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A. I. F- 18. RITCHIE, G. 309.

E. September 20th, 1917.

This man was a Szt, his nano was George. In front
of Anzac House, Ypres, we were digging in when & shell
landed and I saw Ritchic hit in the chest. He died
within a fev seconds. The body was taken back to Anzao
and buricd later. We ndvanced twice after that.

BiR.
Reference:- C.8.Cook. $280.
No. 8 Conve. Depot.
Etaples
Q0.12.170
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I was told by Pte Kenna of the same coy, that Ritchie and Lieut
- Smith had been killed near Anzac House, Ypres. He helped to carry-
their bodiss into a dugout, and later on when they came to look
for the bodies to bury them they could not be found, Ther had
- bzen 2 heavy bombardmznt during the day so It is almost cesrtain
they had 'oeen buried by a shell,

WInformant,
-Beosenipéion. Pte. Farrell. D.S. B0.6275. A.Cey. I8th Ba.t

Description.Height., 5~6, Complexion. Fair. Fuggety Built.

a ' S.¥ritmee.
| L Teken at - { ¥0.4.Commznd yepot.
N ' ¥0.4.C.D, Hurdcott. \_, Eurdcott.
8-1-18. S.¥%,. i : : - E s
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-nglath Battn..r~"" = 'fff-ifﬂf;'vf-'77i SR 'T RTTCHTE.

'“ﬁilLed 20 9, 17. "i S "j';

He was e Sgt. I saw hlm dea& millea right out by = Bhell -

~ on the creek st ?olygon Wood. We held the graund, 80 probably
__buried 51t 7 or 8 and fair. I Juat ‘knew him. :

| Ihformaht:- n'R J.Reynoldé 2975,
' : lBth Betin, .
. - War Chest
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u .3 .18 ' o smm BUREAU.
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mﬂat unﬂhcd mtﬂnq'n dwut 5 rm 4- uehu hia,
by -caaplexion, Agéd. about 24,
- ITaformant ‘states that thiy Beth. Balonged to "A" cnr.. ]n hm
iu Ho,, 3-Platosn and Ritchie in FHo. 2 ‘Platesn. . On 20.9.17 ‘the ..

Battelion was engagad 'in: the ‘Battle of Menin. Road. ~Heo saw R!tch:lo

.7 fust’ befora they wani:over ‘Bt 5.30 s, he being in the ‘Aext::

“plagoon. : He. also eaw-hix is they- ‘want aver, .and Was. izter on’ told |

- uyiPrivate Stene: {hat he had seen Ritchis hit by a piece of shell

- ané ktlled imstantly. He' ns ut .t . pluc nmed Mm neuu.
. near: ths Gersan Yront Idnee T

Informant added that Rttolﬁe m 'm onc ut thc but in thc

world®, and well liked.

nmnmr Sergam I !:llls, 456 .
_"A® Coy, 18th natmzon. A.I.P.
ao-t address "ndcxdck Strut ‘Bans &mci.

¥o.4 'Australian General
Mospitel, RAKDUICE.
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18th Auagralisn Imperial Porce Ritohie, G. 309
_ ( E. Sept. 20, 17. Dets D & B
n T knew Sgt{ George Ritohie, - 209 ( 18. A l.or II % )

‘yory well. Ho was one of the best men that ever lived. After the

aftask wes finished and we hed dug ourselves in, on Sept. 20 = nesar
Anzac Houss ( Ypres ) ha was killed instanteneously by & shells I
saw it happen, Ve took him o a Pill Box and he was probably buried
close to the seme spote I have not seen his grave. He wes the only
Sergeaent in the Company who was frusfed fo lead his Platoon. He

same safely through snd got his Plstoon into order. "

Eye ¥itness - Yes.
DPosoription = Rochdele - single, original Baftalion.

Informant ;- OFfficer Cadet( now ) Frank Wilkins, 2767,
4th Pltn. A Coy. 18 Austradian I Force,
2rd Southern General Hospital,

Home addresas :i- The Base, Oxford.
Thornton Street,
fellington, 18.3.18.
How South Hales. H.M.Pioksrd~Cambrid ge
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18tk Battn. G 11;“;-;e~.::ffiﬂi;;siggl;; S
"‘,_",A.I.I. 7:-, . SN _f.' :f : G.309 '

 W.A.Rand -
“Lomdon . - o L
CY9s3as’ - - 8.

