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1281 Private
Augustus Rickard

38th Battalion
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9th Getobar,1917.

Afth AUATRALIATS ZI0X34D, Ae 1281

R Zo June Tthe9th,1917. ate G/h.
I know ite A Lickerd of Le €O, 1IVeFltn. iis nigE-name Wng
wiinger", He wna about £l yoern of age, nrdium height snd build,

red heir onid clesn shaven. 1 sew hie gruve in the Lilitnry Cenmstery
et Zessinop. It. Victor Heesan of DeC0e, XIVerltn., holped to

bury him,

Informamt: b, Jele Linee, ol2H
Iath Juetrelires, NeGOe, LIVailtn,
sustrelinn Csmp, Soucliexm,
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_ A, RICKARD, 1281,
i '
X, 7{6.17. Det, D & B,
He was a runnmer for the Battn, during the advence at

¥sgaines Ridge., He was with me on the 7th and was killed during

the morning of the 8th June, 'Hs was running his last massage
baefore baing relieved and was hit and killed outright at about
400 yarda from ths Township, and was pro‘bably baried where he

fell.

He was a tell, thin, fair man whom I Imew well. He lived in the

gsams billet with me for nearly three months, He was trained at

Bondigo, Victoria, but I think he came from H.S.W.
Referencs: Pte,H,E,Taylor, 2405,

Ho,11 Stationary, Rouen. £4,10.17.




| "Killed 7—9,5.17, ;

I Refer to Pte. A.E. Ghamhers 58th Batn'D. Co¥e s - ldth Bltn
! “who is now in France and who saw him killéd at Messines Ridge
“Aby &8 shell anu.can give full uetails ot Death and ‘burial,
¥itness:- : , )

. Pte. S, G@.darheraon 1244
$8th Batt. “ Do COFe, 1&th Flim,

"~ 3rd A.A; Bospitel, - :

' Dartford.

- "W, Oman

- Londony ) . . _

S 25. 10. 170 ‘y o . K
- © . Note written Pte. “hambers 2£5,10.17.
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38 A.1.%. . Rickard. Pte. 4. 1281,

(K. dune 7-9/17)
Det D/B,

"I was H.5. Signaller and we started June 7th for the advance
of Mesgsines. Rickard was .Co: Runner; he wee running with a chap
named Alden, teking a wmaesssge to the front line. VWWhen I retfurned
on the morning of June 9th I wze runner (the other 6 had all bsen
killed}I asw the bodies of Alden snd Rickard, they ware killed
instantaneously togethsr by e shell at & p,m, on Fridgy June 8th,
They were burying the bodies as they lay and were then burying
men sbout 100 yds from Risksrd's body.”

Bye-wmitness: Mo, tut I saw the body.

Dasoription: "Rick" - tall and thin, ginger, fair, very
ordinary to look at,

Informant; 31g; G.3. Ray. 1280,
Bxetar War Hospltel, Io,IiI, TJ\\

hj

Horme azddress: Shearwood,

Vaterlco Rd, Ilortheote.
30.10.17, KHalbourne,

A.x., Joarvis somith,

38th A.I,P.

A. RICKARD, 1281. 7
K, 7/9.6.17. Det. D & B.
At the advance at Messines he waa?runner for D Co, &nd had
just left the Co, H.Q., with Ogden, the other runner, when & shell
blew them both to pieces on the bank of the Douve River. I gaw

i
1% happen plainly sbout 200 yards awsy at sundown, in the sfterneon.

He was & nioe chap, failrly thin with light hair, he had false teeth.
He had besn wounded before at Houplines, Armentieres, ani wasg
trained at Bendigo, Vietoria. I knew him wmxxX well by the hsme
of Riak.
Reference: Opl. E, Eerr, 109, D Co.
No,1l Stationsry, Ronen. 31.1G.17.
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A.2.P. 38. RICEARD (Richard) A. 1281.

K. 7!9.6-1 .

Place of burinl, 1/3. miia S.B. of lessinsa
village. (liep reading, U. 3d.2.4) o

Csrt.by: Div. Burlals Officer.
Fenquemberzues. 30.10.17.

SA.
oo Ztaples.
L fff»bw f\4. 1.11.17.
A I.FP. 38, RICKARD, A, 1281.

