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DIARIES AND NOTES OF C. E. W. BEA

CONCERNING THE WAR OF 1914 - 1918

THE use of these diaries and notes is subject to conditions laid down in the terms

of gift to the Australian War Memorial. But, apart from those terms, | wish the
following circumstances and considerations to be brought to the notice of every
reader and writer who may use them.

These writings represent only what at the moment of making them I believed to be
true. The diaries were jotted down almost daily with the object of recording what
was then in the writer's mind. Often he wrote them when very tired and half asleep ;
also, not infrequently, what he believed to be true was not so— but it does not
follow that he always discovered this, or remembered to correct the mistakes when
discovered. Indeed, he could not always remember that he had written them.

These records should, therefore, be used with great caution, as relating only what
their author, at the time of writing, believed. Further, he cannot, of course, vouch
for the accuracy of statements made to him by others and here recorded. But he
did try to ensure such accuracy by consulting, as far as possible, those who had
seen or otherwise ftaken part in the events. The constant falsity of second-hand
evidence (on which a large proportion of war stories are founded) was impressed
upon him by the second or third day of the Gallipoli campaign, notwithstanding that
those who passed on such stories usually themselves believed them to be true. All
second-hand evidence herein should be read with this in mind.

; ALISTEALIAR vwam Tk
16 Sept,, 1946. :

iy C. E. W. BEAN.

STATULS

RN NSNS PSR ERA NN LLEL LR RS PR LY ETH T h-,....lf.l,.ll.!,l.ld.l.-TIl ] -||'llliil--nIlllllHil'llllll-lillllllll-l L]
VL LY .«:

- e, oy i
= - —— T Sl A e O]

RCDIG1066/55



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO66/755



g

[ g
oy I

;r SEPTEMBER 27th. con'binl?.ed *

We spent last night in Boulogne and I came on
to BARLEUX, where Murdoch and Gilmour had already arrived.
a couple of days since. One of the first bits of news
Murdochh told me was that there had been a regular
epldemic of mutinles in the A.I.F. during the last few
days. It was, I believe, the question of the disbhand-
ment of battalions, and arose first out of the case of
the 37th batin., where STOREYjp the Colonel, some time ago
P made an unexpected disturbance over the proposed
| dissolving of his battalion.

It is a long yarn. Storey was second in command at
Messines, and there, in the confused recriminations which
followed the putting down of a barrage on the 37th and
Ite withdrauwal from the objective, McNICHOLL and Storey
came to loggerheads. Murdoch says the two had been old
enemies 1in Australia, both being in the Education Dept.
and having some quarrel over their military work.
Whether this 1is so or not, there is no doubt they were
pretty bitterly opposed after Messines. SMITH, the |
b colonel of the battalion, who took Storey's & side, had"
- i to go. McNicholl was supported by MONASH, whose pride
| was very much hurt by the fact that the left flank of his
division had not kept in its place with the right flank
when the 4th Div. retired. ILately Storey has been given
| the commend of his battalion, and no doubt Storey thought
thet 1t was the enmity of McNicholl that caused the 37th
to be picked out as the proper #X battelion to be roken
up. Storey first protested to lMcNicholl and afterwards
wrote a couple of very wild letters to Gen. BIRDWOOD,
| over the head of his superior officers. He alsgso made
his opinion quite widely known to the battn., and I fancy
sald something to them on parade about the pility of their
being broken up. Monash was very incensed |
Sto rey's action - which indeed was impossible for any
commanding officer to put up with and disloyal to the
Iinterests of the A.,I.F. as a whole = and Monash had
decided to send Storey to England when the news came that
| the 37th had refused to be disbended, and thatthe men,
o when ordered to march off to their new units, had stood
% < fast. This happened a few days ago. -

| It so happensg that the War Council has been urging
Birdwood tc have the breaking up of the battalions carried
: out at once 1In order to keep up the strength of the ~
divisgions. Monash certainly did not want this, but if
the divisions were to be kept up to full strength,
something had to be done. Birdwood came down a few days
ago and Iinformed Monash that the disbandment of the units
which werd to be split up must take place. Accordingly
8 number of battalions which had been chosen as the ocnes
to be disbanded were ordered to march their men off to
other units of their brigade. The 54th, 60th, 42nd, 21st,
S7th and, I think, the 27th or 26th, were amongst these.
I am certain of all but the 26th or 27th.

when the 37th struck the others did the same; the
o4th and 2lst seemed to have been especially firm. Their
officers and N.C.0.'s in each case, when the order ceme to
the battalion on parade to join its new unit, left the
battalion and went to their new homes; but the men of the
bettalion stood fest. The discipline of the battelions
was rigorously kept up. The new officers and N.C.O.'s
did not assume stars or stripes, but took charge of the
battalion on parade, N.C.0.'s told off their platoons

. L and handed them over to the platoon commender, who reported
to the Company commander. The "Colonel" roared his men up

-
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ordered, to step forward, and those who refused to stand where
they were. On the order "Merch" there was a sort of
momentary hesitency along the ranks, men looking to the left
eand right, the whole battalion took & pace forward, and the
difficulty was solved. Personally I cannot help thinking that
Elliott on this occasion was the one mean in the whole force
who really played the man, and despite all his idiosyncracies
showed himself to be & comeander worth following. His 60th
battallion was thus split up into the other three battalions,
eand the 15th Brigade went in as a 3-battalion brigade. A1l
the other brigades gave in to their men.

The positlon which this creates is obviously a wery

| difficult and dangerous mm® one, and the results of it are too
distent and Important to be able accurately to Judge at present;
but of one thing I feel certain - that a men like John Monassh
is not the man to handle the A,I.F. at a critical moment like
this. He was, of course, entirely opposed to Storey at the
beginning, but he pretends to be on the side of the men now.
Monash 1is not really a strong man though he 1is a very able one.
whatever happens he will try to save his own skin, and a men
like that 1s just the man to make disaster out of a situation
which a better man could possibly save.

~— A much more serious trouble, of quite a different sort,
occurred in the case of the 1lst Battn. The 1lst Battn. was in
the line before Hargicourt on the 19 Septenmber. On the 20th.
i1t was coming out of the line. The relief had already arrived,
the men had their packs done up aml were about to move off.
The Tommles on their left had failed on September 18 to reach
& line which the 1st Bde. had reached in the Hindenburg outpost
line. The 3rd Corps on our left was told that these trenches
must be reached in order to get a jumping-off place for the
attack on the Hindenburg line on September 29th. John Monash,
in order to help khimxfmmmrxkism this, undertook very readily,
over the telephone or in conference with General Butler, to
take over 500 yards of the Tommies' iine and do this portion of
the attack for them, they being responsibvle for the remainder
of the front northwards. The divisions to the south of the
Srd Corps are very tired and worn-out and the task was very
difficult for them. On the 20th, just as the firstsBattalion
was going oubt, the order came for them to go in and do this
attack. 120 of the men refused. They said they had so often
had to go over the top to do jobs which the Tommies had failed
to do, that they were not going to do it this time. The
remainder of the battalion went over very short and carried out
the attack with complete success, although they were, I believe,
outflenked by the Germens driving in the Tommies and had to
came back to the starting-point - although I am not certain.
Anyway, 120 men who refused are under close arrest and what will
be done in their case has not been settled. They are to be tried
by court-martial, and the penalty for mutiny in the Australian
Army 1is death.

It 1s the first time that this question has ever arisen,
and this too is a crisis of the history of the force. T only
wish to goodness there was somebody of a different type to John
Monash in the saddle at the moment. The aanger of the
Situation 1is that while the casgse is unquestionably one for swift
and d rastic action, there is a certain amount of obvious
provocation, and whether it is wise or expedient to make the
first case of the infliction of the death penaliy a case %m in
which the men had some sort of excuse, is a very difficult one
to declde. Personally I think it would be = Wrong decision. It
will come to that some day, no doubt; but the first one should
be one mEm in which there can be no doubt and no element of
provocatlon can be pleaded. Knowing John Monash, I don't think
that he is in the least likely to mske any decision which might
contain the least danger to himself.
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in approved fashionm. The men whom they chose were, so
Murdoch was told, the men who were calculated to make the
best leaders and not at all of the Unlion Secretary type -
i.2., they were not agitators amongst the men but were

those who, in the main, were best fitted to lead them.

They dined amongst the men snd lived with them, but otherwise
they carried on exactly as the regular officers. I believe
that the 54th battn. went for a route march. Certainly
orders were respected, sSentries were posted, and the camp
1life and games went on exactly as usual by some means or
other. Thelr rations came to them regularly, and how they -
maneged to obtain or f£1ll up ration wagons at dumps is a
question. When one of their Generals golng around his area
visited a cricket match between two of the companies of one
of these battallons, the whole of the men on the ground
stood up to attention - which was a compliment that would
never have been paid to him in ordinary circumstances.

The matiny, or strike - 1t was more a strike than a
mutiny - was, I belleve, breaking down in the case of the
42nd battn. The men had been persuaded that in the interests
of the whole force they must xE joln their new units; when
the news came along that the case of the 37th battn. had been
allowed. Monash had left it to the divisionsl commanders
to settle, and the G.0.C. of the 3rd Division (Gellibrand)
had decided to allow the 37th to remain. I suppose that he
consldered kxhmxxmemxsmf the battalion was really victimised

‘ by McNicholl, who was a commander who never had the confidence

“twn 2| of his men and was a continual source of trouble to his

b ' pmrit colleagues and superio rs. Anyway, on the news of this
r.:ﬂ’%ﬂ reaching the repentant battalion it immediately repented
s »agaln In the opposite direction and went back on strike.
o The other divisional.commanders followed Gell,' s lead. The
6*"&' , oth and 3rd Divisions had to go into action for the ensuing
.h-,‘.,)-"l p+- battle and 1t was urgent to get the battalions there in time.

‘" . In every case the revolting battalions had offered to go in
g/") o™ ag battalions, and guaranteed to whatever they were called on
v’d’_‘w{s, to do, and they resented the imputation that they were in any
oM way objecting to fight.

1
s
*“‘[:..'q"!‘! The 54th, 42nd, 37th end 218t were allowed to rejoin
b;q_"b! thelr brigades as units, all their officers and men going back
_ to them. The men had always stated that they knew they wers
not deserting thelr officers because they realised bhat their
(;"g officers were heartily in sympathy with them and, in a way,
proud of their action, however it might be detrimental to the
force and dangerous for the future. No men could help being
| S0. But the one man who refused consent to this was ELLIOTT.
| BElliott from the first stood firm and said he could not
continue in the conmand of a brigade in which the men did not
implicltly obey him. One cannot help feeling that old
Elliott took the stand which was in the best interests of the
A.I.F. and most in accordance with the discipline which is
necessary to hold this army together as the war begins to
reach 1ts fag=-end. Anyway, Elliott stood absolutely firm.
S0 did the 60th battn. when all the others stood out on
gtrike the 60th stood with them. Elliott went down and
addressed the men, and I belleve they made no signs of giving
in. Finally, before the show, Elliott went down intending
to speak a last word to the men, offering them a chance of
glving In, and I belisve that when the word to disband was
given, if they didn't act upon it, he would have shot whatever
men refused to do so. Anyway, he told them that the brigade
was going 1n in any case, and that if this battalion continued
in 1ts present attitude it could not be itaken in, and the
result would be the desertion by them of their comrades, and
that they would throw upon the remaining three weak battalions
the whole burden of a very hard fight. He called upon every
men who was willing to join those three battalions, as

oh
W

Xdem
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All this night at intervals we heard tha tramp, tramp,
tramp of infantry aleong the roed outside past the waterpoint in
HEXx Barleux: clearly they were going up for the fight. The
ord and 5th Divisions sre to g0 over Iin support of the
Americans and take the ord Hindenburg line, and the second
Dividdon to be next in support. I don't think John will use
the lst and 4th Divisions again. They are away back by
Abbevlille (Picquigny).

I started ahead of Joe Cook's party, with which I ceme
over, leaving Boulogne at 7.30 and going to Rollencourt to find
out if by any chance our troops had attascked this morning, as
there was news of a blggish battle. At Rollencourt I found out
that the Press had moved up temporarily to Amiens, where they
Were staying at the old Hotel de 1'Univers, which was belng
fitted up again for visitors under the sanction of the Town
Major. At Amlens Cadge told me that the attack on that day
was going well. The Canadians zmm had reached Bourlon Wood
and had been seen by aeroplanes beyond 1it, and the New
Zealanders had crossed the canal on a front of one brigade.
This was extraordinarily fine news. The attack seems to have
been made by the 1lst and 3rd Armies. I llke the way in which
Cadge started his announcement with the fact that these two
Dominions farces had made the main advance. At the same time
he told me that the Americsns had made a heavy attack together
With the French armies of Generals Mangin and Goursud down near
the Argonne, and that the Americans had gone in 7 miles. This
18 cértainly the mein American attack. I bought a Paris
odition of the "Daily Mail" and in it there was a short mesaage
from Balley, the American correspondent for the English papers.
He sald that the Germans had left machinegun rearguards, and
that the Americans were engaged in mopping these up. The
official communique does not give any hint of the Germans having
prepared for this attack, but this statement by Bailey gives
one the idea that the German move anticipated the Franco=
American attack by withdrawing along that section of the front.

I waited at the Hotel de la Paix for Joe Cook and his party.
They arrived about 12 and had some wine and bread and cheese
at the hotel. From there we went on through the battlefield
of August 8th to the camp which has been prepared for them Just
north of Biaches, west of the Somme outside Peronne. On the

very interested, but Joe Cook showed very little interest in the
ERkkIn® story of the battles or in the places which hed become
famous in the course of thaem, On arrival at Biaches we f ound
the new camp just co mpleted with the roof on the messroom not
an hour before. The boys detailed as orderlies for the camp
had not done this sort of thing before in their lives altho

they were willing to learn. One plate was provided for the
frugal meal of bully beef and whatever pudding, bread and butter,
cheese, or other course followed. Cups were provided for tea,
but as no glasses appeared no wine was asked for. Afterwards
oné of the boys confessed to me that it was his first attempt

at the job. There was plenty of cutlery, plates and wine
glasses, but he did not know the rules for thls sort of living.
He said he was quite Willing to learn, and from the type of boy
they have provided I heve no doubt they will learn Qulicker than
most. However, the rest of us Were afrald to suggest the
bringing on of pudding or bread and cheege for fear that only one
set of plates and knives éxisted, so Joe Cook for onee lunched
more or less off the same rations as a soldier.

In the afternoon I took the over themground of the late

fighting et Peronne. (Conan Doyle was wearing the uniform of a
Lord Lieutenant of a County, the next most glorious uniform to

which is that of a Fielgd Marshal Commanding in Chief, This

RCDIG1066/755
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| drew salutes from everybody including colonels, and the old

l chap was so abashed, in spite of his experience in public

l’ life, that he hardly dared 1lift his eyes from the ground when

| any soldliers were passing - a fact which attracted me to him

| at once. He was absorbed in the story of the fighting north
: of Peromme, and when we came to %“he grave of & man of the

odrd battn. who had been killed in the furthesbé advance of

| September lst, he saluted it saying -RRemrxkExfxx

| "Poor boyi" "He at any rate deserves all the salutes one cean

give him."

