Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing
Enquiry Bureau files, 1914-18 War
1DRL/0428

1937 Corporal
Christopher Ryder
Palmer

44th Battalion
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C‘ A, Compeany \U’ ¢
L%

(M. June 4th/17)

®] was one of a ratding party near Ploegeteert on June 4th.

We were pringing 5 prisoners bhack across No Man's Land under maohine
gun fire. I was the lant man of the perty end Cpl Palmer passed Just
before me. He was hit and fell into a shell hole among the Gorman
barbed wire. I passed olose by him, but could not help him as I hed
a priscner to look after. A search party went out later bdbul could
not find him. There was no other man of the sasme in the company or
Battelion. This happened about 2 p.m."

Eye=-witness: Yes

Desoription: Ho srecial marksa ;

Informant: Pte L. O'Donnell, 1879, 44th A,.I.F., A.Coy,
Home address: Richmond Hospital, Dublin.

4, D% ’
24th Angust 1917. N5 s A ot o
%.d. Gwyan. '.,J/u.-iffl/b M

i |



a4th Battn. B | Palder.
Ao I Fo C:?lo ¢. R. 1957

;_'(}' "igaing 4.6.17"

He was in A.Coy. He was killed coming beck from o day-light raid
at Prowe Point (FPloegsteert) on June 4th. I was in the reid. I
313 not octusily see him knocked, but wns to1d by one of the men
who was next to Pslmer end sawv him killed. I cannot remember his
peme, but am certain the ebove statement is correct.

witness:~ Cpl...J.Miles 422
44th Bettrn.Harefield.
?"l G' J.

London. ,
20.8.17. H
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" 44th Australian I.F. Palmsr, Opl. C. Ri /o] &
oy ¥. June 4/17. 7,7 /\Q“

R NPA

"\\/&‘-g/
&

- "I know that Cpl. Palmer (44.B.) went out on & daylight raid )
about one o'clook on June 4th from Toronto Avenus, at St., Yvon, near
Ploegé?na;; Vood. line nan from caolr Compuany went out with two
oifio=re. Ilieut. F. Gazs (44.D.XIII) was in onnxge of B & D Companles.
As I wus second in coumsnd he asked me not to come with him, 23 he did
not want to run tha risk of owr both being wounded just before the big
baitles two days later, so I stayed with a Reverve party waiting in the
trench for them to come baok, Ag Cpl. Palmer did not return with the
othars, I took four men out to patrol bo ian's Land after dark about
10 p.m. to iook for him., Ve found 2 woundied men znd one dead man, but
found no trace of Cpl. Palmer, zlthough we went right up to the German
barbed wire. Ve co.l4d not go througn it on socount of the Machine Guns'

Bye-Yitness: No, Informant saw him go out, cnd went to
look for him afterwerds.
Temcription: Informant ned only known him ¢ short time
una could give ne particulers,
{\} Informant:- 8gt. Percy Stewart Pantin, 740.
: 44th Austrelian T7.F., D Coy., XITI B)
3réd Soutkern General Hospital,
Tse Base, Oxford.

5.7.17. Home Address:- 24 Laoey Street, Perth,
F.M.Pickerd-Cumbridge. Yaotern Australia. '
), : AsZsX: 44, RALIDR, _O:R, 2937
M. June 4th 1917,

1 xnew him. It wes during s daylight raid that we
made st the Catacomds or rather froa the Catagonmbs, I
saw hinm in tho Cataccmbs and hs left them and wont out with
the rest of us to the German line. He reached the German
1ine snd astarted baok with us when we had finished the rxaid.
He got hit on the way hack and was DSVeT 363l agsin by us.
He was closo behind 1/C O'Connor sho was &los raturning
and O'Connor thought he was still beaind him, but hs could
not notice very carefully as he was looking after a Jorzan
priscnsr. But when he did mo look round proporly he found

C. $hat Paimer had completely vanishod.
Inf: Pte C. Monkspeed. 958,
Ho. 7 0000
( BOULOGEE. 2047.17« .

Uz LV/F;Q G Cornrn o !f.ﬁ:."/
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“i Ay GOy SR .. . Opl, C.R, .
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Palmer, = -
1937,

-We wont over on-a raid and coming btack I saw him in No Man's Iand, Then -
‘the Geman's barrage came over us and he was within 20 yards of our. wires,
-and"when I looked again nothing could be seen of him, .We Rheld the ground,
i+ Quite ‘certain he is not a prisoner, He must have been hit by a shell and -
}:-blown %o pieces, I-lmew him very well, Ho other of same name in Company, .
S o Witness:=~ | . B
 FER g - Pte. 8, Frowre 23567,
£ -+ 44%h Battn, A, Coy . . '
; 3xd Aust, Aux, 'Hospital,

