Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing
Enquiry Bureau files, 1914-18 War

1DRL/0428

2853 Lance Corporal
John Edward Twiss

I

4th Battalion

|

|

28007011

|l|||

|







- i Informant: D.'i.‘hompson. 6098. Oc)

T R e TSP
R T I oLt b

e 2T TR T T :—___-5‘_,_.,,-,’\;_{‘_;;_:1-:1_1':?.;\‘:;1&5::-”—-_ g T AT B _,,,, i 5!:.-_. -7 '.:}‘:L_:‘a‘;i"__'{!! .

AcIlPe & . 'gWisg, J.E. 2883
K May Bth.lgl'?. Det: D& B

On tha evaning of May 8th, Pwlss was with his e
companr;. ‘holding thae line. Duriug “he morning. .:oe.cpl. R
re, and Private Fentmsn, bVoth of the same gompany, were ‘
sit ing tu the trench vhen they were ecsught by Gsrman
anﬁlading firo, and Twiss was struck in the side by a
Tragment of shell and Les.Cnl,Crr stated that he was
¥illed instantly, "As 8 heavy barrage oX oar line continued,
- no doubt Twiss'’s body gut buried. He wag tall and

atron ymggilt and was about I5 years _of age, and was a
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ath AJI.F. Twiss. 3.E. aess.

X. Es\" 8/1'? Ilet D/B

°Twiss was killed at Bullecourt. . Hughes, 6021,
B. VIII. was with him when he wes k“lled and knows

detaills.”
| Eye-ﬁﬂtness: “w Mo,

Dascriptioni-- Hed ium built, fair, a little
gvey. Svdney man.

Informent:-- Sergt. Edwin'-Bution, 2829.
. 4%th A.I.F. B.Coy. VII Pltn.
Bethnal Green iMil. Hos.
" South Courage Ward.

Home address:-- William Street,

Steockton, '
Hewcastle,
E.S l‘go

15.10.17. - 4‘)‘\
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AIPe e TVIBS, J.E. 2853,

K. May 8th 1917. Det D/B.

He was a L/Cple and was in cbarge of.a small post in the
Hin denburg lines at Bullecourt cn May 8th. ¥e were supporting
Sgotoh troops to our left at the time. I did not seefd him -
¥illed, but I heard at Battalion H.Qrs. that out of the 5 men
on the.post, 3 including Twiss were killed end the iwo others
wounided by the one shell. Twiss was buried in the trench.
He came over with the 6th Reinfircements for the I9th.

Informant. Pte F.H.Middleton, 2714. B.Coy. VI.

2nd Army Rest Camp.
BUULGGEE. I8.10.1I7.

mm O
)

A. I. F. 4. IWISY, J.B. 2883,

XK. May Stlh’ 1917 .

Ho was killed at Duliccourt on MNay 8th by a shell in the
front line trench. I saw his body scon after death, took
his belongings from 14, and handed them to Dattn Hdqrs,
¥e wore rolieved that nizht aond the body was not dburied up
to that time. I knew him well, He lived at 49 Corkes Noad,
Conteninial Park, Gydney.

Aeforencet- T.h, Butterfield. 150. DB.Coy.

Tingry .«

¥ saw him killed by a 5.9 inch shell at Nullecourt on lay
8th, Beath was instantancous. fic vas killed in the froni
lince, I saw his doad body. I know nothing as to burial, Ho

helonged to B.Coye. MHe was talldng to me at the woment he
was hit. I kmew hin well in the Aattn.

Reforences- i« Uraham. 23770. D.Coy. Sa.
Tingrye.

Namo, number &c. checked from Battn records. Etaplos A\
: | 712417, X
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Both belonged to VIII pl. BR.Coy.
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Ae o Fo 4o TUISS, J.B. 2883, &
nai"!es, Codko sﬁ .

K. ¥ay 8th, 1007, ?

They.were dlown up by a shell at Bullecourt on Hay Bth,
They wore in the front lino st the time. I was clesc to
them and saw then blown up. Davies was killed ocutrignt. I saw
his dcad body. Twigs was taken to tiic Ald Post. He died thsre,
X saw his body there after death. I know nolihing as to burial,

Rofarcnce:~- Opl. ¥. Popplawell. 2a58. H.Cor.

I was with them, saw thaz blewn up as desoribed, and helped
to carry Twiss to the Aid Post and saw both dead bodles.

. S54.
Referencel~ IreUe Venteman., 6138. D.Coy.
Tinzry. %
Naze, mumber &c. checked from Battn records. Etaples /\) \\
7.12.17-



. '4:11 ‘Battn,

T™v188 J.E. 1. |
( ats 19th Battn, 2853 ch

- Infomnt ltstu thlt I./cp].. Twiss was kulad at Buddecourt

. on May 7¢h 3917, He wax k2)led by a shell and on that day Informant

‘ ‘asw him after he had been killed, Twiss was in B‘cey.,ncd!m bn‘.lld,
' m:-. mmied man, clnn nn.nn.

o , ,Ix_:fo_r_n_mt e m_rhm E/Cpl, J.

e _ T o ' A 6480, ‘4th Battn, B.Coy,

4th Aust, General Hpl
Randwick,
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. Ath BATTALION - )25
S Eata igtn battalion

*Killed 8.9.17°" -

child - tnis =as o3 he was dying. He ptood § feet 1D inches - dark.
1 think ke wore a moustache. ) ) -

He waa killed at Bullecourty Sth ¥ay, 1917. 1 eav him struck
vy a shell. ¥. ITvine and I carried him back io the 9th Battalion
Doctor whic gave him an injection. -He died soon aftervards. The
Doctor =aid it wos Bo use sur taking him any further. T#ios asked us
pot to leave him, 80 wa stayed., It was (hore that he told us abeut
his family. Davies was riiled at the snme time - there were seven of
us at this post. Jwisp and Zavies ware ¥illed and three others were
sounced. Twisa was & geod chap - everyond liked hin .