We saw the quarry where Murray of the 53rd. had his
Headquarters, and the railway line which the' 53rd reached in
their futile charge against the moat and batt lements of
Peronne. We came back past Anvil Wood, wherre the 9th Field
Coy. Engrs. were just prepared to go up the line. They
seemed to be under the impression that the figztht was tomorrow.
It was not until I saw Monash tonight that T kuew 1t was on
the 25th. |

Joe Cook and Conan Doyle each spoke to thes'® engineers.
Joe Cook stood facing them trying to make cheaply® Witty
remarks, not in the least the genial man that a niember of our
own Govermment from Australia might be expected t.0 be. His
face 1s curiously benevolent and fatherly, and th.is rather
melts the men towards him - in fact they 1liks him better than
Hughes. But his speeches struck me as chi’ldish. Conan
Doyle, on the other hand, told them that h/s was p1oud to be
amongst them, and that he was proud, as a’l Englan d was
proud, of their fighting; that he was proud that ULhe same
blood ran in his veins. And the men clieered hin. to tire echo
He 1s a great, square, bull-dog of a mfiin with an exceedi: 21y
kindly face. He appears at present .0 be bent o11 & >
generous endeavour to save Gough and the 5th Briti.sh army
from blame and make of the retreat An the spring alwost a
~second retreat from Mons.

We crossed about dusk one of the o0ld woode ~
leading across the moat north-weist of Pemnz?g‘.i i El?lx;iﬂ:%;:t is
full of water and a most difficult obstacle for troops. I
left them to dinner and came back to our camp at Barleux.

SEPTEMBER 28. Murdoch, Gilmour and I were to see John Monash at aix

o'clock tonight in order to get from him the pl

next day's battle. It laaksgas though there faaﬁ ggrtiight'a
fighting ahead, and consequently I decided to go up to the
oth Army H.Q. and try to push through the staff appointments
for controlling and distributing the A,I.F. Photographs and
publications, which will otherwise be certainly hung up until
I can do so. Body made a splendid rm to

Therouanne and back, leaving there at 2.30 ani

Australian Corps H.Q. near Barleux in time to fizgcﬁinlﬁim
Murdoch and Gilmour just going into John Monash at a few
minutes past six. John gave us, as usual, an absorbingly
interesting account of the fight. He was very insistent on
the fact that he doubted whether the Americans would succeed
in carrying their objectives. Tt was a longer job than any
the Australian Corps had undertaken, and his experience of the
Americans during the last day or two showed him that they were
very unprepared and untrained. He made a great point of one
brigade having gone into the startingpolint without its bombs
for mopping up. The brigadier had said that they could alwavys
get tha'bnmba later. As usual we found $het this statement .
of John's to be inaccurste. Whilst we were with him Ross, of
the lst Division, who was attached to the Americans ag lia.ison
officer, rang up to say that the starting arrangements seemed
to be all right, and McLagan who came in said that only one
battalion had gone in without bombs, and that as it was s
support battalion it could easlly get them. It struck all of

us that John was hedging against a possible def
eat
case he would be sble to throw the blame on to ma’aégrgziagg.
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- The Australien troops will not go over until %7o'clock
tomorrow, leaving their startingpoint and reaching the
American objective, where they will pass through the American
troops, at 1l o'clock. This gives four clear hours for
roadmaking. We shall go up to the battlefield in time to
see the Australians go over. The Meteor says that the weather
is going to be fine. _

Joe Cook has been chafing like an impatient child to=day.
He kmew that Hughes when he was over here addressed the troops
several times, and T had told him that the men had received
Hughes particularly well on several occasions. Joe evidently
wanted to do the same: "Conan Doyle here wants to gee
battlefields, but I want to see the men", he said. "They told
me I could see men and I have not seen men. What I want to
know is when I can see some of the men"

Plunkett, a geniel old farmer, who 1s a captain in the 3rd.

Battn. and 1s acting as one of the conducting officers, arranged
with great trouble to take Cook off to Abbeville and Picqu gny
to see the lst and 4th Divisions in the back area. Joe went
‘off with him in an aggressive frame of mind, and as they
went through Xsmgm Longueau the car completelybroke down.
Being a war-time car it had inferlor metal in the engines
and something snapped. Plunkett, by using all his sense and
push, managed to get the losn of a small runaboub car to take
Cook on into Amiens, and there tried to persuade him to have
lunch while he himself hurried around to raise snother motoxr
car. Cook said he didn't want to have lunch = he wanted to
see the troops. As the troops were 20 miles away and there
was no means of getting there except by finding a motorcar,
which Plunkett was trying to de, this was not very helpful.
Eventually Plunkett raised a car from the 1st Division,
and they arrived there to find that Cook's son, whom Cook
wented speclally to visit, was away back acting as liaison
officer with the Americans who were attacking next day. The
result of this was that Cook began worry ing about his son.

"I know old Cook of the 2nd. Battn., amd T knew demned well
there was nothing to worry about - he'd never hop over the
top with the Americans", said Plunket®; but it took & long
time to convince Joe Cook that his son was not goling into
immedlate and sudden death. However, by the time they had
arrived back at the cemp he had managed to allay Cook's fears
on this point. As they came in the first thing that young
Lowden, the other conducting officer, said was - "Well, Mr.
Cook, I hear your boy is going over the top with the
Americans tomorrow." It was just after this that Murdoch,
Wilktins, Dyson aml Myself walked in to their messroom, We
noticed that the table didn't appear to be a cheerful one =
in fact nobody seemed to be s peaking. Cook disappeared to
bed at once and Lowden and Plunkett each took me out and
explained for 10 minutes that 1if Billy Hughes was a handful
Joe Cook was a "Bastard, and a demned sight worse!

SEPTEMBER 29th. For the first time in the last 12 months we have come
back from a battle that went wrong. The last one was on
October 1l2th at Paschendeale, and this went almost es Wrong as
that. We started late this morning. We were going up to see
the Australien infantry stert at 9 near Glllement farm 2 miles
east of Ronssoy. Gillement Farm was the farthest point that
Wilkins had reconnoitred, and we calculated that from there
we should be able to look down the valley towands Le Catelet ’
and by crossing over into the next ridge to the east side of
the railway ridge just beyond the line of the canal tunnel,

which our troops would then be attacking. windi ;
high lands which 1lie eastward from t.hiﬁslgpoinfy we nuu?g,u:r[’.ft}tlga
shelling were in any way moderate, keep in touch with the
battle as it advanced. |

The party of visitors was in trouble to=day, having only
one car for the whole seven. My car had broken down with a

Weak spring - alse
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weak spring - also & result of wartime metel, = and Murdoch's
car wes already full. Accordingly it was suggested thet Smart
vho was interested in seelng how the official photogrephs were
taken, should go up with Casserley, the Press photogrepher, and
take one of the party with him. Dyson offered to go with
Wilkins to Gillement Farm where he might wait for us. Murdoch,
Gllmour end myself proposed to go through Ronssoy to a point near
Glllement Farm and work out from there. We mistook our turning
in Templeux snd reached Hargicourt by mistake at about 10 a .m.
| We turned back and passed through Ronssoy towards Gillement Ferm,
| leaving the car just beyond the first crossroad past Ronssoy.
| The crest of the hill 1s only a few hundred yards shead.
| On our way up we called in at the 3rd Division, which was
| very well advanced between Templeux and Ronssoy. They told us
there that the Americens were sald to have reached the green
line = which weas their objective - and the 2nd Hindenburg trench
system, but that they had left eny number of German mach inegun
posts, and that our brigades as they started to go forward after
the Americans had been held up at once by machinegun fire. The
right, so far as wes known, had gone a good deal better, and
Bellicourt had been taken; but on the left in front of the 3rd
Division, although Bony had been passed and possibly taken by the
Americens,Awas quite unapproachsble at present owing to the
German machine guns in it. At 3rd. Div. H.Q. we found Smert
end Berry (the editor of the "Sunday Times") with Casserley,
the Press FPhotographer. As Casserley was new to it I adviged
them all to come along with me. The BxEk® crest of the hill
was about 300 or 400 yards away. As we walked along the road
towards Gillemeny Farm we noticed at least 20 American dead
who must have been killed by shell bursts - posslibly in some
cases by machinegun fire - before they had even reached their
sterting point. 1In the hollow on our right were a number of
guns and & line of tanks. On our left on the flat surfece of
the hill was a disabled tank and a number of men in shell holes -
largely belonging to the 3rd. Div., M.G. Battn. Men occasionally
crossed the hill=-crest on our left front. As occasional shells
burst up the road I thought I thought we would make towards
our front left for the hilltop where from the crest we ought to
be able to get & v lew of what was happening towards the northern
mouth of the tumel and Bony. We went over, Murdo ch and T in
front snd Smart end BMry following, and had not gone 100 yverds
when the Germans burst several shells not far away on the left.
I altered the course a little to the right past these, and the
next salvo fell wight amongst us = one whizzbang shell burst
about 10 yards Murdoch and myself and about 10 yards
ahead of Smart. I signed to them to get down into shell-holes,
end we sat there while four or five salvoes came over, when the
shelling ceased.

Clearly things were too hot for us to take the party in that
directioen. There was also a fairly constant creckle of machine
gun fire in that direction. Accordingly we turmed back end walked
towards the valley intending to go around to the right where the
oth Divigion were and where the attack had succeeded. On
reaching the line of tenks we found that these tanks had esach
been blown up by a mine which was placed under the wire. Men
who had seen them told us that the mines had heaved the tanks
slightly and burst their travellers. The men inside were in 8 ome
ceses killed. Later on Gellibrend told us that these were
Amerlcan teanks and that the mines which had blown them up were
old "British mines which had been planted in the wire before the
German attack on March 2lst last year and remsined in it still.

- There were, he said, two notices of "Danger" and the 3rd Div.

- were aware of this and gulded their tanks enother way or laid

- down routes to avold them. It looked as if the Americans hed not
been warned and had been allowed to blunder on to the Brit ish
mines by some terrible misteke. Anyway & line of eight of them
‘were ithere lylng along the wire, and we who saw thefi at first
thought the Germans had successfully solved the problem of dealing
with tanks. How these mines would stand a heavy bomberdment T

don't know. They seem to have consisted of the old plumpudding
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bombs fixed up with some sort of fuse which would aect

only on heavy pressure. The infantry about there were

warning one another to keep clear of the mines.

When we got acriss the vakley to the south we
noticed that Saart and Berry did not follow. I think
they were quite right to go baek. Saart 1is a father

of n and have no doubt Berry has youngsters at
hun:': uu? %i :truak towards thg aunkzn rgid from

Ronssoy to Bellicourt passing just east of Harglicourt
into the next valley ¥ - the one north of Cologne faram

rtiller

! Eiﬁ*aliaf%EE? Eiﬂﬂnﬁifkﬁgiawﬁft‘#Eaaﬂﬂpgiﬁiﬁg é&% y
thelr guns had been for a long time out of range. They
thought things were held up on their left. We walked S
down towards the line of whippet tanks which we could
see 1n the valley = evlidently the six whippet tanks
supporting one of the brigades which was held up and
not allowed to be launched. By the roadside there were
three or four tank officers of the Tank Corps. One
of thea when we asked how things were told us that the
Anericans had gone through and that the Austiralian
infantry had been started. "There is still another
old front line u p there" he said. We previously heanm
h card that the 10th Bde. H.Q. which had been intended
to go to Bony hed.been held u p by rechinegun fire in
¥ry ing to get there.

While we were with the artillery officers a Britia
Plane came down on the hillside & little on our side -

ol HMalakoff Wood. It appeared to make a good landing

| but no pilot got out of it. We selt out towards this

=53 plane. The valley on that side was at intervals being
heavily =ksXXs& dusted with German shells. As we pEEm
passed up the other side of the valley over the nuckle
near the sugar factory we canme on six wounded Americant
One wee Lrying Lo crawl in with a bandaged foot,

wor king skowly on his hands and knees towards the
rear. We directed him towards the road where at

least he would be pieked up. The others were too
badly hit to mo ve. They had been knocked lanediately
aft er the start . It surprised us that the starting
bolnt was so far back as it was here. This was clearly
one o f the great difficulties in this morning's attack
The poslition had been as follows. In the attacks
by which we approached the Hindenburg ILine the British
did not get as far ahead as the Australians. The

Australians had reached the Hindenburg outpost line

| southward from the tunnel mouth. But as i% was
necessar y to make this attack on the front nor thward
of the Bellicourt Tunnel mouth where the canal passes
under the hill, the British on our left had to advance
thelr front line up to the Hindenburg outpost line
before the date of the attack. They failed to do this
on the northa and the Americans were &ccordingly put

in two days before the attaeck to advance the line past
Glllement Farn. Their attacking troops certa

reached the tr enches all rightu‘but wEr- :ﬁt %?%Iby
Germans whom they had lefy behind them or who had erept
in on their flank. The American troops out in front

ere believed still to be there b t t man
gﬁh in % then. The barrage IlﬂuIGGEgﬂ?EElE 1:25 égin
e

beyon d the trench which the Americans ha en EXpExk

expected to reac:glfbut the infantry which attacked the
of f

morning had to 2 3 ards shor
[nf Oone Ameriecan cer. Efni rescued Frgi %ﬁi tg:nzi:a.