. Dartford, -

e |
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4th AJI.E. © pALNER. Cpl. C.R. 1937,
* b . B.coy- -

. ( ' | M. June 4/17

%1 lmew Palmer and shook hands with him when he left to take
up his position about. June 4/17. A raiding party was formed
from the Battalion and Palmer was Corporal of .this party. The
papty returned without him and I was told by them that he was
last seen in o lzn's Land in & shell hole and they think
wounded. Tims about 2.30 p.m. quite light. Yo other man of
trat name.® : oo

Eye Wltness:--

Description:-- 30 to 35 years old, tull,falr Well-built,
rather stout. Up to 7th June, heard no further news. -
We left Australia together and were friends. M

Informanti-- Signeller J.Thompson, 1914 Qf") Js\
44th AJ. . B.Coy. -
County of London Hospital, ¢\,

{' Horton, @

Epsonm. I
Home address:- Moss 8treet, 2

30 July 19l17. East Freennntla, /? \'bg\
VW.J.Parker ¥.Australla.

At bt T =




A i llissing. Jane 4t':: IQI'?.-
_,.‘:7_Pa1m°r w28 killed 4n & night. ra:ld ot Armnntieres, 'near Hooplines.

T could not gay how he was killed., We! “left him in: Fritz trench..

ERREED only knew ‘hinm 1n the Batt h2 came. over mith the ‘2ndor 3rd Reinf. ]
: —‘_"',He ;joined up the I’att as a. L Cpl. He came from ¥, A. He was a married L

. Disoription._ e.so. Hnight 5-10. Complexton. Redish.
ST , U 7 Wellg']f!uilt. :

»

'w;tixe'_ss; _ Pte. Sweinston. T.C. ';m;zm. 'i\.Coy. 44tn.Batt..

o Taxen At L _ S, . NO.4. Comm..nd Dnlaot. a
_IIO ¥.Command Depot. o : o Codford.
'~ Hurdeott. = . - /P S ]
| ) "I-B-I‘?.-' : )
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paimars Cpl. C.R; -NO,1937,
No, L.Plat. A, Coy. . .

‘ msﬁins.l JunEQ 4th IgI'?O

. ¥

. P/
One of our Officers,told me he left Palner iaying in & shell hole
in no-mah8s land,Messines, Palmer was wounded and tnere was no
nance of getting him back as we had to evacuate the part we hgl 4

I knew him well, we were mates in the Batt,

Degoripntion, Height. 5/7. Complexion. barlc
o ‘ well built, ’

Informant.,Pte, Peterson, N.8 Ho 2I4I,
B A, Coy, 44th Batt,

A%
Taken at Fe—3+G+Ds. NO. 4. Command Depot. _R)
|, Buedcobt, 17-8-17, Codford. .
Latrane 8.9,
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‘Adtn . Io Fo raz.mer, up:l.. d.R. 1957,
h Coy, T Fl.

(M, Jnne 4/170 )

=} "] was told by the men of Cpl l’almer'a Platoon thet he had
' been blown to pileces by a ghell during & raid in a German trench
‘neer Messines at about midddg on the 4th June 1917, I was told
w7 ghowt .44 the day it happensd bu I d0 not now remember tne names of
T any of the men who spoke t0 me On the subjoot,”

Bye-witnesgi== Bo.

R Deperiptions=~ !Eall; well built, dark, Good bomber and
W : well liked by his platoon,

| Informants=- Pte, W. 8. Treby, 617,

FRR Ath A, I. Fo © Coy, XI Fltn.

Dushaesg of Comnaught’s Oanadian

' Home addrong;w—
.10 8' 170

EEASLEN

H411tary Hospital, Taplow, Bucks,

(;_}V,H-. Savage, Lt. Col, | ‘? ‘\@C}
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“but wss unable to find:him, .

Dated et :_’_,ngbq.izi "ihia"a'nd"'dn:?'?Qf"'mgust 1017,
T (sed)

ﬁstdthmeqt'pédeahd-algnod'béféfblme:

L

OR17IAL STATEMENT EOHELOH. 2480/3/3

. .
oL
v

: o - (*00FY)
3tatemont made by §0.1879 Pte D'donnoll L. 44th Bin

" re 10,1937 -c¥1 Palmer O.H. 44th Bin
I wes with this man on the 4ih June in % ratd and saw
I oould not eay whether bhe was

- wim fall strack by o bullet.
xilled or not and oonld not go to his assistance as Iwss in
A raiding party went out that

" gvaning to 100k for Palmer b

© I therefore gonolude Se is elther a prisoner or killed.

