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TELEPHONE FH:;.E?. COM MONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA‘ TELEGRAPHIC ;AI'JEHE!E

"AUSWARMUSE."
F 2598,

L
COMMUNICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED TO
“THE DIRECTOR."

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE they received a praise which never ages and a
tomb most glorious—not so much the fomb in PORT OFFICE RO 233 1,
which they lie, but that in which their fame
i P survives, to be remembered for ever when EXHIBITION BUILDINGS, MELBOURNE.
‘ occaston comes for word or deed. . . . . i

4th July, 1934.

Dear Mr. Bazley,

In continuation of my letter of the 8th
June I am forwarding herewith a copy of a statement in
which I have embodied the result of the enquiries we
mede with a view to clearing up the query relativeto a
statement on page 71 of Vol. III, which you handed to
me when I was in Sydney at the beginning of -1ast month.
I trust the information supplied will satisfy your
requirements.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. A. W. Bazley,
c/- Official Historian,
Victoria Barracks,
Paddingon, N.S.WV.
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| : AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL.

Research No. 72 (Second Series).
For whom made Official Historian,
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_History relative to the first unit of the A.I.F. to reach France.
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AWM. File No. Date 7th June, 193L. -

AUTHORITY—

On the 2nd June Mr. Bazley asked me if I would
investigate the query referred to in the attached note
by Dr. Bean. It refers to a statement which appears on
page 71 of Vol. III of the Official History and reads :-

"On the afternoon of March 19th (1916) the
first transport, carrying Brig.-General Paton, the
Headguarters of the 7th Brigade, and the 25th
Battalion, moved in past the Ile A'If to the
crowded harbour of Marseilles."

| From Dr. Bean's notes it would appear that this
statement has been challenged and that it has been con-
tended that advance parties of the 5th Brigade in the
"Ascania" arrived in France before the 25th Battalion.

From the I Anzac G. S. War Diary it has been
practicable to obtain a list of the transports used for
moving the 2nd Division to France and the units allotted
to each. The dates of departure from Alexandria and of
arrival at Marseilles have been obtained from the unit
war diaries except in the case of the "Knight of Garter"
(carrying the larger part of 4th A.F.A. Brigade) and the

| ¥ - i "Ingoma" (carrying 2 officers and 200 other ranks of the
7LL.an“~h‘4*“' . 19th Battaliﬂig. It has, however, been found possible

Ay to obtain the dates for the former from a card index in

Plne ¢ ﬁ L‘l . the possession of Mr. Withersf while the dates for the

latter have been obtained from correspondence in the
possession of the Base Records Office. From these
sources it appears that the movement was effected as

follows :-
Transport Left Alexandria Arrived Marseilles.

Minneapolis 15/3/16 19/3/16
Knight of Garter 14./3/16 20/3/16
Northland 15/3/16 21/3/16
Themistocles 16/3/16 21/3/16
Arcadian 1 7;3/ 16 23/3/16
Crispan 17/3/16 23;5/16
Eboe 17/3/16 23/3/16
\ Haverford 17/3/16 23/3/16
“f:,\k Minnewaska 20/3/16 2&/3 /16
Ascania 19/3/16 25/3/16
Ingoma 18/3%/16 25/5/16
g Llandovery Castle 20/5/16 25/5/16
City of Edinburgh 20/3/16 25/3/16
| Lake Michigan 20/3/16 26/3/16
Magdalena 20/3/16 26/3/16

Oriana No record ot before
C.11. 26/ /
Caledonian 21/3/16 28/3/16
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Page 2.
Research No. 72 (Second Series).

There has not been time to make further enquiries regarding
the "Orisna", but as it is clear that this will not affect
the present enquiry, the absence of further information

is unimportant.

It will be apparent from the above table that the.
"Minneapolis" was the first transport to reach Marseilles.
This vessel had on board 7th Infantry Brigade Headquarters,
25th Battalion, detachments of 1 officer and 25 other
ranks from each of the 26th, 27th, and 28th Battal ions,

8 officers and 471 other ranks of the 4th A.F.A. Brigade,

6 officers and 225 other ranks of the 7th Field Company,
and 9 officers and 202 other ranks of the 7th Field
Ambulance. From the 25th Battelion war’diary it eppears
that the transport reached Marseilles at 2.30 p.m. on the
19th March, that the troops remained on board overnight,

and disembarked at 1.30 p.m. on the 20th, "the first
battalion to arrive in France" as the diarist proudly
records.