Where he had been for over two dave. b .

he greater partof “ine iroops Whleh had sada-Deet ot
a o 8ince been captured _

the Gernmans, The ericans who Hgirteﬂ %gdf%léig by

(been in s tructed to h urry along with their tanks as

ffant a5 they could, =mxx starting about 10 minutes
| before the barrage (so far as T can make out), and

ol i, o -
T

|
|
|
{
|
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hurrying with the tanks to get up to the barrage line. Thise

wes & most difficult operation even for old and trained
infantry and a terrible handieap froam the stert. On top of
this ithese Amerlcens were set 10 capture two doublelines of
Hindenburg trench at a place hwere 1t comprises possibly
the strong est fortificecations in the world, andover a

dl stance longer than any at which Australian divisions had
ever been launched. :

The wounded Amerieans were quite without help - one
poor chap seemed to have crawled back some distance and lay
shivering and deadly cold unable to go any further: he
seemed 1o me to be very 11l and possibly dying. I went back
to the road to tell some American troops to send along

stretcherbearers as soon as they could. In the meantime two
of our own streteherbearers of the 44th Battn passed near,
but they had been doing the samesort of work all day long
for other troops and had given one of their stretehers to
Anericans and were now tryi ng to find their own Coy. who
might be in need of thenm. We could not reasonably expect
to divert them from their proper Jjoh. However, in the end,
two American stretcherbesrers came and we showed the six men
to then., We %told them that we had guaranteed these
| Amerieans that they would be carried to the road, end asked
| if they would promise us not to leave the job until it was

| finisged. They answered - "Wn V£ Yesg of course we will"y
| - 1 n a surpr ised voice. e
| As these men left us we atn:?ranﬂh,,Anatrtlian and an

| 3 Ameriean officer coming down the road from the direection of
| o™ Bony. The Australian turned out to be young Maas - the
? F

“~very same with whom I wor ked around the battlefield of

Pozieres on the first day and the days preceding it%. He
told me he had been up to a point where they could clearly
See Bony. Between us and Bony were standing some Germans
- and some Amerieans quite at. thelr ease; but whether the
| Amerieans had gathered the Germans or the Germans the
tAmericans they could not say. On the riiht everything
appeared to be well. They told us that hey had seen the

English aeroplane come down and had visited the place at once
They found that the pllot had been shot through Ehe kng leg
nd was apparently bleeding to death. They had bandaged

up hls Xeg and hoped he would survive - they thought he had
& chance, We struck acréss the valley towards hiam. The

Gernans were still Shelling near the Ameriecan wounded -

close enou Lo be unpleasant. Half way acro
whom sho ufﬁ we meet Dut Wilkins and Jayge, :hgghggeagg:gk

&iff;u:ktt;a from the very start, They walked back with

u o € aeroplane and we found that tl

dead lying behind his machine. Wilkins aE?dp%%:E Eﬁir:lizi*

} actualklly a Geraen machine gun still lively just east of
Quennenent Farm, a scarred bPatch of red brickdust which marke

Wilkins Ssald that when he Béarted this nmorni he r
into the Americans in the tren ches near Gillenentngnr; lgg

found the Germans bombing up the trench to
wards
Short distance aweay. The Americans were aittingtfgmtggly 2

'bottom of the trench, @pparentily thinking that the Db

h ef?d wWere shells. A Lewis gunner wn; cleaninz hg:b;u;hﬂy
:g}éilnﬂ asked hi n WAY h e was not shooting. He said he '
|54 ﬁg t know there was anything to shoot at - Oor some such
r nark. Wilkins told h im that unless he used his gun that
e would never be able to use it again, The Geruans were{
then within about 90 yarde of theg sn the :

4en standing t nr owing their |
. potatoe-aasher b
barapets, dowin i nto the trench, and an uffieg?b:ngvzinﬁgzr

BA&n standing up out side in a shellhol
: e direeting them.
Wilkins got thea to Snipe at the of ficer, but thﬁse Ezint .

blank shots &t him dig not hit hig. However the wuan next to

him was killed ang the offi
cer h
Australian OIficer Who wag withaihgn - — g

e thelr trench and put up g defence =

DIG1066755
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They mEEmax seemed Lo De no t unwilling - but simply appeared

to be ignorant of the danger and how to meetl 1it. The
Australlan officer cealled up his platoon 1o come into the
treneh and they came across over the top - about four or fiwe
of them were h it in doing so. The Lewls gunner who was
firing beside Wilkins was killed by a machinegun bullet at
close range anéh Wilki ng had a shoipass through his sleeve
and gas mask and cllpped a section from the point of his chifg
, Obviously ther e was nothl ng more to be photographed in that
| direction, 80 he, like outselves, worked round to the right.
f On the top of the hill above the aeroplane - about 1000
| yards east of Cologne Fara - there ran a deep German
‘ comuunicatio n trench. By the time we reached this the
\ Germans had begun to shell the place with 5.9's too regularly
\ to make the trip escross the top pleasant. We walted there f£»

for a while looking down at Bony which lay absolutely quiet
- and and apparently deserted - as most dangerous places in

' battle do appeer., e cou 1d see no movement at all through
our telescope. ‘™A machinegun near Quennement Fara was not
firing. A nuaber of tanks had passed over fngo the gully
behind Gillement Farm all the time we were being shelled
there - probably it was they that drew the shelling, but
we could see no si gns of them from here. They seemed to
be Mark V Star tanksk

Present 1y when the shelling Emxam® eased we walked over
the top sou th wards. The country here was ecut up by shell
fire almost as badly as Ypres, the trenches about here and

near the American wounded having been eonstantly kit and
some times destroyed as thoroughly as in the old zitr:u

days, so that no man could have lived in them with impunity.
The German shelling econtinued so we followed one trench -
Probably the German ou tpost treneh - with deep dugouts
occupled by Ameriecan troops. There was a fair nuamber of
German killed in these trenches, fxmmxwhimk From the edge
of the ridge we suddenly came in sight of the big, secarred
village of Belliecourts , with Nauroy -~ the furthes# objective
Oof the Americans - on the hill at the back of 1t. This
valley was i n the utmost contrast to the one we had just
gone t hrough. In the valley which leads from Hargieourt
to Quennement Faram everything clearly had gone wrong.

There was very 1litt le movement except on £

o grh oot, and not mueh
i.ul]:mttti.ly &‘Jr'ﬁi“f-u“ ﬂ we ﬂ"."Wﬁy\H:h .
' valley 1 n which we looked they were moving the artillery

't eams, There were guns uniiabered in a iine across
.- _ _ _ whe
bostom of Nae valley and n usber = of horses standing by

- them in the deep echalk trench 6f the Hindenburg line near

| ;ﬁ*trlllﬁy bottom. Occasionally german shells buret muk
e :lxtn:xlix:hz_vu11ey, but it seemed that either the
lower pavs or oF Genised or he had no obmervation of the
Etriﬂiizratﬂfh?h; Etlley. We uoved across the valley
" in oo :fﬁ Ovton the road to Bellicoubt along
et b e Duredns ol nen were moving close under the
:fllt“f °f 1 s nortBern bank. We did not follow them
i;kiﬁBTil%?ﬂf?t’ although Wilkins, I thought, would have
fheo " h;v:f = PU% 1t was late anc there was no view froa
-—ir_!;- .: . ._...ﬂ.:. vEal We crcagedihe Tﬂllp}l’ and un ihe other
miAE TC we wOp of the knuelkle neaw ] -:Eiza'-*wl::u;’- ok ™
Cernsns were ec nEtant 1y shellirs thip T ;m '-‘:1:1'.:--3-]-1‘:"-- -T-:m
we AW him 0 be at leaed 8 0 or 60 yardr mrcurd %+ ﬁ:Lih

.o [ ™

Rever Wi % i% Poszibly ¢ was shelling a ¢
raek
i::na;;rt;:ﬂhilgr parties of pioneers ang u#hurl'hi::id
e - nearby an€ have to dodge past this spot
- he i . A lltgt one shell seemed to fall right on
@1 aXmost, but so far as we could see 1-1f:r‘::g-.“-,3r was hum

e R S,
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w_ Rere we watched the skyline about Nauroy snd above

Bellicourt for any sign pf a mpve, but fpr spme time saw nothing.
Then Murdoch stddenly shouted that there were men moving on the

- hill north-east of Bellicourt. On top of this wag a clump of

~ trees around a house which Wilkins looked up on the map and

- found to be Cabaret Farm. It was just at 3.30, and from a point
~on the hillside we saw lines of men advancing up the slope both

- to the right and left of the farm. They seemed to spread fenwise,
that 1s, on the left going northwards, some moving towards the
farm 1tself§, those on the right hurrying eastwards. It was
clearly an attack because through the telescopes we could see
they were running. It wes quickly over. The men on the left
disappeared into some road or trenches, thus I fancy wWorking over
the skyline; those going towards the farm itself seemed to
reach certain communication trenches winding in that direction
right up on the hillcrest. At this point along the hillerest
We could see the country of what wes clearly the 2nd or ILe
Catelet system of the Hindenburg line. From Cabaret Farm there
began to fly white flares bending over and falling just beyond

- the hilltop but in front of the farm. (Afterwerds Rogers, who
visited this point, told us that the 15th Bde. had a very hard

| fight in this atteck. A machinegun from the farm or from the

the top, and a whole line of men lay there killed by it. (When
ﬁ’; Rogers reached the point where the machinegun was he saw s What

he expected to see, that its crew had been well and EXZREriy truly
bayonetted). a

| ‘ The movement all diedﬁgry quickly. At first we thought
that these men looked like Americans becauge they carriegd packs,
but I was pretty sure they must be Australiens because from the
stete of the battlef the Australians were the anly ones likely
to be attacking. It was raining slightly at this time. we
moved a little higher up the hill from a point where we could
Sée the few battered houses, Riqueval, which 1is immediately over
the southern end of the mmmxi tunnel. and the hills of both sides
of the canal as far south as St. Quentin. It was clear that
the 9th Corps had made an exceedingly successful Crossing here.
We knew they were going to have a push at the canal while we
attacked the defences over the tunnel. They were said t o have
provided themselves with floats » lifebelts, lifebuoys and all
sorts of material assistance for Crossing the water, What we
now saw was that they had actually got their guns on to the
further side of the cenal. Gun teams were as far HR as half-way
up the hillslope east of the canal - We could see the teams moving
towards the guns. I suspected that they were bringing the guns
Some way back, but the barrage was as far shead as Magny, so that

the infantry had clearly gone mp much further than we had ever
anticipated. We could see a batch of prisoners coming in and
some of our infantry on the horizon south-west of Magny, while the
barrage was being laid down on the hillslope well to the south
of this point again - I should S&y opposite the smaller tunnel
canal east of Belle Englise. Tt was now about 6 O0'clock, so we

e s e

i
- "mhr.—'u

hilltop east of Cologne Farm, across the valley between Hargicourt
and Quennement Farm. where things seem easier then before. As we
struck up the slope from here g couple of heavy shells fell by the
sunken road leading over the top towards Ronssoy. We debouched
eastwards to avoid them with the luck that the heavy followed us
up. This German battery of 5,9's was clearly putting down a
creeping kmxxmgm series of heavies with which mEX®E we were Just
about keeping pace. We could always hear the shells coming.
Sometimes there were shellholes +to drop into andé Sonmetimes there
Worc not. As we got over the hill we found the H.Q. of the 42nd
and 43rd Battns. in the deep sunken road to Ronssoy which clearly
had been used by the English as a trench. We noticed g H.Q.
battnd. had its small regimental flag, which was stuck out from
Somé trench a little in front of the road. The C.0. told me

(I think it was the 42nd. not 43rd.) that his men werpe
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around through the 5th. Divislon into the front system of Hindenburg
teenches and were to bomb up it towards Bony.

It was raining slightly. Wilkins went on to his car. We
followed him after seeing the two colonels.

As we crossed that valley we saw gne of the most striking
scenes that I have witnessed this year. Our artillery limbers and
wagons had been taking up the ammunition to the guns which were
near to the line of American tanks at the head of the valley. The
German battery which had been following us, or Probably another
battery of 4.2 or 5.9 guns which had been shooting in a desultory
fashion around the top of the rise near 42nd Battn. H.Q. , suddenly
lengthened and begen to fire for all it was worth on to the
BEXEREXkoWRXesad road down the near valley. Whether the Germans
could possibly have had some observer of that hilltop I don't know.
The old machinegun at(ienegmont farm was still crackling away as it
were in the midst of us, but I don't think any ground observer could
have seen into that valley. We, overlooking the head of it, saw
a German baloon, and if the sihoot was directed by him 1t was one of
the finest bits of artilleryI have ever seen. The four guns
crashed down their gray shells in sudden smokebursts on either side
of the road down which the ammunition wagons were moving. The filrst
salvoes burst about a third of the way down the valley near the head

- of a colum. The drivers began to whip their horses to a gallop and

go through 1t at full speed. The next salvoes lengthened, the gray

 bursts falling on the south side of the road, the teams sometimes
being outlined ageinst them and sometimes being partially hidden by
- them. The drivers came straight on theough the bursts as hard as

the teams could gallop with a &light interval between each tesm.

‘Some of the bursts seemed to fall almost on top of the teams, and in
‘one case I certainly saw some horses standing by which were hit.
As the galloping teams, of which there must have been 20 in single

file, reached the bottom of the valley, the shells began to explode
there with the instantaneous effects and great puff which mark his
high exploslve shell. T believe the teams got through safely with
the exception of four drivers killed - at least so we heard when we
got near the bottom of the valley ourselves. We had crossed the
valley just before the shells came down %%, but whilst T was watshing

some of the dust from one of these shell bursts seemed to blow over
and T got & good mouthful and eye-full of it. Both Murdoch and I
were sore In the throat and aching in the eyes, and T thought that
after getting through the whole day without a scratch we had been
well and truly geassed at the end of 1t. In 3/4-hour it passed, and
it could only heve been tear gas. We found the car near Ronssoy.
We found Gellibrand, on whom we called, lying down in his overcoat.
He had a trench mortar party and an artillery observer who went over
with the Americans. Only a few of his mortar men had returned, but
the observing officer, who had retwrmed also, said that the
Americans had undoubtedly got into Gouy and that he had left them
there. They never got into Le Catelet, which was full of Germans
at the time.

Gellibrand gave us the story of the American tanks having run
on to one of our minefields. He himself had been up there to try
and find out the position of his men towards Bony and had been chased
by machine guns and under the direct fire of whizzbangs - not & bad
experlence for a Major-General. Whilst we were talking to him a
Germen H.V. gun was shelling his H.Q. and the prisoners cage outside.
Two men were killed and several wounded on the top of the spoll bank
under which his H.Q. was, and in which Colpitts, the AP.M., gning
ip when he thought the shelling had finished at the prisoners cage,
suddenly found himself blown into the air and landed on his feet with
a bump but unhurt.

As we were coming home Murdoch said - "I do hope John is not
going to throw the blame of this failure on the Americans. He must
not be allowed to do that on any account." The day's troubles have
been due, of course, to the want of training of the Americans.
Throughout the day we met little parties of them wandering about only

oo anxious to find somebody who would tell them what to do. In some
cases 1t was a dozen men in single file wandering after a N.C.0. or
other leader. They seemed brave men, and their attitude when one
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| spoke to them was always high. They regard themselves as being

| here as Crusaders, and you can see it in their high-minded

- attitude towards war. They are very stern about the Germans,

' and they think too many prisoners are taken. One never realised
before today what a difference training has made to the
Australians. I sometimes find myself wondering whether our men
now, with their experience, will be capable of dasfiing faf into
fearful losses such as they faced, half=-trained, at Pozleres;
but one or two instances show well enough that losses don't deter

| them., Their great value as soldiers now is the manner in which

j they achieve their results while avolding the losses which they

| used to have. Also with their depleted numbers 80 or 90

~casualties are as heavy as 300 used to be in the Somme days.

| The Joe Cook = Conan Doyle party was here to=-day, and

| i Plunkett almost in desperation what to do with them., I told him

| to settle Joe Cook's complaints by getting him far enough forward

to frighten him. We came back to dinner with them tonight.
Plunkett said he had done first-rate. Joe was as pleased as
Punch and Conan Doyle says it has been "Der tag - the day of his
life™. Saild Plunkett - "I gave orders to our driver to go on
as long as he saw any other car - and then go beyond that. He
pushed right up into the battlefield, and we had landed in the
trenches overlooking Bellicourt. Joe was as Pleased as a kid.
He didn't realise at first that the shells would hurt, and when
we had to get into the trenches for 20 minutes with everybody
else, he woke to the fact that he had been in the thick of 1t."
I had dinner with them, Cook proudly relating what he had seen.

