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1261 Lance Corporal
Richard Francis O'Nelll
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38th Battn. 0" MEILYL,
A.IF, R.F, 1281 ‘

n"Ei{l1led io Actdon,"”

¥illed in Action 4,10,17.
_ Cerg,y by Hqrs List 15,3.18.

Lcondon. .
18,3.18, : H.
368th Bettn. ¢'IEILL,
,&CI.FI . R.rl 1261

nri1led 4£,10.17."

I mae tcld by Pie. Bennett cf 368%th Betto, D.Ccy, thad
G'Heill %es saiped cnd killed cniright st Passchendsele
guring the edverce, He wes buried the seme day stout 20
yerds eway frcm cur third line trench ené I remember seeing
bis grove. sbcut 5ft 7ins, derk thick setb.

Eye-vwiltness: -
Descripticn: -
Informent:- Pte. Favid Hegarty, 1191
ZEth dattn, D.CoOy,
Toot ing, Hospitel.

flome sddress:
35, Clarke 3treet,

dcrbheote,
Yelbourne
“7.Inglie Jones
1,4,186. . :
London. YCTE wiritten tc Pie. Bennett 11.-.1B,
110".;:0 18. L:.

o e e A T

e o it

Sssibadiced,




. _R_n o 4
PO ] e

o  "E411ed 4-30-17"_ P
.7 I'wes %old by my mates that he was killed cutright by a -bullet: j

53_dn300j.4th at Broodseinde Ridge, while apeaking %o Capt, Orehard, 0,C,.

¢ D,00y, &6%th Battn, It wes slter wo had dng in, and he-4s buried on

'%:"the -ppok, which 18 ¢n this side of the ridge. He come from Williamg-
- town, Victoris, His name. was Diok, and was -the only 0'Heill in the -
:Coy, DGOy, and wes 4n 16th Pita, - Height sbout 67", rather fat face,.

. Informent. Fisher L/Cpl. J.E.C.
) : . 38th Battn. D5003¢_15th Pltn,

= : 3rd A.A;H. ’ -
¥ G Coupbe DARTFORD,

- A,G,Campbell. :

. Tonden | | | _

25418 - : _ . "

Hote; '_ Hritten Capt.Orohard, 23-4-18
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. 38th A.I.F. - - . 0'Neill. Pte. Richard ¥.

D Co., XV ¥l., 1261,

(K. 0o%t. 4/17.)
, Dat, D/B.

t , - :
"Y gaw 7'Heill mrisd near-the tronch at Zonnebrooke near
Fasachnndaela, on fot. 4th, ‘e nut a oross over his pgrava,
He wag shot through the haad,”

Rye-witness: VYen,

Danarintion: 3hort: fair,

informant: Pte. Chariea R. Innen. 2097,
38%h A.I.Fe D Co0., XV Fl.,’
1st Lopdon Genaral Hoa.,
Camherwell,

Homa addreass: 3arlongaronx muast,
ilolne,
Tietoria,
303,.4.18, aagtralia,

,@" .

E.0aldwell. . . \h;
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A.I, P, 38th. tetin, ' O'LSIL

C

. ° Rl F' 1!2_@1.
¥ILIED in ACTION 4/10/17.

Ref. vour enquiry re ilo, 1261 I/Cpl, 0'Meill R.F. (decessed)

D, Compeny 38th Bettn., A.I.F, The stove wes & I/Cpl, not Privete,

He

sies killed in ection on Qciober 4£th 1817 wnen his Bettelion wes

ettacking on thet date at Broodseinde which is gtout 1% milas South
7est of Pszsschendsele, I cennot give tine exaet spot es we were only
over the ground while the atiack lssted, He wes shot ty rifle or mechnine
gun tullet ané did not snse&¥rfier ne wes hit, end died in e few minntes

Hea
7

wes turied ty nis comrades where he fell, c¢nd e rough ecross wcg pade
them £nd 'nleced over his grave. He wes not turied in a cemetery

vhere the grave would be registered, In you memo you quote his initicls

s

L.7, Hisg initials were 2,7, His first €nristisn neme wies Richerd and

nia second €hristien neme vies 1 $hink Tranecis, I ap sure of the firsy
tut not quite sure of the zecond, He wes sbout 5f£% €in, high, medium
tuild btrovn eyes cnd hezir, full, rether round fesece, clecn shaved,

-

These are thc fullegd Getsils I com zive, I Imew decersed well and

cen voucn for the atove periiculears,

¢

Letter from:- “yA,Bennett, -
France, geu P

- London :
5. 5- 18' H
/
A, I, P, 38th Betim., ¢'leill,
- - 2,7, 1261,
(2— ¥ILIZD in ACTION 4/1¢/17. .

Re 1261 Pte . 7. 0'Geill, His rank wes Iy/Cvl. He was killed ctout
11 o'clock on the morning of the 4th Octoter last ot Ypres, He wos
welking slong with me, 4o have 2 look at the men consolidating affer we
had reached our otjective. An unlucky bullet got him thrsuch the heart
end he died =t once., I feel zure the tullet was not fired at him, as
gnother Battelion of our Brigede had sn ovjective Ifurtier atfield ond
aefter we nad cherted to comsolidate,they passed through us, zné were BCO
yerds eshead of uc ot thetime, He waee buried where he fell by come of
hic rates leter in the dey, His greve ig gtout 50C yords left of Spring-
field Farm, and shout 10CO yerds gtreiznt im front of Van Ispac's farm,
e meneged o Jut c wooden <¢ross over it, As I have no rmap of inet dis-
vriety I comnot give you co—ozdinetes, His mext of in heve teen vritten
to by nore than ong nerson Yo iy lmowledge, Apparently, they dont velieve
vhet is writton 4o thom or the letiers go catray, He usa atout 6t 8" in
height, charn features, medium build, freckles g few ond & 3idn that ves
not cleer, tlack noir, clegned ghaved,
' Letter fromi~ 0,C, fH#chand, Cand,

Frence, 5/5/ 184

ioncon
9.5, 18, 31




. ENQUIRY.
e'? ' PBI‘ Oa.pt. ’38111’ 11th Batt. A.I F
to Hres. Re 0'Holill,

.3¢4?'4 Corinells,.
P . HannanStreet, :
e : ) /" uilliamstown,

' . Vie toria,

(7

1n Action. ypparticulara.
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Informntion to

Aust..
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1261 Pteo Rt 'H&;ll,._sath Batt’— ArI‘.E‘S"’a IOth Brigade.
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17th Hovember

The Matron,
38t Canadian General Hospital,
BeE.JFe

Daar liadam,
Ve are making enguiries on behalf of the relatives of
two Members of the A.l.F. who £gin?2£fic1ally reported as having
died in your Hospital, and been buried in Etaples Cemetery.
éﬁ%ﬁiPte R.B.O'Heill and 4311 Pte Tuglis, 8th Battalipn
B s N 7
AJdF. died of woundalb-g-lﬁ, wa should ve mcst grateful if the
Nurge or Sister in Charga of tne wurd in which they wers treated
could furnish us with any detuils of their lest hours, if they
suffered much pain, if they lefl't any messages for ralutives, and
if it would be possible to obtain a photograph of their yruves
¥Ye find that these pariiculars are a great somfort to the relatdves
g0 fer awuy 1n'Auatr;11a. and help in a greut measure to soften

their 1lo3ss, whioﬁ ig our excuge for troubling you in the matter.

Thanking you in anticipation,
Yours faithfully,

SBECRET/RY
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