhite 0X ithe sune univ BtaLes b= "1 knew

Kevltye Ge #ory ovor 0 J2sth wall 21d.:5 30 SUth Sopi uv fe<be
B.Me It WAO when e had vatched our luvt obiecuvi ¢ 2% sLoat 8
that ho was hit by & builed from 8 snipere I was next 1o pis
When he #u3 hite I weal Ho him und be uaid "i'm Jdone.:s 3"
I puiled him into u shell hole and I hoard eftesvacis w..b he
wap taken to the dressiny wtation vi.or. wo diec,”

Piee Da?. Arostraug mude the 2olloting lutenicili- “i.
Welie Koelgy died of wounds at the advanced dreasinz stuuvio.,
Teathplk Kid::: YE";': = enso#us burled in the im..diaie vieirity
in a goibiars Coxtlery.

Zno to our knowledge rte. Lo:2ley's grave has not basen
zoglagtered v wonld sdvige you for yeur cabisfuction Lo apyply
for information to The Lirsctor,

Graves negistration Burosu,
Winchester I{ouae, 3t. Jumes Yy,
SeVa 1s

who may posa:lbli‘ be ehle to give you further and mnre definite




partioularse
Ly Lhewve slrosdy Teseived an enguir,” foz ite. :ot:loy through
Gusr Jyune> (IUL6o acd HLve oint oub fo,it a1l 1nf6rmatioﬁ at
our disposil whonce it will be comammica:ed to the engnire:
With good wishes.

Yours faitriurly,

-




‘sone assistance to you.

To. 2030 Pia.L.7. Conarfors,
Transpors Socticn, 2bth August 1918
13th Battalion,
AT P,
B.EJF.

Dear Sir,

In.furthar answer to your ehquiry for Ko. 2038B Pts. V.D,

—a o al

Keeley 5th Hachine Gun ‘Go;{.,- AesI«F.y we beg to inform you of
ari;th;a; ;xiéffic‘iz;.;;éport givon by ilo., 966 Pte. O, liscIntshof the
same unit who was intervicved in Ho. 4 Australian General dospital
Svdnav. Ha stat;ed that the gun company was ongaged in the battle i
of ilemin Roed on 70/9/17 and he end Pte. Yoeley advanced together !
nea.ohiixg within 200 yards of their dcstinstiion at = point known as :
quac Redoubt, advancing bpekind a croeping ovarrage. Dubing their
nexzt aove forward from thers ne missed Pie Keeley and o st;'atoher
bearer informed him thot he nhad secwn hinm sitting wrounded in a shell !
hole. Informant learned afterrards thet Pie. ifgseley had been removed
to a dressing stotion abont A mile =uar winen he had dled, his burmAdl
taling place. at zZere Peint about thres miles from Ipres. Pts. licIntosh
described him es 8' 7" in height, of slight build and dark complexiom
and about 25 years of age. Trusting that these deteils will b'a of |

Tcurs faithfully,
g K w- Bscrotary

i A M A = en =R man
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