SEPTEMBER 30th. Went up this morning to Monash with Murdoch and Gilmour.
he first thing John sald when we got inside the door wasg =-
"Well, you see what T expected might happen has happened". "The
Americens sold us a pup". He went on to say that the American
divisional staffs had simply disobeyed orders (I suppose he meant
orders about m up) . 'They 're simply unspeakable", he added.
He said that our 3rd and 5th Divisions were going on and would
bomb up the front and 2nd Hindenburg systems respectively - the
ord Division mmymmidxBomy towards Bony and the 5th Division towards
Le Catelet. At the moment, so far as he knew, the 5th Division
were a little bit ahead of the 3rd. While we were there the
news came that the 11th Bde. was beyond Bony. The l4th Bde.
was taking up the ILe Catelet line.

We wrote out our messages, Murdoch, Gilmour and I, and after
lunch started for a couple of Divisional Headquarters. We went
first to the 5th Division at Hervilly. Here Jim Chapman, their
GeS.0. 3, told us that their troops of the 14th Bde. who were
attacking up towards Ie Catelet, had had a very stiff time with
machinegun fire from the %;;aﬁtian.uf the tunnel, which was
between them and the « Working towards Bony. We went inte
tea with Hobbs, who ha an American General in thede with him.
This was General Lewis, of the S0th American Division. Lewls
sald that as far as he knew his troops had got their objectives,
and he was clearly very .proud of them. They had captured 1200
prisoners. Chapman afterwards told mm us that 250 of these and
slx guns had been brought back by the 5th Division from the
direction of Nauroy, although he would say that over 1000 were
American prisoners. A german battalion commander had been
captured by the 5th Division who said that he knew of 600 Amerlcans
having been taken prisoner. The Americans, Chepman thought, must
have all been lmocked out by now, although they certainly had been
in places mm® much shead of our troops at one time. However, the
8th Bde. had had to fight quite hard even to reach the village of
Bellicourt, which had been much better mopped up than the country
further north where our 3rd Divislion attacked. All this time we

have been very anxious to know whether there are many Americans
8t1ll out ghead of our troops.
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. Hobbs told us after tea, when the American general had left,
it had been the greatest difficulty to him attacking without
artillery, but the army had insisted on this as they did not
want to run the risk of firing on any Americans who might be
out in front. John Monash told us that no artillery had been
used, but Hobbs sald that artillery had been asked for sgain
and again by him on certain points, and had been granted under
the condition that he must ask for it in each case where he
wanted it. The -air-reperis-were-that-pavties-of -Americans
I fancy he sald, however, that now he was in a position to use
it whenever he wanted it. The air reports were that parties
of Americans had reached points just inside the "red" 1line.
Some of our men who had been with them were said to have heard
the Americens say that they were not going to leave the final
objective to the Aussles, but that they were going to take it
for themselves. Hobbs thinks, and df so does Monash, that
this was ﬁhﬁ they went too far. This was part of the

" unspeakable'disobedience) or orders +that made John Monash so
angry. Aeroplanes have been reporting even today that the
discs which our troops take forward with them in order to show
what point they have reached have been seen at intervals along
the Beaurevolr line; but it is q uite possible that the
Germens captured some of these discs from the Americans and
spread them out along the "red" line in order to avoid our
artillery fire and puzzle our people. Men in khaki uniforms
are also sald to have been seen thers. As an example of the
difficulties caused by this Chapman told us of the sugar
factory on the road to Estrees. This factory was reported
from the alr to be held by our troops and for that reason we
could not get our artillery to fire on it for a long while -
Corps refusing to allew it. The troops who were on the spot
attacking it reported that they were suffering from heavy
machinegun fire from this factory, and it took some time to

! convince Corps sufficlently to allow it to be pounded. Finally

it was pounded and rushed and a strong post was found there.
Germans and not Americans were found in it.

We went to the 3rd Div. H.Q., which was quite handy, and
met old Colpetts, who showed us where he had been blown up,
after mhmix which we went on to Gellibrand, who was very worried
when we called on him this afternoon. He had been having a
xR heart to heart talk with John Monash, with the result thet
he had been ordered to make a frontal attack tomorrow due-east-
wards upon the untaken country ahead of the 14th Bde. - that is,
the canal tunnel line. Gelly said that when you had a defence
So stoong am as the Hindenburg line imxfwsmkxzfxgsm ahead of you
and when you had already pierced that line on the right, where
the English and the 8th Bde. were, it was clearly not a time for
frontal attacks. If ever there were a time for tackling ean
obstacle in some other way than frontally,iRisxXREsExXEmmxEfxEKEENT
surely this was the time. Gelly had had strong words with the
old man but hadn't persuaded him, and the attack wes ordered
for tomerrow at dawn. However, whilat we were there Corps

- rang up and Jess came on the telephone to tell the General

that the Armg had decided that tomorrow's attack might be

unnecessary. The Division was still to go on drawi up their

Rlans for it, but they would be informed of the danig%nn later.

I thought it would socak in" was Gellibrand's comment.

Americans are still fighting amongst our troops, Gellibrand

said. Yesterday he finally gave orders that our men should

organise whatever Americens were amongst them

The British on our right are said to have taken Joncourt.
The Belgians in the north have made a splendid advance and the
British are said to be in Werviecq and close to Menin within a
few miles of Lille. Above all there comes the extraordinarily
welcome news that Bulgaria has given in. She has asked for an

‘armistice and this is being granted on terms.

We wented to see omt of the American divisions on our way
back and so called at Buire Wood near Tincourt, where xkErm
their 30th Division had been. Some junior staff officers -

they did not wear any distinguishing red or other coloured

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1066/55



Sept st — Oef
15.

patches - of their staff told us that H.Q. were up beyond

7 Rozieres. It was dark so we came home.

‘ Murdoch reminded me to-dey of the fact that a few days ago
we heard Monash speaking on the 'phone to Montgomery, the
Chief of Staff of the Army, about (I think) the two American
Divisions. "Tell them to place themselves unreservedly in my
hands, and I will guarantee success", he said; and added -
"vou do that: tell them to place themselves in my hands. So
long as they do that they will be all right."

OCTOBER lst. Wilkins was telling us of the interior of the big tunnel

| which he had visited. Nobody knows, apparently, who is at the

| northern end of it, but a S5th Division officer or man yesterday,

as he was wandering up the towpath in the dark, said that he
had come in sight of the further end of it when he suddenly
received a shock and was knocked over by scme force which he
didn't understend; and on the strength of this the idea 1s now
held that the Germans have blown in the tunnel half-way. The
story as Widlkins heard it was pretty vague. Wilkins sald that
the Germans had a string of barges inside the tunnel close
beside the towpath in which they evidently kept a garrison.

Some piloneers told him that when they first visised the place

they found & meal spread in one of these barges and had finisped

b 1t The Americans had established a machinegun position at the
tunnel mouth, and there is a story that when the Americans first
reached the place it was 1it with electric light. It is dark
now. The 14th Bde. found an§ entrance leading out of it about
500 yards from the southern end, and Wilkins went up as far as
this. Murdoch told the story of this tumnel in his wire last
xxnight, and by the way in which the typewrlter was golng I
should say he relished it. Dyson, who was in bed, did not.

T left it alone as Murdoch was telling 1it.

This morning Murdoch added a few embelllishments to the
tunnel story and then he and Gilmour left fairly early - this
before lunch - going to see the tummnel for themselves, and
possivly to the 8th Bde. and Elliott's Bde. H.Q. somewhere near
Nauroy . (I fancy this location is wrong.) I waited during
the morning to finish some of this all-important correspondence
about the photographs, which has to be dealt with as soon as it
comes in, and after lunch went out with Crawford intending if
possible to get to the tunnel. We went first agaln to the
5th Div. H.Q. There was & lot of transport on the road and
we were very slow. (When we reached the Divislon at Hervilly
T was afraid there would not be time to go any further.
However, Chapman told us that the 8th Bde. was close by the
tunnel and cars could get as far as Bellicourt, so we decided
to chance it and run down there at any rate to see the tunnel.
The road turned out to be excellent and clear. It was after
leaving Hargicourt and climbing the hill it became a plank road
wandering across the old Hindenburg battlefield. (I was under
the impression that it must have been made by one of John's
roadmaeking parties, but Wilkins says it was a German road and
had several craters blown in it. We certainly passed two

- such craters, with the road diverted around X them by our

" engineers and one crater already filled in).

" Crossing the hilltop you come in full view of the hills
north-east of ILe Catelet and Gouy, which are in the possession
of the Germans, not more than two or three miles distant, and
why the German lets our traffic pass up and down that road
without shelling it I cannot =mmeimym conceive. If we saw
gsuch a thing in any of our visits to the front we should argue
that it was owing to & complete lack of watchfulness on the
part of our artillery.

We left the car at the foot of the hill just xtmzmmxks
wegt of Bellicourt near where was another car which we
recognised as Murdoch's and a third which had brought up young
Rogers to see the battlefield. The Germans were throwing a
very few large sBells into Bellicourt. We left the car on the
road and cut across towards the southern tunnel entrance of
the Bellicourt tunnel. We had to pass some deep trenches, not

revetted or over well-kept, and band after band of heavy

s
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wire wnich, however, had been cut. In parts the wire was
fairly intact, but I noticed at least one lane cut through it
about 50 to 100 yards wide by very recent shellfire. Beyond
these bands of wire again were other trenches in which the
dugouts were certainly remarkably deep and well-built s and
there seemed to be many of them. They were buillt on the
generous Germen scele end not our wretchedly cremped model ’
in which one's tin hat constantly protects one's head against
stunning collisions with roof timbers.

We met an engineer end asked him the way to the tunnel

. entrance. He pointed to a large house in the south of the

village and said that the way was to go up to that and in there
was a stairway which led down to the tunnel, We made our way
to the house. I noticed that the Germans were fitfully
shelling the southern end of the village alse. A good road
ren away to the south from the outskirts of the village, and
occasionally men were moving on it. We entered the house but
could find no treace of a tummel entrance. Like a fool I had
forgotten t o bring my torch and we could find ne candles. We
poked around the cellars where Germans clearly had been living,
and where there seemed to be an untidy collection of shavings,
tins of eatables, bottles, and an unfinished glass of beer.

A party of Americans under an officer came in here also
searching for this tunnel entrence. They said they wanted to
see a corpse factory which was supposed to have been found in
the tunmel. They too hunted with us, but after lighting many
matches we found only blind walls and stuffiness in the cellars,
though a draught coming from somewhere seemed to show that the
story of a tunnel entrance“Baamed—ts=Pe correct. We declded te
push on to the tumnel itself.

The road led over the edge of = dip, and there we found
the bulldings of Riqueval, which we knew to be over the tunnel
mouth itself. We could see the dark scrub banks of the tunnel
running like a cut between the hills. Our artillery teems
were moving across the hillslepe to the left, and s few troops
of the S8th Bde. were gathering around some bivouac in the gully
on our left. Past the actusl head of the tunnel 1in Riqueval
artillery teams seemed to be moving up with ammunition or guns.
There is a red brick house immedlately over the valley centre
where the tunnel enters, From in front of it you leok into
& long V-shaped cutting about 80 feet deep with steep scrub-
cevered banks, perhaps 50 yards from side to side. This runs
away and dlsappears around & corner to the right about half a
mile dlstence. At the bottom of the cutting there runs the
shallow water of the canal, and beside this, on the left-hend
side, a towpath. Just at the tunnel entrance there is the
framework of about 70 yards of lending stage. On the zppEximk
opposite side (west), which offered shelter to the Germans,
there were still the German bivouacs mostly made of wood and
malthold much as we found them at the rampartg at Bapaume in
1817., and in the valley north of Harbonnieres on August 8th.
last. They always remind one of the arbours in s pleasure-
garden or a German biler-garten, generally having tables in the
open and almost always being fitted with doors and windows taken
from housges in the nelghbouring French villages - an advantage
which, of course, is not open to us.

Tivey's H.Q. in one of these comfortable Germsn arbours. The
old man was full of talk when T asked him for an account of his
brigade. He said that he knew there had been foolish state-
ments mede about the Americans reaching the "green" line (which
wes thelir objective), but that there was no truth at all in this.
(The greater part of my cable this morning and of Murdoch's had
been occupied in a warm appreciation of the Americans who had
reached the green line and beyond it, and was despatched ags a
precaution against any of John Monash's aspersions of them
reaching their ears or setting the tone of the comment) ,

Tivey said that the commander of one of the American
regiments had been with him and that this commander himself had
sald that he was satisfied that only two platoons of his men at

the outside reached Nauroy. (One knows from eXperlience that a
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| 1/'1-.:}/18. commander who cannot get news of his troops is often inclined

to jump at conclusions that they have A ot through even when

the infantry or the aeroplanes report that they have got through.
‘ Tt is a more comfortable solution for the man who does not want
| to be called on to make further efforts to reach them).

Tivey said that the brigade had started to find opposition
even before it reached Bellicourt. (Chapman et Division told
me that the 5th Div. had not met with more opposition at the
outset than would be expected - but certain number of Germans
are always bound to be left behind). Tivey said that the
32nd Battn. had had the hardest job of the lot in constantly
having to extend and extend its line in order to keep touch
with the British on the right who had gone further than we had,
| the brigede finishing up by having a tremendously long front.
Patrols had been into Joncourt, but the line held was still
this side of 1it. Tivey sald that he was guite sure that ne
Americans existed out in front. His brigade had found parties
of them near Nauroy but not further out.

The Germans on the 3rd Div. sector seemed to have been
very much helped by two factors. Firstly, Gellibrand says
they certainly released some of their prisoners. On the first
evening he told us that he had heard of 500 prisoners being
taken by the Americans and that nothing more had been seen of
these 500. The Americens were known at mxEmE one time to have
been out in the front of our line with these 500, not kmowing
what to do with them. Gellibrand thinks that when they sent
them back they sent them with escorts not sufficiently large
to bring them through, ard that these Germens either rExiizmix
rejeased themselves or were released by others, who had crept
vp in the trenches behind them and were armed with rifles and
machineguns picked up on the spot. The Germans alse certainly
worked in behind the 3rd Div. from the open flank. They
cnuldﬁ o this in the south because the British had advanced so
well there.