~ Dated st  Dudlin  this Gih day of September 1917,

R

"“fé;7Q§?°;§hﬂiEgﬁtgfgfgpépentiﬁ0f¢n offiéér'iﬁiﬁOSpitaliatﬁbﬁiggﬁé.;':'E;

L. O'Domnsll - .

(Sgd) MoAlister Smith. = & -

harge of 8 German prisoner.
ut could not find eny trace of him.

(sgd) L. 0'Pbonnell.

aé%¥55i>:?§s?§tﬁAg?}iﬁjg‘*P%¥ﬁ6¥feﬁiiﬁﬁ‘£ihtbuﬁi<i§ié;*gaaiga;vgh;?;élfDa_ :
“wire,.but I was unable ot. - 'He foll nito a shell hole at the enemie QR
re bt I ues g b g0 e e e ey aather b oBoorting. .
e £ i b Erkardiiat Pl - 8¢ B0t 48 ‘Yhather ke wat Xl L

= tak‘“'pr13°n°r'5f1-P&irol”W9§§:Qu};in;geergh'dfihg:ﬁggé':gm:%i};%%f”*‘r-5

-~

T b Ly

(3gd) W Wehoter+8mith
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S & knew the ﬂpl Palnar 1n quaation.,hnt I was
;1n England on dune 4th last - end in” hoapital at Hardeott . Lo
‘where I met 8’ ‘Sergeant. 0f:0.Coy 44th Btn..In conversat’ 1on
;witﬂ$his 3gt 1 menticned Cpl Palmer's: neme, and was-told.

~that' he had - been: xilled in:a ¥ald in which this Szt took

part and that ‘they were ‘foroed @ t0 leave Cpl ‘Palmer's

body- ‘behind when coming: ‘baok. I .don't.know the-Sgts: name

;who ve . men-this. infarmation bnt he waa wonnded 1n the upper '
(Lett. 1 think) e . R -

Durrington - this Eath day at Septembar 191?.;; ,;;.*wJ.;
~ "_ ~ TS (Sgd) B‘. 0. Swainstor’ a :

? _&,{ [ ssd). u‘% m;t;

Dated at

53tatenent mads and signud hafore me

‘__‘_‘..r_ L. . A . C gt

onmma. swuwsm EGHEI.OH. ) '  2480/3/3
S {00PY)

Statamant nade by No.2069 Pte Orogker J.H. G4%H Btn VS{A
\

r! H0.1937 ‘& 1 Palmer R.C. 44th Btn
g ' 'EIaeIng 4, 6. IV

g I heliove that 1937 Cpl Palmer ¢.l., 44th Btn was wounded
on 4.6.17. dome friends have informed me that they sow him

- 1ying in 8 shell hole but ha. reZused to be carrisd back to our .

- 1ines ptating that ho was too heavy and that he wuld orawl baok
 when it becams dark, I can give nd imformation 8s to what

?gfhappaned to him eventnally.

'-.'Datea‘at ?erham_noana_ this 5th day or September 1917.
| (83d) J H. Orocker

) atateﬁent nade pand signdd before me
- . : . {sgd) R, Dooloy..

\QM




* . ORIGINAL STATHMENT ECHELOHN 2480/3/3

(00PY)

gtatement made by No.617 Pte Preby W.S. 44th Bin

C R
Rk Ko,1937 Ggl Polmer-8+8; 44th Bin
sa g L ] -

S4¢atement mado and signed before me

(&

{sg &l H.W. Lewis.

- On the 4th June 1917 when raiding the eneny trenches . %
- by Messines Ho.1937 Cpl Palmer C R. was to the best of mp 3
. knowledge blown up by a shell in the enamy trenches. The ;
. ground was sesrched but no trace of him could be found. ]
| Dated at fTeplos,Bucks this 4th day of S:ptember 1917. ]

3

. R
/D/
A

Ao o e e T uE LT c " T T -
:E-' = o . ) ’ . . . - 3
£ . - ‘ e S H
el e s Statement made by Ho.740 Sgt Panton P.S. 443h Bin ' /

R . re H0,1937 Cpl Palmer C.R., 44th Bin

Sy ReporEeE_hIasIEE Z,8.1T .