Insofar as the troops on the "Ascania" might be
regarded as rivals for the honour, it will be noted that
this vessel did not reach Marseilles until the 25th
| March. It had on board 19 officers and 7/5 other ranks
of the 18th Battalion, and 23 officers and 695 other ranks
of the 19th Battalion.

In the 5th Infantry Brigade diary it was noted,
however, that '"the advance party which left E t on
13/3/16 arrived at Marseilles at 3 pe.m. on 19/%3%6.
Captain (R. E.) Hale (5th Brigade Headquarters) left
at once for 5th Brigade area. Captein (H. M.) Beirs
and Lieut. (R. V.) Spier (of the 17th Battelion) and
Lieut. (J.) Lane (of the 18th Battalion) remained in
Marseilles for purposes of disembarking and entraining
2nd Division troops." It would gppear that these
officers probebly travelled in the "Minneapolis", the
date 13/3/16 probebly being the date on which they left
Brigade Headquarters on their way to embark at Alexandria.
Apperently they were permitted to disembark immediately
' the transport arrived, whereas the units were kept on
board overnight. It would sppear from Dr. Bean's notes
on the query, however, that he would not regard the
movement of an advance party as being of sufficient
importance to amend the statement which is the subject of

this enquiry.
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TELEPHONE Nos.

F 25907, COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRAL]A. TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS

" AUSWARMUSE."”
F 2598.

COMMUNICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED TO
““THE DIRECTOR."

“They gave their lives, For that public gift AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL-
IN REPLY FPLEASE QUOTE they received a praise which never ages and a =
, I tomb most glorious—rnot so much the tomb in FRaT_ OIS BOX 214 D,
BB i e e s whick they lic, but that in which their fame

survives, lo be remembered for ever when EXHIBITION BUILDINGS, MELBOURNE.
occaston comes for qword or deed. . . . . 25

| | | - 8th June, 193L.

Dear Mr. Bagzley,

Since I returned to Melbourne I have been making
enquiries with a view to answering the query you left with me
relative to the statement on page 71 of Vol. III relative to the
first troops to reach France.

. The indications are that the statement in the :
Official History will be confirmed. We have been able to ascertain
from the Corps G. S. diary the names of the transports used to
move the 2nd Australian Division and the allotment.of trooyg
thereto. From the war diaries we have been able to ascertain

the dates on which the transports left Alexandria and arrived at
Mars@€illes except in the case of one transport which carried ‘
personnel of one unit only and this, unfortunately, a unit which
failed to keep a war diary. As it is clear that it was one of
the first, if not the first, to leave Alexandria I am anxious

to obtain some information regardéing it before replying to the

guery.

The line of enquiry we are following is to obtain
+the names of a few officers who sailed in this transport. As the
unit was distributed between two vessels, and as the records
available do not indicate on what basis the personnel was divided
between the two, we cannot immediately pick up officers on the
vessel whose dates of departure and arrival we have to ascertain.
We should get the information without difficulty but it will take
a few days to complete the enquiry.

| Fortunately the matter is not urgent as the
printing of the second edition of Vol. III cannot be commgnced
for at 1least two months as we will have to await the arrival
of supplies of paper from England.

Yours sincerely,

W

MI‘. A- W- B&Zle}f, . :
¢c/- Official Historian,
Victoria Barracks,
Paddington, N.S.W.

l
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1317,

i | . 3 15 August 1926,

A, Urie, E.Sl.
"Braeside”, |
__Atilﬁ‘ ’
Arran, Seotlznde

e e Denr My, Urde, o

Your som, Arohibsld, who was with the 4th Austrslion
Mvision nesr Fleurbeix in July 1916, is mentiomed in the
ghapter of the Australian Officlial History which deals with a
raid by the Gormsn® on the iusteslisn tremches on July 3. He
errs t0 heve beeon Geught in the debris of the defomees, amnd
EE’: Germens who reided the trench found him helpless, but were
unsble to detzoh him, Accordiing to one sccou they then
~ threw bombs »t him or placod thom beside him with the intention
- of killing bim, but the bombs did not lode, On the other
hend, these bombe usy have been dropped the enemy in their
boste, without the ing string been pulled,

Ag the incident is mantioned, I am writing to disoover
whether you had sny letter from your son sbout thet time throw-
ing light the incident, or whether, if he sfterwarde
saw you on lesve, he mentiomed the mettex?

