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““March 2nd 1917. The ‘casualty occinrsd on the rise just above the village -
- near the sunken road. The ground was held. When I was relisved the body -~

" burial. He was 5'10 or 11", well bpilt, dark, 29-30 years. He joined
- a8.8 pr;vate,.pnt formerly was & Sgt. - - '

CcB0.TAT. S L )

Swain.

© "Eilled 2.3.17°
I'saw Swain killed instantly by a shell at ¥ef oncourt during attack on

of Swain was lying on the wire very much battered. I did not see his

Witness:- - U
. ) i H. Bellette 1057. ’ - .

o B ) D. Coy. 26th Batin.

A, R. ¥cFPhae. : - , - Perham Downs Camp.

Ithdono R . L ) 7 ) . - : - *
—~M

Seepo,
rf‘ L

Jap——— Y



26th AdI.Fs -  Swain Pte. C.Re 3709,
N CEE I (K. March 2/17 Det D/B)

Swain was killed ay Malt Furm Warlincouri near B
Bapaume on March 2/17. I didn't see it happen, but saw his
body directly after he ®zs killed by a shell", &wud preas, &

E_Ve-WitneaB: B ) ) 1
Descrintions Eis name wee Charlie, fair, well built,
abt. 5!10 : - :
Informant: Pte. S« Wililams 5113, : 4
25th A.I.Fe, | /w/?’\/
Napabury Hoapt.,
8t. Albans, /‘\P{'
Home addresst . . Herts.
- S " Verwlck, )
HEE o ' Quzenslande : < T
( Oot. 17/17, | B
g Ge Gr&nto




f | 26th Austrelizns | Swain CeRe 370%
o (”_ ' _ (K. Mar. 2/17) Det I/F)

I peerd thet Pte. Charlse Swain (26th Patt) was being

cerried aray wounded from Malt Trench, VWarlencourt at the be-

cinning of Marche Shells vere f:11ing, so his §/B jumped down into

a trench for skelter and vefore they cculd lower ric too, & shell
jznded on him end he was plown to plieces, I did not see this
heppen but 1 know it is correct because 1l found cut avout him at

the time".
Fye-witness: HOe

D scription: His wife 1lives in Melbourne; ke wes a waiter
or chefs :

Inforrant: Pte. S. Ricketts 3690,
: S6th Austreliens, D. CoY., XIil Plt.,

3rd Southern General Hospt.,

. Fome adcress: ) Oxforde.
. {, %5 Lawson St., /? )
_ Farehan, '
" peadinston, N.S.W. ,
J.M. Payne. c\)\_,g* \e(“
A I.F. 26, | | SWAIN, C.B. 3709,
i K, March 2nd 1917. Dets D/B. ’
7 ' ' thwl'w'
WU"
q sazah 2‘33 w§re ;2 Haltk;rranch ne:: Lonpard (¢) Wood, Wencourt.
. - on Naroh 2nd when ¥as lled outright at the barbed wire b .
M.G, fire with others and buried by o{slr burial party the nex¥ day

.. at the plaocs where they fell, I saw his dead body buf was
not present st the burisl. pg was sbout 5£t 7, stout, rathexr bald

26 yomrs,

Inf: Cpl.HE.R.Nelson, 4177. 26 ,H2.3/B.
Xo. 8 Stat Hoep.
BOULOGEE, 7.12,17..
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SWA.IN.' C.K, '"7094.'."

K.llarch.‘and 191'7 .' LoD e

R He was killer_i at I.{al'o Trench Gravillers on the daue FE
" pamed. .  He 'wss in charge 0of some Germzn. prisonera and ha
- had gone ‘oack with two‘prisoners %0 bring in &8 Ge
. 'wWho was 'nadly woundad. - A shell got all the’ party excep*
- the badly wounded Germsn. - It wa: a German shell, @ I..
. was there at: the. time and though? I did not sse. thla i
I goti it from men who did, I -ferget their names. -~ CI4
. was during an attack and wnlle bomning oux way up a -
- communir-ation ‘tench.- R :

Infs- Sezgt.najor. A.S.Hoxley. 2137,
NOQJ-]-' C C. - . .
Buchy nec.r Rouen. -

24.12c1'?.
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. 26th Batsn,
: . E__;A--I.F. .

