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DIARIES AND NOTES OF C. E. W. BEAN [ j
CONCERNING THE WAR OF 1914- 1918

¥ ‘THE_t_ue of these diaries and notes is subject to conditions laid down in the terms

: of gift to the Australian War Memorial. But, apart from those terms, 1 wish the
following circumstances and considerations to be brought to the notice of every
reader and writer who may use them,

These w“ﬁ“{' represent only what at the moment of making them | believed to be
true. The diaries were jotted down almest daily with the object of recording what
| was then in the writer’s mind. Often he wrote them when very tired and half asleep;
. =l also, not infrequently, ‘Hflut he believed to he trme was not so — but it does not ;
- ﬁ?"n* that he always discovered this, or remembered to correct the mistakes whe S e -
discovered. Indeed, he could not always remember that he had writter B

, :
B 'Mﬁ‘!ﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂ‘&; ‘therefore, be used with great caution, as relating only what g /S _ . _

i R ! their author, at the time of writing, believed. Further, he cannot, of course, voueh~—
: for the accuracy of statements made to him by others and here recorded. But he
did try to ensure such accuracy by consulting, as far as possible, those who had
seen or otherwise taken part in the events. The constant falsity of second-hand
evidence (on which a large proportion of war stories are founded) was in_lprenetl
upon him by the second or third day of the Gallipoli campaign, notwithstanding that
those who passed on such stories usually themselves believed them to be true. All

second-hand evidence herein should be read with this in mind.
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