AWM38

Official History,
1914-18 War: Records of C E W Bean,
Official Historian.

Diaries and Notebooks

ltem number: 3DRL606/273/1

Title: Folder, 1918 - 1937

Covers fighting at Villers-Bretonneux and
Monument Wood, April-July 1918 and includes
notes by Bean and A W Bazley, cuttings, note
by Brig Gen G W Grogan and comments on the
British history by 51st Battalion officers.
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COMVENTS BY LIEUTENANT-COLONEL L.J. MORSHEAD, 33rd Battalion.

Counter-attack % Egrd Battalion, A.I.F., and 12th lLancers,
Mar °

Despite the 9th Brigade report the only instructions given
me, and these were overbal, were to capture a line from the copse
immediately south of the first C in Marceleave to Aubercourt, to
capture Aubercourt then held by the enemy, and if possible to
extend to Demuin. When I asked for support the 34th Bapttalion was
made available to be used only if absolutely necessary. No
artillery support was available. While giving verbal orders to mg
company commanders at Bois D'Aquenne where the battalion was in
readiness, Captain Barron of the 12th lLancers reported to me and
stated that he was to be lLiaison officer. This was the first and
only intimation I had that the ILancers were to co-operate with us.
Nothing definite could be told me of the disposition of the troops
holding the line. This lack of orders and of information aptly
illustrates the state of affairs then existing.

Although the force engaged was a small one the attack was
really important from the point of view of morale. It was a
particularly fine effort of which we are very proud, and I deo
ﬁg that 1t merits a much fuller story than is given in the

The approach march was an unusual sight. There we were,
headed by the 12th lLancers mounted, our advance guard, marching
across the open, in daylight and in full view of the enemy -~ & lone
body going into the blue, and meeting and passing large numbers of
stragglers gave us small prospects of support. Yet we attacked as
if everything was favourable.

The situation mep for 30th March seems to me to show our line
east of Lancer Wood too advanced. I realised though that the time
was dawn, so that likely there was some falling back between that
time and when we made our attack. The enemy however made no
advance during that day. Again the gituation map of 31st March
appears incorrect to me. We were further ahesd than is shown.

The 33rd was held up 200 yards east of Lancer Wood but later at migd
night with the 34th we advanced a further 250 yards. A map was
attached to my report and I suggest that this be referred to.

We were relieved by the 10th Essex and the Royal West
Surreys on the morning of 31st March, and during that day they
lost the ground taken by us.

The British account rather suggests that the 34th was
employed at the outset. This was not so, as the first e
called on did not move to reinforece our left flank until 8 pe.m.
m: remaining three companies were employed three to four hours
later.

An important point is that we were well forward of any one
else, and were thus uncomfortably isolated. On our left the
nearest troops were 600X in rear and to the left, and the gap on
our right was even greater - from memory, 1,000 yards.

We were much impressed with the Lancers and I would refer you
to the remarks in my report, which will also give you the necessary
data for a fuller story of the action. It is interesting to see
that the name lLancer Wood given by us out of compliment to the
12th lLancers has been retained. Our maps showed this wood unnamed,
but in later maps it was shown as Bois de Morguemont.

LB
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COMMENTS BY LIEUTENANT-COLONEL L.J. MORSHEALD, }51‘& Battalion.
Villers-Bretonneux, 4th April 1918.

If information were available that the enemy intended attacking
on 4th April, it is somewhat surprising that this was not passed on
to the line units. We certainly were in blissful ignoreance.

The interesting point about the bombardment was the sparing
of the chateaux along the Villers-Bretommeux--Amiens road, the
idea doubtless being to have good accommodation for themselves when
they occupied the town, as the chateazux would have been marked on
their maps. Villers-Bretonneux was more severely bombarded than

the front line.

The 14th Division fell back in the morning and the 18th
Division in the afternoon. Any retrograde movement by the 9th
Australian Brigade was forced on them as a result of these two
considerable mmwmmmciex retirements.

The cavalry, to whom greater credit than is given is due, took
over the area vacated by the 14th Division with remarkable prompt-

- ness. The Byitish report gives an impression of glossing
| over the 14th and 18th Divisions' withdrawals, and the credit mmxtim
¢ merited by the cavalry is consequently belittled. These withdrawals
' were much more rapid and much less orderly than described.

In my opinion the 9th Brigade's report is very fair and gives
the true story.
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COMMENTS BE BRIGADIER-GENERAL H.A. Goddard, then commanding 35 Bn.

Fifth Army, 30th March 1918.

20, = XIX Corps orders. The actual orders received by
35 on were to relieve 61st Division, which went into
reserve at CGentilles.

Page 20 = dispositions north of the Luce on morni of 31st.
The 3§H- and 371& Battalions were relieved by the ’Isﬁ Division.
See attached copy of 9th Aust. Infantry Brigade order, which was
received by 35th Battalion about 10 p.m. 30 March.

Fourth Army, 4th April 191 8.
The subaltern in charge

%. 1;E lines 12 to end of Pmﬁ%
of r company ng this open and the enemy

advancing on it detached part of his coiwpany in an endeavour to
hold them. Unfortunately some men of the 35th mixed with some of
the 33rd seeing these move to their rear took it for a retirement
and came back on the town. These with the exception of a few
mmx were reallied and went forward again. The 35th Battalion less
291 battle casualties remained in line taroughout operations until
relieved on 5 April.

Page 20, 4th line - should read 33rd, 34th, and 35th Battalions.

.3MEM - after”33rd Battalion" read

on'e.

Cavalry. I am sure every Australian engaged in these operations
would appreciate special mention being made of the very fine work
of the Bpitish eavalry. Their opportune arrival on our left on
xtmmng of the 4th relieved us of a great anxiety regarding

6th Londons. The eagerness to co-operate from all ranks
and particularly their C.0. was most helpful. Their exchange of
clean Lewis guns for our mud-choked weapons wes greatly
appreciated.

et
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FOURTH ARMY, 6th to 23rd April 1918.

Comment by Major W.J.R. Scott, 20th Battalion.

Page 25 line 4. -"43 prisoners". Was not the number captured
nearer Two machine-guns were also taken.

Comments by Captaim P.V. Stork VeCes 19th Battalione

Page 2. Ag regards the figures dealing with prisoners, I am
speaking entirely from an unaided recollection, but I fanecy the
approximate strength of the German party was computed to be between
80 and 100, Of these it was computed that about 30 were killed or
wounded, and the prisoners taken were 3 officers, 50 men, and a
machine-gun. This comment affects the figure "43" in the fourth line,
and may in consequence necessarily affect the figure "56" in the fourth
line from the bottom of the same page.

Before the "hop-over" on 7th April the official information
received was to the effect that the "wood" was lightly held, and that
when we reached the objective at the eastern edge of the wood we .
would find a glear field of fire of about 400 yards. Instead of this
latter, the saplings were chest high. The "“wood" was anything but
lightly held, and the space be the eastern edge ran down hill
in a gentle slope to the foot of ?upur along which the Hun was well

/ entrenched.

? foq et

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO66/71 1



COMMENTS BY LIEUTENANT-GENERAL SIR TALBOT HOBBS, 5th Australian Division.

So far as my memory serves me and with the aid of the copy of the
war diary and other documents in my possession, the eventis as recorded
are correct, at all events as far as the troops under my command &t
the time are concerned, with the following exceptions in connection
with the events dealing with the period 24th-27th April 1918 -

Page 19, line 9.= "The 5th Australian Division had at that time
only o reserve battalions of the 14th Australian Brigade
immediately available." As a matter of faet in addition to the two
battalions mentioned I had at my disposal the 15th Australian Infantry
Brigade in reserve near Aubigny. They had been warned by Div HQ very
early in the morning of the 24th that an attack by the enemy was very
probable and to hold themselves in readiness to move at very short
notice. As soon as I became aware of the seriousness of the attack

I got in touch with 8th Div. H.G. and offered to assist in restoring
the situation - that would have been before 10 a.m. on the morning of
the 24th. Aseter that I repeated my readiness and desire to render
assistanee, but understood from 8th D.H.Q. that the division was quite
able to deal with the situation themselves.

Brigadier-General H.B. Elliott received his orders and had made
his plans so far as it was possible very early in the day, and was
very upset because he was not allowed to take part in the fighting.

No mention is made of the enemy attack against the Oth Aust.
Infantry Byigade north of the Somme in J.35.C (on the left of the
14th Bri « At 4.33 a.me. the enemy, three to four hundred strong,
attacked the right post of the 29th Battalion. The attack was
repulsed by machine-gun and rifle fire, the enemy re-formed and
repeated the agtempt, but was so badly repulsed that he withdrew in
disorder - his casualties were known to be very mmxym severe. No
doubt this attack was intended fof a diversion.

On page 27, line 4, "200 prisoners". NmaXrxyafk Nearly 400 were
taken, according to my records.
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COMMENTS BY BRIGADIER-GENZRAL J.C. STEWART, 14th Aust. Infantry Brigade.

Fourth Army, 24th to 27th April 1918.

Page 10. It is stated that the 2nd Royal Berkshire and the
2nd Rifle Bpigade formed a defensive flank on the right of the 14th
Brigade. Whilst I cannot say that such is not the case, I suggest
that further inquiry be made to establish the accuracy of the
statement. WMy diary and all reports show that there was no line in
front of that of the 54th and 56th Battalions, but that stragglers
of the two forward companies and of the 2nd Royal Berkshire were
incorporated in this line. The line established remained until
the counter-attack by the 15th Australian Brigade on night of

s S e o e S W S S W S

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO66/71 1



FOURTH ARMY, 24th to 27th April 1918.

Comments by Major-General Hon. Sir T.W. Glasgow.

% 19, line 11. "Major-General Heneker did not considerecece.s
and was in accordance with the views of Fourth Army".

This is quite wrong. After the details of the counter-attack
had been finalised, I asked General eker what time he desired the
attack to take place. He replied - "O o'clock". I pressed for
1030 peme, &8 it would not be dark until that time. After consid-
erable discussion between General Heneker and myself, and General
Heneker and the corps commander over the telephone, the time was
finally fixed at 10 p.m. Bolonel Armitage, the G.S5.0.1, and

Major Wicke, G.8.0. 2, of 8th Diviesion were present during the
discussion and will be able to give the facts as to what happened.

. S -

It does not appear to me that the 15th Aust. Bpigade has been
given the c¢redit due to it for the part it played in the mopping-up
of Villers~-Bretonneux. Before General Elliott issued his orders I
discussed with him the disposition of his attacking troops. The
supporting battalion was placed behind the right front-line battalion
not only because he considered they would be more useful there in
the attack, but because, when he reached his objective, they would
be more readily available to mop up Villers-Bretonneux from the
north-east., We both considered the enemy would more sasily
mgind.rtif he found our troops cutting off his only avenue of
recirement.

A A S
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COMMENTS BY COLONEL J.L. WHITHAM, 52nd Bgttalion, A.I.F.

Fourth Army, 24th to 27th April 1918.

Pages 2 & 3+ Vide last paragraph of the German plan of attiack
which states: -

“The attagck, as far as the British front is concerned,
fell almost entirely on the III Corps. Only the right
company of the Australian Corps was involved."

The 5th sustralian Division account of the German attack states that
enemy artillery preparation commenced 3.45 a.m. on 24 44418 with heavy
shelling of front held by division. (See also III Corps report on
page 6 of draft history) Enemy heavily attacked 54th Australian
Battalion, but did not penetrate. Main sector of attack from Hsngard
on south to right half of 14th Aust. Inf. Brigade on north. 4&lso
north of River Somme heavy infantry attack made on 8th Aust. Infantry
Brigade front (position held by 29th Battalion), but was repulsed
with severe losses. 5th Aust. Division state this was evidently a
"diversion" to main operation.

4de Dispositions of Oth Division: 23rd Brigade on right and
2%3 Brigade on left.

“25th Brigade had two battalions in front line and one
(2nd/Royal Berkshire) north of village as counter-attack
battalion.” |

5th Auste. Division account states that when 25th Inf. Bde took over
gsector on 20 April (approx. 1 mile of 5 Aust. Div. front immediately
east of Villers-Bretonneux) the Australian battalion maintained by
reserve b e as counter-attack battalion was relieved by a single

oon. 1t states that commander of 15th Aust. Brigade (Elliott)
drew attention to grave danger off divisions right flank if action not
taken to maintain stronger force for counter-attack, but was informed
that III Corps was aware of dispositions of 25 Inf Bde and had
approved.

The situation map (sketech referred to in first sentence of
“Dispositions of III Corps on morning 24th April® - page 3 of draft)
shows the 25th Infantry Brigade counter-attack battalion (2/Berks)
with two companies astride the Aubigny--Villers-Bretonneux road just
north-west of the latter town, and two fmmwedweempmwies forward
companies on north-east corner of town. 5th Aust. Div account may
therefore be correct in the statement that only one platoon relieved
their battalion, as the battalion mentioned in previous sentence was
the counter-attack unit for 25th Brigade. The contention of 5th
Aust. Div. (and 15th Aust. Infantry Brigade) was that a separate
battalion from reserve brigade was essential. The battalions of the
8th Division reserve brigade (24th), vide sketech and page 4 of draft
history, are not disposed for counter-attack from north-west. It
must be remembered that brigades of 8th Division contained three
battalions only, whilst Australian brigades still retained four
battalions at this date. |

Page 11. "Only extreme right company of 14th Australian Infantry
Brigade been attacked infantry.* (See previous comment ~ No.
1 - as to 5th Div. account.

i S e ———

"When 2/Rifle Brigade formed a defensive flank the 54
Aust. Bn brought up its support company to fill any gap
| between the two battalions and for additional security 56
Aust. Bn placed two companies aeross road behind 2/Berks."