S that he saw nim killed at Yalt Tranch, near Wa=lencourt.

" was caugnt by a shell, and killed instantly., Peterkin handed his
dlsc into the Orderdiy room, and whnich I saw,

. SVAIN,
C.R, 3709

#Killed 2,3,17."

L]

I Was tola by Pte . S,.G Peterkin, since "eported. miesing
He

I do not knmow place
£ burial, and I cannot refer to anyone for details, but. I feel

su*@ he. uou..d. be buriea at place of casualty,

Informa.m - I.,’Cpl_ V.R, Harlow, 2649,

B, 26th Battn, D, Coyu, 1&1’.-1 Pltu
e R 3.AAN,
Toowin . Wy Oman, Darctford.
O - TR |
%‘ = ‘ . ‘London,
e R 9.....18 - P,
S ‘ 1,
: : . oA Il
A IF 26th bettn. 3.2 3709,

ngilled 2.3.17."

" LAfrie" leaving ‘el bcurre
This men oo, cv%;. ’;*2ntm;:oigs wfitlr *rsalum b2ild erlisted
sz¢r 1916, FRbout S:it. s T e e e
Jamariangg ’ warried, wife iz Victeria. =€ » 5 é;gr;-iiiarer
i ji&scurt in tie hcp-cver. Breught beck by 3tret ieces '
re;lggfi jown intc the sa@y Then & shell blew him ic P .

Dc nct }_nc*- thc nErES c; Jtreteher beer 1S,

+.- 5,7, 2icketts, 3650,
Informents 26t E 39tt&1:’1cn.

T. st. J. 2.

T.cndchn 11
[ ]
?;.%.19- B E.I-
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Dear Hadam,

Aagust 17th, 1917,

¥rs., Swgin, | %
93, Puller R4, ;
Barnet, Herts. , :

Your inquiry for details of the death of your son

o skt

TTAJLLF.
has been received from the Heﬁzordahire Brench of the Haval
and Military Pensions and we have now received an unofficial
report which we beg to forward.

fo 1057 Pte. H.Bellette of the seme battelion who was

in o 1 Command Depot. Perham Dowus, steted th at he sew
Pte. Swein killed instantly by 2 shell et Warlen‘curt o the
line just above the villege, during the attack on Mareh 2nd,

The ground was held but they were relieved shortly sftermerds

end informant did not witness his burisl. When lest “e sew

your son Le was lyisng near the Germen wire resr om Sarken Road, E

He pdds that he was 5ft 10 or 11 ies, well built, dark erd

bout 30 years of age cnd he Lsd formerly been a serjcent.

Ve are contanuing our ennulries for detsils of his death ”gi




and bﬁrial and you may rest assured that we shall send
you any information that is received es we reslise how
..:(- Vanx':_[onaly you mst await pertioulers. _

Trusting that it will be some comfort to know
that your gon met #with.s swift end painless death and
ggp._:;ing you of our sincere sympatby in your geat loss.

' Yourz faithfully,
Secre abry.
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Mre, Swéin, licverber 5th, 1917,
oy, sAfLier T4,
Bernelb, i

Depr niem,

In fEnthé: reply to your 1nqn3ry for detoils of tho death
of your son No 5709 Zte.C.R,SHLLT, '

26%L Batielioz,
- T Al

we ragret to inform you of another npoffieiel report which hes. been
:ecéivea t=om Ho 5115 ote,3.W1lliams, when in tne Tapsbury Jar
Hospital, 3%.Albezs, .

qe atsted that your son wes killed instently by e shell ef
21t ¥arm, “avrlencourt near Bepaume dn Hprch and he sew his hody

ipmeiiately afterwerdas. +s far ss he knows your 301 wes burield
closc o the pirce of his orpualiy. :

Wo srs continuing the inmuiry and as enon a5 further news
ig received we shzll immedistely advise yon 28 we reslise how '
aoxioug you mat be;

Trusting that it will be sore comfort to knoa thet your
son suffered no pain,

Yours feitrfully,

LW

SECRET *BY,

i,
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Jeauery ist, 1Y1EH.
Mrs, Swain,

93, Puller X4,
Bernet.