- mu_um_ U R
Riteh:le vas' & Sgt. in’ A.Coy. Ty saw hin 'body on: the

" ground up at Passchendasle, wkile we were ‘sdvancing, He: m’-_
" then dead, and had evidently: been killed outrigrt : I cennot = ol
jsay anything a‘bout hiu ‘burial. , _ A

Inromant. Paake A A 0 D. 414

lath laattm.5 coy., f
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.Ritchie. .
6.0 809

Arsl-Ff‘_‘,k.-- .
o “Kil;eﬂ 20, 9'17“ T T |
wes killed bv a ah911

;-Ritohie was' a bgt aameu.lo 1 Pltn. as ?pyself, anﬁ
.at Anzac Housajbeing blown to pieces. 17.did not gsae the casualty nor
~hia boﬁy nor can I say anything as to burlal Pte.Champness - known
-as’ “Ranji“ - now gone to Australia was in No.l. platoon also and told
;me. SR In‘ormant-- Cnl.E G.Copeman £352 T
ERAC S, _ ~ 18th Battn. -7 - :
- R : . A.Coy. - '
" W estham. o

.'i?gﬁ..ﬁla‘_'n&' '

London.
' “8.¢.18,




I knew Ritchie ull."': met him in Francs, He was in B, Coy
'.He came from the country., He was 5f% 8in in helght, medium
compleiion, clean shavéd., I was in Engiand with him when on leave.
I saw hin killed on 20th Beptembor 1917 at Ypres near Henin Read,
juat in front of Anzac House, & shell siruck him, and he was killed
at once. He was a re.i\zl. tip-top fellow,

Informant: P, Brown, Corpl. No. 1891, 18th Battalioen,
Ho 4 Australian General Hospital,

Homa addresa: RANINICE,
. Carrington Street, T e .
L Bexlay. 1 i
17/6/18. SYDREY BURRAU, G
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I was in A. Cmnpany which was R:Lt
: ;..Septemoer we went over-in: t.he Menin Road: Stunt, Ypres.-
" wounded and at the Dressing: Station was told by sever

o 'waa killed outrlght early in the day .

Informant-— J' . A. Newcome, 1977-
18th. Battallon. _

: - Coast Hospital,

- . Ii ttle Bay,
.- 25/7/A8.
B.M.

(et M

ch:.e 8 Company.on the 201:

. Iwaa

a:l. that Hit;:hle




SEROANT Ge |
C T _39?

g was 4n A Company with Sergeant Ritchie, On the 20th September

o after we got to our objective at Uenin Road we were in

a small trench

when a shell bturst and killed Ritchie outright, and wounded “several

ryself just a little later, and do got know whether he

L.ieutenant Moore saw Ritchie after he wias killed,
0'Donohoe was also present when Ritchie was killed.

Informanti= JeJa l[angle.s.dorf, 5627.
18th Battalion,
Little Hoepital. - '
%5 /8%. - SYDNEY BUREAU,
B. .M.
i
C

 others. I had to move Ritchie %o get a wounded man out, I was wounded

was burisd. . -
Private Jeo T
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Gin macTatzon, MLE,
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" Informant described Ritchie as sbout § feet 6 or 7 inches high,
medium build, fair complexion, aged about 27. :
" Informant states that they both belonged to ap® Company. On

'20.9.17 ‘the Battalion was in action at Folygon Wood. They hopped over

at 5.45 a.n.. They had not gone very far when Ritchie was hit by &
shell snd killed outright. Informant was only about three or four.

yards awasy and saw him fall. -Informant had to continue in the advance -

" and ha¢ no time to investigete further. Buriel parties afterwards went

out and there is no doubt that Ritchie was buriled. _
According to Informant Ritchie was well liked by his mates.

INFORMANT ; Private P, Howard, ¥o. 2922,
18th Battalion A (o

Home nddress: Bigga, Via Goulburn, NS, ¥

SYDXY BUREAU

'OE.G. ’ o
Ho.4 Australian General Hoaspital, R ﬁu) )
" RAEDWICK o7
10.9018 ~ é N
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TR - AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS SOGIETY
V - (WOUNDED AND MISSING INQUIRY BUR!AUS.
.. - B ICTORIA-STREET,”
36, GROSVENOR PLACE,  (ONDON. S5W. 1.
74 "/-/g)

Telephones”
[ 857a _
VICTORIA - 8577 -
| 8578 /‘Z &

Telegraphic Addresa: . d- é—lf
-

*QUESTMAN, LONDON.
- 8 RLF.
S, Dear sir, A O
~C : _
2T We are mekine erquiries for ¢ men ef your unit

300 & flen ﬂ,_a‘? /8 @1 F, apofio gillier

" elisidl #o0-9-7y .
8nd have been told that you may be able to help us by swrply-

ing soms information. . i

o We shou:d be most grat aful-for ‘eny-d+tails pan.can

send us concerning g m,° " bub-sur-dogmire_ -
ers wish sspecially to ‘know whether-he-was burisd y~1if 80 |

W - + - R - - -
hether it was sn the field or in A-acliieris.cemstsry “share T

the srave would be registered. e should slss be glad if you. . g

C
. ¢ s
(( could 2dd a short descriptirn of his rersonil eppsaararze or &S].,

\%.A

aoy pcints that might help to prove nis Ldentity.

Yours £rithfully, L&)ﬂ:ﬁ’
\J

T

3 L~
i’HiSS) V’MCJ ‘:b.e Ca-iNan, (
#—N'E‘E}'s);, .
SECRTATY

TP e |

r .

ROE I; your reply kiz}dly 110te neme, iaitirls ond purber -
0 casualty enquired for, a.: withoui these n*artigulérq
del:‘:.r an? confusion is canged in i¢aatifyine tha a
Scldier about whonm you are writine, I -