The 5th Australian Division account states regarding attack on 14th
Infantry Brigade front that the line did not yield; but that the
support companies of 54th Bn were placed along right flank boundary,
fagcing south, and the reserve battalion (56th) soon afterwards
prolonfod this defensive flank westwards. No mention is made of
2/Royal Berkshire in front of this line.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO66/71 1
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Page 19. Regarding instructions by III Corps to 8th Division
or arrangements for a combined counter-attack by 8th Division
and 5th Australian Division, the statement which reads -

"Ma jor-General Heneker did not consider that an attack
across the open in daylight would succeed and suggested to
III Corps an organised counter-attack by moonlight*

does not state whether this proposal was made after G.0.C's Sth
and 5th Aust. Divisions had discussed the arrangements to be made.

%ﬁ 20s It is stated that - "At 3.10 pems 5th Australian
sion was plaeced under III Corps."™

5th Aust. Div. history in referring to these arrangements

also mentions that offers tovprovide troops for the counter-attack
already planned in advance had been unofficially made and the 15th
Australian Infantry Brigade had been standing by in readiness since
early morning. 5th Aust. Division were informed at 9.55 s.m. by
III Corps that no external action was required at present and no
definitexinformation could be obtained from 8th Division as to
proposed action to restore situation. The history further states:
"At 3410 pems definite action was finally announced when 5th

Auste Division was placed under command G.0.C. III Corps who told
General Hobbs that he required a brigade for counter-attack."

*The G.0.C. III Corps oconsulted General Hobbs regarding best
means of recovering the position. He at once suggested a
converging attack by the 15th Brigade from the north-west and by
another brigade from the south-west to meet at a point east of
Villers-Bretonneux and thus 'pinch out' the village."

"The G.0.C. III Corps agreed, and the plan was forthwith
adopted.®

These comments have been made for several reasons, as
follows:~-

On page 19 it is stated - "This suggestion (i.e.,
suggestion by Maj.-General Heneker) was approved by III Corps
and was in accordance with the views of Fourth Army."

Also to show that the plans for the sounter-attack prepared
by 5th Aust. Division (and 15th Infantry Brigade) prior to receipt
of offieial orders by III Corps and 8th Division for the sounter-
attaek might have been in a sense responsible for the difference
in the objectives laid down in III Corps orders and those issued
by 15th)Infantry Brigade (See footnote 1 on page 25 of draft
history).

- e R S S S S S S SR R e S e S =

es 2¥-22. The statement that it was a full moon on night
Ap and that althoughvthe moon was partly obscured by

elouds the light was good enough for troops to find their way
across country fairly well is correct, but misleading. The moon
was so obscured between 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. that troops moving to
forming-up places on the south edge of the woods were in absolute
darkness, and it was difficult for units to maintain connection.
After zero, and clearing the Cachy Switch, considerable aid to
direction was obtained by glare from burning buildings in Villers-
Bretonneux, but it is desired to emphasize that the moonlight was
only fitful and the periodic gleams of light only served to
/ aecentuate the more frequent periocds of darkness.

(For information of historian, it is mentioned that the H.Q.
personnel of 52nd Battalion had been "dumped" within 50 yards of
/] the tape line with a runner to maintain connection between C.O.
* and the Signal Officer who was in charge of H.Q. personnel.
C.0's 51 and 52 Battalions had proposed to each advance on the
inner flanks of their respective battalions and about 40 yards in

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO66/71 1



rear of their front line companies. C.0. 51 Bn went to his left
flank company, which had been delayed #n getting on to tape line,
and sent word to C.0. 52 Bn by his adjutant that he would be a
little late in starting (it had been mutually agreed to delay
advance till 10,10 pem. to ensure all moving together)., Adjutant
of 51 Bn could not locate C.0. and adjutant of 52nd - mainly owing
to darkness. Also the 52 Bn H.Qe. runner - not a reeruit or |
reinforcement -~ was quite unable to locate the H.Q. persomnel to
give them the message to advance. Ce0s and adjutant 52 Bn and
the adjutant 51 Bn advanced together to the dip or "donga" which
had been selected by the brigadier for the joint H.Q. of attacking
battalions of 13th Brigade, but, as related in offieial diaries,
this was a spot brightly illumined by Bosch flares and full of
gas, 80 they dropped back to Cachy Switch area where they were
later found by C.0. 51 Bn and the "losh" personnel of 52 Bn HQ.

Se much for the statement that "it was good enough light for the
troops to find their way across country fairly well."

173rd and 54th Brigades.

Page 22 The following remarks on the composition of the brigade
attacked on the south or right flank of 13th Aust. Infantry
Brigade might appear to be of an "If" or "what-might-have~been"
nature, but it is hoped that such criticism is not out of place
and that one is permbtted to comment on the wisdom of the decision

to utilise a brigade which had only one of its three battalions
available.

It is practically ceertain that better results would have been
achieved on the Hangard-NonumentWood sector had a complete brigade
been detailed to attack on the right flank of the centre (13th
Australian) brigade. If the commander of the right flank brigade
had been at Glisy (H.{., Oth Division) with his battalion
commanders - as was done in the case of 13th Auste Brigade - when
8th Division operation order for the attack was issued it would

have been practicable to arrange for effective liaison with flank mux
units. -

The 54th Brigade (18th Division) had been at disposal of 58th
Division sgince U.35 a.me that day and had one battalion in Cachy
Switch, one near Bois de Gentelles, and the third south of Cachy.
The statement that only one battalion was available seems open to
questions The battalion in Cachy Switeh (6/¥.Hants) was not in
front line -~ the sketech (No. 50) shows in support facing S.B. -
and the reserve battalion (at Bois de Gentelles) was within easy
distance of the assembly area east of Cachy. All three battalions
haed facilities for reconnaissance such as had not been available fozx
battalions of 13th Aust. Infantry Brigade.

Instead, however, of a complete brigade of battnlioug
accustomed to work together, & rumphesmm composite brigade was
employed, and it is submitted that cohesion in the attack was
sacrificed before the altack commenced.

— = - — - - —— R

+
7 Beffords 54 Inf Bde. .
7 R.W.,Kents 53 Inf Bda.} 18 Div.
9 London 174 Inf Bde.
temply under 58 Div.
173 Bde.

If, however, the faect that 54th Infantry Brigade was too
closely in touch with f ront line units to permit of its being
employed as & complete brigade, there seems to have been no
reason for not utilising 53 Inf Brigade, which is recorded (page

16 of draft history) as being available near Glisy and Blangy-
Tronville. - 1”
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The question of liaison prior to the attaek and for arrange-~
ments for its continuanee during and after the attack is so import-
ant that it is desired to stress this point even though it may not
be of value for the present comments.

With the limited time available after plan for gounter-attack
of III Corps had been notified to divisions, it is obvious that
detailed arrangements for co-operation between commanding officers
of the attacking battalions were practiecally impossible. (Maps
issued with 13th Aust. Infantry Brigade order for counter-attack
indicated positions where liaison would be established, but this
proved to be a "paper transaction®. The flank platoons of 54
Brigade (7 Bedford) and 13th sust. Infantry Brigade (52 Bn.) only
met for a brief moment at the assembly area at zero hour; ne
discussion between C.0's of battalions was practicable.)

The lack of effective co-operation was very evident at the
conclusion of the eounter-attack; battalions had no information
of positions reached by flank units, and huge gaps (mentioned on
PPe 22 and 23 of draft history) existed between units of right

brigad.- .

23e The mmmsmx reference to message received from enemy by
edfords demanding the surrender of front line of battalion is
algso dealt with in 13th Aust. Infantry Bpigade report of the
Villers-Bretonneux fighting of 24/2% April, and will be mentioned
later - mee comments re page 25.

e 23 It is consideréd that the preliminary difficulties of
%ﬂ ’IS% Australian Infantry Brigade might have been mentioned by
the historian. He has referred to the arrival of three battalions
at Bois de Blangy at 4 pems (5€¢e ps 17), and the next reference is
under this account of the attaek, when it is said "the advance
began at 10.10 Peile ™

Verbal orders for the ecounter-attack were issued by Bpigade
commander to battalion commanders between 6 and 7 p.me at Glisy:
the written orders and marked meps being made available at 7 peme
Barely half an hour was available for battalions to issue orders
before the advance of approximately 2,500 yards to assembly position
commenced at 8 pe.m. The start line for the attaek had to be with-
drawn 300 yards from the position originally intended on account of
enemy opposition from Bois d'Agquenne. Despite this the majority of
the brigads was deployed ready for the attack before mzmm zZero and
the delay of 10 minutes was only due to casualties in left company.
At 10 pem, the 7/Bedfords on right flank of 52nd Battalion reported

they were ready to advance, but their right flank unit (R.W. Kents)
was not then in position.

The approximate distance from start line to objective for 13th
sustralian Brigade averaged from 3,000 to 4,000 yards.

The last sentence on page 23 disposes briefly of action of

H2nd Battalion in the attack. There is no doubt that 51st Battalion
had a more difficult task, but the opposition encountered by 52nd
was rather more than gtated in this sentence. The enemy outpost-
line encountered just after clearing Cachy Switch was easily disposd
of, but intense machine-gun fire from the front and right flank was
experienced. The fact that advance was not so delayed as that of
51st ‘Battalion,which encountered enemy posts and fire from southern
edge of woods, did not mean that no opposition was met with, but

the formation of the country permitted effective action to be taken
to deal with enemy posts.

The 52nd Battalion advaneed further than the position it

finally consolidated - the 2/Bedfords on right flank, however, were
13, difficulties and had withdrawn, and it was numt:{nl for 55:1

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO66/71 1



5e

Battalion to maintain connection with this unit. The 52nd Battalion'
left flank - which, had the final objective been obtained, would
have been consider-bly further east than the right flank (due to

the original front-line salient east of Monument Wood) - had
agtually reached Monument Wood, and one platoon of the left company
under Lieutenant Henderson entered the wood. Owing to the left
flank being then unsupported by 51st Battalion, the position had %o
be consblidated approximately on the line of the Bois Ae Hangard--
Villers~-Bretonneux road.

E—— L L T T

Page 27 The dslay in receipt of orders by 2nd Northamptonshire

or its co-operation with 13th Australian Brigade seems d.ifficult

to understand. slthough the 8th Division Operation order (No. 287 =
of 24th April) is timed as issued 8 pem., details of the plan for
_counter-attack were available to brigades before this hour, and

this regiment was within half-a-mile of its brigade which was in
touch with 8th Division by telephone.

(Personal note for Historian. The confusion existing at the
joint H.0. of 23rd and 24th Infantry Brigades was probably the
cause of late receipt of orders by the orthants. I had seen the
¢.0, (Lt-Colonel Latham) about 4 or 5 pems - before we knew that a
counter-attack was to take place. Although C.0%s 13th Austrelian
Brigade were informed before 7 p.m. at 8 Div. H.Q. that the
2/Northants were to "mop up" we saw no one from that unit HQ until
early hours of 25th April, when Major Forster reported to our H.Q.
and asked ws to get a message to his brigade: he told us his C.0.
was missing - believed killed. As the orthants reported that
they ecould get mo closer to Villers-Bretonneux than their then
location - on left flank rear of our Brigade front line - we agreed
to Forster's proposal that he should form a"defensive flank" ,
although we did not strictly feel the necessity for such protection)

Page 32. Regarding opsrations of 25th Aprile Although &
comparatively small incident, it is thought that the following

agcount of the action of three or four "Whippet" tanks during the
afternoon of 25 April, to the S.B. of Cachy, might be ineluded in
the Historian's account of operations on 25 April.

As the affalr of the whippet tanks occurred mainly on the
sector south of 8th Division boundary (i.e., the front presumably
held by 58th Division), no mention was made in Australian wap-
dizries and reports other than in the special report submitted by
G.0.C.s 13th Australian Infantry Brigede direct to H.Qe. Fourth
Army at the request by Fourth Army for particulars regarding a
"flag of truce® incident.

In this report it was stated that between 8 and 9 a.m. on
25 April movements of troops had been visible on the brigade's
right flank front, but that it was not possible to distinguish
whether these were enemy or troops of 5Jth Division. The troops
were approximetely in area between N.E. corner of Hangard ¥ood and
moving towards Cachy. This had been reported to 13th Aust. Infantry
Brigade HQ by telephone to emable inquiry to be made from H.Ge of
54th Brigade on the right. It appeared to C.0's 51st and 52nd
Battalions that enemy troops had advanced inte the area supposed
to be oecupied by troops of 54th Brigade and were being permitted
to dig in without opposition, and if this was so it was a distinet
menaece to our flank. (The messages received from the German
bearers of messeges to surrender rether confirmed this belief.)

Some hours later - during the afternoon of 25th - when the
Ce0¢ H2nd Battalion was discussing with C.0. Fooodatadtomo
50th Battalion in his tremch in Cachy Switch the plan for 50th
to move forward between Monument Weod and Villers-Bretonneux, thej
had the joy of seeing three or four Whippet tanks come up from
somewhere west of Cachy, the leading tank trailing dead and live
telephone lines which it had, like Autelycus, picked up in its

travels. The young officer in charge asked for and was given
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direction of the reported enermy. He promptly wheeled his tank half
right or S.E. and made direct for the trench followed by rest of
detachment. In less than 15 minutes the “reconnaissance in force"
was over, and the enemy had fallen back in very quick time. It

was not only the joy of seeing the enemy turned out which pleased
us, but the satisfaetion of proof of correctness of our morning

- reports that enemy was in a certain area in which he was not
supposed to be, and which had been denied by the brigade
responsible for that segtor.

In the above statement of action on 25th April, vide page 32
of history, it will be seen that reference is made to a flag of
truces This it is thought conneets with the Historian's statement
on page 23, that an ememy message was received by 7/Bedfords
surmoning their front line to surrender.

The flag of truce carried by two gunners came to H.Q. of
518t and 52nd Battalions in a roundabout way. At an inquiry and
court-martial held byvFourth Army early in May 1918, it was
established that two Germans had reached a trench occupied by men
of 7/Bedfords and demanded surrender of front line. A subaltern
officer of this regiment - apparently the only officer left in
forward area - dispatched the two Germens in charge of an N.C.0Oe
with instructions to proeeed to unit H.G.

