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M. May 28th 1917.
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] | ' ¥pew him. Ws went on s raid at Ploegsteort. He was
missing then but two.or three weeks after we found his dead

body and.our burisl officer.Lt Ives was in charge shen we fo
‘found him, but It Ives is now dead. Lt Ives buried -

nim I think at Ploegsteert where we found hia. He was
- dentified him by his diso. - ' .
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Rich’ vaa -ki’leﬁ-at Ploegateart Wooﬂ in front of Ilesmui.nea but I can't
yon any part.ilmla*s as ‘to burial though pretty Bure to ba buriad

Wﬁtneas:—, o
Lieut.Keunady ,
X sath Battn. - '
' O’ficera Hees.ﬁestham. E
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38th A.I.Ye Reih _
. Rioh F.Ps 1963,
m- l!a;v 28/1?)

I did not imow Rich before I joined the Batt: In
Australia he was a Cpl. but when he came over with reinforcements
to Frence he wes reduced to Pte. He snd I cames Over in the sams
boat. On the 28th ¥ay 1917 we wers outside Wessines in trenches.
Rich was going over the top with a party on that day. Iwas a
member of the partye Ve were out to take a closing line of .
trenches in fromt of us. It was in the evening abt. 9 o'clook
S8hen we went over the top. It was dark. - We came under shell
fire and I wes told afterwards by several members of the party
that Rich was struck with a piece of shell and killed instantaneocus-
.~ lye I was ahead of him at the time it happened. I was told he
‘hid & dbody wound and that his heart was hit. .I cannot give the
names of eny ¢f the men who iold mee. I did not see the body. ¥
The burial Officer, tt. Herring of the 38th A.I.F. t0ld me the same
_ night when we came back from the rald that Rich had been buried with
V(o others in 2 shell hols where he fell.

LT P\
otk Lf Jﬁwuu;? 2% .fn-!/ P.T.00

’ Lt Bye-witness:
Pescription:

Informant: I1/Cpl. P.¥W. Jephion 1858,
38th A.It?.. c. Coy., X1 Plt-.
3rd Western General Hospt.,

Home address?
Murrayville,
Victoriae.

{: wov. 28/17,

T.P. Ineon&rd -




~ Private address:-

."nnad in sobtion 28/5/17."

,”Ifihpﬁfceaﬁalty.;;jnh wes a medium built map about 23

- "years of age, - . Casualty was :in.a raid before the attaock on Messines.
_He was ki1lled by a machine gun dullet and he laid out -for four days

" before he was brought in. .~ I don't know whers he was buried as

~ we went out just after that attack.” '

 Informant:- M, MoPherson, .
Xo. 476, 38th Btn,

20 St, Vincents Plaogse,
Albert Park,

_a?ilﬁa. - | | | NN

AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS INFORMATION BUREAU-MELBOURNE.




re: 1963 Pta.F.P.Hieh. I am aorry I cannot give yon any partic- SRR
lars.at’ present and as I expect to. be. here for some weeks yet I’
: wounld " advise you to.send any enqniry to Capt.F.B.Fairwéather - "~<-
C.Coy. 38th° Battn. 0n 28th May I wmee away from the Bettalion sick
but ‘ag.far as my memory . ssrves me ‘this man was killed in & raid -
wa’ ‘made on enemy: trenches ‘near Ploegsteart ‘Wood end. Gapt.?a:.r-
“weather was ‘in charge, “if.-g0: the probahilittes are that he ‘Wwould .
7 e buried in’ a cemetery but of course I oannot be in any way
T certain. o , o e Ly
s Letter from---,-_ ' o - S S
RN Lieut.P V. Hermig o :

AR I ‘ - Overseas’ Tr.Bgﬂa. : -

London. B o ‘ Warmlnster. 17.1. 18. :

P - 27.2. 18. ' o - §

.08

NoteWritten Capt.Feirweather 26.2.18.