2. Y : _ . .

g;:ii' I 7ag on Mune 4th 1917 under 2/Lieut F.0. Gaze. Cpl Palmer

> 'was under 2/Lieut Lintott sbout 100 yards to out left. Just be-

Zi f tore.the raid, I was ordered to stay behind with six mon as & sup
© “port pariy. When the soldiers wame back, several man were missing

" When darkness came on, I took four men totry, and find the missing

men. . We brought in two wounded men, and- searched a sfar as possible

the ground oovered by the raiders, but saw nothing and heard not-
-hing of Cpl Palmer. ' ’

i pated at Oxford this 3rd-dsy of August 1917,
: S B . (3gd} P.S3. Panton.

o i i AR PR Rt b ks sttt e e

TffE‘Statement-made end signed before me ‘ '
o : (3gd) J. Freeborn.

-gﬂt?%&
2
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A I.F. 44 - PAIMFR Opl. O.R. 1937

o, June 4th 1917,

Opl. Palmer took part in 8 raid on the German line near

Hessines at mid-day on the 4th June, I waa not in the

raid nyself, tut Pte R.W. Henretty, A. Coy. was in the rald

& told me he Saw Tolmer hit whelle on his way back from

the German trenches, & that he fell close 4o the German wire

1 do not kwow Henretty's ummber, buf hs ig otill with Ho. 4

Pltn. A.Coye. :
~Pelnss oane from South West Augtralis, where he had a large
- Parm, Ho was u married min with 6 or 6 ghildren, & was very i
Woll Offc v

Informant; Pte L MoGornish 5768. A. Goy. 44 AJI.F.
2nd Army Rest Qamp. :
BOULOGHE, 8-7-1917. i

1

P ot F@'MMT;,

. iz
S

44th A.I.F, PAIMFR. Corpl. C.H. 1937, g
p M. 4 June /17. '

{) "I xnev "Cherlie" Palmer of my "A" Coy o 3 Plt (X belonged to 3
Wo. 1) He was left in & shell hole, in ne man's land severely 1
wounded in & raid at Plosgsteet, on ths 4 June/17. He belonged
to ths reinforcements. We went out from catacombs, (our dug
outs) zi Ploegsteet wbout ¥ pust two in the afternmoon. Corpl.
Palmer wws in charge of a section on o raild, I did not see him
woundzd but I hewrd one of the officers, do not remember Who,
(H.Q.) say, when he cume in, that "Pulmer® had besn hit by a
8hsll, ond had to be left out in a shell hole. Putrols and
search partlss went out but they could not find the body. It
wes coacludud that in thes meantime o shell naud "buried him up".
I wus wounded at I{essinzs later 27 June 17."

Bye Titness: -~

d\l

. Deseriptioni-- Qj

Inforzznt t ==~ Corpl.Hr.Augustus Jonnson, 138, Q\ ML
(’ aath A.IF. ACo. 1 Plin. AP
: Ferborne Hell V.A.D Hosp. (/o V>

Nirminghan, N
- & Aug.1917. Eone zddrass:- ione. \v\
. Geo. Bullock.

= .

Foesly
.:‘:«' S d



S0 PAlmers. 9
eple C. R.- 2037

I ‘saw. him killed at Ploegstesrt Wood. He was in a raiding party,

end wéPe peturning when a bullet got him in the hoad killing him
~‘ingtantly. It happened about 100 yerds behind the German front

:Yine and $he we had to leave him in a snell hole. We retook the ground
“two. days later, but I could not sey if he was ever buried. I knew
.Him 'well, thers being no other of that name dn the Company. ’

Hitness:- :

; Pte. G. 3. Patterson 2617

o ' ‘44th Battn. A.Coy.lst Fl.

7 o 3rd Aust.Auv.Hospitel. _
i . WeOmane. Dartford. .
g London. o : Qﬁ#%

' «
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Sta%s:aﬂ‘a 33{143 n;_%m. ‘Ehem*son J. 4&'&1}. B u ﬁo.1914

o ':s‘a Eo;l?ﬁ’? ‘ JD}. "’a..c..e“ cqu., 4.:4& Btﬂ

L I last 3 i¥ ﬁp ?aL.a" on tha éth Juﬂa 1917 abou"‘
-8 p P mzci w32 then on his w2y 10, %ske up positiom yrior =
-$5 . goling over 188 raldy. I gheox hands with hin apd wiskhed