The natter is not of grest importance, but it is
desireble to know the exaot truth smd we do not wigh to blame
the Germens unless they were soltually gullty of this barabrity,

Yours feithfully,

"y oL,
e, il .:1...4. T -—'——--'—":.-""l%-

e

Officisl Historien,
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BRAESIDE,

KNOCKENKELLY, |
WHITING BAY,

ARRAN, 22— & 2% g

O 2l fﬁm%/f@ Mi
At pripon oy P HeoTIR G P oLl
Il Aes M/ﬂ/(*um M&.Q,émfé :
P > A mﬁ;’ P i
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'PHONE
CENTRAL 5832,

PuBLIC SERVICE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
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i atAén OV CHIOKEN RUN BY 8TH BDE, FRANKS'FORCE,
= #fth Bde Raid on 12/13 October 19186,
o ,
" Map Houplines Sheet 36 N.W.2 1/10,000,

34th Div and 5th Aust.Div. to carry out ralds at the same ttme , (At
thlis time the BE%%Egggwas attached to Franks's Force). ;
Zero Hour - 7.30 pm., Bombt tp begin at zero. Raid to enter enemys B
trenches at 7}15. and stay there not longer than one hour,

Raia made by 5 officers and 100 o;r.-of the 31st Bn. The two battaz
ions in the line to thin out for 1# nrs after zero..H.Qrs of 31 Bn~
Cambrlidge House,An elahorate T.M., M.G., and Artlllery programme mok

i
._1
L
?
-
?
:
1
4

B
mostly in C.,17 a, One m.g.specially to prevent the enemy bringing

out thelir m.gs onto theilr wire,ll m.gs at work in all. A 1ist of

'i-.:l-u. p

code words: for examvie Tommydogg meant All 1eft our front 1ine,

=

Kary = "All in enemys trenches#,Sidney "All back €XCEDt ....."

Party was from "A" Coy 31 Bn, zEach man to have »nly a cardboam

| identity ticket with a raiding number on it.faces blackened. PRartie

to be in positn § hour vefore zero, ;
Right Party & 0ffrs Rt covering Pty., Left Party 2 0ffrs Left coy
43 p.Tr. 1 NCO 7 o.X. 42 o.r pty lnno
4 Dbombing teams (6 o.r each & 1 (came asg 7 or
M.G, 2 men offr, for each 3) right
S.bs 3 n party)
sigs 2 " -
inteir1.3 »

dugout® party 4 men
escort for oris.2 men
parapet pvarty 4 men

| Two parties to move out on edther side of road., M a
\ forward so as to be paraljlel to trench, e v e
Signal of final 1ifting of barrage - white flare to be fired low
i‘ towards enemys paravet from our trench,
| Teams to fomm stops 1eft and right and work in certain direct-
‘ | lons ub and down trenches and comnect, When nearing points where xx¥
; | lsjilacz]{:{ym meet one another they were to flash violet torches con-
Dugout parties to but Stokes bombs down dugouts. Also P.bombs,
| Machine gunners to deal with enemy m.gs (armed with Tevolvers)
Covering parties to protect flanks,
| Stay not longer th'n one hour. N,C.0. to blow French Horn at endf
|

of hout unless both 0.Cs decide to withdraw eariier,
To 1ie in Nomansland till shelling abates.

> -4
1'.."#":
Tl
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B '~ (2) B
/ - | |
: . The raid was carried out on Chicken run

Entered at © 17 a 20 35 and 35 &0.

Wire had been well cut 1n both pvlaces during the afternoon by our
18 pdrs and T,Ms.

The prelim.Bombt (13 minutes) had done much damage to enemy front
l1ine wh.was almost obliterated in places.

Barrage excellent. Party approached quite close to 1t with confidene

Retaliation - a few .77 and many minenwerfer, doing some damage to Bx
our trenches. No attemPt to barrage Nomansland to prevent ret=-

um of raiding party.

Little opvosition was made to entry, Parties proceeded along arrangé
€ed routes. Bombt had caused many casualties. German dugouts
were large, made of concrete, not much below surfdce of ground,
fitted with 1ron doors, and all occupied,

One dugout had at least 20 of enemy in 1t, In these dugouts

a "pP" bomb was first drooned; then a Stokes with time fuse. | -
A1l dugouts were entered after this had bm dome, Estimated bet )
wecen 40 and 50 Gemmans k. thils way.