We went down to the tunnel mouth. On the way down a
couple of young officers asked us te have a loock at the "Corpse
Factory" which was supposed to have been found in a chember
just inside the entrance. They lent us a German torch to
light us. Americans were trooping @mzmm out of the tunnel
entrance. They had been occupying it up till then asg a
bivouac, and were now leaving it as their divisions were being
withdrawn. We crossed the wooden footbridge in front of the
tunnel mouth, and there I copled an inscription which was
carved on a slab of slate above the round brick entrance:

"Nepoleon Emperor and King opened the canal of St. Quentin
which re-unites the basins of the Seine and the Scheldt.
Commenced in 1802 and finished in 1810, under the ministries
of ¥smxmim Counts CRETE and de MONTALIVET. This canal was
executed under the direction of A N GAYANT.™

Inside the tunnel we found immediately a stone stalrway in
the brick tunnel wall leading sharply up to the right. It was
quite dark but the German torch guided us up the stone steps.
At the top, evidently somewhere over the entrance of the canal
tunnel, the steps led into a long narrow brick chamber. The
fer end of this chamber had been prolonged in the shape of a
narrow gallery fitted with the ordinary double layers of bunks,
(wood and wirenetting), for about 15 men. On the left-hand
side of the brick chamber, just inside the steirs, was what
looked like one of those long French wagons for carting trees.
It consisted of two old cartwheels at the near end, then a
palr of long, narrow poles covered with wirenetting. At the
other end was & second pair of old wagon wheels. Beyond this,
on the left, was a low counter of cement into shich had been
let two coppers sbout 2'6" across. Continuing this counter
was a wooden table on which were some tims or other gear of
a8 cookhouse. Under the coppers there must have been s fire
because a large kitchen stovepipe led out through the wall,
or at some time had done so.

On the floor, between the wooden table and the brick wall >
Were
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/I / were 1l Germans lying in all positions, mostly facing the table,
quite clearly lying exactly as they had fallen when some
disaster killed them. Between the furthest wagon wheel and
the wall was a 12th man lying crumpled up like a dead mouse in
this narrow space. 1In the first of the two coppers was s 13th
men sheken to bits, with his head below the surface of the
copper and his shoulder-blade showing clearly through the
tattered gray cloth of his coat. The red brickdust amd
shattered earth of some explosfion was sprinkled all over them,
giving them the appearance that the surfaces of books have
which have lain for monthe on the shelves of some dusty library.

The fact that this man was in the copper and the others
lying dead in the place, and that two ort hree tins of fat were
lying in the room, had given rise to the story that this was at
last xkme German Corpse Factory which had been discovered in

| ectual operation when the Hindenburg tunnel was seized. No

| story 1s too wild for some people to believe it and this had
been related to the war correspondents; and I heard afterwards
that even some senior officers had expressed a belief in it.
0ld Tivey told me that at f irst when he saw the place he
believed 1t wes really a corpse factory, but afterwards, on
consideration, he decided that it was a mere accident - this
was after examining it with en engineer.

It took not 10 seconds after we had got into the room for
us to declde quite positively what had happened. The theory
of a corpse factory was out of court in the first second. But
whether these men had been killed while trying to lay a mine
or were effectively slaughtered by a shell, was for a few
seconds in doubt. One almost immediately noticed the mark of
a shellburst across the floor and the wall - the typical pitting
in two lines as though the shell fragments had been sprayed
from the point of the shellburst in those two directions. The
shell had burst slightly beneath the floor at the right-hand
slde Just 1nside the chamber from the staircese. Wooden boards
had been placed over the gap in the floor since, this probably
in order to help the Germans to get out some .men wounded in the
distant chamber where the bunks were. On the wall, sbove the
copper where the body was, one noticed a round hole which at
first sight aeemed to be the one Xrxxxgk through which the
stoveplipe had previously been carried. A second glance showed
on the cement the typical boring of a shell, with the groove
made by the rifling on the driving band clearly marked. It
was about a 6" shell, and it had come in fram the direction of
Pontruet, had Wored clean through three or four feet of masonry
and earth which protected the chamber from the outside air -
made & slightly curved chammel exactly as I have seen shells
do at Anzac, and burst on reaching the floor on the opposite
side of the chamber. One men had been thrown into the copper

| in a shattered condition by the explosion, and another thrown

| behind the wagon wheel - it is possible that they were sitting

on the edge of the copper and the wheel, but it is more likely
they were pitched up against the celling first. Anyway, the
dust of the explosion still lay over both of them. The 11 men
lying on the ground were all of a heap, and I could not swear
that there might not have been another. One man's head was
completely blown off; another's skull was cracked like an
ag§§hall; and the explosicn had flung pleces of them on to the
wa 8.

The chamber was filled with a most sickly stench, and T
heard one hardened Australien mule driver, who had come up to
see the "Chamber of Horrors", saying that it was too much for him
end that he would have to get out. An American was explaining te
his mates = "Well, I never believed it before, but now I have
seen 1t I can write home and tell themt hat T have seen it with
my own eyes". Severdl Australians, who were wandering over

{@ﬂ&LWﬂ§> the place with candles, were a good deal more critical. One

ya&gg chep said - "If this is the way they do 1t - ono man at
a8 time - all I can say is that it must be a bleody long job!"

I was very nearly sick before we reached the open air.
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~ 1/10/18. The place was evidently one which had been used by the

| Germans either as a cookhouse or a messroont. The chamber

| xkizk had probably been constructed originally for the

| reising and lowering of the old wooden portcullis gate, part
of which still remains in a slot at the entrance of the
tunnel, and the wagon wheels are, I imagine, some
antiquated machinery connected with this.

We wandered up the towpath for about 100 yards. Twenty
yards inside the entrance the (Germans had bullt on a bridge
across the water a concrete screen with a square hole for
a machinegun, but this machinegun does not appear to have
been used, for although we found in the chamber inside the
loophole a machine for filling belts and a half=filled
machinegun belt in it, we did not see a single expended |
cartridge. Beyond this screen the tunnel is intensely
black. Large black wooden barges are jammed end to end.
The first two of these seemed to be empty, and the pair of
holde seemed to contain nothing but bllgewater and rubbish;
but after this the barges were fitted with bunks and
occasionally a messtable, and they had been used evidently
for the living quarters of the garrison of the Hindenburg
line. Some of our ploneers were sitting around a fire on
the towpath. The place was curiously full of a smell of
rubber solution. T don't know whether it was some
apparatus employed by the Germans to keep the air pure.

We picked up a lantern from the dark interior as being the
best relic of the place for the museum, and as it was
getting late marched back again towerds the car outside
Bellicourt. As we paessed Brigade H.Q., the 5th Bde. staff
was just coming in. '

It was neaRly dark when we reached old Body. Murdoch's
car had gone, but Rogers' driver was still there. We
moved up the road. John Monesh had told us that morning
that the artillery wes golng to move up with a view to
pounding the German positions before our next advance. A
short way up the road we began to meet traffic, and suddenly
ran into a block.

It is curlous that the last time I met artillery going
across an old battlefield like this exactly the same thing
occurred. The day after we got through Bapaume Gough
suddenly ordered all his heavy artillery on to the roads
without warning Corps, and the result was the most hopeless
block of traffic I have ever seen. Body and I got involved
in it at 6 p.m., and Body reached home some time before
four o'clock next morning. This time nearly the same thing
happened. ILucklly the weather was dry or I don't think this
block would have ever been dlssolved. Morning would have
found a hopeless jamb on the wooden road, and 1f the Germans,
who would have been in full sight of it at three miles
distance, had not blown the road to blazes they would have
been v ery poor soldlers. In that old block in 1917 we
suddenly entered a wild storm of rain and hail which made
the whole road Ilmpassable, and the heavy guns and tractors
blundering through the mud blocked the traffic beyond hope
for many hours. This time it was a four-wheel driven lorry
with a 6" howitzer behind which had managed to get Ixamifx
its tow partially off the planks on the edge of the road.
Only one wheel of the limber went off the road, but the lorry
after falling to gét the limber on again, left the gun half-
way across the falrway. The consequence was that all
traffic had to pass this point in single file. By the time

. we reached 1t the block was only about a dozen vehicles long

. In our direction, but it took an hour at least to clear it.

- We found that the traffic in the other direction was blocked

. all the way across the old battlefield to Hargicourt, but
with the orderliness that 1s so admirable in the British
transport it had kept to its own side of the road, and we
did not meet & single case of double=banking until we were

nearly in Hargicourt,
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1/10/18. There about half a dozen wagons had tried to pass some of the
standing traffic and had NARBXINPXEFINKN met our column, amd
& hopeless block followed, which must have lasted two hours.
In the first block on the top of the hill I went forward, and

- with about half a dozen other officers helped to work the
traffic through by stages until our respective convoys were

- clear. There was no traffic control men from one xpR end of

the road to the other, nor did we meet one until we were clear
of the block in Hargicourt.

In the second block I worked about half a mile ahead
between the jammed teams of double-banked traffic until I came
to the circus at Hargicourt without meeting anyone in direction
of the traffic except a single Australian youngster who was
letting his own ammunition column through along a cross-road
towards the north. There was one man on traffic control duty
at Harglcourt, wuut he had disappeared 100 yards down the road

~ to deal with one of the five streams of traffic which converged
there. The one thing that saved the situation was the
orderliness of the drivers themselves. Had half a dozen men

- amongst them attempted to work a point for themselves by double-
banking, the traffic would never have got out that night. As

it was we got through in the wake of a tank - which acts as a
splendid lubricator for treffic - and arrived home about W< e20 am

(This night's experiences were naturally writéen up.at the
time, bur one week later. I expected to hear that Rogers' car
had been kept on the road all night, but they must have got
through in our wake. The road was more or less clear before
dawn and the guns got there all right; although Monash, in
descrlbing the advance to Murdocl next day, thought one of the
things which were holding up the battle all over the front at
Emaant. was the appalling congestion of the roads. Sald Monash -

It is holding up the Belgians in Flanders; it 1is holding us up
here; 1t is holding the British at Cambrai".).

Today's fighting was as follows:- Ve attacked with tanks
at 6 a,m, north-west of Joncourt and against Mill Ridge and
Follemprise Farm, reaching these objectives early. Since then
we have worked through the village of Estrees on the Roman Road

to Le Catelet immedlately in front of the Beaurevolr line. We
found that the Germans had rushed up reserves to Joncourt in a
great hurry, the 2nd. Guards Division being called back from a
rest because there were no further reserves. A captured German
officer said that the German artillery was moved back on the

29th September. We hear that the strength of the 1st Battn.

of the 2nd Guards Regt. is 90. North-west of Cabaret Wood

our attack on the Lamp Signal Station met with heavy casualties.
The Beaurevolr and Fonsomme line seems to be strongly held. We
reached the edge of Bony yesterday afternoon, but last night Bony
was still not clear. OQur troops helped to get the village of Imms
Joncourt. The German line in the north ati%l runs in front of
Gouy, but after today's attack our line south of this point runs
roughly parallel to the Beaurevoir, which is the last line of

the Hindenburg system.

We hear that the Belgians and British have taken 250 guns;
the Canadians are all around Cambrai; and the Americans and
French near Verdun have 22,000 prisoners.

—— e —— -

B

QCTOBER 2nd. Before going out this morning with the party of visitors
~_ which has just arrived at our new visitors' camp in Biaches, we
went up to Corps to get the news for the cable. Major Hunn tells
, us that the strong impression is that the Germsns are retiring.
i It was noticed yesterday that 80 per cent. of their movement went
k’f east between noon and dusk, end 20 per cent. went west. Guns
were seen going by Beaurevoir. A new prisoner taken from the
rearguard early this morning (apparently in the Le Catelst line
or near Esirees) sald the orders were to fight until they were
heavily attacked eand then to retire fighting - where he could not
say. Alr reports say that the Germans have been seen moving
. east of the Beaurevoir line. The Germans have blown up all the
bridges between Vendhulle and Gouy and there is only one left on

the 3rd Corps front. The German divisions now against us have
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2/10/18. mostly been hurriedly rushed into the line. The 21st Div.
and 2nd Guards Div. were in the Peronne-Mont St . Quentin fight
untll a fortnight ago; the 119th Div. was opposed to our
1st and 4th Divisions on September 18th. A1l1l these were put
in after the battle on the 29th. ILast night all these were
opposite us - the 119th Division right opposite, the 54th,
121st and parts of the much broken-up 185th were also there.

The 185th must practically have been wiped out by the number
of prisoners teken from them.

We went up to-day immediately after lunch with the
visiting party. These consisted of Major Beath ("Ian Hay"),
who has written the most popular books of the war and has been
for some time in America on Propaganda work. He 1s a tall,
dark, English-looking Scotsman, with a very quiet mammer, and
S0 obviously very shy at being taken around with xk what loocked
like a string of Cook's tourists straggling across the battle-
field in felt hats and baggy trousers, picking up souvenirs,
untll they gradually became laden like a salvage dray. Sir
Gilbert Parker, wago has grown stout of late and less like the
shrewd, sharp-faced business man he used to besemble. He is
curiously matter-of-fact and simple for the man of the world T
took him for. There were two other dry old gentlemenf -
Balley, of the Plymouth "Western Morning Herdld", and Munro, of
the "Glasgow Evening News". Balley hed been asked over for
three days, and when he found that the trip was cut down to two
he looked very stern and seemed inclined to put in a half-formal
protest, which much amised Bi1ll Dyson.

We took them through Hargicourt, and altho it had been
lowering all day and had just begun to rain, we decided to
chance the plank road over to Belllcourt on which we had had
such an unpleasant experience the night before. As the three
cars worked up the hill out of Beiitemurk Hargicourt just on to
the beginning of the plank road and the tail of the block, a
H.V. shell whizzed down fair into the road about 100 yards
ahead. There was a stir amongst the traffic, a scattering of
mules and a scramble of men up on the bank as though something
had been hit, end I decided that with this party it would be
unwise to attempt to go on. We backed out Just before getting
entangled in the block and just as a second shell whizzed over
and burst where the first had done. The third shell burst
short of the road, but by this time we haed turned for the
alternative route to Villeret.

