Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing
£nquiry Bureau files, 1914-18 War
1DRL/0428

403A Private
Matthew Roy Cathcart

53rd Battalion
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23rd Baitalion. CATHCART .1,

Late 36th B, . Ho.403% Private.
‘ Killed in Action 2 17,

Informant described Cathecart as about 5 ft. 2 inches high,
alight build, fairly dark complexion, aged about 20. Used to
work at liorman Shelly's, Sydney.

Informant stated that on 24/9/17 {not 23rd) the Battalion was
Just outside Polygon ‘7ood near Ypres, holding the line and pre-
paring to go over on the 26th. Both Catheart and Informant be-
longed toc the ileadquarters tignallers, and at the time were in a
Piilbex. Cathcart was nearest {o ihe window, attendinmg to the
telephone. A ghell cane Just outside the Pillbox and shattered
the cement which feil: blew in the window, and the fragments hit
Catheart. He did not appear to be geriously hurt, anc Informant
was surprised to learn from me that the wounds had preved fatal.
He was taken away about 10 ninutes after being struck, and Infor-
mant saw no more of him,

Informant added that Cathecart was well liked, and one of the
best Signallera in the Battalion.

IHFORFALY: Private ¥. Fenderson, 2857,
Headquarters 3ignallers,
53rd Battalicen,
HCHE ADDRESS: 17 Liandaff Street,
W.B. 0, Yaverl eye. - .
Ho.4 Australian General lospital, S
SYDHEY, 26/2/18. SYiiiwY BUREAU, ~




Home address:
§ Corralin,
Eaton Sitreet,

Willoughby,
NeSeWe .

3/12/17,
HqH.Pi Ckard" mbridge .
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53 « AP Cathcart M.R, 4034

K. Sept.23.17.
Det.0/B. .

: "I was only 20 yds from Pte.Catheart (53,A.1) wken

he was killed instantansously by a shell at 2 P about
Sept.25rd at Hell Fire Corner (Ypres) we were retiring in the
open while moving up to the front line when a shell burst end
there were several casualties. FEe was buried close to the spot
where he was ldllsd by the Re G Caaplain, Father Kennedy

(attd 14 Bgde.5 Div.) I attended the funeral. There was no

cross there but probvavly one was put up later. We were hoth
in four seotion."

Byewlitnegs: Yese.

Description: Thin built chap, loocked missrable
Jjoined up lately.

Informant: Pte.L.Bugden.3352, C_:)
A Coy, 1 plin..
30 . AeIeFe -
3rd, Southern Genexal Hospital
The Base, Oxfordj
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o31d, Battn, - | CATHCARY

‘A'IIOF. : H.R. ‘*OSA.

Rilled 23/9/17,

I suw him blown to bits by a snell in a sort of trench ut T¥pres.
He was not burlied for obvious reasons, The sane ghell that killed
hinm wounded me, I knew hin well, Ees cunme fron H,S,Wales, was

of modium helght and complexion, Iz vas well-liked by all the chap.

Ref, C,S8.Prjov, lo2a,
93x»d, Battn, .
Harefield, w_ 3o,

-W.Aliseon,

London,
23.11.17,
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: G s . FRANCE.
l ' 532d¢ BATPTs 4A.1.Fo WATHCART., M.Re 4034,

KeSopt £3rd,1917 Det,  HADDOCK. 4. 3510.

:-. -

Both; these men wers in A.Coy, 1 Slatoon end it was
Hzddoex's fizgt tims in with us. “hey were both killea
by a shell which landed in the dug-oul whare thoy wers at
Helf-way Houss past Dickebusoh. They weres buried within
100 yards of the dug=cut, WX

Ref ---Pte P.3incleir. 2521,
Ho A% Gen. Hospitsl, ca

‘
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BOIZ. The date ghould probably bo Sept 26th,

o Troport. Hov R3rd.1917
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