. aim luex and. up: to $hs tide of the Haseines push as for es _
~1-souid game& and-not returned,. and to ny kno:;la&ga haa noo -
z'ﬂtux sd a% ang sunaaqusnt date. o . R

":.nﬁai.taa ot aégi-aod;% ot 6th aay of Sep,,n ber 1917,

(Sgd) J. Ehoméon.

fsﬁétéﬁaat_ rade snd signad bafore me . {Sgd)- B, Bradforéé
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: f- . o : Palmer, .
PR - o Cplo C.R. .-1937

» 1

" gsing 4.6,17"
: 1

4

suw him ¥illed in-a reid on the 4%k Juna 1917,

. o ~ Vitnessi- :
. - ' . ~ " Pte. J.T.%sunders £1Z4. o
- ' : ‘44th Battn. A.Coy. 1st Pl.
3rd Aiet.iux.Hosplital.
Dertford.
. Oman. Hote . Asking Mr. Eutton to interview Pie. Jobling.
':'London. 7 - - .
22,7.17. : : ' P

‘Refer to Pte. Jobling,_44th Bettn. C.Cay. now ia Tnglend Weymouth, who




44tn Ae To Fa, " Palmer, Cple. CaR., 1937,
S0 ¥, June 4th 1917, ;

"T knew Crl. Palmer whe was in A.Coy., I Pltn. He
ook part in & daylight rzid on June 4th at St. Yves near
YNessines, and weas wounded. He orawled into a shell hole in
Yo Mans Land, and said he would get beck when it was dark,
he would not be carried in, Ve did rot hear any rmore atout
him. He wate not likely to be taken prisolier, unless he lost
his way in crawling beck and went in the wrong directiorn.
Tnias information is based on general report at the time."™ :

Eye Witness: 1o, general report. :
Description: A very heavy, stout man, cane from :
¥. Australiea.

Informant:-- Pte. James Henry Crocker, 2069,
44th AIWJF,., A.Coy. II Pl:
Hortorn, -County of Iondon Hosp:

(:‘ - Fpsom. fl'"b
’ ’
tiome address:-~ 60, Suffolk Street,
15.7.17. Freemantle, ¥W. Australia.
P.L.Wetertousa. . :

44th A.1.F. Palmer Oz1. C.Re 1937,

(¥. June 4/17)

®It nag generally believed that Cpl. Palmer was killed
during our zdvence at Kessinea on June 4th 1917%.

Bye«vitness: No, general report.
Depoription: A big, tall, strongly bullt fellow.
Informent: O.W. Luwrenoe 1859,
44th A-Io?o. B. Coy.,

Royal Victoria Hospt.,
Hetley.

(> Juiy 11/17, P .

H.W. Hick.
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‘44th A. I, F. Pelmer, Cpl C.2. 1937, A. Coy,

’
)| —Clifford, D.M. 523, &. Coy
$RH —Creham, M.R. 419, B. Coy

g (1, June 4th)

"I am 3gt of 1 Platoon, A. Coy, 44th A. I. F. On June

5th near esaines, Cpl Pelmer (of the Willows, Harvey, ¥. Ausiralia)
vHom I knew woll)} who wes my Cpl, went over with me in a daylight
raid, about 2.30 p.m., sbout 30 of us went snd about half were
lost, the raid was succeasful snd Pelmer wag seen returning with a
prisoner when & shell lobbed just in front of him., Search party
fa%le% to £ind any trace of hinm, and coneluded@ he waa blown %o
bits.

D.M. Clifford, a big Irishmen, wae in the same raild; wes shoi
down ountgide of & Germen dug out and not seen ageln.

M.R. Grehsm waa in my brother's coy in the same raid, and did not
return. Fe was reported kllled.

. Eye-witneas: Yes besoription:
. Informant: Sgt Yule, 15, 44th A. I. ¥F. A. 1,
Home nddress:; Militsry Hoepitel, Lewlshem. K

' 12¢h July 1917. Perth, W. Australie.

A.JA. Hend N
- - Bn BI'CIOII. L} =
_ &,

- — O ot kT =




M. June 4th 1917.

I new him well. He eame over from Auspralia with me.
I saw him hit by He.Gs bullet as we were glearing out of the
German front iine after a raid. He was not quite olear of
the Germsn barhed wire and he fell into & sksll hole face
dovnwards. A patzol went out that eveaing but ocould not

£ind hin,

. Inf: %. O'Donnelle 1870e 4deAe
- H”W)ﬂ“)ﬁﬁ Ho. 2 Aust Cen
TILOGHEN.  7.7.17.
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