Others were k. by bomb and bayonet, Estimates of officers all ,
agree that abt 100 Germans were Hkxx kllled.

We were in trenches 40 minutes, "Out " signal given on French:
horn., Thls was heard by all, and easily carried out.

Torches, Carbon vaper was vagted on inside of torches,

et e, b TR 4 IR

13 prisoners taken. Ten attempted to e€scapve crossing Nomanslaml
and were k, M.G, brought in with two belts of ammn. Bombs, Box
of flares, & riflies, etoc,

Casualties 3 men k.;1 offr and 7 o.r., wi, No missing.

- ‘.-.——*—' —h—_‘.-#-ﬁ-ﬂn . i

| { ijs is a condensed varaphrase of report, not 1iteral copy of
S T

sl o hatamiel oo M0 gl CIMONG ) g
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HisToRICAL SECTION (MILITARY BRANCH),

CoMMITTEE OF IMPERIAL DEFENCE,
Telephone : CITY 9941.

AupiTr Housg,
VicTtoriA EMBANKMENT,
E L] 0 141-

23rd July 1929.

Dear Bean,

Turning over "Die Sghlachten und Gefechterdes
Grossen Krieges 1914-1910," the German battle nomen-
clature and honours book published by the German
General Staff (whilst it still existed) in 1919, I
found on p. 196:-

1916
24.6. - 71.7. Erkundigungs und Demonstrations gefechte
der 6. Armee (im Zusagmenhange mit der
Schlacht an der Somme).

Then follows a list of units engaged.

It is clear from Crown Prince Rupprecht's diar
that the Supreme Command expected the attack to fal
on the Sixth Army, not on the Second as it did; but
I had no idea that the Germans specially fought to
find out and were still deceived.

So the raids of the Australians were not in vain.

g st neal
%ﬁ j%%“"&
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TELEPHONE Nos.

F 2597,
v F 2598.

CoOMMUNICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED ToO

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

““THE DIRECTOR.*

“They gave their lives, For that public gift
they received a praise which never ages and a
tomb most glorious—not so much the tomb in
which they lie, but that in which their fame
survives, to be remembered for ever when
occaston comes for word or deed. . . . . i

—

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

v . 12/3/49.

Dear Mr. Bazley,

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS
"TAUSWARMUSE."

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL,

POST OFFICE BOX 214 D,

EXHIBITION BUILDINGS, MELBOURNE.

15th June, 1934.

I have gone into the query which Mr. Wanliss has

raised in regard to the figures

given in Vol. III of the

casualties suffered by the 14th Battalion in the German counter-

raid of 3/4 July, 1916, and it certainly appears that he is
right in his sta%ement’that the casualties exceeded the number

given in the history.

Although all the records we have con-

sulted make it clear that the casualties were in the region of
between 30 and 4O it is difficult to make them agree on a

definite figure.

I am however furnishing the figures obtained

from the various sources and you will doubtless be in a position

to decide which to accept.

Officers Other ranks
Killed - 6
Missing - L
Wounded 2 (Capt. C.R.M. Gox; 29
Lieut. J. Mackay

The form in which this information is recorded in the diary is

as follows :-

Wounded
Capt. C.R.M. Cox
Lieut. J. Mackay.

31 other ranks
Killed 6 " "
Missing 4 " .

I have supplied this because in view of the casualties
the Brigade Major's report referred to below it 1is

given in
possible that

the 1Lth Battalion diarist intended his figures for the other
ranks to be read as a total of 31 casualties of which 6 were

killed and 4 were missing.

However the former figures showing

a total of 43 casualties are to some extent confirmed'by com-
paring the strength of the battalion after the 14th Battal ion
raid and before the German counter-raid which is given in the
diary as 23 officers and 847 others with the strength after

Mr. A. W. Bazley,
C/- Official His torian,
Victoria Barracks,
Psddington, N.S.V.
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the counter-raid which is recorded as 21 officers and 806
other ranks. No reference is made in the diary to any s ick
having been evacuated during this period and it would appear
that the difference of 2 officers, 41 other ranks is
accounted for by the casualties suffered in the German
counter-raid.

In a report undated covering this action
which, although our copy is not signed, was either prepared
by or for the signature of the Brigade Major, Lth A.I.
Brigade, records the casualties as being :-

Killed 10 other ranks
Wounded 2 officers éC.R;M. Cox)
Lieut.J. Mackay)

21 other ranks.