The party did not reach the destination intended, but the
next news was when two Germans, blindfolded and carrying a small
white flag, stumbled into a trench occupied by 2/Northants on
extreme left flank of 13th Australian Bprigade; an eofficer of
2/Northants brought them to Australian battalions headquarters -
where the C.0. Northants was also - and after interrogation by
C.0s 52nd Battalion the Germans were sent to 24th Infantry Bde H.Q.
A statement made by these Germans, when delivering their commanders
verbal invitation or demand for surrender, was that the Germans
were in superior force and surrounded the English on three sides.
This statement rather confirmed doubts held at Australian
battalions H.0. as to whether 54th Brigade units were not consider-
ably further short of their objectives than was reported, and
whether, apart from & series of posts occupied by 7th Bedfords
which formed & defensive right flank to 13th Australian Brigade,
there was much to prevent the enemy from reoccupying the ground
he had gained on 24th April between Hangard and Caghy.

A further written demand for surrender reached the Australian
battalions H.l. a2bout 10 a.me., but the bearer of the chit was
despdtched to the rear and rejoiced in the faet that he had been

made a prisoner.

Page 30; lines 1 and 2, -~ "left flank exposed to heavy enfilade
I'Cene

Right flank was also exposed to heavy machine-gun fire
from fx¥x south-sast and as soon as movement ceased in the advance
fire from B. de Monument was very heavy.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO66/71 1



COMMENTS BY LISUTENANT-COLONEL A.G. SALISBURY, 50th Battalion, A.I.F.

Fourth Army, 24th to 27th April 1918.

Page 23« On the left of the 54th Brigade.

On the morning of the 25th April the right flank of the 13th
hsustralian Bypigade was exposéd to German rifle-fire from the ground
in the gap which occurred between the 7/Bedfords and the Royal
West Kents on the night of the 24th. The Germans were close enough
for us to distinguish their steel helmets and top boots, and they
were digging in. A defensive flank was formed by 50th Bpttalion
headquarters, some men of the 2/Devons, and two Vickers guns of the
13th Aust. Machine Gun Company (these were 2 of 8 guns under
Lieutenant W.M.B. Cory "“standing by" for brigade orders, but I
requested him to fire on the German infantry provided he also was
satisfied that they were Germans, which he did). An English
artillery subalterm with two 18-pounders which had been placed

well forward for anti-tank work also fired shrapnel on these
Germans.

The reports concerning German infantry on this ground were
rather doubted by the higher formations, and on the afternoon of
25th three light tanks were sent out to reconnoitre and were
received by heavy rifle-fire from the enemy. The Germans were

driven off this ground by the Moroccan Div. on the morning of
26th April.

el L I T e e

Pages 23 & 24, 13th Australian Brigade.

The 518t and 50th Battalions forming up for the counter-sttack
on the night of 24th April N.N.E. of Cachy, near the Cachy-Fouilly =
road, werse heavily enfiladed by German machine-gun fire from the
Bois d'Aquenne, these guns firing traeer bullets in a proportion of
about 1 in 10, and even after the 51st had gone forward the 50th
advaneing in support after it was fired into heavily all the way
along the edge of the wood. The casualties for the night could
be obtained from the records. They were approximately - 51st
Battalion, 300; 50th Battalion, 2503 52nd Battalion, 200,

Ll I R R e— )
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| COMMENTS BY CAPTAIN H.R. GOLIAN (then Brigade lMajor, 15th Australian
Infantry Brigade.)

Fourth Army, 24th to 27th April 1918.

I do not think that the historian has made sufficient use of
the fact that, during the counter-attack by the 15th A.I. Brigade,the
men came into hand to hand confliet with the enemy and did remarkably
effective work with the bayonet. We were told at the time that this

was one of the mast brilliant expositions of bayonet work during the
war, but you can take that statement for what it is worth. I, of

course, realise that participants in an action such as this are prone
to regard their own part as the mest important. However, the faet
that the bayonet was used should, I think, be recorded. TFurther
details can, of course, be obtained im the war diaries of the 15th

Infantry Brigade.

The historian is ceorrect in saying that the 15th Brigade were
late in commencing to attack from the sta¥t line. The attack was to
have fommenced at 10 p.m., but the assembly of the 15th Brigade was
considerably delayed by gas, which was put over by the enemy, and lay
in the low country in which the 15th Bpigade units were assembling.
The 13th Brigade, south of the Amiens--Villers-Bretonneux road,
attacked approximately as ordered, and thus ecame in for the full
attention of the enemy oeccupying the township. They were so occupied
when the 15th Brigade attacked on the northern side, with the result
that their opposition was somewhat lighter than would otherwise have

been the case (see page 24).

19, - "Major-General Henneker did not consider that an
attack across the open in daylight would succeed." Ksnomaymosmmmibimmmh
timwk General EBlliott was very keen on this and issued preliminary
orders to his battalions to be ready to undertake this action at
ghort notice. Copies of the orders were sent to division, and Gen.
Elliott claimed afterwards that it was his ides which was taken by
III Corps and carried out as a night operation.

I think that insufficient mention is given to the part that
Australians played in the recapture of Villers-Bretonneux. I realise
of course that here again the individual viewpoint comes forward, and
that in a general description of operations all units must be
mentioned. Units are mentioned in the offieial historian's account

which we never heard of or saw during the operation, though of course
they may have been there and contributing their part to the general

result.

I am attaching hereto a series of maps which were prepared soon
after the operations.
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COMMENTS BY LIKUTENANT~COLONEL J.J. SCANLAN, 59th Battalion, A.I.F.

Fourth Army, 24th to 27th April 1918,

In reviewing the events described in this draft it should be noted
that when the Villers-Bretonneux sector was taken over by the III
Corps from the Australian Dorpes the 59th Battalion, then in suppert
in Aubigny lLine, was relieved by one platoon of 22nd D.L.I. I refused
to hand over sueh an important position to so weak a forece, and by
telephone reported the situation to B.G.C. 15th A.I. Brigade, who
approved my action and who made protest to 8th Division. However I
was ordered to hand overe.

Subsequent events on April 24 showed that a battalion available at
that point would no doubt have changed the situation considerably.
It would appear to me that this ineident should be published as one
having considerable bearing on the action of 24/25 April. The 22nd
Delele are not detailed in disposition of 8th Division, pages 3 and
4, though sketch 49 bears out my statement.

- S G S

Page 23 - the reference to objectives. I attended a conference
about 5.30 pemes &t brigade headquarters, Blangy Tronville. There
were present Gemeral Glasgow, General Rlliott, and C.O0's 57,58,59,
and 60 Bns. Ve received verbal orders and starting time. Only by
using "private” cars left by French inhabitants was it possible for
unit commanders to make Blangy and return before nightfall to their
commands.

Advance from the Somme embankment was through the iubigny Line and
the heavy wiring caused considerable delay, for though the moon was
up it was heavily screened by clouds. We did reach the objective as
given us verbally at brigade hmxdwymxziwmyrnx conference.

e & L

Pages 34~5. It is difficult to reconcile this with an ineident
which occurred after daybreak., A party of 20 Germans, unarmed and
drawing a light ecart, emerged from the village to draw rations at
Warfusee Abancourt. This party was captured by 59th Battalion post
at Hamel-Warfusee cross-roads. These Germans were unaware of the
presence of British troops!

An incident which occurred on April 24 about 10 a.meg~ An
English field battery galleped out of the fog and came into aection
about 20 yards from the position of 59 and 60 Battalions, on the
Somme embankment. Visibility was about 200X, The 0.C. Battery had
no information for us; he had retired about 2,500 and was preparing
again to open fire. I had previously sent two officer patrols.
forward to obtain information of the situation. It was with great
difficulty and only after definite threats by C.0. 60th and myself
that this officer was dissuaded from firing into what we knew would
be 14th A.I. Brigade troops as well as other Byitish troops.

It seems to me that personal narrative should accompany these
histories if the subject matter contained therein is to be of
practical value to students of military history. Generally the
account of events in so far as 59th and 60th Battalions were
concerned is true and correct.

L R K B W N _K_§N_J§_J_ ¥ ¥ |
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B A prisoner of the Srd Saverlisn srssts Infantry leglment
~ Wes brough back yesteriay (21/4/18) by a private of the 56th Battal ion
ynder rather peculiar circumstances. A4 report on the interrogation of
“%he prieoner is attached. .
The Australisn private concerned is o signaller attached to
Sattalion H.G. He is 39 years of age, snd in eivilisn 1ife had been
< years in the mercantile marine service snd 5 years in the U.8.
Harine Corps. He described himself as seing of s nervouvs temperament.
The story he told ie given below, aporoximately in his own words. The .
essential detalls of it have boen confirmed. |
"I only came up from the Bucleus on the evening of the 19th. Laet
night (20th) we were reliieved. I left the pariy I wse with and
went back for = souvenir(a bit of ehalk I hsd been earving ) whieh
I had forgotten. Coming away sgain I wigsed the party and mmet
hove turned left instesd of right in the village. 't any rate
I got on & road snd went forward until I struck some Tommies who
were guarding the road (Apparehtly the road in Pedleceand d. ).
The men belonged to/i  /zwwwwdmresrers 1 asked the Tommies to let me
#0 throush, snd said I might not come back but I wante: to get
somebody as & “"souvenir". I did'at tell them, but regzlly I knew |
that prisoners were vasluable st present because the 3oche was going
to atiagk on the 2lst, s2nd this wae the hight of the 20th you gee.
I went on and kept to the roal on the right hand side. Then I
noticed a working party on the left of the road in o hole. At
| least I thought they mizht Le a working party, or it might sve =
| machine gun posse. I could only mske out a few. I let out = yell
| and cherged. The Germans yelled too snd more csme UPe I ordered
them back into their dugout as I only wsnted one. I dont know what
langusge [ used, it smust have been Englésh I suppose, but I was
exglited at the time and may be there was & little Freneh mixed wp
with it.  The guestion of language asused the narrator some thought
| on later refleetion he deoided he might have used some Duteh also
| which he had plcked up in the States - specimen worde were given).
I also called out was there en Officer’'s servent there. You know
| how batmen pick uw» things from everywvhere and anyzhere. A batnan
| 2:0-0 ook some thifge from mesnd I thought I would get one back on
| nem,
Continuing the narrstive, the private said:- 0f courze I gave a
| bayonet demonstration when I ealled out. They must have understood
because they ran off. I caught the list man :nd ordered him back
with the bayonet behind him, |
¥When we got to the wire I stumbled snd eut my hsnéd a bit. The
prisoner got over slright and the Tommies looked after him. %e went
on and got into the villsge again. Ue vame seross two Auvptralian
Officers here. They sugrested I should hand over the prisonerg,
but I ssid there were a lot more further forward and I would go
back vith them for one. The officers gave the prisoner some white
bread, It was good bread. I then tried to find the road back to the

RCDIGT066711
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Brigade, but must have taken the one. A fellow ted
-qut = trugk where we could sleep. W#e Luttoned onr evc::::t:‘
together and slept there. (apparently in 0.28.4.)

- %0 g0t up early because it was cold and walked slong the main road
111 we were picked up by =m A.8.C. lorry. The lorry stopped for
breakfast and the boy had cups of tea and & slice of bre-d dipped
in bacon fat. I had the ssme but only one cup of tesa.

“e want on in the lorry until I saw a notice STRAGGLIRS POST. As 1
was a strageler 1 asked to be put down here, but I couldn't find
the post. We walked on into = villege named CAMON. I reported to
the Town dajor to ask for the direction of the main road to CORBIE
because I thought our 3rigade had gone there.
“e got a 1ift again in an A,8.0, lorry anmd then in & Freanch lorry
until I saw an old prisonere cage I knewand go I got my bearings.
e got dosn at DADURS and asked some 15th 3rigade men shere our
drigade was. They told us and ve wolked on to the village. Ve
reported here first to the Cookers =snd had tvo chpe of tea, some
bully beef and bread end bisouits (small ones). The boy wae feellng
::"u:um:l.-dnhf: ::t most of ::: so the cook wrapped it wp in
NO Ve He head

?tm ;111.'.- & lot and evagcuated vhen ho got

ound Lieut. B<4nci/ier’ ., He told me to 3
to the Srigsde O0ffice, snd they sent us on hito.m S e—"
The prisoner was very tired and couldn't eat the hot dinner thaey

set dowm."
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EXATRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF <880 Private J.S. Bartley,
Sﬂth BH- ttﬂ-li orl » A.I .,F'..

Back to the mud and slush of 1916-19217 again! So after a long
term in the lins at lessines the battalion moved out to Wulverghem,
and occupied one night in hute, and the neXt day saw them en route
for the Somme, After marching for three days a train was boarded,

‘ the engine of which wag mounted with machine-guns in order to desl
with the Hun planes, vwho made attempts to drop bombs and place
machinegun fire on the treins, ©Oeveral engines were riddled with
bullets, and the ruins lying Bbout and around the various stetions
Dore every evidence of the destructive power of the bombeeeeeesess

A ride in the trucks was anything but pleasant, and No., 2880
end <929 say that the men were packed like sardines in a tin,though
not laid out in such a regular manner, From 55 to 40 men, plus
rifles and full equipment, and food necessary for the journey, were
packed in, eand a man wes eXceedingly fortunate if he could streteh

| out at all, Usually & man had to occupy & cramped position for

e mény hours, sometimes days. A soldier hed to wetch nis gear very

carsfully too, elss it would never be seen again, for someone olse

would fancy it. Perhaps some gentleman who had discarded his own,

oWing to & long JREmEmBRR carry, and Who upon arrival st the end of
the journey had the cheek and audacity to walk off with another

men's gear........... All along the route the usuel crowd of
civiliens called out for bully beef, for souvenirs, as they said,
Bventually the Somme was reached..... .the troops were able to
salvage much food and tons of potatoes which ceme in handy, as the
méans of transport were none too good in those days, Much wine
lay in the cellars. iherever this was known, & guard wes placed,
end the law about looting was often read to the men.....