The plank road to Bellicourt was, I think, the "red" road of

. the operation orders. From the ruins of Villeret there started
a "black" road which appeared to consist almost entirely of mud
buttressed up as 1t wound between the shell holes. We left
the car in Villeret, and walked across the valleys to Bellicourt.
On our way we noticed that the traffic was stlll passing over the
hill along the plank road as if nothing interfered with it,

Sshells hit the road fair. The party of civilians found the 5th
Division coming out - the 2nd Division having just gone in. For
someé reason the whole way across the old battlefield the civvies
were under a perpetual barrage of chaff from the Diggers.
"The war's over", we used to hear, and it even went to remapks
like - "I'd bloody well recruit them", Gilbert Parker was
acutely conscious of having brought an umbrella, ang looked
really funny as he walked festooned with fieldglasses and
souvenirs, The three older civilians could not carry it off at
all, and I had to do my best with remarks like - "You kmow it is
& real change for the men to see these clothes" "And your hats
are attracting a great deal of attention", W. s. Robinson, the
WEatern.Auatralian.gnldﬁiald financier, was a younger men and an
Austrelian, and had a cheery manner. I noticed that so long as
he went first the chaff was always gamdwwxtnrsdxy good~-humoured.
They seemed to know at sight that he was an Australian,

We visited the tunnel and went up the line of barges.
Wilkins tells me that these are not continuous. At intervals

there are a few some of which have been sunk and the remainder
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2/10/18. used as a barracks for the garrison. He also says there are many
entrances of 250 steps Into the moorland about 200 yards east of
the canal. We did not go as far as this. The 5th Bde. had
moved in and the lives of our visitors mmmxmx were saved by

| beggling a cup of water from Martin, who gave them tea. We managed

| to reach home by packing Sir Gllbert Parker and old Bailey into

an ammunition cart together with a good-natured Rx¥% Quartermaster
Sergeant, and these two elderly civilians, stowed into the limber
| like bottles in a case, being towed over the mud by a driver on

| a palr of wheels, must have been aExfummgxmxxmighk the funniest

sight that the outgoling division had seen' for a long time.

It was raining miserably as we reached the car. We knew there
was a big fight for the next day, when the 2nd Australian Division
with the British troops on the south flank was going to tackle the
Beaurevolr line, and it made one rather miserable to think that men
were going to undertake this job on such a dirty night. Onkxx the
way back the G.H.Q. Dalmler in which I was travelling broke down.

We had teken a wrong turning in Buire and the car in trying to back
and turn on the muddy road into which we had bumped, broke down in
1ts differential. The night was very black with a Scotch mist.
The young Englishman who drove the car seemed to me to be a little

| helpless. I wandered around in search of a telephone, and some

| English engineers In shelters close by took me to their H.Q.
ihllst there the young 0.C. saved the situatlion very generously by
having my three old ladies Xmk in to sit around the fire and have
some coffee, after which he sent us bumping home in his boxcar.
Dyson and Wilking had been laying bets as to how much Gilbert Parker
and the old Plymouth Brother had tipped the Q.M. in the ration cart.
The odds were that 1t was a shllling between the two, Byson said.
I know they tipped the bomEcar driver better than that!

OCTOBER 3rd. It was reining last nlght and it looked as though the troops

I this morning would get a miserable start, but 1t has cleared up and
the weather 1s as warm and bright as one could wish. The weather
has been extraordlnarlily favourable to us all this year. As one
youg prisconer sald to a man whnmﬁquEbn was talking to today up the
line, when the latter pointed to his DPelt which was embossed -
"Gott mit Uns". "Not 'Gott mit uns", he said; "Gott gegen uns".
Wie went to Headquarters in the morning to find out the position.
As usual, reports there were glowing. Aeroplanes had seen our
troops mopping up in the village of Beaurevoir. e were well
through the Beaurevolr line and the British on the right had taken
Remicourt and were said to be releasing clvilians either there or at
Montbrehein beyond. I wrote this up - "At last through the last
system of the Hindenburg line." "Mopping up" is a dry expression
not known to civilians, so I translated it in the wire that the
troops had been reported to have been seen working through the
streetes and gardens and clearing out the cellars.

We went straight up teo the point fram which one guessed we
could see this Beaurevolr line and villege. We left the car by the
suger factory at Estrees, where there were already some 6" guns,
and a little to the back of them the road appeared to have been
recently shelled, with one or two craters in it and dead horses
lying about. ©Not a sghell was falling either in Bellicourt or
Neuroy = the latter village being on the top of the hill beyond
Bellicourt. An astonishing smount of traffic was moving over these
roads conslidering how newly they had been t aken. We struck straight
on up the road to the hilltop above Estrees. Only an eaccaslional
shell was fallling over the crest to our right. There was a line
of our guns, about three or four batterles of them, in the valley
behind the crest on the left behind Follemprise Farm. Murdoch
wanted to go on straight to the Beaurevoir line or beyond, but I
adviged him to cut ecross to a shell hole on the ridge on our left
and have a good look on the landscape and see the position before
we moved. I have alweys found this to be wise and save trouble.

We found a sultable shell hole with the village of Estrées -

\md roofs in back gardeng ond & fine mass of a red brick
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. 3/10/18. | church arising above them - 400 yards to our right front, and
| - cemetery of the village about the same distance to our left.
| [ i YRS S e e U Wl il d 1. o . L

On the crest on our immediate left was Follemprise Farm. There
was a valley below us and beyond it, on the next knuckle of hill
along the edge of the crest, ran the wire of the Beaurevoir line.
Beyond thils over a second knuckle ran the treelined Roman Road.

Tp the left of this was what locked like ankmfkmrm@xgmm abandoned
gun. In the valley on the north of théselmuckled must have run -
| the curious ditch knownas the Torrens Canal, which has been

i somewhat of an anxiety to our Corps staff. They heard that it

. drained a marsh end that 1t contained about e metre of water

. several metres wide. On the slopes on the north of this valley

lay sprawling the red-roofed village of Beaurevoir. Beyond it

was the rolling green open country, with the distant horizon banded
in trees and a church tower amongst them, next to which through
the telescope we could see a Germen Red Cross flag over a house on
whose roof the red cross was painted in a white circle. To the
left of Beaurevoir was a single red house standing by itself; and
left of this again was the clump of trees Sprrounding Bellevue

Farm. Left of this again, and more distant, was another clump

of trees surrounding the larger farm of Guisaucourt. The farm

buildings of Lormisset were closer to us just where the hill

left cut off the view. We knew that Lormisset, which was in the

Beaurevolr line,had been taken. I noticed that some machine-

gunners were sltting in a shell-hole on this slope along which

we passed. This did not look as thoughf the whole landscape was

in our possession. They said they had gone forward but struck a

gap where there were no infantr¥y shead of them, and they thought

there had been something of a mess-up. Thenfrom our shell=hole
we notlced that in the landscape beyond Beaurevoir there were

any quantity of figures moving. It was as full of movement as I

have ever seen a battlefield.

From Premont I saw a motor lorry moving off towards the CGerman
rear. Just beyond the southern end of Beaurevoir, where it ends
in a ExXExsx cemetery under what looks like a row of olivef trees,
there was moving from left to right a body of about 30 or 40 men
in no particular formation, and at first, so far as one could see
through the telescope, without arms. By their heavy hocks and the
grey shade of thelr uniforms, we took them for Germans, snd we
wondered 1f they could be prisoners as our objective was well
beyond Beaureveir on the limit of the high ground. The Germans,
however, or some of them. seemed to be carrying what appeared to
be elther stretchers or machlineguns - two of them bearing what
looked like a stretcher but what I afterwards decided wes the
carriage of & heavy machinegun - and others carrying something on
thelr shoulders. They moved towards the Torrens valley till the
knuckle beyond La Motte Farm hid them. Several times we saw
elther this body of men, or another like it, and I was still
perplexed as to what they were until we saw that some of them were
speaking to 1lsolated vehicles of transport which were moving off
in several places towards the Germen reer - clearly trensport
retiring. It followed that this must be Germen infantry or
machine gunners advancing. Therefore our line was not likely to
be in Beaurevoir cemetery - if it had been these Germans would
have been under machinegun fire. Through the country behind
Beaurevolr, every here and there, we could see gun teams moving,
apparently with guns; mmximgpxspprremkiy and along what looked like
a road towards the southern end of the distant landscepe below
Premont we saw 2 whole line of guns or transport moving away.
There was practically no artillery fire at all on either side,
and 1t struck one that the German was moving back his guns and
that presently his artillery would descend again. Meanwhile
we could see not a dign of movement of any sort in the town of
Beaurevolr. The Beaurevolr wire and trenches in front of
Estrees were clearly ours because we could see an occasional men
there, and later on the 24th Battn. was moving up in platoons
from behind the gardens of Estrees Immediately in front of us.
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| They passed around the left of thetown and up to the

' Beaurevolr line. Seeing this movement, or for some other

| r~ason, the Geramans put down a heavy barrage wlith whlzzbangs
on the back gardens of Bstr ees. To the left of Beaurevoir

" on the Pkxxxxxxkix h illecreat was the red house amentioned

. above, and Bellevue Faras. We saw a party of men mo ving up
the Rill near the red house and suddenly begin running for i%
They entered i1t and present ly began to Yeave 1t again workig
along the road to Beaurevolr. About the same time the guns
in the valley behind us and all the guns in the backgroud
behind us opened a heavy boabardment of Beaurevoir and of the
erest onwehich these men were ltkin;}thuir passage to the
village xx rath er uncoa fortable. The bombardaent was,
20 8tly shrapnel and we noticed that it began on the furthe
slde of Beaurevolir and far beyond€ La Motte farm and gradually

shortened on to ou r side of the town. The white shrapnel
puffs eould beeclearly seen against the red house, with an

occasional bu rat of hizh explosives amonget the brieks.
The Torrens Valley gradually fllled wkth dust. This made
us guess that what we at first took as a bombardasent
preliminary to a further attack by us must really be a
barrsge lald down agal nst a eounter attack by the Geramans,
LI fancy that both the men whom we Saw near the red house ane
he Germans beyond the cemetrey were caught with two of the
three countersttaekxs which we dellvered, @according to Generak
Wisddn's accou nt, during the day.)
r urBost BolhesS SRICK M0N0 TGN VR 100 Stiake e
winding sunkenroad leeding into the southern end of Beaurevof

While we were watching this serap there caame over the
Rilltop into our shellhole a couple of artillerymen froa the
batteries behind the hill. One was & Sergeant Major who had
been with thebattery a long time. "It isn't often we get a
chanceof seeing anything" he said. "Theywon't let us get up
with the infantry. I reckon we don't haveto undergo a
| ¢lrcumstance to what they have to put up with. I reckon
| they ough t to be pensioned off, the whole lot of them, if
they get back after this. OQurs is a soft job besides theira!
We © old him he could see Germans and German guns if he liked
through our telescope, =&and he was as delighted asa child.
"I'11 have to be getting back or I'1l be pinehed as an
;bizntee like I was before when an aeroplane fell near our

e 3 - . g
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before we came to it, and when I fot baek I was on the mat
for a deserter. That is what will be happening this time"

he sald, laugh Ing as he climbed out of the shellhole and

went off. Comad
o M We hurried back to the 65th Bde H.Q. in ‘the .eutting
Eﬁfﬂﬁ- south of the tunnel. We found Martin Jjust inside the window
( HAL with his Staff Captain ringing on the telephone. They were

| J ust sarranging with the 24%tm Baitn. thet 1t should atteek at

| €.30 that evening.(in about 80 ainutes' time) to get the high
ground beyond Beaurevoir on this side of it above La Motte
farz, so as to laprove the position for the night. The 24th
Bastn had been lent to the 5th Bde for the purpose. Zero
wasto be at 6.30 but the barragewould not eomedown for 10
ainutes froam that time bemsruse the 24th Battn had some Zimium
distance to go in order to resech 1t. The barrage would then
g0 100 yards in 4 minutes and was not to last Tbonger than
could behelped in order +to avold the waste of precious
azamunition whieh did not exist in great uantities in the
forward area. It turned out today that the 5th Bde had very

| heavy fighting lasediately in front of Estrees. The 18 and
10 Battns had to go through and take the Beaurevoir line
followed by the 17 and 20 Ba'tne. who were to fo through thea
into the eou ntry beyond. However when the 18 sand 19th
atert ed they found themselves at onee held up by & very
8 trong point in theé Beaurevoir line on the hill izmediately
infront of BEstrees. They could not get past it in any way,
but the flanks moved on and the left flank was cut off froa
then and lost touch. Bach brigade had 8 tanks and 8 whippe$

i)
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| The tanks of the Bth Bde. were knoeked out but the strong
| point was Tinally taken. They got 300 prisoners, two
‘ trench mo rtars and several amachlneguns. However 1t was too

late for the Eﬁigg%fggg ¢ither there or on the flanks to be
! reached. The left of the B5th Bde. had reached I,a Mottle :

Farm ané the Torrens stream and the right had swung well

forwerds with the British who hed advanced apparently

considerably further. As we left Martin the staff of the

cavalry brigade which was in walting eame up to his H.Q. 1

I believe the cavalry wasto have gone through 1f things had |
| succeeded, and soame say thet they did get through downy 1
n ear Rauieour t and were releasing civilians in Montbrehain
b ut I think this was wron g.

We wen t© on to the 7th Bde. which was in a econecrete
dugout Justy north of the amain road into Belliecourt. Soae
English officers were there and LLoyd of the 13th Fleld
Artillerya who was pretty 111, sitting with his head in hils
hands ou tsl de the dugout. We found old Wisdoa Just
explaining the position to the brigadier of the 7th British
Bde. (who se2id he had met me 2t one time in Egypt) of the
36th British division which was to relieve the 7th Bde.
tonight. I understand that when the 6th Bde.has done
snother attack the 2nd Division will follow all the others
out into a back area, and the whole Corps except the artillexw
will be relieved. Hurdoeh says that Hughes and Monesk had
talked over the rellef of the Corps and Monash had promised
| Hughes to get them all out by Oectober 15th. This will be a |

week earlier than that. Murdoeh says that Monash made some |
aention of getting in the 4tk Division again, but that has
of course been given up.

