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September 19tk, 1°17.

The 0.C.,
Wireless Testing Park,
Roysl Flying Corps,
BigginsHill, Eert,

Dear Sir,
We are deeply greteful %o you for ire letier

from one of your officers sbout ihe death of

P -

1t. Shapirs and 2/Air ilechsnic 8losne, R.¥.C.,

e

\ﬁﬁiﬁﬁmbaaﬁgiéé‘6ﬁ¢£ﬁgust o1st, 1917. ‘e are sirse
that it #ill be tkLe gréateat congolstion end comfort
?0 their relatives to know Uhat they met with an
instantaneous death asd will you convey &o:Lb.t—
whquname we ceanot deciphevour gimeers ulingis Y.
his oourteous and detailed reply.

Yours faithfully,

v-Dd.

SECRETARY,

KAW-
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£ October 3rd, 191%.- o
C 2
5 To &-91 T=iver *.J.5loane, * i
3 19t> Batscry., Mustrelien Field frt, i
.“- 3 - .rf: ] :— » _‘j
£ . 3
4 Deax i, 4
) g
3-' L d v, j
! Te sxe reguasted bp your unecle, Lz Rev.Hume Rohertson, to 3

il

gend wyon an accouti of fhe daxalk o0t weonr brother o 695 aiz/

e e

VPN

sfachsnic T.D.0loase, G%tL Squsd, X.T0., which occurred under such

P T e S S
N T T
LT e T

;r\ 0! 3 mslab
o . : caan g ]

s tragic circunstsnces oz Z21.8,1% aal we igret to ianform you of the
2 foliowing report ziven by Lt.Tilkiﬁson, R.¥.0., Biggin Hill, Eent,

who siineassd the aeccidect.

R

A 4

3

1

g? . Ta writes — "The 0.0, had handed yonr letter over 1o nme to 1
é.%IF answer. He coosiders it e mebter requiring more personsl dctaills 3
= thed ke conll supply, snd I was the lrst to sneak to then and one 3
& of the first on the scene of the rccijent., Ineir wnchine landed 3
[ on the heroirome sbout 12.1C.p.m. 0a sngust 21sk, leet. Lieuntl %
i Shepird was the pllot zrd 2/ t¥. Slosne, the guuner onserver. They |
% aere on their way from South Carlton, Lincs. to Frrrnce via Lyopne. B
= They wers g 1ittle ofl their course end nevinghhad some slight eng- 3
o in= tronble camo down 21 cighting our Aerodrome to have this o
X remedied and to find their ectuel position. Their engine wes put %
%% - right sad petrol tenke refilled by our mechacioes lMeanwhile Lieut, '3
5 Shapird. ceme to luach with us and Slozte went to the men's dioing }
I hut for his. Shortly efter lunch, Laving got full details of their 3

. course, they climdbﬁaboard ard their engine was "run up" for then. i

T Tkey evpressel themselves entirely gatiefied &rd it was indecd 1
§§, running per:ectly. Just before they left & messapge ceme through 3
£ fron the Air Ercad to the effect thet if Lieut.2hepirf tkought the §
%5_ weather conditions were not good enough, he we:r poft 4o stert. This i
£ messege I delivered to nim while lLe wm&s in hic machine with the i
%%5 engine runsing. The westl¥mas neriectly fit for fiying &cd he just §
5 amiled =nd said "that's slright cheer oh" ard proceeded to get =may. |
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"He got off the ground perfectly end flew straight into the wind .
to get his proper height, having reanobed & heipht of some 600

feet, he turced to get on his course., Almost irmmediately xax his
machine sterted to spin slovly in {iat cireles, then Jhe nose
dropped =rd she went domn in & spinning cose éive 10 earth, e hesrd
the oresh end saw 8 cloud of smoke descerd from behind a clump '
of trees, and heard tbe popping of sartitdpges. Immedietely sn
ambnlsnge end s dight tender proaeeded to the spot, and, belleve

me, me 1oat no time in getting thers, buti we were ucevle to 4o
genything for them. The machine wes blazing from end to end, 2nd

it wuns impossidble te aprroach her. s men who wes working in the
$ig1d in which she fell hed tried, he t0ld us, to drag thep out -
with 8 long hendled hay rske, vut.it Aes sonobvioms that they were
dasd thet he gave up the gttempt, The Dostor who resched the spob
ghontly =fter we 4id pave it ss his opinion that fheir desth wes
instnniznoons. Fe got the fire out and took the bodies slong to

our Lersirome where they were plsced in = hut gnd & Guard mounted.
An incnest mae neld, the verdiet being amccidentel desth when flying
pc one knows of course, what cenoed the machine to spin but it seems
-0 be the genexsl opinion here thet it was due to en error oF
Judgencat zs to the right amount of hspk remired, ¥Te sent wires
to e}l the British sddresses amongs$ their personal effects zivis=
dng thexm bf the acciisnt ~23d the pleoe snd dnte of fanersl, Thoss
were 8ll contsined -in a oole pook -belonging to Lo. Shepin, which
together with 211 the mersonsl baloagings of them both hended over
to the Mustralien Adminisiretive Rantrse. The letter slgo undertook
£11 arreazenments for tho funersl and would be able to give £11 det=
teils as to place eto. Moy { offer on tehslf of all the officers
hawe our sympethy —ith the welatives in their loss.”

fraating that 45 3ill be some-slight gorfort to kaow tret his
ganfh_must hrave been instantzneons arnd agsuring yon of our very
einoére sympatpy iz your great loss. |
~ Yours fn{ﬁhfully,

F.D
SECRET ARY,
L fw