A stay wes made for one night at the dessrted village of
(?2) Vesurx-Chelles, Now about midnight No. <880 wes awakened by the
unusual rattle of bottles, and beheld Pte, Reg Kelly bending over
him, saying "Get this into you, spnrt".....Kally and sseveral others
had bécn out souveniring and had hit on a large white cheteau

(deserted) end there had found immense quantities of clder, wine,

-
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and champagne, stored awey 1in the cellars. When they brought the

news back, naturally there was & great run on the chateau, and as a
result meny were missing from the muster parade the neXt morming, anc
& large guard had to be called up to round up the stragglers, who
all appcared before Gapt, Thompson and were dealt with accordingly.
After a further long march on weter end biscults the men
found themselves in Gentile Wood, being very close to the French,
and covered by the French batteries of 75's, The Wood Was very
thick. Several villages lay handy, and Fritz was busy dropping
shells into them, In this wood was found what Fritz had left of
a Tommy regiment- the Sherwood Foresters. Thelr greeting was
"Jerry's a-coming", although Fritz was four kilometres awey in
front. It is a fact that, while these men had spent a coupls of
nights in this wood, yet they had made no attempt to make any kind
of shelter, The first thing the Aussies did wes to dig in, No.
2880 and Private Weeden decided to dig & hole large enough for both
to crawl into, and while they wendered a few yards away to get some
bushes for the roof, the chums "got down" on No. 2880's gear, and

made of f with his rifle, overcoat and gas helmet, But he was gquite

an old soldier now, and very qulietly after dark he made a round of
the Tommies' part of the wood, and returned with what he set out

for, namely, a rifle, stc,

A couplemof days were spent in this wood, Kations wers
small, The hard biscults averaged 13 per man per day. NoWw that
ration did not at all satisfy Jim Falconer, who wes a Jlarge man
with a big appetite, GSo 1n company with a couple of others he
menaged to souvenir all the colonel's rations one night, and lo and
behold there wes bread to be had, What they could not eat they
buried, and unearthed it the following night and had ancther feeast.

Fritz dropped meny bombs in the wood., A couple of planes
came over baariﬁg the Allies colours and dropped bombs, before
anybody wes aware of the deceptions A couplemof cows were Ehut,
snd were being cut up when the colonel interfered, and quoted "loot)
However he apportioned to the offlcers the best of the meat, and

distributed ths balaﬁce among the whole battalion.......
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A shift wes made to a new sector, and the Tomml cs wWere
relisved, not far from Aubigny. It wes the dead of night, and the
trenches lay in a flat, with a wood in front, and the shell-fire
there was heavy and constents The very first night in Wes a
"hajir-raiser"', end it fair put the wind up manyee....No. 2880 was
aldotted to a post with Bergt, Bradshaw, Jack Bisset being in the
post, also Were Joe lLansdowne and Fred Bowyer. All had an an*ious
time there, facing the artillery....and having no chance of raising
a little finger in return, BEvery mornling Fritz laid down an
awful bombardment. On the 9th April a shell came in and killed
four mén.,.....

After a day or so & move Wasg made forward and a position
was Laken up on & rise. The country wes very chalky, Which made
digging in a long job, as all the excavated chalk on the parapet,
stc,, had to be covered in order to avoid detsction, Directly in
front leay & vallsy, and about 1200 yards away lay the Hun line
directly in front of a wood, and not far from Hamel, Whilst in
these outposts No, €880 had charge of a section of No. 14 Platoon,

The post was & double one and Corp., Smith {ﬂﬁfetyacatch) was in

charge, Hun artillery fell heavily and had the range too, which
méde things unpleasantssccccececes
BEveryone heard rumours of a big stunt, eand Fritz was hourly

expected to attempt a further advance, The British guns peppered

the wood and placed heavy bombardments on his line &t deawn and
dusk, From the trenches one could see the shs21lls bursting right

on the Hun line, The ne*t thing to be done waes to get to work

and get the wiring parties busy, and get the patrols out.. ......

After a couplse of days & change over was made with No, 13

Pletoon's post., This post wes low lying and lay about 200 yards

from the hun front lins. The night the change wes made turned out
cold and wet, and No. 2880 had the usual job of placing out the
listening posis. Each hour a couple of men were taken out and lay

in No-Man's leand, sllently wetching for what information could be

gleaned, When one had good and reliable men for the job it meant

& lot to the men in the posta, but on this occesion,unfortunstely,
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there were a few windy chaps who had to do the job, as men were
scarce thén, For instance, a certain couple of them Would, in fear,
crawl in and lay but e few yards off their own trench, Mre Poc--w
threatened to shoot them for cowardice, and one of them seid that it
Would save L['ritz the job, There woere two others who always told No,
2880 that if Fritz came over they vwould clear out, and lr, B -~
instructed him to shoot them if they gave any trouble, and on more
that one occasion he had to threaten them with this, with more bluff
than any real intention, But it was a trying time with such men ag
that,

The first night in was very miserable, Sergeaht Gooding, in
charge of the post, wendered off arly in the night to go back to
compény headquarters for the rum, and he made it his business to
remain away till a little before dawn, leaving all the responsibility

on the corporal (Peter Holder), Moreover the sergeant returned Withe
out any rum; said that he had spilt it., Nzcither did he have any
rations, As the men werw wset through and shivering after the duties
of the past night, this was anything but a pleasing prospect, and

Cpls Smith volunteered teo go to the wuarry and get some food for the
men. He came back just before daylight and thus saved the situation,
It wes a noticeable fact that the same sérgeant mede it a regular
hebit of remaining awey from the post as often as hs did fancy that
there wes danger about, as Fritz was howrly expectsd, esescsasy

All went well t111 the third night., As Hn.ﬁéggsfhnd
instructions from Corporal Holder to place the post out eeriier than

usual (it not being dark énough at the time for safety) he proce eded
to do 80, much against his wWill, and he set forth in the puring rain
with two men, Harry Stone and Jimmy Bogan, end a pioneer sergeant, who
wes golng ocut to evamihe the wire. When nearing the post a surpriss
ewaited them, for the Huns suddenly put a burst of machins-gun fire
into them, Jimmy Bogen and No., 2880 dropped, whilst Harry Stone
turned and fled, more frightened then hurt, for he was not hit.
Bullets flew eround and ploughed up the ground. Jimmy wes badly hit,
and they took off his leg afterwards. No, 2880 was shot in the thigh,

and meneged to get ecross to Blighty. There were four bullets hit the

S — et — e
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RESUME OF EXPERIENCES ON THE WESTERN FRONT

from February 1918 %o September 1918,

Dear Ones:-

On my return to France after my last leave, I was left
at our Betellion Details Camp Jjust this side of Lindenhoek in
Bolgivm. The Betellion was then in the line at liessines - Tytchate

sector.

I mede seversl aprlications o got up with the remainder
of the Headguariers, vut tle Colonel would not zllowme %o geo.
About the end of Pebruary the Colonel went %o England on leave and
ny old coxrede-in-arma, Mejor Murrey, M.C. assumed command of the

Betallion. Soon after he took over, one of our posts was raided

| and the Lewis Gun on it failed to work. This reflected disecredit
on my Depariment, end I spplied again to go Lforward so that I could
| peramlly gupervise the guns. A8 & new systom of Anﬁ-ureraft
Defence came in about this time, and I was the one %0 manage 1%,

Major Murray brought me forward. T lived with Batallion Headquarters
in a Pill-Box eclled "Onraet Farm”™ and from this place visited the

boys at Denny's Wood (Reserva), Rose Wood and Ravine (Supports) and
the Liig. The latter place had to be visited in darkness or under
cover of fog and I had some exeliing trips round. but the gunners
were always glad to see me, and I felt far happiler watchlng over
them myself. This front livened up a great deal as the Spring
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drew nigh and there was a lot of gas shelling indulged in by both
parties. The Major and I were caught in it one night and I was

nearly suffocated. |

On the n+nrn:l.ng of March 2lst., there was great activiiy
along the whole front, and we expected Fritz to attack. Our guns
opened with a roar and were ably assisted by a hurricane Machine Gun |
Barrage, but apart from a few isolated raids there was no decided
enemy action. We did not know till afterwards that it was really

a sympathy bombardment to assist his mighty attack down South. A
couple of deys later we were drawn back to supporés, around the ruins
of Wytchate.

On the Saturd_ay night I went to A. Company for the evening
meal; after it was over we yarned for & while in the dug-out, '_uhon
suddenly an urgent message came for Captain Smith "Wanted at Head-
guarters.” I went along with him; all the Company Commanders were
there and the Colonel who had just returned. He apologised for
ecalling us so suddenly, but added, "It's war gentlemenl serious
war." He explained that things were going hardly down South and
the Germans everywhere pressing us back. He told us our Division
was 0 be relieved the next night ﬁld. we would proceed South as

GsHeQe REesErve.
A1l was bustle the next day and at dusk we moved off %o

a Camp some distance back, near a place ealled Vierstraat. Here
we were alongside the lst Batallion, and I had a talk with Price

and Len MeArthur.
The following morning we proceeded by light railway %o
Wiffenhoek, where we spent the affernoon and evening. Here we
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| received the startling news that the enemy was near Albert, and it

| seemed as though the Empire was shattering like a pack of cards.
The next day we entrained ﬁ Wiffenhoek Siding and proceeded to
Douillons, where we detrained at midnight. No one seemed $0 know
anything; confusion was rampant. At last we moved off with an
advance guard out as protection. We marched for hours, t_:L'Ll the
dawn broke and the sun rose, and at last we halted at the village
of Luvencourt. Ve stayed there a day, still without any definite
orders. I can well remember receiving my Bible which had been
posted from England, and wondering how long I would be able to read
is.

We reconnoitred the front from here, and next day marched

o Harponville, where we stayed for abouit three days in reserve.
This respite was not for long. A Mon order flashed through, and
our Batallion moved out of Eﬁrpmvilla in the dark hours of an early
morning. We had a long, cruel, foreéd march of several hours to a

place called Acheaux, where we were put on buses and driven for miles

through Amiens and away out to Daours, where we alighted. Alarming
ez

rumours awalted us here. The 15th Australien Infantry Brigade
fighting hard and we would peﬁaibly go right into it. One Englﬁh
Officer came up to me and said "My word we are glad to see you, its
awful here. Your fellows cut them up yesterday with Lewis Guns."
After a wait of sometime, we marched on to Aubiney where we were
billeted. I will long remember the sight of that village -
absolutely plundered, houses ransacked, clothes and furniture in

all directions, ecivilians gone, meals (half eaten) left on the tables.
A state of things existing in several villages which I was to see
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later. We set to work and eleaned out as well as we could and
had a meal. That night, a part of the Batallion moved forward,
t0 relieve some cavalry which had galloped into action the day
before and formed some sort of a line. I was left with several
others in Aubiney (much to my disgust, though still feeling very
tired I searcely complained). We soon set to work in the village
and secured supplies of foodstuffs which had been left behind -
chiefly flour and potatoes.

Meanwhile, the other part of the Batallion had dug a line in

front of Yillarn-m'ttménx. Captain Pearson and I went up the
next afternoon and saw the Headquarters which was in the cellar
of an isolated house. They expected an attack from the enemy
that afternoon, but it did not eventuate. At that time we had
only about one battery (6 guns) of field artillery behind us.
Villers-Bretonneux was another scene of desolation and ruin.
Plenty of food, e¢lothes, fowls, wines ete. in the town. These
were all made good use of by our troops who lived like lords in
those early days. Our headquarters moved into a stately chateau
in the town, and there drank from costly glass and china, had
records on the gramaphone, selections on the piano, played bill:l_.ards
and sat in easy chairs and slept in sheets with beautiful eider-
down:quilts over them. Several sent souvenirs away, but somehow
I didn't like to take anything unless it was necessary, such as
food. The officers had one big dinner, and I believe it was a
fine affair - poultry, soup, puddings, wines, efc..

Meanwhile, our line had been advanced about 700 yards
on the second night, and Fritz awoke %o the fact next morning
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| with a start. His little game of easy advancing had come to a stop =
he met Australia on the slopes around Villers-Bretonneux.

On the morning of 17th April the enemy drenched the town
with gas. The bombardment lasted for geveral hours. Although

every precaution was taken, the fumes so saturated the soldiers
elothes that the whole of headquarters (forward), and almost an
entire company, were evacuated that night. Our Batallion was dis-
organised and things were in a bad state. The 56th relieved us

that night, and the next morning I went forward and reported %o Major
Roberts, D.S5.0. who had taken command. From that date (18th April)
I was with forward Hesdquarters continually.

Major Stutsbury, M.C. took command now, and after abouti
three days for reorganisation, we moved to the lefi, spent one night
at the village of Fouilloy, and then next night occupied the line
north of 'Villara-m'etmau (now taken over by English troops) and
the line opposite "Bois de Viere."

I had plenty to do here, both as Lewis Gup,and Works
. Officer. Many & night I was out on the wire, or digging trenches
for hours, and my sleep was snatched in the morning.

All this time the enemy was massing again, and one night
about the end of April, we received word that he would attack next
morning on Villers-Bretonneux. Preeisely at the time appointed,
| his barrage opened, the whole eountry 1lit up with bursting shells;
I felt sure we wmid fight and fall this time, so shook hands with
./. | Hibbard, mi.ng, "ell, we know Christ said, ?they that believe on
;’/ me have everlasting 1.‘--.:&1:5.r and we do believe." Many of our number
I were wounded that morning, but there was no attack on our front.
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However, later in the day, we learnt that the enemy had driven fthe
English troops out of Villers-Bretonneux and were holding that import-
ant, commanding position. Things were serious, but that night the
15th and 13th Australian Infantry Brigades attacked silently. The

‘ . 54th Batallion on our right, held the exposed flank, and between the

| two, the enemy was hurled out of the town and hiah ground. This

was one of the most brilliant counter attacks ever executed, and again
Amiens was saved.

After 12 days 1.n "Yiere" Sector, we were moved to the Terraces
just in a support position. Here I lost my old Pal Goodwin who was
hit Wi/ahtll. Then we went back to "Viere" and shortly after, to
the Terraces agein.