Wisdom was qulite ready to tell us the situation, busy as
e "Tod xxadx 108 S°0P S85tLS00 aNiR Proatiictrados ton he F2E
left, however, were very late bu t afterwords got to Prospeesd
Hill. Fou r tanks falled to start of those that were with
the 7th Bde. They were old Mark V tanks. Four went on.
The battalions were to attaeck in the following order -~ The
25th were to take the Beaurevolr on the left of the Sth Bde
and the right of the Britiskh,and to stay there. The 36th
were %o pass through them to the final objetive on the left

front of Beaurevolr village; the 37th were to pass through

| andform a protective flank on theleft of the 235th Battn anéd
| beyond, the 38th were to extend this up to the left of

the 36th. This was in case the Tomales did not get through,

and they performed it almost to the letter. However when
the 36 th reached a position on the left flank of Beaurevoir
they were quite out of toueh with the 5th Bde. andecould not
see thea at all. There seemed to be none of our people in
Beaurevolr although several sourceces informed the 7th Bde. ths#
the 5th Bde. were through the village. A tank actually got

[ into Gui saeourt farm away to the north. As the S5th Bde.
were nowhere 1o be seen, the 36th Bn. formed baeck along the
sunken road to the southeeast (south-west?). The first
ecounterattack came about 8xx® 9.30 in the morning straight

{ against the Bellevue farm flank. The 30th Battn were weak
and had to give thelr flank and ecame baek in the end to the
drain whiech runs aeross the meadow in a S.E, direetion
(broken blue line on map). TheyYy Germans got into Bellevue
Farm, and our peopie moved baeck after seeing that the Tommies

who the tho t were on Prospeet Hill were in tahe drain on
thelr lzft. (I believe the %bp:lill had possg north or

Prospect Hilil also). The 5tn Bee. was &t this time in the
Torrens Canak S,W, of Beaurevolr; the 7th Bde. are gow juss
west of Bellevue farm. The fouhd out that the Toamales had

; Ppost® north o I Z2rospeet Hill despite Geraan eounterattacks,

- 80 the 38th Bn. pushed out posts up the Beaurevoir line or

. near it on the eastern end of the hill. An officer with a
patrol of th e 28th Bn. went right round the Tommies' posts
on that hill and piecked up a Toaay sergeant, brought him rigw
around the eireumference of the hill to our line in the drain
then up to our post forward and so baeck to Rkmswmx his own,
80 that he sho uld know exactly where we were.
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During the afternoon there were three or four ecounter-
attache. O ne came from the direction of Guiseecourt Barm
| and one from Beaurevolr. The barrage eoming down eut off
| the men in Bellev ue farm and they were sald to have retreatd
from 1t. (I thin} it was one of these ecounterattaeks that
we saw near the red house, the Geraans being driven baek).
OQur total advanee was abou t 3000 yards, though at mmmx one
time we were nearly 1500 yards further. It was tough
fighting, especially on the part of the 2368th Bastn. The
7th Bde. got apparently about 500 prisoners and took two
77'8 near Bellevue farm and probabylthese had to be abandoned
later. There were other guns possibly firing down the main
road 1 n fron t o f Estrees which were sealt with by machine
gun fire. The Brlitish were supposed Lo heve teken Le
Sxikxxxx Catelet and Gouy, but this was very uncertalin, and
I believe a counterattaek froama the north reached the edge of
Gouy. It 1s doubtful whether the British are holding now
more then the edge of the village. Wisdon %told us that at
one time the position of the 36th Bn. near Beaurevoir was
very IERXENXyxEmxmXEkRy touehy. They did not know who was
on their flank when they refused 1i%. The next thing they
knew was that they were being attacked by Germans from
Beaurevolr village in a position which was well behind their
" right flank where they had expected the 5th Bde. to Dbe.
. Wilkins, who was up the line today as usual, told us
- ; that he saw a German attack ecoming over the top of Prospeect
Hiil towarés the British in the drain. The attack canme
somewhere down the hill, but when next he looked the Geraans
were going baek over the hilltop again.. This askes
diffleult to understand Wisdoa's statement that the British
had posts on the northern side of Prospecect Hill. Just
before this attack Wilkins saw our patrol of four men coae
over the hillto p and down towards the drain.
A matter mentioned both by Wisdoma and Wilkins was that
| one of the tanks of the 7th Bde,if not two,was sent around
| to help the 5th Bde. The tank aachine gunners were worn
out, so two Australians volunteered to take their places.
| The tank took up the route froa Estrees and was at onece
knocked out by a shell. Both the tank drivers were killed,
but the English officer inside and the two Australisns got
off unharaed.
We heardnext day two stories worth reameabering for the

10 history. One of the officers of the 18th Battn. and a
¢ x; couple of men were grabbeéd ané captured by the Germens during
: I think, this attaeck. On their way to the German line they

shook theaselves free from their captors, the offieer getting
away ainus the seat of mis panta.and back to the Aussraiian

lines. The same vthing heppened to a sergeant of the 17th
Battn. who got a very long distance xnsm#t forward at Mon$
| St.Quentin. He had no sras, but he siaply planted one on

| the cheek or ehin of the German who was in charge of mim,-
: Bcatteged the guard, and got baeck to his battalion.
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offered leave in Australia (6/12 .3 he put it) and that he
Wedne sday. had decided to accept it. I als80 heard that Billy Hughes

- wgs coming over with the last party of visitors - bringing

}.1 them himself - in a few days' time. 50 I decided to finigh

| dictating my dlary to Crawford and cross at once to England

and ses Jock and return with Hugheas.

bl 906k I had a letter from old Jock to say that he had been
.

At Boulcgne on the boat I had a wire from Aust. Corps
' that Billy was croesing the next day and wanted tc gee me.
‘ \ However, as one never knows what happens when a man is warned
| for Australia, I decided to cross at once and sgee Jock. I
| we s also anxious to get a holiday which I had arranged from
Oct. 156 in the south of France.

I cannot think (writing this on Oct. 15) who it was that
met me in Boulogne and crosssd with me - some onesof oupr
officers; and that growing lack of memory is one of the
i reasons that has driven me to think that a complete holidsay

would be a good thing. Our troops have come out of the 1ine.
After the last stupid, wicked fight at MNontbrehain., where
Mahoney of the 24th and other grand men fell for no reason
except to increase the reputation of a division and of a
General (one would not grudge them if the fight hed bmmx had
the results which could have been won from it had the front
been wider).... After that stupid, wicked, wasteful 1ittle
success, wnén the 18th Bn went in in support 100 men strong
in all, our o0ld Australiansg were withdrawn.

On the 8th, when I went up to see the American diviasions
in order to obtain, if possible, their account of the fighting
for the B@llecourt tunnel, I found the B0th American Division
at the Quarries at Templeux Guerard - engaged, that day, in a
) breakthrough from the positions which we had mmzmks® resched

' at lMontbrehain. Our field artillery was supporting them
(only the 14¢ Divl. artillery and, I think, the 3rd (Arny)
9"‘ Bde. A.F.A. haying come out for a rest. They had had
72 wonderfully good reports earlisr in the morning (and I think
they are apt to Jump at these rather incautiously at present),
and these had been whittled down a lot later. They had as a
matter of fact got their green 1ine (the red 1line was sti11
_ far ahead) and the tan¥s were just going out to Premont,
_L which in the firs flush had been reported taken, The
| British cavalry were at Vaux le Pretre, ready to break through
. it was a real clean breakthrough (so some of our Australisns
who were attached told us), but they were held up by the
British division (I think the 6th) on their right - which
it self was held up by the French north of st Quentin, who had
not got ahead so far as expected.

The olld General - Lewis - was very shy of giving me any
copies of official papers of theirs but he was ready to gilve
me anything unofficial. He asked me in to lunch. After
lunch an Australian youngster, liajor wall of the 8th Field
Ambulance, passed me ~ he had been up helving at their
advanced dressing station, as their own senior medical of ficer
there had been killed the night before. Wall took & Ford car
this morning right up to Montbrehain. He arranged their
medical evacuations for them - they had no idea of clageif ying
cases, he said - not even of introducing the simplest form
of classification by putting stretchers with serious cases
in one place, light cases in another, and so on. They were
very willing to0 léarn but were like children jin their
simplicity. Their officers at the dressing ‘station had not
been medical officers to a battmlion as ours have, and knew
very little of the needs of the units. While he was up there

| they completely missed their rations for one day - the
| division omitted to get up its rations that day. When the
stretcherbearers asked Wall about it he could only say that

the Divisional general and headquartersg wers in exactly

|
e
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9/1011q. t+he same case = they had received no retiona wither.

generel Lewis se=med a kindly old chap - rather l1ike an
01d English gentleman cnlled on to manage a war and maneging
it from his library - running in an out whenever a message was
~ peceiyved but not with any obylous close grip on what was
Lappening - not obvious to the outglder, anyway. One of these
divisions with its staff and our off icers attached to it,
pefore Sept. 29, was in some difficulty as to its rationing
arrangemelt s. our man advised theilr " man to go in and see
the General - =o in he went with some request for an arrange-
ment about the rationing. "Rations!" said the o0ld chap:
"don't talk to me about rations = I've got a battle oni"

I seems almost unbelievable to our people. Yet I think
they might almost have done the same some years ago. Perhaps
| not - we always had a pretty good appreciation of the
‘ importance of "Q" work.

wall had missed his ambulance by staying up with them,
‘ so I gave him a 1ift to our place. on the wey we called at
| the H.Q. of the American Gorps, the g2nd American Corps, at
Tincourt, in Buire yiood, to get any reports possible from them
as to Sept. 29. w o were referred to a Lieutb. Parkes, wio
we s the Press Officer - they have one attacljed to every Corps
apparently to get together whatsver material is suitable for

the Press.

The edition of the Paris "Dﬂiljﬁﬂil" which Bennett, our
| De spatch Rider, brings back from Amieng, contained an
announcement that the Germans hed agdked for an armistice.
Dyson pointed out that this - the biggest svent since the
war began, 1f there was anything in it, was printed with a
heading Jjust the ssmS as that of the daily account of the
fighting - covering only two cclumns. It showed an intentlon
to prafuge to regard this news as being important' - indeed
thig is all the value that people give the German statements
| nowaday . The German isin the position of a man who has
| dealt in frauds before and peen found out; and when his next
statement comes on the market very 1ittle attention is paid
to it - peoplse all realise that the only thing that matters
is where our aymies are and what they are 4doing. The

g Germa.n will change his tune simply and solely in accordance
| with our military positlon. and that 1s the only thing our
ppoprle 1ook tO nowaday s.

£ Prince Max of Baden, the new Ghancellor, has made a

| great speech. He was appointed there as a pledge that a new
democratic programme would be carried out and that the
government would be responsible to the people. Unf ortunately
qome time ago he wrote a letter to Switzerland explaining to
one who held the conservatlwe point of view that people were
blind - were migtaken in him. They thought his object was
+to reform - to give constitutional offect to the reform
moyement . As a matter of fact it would def'eat that movement.
1 don't know - but I should say this letter will cause him a

10t of troubhle.

T stowed Prince iyax's spesci into my pack to read on the
way over, and left Barleux eerly this morning, taking Wall as
far as Belloy, near Picguigny. On the quay at Boulogne
I pnicked up Colonel Barraclough, who is in charge of our
australian munition workers in England; and he came Over
with nyself and Welch (who was 0.0. ship). It was rough
and for the first time in crogsgsing the chanpel since the wat
(if I remember right) I was seasick. In the vestibule of
the ship, also very sick, vees Jemes, the Cansdian Wer
Gorre gpondent . Apparently they have two = Livesay the one

for their Pregs Association and James for the Government.
Jame s used to be in the Canadian infantry. As they have a

| T
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number of units in France outside the fighting line - 16

| Forestry Comnanies and a great numbsr of men in Railway

| construction companies and many in the Royal Alr Force -

| | who would be neglected to scme extent by the Press Correspt.

[ who dezals almost entirely with the Canedian infantrysy James
(who succeeded Rowland Hill) is charged with writing an

| account of these outside hranches of the Canadian Force as

well ags of the fighting corps.

He told me that the Canadians had been very satief ied
] to be fighting down nsar the Australians in the Somme. They
went up to the north from there; and he gave me the
successive stages of the battle for Cembrail which wa g headed
211 the time by the Canadians. (I noted this on the oover of
another notebook). The heaviest fight was on October 1.
! when the Germans came at them with at least asix divisions

end with the artillery of 10 (apparently in a desperate

attempt to prevent the taking of Cembrai). & «The Canadians
were driven in a very 1llttle. But this morning before James
1eft he heard that the Canadians had taken Gambrai - they had
thrust two divisions down from the north of 1t, and the
8ritish had thrust up from the south and jJoined them on the
east side of the town.

I had dinner in the train with the others and then went
straight down to Dartford. The factories begide the railway
were Not S0......sbut I-have no doubt theéy are s......

A friendly sergt. guided me to the hospital (with a 1ift in a

Red Cross bus) and I found old Jock with all his things

packed, due to start in one hour's time. He had to go down

to Bulford and got some instruments which he could not induce

+he wretched staff of that hospital to return to him - and

| then was golng to Weymouth intc ocamp with his 800 returnees.

| They make them up into battalions, officers and all, and send

them out organised. yery often they have only heard thse .

day before they go -~ the evening before, or the morning of the

seme day - that they are Tor Australia, and the surprise is

overwhaélming. Herbert, our cook, went a week ago and we

have in his place a brother of Scott, our camp orderly. This

wmmkkar brother is s delicate chap and was long agzo marked

for Australia after s very bad wound at Gallipoll and 1llness

‘ in France. But when he was at Weyrouth preparatory to
starting, and the urgent need for men arose this summer, he

| we = boarded and marked fit for service in the infantry. His

| brother was very anxious about him - he was in his old

| battalion, the B7th (it must have been the 6th he was in

originally), and I easlly got him out as our cook, vice

Herbert: but his brother ie afraid D will not be strong

senough for this either - he has a weak back. scott thinks

the winter will be too much for him even under our comparativel

comfortable conditionas.

Jock and I went up to London an hour after I arrived.

| The 0ld man had bought two tin boxes from the Salvation Army

| for a most reasorable price, and was especially proud of the
deal. The men at that hospital, as everywhere else, are

| immensely attached to Jack. He started his debating soclety
for them, as usual; it went tremendously well. He spent
about £1 o week ‘himself providing the cakes = and the tea -
they simply held the debats in a ward after some songs, and
they used to get 100 men tC come. Jock's ides is thet this
all gets men to think out their social relations and so0 help
to prepare the world and 3Jociety for the best - as his

| Theosophical friends believe, for the return of Christ onto

| the earth. The officers and men were all fond of J. |His
late st undertaking was to take & party of nuirees (and T am
not aure if an officer or two or & patient did not go) to
Ely Cathedral; then to King's College, Camb., tO the
of ternoon choral service - it was without orgen, but he

| specially arranged with their great orgenist (is it Dr Hann?)
L to play afterwards.

._'-*""'E"-.I-L—F
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| 95;0(13. 50 J'e good work here ig closed - but it will 1live for a long
time in the men and women whom he has helped.

Jock said that he meant to stay the night at Charing

Cross Hotel. Tt we s where he always stayed in town if he

| were late. I intended to return next day with Billy Hughe 8,

| s0 it was convenient for me too. But when we got to Charing
Cross they had no rooms. Full up. They advised us t0

| try the Golden Cross cprosite. The golden Cross was full.
The Irish porter thers sald he lLad been turning people away

1 all night. He rang up Jack's Theosophical hotel - the

' awalis - that was full. He advised us to try Craven Street -
there were a number of gulet hotels there. The first we
knocked up was full - they recommended us to ask the pollce-
man at the end of the road - he had brought several people
round and taken them away agein and might have found
something. The policeman was found by us crossing the
Strand. He told us of two hotels he knew of - the .
Buckingham arnd one run by the same people - and here we
found at last one room at the top of the housge. I don't
know why town was so full - Americens and officers on leave
I suppose, and the hotels mostly taken for public offices.

| Oct. 10.
| This mornigg I had a rush round with Jock. One maild

Thur eday. and a porter were running that hotel - poor 1ittle woman,
R, whe hed to do all the bedmaking, aweeping, cook the breakfast
and wait, take the viglitors the hot water and wake them up.