Thig’ aoldier was kl1led 1a -sction during o ‘va1d on. the'cermn
: trenchas on the- “night of 28 5.17. 1 cannot inform: yon where.
he=‘was ‘buried’ jor, in fact,:if-he wag buried 'at all, - as: “he i

_icover his bpdy. T ST
TppLrEnen Ietter :Erom-- '.l‘he 0. c. W b oA " ‘
o aath Battn.,
10.3 18. S

London. . - - B T S - B co. S
elsae, o T M

‘wasikilled in: the German trenches ana it was: 1mpoaaible to ré-.'f B
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cfshe;r. ‘ ith‘meon a Craid at vloegsﬁ&t at.2” a.m. on’ He.y 28th and "~

;Haxrafwa‘s Voundeﬁ_ “in:geéveral:places .by e shell, I wes 'wounded: myself the "

sama‘morning end ‘we’s Haken ‘to the C.C.S: at Steenwerke where 1 ‘88w hm.
WS ‘ungonscions ‘.e.nd wes then on:the! point of’déath end died.g few:

nimtes:after, He.was the sonly Hérre in the Bettelion Tane. ‘Harry-About. 5f'l: ,'
fand:-85," .'.)ark end- ..hcxset: Vas. in A Compan;r ‘III- Iatoon. -Rich-ves: kllled
op{n:lghﬁ iny & snell on: the ‘gséme- 1‘&1&.,1. dont- thznk his tody.wes found. The
‘only 'Ri¢h in the: Commmy Nane E*rank "'hdn Smell, ‘delicgte. lcoking,- Cama
With:2nd - ren.ni‘orcemenus.- uorthy e ‘killed: ou’arlght in- the some raid, - ' :
Lieut: "‘..zc;.e.y A Compsny I1Iiplatoon 58th’ 3attelion A, I, P, . told me He ves . °
lown ‘4o pieces, ‘Worthy. vss eibig derk well—-'nn:s.lt ‘men.belonging: to Counay]
v I¥-Aifine J.ellow. “Jeme Terey. He.came 'Trom Horsham Vietoria 3rd .reinforee=.
=70 mentlt Tisut, 1 c_ay {S8%h: Ba‘ct:_q. H _ﬂ. I.F vy IJ.I} 1ed. ‘the - raid gnd-conld give |
g_"ﬁlr'bher details of gll three, ! e T
- Imomsmu:— 1’?8—* Ete R, ;3‘ .#.nderson '
S ' o LT BBth” ‘Bettn, | L. L3 1
g, Ccr:*'ccll R ﬁich:nond ;.11111:&1' “H
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" Pick Pte. P.Ps 1965.

(K. Moy 28th 1927)
] o B
R | u_‘i’.ate thnt Pte. Rich was killed in 2 raiding party
from Ploegsteert Wood Begtor.

“Jad to be left and were recovered a week later, but no trase

~was ever found of Pte. Richs VWe held a Board of. Enquiry-

. Eye-vitress: Ho, common knowledge.

"* Description: ~Abt. 5ft 7, dark, sbt. 20.

Informant: Lt. L.J. Birchill,

"38th A.1.F., '
*rd London General Hospt.,

¥Yandxorth. -
Home address:

" 5418,
" -¥. Arnold Davies.

Ve lost very heavily and many bodies - '

W




LT ©38th Battalion, A.I.F.
-~ .- "10th March 1918. -

.uapt.a r.E. FATR'?T_ATHER. HeC.

Secre'hary ’ " Austrelian Red Gross Soc*ety
- 36 Grosvenor Place, LORDON. S.W.l.

- Re No, 1963 Pte. RICH F.P. - 3§ T3aZ j<¢/A 29.5-17
B e ‘___,..-. ‘.xr-.;iq;\y-qr,‘.,h _\__;' ﬁ"f‘ h‘
Tnis soldier was killed in action during a~Ratd-on the
German Trenchss on the night of 28.5.17. I cannot inform you 3
where he was 'buried or,in fact,if he was buried at all, as he.
" was killed in the Germ..n lrenches and it was impossible t.o re-

" cover his body.
ﬁ =0

bapta_n.

38th Battal"l on, A.L.F.
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