Our next move was further to the left, right down into the
Somme Valley, whira we occupied & strong line, with Batallion Head-
quarters in the little, sheil-wrecked village of Hamelet. By this
time we had greatly improved our position and had a good guantity of
Artillery behind us, yet we waited ever ready for a tremendous offen-

sive.
I was 8till doing Lewis Gun and Works and was kept busy.

Colonel Hollm had charge at this time and he was & great, easy-going
M“"gt.:m so our life at this mﬂk was very happy.

Spring was at h.r best, all nature was 3paak:lng, the river
was a good bath house, snd we were strung in men sand machine gunse
But the wily German weuldn't attack the Australians although they were
continually raided and hampered by him. |

- Af%er twelve days in the Hamelet Sector, we moved back %o

the Terraces, and from there were relisesved at last by the 4th _
Australisn Division. We moved back by stages, and then to the lef%,
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to Corps Reserve and dug in near a town ealled Quirrieu.
For 10 days we had a little respite from warfare. We were
i i1l in good shell range but were rarely troubled. We had plenty
of sports elc,y and also did some Lewis Gun Tralining. Shearwood and
I had a day together in Abbeyville which we rather enjoyed. There
] was a big Brigade sports meeting by the River, and also several
ericket matches, some of which I ftook part in.

After our rest we were in Divisional Reserve in a trench
gystem near Franvilliers. Here, we were shelled several times and
spent one night running up and down the trench. We held some good

| Bible Cirele meetings in an old house in the village and s0 made the
most of existing conditions. Affer 10 days here we occupied fthe
line just South of Morlancourt. The night we went in we were bombed
and had two wounded. This was a fair sector, the trenches were all
named after Australian streets, towns etec., such as Bourke, Xing,
George, Bega, Cootamundra. While in this place, a big advance was
made by the 4th Division on our right,and the 15th Rrigade on our
left, against Hamel. The attack was very successful and many
prisoners and mah mteriaiu:;u captured. After a long interval:
| of about 18 days here, we were relieved and cccupied a support
; position just on the right or southern side of the Bray - Corbie
Road. Six days here, then into the line for two days, then back
| to Reserve for six days. Then on the night of 28%th July in very
I bad weather our Batallion with the 8%h Brigade on the left, attacked

and captured several hundred yards of Germen territory. This was a
very successful atteck and we received a good deal of praise Tor it.

————w T
1

In this affair I was at Forward Hesdquarters, and saw some nasty sights
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which I fear I will never forget. I was with the loved and
lemented George Gane just before he died, and next day attended
his funeral at No. 2, Military Cemetery, Hellly. 1Two nights after
we were relieved by Imperial Troops and went back by Motor buses to
& village called Vaux, beyond Amiens. We only spent a few days here
and did a praotise attack with Tenks, end were suddenly ordered off
for the big offensive. We left Vaux at dusk one evening and had
- & long march to our old camp near uuirrio; where we ar¥ived about
& 8.me Remained here for s dey or two and then on the night of
August 7th marched %o a position au;bside Daours, where as Reserve
Brigade of the Division, we were to follow the attack. It was a
very misty morning, end we walted in the cool air for the outburst
of guns which came about 5-50 a.n.s The whole battle-line 1it up
in flashes and the big advance had commenced. We followed up the
leading brigades of our Division (8th and 15%th). It was a wonder-
ful sight - some guns roaring away, others being rushed forward,
horses and waggons golng up, aseroplanes flying over us and men
sireaming on. We halted near our old position at Villers-Breton-
neux, and here I engaged en enemy aeroplene with Lewlis Gun fire,
but was unsuccessful.
Our next move was %o the Cerisy Valley. On the way
we passed orowds of prisoners and meny captured guns and also a few
of our own wounded. We stayed in Cerisy Velley for a while, had
an hour's shop in a German dug-out, then pushed on at evening to
a little redoubt near Bayonvilliers (met Sam Rixon at this place,
two days later). Stayed here for sometime, were shelled a little
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We next moved ba.ak 0 Foullloy and stayed for three days
in an old chateau. Had some fine open-air services herey
Another sudden move followed. We advanced by march route
0 Kalx and were under orders to attack and capture Chaulnes. We
were "standing by" for two nights, then orders were cancelled and
| we moved north through Rosieres t0 a valley near Morcourt. Spent
| & day in the valley, then relieved an English Division in front,
' and $o the south of Proysrt. We held this line for about four
days, then the first Australian Division msde a good advance through
us. We kept our position till the Germans began %o retire, then
we followed up. Long, weary merches, was the order of the day .
We ocaptured a young German who was wandering about in Annilluru;
los%s Our next proposed action was to cross the "Somme." We moved
forward and apent a miserable night in the open under rain and shell
fire, nnd. then orders were cancelled. e ocoupied & trench line for

a day and night, then were ordered %o move north scross the " S omme"
at Cleary, and attack Peronne. We moved at once, and made a danger-
ous flank march under observation, and were shelled. Crossed the
Somme marshes and canal south of Cleary, and pushed forward %o a
ravine same .1..'(5'00'"i from the retreating Germans who shelled us heave
ily. I received some Home mail here and while reading it was hit
in the back by a piece of shell which did not out my clothes. We
- lost several fellows, MeAr3le (ome of my gumners) being among them.
Head a 11itle sleep but had to move to our battle position in the
early hours of the morning. I led our Details on headquarters
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round the ravine and along a railway line. We were shelled and I
doubled my men through the aath to shelter.

It was a horrible morning, ' one which I will long rmb-r;
full of sad events and pain and death for many. I went to the 23rd
Batallion Headquarters to try and find Shearwool who had come on
before, and while gnquiring,a shell burst right at the mouth of the
dug-out. I was covered with flying bits of sand and dirt, the
candles went out and the place was filled with sickening fumes.
Many were wounded by the explosion and some killed, among the later
was poor Shearwood who was found & little later.

- During the morning, wounded kept coming back and also news

of the hard fight forward. We were shelled a good deal snd had one

runner killed and snother wounded.

] Our Companies had to go over the top again at 4 p.m. and
were very badly out up. They then formed a chain of posts under

i Major Murray and at 12-30 a.m. next morning, I took up a party from

| | : '.“andth_rs and carried two big loads of ammunition forward.,

The place was soaked in gas and my eyes were rumning and
nose smarting. By God's grace we returned safely about 3 a.me.
| NHext day we all moved up %o a position just at rear of the line, and
' J, about § minutes from Peronne itself, We were established in an old
German dug-out. There wag & dead Germen in one part which made it
rather unhealthy. However, we wewe relieved that evening by the
15th Brigade, and went back %o our old Headquarters.
The next moraing we marched back over the "Somme" to0 some
dug-outs. The old Batasllion looked very thin and worn out. Captain
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Pearson had cocos ready. I slept for two or three hours, then had

| lunch and proeeeded once more %o the battlefield u:lth a party, %o

' collect eaptured guns etec. I_ was not feeling well, but orders had
to be obeyed, and for some hours I was on the battlefield. We
gathered two :f:l.cld guns, one transport waggon, 5 machine guns, one
Lewis Gun and several magazines. Relieved about 7-30. .Ceuld not
sleep that night, but joy came in the morning - my leave pass
arrived, and I left at 5 pe.m. for England and rest.

So you have the brief resume oOf my wenderings since
February. Through them all, one thing stands forth - the love,

i protection and mercy of our Heavenly Father Who has granted me light%
in darkness, strength in weaskness, courage in danger, hope in du-‘
pair, joy in sorrow, and Christ in all.

To His Graeious Name, I raise all thankfulness and praise,
and humbly pray that I may not have to roam out here much longer,
but, if it be His will, see those who are dearer than life %0 me =~
yourselves.

Your own loving,
JOHN .

12 Ay

Ll st
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"Wilga",
Bromborough Road,
K Roseville.

17th August, 1927.

The Director,
Australian War Memorial,
Melbourne.

Dear Sir,

In compliance with the request in your letter of
2nd August, 12/%/87, I am preparing statements regarding
the incidents selected by you from references in letters

written by me to Austrslia whilst on active service with
the A.I.F.,for that purpose. You will, of course, have an
official record of the movements of the 56th Bn. so I have
confined my statements chiefly to personal recollections
and experiences. <The first instalment is forwarded here-

with and I should be glad te learn whether the matter set
out therein is what you require.

Yours faithfully,

(Sgd.) W. T. TURNER.

-
e omla e  — - . m—— i = O g g ST ® —— ' e el g R T e -
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TWO SPIBS CAUGHT BY THE §6th BATTALION ON 29/3/18.

This incident occurred at lLouvencourt. The
56th Battalion was in the line on the Xemmel Sector, Belgium,
at the end of March, 1918, when Fritz made his big advance
on the Somme front. The Sth Divieion was one of the Australian
Divisions ordered south to fill the breach and the 56th
Battalion was relieved by a lst Division Bn. and after a
day or two entrained near Reninghoulst. The Bn. detrained
at Mondicourt, after a journey lasting from about 1 a.m. to
6 pem., in pouring rain, and waited about an hour till the
road cleared a little of Tommy transport moving back, before
moving off to Louvencourt. The train journey was made in
trucks in which mules had recently been carried and as our
entraining was done in the pitech darkness near midnight
there was no opportunity of cleaning them out. I might here
mention that we travelled full marching order with but a
couple of biscuits to eat, and had & most ununmrertaiala and
tiring journey. That day was one of the very few that I
went without at haaﬁ one hot meal during the twelve months
of my line service - a tribute to the A,I.F, organisation
and the cooks. The mareh from Mondicourt to Louvencourt
(about 12 kilos, I think) in the pouring rain and, in parts,
knee deep in mud was a most mberable affeir. However, the
mein body duly arrived at the latter village about 1 a.m. on
Good Friday morning and the stragglers were coming in for
an hour or two later. My section of number 2 platoon, "A"
Company, was billeted in a stadble well covered with straw
a.hd we lay down, sodden as we were, and were soon agleep.

A Tommy adrift from his unit was occupying the stable when
we arrived, but he was gone when we awoke in the morning to g

find ourselves thoroughly lousy with lice from the straw,

—..'_'-.:"-Ln'—;—." y

’ﬁ&.ﬁf
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which were, if anything, hungrier than ourselves. ¥e had been
yr;otluny free of "Cuthberts" for some time previously but
we had a Hulj two or three days before we got ourselves com-
paratively oclean again. We were paraded on Good Friday morning
and were told to be very suspicious of any stray “"Tommies"
as it was thought that some might be enemy spies in Tommy
uniform. In fact we were instruected to arrest any stray
Tommies and hand them over to Bn. H.Q. and were promised
| leave to Blighty (i.e. the individual who effected the arrest)
| if any so arrested turned out to be spies. We were also told
| to be very careful regarding the civilians who had not
evacuated. A day or two later we were informed on parade
that two spies dressed as Tommy Officers hod been arrested
but we never learned any details. During the uuk‘ we were
in Louvencourt we took it in turns (i.e. the companies of the
56th) to men trenches to the east of the village. At dawn
one morning whilst on this stunt, a mate and I were on guard
a fair distance from the rest of the platoon when a Tommy
captain with a batman in tow approached us from a nearby wood
where they had apparently spent the night. The captain, a
rather elderly man, enquired of us for his battalion (2 labour
battalion) but of course we could not give him any information
but gave him a good "once over"” with questions (having in view
the Blighty leave) and he wae rather "hurt" I think when he
left us in the direction of the village. The batman, who had
not spoken a word fturned around several times and scowled at us
and afterwards we kicked oupselves, metaphorically speaking,
for not running the pair up to the O0fficer in charge (Lieut.
Threlkeld) {I can't just say whether I have remembered this
name aright but I can remember that that officer was held in
high esteem by all of us). Harly in April (4th or Sth, I

x Bvery night this week Fritz shelled Louvencourt with high
IE%;“ tui long-range shells but luckily they were practically
o duds.

. % | | P
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think) we enbussed at Iouvencourt for Aubigny, near Corbie,

where we spent the night some of us in beds, boots and all -
the ci¥ilians having hurried off a few days previously. Ve

went in the line the next day, Saturday, and were not out of
the forward area again until after the Bstrees stunt

(Hindenburg line) early in October.

i

IN A "STUNT® ABOUT END OF APRIL 1918.