# B

We can offer no comment on these figures.

With a view to making a further check on the
casusalties obtained from the two sources mentioned above
the A.F.'s B. 213 for the 14th Battalion were consulted
with the following result :-

Officers Other ranks

Killed - 10
PtO-W- - 1
Died of wounds - L
Wounded 2 18

Apparently the four other ranks were recorded by the
battalion as wounded but subzequently died of their wounds
on reaching the Field Ambulance. If it would be of any
assistance the names of those included in the figures
obtained from the A.F.'s B.213 could be furnished.

If there is any way in which we can pursue
this enquiry further I shall be glad if you will kindly

let me know.

Yours Eiﬂ?ﬁ;ﬁiy,

7~
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from memory) were just about fort .

-. - :-" #34 [ ] -~ ﬂ_.r

The other ig that the quqs who disti
(F.H. Boyes), jbut his broth

there was not Frank
Boyes) . Frank Boye

a commissione.

(MiM- on 8/8/18 and

there was some talk

‘I

was an origi

by hearts I

&% 8

mistakes
ediately

occur in the

Th casualties (gpeaking again
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al 14th man a

] ﬁl“

I you look up the 14th
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of recommending him for the

eleven
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V.Ceo

T———-—‘"—-%-—_:L. —
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5 June 1934,

Dgay Major Treloar,

The figures given by us in Volume III (pe 304)
a8 to the casualties suffered by the 14th Battulion in the
Germun countereraid of 3/4 July 1916 have been guestioned.

We say there were “eleven killed, wounded, or captured"®,
whereas Mre. Wanliss thinks that the 11 represents the number
of the killed only, the total cususaltiss being zbout 40,

Would you be so good as to look up the 14th
AN e Battalion war diary and let me huve a note as to the figures
8 sBive ereini Ve do not of course want them to be mixed
~.od sawgrith’ the 14th's casualties in their raid on the Garmans the
N emiiorevious night.

It is just possible that through a typographical
errory we left out the numbers of the wounded and prisoners.

Yours sincerely, |

———

"MajJor J.l. Trelour, 0-3.31'
sastralian VWar Memoriul,
Box 214D, GeP.04y

Hﬁl bourna.

- e
» B - — SN I e e e e, e PSS L —
[ — = o ——— _ - o _
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

MEDICAL HISTORY. CHAP. VII. SEVEN

Bridges agreed that, as General Officer Commanding, A.L.F.,
he might be held to have a general responsibility outside his
divisional command, and, with his A.D.M.S., he interviewed
the corps commander, who, though also disclaiming responsi-
bility, recognised the seriousness of the matter .
make suggestions for the medical arrangements of the COTP@

Ao while following in general the scheme laid

down (including provision for only one transport for lightly
wounded), strongly criticised the breaking up of field
ambulances to supply personnel and the depleting of the
clearing station to provide equipment for the lines of com-
munication, since no advanced dépot of medical stores was
available for replenishment. Pointing out that No. 2 Aus-
tralian Stationary Hospital was available in Egypt, he urged
that for the lines of communication the *proper units, namely
the stationary hospitals, should be employed. He suggested
also that, since the 1st Australian Division was to land first,
it might be desirable that the clearing station should be under
him. This was approved by corps and accepted by General
Headquarters. He recommended, moreover, that in view of
the impossibility of duly preparing for seriously wounded
those transports which carried horses, the troopship Osmanich
(4 ship of 4,041 tons which had been already partly equipped )
should be properly fitted up as an additional hospital ship.
This also the General Staff agreed to endeavour to do. On
the 16th the Base Commandant. Alexandria. was instructed
by cable to send up No. 2 Australian and No. 16 British
Stationary Hospitals and No. 5 Advanced Dépat of Medical
Stores.

Meanwhile, on April 15th Colonel Manders, the A.D.M.S..
N.Z. & A. Division, arrived and was given a copy of Colonel
Keble's instructions to the 2g9th Division. A special order
was now issued to the A. & N.Z. Army Corps which opened
another stage in the medical arrangements. To supplement
the 4= hospital ship Gascon (allotted to the corps), which
would accommodate ** probably 300 serious cases,” there were
to be selected “two or more ™ transports to be used for both
seriously and slightly wounded, and for these three officers
and twenty other ranks were to be detailed by each A.D.M.S.,

a-ut._,

s

DA NQr7C, ashra
M M—-I.L Afyeraf

L S 3

A
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