Lear Nedsn,

vie regret to infor- you of unoffioinl-evidence river by
men of him unit nbout tre desth of your scq
o A700 “te, C.3.5FLIL0, 26tk Battaolion, S.1.F.

E_nd e e T ke

e LTTHgL LhEt 1t wil. Ue pome comiort to you.

1621 Spt. B.d.Powell, when interviewed in o hoopitel in
Eevre reported thet auring the etteck at yerlencourt on Merch
£nd, he wes engagel in carrying tombs with your son when £ shell
burst nesr then killing him mad several others. Trey were forced
to ge o5 in the advancs aad wrsduaskle to ~secripin-il you son
wes buried. He 1rst saw him 1lying deerd where ke fell.

To 690 Ste, 3. Ricietis,pives & somewhel gdifferent report.
He vap $o0ld that wrile roe. Swein was corried nwey weourded, under
heavy snell fire from ialt trench, Terlensourt at the beginning
of March, his stretcher beerers attempte’ to move into a trench
for proteotion but belfoara Lhey were able to 3¢ =c ne weg killed
ipstent pneously by e chell. Isfaornoct adds thet Pte. Svein’s
<fe 1ives in Melbourne where he hiad been s waiter or chef.”

e nre continuing the @guiry for details of his destt enid
eg coon cg thest cre reeeived we shell advige jon re we renlise
ho= anxiously you must awsil information.

!ssuring you of our sincere symeatry,.

Youré feitrfully,

M

SFCRFTAZIY
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Mra,. $wain, : Jamuary 28th, 1918,
93, Puller khd, ) '
Barnet.

Dear lMadam, 7
' In Purther answer to your enquiry for
3709 Pte.CeR.3WAIN, 26.h Batitalion, AsYeHs

L e e

Ve regret to i:form you of éndéﬂéi‘-'ﬁﬁdfﬂgiul report received

from a man of his unit when at the Bih Stationary Hospital,
BeRe?Ps He s8tated that your son was killed instantly by machine
gun ire at tho barbed wirs s¥: ﬁalt french near !_Quparﬁ Yiood,
Vancourt and bneled next day where he fell by the buriel p!;-rty.
fnformant saw his dead body but was not present 2% his burial, |
He desoribes him as 5'A" in height, stont and rather bald. .
¥e are coatinuing our 'anqniries :Eor- details o his death _.’\
and as soon as these are received we shall let you know as we
reclise how anxious you must be. |
Yours faitafully,
LA

SECAETALY .

e =



Februery 1l2th, 1918.
iirs, dwain .
93, Puller Road,
Bgrnat, Hertao.
Denr !fadam,
/e have just regeived another unofficinl report s
to the death of your son.

3709 Pto.C.R.STAIN, 26th Battalion, A.I.F.

vhich #ou"hayﬂlik;ﬂzahhuve, though 1t doen not amownt to

vory mache 2649 1/Cple7.R.Harlow, i6th Battalien, D.Coy, 3rd

"A.A.Tospital, Dartford reports that he was told by Ple.d.G.

Peterkin (sinco roporied lissing) that ho saw your son killed

instantly by a shell, at ilalt trench, near Tarlencourt. veterkin

handad your son's disc $h into ths orderly roon, and Cpl.larlow
gaw it there. He does not know the pluaco of burial, but Teels
sure it would ie ncar the piuce vhare the ocasunlty took pluce,
We are continuing our enquiries and us sovon Qﬂ Turthor

detuils aure received we shall advice you.

'ith our sincere synpatihy.

-+, Yours faithfully,
PG fTCenre

f-rr SECRVU AT