This was Fritz' hopover on Villers-Bretonneux
on the night of April 24th/25th. The night, or perhaps
two, h;feﬂ we had been relieved by Tommies {most were
very young and in for the first time) from the front line
%0 the left of the village and were in supports on the
hill between the left of the village and the Somme River -
the road from Curbie to Villers-Bretonneux being immediately
on our right. On the evening of the 24th starting at about
5 pems Fritz drenched the Somme Valley behind us with jas
by means of shells, and by morning the gas had risen to us
and we wergforced to don our masks (4 a.ms to about 9 a.m.).
At dawn he heavily shelled our position, with others on the
sector, using everything up to 11", A few bullets were in
evidence, 00, but after dawn o heavy fog enshrouded the
landscape and things quietened down. In the meantime nobody
knew what was doing but soon after nine when the fog lifted
we came under heavy machine gun fire from our right front
et about 600 yards. We had a few casuslties and were
hurriedly moved across the road closer to and right opposite
where Fritz had broken through - digging in and absorbing
the Tommies who had got away from the front line. The
Tommies stayed with us a day or two till they were re-
organised. In the meantime the §4th Bn. well to the left of
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the village sent to the 56th for stretcher bearers and
Mﬂ.ﬁc a little on the "hefty"™ side I was one of four sent
up from "A" Company although I hadnot had any experience
in that department. The party comprised Tom Maher, Charlie
Knights, myself, and I think the fourth chap was named
HeNamara, The first day was falrly quiet although we were
| heavily shelled but I had a (ﬂ#ﬂl: earrying messages
: from the 54th to the 56th. M m amhunum after
darkness had set in although mn was loose everywhere
thereabouts I was actually handed o parcel of cakes which
had arrived for me from a great-aunt in Eagland. The
four of us on my return to the 54th and two Tommies (a
sergeant and & private) who had been taken prisoners by
Fritz in the morning and had esc¢aped, soon fixed up the
cakes. Hall'-an-hour after Tom laher was killed. 7The
four of us were taking & chap who had just died from
wounds to & road to the left of the village to be picked
up by a limber and taken back for burial. VWhen on she
road Fritz opened on it with salvoes of whizz-bangs and
five-nines and we took shelter - two of us on each side
. of the road in ploughed ground. When the shoot ceased
we came Ltogether again on the road and were about to
take up the body where we had placed it at the side of
the road when we heard another single shell coming.
We took the prone on the road and the shell burst at
our feet - Tom Maher getting the lot and the rest of us
although only a few feet away escaping unhurt. Tom
never spoke and died in a few seconds. After completing
our job of unfortunately having to deliver two bodies
instead of one we returned to the 54th Bn. H... and were
told that the 15th Brigade was coming up to deliver a
counter-attack on Fritz to the right of the village and
a8 we knew the country, having been in the vieinity about

N i
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three weeks - we were detailed as guides for portion of the
counter-attagcking force. We had a "wild and woolly" night
and met some of our own battalion, at one stage, on similarx
duty to ourselves. Just as we met Lieut. Watt became =
casualty with a bullet in his foot. The success of the
stunt is & matter of history but perhaps there is one un-
recorded incident which should not be let pags. During the
whole of the day of the 25th an 18-pounder manned by Tommies
and on the right flank of the 56th shelled the Fritz machine
gun positions with shrapnel at point blank range (about 400
yards)., When we were over the ground the next day we saw
what terrible execution it had done. 1In one pit alone we
counted about 2 dozen bodies all with their heads and faces
battered in. One big Fritz, I remember well, died in a
sitting position. He had previously been wounded in the
upper left amm and had taken his shirt off, and was bandaging
his wound - one end of the bandage being in his mouth and
the other in his right hand. His death wound came from the
18-pounder. That gun saved our infantry many casuslties as
it kept frits down. 7The gun erew had a charmed existence

a8 Fritz tried all day to blow it out with his guns, but as
far as we could see there were no casualties on the gun and
it certainly was effective right to the close of the day.
Some of us went along next day to have a chat with the
gunners but the gun had been moved in the night and all that
remained was a battered limber., An incident which oceurred
the day after the uﬁuntlr-ntﬁnek and which is perhaps un-
recorded, is worth mentioning as an example of the irony of
fete. A batoh of 22 Fritz prisoners was being brought back
under escort when a Fritz 11" shell landed in their midst
and wiped out the whole lot. All but one were buried in the

shell-hole. That one, disembowelled, ran forward & score or

80 of yards dropped into one of our posts and, of course, died.

T —
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Speaking of this latter happening reminds me of = somewhat

similar ineident that came under my notice in the following

July on the Morlancourt Sector., Kveryone that was on that

sector will remember “Mad-minute® Gully. This gully was a

mile or so behind the front line trenches =nd had received

its name from the fact that over an extended period Fritz

; bombarded it for a minute or so with light and medium shells

: in salveos at irregular intervals (usually about every half-

| hour) throughout the day and night. On rejoining the 56th

: after the few days stretcher-bearing with the 54th at Villers-
Bretonneux I had been detailed as a stretcher<bearer for "A®
Company but was still attached to No.2 platoon. During the
14 days (on end) we were in the line on this séctor we had
& good number of casualties and worked hard, the Regimental
Ald Post being about two miles from the line over rough and
heavily wired country. All our carrying was done at night
@8 when, once, we attempted a daylight trip Fritz sniped
until we were forced to take cover. With all that preamble
now for the ineident referred to. One night as usual as
WaSs our custom we rested on the appreach to Mad=-Minute
Gully €ill after a strafe (believing that one live soldier
is worth a few hundred dead ones) our intention being to
hurry through directly the strafe ceased knowing that there
would be half-an-hour or so of comparative safety. Omn
this particular night as we hurried through after a strafo
We came across a siretcher-bearer party from the 55th
Battalion which had been caught in it. Three bearers and
the casualty were dead in a heap and we made a search for
the fourth bearer thinking that we might be able to help him.
We found him dead 30 yards or seo away. The whole of his chest~
wall was blown away and the stumps of his ribs and his organs
were exposed. In a superhuman effort he had attempted to
reach a Vickers post which was on the rise shead. There was
& sap through the gully which we were very glad to use on the
return journeys (usually carrying rations or ammuni tion) but

!
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it was impossible to carry a stretcher-case in it - hence the
overland trips. There were of course casualties in the sap
oceasionally but it was cut through hard lime or chalke-stone
country and a shell had %0 land right in it to do much harm,
| . Another strange happening occurred on this sector. One night
| we delivered a casualty (bomb wound in foot) to the R.A.P.
and handed him over to the A.M.C. bearers. We afterwards
1#“ that when the A,M.C. bearers arrived at the ambulance
about a mile further back the patient was dead. IExamination
showed that a bullet fired at a fairly high trajectory had
got him on the stretcher unknown to the bearers and he had
bled to death. I cannot recolleect his name but he had only
rejoined the battalion the day before after an absence of

about twelve months consequent on & previous wound.

Received piece of shrapnel through "tin hat" about
16/5/1918. Did not touch head.

Strange as it might seem this was a2 "friendly"
piece of shrapnel. We (No. 2 platoon "A" Coy.) with Lieut.
Souter in charge were in the line on the Villers-Bretonneux
Sector opposite Valre Wood - & chalk pul occupied on md off
by the enemy being directly to our left front alongside the
road. Ome night, every half-hour, to the tick, from 10430 pems
0 3.30 a.m. we were subjected %0 a bombardment from an 18-
pounder battery (shrapnel and ¥ .Q.) with an occasional 60-pdr.
thrown in. 1In all about 60 shells were fired each shoot and
it was during the first of these bombardments that the
incident happened. There was a little gas about and word was
passed down the trench that gas-masks were to be dommed. Before

3
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donning mine I started to walk to the next bay to warn my
neighbour (George Holt, I remember) and was promptly knocked
flat with a tremendous thud. On collecting myself I could
feel no harm and picked up my tin hat to find that a shrapnel
pellet had entered from the rear, torn a large hole around
the side above the inside lining and away again. I often
wondered afterwards what would have happened had I taken
the hat off to fix my gas-mask before starting to warn
George Holt, To return to the "shoot". After the first
couple of lﬂl"l;ﬂi we took the matter seriously and word wes
sent back to Company H.Qs. and from there to Bn. H.Q's.

%0 have the shoot stopped. It appears, however, that the
Artillery Officer in charge of the guns on the sector
could not locate the battery that had picked on us and the
firing continued till the night's programme ended at 3.30
a.mMes Fortunately we had no casualties although the signal
wires to the listening post in front were cut on two
vccasions and a sixty-pounder landed right in the trench.
We, of course, watched the clock and listened for the
report of the guns |[which we could pick out from all the
other guns on the sector after the first couple of shoots)
and directly we heard it took cover in the bottom of the
trench against the parados. Just before one shoot was
due early in the morning the 0.C., "A" Company (Capt.
Dalkeith -~ he afterwards lost an ear at Peronne when his
batman was killed alongside him) and & runner came down
and tried to cheer us up by saying that the shells nrﬁ
only a few falling short. Just then we heard the boonm

of the guns and skittled, the Captain amongst us, for
cover. <YThe Captain changed his views about"a few falling
short” before he left. In the morning we found hundreds
of shrapnel pellets on the parapet and in the trench and
some equipment that had been left on top of the parapet

L . SR
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was torn to ribbons. We afterwards learnt that on the maps
issued to the Artillery the enemy positicns were marked in
red and ours in blue, and that on the particular map held
by the offending battery our position had by some mischance
been marked in red. We had some fine sniping from this
position as until Fritz dropped to us he exposed himself a
good deal in the early mornings. IEspecially was this so

with his ration parties to his front line as they did net
appear %o get finished before dawn. Ve accounted for a
few and one morning when we opened on a ration party it
took shelter behind o stook of hay 4 the only object
available. We put a few bursts from the Lewis gun into

; ;-!-;
=
=
,.li
3
4
E
i
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|
|

the stook and about half-an-hour afterwards we saw the

jEps g

stretcher~bearers make a couple of trips there. About

oy

this time was my only experience in the army (exoept

o 2

on transports) of any restriction on water. All cur n.ter. ;
had to be carried (in petrol tins) to the line from some !
distance back and during the short nights (it was getting |
on for mid-summer) there were very few, with all the other
work to be done, available for the job.
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The BOIS de HANGARD is fairly open timbér with brushwood of
average height fvrom 4 to 5 ft. and is not dense. A terrace of
gome 4 ft, high runs from U.22,b,40,80, for 100 yards along the
South edge of wood. The wood is not so far a8 we could ascertain
wired,

The enemy holds the wood mainly by machine gun fire.
Movement and concentration of troops have been reported in Copse
U.23.8.40.80., and U.23.b.20.80., For this area see aeorplaue photo

5 AB.B.816 aud for enemy's works in U,23.a, see photo 52 AR.A.317,

which will well repay study.

The ground in U.1l7.a, counsists of ploughed fields, undepr
close obsepvation by the enemy from the wood,

The re-entrant in U.23.a., is best commanded from post in
vieinity of U.23.b.40,80.- The ground dips away rapidly from U.23.
a.,90.40, and the ground between this point and U,24.48.80,00. is not
visible from anywhe~e except from post at U.29.b.25.60 and even Trom
this spot numerous hedges mask the view., It is fpom this ground in
U.2%.b, and d. and U.24,a. and ¢, that his main counter attack was °
delivered, The ground along the grid line between squares U.2)
and 24 cannot be effectively dealt with by 18 pdrs; howitzers are
very necessary. The ground along U.22.d. has for its highest
point the cross roads in U.22.d,50.65. sloping away more rapidly
to the North, a fairly gradual slope towards HANGARD with road
through 23%.c. and d. running along the ridge. Our posts here are
back on the CACHY-HANGARD Road and the field of fire is here about
250 yards. The cross roads in U.23.c.45.60. are not visible but
the road running south from this spot is marked by a line of poplar
trews. From the c»0ss poads this road running Noprth and South is
sunken and when cur men entered it was heavily mammed, five machine
guus were in action in the Poplars and a trenuch mortar behind a
turnip heap in about U.23.c¢.60.60, The enemy retired towards U.23.
central, reorganised, and counter attacked fyrom there.

The ground in fyont of our posts in U.2Y.a. and B. rises
slightly for 200 yards, and then falls away towards CEMETERY COPSE
and the tops of the trees there can be seen. Very little of the
ground is under observation between U.29.d. central to road in
U.24.d.20,00 to Copse about U.24,.,d.00.70, along which line a faip
amount of movement is seen, and it is thought that & large quarry
Or depression exists in Copse at U.24.central. Fairly large
parties of the enemy have been seen there,

L - [ ] L] L] L L ] L L ] L] ' ]

The enemy has obsewnvation over pight sector as far as road
running through U.22.4.23%.c. and d, from this position on hill south
of HANGARD in C.10.b, (Sheet 66 E,). On our positions in C.22.b.
and d, from U,24,b, and on the left of our sector from the BOIS
de HANGARD,

Our experience was that he daid practically no patrolling
but sent individual men out some 150 to 200 yards to fire Very lights

He held his forward posts in strength with the gaprison
dug in aloug hedges. The garrison was protected from shrapnel by
deep narrow pot holes. Hismachine guns wepre very active at night
and numerous with a predominance of light guud. The many hedges
etc. make "mopping up" a very difficult matter, His infantpy will
not wait for a charge; his counter attacks are delivered only aftep
thorough searching with machine guns.

Between 4'30 a.m., and 5iﬁﬁm. he puts down a barrage along
line of road VILLIﬁH BRETTONEUX=HANGARD particularly in squares

22 b.and d.(to cross roads) He concentpates his fipe on U.22,b.20.
90. road from U.22.b.00.90 to U.22.d.55.60. Copse at Ue22.¢.50.00

| and U,29.a.50.90,
L
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On the mopning of the 15th. inst. he put a barrage
down along line U.23.a.00.50., U.23%.c.00.50 to Copse U.29.a.80/90.
and searched area back to U.22.a4.80.00 to U.28.8.95.95., twice
up and down. The barrage was mainly 4'2 s. The searching was done

maily by 77 s. and gas=shells.
Enemy machine guns -

In poplars along road south oI Cross roads

in U.23.C.45.65.

U.17.c.70.20,

U.17.c.20.60.

U.23%.a.20.90.

U.23%.8.20.60,

U.25.ﬂ.25.80.

U.235.a.40.00.

Upper storey of KITE liOUSE 1in

BOIS de HANGARD.

Aeroplane photos worth careful study:-

35 AE,B.850.

35 AB.B.816
h2 AE.A.326
h2 AE.A.313
h2 AB,A.314
Hh2 AE.A.315
52 AE.A.316
h2 AE.A.317

(sgd) GEQ,F,MURPHY.

Lieut.Col.
Commanding 18th Battalion A.I.V.

|
W
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THE SYDNEY MAIL, WEDNESDAY, JULY 17, 1918,
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Portrait Portrait Portrait

‘ Gunner N, Lipscomb lLieut, ¥, Lipscomb, M,C., Pte, BE,J, Lipscomb,
Killed, Twice Wounded Killed,

THE LIPSCOMBS, OF NORWNANHURST, N.S.W.

