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“of 5th Julf, after:o ) .

-Was. ‘killed: outright by shell,. hit all overs . yos

‘a 1 o 't ’He:was’ ‘buried in Hilitary Cametery, , near .j' - :
. main- Boa& betweén¢Villers-Bratonneux snd - Hamel, about 2 .to: 2% R
;kilos from: ?111ers-Bretonnenx. - I-have -not seen his. grave, but~~-*'-ﬁ”
f-Piqneara'tolﬂ e . where ‘he ‘was’ burieﬂ and crosa

Thomas.'rt'e.a.u. 6109 -
--ldfl_;h_Battn., :C.COF v,




1:. July 5/18. ]}et.D/fB

T VI This man'a ’orother was - :l.n the '.Battm at the time
and ne made all poseﬂlla enquiries. ‘I know that he asked the
.. Padre to writs to his pecopls and I am certain that the Padre
T ek 4id 80 The Wmther. was. himself killed on the 8th August.
2. Tnig men Thpmas Wae killed by a piece of shrapnel striking his

x ;- gmmunition pouch, the. contents of which exploded and blew &
< 7 -“‘nole right through him, killing him instantly. I was on the
7 2 . spot immediately a& ca1l for S/Bs was given = I was his Plat,.

", Sergt. - and saw that there was rothing to be done as he was
- quite dead, Ve were lying in front of Ta Vaire Wocd at the
- time, and were in a trench. It was night-time when he wase
hit.r ¥We buried him that sams night with the Aj:rman, Lisut,

7. ~'Sedunders, and Hig Ubsarrer who were brought down -justabout

.. 7 the same ‘tinde and at the same place. Thomas was a dark,

- théck set fellow and had Just come out. He was about 25
and a Viatorian. ' '

Reference: Sere,t.A.E.A.lan, 1901, B Ccy.
;.».c.lO Generel, Rouen, 21.9.18«.




', Oeﬁoﬁér, 1918. .

| ¥th

14th, Australisms. . Shomas, ©. B. 12626,

I knew Private 01aude ?hom. Be 7. he was tranaferred from tha
jéth. A, Se Co AsI.Z. to the l4ath. Battalion. -1 heard that he wss :
‘k11led in July 1918 in front of Qorbie and I nmsw his Grave 1in the open
near -our front line ncar Hamel Wood and there i8 & cross on the Grave
‘I conld point it ont. : , S

In"ﬁ Hi‘ate. Ae Jq ;em- 4837.
o 14th. ‘Australisns. - Be 7e .
Anatralian Conv. ‘Campe V‘\'
BQUﬂuﬁﬂt \ *




i ;gkcd (?) hear Hamel.'iThe Germans ware
ce.cE: Bhell: ‘gtruck’ Pte Thomas!: equipment
1is wn:cartriﬂges intc: hig cun bod¥.:, ‘Death™ ~;_“
; ‘gwi+nesseé this. - Bre Thomas wes buried: be—$~‘
_}Hamel -8 ercsa was - erécted, ~I'san’ his grage.
B Ny Tne grcund was nelﬂ;?

FgefWi+neaB.
Bescription'

es. 3 - LY - -
3ark med;um.haight & ou11d*.c1ean shayen.(f

,L;Tnicrmant-- Stchell.ﬂ.ﬁ.l?ﬁﬁ.-'f
“(very- intelligent. Iiccusider: accnvauel
: 14th Battn. ﬁ R F. B 7. s




K. July 5thk, 1918, | - T

- He was in B.Coy. His name was Clauds, and he wasa
© ¥illed on 5th. July sbout 7.30 p.m. We wers standing
‘0 in & trench while Jerry gend over & barrage; our -
‘artillery was. replying. ' ¥e heard gomething coming
~ over which at first we thought was one of our own guns
- and it m=de us duok; it turned out to be a German shell
and a bit of the shrapnel hit the parapet in front of
the trench and glenced off on-to Thomas' eartridge -
‘pauch, exploding some of his cartridges whioh went. through
. his heart. He fell dead instantly. I was about 10 yards
off. He was buried the next morning just behind the
trench, Our front was at Bare Wood near Hamel Wood to the
‘left of Villers Bretonneux., Thomss came from gouth Mal-
“mourne; joined us in May at Villers Bretonneux; he had
been transferred from:the ASC, S : -
“Inf:- Pte. J.H.Hayes. 7509, , BT, .

6 Gen.Hp. Rouen
- 21. 100 180
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] ---Li.llad‘ He vas’ one of: t.t:o bro»hers "~n- our
S Onithe ‘Sth July 323t We . wWere on- ‘the right
‘after we dug’in 0.B. ‘Thomas Wes. hit"dy-a- -
“He' wes: ourled next- ‘day: just. behind B
Gross on the»grava no“-’. I he.lped. to .

sterbay C. _1_3 Tnoma
Etualion, and was ia BUY
_:__6' ‘Hemel in trenches: nnd,
Budd hal'l Annd killad- insr.e.ntl
n‘bhe french. The*‘e ig- the RTEANES

lm;ry : him.

'_-'A ~o apout 26 2:5 £t-8.in,’ in holght Hediwm build
dark*and:_ 01 egn shaven. y TR e 3

o Coy“’ ‘IITI p" un’._ ¥
SR colmorc Rd rIp'l
Bim*ngham.
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:- , mmAS . GQ'E.
&  pte. 13626, :

. E.-iﬁaot.-’ﬁf?/l&-
©  nf ynev gasualty. _Fe was a man.ebeut 5 ft. 8 ine,

. -well hailt, sbout 25 yesrs of.age. . Casualty s eltting in support
- palfy ki1ling Bin instantly. .. 1 did not see Cumualty ¥illed but.

2 T say his body shortly afferiirds. - He was et soverely scunded

. wi%h nis rene, mnber 8ud unit on it.” ¢
o Infomant:- oorge,
o No. 7240, 14th Bim.

. Private address:- ; : _

7 ' Beulah. ?000 . - . . .:’

B ¥ 3% -
- 1fzf19.

_ AUST_RAUAN RED CROSS INFORMATION BUREAU-—MELBOURNE.
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(% 14th Btne . THQAS, C.o T
- : Bte, . 12688,

Fo in acte 5/7/18.

© "I %mew Casunalty. . He waa & well built nan, about 5 £f,
'7-in8, in haight, dark complexion, &bout 23 years of age. gcasualty
wg in the advsnce &t Vesr wopd snd as he ws attaoklug with his Coe
an %,F. shall exploded nesr @ plece hitting his smrmnition pouohes
whioh expladed, Some entering his side killing him instantly., I s
L 'pot far away from him at the time of his death and I saw his body
S being buried next day &t Vesr. jood. There w3 A ¢ross erecied with
S " his pune, nunber and unit on 1t.”

Infanent:~ Pte, 7. z. 2ocook,
| : 0. 1606, 1l4th Bin.
s Private address;- - ' :

B liarong, L ;
e via Berdigo. Mo T

Ty ma . i
) -(r ) "_ 2/#19. - ’ =

_ AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS INFORMATION BUREAU-MELBOURNE.

Zr 1ineB st yBire Tood nesr Eamrel. . -An TL.T. shell exploded mesX Cnd-

; ‘all cver. . Eo ‘w5 -buried judt. .where henfell snd & oross was areoted
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