1HPORMANT ;= Privata F.G. Venteman,Ho.6138
4th Battalion

Private adgreas ;- 32 Hithednle Street,

SYDRRY

' ¥p.4 Australian Gerersl Hospital, Qf¥§k
I1C 5 N
oy

SYDHEY PURBAD

Twies was in my platoen i.mel him in France gnd know him welli’ =
Before the <ar he lived in Darlinghurst. Hg told me he had a wife and

e
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4th Austrslims. | |

| T4133, J.B. 2803
| e ey 5th.1917. Dete D/3. o

st vas in B. CO. fuiss wasn & chém Of aine. e had &

brother in the 13th Battslion who I mot sbout niddle of

. July st Bushy CGnvalesceont] ke ‘sekod me if I kmew anything
sbant his brothery I told-him I-heord it reported thet. . -

ho wan x1lled at Bulleoourt on Oth ¥ey. ' Y0 muke BUre

ebout him ho wroto to tho Bsttalion and got & reply bock

asging that hio brother wes badly wsandeg ami wea in ¢
Hoompitel. I forget whoetber ho told no what Hoepitel or
whore. - , L I :
Inforzont: Jede Lnckey 1057 .
' 4th Australious, DelOa, IV 1tne.
. suntrolinn Csmp, fouocllesz,
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July Sthy 1917.
¥iss Holden,
9, Lancaster Gete, ;
17 - 2 [ ] . -,

Wie regret very mueh that,

Ko 28563 Pte. Jc .ﬁ_p .L." S 111 Battal"ﬁn AdIeFe

W A R - An N e

was killed in action on 8.5.17, uo further detsils belng at present

svailsble. We have edded his nsme to our inguiry lists and will for=
ward any informsetion that we receive. Qo you wish the informetion sent
to you or direct to llo 275 Pte. H. J. Twiss, 45th Baettalion on whose
behalf you are inguiring? If to him, will you kindly send us ihe
cddress of his nospitsl?

Hay we ask you to convey to him our sincere sympethy in

his loas.

Yours feithfully,

b.o.

Secretsry.
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273 Pte. He Js '.i.‘W:I.BS
45th 3attn.A.I.f.
King Rdwards hilitary Hospivel,
Ealing,

Dear 3Sir,

7i%h reference to your inguniry for -.

2853 Pte.J.u.;" - 4th Battn.A.I._.-- vho is officidslly
reported killad iz action cn 8.5,17 we are ferwarding op unofiicisl i
report waich we hove just received ccnesrnipg nim. :

Informant 2714 Pie,P,E,lliddleton states "iwiss weos B
L/Col.and was in shargs of & s.0ll peet in the Liudenbar5 line at
Bullacourt on iay 8%h, \ie were supporting 3coteh troops $o cu lefd
at the time., I did not see him %illeé but I heurd at Bsattslion
Headquexrters that out of f£ive man ova the post 3 inel.ding Bwiss
were illad outright and the $two otisrs wocunded by one shell,
Pwigs was buried in the trench. He cune over with tiie 6th Reinforce-

meats for 19th."

e sre still pursuing our inquiries concerning Pte,Twiss
and will advise you as goon .5 we obizia further news of his desth

or buri:l.

with good wighes for iﬁ?r recovery. L”d"a'\yv’

decretary,.
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2736 PtesHe JoTHinS, Jamasry 26th, 1918.
45th Rattalion, A«I«le
5o 2 Command Depat
Teyumouth.
Dear Fta.fuiss,
| ve rerret to inform yow of further unorfizial evidencs
ahont tha death of your brother

1o 2853 Pto. J.E.T83183, 4th Battalion AcIleFs

-

given by men of his anit whon 1n Onmp 1n France.

2779 Ptes e Groham, stated that your brother was killed

instantly by o shell when in the front lina trenches at Bnllaoourt
and he took hin belongings £rom his vody handing tiem into thh
Battalion Headaquariera. He knew your brothor well and gave

his hore addresa se 45, Corkes iHd, Can%ghugl »ark, Sydney. ;

w
Jjo_ 28779 ptn,.G,Gyzham, steted that hs savw Pte.7Eiss killed

(3- by a8 5.9¢ shell at Eullecourt on' ey 8%h, wien he was talking

i g ke gt A R e

o him. Death was instantaneous but e knows nething of his burial.

Opl.¥.Popplevell and Pta. "« CeVantensn, gstated that your
brother 2nd another man were killed by a shell at Bullecourt when

in the front line nnd thoy helped to carry him to the aAid Post,
neithor of them know where your brother was buried. '

Shounld we obtain further news of your brother's death ve

shall immediately forward 2% to you and trust that it will be uome
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oonfort to kmow that hia death was Matmtamons,_
Yours faithfully,

. s

SECRETARY.