They are sons of ¥r, and Mrs, W.J. Lipscomb, of
Pennant Hills=road, Gunner Neville Lipscomb enlisted in the
1st Light Horese Field Ambulance in September, 1914, and served
for some time on hospital ships carrying wounded from Gallipoli
to Alexandria, then proceeding with his brigade to the Peninsula,
After the evacuation he transferred to the artillery, and
continued on active service in ¥rance until April, 1917, when he
wags killed in action, Private Eric Lipscomb sailed from Sydney
in September, 1916, After a long and eventful voyage he landed
in England in January, 1917, where he continued his training
until May, Crossing to Belgium, he was in action only a few
days when he made the supreme sacrifice, Lieut, Fred Lipscomb
enlisted as & private in 1915, gained his commission after being
wounded at Pozieres; was last April reported wounded a second
time, and has now been awarded the Military Cross, The action
that won him the decoration also gained the V,C, for his superior
officer (Lieut, P.,V, Storkey), the incident being thus officially
reported:= "Lieut, Storkey commanded an attacking platoon which
emerged from a wood, and observed eighty or a hundred of the
enemy with several machine-guns holding up the advance of troops
on his right, ILLieut, Storkey had only six men, Lieut,
Lipscomb and four men joined Lieut, Storkey, who decided to
attack the eneny on the flank and the rear, The two officers
and ten men charged with bayonets, with Storkey leading, They
expelled the enemy, killed and wounded 30, and captured three
officere and 50 men with some machine-guns, Their courage,
promptness, and skilful attack removed a dangerous obstacle to
the advance, "
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1e9th Battalion,llancard Wood.
From Capt.P,V,Storkie,
The officers of the attackineg company were told that

| the wo wa% lilghtly heald and that
| on getiing through the wood they would find the objective

a good
road, with g/clear tield of fire of 400 yards, ard

and lay down
They lined out/in the open just northeast of the west-

€rn wood. Storkey went to sleep, and the opening of the
barrage did not wake him. Yt was evident to everyone that "soms
thing was wrong with the barfage." It was very thin and
ragged. Storkey did not wake until Xkx his men had gone 70
yards Or so, when he hurried on after them. It was just
daylight and they mamm had some 300 Fards of open space to
cross before reaching the wood. From shmewheére in the wood
on the right front came extremeély heavy machinegun fire. Gapt.
Wallack was hit through both knﬁsl.'Lieut.McDonﬁld was killed.
ﬁifﬂre reaching the other slde a large part of the company
climbed
had heen hit. But the surfivors reached the wood and PXMRXE&X
through a wir ;%g.lt, It was entirely young growth, mostly about head
high, with taller saplings here and there. As Storkey, now
comiiand ing the company; with Lieutenant Lipscoube and their
laen made their way throuesh it they were caught every now and
in recent fighting
then Ry in part of the maze of mX& telephone lines that/had

been laid throush it. As they pressed on, trying to get in

rear of the force = whatever it was - that had been firing
Afeér working round XKEX

on them when in the open, the bush thinned a littlel Sugdrnix

tREyxzaxxExant to the xRukk east and south they suddenly

came out oOn
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2.
a clearing,lying to the south and rather behind them; and
along the western side of it, in half a dozen short trenches
- each apparently a machinegun post - were nearly 100 Germans,
the riflemen and half a dozen machine-gun crews,fkxXREKXXRK
with their backs to Storkey's party,khukx firing for all they
were worth at k& such remnants of the company as were still
attempting to cross the open, and, possibly at elements of
the QOth/giizﬁlig? have been observed by them to the south
west,

Storkey had only six men with him, and Lieut.Lipscombe,
who Jjust then came up, had only four, BXEXRKRYXREXXXsa&xiRXX
They were all of the company that,after its heavy casualties,
could be expected to arrive, but Starkty'a mind was instantly
made up, Shouting to his men as ifthe whole battalion was
arriving he imxxamkXx led an inwmediate charge upon the rear

of the Cermans. Before these could recover from their sur-

prise a number were shot throurh the head at close guarters.
at once put up their hands. They had
Most offhe rest FRNBNARXXAAMKXIXXRAXBLXRAXXXZAREX only to swing

r oy one of thekr machineguns and the Australlans would have
Egnihllatcd Storkey's confident manner gave the impression

been gRREKNAXRRFXPWAXEORXAXNEXxARXX tha% amany others were
behind ,and on the first sign of hesitation to obey his order

to climb out of their trenches he shol three with his revol-
ver (which then jammed), and his men rolled Xm a couple of
bombs into the saps and then ducked while they exploded.Thirty

Germans were thus killed, and the rest - three of ficers and

50 men - surrendered and were at once sent tO the rear under

& small excorte
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Storkey and Lipscombe and the hand ful of men who Tre-
maine. with them then pudhed on through the wood XRXEIRK
objective and 1tis "eood field of fire'

#ux They found a road, but the scrub continued 519800089

to the very foot of =5 b

the sentle slope peyond 1%,
chest high PEYRREXXVNR : -

ended in the bottom of a valley.Beyond XXXk rose a.bare

torkey and

in search of theilr

knuckle on the crest of which,400 yards from 35

Lipscombe, at least a battalion of Germans could be seen

hurriedly assembling along a reserve trench, almost certalinly

with the intention of counterattacking,if that step should

be necessary to0 restore the positlone To dig a trench AXXKR

in the bush, with a fleld of fire of a few yards and dead

lose
grouﬁd/ghead would be absurd, and to dig 1in at the foot of

the bare slope would be equally 80. After hunting round

or some site with any fleld of fire, Storkey and

er had been made in the plans; .
Llpacombtadri?gid that/no place there was defensible and theX

vainly f

EREXE only reasonable coursé was to withdraw their men LOL

the nearest tenable position = the juaping off line for the

attack. Fortunately since seizing the German outpost line

they had met no fire worth mentioning, and they only caue
under moderate fire xxakx when withdrawlng across the open

west of the wood.
ﬁhtxhﬁiinitnnxnnunlntl:x!:n On reporting to the

key
[ . e was back at his starting point, Stor
e take his company back to the object

was ordered lmaediately toO FERENXAREXAXXABRAXNANXARANKEXKAS
impossible

battal-

+hf% ive. He answered that the objective was an

e was very little company to take, I[e

one and anyway ther
hinself; but before he went he would

would ¢0o if necessary
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seée the brigadier and make sure that he knew the conditions

arrival
at the far side of the wood. The ARXRRRARARKR at that moment

Of his fifty prisoners and their officers EAXRA XA zave a
@ore pleasant turn to the interview, and Storkey afterwards
had his interview with Bhég.Gen Smith, who appreciated

his information.*

X helping to
Storkey who spent the afternoon in going forward and/bringing in

nuuerous of the wounded men of his company from the open in front of

the Jumling Jff Line, was awarded the Victoria Cross
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THE ROYAL TANK CORPS JOURNAL 69

The climax is, perhaps, the saddest part of this grim
drama. The surgeon involved, who was both young and
ambitious, wrote an enthusiastic account to the Lancet,
under a heading of ““ Remarkable Tonsillar Catastrophe. £

The account was featured and subsequently referred tn in
all medical records as the R.T.C. Case.

There seems to be no limit, does there ? The point
1s that there are many people in the world called Robinson,
who can only be inter-distinguished by adding prefixes
to their surname, e.g., Jack, Swiss Family, Revolving, etc.
In the same way, if we persist, will we soon become known

under some such redundant soubriquet as the ‘ Tanks
R-Ties 2™

Sir, I have said enough ; I feel that your support, and
that of your public, i1s already won.

When my blood has cooled I hope again to use your
columns to inveigh against the slack and anachronistic
habit of some of my colleagues, who, when asked their
Regiment, say that they are in the ““ Tank Corps.” Well,
words fail me (as they fail them). Was it for nothing that
..... But, I digress; some other time perhaps, when
you're not too busy.

With pride, I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,
R. D. AYCHE,
Lieut., R. Tanks.
A

ANOTHER PROTEST

The Editor, The Royval Tank Corps Journal.
Sir,

You have a&ked me to protest against (sorry! I
should have said “ reply to ") the protest of Mr. R. D.
Ache (agam I must apologise—the word should read

“ Ayche ""). But there does seem to be an ache somewhere !
Indaet,.an ““R.T.C." *"ache.”

[ understand that the Editorial staff wish to ask pardon
for their and their contributors’ sins of omission (the
omissions of these controversial letters ““ oyal ank orps ")
in the past. They, the Editorial staff, admit they have on
all too numerous (apparently) occasions used that
(seemingly) inost reprehensible abbreviation “ R.T.C.”
But they say they laboured under the delusion (as it now

_appears to be) that by “ R.T.C.”” was meant *“ The Royal

Tank Corps,” and not any other or more obscure collection
of words, as, for instance, the Rural Transport Company.

You will realise how difficult a situation it is. These
letters “ R.T.C."” will so easily flow from the pen.

Yet—what about, say, the abbreviation ““ R.A.”?
Do these two simple and easily written letters really mean
“The Royal Artillery”? When we read that Major
X.Y.Z. has been appointed to the staff of the R.A., what
are we to understand ? There, indeed, 1s an obscure
association—one might even say a rare association—of
letters. Are we to hasten to the nearest post office and
telegraph our congratulations to X.Y.Z. upon his appoint-
ment as a Royal Academician 7 Truly a difficult situation !

Again, in time of war, say in the middle of an advance
when bullets, shells, bombs, aerial darts, gas, liquid fire—
ave, even Tanks—are whizzing round one’s head, are
we to stay our progress and consider the question of how we
should address the Company or Battalion commander on
our flank ? # We may have been told, in Battle Orders,
that we are to maintain touch with “ B " Coy., 2nd Bn.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

A.B.C.L.I. (for Mr. Ayche’s sake we had better explain
that the last two letters, “ L.I."”", actually mean “ Light
Infantry,” and nof, for example, ““ Liberal Imbibers”’ or
any other combination whatsoever) on our left flank.
Now we have an important message to send to O.C. “B"”
Coy., A.B.C.L.I. Are we to sit down and consult with our
Company or platoon commanders as to the proper method
of addressing the commander of “B " Coy., A.B.C.L.I.?
And, in the meantime, do not let us forget these bullets,
shells, bombs, aerial darts, gas, liquid fire—and 7anks.
They make such pleasant companions! To “B”
(A.B.C.L.1), or not to “B"” (A.B.C.L.I.)—that 1s the
question.

Was there ever devised such a problem ? (Don’t
forget these bullets, shells, bombs, aerial darts, gas, liquid
fire—and tanks!)

Are we to sit down and indite some message similar to
the following :—

“ From : (here follows our (probably very incorrectly
written) designation).

To: The Cfficer Commanding “ Bee ” Company,
First Battalion, The Absolutely Bored County Light
Infantry.

I have to inform you that SHELL FIRE and
MACHINE GUN FIRE is becoming VERY MUCH
HEAVIER on our RIGHT FLANK ack ack ack Will
you please inform me how many FULL tins of JAM
(Pickler’'s ALUM AND PAPPLE for preference) you
have in your COMPANY ack ack ack

2.Y .X. Cholmondeley-Snorter,
Captain,

Commanding ACK COMPANY,

Second Battalion THE BLANKSHIRE AND
DASHSHIRE REGIMENT.

(DUKE OF PLAZATORO’S OWN).
Now, Mr. Editor, have we said enough /! Have we
most amply and humbly apologised for your past sins?
We do not particularly care for the job of apologising

for other people’s sins—but we have done our best in the
trying circumstances.

Remember, remember—no, not the Fifth of November
—but that too utterly utter abbreviation—" R.T.C.”

(May I mention, in confidence, that my fee for this
contribution to your columns is Flft‘_!,?’ Guineas—and 1
hope I get 'em!).

Yours, more in sorrow than in anger,
ARR TEE CEE.
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GERMAN TANK ATTACK

April 24th, 1918
By MAJOR-‘GENERAL 7J.'F. C. 'FULLER, C:B., C.BE., D.6.0O.

action of British tanks on ‘April 24th, 1918. Sinece

;SDME time ago there was published an account of the
it ‘T have obtained what a%»ears to ‘be_a
e

. | . &
writing

fairly accurate summary of what the
And as this was the first

_accomplished_on_that day
ccasion upon which tank met tank, I think it may be of
interest to readers of the Royal Tank Corps Journal.

On the evening of 21st April a detachment of thirteen
German tanks was detrained at Guillaucourt, where ome,
~due to a cracked cylinder head, was left, and the remaining
twelve moved to Wiencourt, their second line tramsport
remaining at the detraining station. Whilst they were
being detrained they were bombed by aircraft but suffered
no inconvenience, neither did the hostile aircraft discover
the nature of:their target.

On the 22nd the detachment was organised into three
groups and their leaders were given their instructions ;
the situation and objectives were explained and detailed
descriptions were given of.the routes to be taken to the
starting line. Touch was also obtained with the infantry
to be supported by the tanks, and the plans and execution
of the attack was discussed with them. Further, a munition
and fuel depot was established at Guillaucourt. If the
attack proved successful each group was to be supplied
by two' lorries, one with ammunition and the other with
petrol, which were to advance at first as far as Wiencourt,
and later as far ias Marcelcave. Any further advance
of these supply lorries was to be left to the discretion of the
group leaders.

On the 23rd April the tasks for the * Scopnik ” group
(attached 228th Infantry Division) and for the Uihlein
group (attached 4th Guards ‘Infantry Division) were
outhlined as follows :—

(1) The ““Scopnik’’ group, -after the penetration
of Villers-Bretonneux by the infantry, was ‘to support
‘the advance north of this village, and to return to the
rendezvous as soon as the 228th Infantry Division reached
its first day’s objective north of Villers-Bretonneux.

(2) The Uihlein group was to support the advance
of the infantry into Bois d’Aquenne after Villers-
Bretonneux had been taken, and to return to the rendezvous
after the infantry had penetrated the wood.

Besides these orders, instructions were given to all
groups to hold themselves .ready to act on their own
initiative in the case of ememy: counter-attacks.

At 4.45 a.m. on the 24th April all the tanks began the
advance to their starting lines, which were reached
punctually. As these positions were close behind the
German front line the advance began after the preliminary
bombardment opened, in order to prevent the enemy from
hearing the noise of the engines. |

The early stages of the attack took place in thick fog,
which began to elear at about 11 a.m. The condition of the
ground was extremely favourable for the tanks, because the
country to be traversed consisted mainly of dry cultivated
land and grass and was almost entirely free from obstacles
such as trenches and shell holes.