K- J‘ﬂ.ne 7-9th 1917. DetSo

. He was a runner %o Major Morsley and was killed by
a ghell and died instanfly at Bethdehem Farm to the right of
‘Wegsines about 4 o'eloek in the afterncon as he was taking

a mesgage to the 37th Battn. His body was receversd about
four days later and he 1s buried where he fell and his grave
15 marked with a oross. He came fron vietoria, was red headed,

Single .

Inf: W.A.Wearme. 2670. D.Co.

Ho. 7 0.0- :
POULOGHE. 5.11.17.
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1281,
Ac .I'. F. . 38 - . _B;I_Q{ARD,'A. 12&.

X. June 7-9, 1917,

_ He wvas killed by a shell while acting as a runncer
on June 7th at Messines. He was on a run at the vime
between D.Coy HQ or the green linc and the 3 of the
37th Battn on the Black Linc. The body was burled
neaxr where he fell with that of Pte Ogden who was
killed by the same shell.

8A.
Eye.¥itnesss Sgt. F.L.Clarke. C]

Cert. by Adj. 38th Battn. fﬂ-) ' ‘@d'
Senlecques. T A
N.B. The position indicated for the grave would be not
far from and about 8- of Mesnihes Village. SA.
‘£ Etéples 8.,11.17.
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4. Ricksrd D. Coy., 58th Batn Eilled 8. 6.1%.

s ‘enguiry of Ho 1281 fie.
-In the HMessineg push oi that date he wes ecting es. Runner on D.. Co¥., -
‘Eegdgusrters end getting towards dusk of the secord dey he wes sent in-

“Compeny . With 2te. Ogden on & yun with e message forward when they hed .
gone about -200 yards both were killed oy shell fire end death.in hoth = -
. geses ms%t ‘heve been instenteneous, His effeots teken from his .body and
o _afterwards. fram his pack were forwerded o his people by the Company

-clerk {since killed)s  TPhe. Rickard ves buried vhere he fell and 8 cross
‘mexks the sgot - the mep referance is sheet 28 s.w. U 9c2.8. 0T Very

;. close to it, - — N
T S ' Letter fromi— ~
o " ®, L, Clsrke 3gt.
. : B, Co7., .
¢ - | 58th Betn
- . . - A.IIE.
51,10, 17, 15

Tondon, lé;ll.l?;




© 38th AJI.Fe RicYard Pte A. 1281,
L0 - . D. Gompanyo
o | (K+ June 7-9/17)
#T wes on June Sth at Messines, Rickard was runner to the
Batte He had just sterted on his last run and a shell came and - _
Tlew him to pieces. I was about 30 yds. awaye. He was not duried®. |-
‘Eye-witness: Yes
Deacriﬁtion: Tall and slim.
Informant: Cpl. G. Kerr 109,
. - . 38th AJIF., Ae. COY.,
1st Southern General Hospts,
. Home addresss ‘ Birminghame
- Tamember Bast, '
' ' via Inglewood, V\
: Vj.ctoria- : I GL
AN {, Y !g ;

17/11/17,

¥. Shorthouses
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Y He‘-irés‘a,rﬁnnei"andsét o'i'ttr‘ with a mesaa.gé at "?',.fp.'hi. '-on"?tr:r}' Iime T

" in company with Signaller - can't recall name - from Green Lane -

to’ Black'Line, 8Snitzell Farm and both wers K11 ed by the same

'shell - killdd outrizht, I saw the bodies and took the message o

from his pocket and delivered it, ' I cannot say if they weve buried
~but believe they were and if so at Kandahar Cemetery, Neuve Eglise, .
. We came away while bodies still there but the groundi.was never takan
" by the Germansg, o , o -

: Ref:* Green T, A, 1845,
- 38th, D.Coy.
Hut 45, Littlemorxe,

W.A Rand,
I‘OMOnu 7
22.11.17. . B . M,
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. 8$5%. P. L. GClarke,
D. coy. e
28th sust: Inf: Batt,

selelle = Betela

{_\

Dear Sir,
e wish to thank you For your letter inm ansver to our
enauiry concorning -

1281.Pte. ia dickurd, $8th Bauttalion a.l.b.

g == 4

— - —— .

The inZormation and detailggdyou have sent vwill be of ouch
assistence to us, and of value to our cnyuirers. ¥e shall !
nov apply to the Graves RegiztrationfEnsuiries, asking them |
" o Torward u photoéfuph of the late Soldier's grave to his next
(\ ° of kin. “hank you also for your offer of further inJormation, if o}‘}g
nreassary, ve will write sjain if . e need it.

Yours Taithfully,

SECRAYLAY,