The “ Scopnik "’ group left its starting line at 6.50-a.m.,
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crossed the  German front line at 7 a.m., and the enemy
front line shortly afterwards. ‘The enemy front-line troops,

we are informed, defended their position obstinately, the

concealed machine-gun nests being difficult to recognise
in the thick fog. A heavy fire was open on the tanks.
After a short but violent fight, the enemy infantry occupy-
ing the front-line trench and the garrisons of the machine-

gun nests surrendered. The prisoners were driven into the

arms of the German infantry who were following the tanks.
Tank No. 3 (Overleutnant Skopnik) proceeded under

heavy enemy rifle and artillery fire parallel to the railway

to'within a hundred metres or so from the eastern outskirts
of Villers-Bretonneux. As the infantry did not follow,
and because by this time they had entirely lost touch with
them, the tank proceeded to return, destroyed four machine-
gun nests which had attacked it in the rear, and then
accompanied the infantry, who by this time had caught
it up, to the eastern outskirts of Villers-Bretonneux close
by the railway embankment. Here it was brought under
heavy machine-gun fire. The tank then proceeded along
the edge of Villers-Bretonneux and cleaned up the machine-
gun nests in that quarter, and in spite of an obstinate
defence. It then pushed forward with the infantry into
the village and proceeded as far as the railway crossing
close to the Roman road on the western outskirts. In the
course of this manceuvre considerable enemy resistance
was broken. Tanks Nos. 1 and 2 (Lieuts. Vietze and
Volkheim), in the course of their advance, succeeded in
cleaning up strongly entrenched gun nests which had been
holding up the advance of the German infantry, and, at
8.45 a.m., it joined tank No. 3 in front of the brick works.
It was only then that the visibility became good enough
to enable touch to be kept between the three tanks.
The brick works, which were strongly held by machine
guns, were attacked by the three tanks together and
paralysed by their fire. Those of the garrison who were
still alive surrendered. The prisoners were driven tewards
the' German infantry. Whilst infantry occupied the brick
works, tanks Nos. 1 and 2 advanced on the hangars which
were situated on the eastern outskirts of Villers-

‘Bretonneux, and which were defended by mnumerous

machine-gun nests. The hangars were destroyed by fire,
The tanks then proceeded along the eastern outskirts of
the village and reached the Roman road, after having
silenced several machine guns placed in houses.

At mid-day the tanks returned to their starting line
position, having performed their allotted task.

Losses: One officer severely wounded; two men
killed ; 15 men wounded (including four of the accompany-
ing' troops).

Shortly .after 7 a.m. the Uihlein group crossed their
own front line. Tank Nos. | and 2 (Lieuts. Hennecke
and Burmann) advanced along the railway embankment
towards Villers-Bretonneux, attacked a well-fortified
strong point in front and flank and finally in rear ; caused
the garrison to evacuate it, and thus enabled the mfantry
to advance. Tank No. 2 then cleared a trench running in

a westerly direction as far as the chapel, and killed a
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number of the enemy and took 13 prisoners. “Then, in some time, however, . Lieut. Lappe succeeded in starting
~company with tank No. I, it proceeded in a westerly the engine and then returned slowly to his original position.
direction through the railway station. Tank No. 2, in ‘Losses : *One man 'killed : two officers and 22 men
the course of this advance, engaged with suceess a number wounded (including 13 of the accompanying infantry).
of enemy reinforcements which had been hastily breught Th P e
| up, and_at_10 am. hed the Roman road below the Divis i Steml_ll“i‘;{ilt_gmup. (ati_:achedﬁtgﬂthe Hth Bespre
l railway crossing. In the meantime fank No.<1, in spite 1vision) reached its starting line at 6. am.
| of a &fect in its gun mounting due to continual rolling - Tank No. | (Lieut. Stein) advanced with the first
and rocking, destroyed several strong points and joined infantry wave, silenced a number of machine guns and
tank No. 2. Both tanks then upened a heavy fire in the cleared up several sections of trench. At 9.45 a.m.,
ois d’Aquenne and on the enemy reserves which had just however, the tank ran on to a patch of undermined ground,
arrived west of this wood, which the German infantry - turned over on to its right side and was thus out of action.
were thus enabled to enter. Tank No. 3 (Lieut, Theunissen) fr The crew, under the orders of the commander, left the tank
was only intended to deal with the enemy resistance In and took part in the infantry battle as * Sturmtruppen,” ¢
the early stages of the battle, and then join tanks Nos. I with three machine guns. The tank was blown up* by a G..,Jf {,7 Py
and 2. It advanced, however, over the enemy front line pioneer officer when our infantyy retired. It could not
and cleared the enemy trenches from the flank and rear, in ‘be salved on account of enemy counter-attacks.
the course of which operation 30 priseners:were taken. Tank No. 2 (Lieut. Biltz) advanced in the direction of
It *thEH moved towards a fortified farm, the garden of Cachy, cleared up E’-E“.’E;ﬂ.l machine gun nests, including one
}Vhlch was reached when engine trouble set 1. FEn route which had held up a German infantry battahon for over
1t had_ dealt with several machine gun nests. In spite of a an hour. The tank then advanced:to within. 700 metres
defective engine it succeeded in breaking down enemy of Cachy, effectively bombarding the enemy, position there.
resistance south of the railway station where it captured Next it was engaged by eight enemy tanks which suddenly
one officer and 174 men. When the tank was pl_]‘.t EI-]tiI"E‘.ly appeared. It put out of action one of these machines and
out of action, owing to blockages in the valves and in' the compelled another to retire. Almost immediately after
induction pipe, Lieut. Theunissen advanced with his men this, however, it received a direct - hit from the enemy
on foot ; but as repairs were completed shortly afterwards, artillery and the armour was pierced by a projectile of )
he returned to it. A few minutes later he ran into a shell about 5.7 em. calibre. Another direct hit was made on the [ /esi.
hole immediately in front of the tank, where the machine right front of the tank and a third was received in the oil
stuck and pﬂl‘tla.ll}? CHPE]-EEd. Durillg the ﬂigllt two tank. iIn Spite of thi&;: hmever, the tank was SHECESE:EU}.l}"
attempts were made to salve the tank, but proved ‘brought back as far as the first infantry, position, a distance

unsuccessful. It was left lying in L0 nea erman of roughly two kilometres. It was so badly:damaged that
“« fwwﬂll- [he gun an 1t ‘was prepared for blowing up. No further efforts to ¢ ¢
4 |machine guns could not be salved on account of the salve the tank could be: made because shortly afterwards ,G,ﬁ'f-,,}n

su}?dgnnlfss(}and violence of the enemy’s counter attacks, the enemy. recaptured the ground taken.
which the German 1nfant1y- failed to repulse. Tank No. 3 (Lieut. Muller-Albert) was ordered ‘to
Tanks Nos. 4 and S (Lieuts. Block and Bartens) were support the infantry attack in the direction of Gentelles.
to advance against the fortified farmhouse south of The attack in this sector, however, was soon held up. The
Villers-Bretonneux. Tank No. 6 (Lieut. Lappe) was to tank, therefore, assisted tank No. 4 in attacking Cachy with
advance on the farm from the south, in order to support gun fire on the eastern edge of this village. As the infantry
tanks Nos. 4 and 5 by fire from the flank. Tank No. 4 did not assault Cachy the tank returned to its rendezvous.
reached the enemy front line at 7.10 a.m., cleared a section Tank No. 4 (Lieut. Bitter) in the course of its advance
of trench, broke down the strong resistance offered at the on ' Cachy destroyed several machine  gun nests. (lThe.

garrison of. a trench_about 200 metres: long was attackec
from the flank and was partly destroyed and partly, put: to
flight. At about 12.30 p.m. the commander of the tank
observed: the retirement of our infantry in front of Cachy.

farm, and thus paved the way for the infantry. This tank
then joined tanks Nos. 1 and 2, and advanced with them
towards the Bois d’Aquenne. In conjunction with these

ft:i?ntfail—]zlftsthr:li Wes"SucEceatul it fopulsing - an’ enemy He immediately turned northwards, halted the infantry,
N and then advanced himself on Cachy. At about 800 metres

Tank No. 5, on account of the thick fog, proceeded distance from this village seven enemy tanks suddenly
rather too far to the north, and was met by heavy machine appeared. Two of these were set on fire by Lieut. Bitter
gun fire. ‘The driver was wounded, and, as the brakes and the third was put out of action. The remaining four
jammed, Lieut. Bartens, together with all available were bombarded by him and fled. In the meantime the
smembers of the crew, joined the infantry, but a little later gun, as a result of the breaking of two springs, was out of
won, the repairs having been completed, he returned to the action. The retreating enemy tanks were pursued with
‘tank which advanced on the hill in front of the Bois machine gun fire to within 200 metres of Cachy. Fire was
~d’Aquenne, where it cleaned up a number of the enemy then brought to bear on the north-eastern outskirts of this
| “holding sections of a trench and some machine gun nests. village. The infantry had meanwhile advanced once more

on Cachy, but the village was not assaulted. At 3.45 p.m.
‘the tank returned to its rendezvous, having fought con-

| 6? Tank No. 6 (Lieut. Lappe) advanced in accordance
tinuously since 7 a.m.

with orders. The German infantry, however, did mnot
follow. The tank was engaged with heavy fire by the

enemy. At a distance of 30 metres in front of the enemy Losses: One officer killed; five N.C.O’s and men
‘both engines became over-heated and broke down. The killed ; one man missing ; 13 N.C.O’s and men wounded.
driver was wounded, and no second driver was available, e et=

because the three second drivers of the detachment were (*). ‘This tank must have beon the “Elniode.” and, if so.fkt

still being trained with the ““ Rohr Sturmbattalion.” After was not blown up.
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A TANK VISION OF 1833

N 1833 the Editor of the United Service Journal received
I two independent letters advocating the then growing
use of steam to the uses of war. The first letter came
from Bombay and appeared in the January number. The
author in his letter suggests :—

£l

. . . Mr. Perkins, I believe, some years ago, exhibited
the 1mposing effects of steam applied to the projection of
small iron balls or bullets, in vast numbers, and with con-
siderable impetus, from a stationary engine, such as might
be used in the defence of a fortress ; but I do not recollect
to have seen any proposal for the employment of this
powerful agent in the field of battle. . . . . We all know
that in former times chariots of war were highly esteemed
for their destructive operation, yet they were found
objectionable, and ultimately they were disused on one
account, viz. : the great difficulty of managing the horses
when frightened or wounded, and the impossibility of
impelling them on the pikes of a formidable phalanx.
This objection would have a double weight with the
modern use of firearms. . . . The great forte of steam
is its passiveness. Secure the boiler and the machinery
from the stroke of a cannon-ball, and you might drive a
steam-chariot triumphantly through a regiment. Imagine
three or four of these machines driven at a galloping speed
through a square of infantry ; the director might be seated
in perfect safety in the rear of the engine, and a body of
cavalry, about fifty yards in rear, would enter the furrows
ploughed by these formidable chariots, and give the coup-
de-grdce to the unfortunate infantry. The chariots might
be armed with scythes, both in front and flank ; and, if
the first shock were avoided by the men opening their
ranks, they might easily be made sufficiently manageable
to wheel round and return on any part of the square which
stood firm. . . . . i

The second letter came out in the May issue :(—

“ Let us consider the effect of a platoon of locomotives
moving along a road against a closely-cemented column
of the enemy. Its united muscular strength, if it could be
applied, would not stop them. The column must be
scattered or crushed ; and if either work should be left
unfinished, it 1s only necessary to turn the steam and back
they will come with equal force, to the utter destruction
of everything that may attempt to oppose them. It is
perfectly true that cannon could destroy the machinery,
and so it will the wheels and limbers of guns, but this is
deemed no valid reason against the employment of
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artillery. Consider, again, the effect of their astounding
noises upon cavalry—the power they could afford of
advancing or retiring a range of armed blockhouses (1f we
may so term that which is made of proof iron plates) for
the protection of any weak parts of the line, or to cover
an attack, and many other purposes, . &
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SOLDIERS’ FAMILIES HOME,
SOUTHAMPTON

HE following particulars regarding the Soldiers’
Families Home, Southampton, as a holiday quarter,
are published for the information of all concerned.

The Soldiers’ Families Home, Bugle Street, Southamp-
ton, is available as a holiday quarter for the families of
married soldiers during the non-trooping season, i.e.,
from May until the end of August.

The Home, which is well furnished, contains seven
bedrooms, a bathroom (with hot water), a dining room
and a sitting room. Bedding is provided. The charges
are : Adults, 1s. a night; children, 6d. a night. The
caretaker of the Home supplies meals as required on very
reasonable terms; alternatively, cooking facilities and
utensils are provided in the event of families wishing to
cook for themselves. The Home is situated in a quiet
street near the sea and is within easy reach of the New
Forest and other Hampshire beauty spots.

Applications for accommodation should be addressed
to the Staft Captain, Movements, Brazil Road, The Docks,
Southampton, stating number of adults and children, and
the period for which accommodation 1s required.
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R. S. S.. L. ¢ *
N.S.W. BreanNCH
| SDEC1936 Foreign Office,
' ks ' 9th November, 1936.
Dear Sir,

It was indeed good of you to think of sending me
a copy of "Reveille", and I was most interested to
read it.

It is quite true as you say that I was a' General
Staff Officer of the 58th Division at Villers-Bretonneux
in April 1918 for a short time before becoming Brigade
Major of a Brigade in the 66th Division. Previous to
my service in the 58th Divisign I served with my
own Regiment, the King's Royal Rifle Corps.

I am sorry that I haven't got a photo at hand to

send to you in reply to your request, but I can promise

you that the readers of "Reveille" sustain no loss in

consequence’
Perhaps I may without impertinence add that I have

the clearest recollections of the gallantry of

Australiaheceee.
| J. Black, Esq.
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Australian troops at Villers-Bretonneux at what
must have been one of the most critical phases of
the war.

Bellieve me,

Yours truly,

/o
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