1 fixed up with Dodds that the making of models might
start at once - attached to the enginesr training e stablish-
ment . Also the system of A.T.F. publications. 01d Dodds
ja a very broasdminded and farseeing man in these matters.

The money for the models will come out of a military tralning
vote (which is the only way We shall get it - we can get 1t
now but after the war we never should), and it will make all
the difference to our lMuseum. Dyson and I and Ander son and
gullett and many others agree that this is what we found

most interesting in the museums connected with war which

we have visited, especially &as youngster s.

| Jock and I had ourselves photographed together for him

| to take out to mother and fether. One doesn't 1ike being

| nosed, but the 1little mmk old English photographer opposite
| Charing Cross statlon was SO pathetically earnest thal we

could not refuse to do g3 he told us.

when we turned up at the train at Charing Cross by
which I was to return to France Box, Murdoch and Gllmour
were there, but lurdocli told me that Hughes was not coming
+o the front to=-day but was starting on Saturday instead
and going straight to Paris. A sudden War Cabinet hed
been cslled - so the party was to go without Hughe s.
Murdoch and Gilmour also Were staying behind. Eilly tolad
me that he wanted another account written of what the
Australians had done - as & metter of fact I have one ready.

I waved good-bye to old Jock - and had lunch with the

others in the train. Box, Newton lioore, and three

Scottish and English journalist s who were crossing -
(Wills of the " Graphic", Wilson of sOme Scottish paper, and

the other (a Scotsman) whose nNaue I forget). We stayed
the night at Boulogne though it seemed & great waste of time.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO66
735



October 11. started early with the three cars (mine ani twc from
G.H.Q.) in order to reach the front if posgsible near Bohailn,
Friday. where the American divisions who replaced us, and the Britiah,
e are getting into country inhabited by French civilians.
oore was anxious to get tc Le Cateau (which has been passed),
but this is off our old Australian front. The two G.H.Q-
cers had constant breakdowns and Boddy and I came to the
conclusion that their two drivers were not playing the game -
that they made the most of a breskdown in order to avold wOrk.

Breakfast at Tete de Boeuf, Abbeville - gpparently Jjust
newly reopened - the German air-bombs have badly knocked
about that corner of Abbeville, where the housés are very old.
one car had broken down and so the f'ive of us came on in my
| car to Amiens (where the people are getting beck in numbers)
| and to Peronne by lunch time. We made & late start after
1unch, &8 Moore arrived late, and vigited the Hindenburg 1line
and Cansl tunnel. We went to the chamber of horrors = st111l
smelling sickly through the bodies have been removed 10 days:
and I brought back from there a food container = one of about
s dozen - showing that the RE&EE place was & kitchen; 8lso
it had been pierced by a fragment of the shell which killed
the Germans. My previous description of the place is
corpect except that there were three coppers and the table
which T had thought to be standing there was part of the
cemented slab in which the coppers were get .

(st Lt b
g | S i

Returned and had dinner with the visitors. After dinner
back to our home in the ruinsg of Berleux - wherse Eill Dyson
for a month or more has had his studio in an old repaired
hut , and we our camp in the old wooden German dreasin
gstation. ot & bad khmEma home except for the flies (the
result of German horse-standings nearby), and the fleas
from Wilkins'e dog, which he adopted and which is devotedly

attached to him.

Octoberl?. Came down in my car with Box and Sir Newton Moore to
Parisg; the lorry had srrived to take owr camp belongings

saturdsy. +o Eu or wherever the Corps is golng to £ind room for us.
The camp is to move on in charge of Crawford and Scott; and

Dyson i3 staying a day or two with Wilkins till Wilkins
completes his photos of the Hindenburg line and the artillery;
etc. I sgked him to get the artillery at 2ll cost 8. It
may not be in for long, and it may never fire another shot

efter it comes out.
At Amiens Qadge told us that the opinion at G.H.Q. W&as

thet the war would not last more thar three weeks longer.
They seemed conf ident, he said, of peace within three weeks.

Haig to-day has published an exhortation to the troops
to disregard this talk of peace as dangerous. The preosent
ia the moment, he says, for the most intensive and unceasing
effort. One is inclined to be a 1little jealous for our
troops being out of it = sti11, they had done their bit if
ever anyone did, and they pust have their rest. ANyway s
they were pretty well played=out . with battalions getting
down to 150 strong, or 80O, the erd has to come.

L I ’ —
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12(10!3_3 (The Cansdiens have had heavier losses, I fancy. Jame s
rold me that they had lost 40,000 up *o the taking of Cambral.
I don't know what our loss has been).

As we passed behind lMontdidier we saw that there had
been trenches and dugouts, and dumps of shells and used
ammunition cases right as far back as the Amiens road. The
defencees of Paris (I think sabout Clermont) contained the be st
wire entanglements that I have ever- seen = tremendously deep;
deeper than the Hindenburg 1ine at any place where I have seen
itv.

Hughes, with Murdoch, Gllmour and Dean, had already
arrived at the Hotel Crillon before we did -~ beat us by about
10 minutes. Hughes was late for his appointment with the
French President, M. Poincare - to receive from him the Grand
Crogs of the Legion of Honour. But he went off at once =
about 5.30 p.m. The President received him and made him s
speech congtatulating him upon what the Australian troops had
done in the war, and conferred the cross upon him.

I had & room with Box, the hotel being very full.Murdoch
and not Box is Hughea's chief confidant and adviser, though
Box is very much in his conf'idence also.

At dinner we had the three leadling English or British
journalists in Paris - Adams of the London "Rix "Times";
Jerome of the "Daily Telegraph"; and Bruce of Reuters. They
were very much disturbed - as Wwas Hughes - by the probable
engwer of President Wilson to the German appesl for an
| - armistice. The Germanse appealed to him on hie 14 point s and
! subsequent, speeche s. His angwer was that he wanted to know
| whom the Germen Government spoke for - and that it was

impossible to speak of armistice so long as they were on
‘ French and Belgian territory. We got this reply on the day
that I returned to France, OcC%t. 10th. The papers to-day
hinted that the Germans would accept these conditions.
Hughes is tremendously anxious to ensure that Wilson should
be stiffened up in his attitude. It is a tragedy if Wllson
makes a weak diowing now, he says = this schoolmaster, this
theorist, who has not the experience of actual international
dealings that we have, Whose people has not undergone even in
the aggregete the sacrifice that our 1little Australian
people has undergone; who has not suffered under the direct
ama shing brutal blows of the German kultur as the French and
Belgians have = that he should come in just when the kxd= tldse
hs s turned after four terrible years and underteke the
management of our ocase and give it away for us - this has
rouged Hughes to a maXimum of indignation and energy. France
is the country to act, he says. The protest of Great Britain
would not go far in Americe. because America is prejudiced
ageinst Britain, but the protest of France would at this
moment effect anything - even geparate the American people
from their President, 1if' necessary. Theref ore hs proposed
to the English presamen here o strike at once, while the
iron was hot. M. Clemenceau is away a8 usual, we belleve -
or will be tomorrow. sut this news will surely bring him
back - if the German reply is an acceptance. And Hughes
want s to get Clemenceau tO make 8 stetement which will go to
smerice and make certain that the President does not tamely
accept the German offer, and allow the German to get quietly
out of France and Belgium when (as he believes) their armies
are within an ace of disastsr.

The position is this, SO Murdoch tells me: That Turkey -
if this respite had not been glven to her - would haye made
peace on Tueslay nexts and that Austria would have followed
two days later. And Germany has only taken the steps she hsae
taken because Austria and Turkey told her that if she did not

d e s separate peace. ., Ey H 's way.O0
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r 12/10/18. reply - has kept Austria, Turkey snd Germany together at this

‘ moment when they could have been separated. Hugheag is
convinced that we have got the Germans beaten - that we are on
the .edge of a certain and overwhelming victory. And by
allowing President Wilson to esct as if he had the authority of
the whole of us we are running the risk of being robbed of the
fruit of our victory by a visionary, a theorist, an unpractical,
nev=aprung statesman in the bitter school in which we have
learnt.

I went for a walk with Box and lMurdoch tonight, last thing;

we walked up towards the Chemps Elysee till Muddoch snd I
slddenly collapsed and fell on our noses over the low wire

. border of the grass plots 1in the dark. It was an interesting
walk. Murdoch aanlid that ths answer of Wilson had been '
discussed in the Imperial War Cabinetq no statement had ‘been
made upon 1t by any of the alldes publicly - no comment: and
Lloyd Gecrge was asked what would be the position of the allies
iT" Germany accepted. "Well - I cannot see that we can do
anything else but stand by Woodrow Wilson" he =said - "We shall
have to accept and stand by what he says. There seems to be
no alternetive" - or words to that effect.

The slternative is, of course, to hammer the @ermans for
| all we are worth and try to smash them (as Hughes Bxpeutai

| while the terms are still unfixed. After the German reply

i there will be an American reply, presumsbly, and pnerhaps

| another German renly alter that. In any case Foch will be
called on to fix the kmm=mw terms of tlie armistice. An
armistice is a military agreement and President Wilson can
surely not undertsake to remove this from the hands of the army
commander and fix it over his head. This gives three weeks
and it shoupd be possible for the allies to get Turkey and
Austris out of the war in that time.

| Hughes wae asked whargs whether - if it were necessary to
make a big push he would consent to the Australian dieisions
being used. He sald that 1if there were & prospect of their
being necessary for a decisive blow - he would. But he laid it
down w8 absolutsly necessary that they should havye at least &
§month's rest. The l1st and Bth Divisions, of course, haive had
" nearly a month's rest.

I thought this was right. Box thought it would be a very
great shame if the divisions were called back to the fight
again this yesr - (Ewarsras Everyone that one comes across,

| French, English, American, admitas that they have deserved
their rest indeed).

Hughes intends to busy himself tomorrow morning getting
thig statement from Clemenceau. "It is not I who am going to
speak it - it is someone else®™ he told the three pressmen. And
they were 10 come tomorrow and get it or find out if it had been
obtained. But Hughes also wanted to make s gpeech himself.

He wanted to jump right in on the same subject. Murdoch
advlised him not to do this - the reason why Hughes wanted to
make this mkmkexswmk other speech was in order to obtain or
gtrengthen his.standing with & view to getting & place at the
Peace Conference. He is utterly agninst Australia going
unrepre sented there - yet it will be very, very difficult to
make 8 placse. There might be one representative of ths
Dominions at the Psace Conference; but (Canadas would not allow
Hughes to stand Tor her. Canada has no one here. The only
man on the gpot is gmuts, and the British govermment is glmost
certalin to suggest Smuts as the representative of the Dominions.”

Hughes 1s determined to stay. He will combinse the Peacs
Conference with the necessity for an Australian representative
of strong influence to back her in the repatristion of the A.I.F.
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12/10/18. For thegse reasons Hughes wants to make his volce heard.

Murdoch is against his appearing to attack or interfere
with Wil son. It seems to me that Wilson's anaswer leaves &
great deal of room for conjecture, and that it is quite
possible that, within the limitas of 1it, Wilson may really
intend to ask for all the terms that we wani. His question
to the Kelssr - "Who do you represent®" really involves ard
engwer giving us all that we are fighting for in the war.

It is unthinkable that Wilson cam merely take the Ksiser's
| word that he hes revolutionised his Govermnmert and Constitution
the Kaiser's Government's word is not worth that of a Jew
.  pedlar, after the EBrest-Litovsk peace. The gerrmans obtained
| 2 that srmistice on the grounds of No Ammexation, No indemnitie s-
and when they hed Russia disarmed they took both - &s much as
they could get of them. No one trusts the German official
* word for ten minutes to-day. Wil son would surely have to ask
what exact form the constitution would take, what the suffrage
! would be, when the elections would be, what the executive
would set on (the @utliorlity of the Kalser or of the Relchstag
or what), and to whom the Ministers would be regponsible -
the actual form of the constitution - the sections and clsuses
settled by law - before he gage away our precsent wmillitary
-« advantage in an armistics. You cannot fight four years of
i terrible war and then give away the result by heing teo pelite
or by leaving room for a mistake.

T should say that Hughes could not go wrong in his
speech If he went all out for democracy - and that wonld help
to keep the IEnglish soclalists in with him - Box 1s afraid of
smilie and hissort. Murdoch says it would not make any
difference to Smille whether they got a democratic Germany
out of the war or not = he wouldnot care. Murdoch want s
sHughes to explain te the French people what the Britisgh
Empire is - how the Dominions are equal states, with a view
to letting the French understand this need for representation.

OQctober 13. Box and I hasd breakfast in our btedroom; and in the
2 — middle in came Millet (I don't ¥know if he .spells it so or
sunda y. Millais or how) of the French liinistry of larine - a most

intelligent chap, formerly a Jjournalist, who speaks English .-
nerfectly. He was 'ormerly secretary or something of the

: sort to Pichon, the French Foreign lMinister - a rich man of

e not very great account - no ons except Clemenceau seems to0
count in the French ministry.

Millet hud arranged & lunch with M. Pichon tomorrow
(Mlonday) at which Hughes was anxious to speak. Hughes
lunches at the Embassy to-day. "Derby", he said, shrugging
his shoulders to one of the English pressmen - "Derby = oh,
he's no use - ho won't do anything", and dismigsed him in
two words - so0. Millet sams that the French Government has |
already made up its mind about the armistice: 1its intention !
13 that that ls a matter for Foch - the C.-in_C, That is its |
attitude. Al so the terms of the armistice seem to have been
discussed and settled as far as the French Govt. (or Foch)
can settle them - and,they are all right, so Millet says.

There 1s no fear of Foch would ask. He would see that the
allied armies are not only in as good o position if the war
were to continue aftser the armistice, but in a better position
if anything. That 1s his absolute and unguve st ionable right. -

The pupers show that the German reply has been received

in America = or at any rate has been published. It does
accept Wileson's terms. "All over bar the shouting" said Box.
And it looks 1ike it. There 1s very little shouting in Paris..
People are interested in the newspapers - but as much or more
to see what the armies have done = not so much to see the
-german reply. Laon and Lea Fere have been taken, but there is
no re joicing in Paris. I would never have believed that the

French would remain so calm at a moment such ag this - pus ’é
- bW tre
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current s which are f1owing in this War are toc deep for that

gort of superficial EKPTEEEiDHfWhiGhPthE? Ese%.tn obtain in the

or War. That was moro 1ike & game in whioh We were

Ezlﬂaﬁara. This 18 & struggle in which we are 511 fighting ere
in our own way and have certainly all auf fered %00 deenly tO 5
a1low that sort of "Mafficking”. I think it is the degd WO

l rige up between +he survivobs and any sort of Bacchanalian |
re joicing such as that which followed the rolief of Mafeking. Lon

| This afternoon we got old Boddy in the old muﬂ-aplaéhed
vauxhall tO take us for a drive tO varaaillea'while yurdoch

stayed hehind to compose Billy's gpeech at the luncheon ut {1 or
t OmMOTrI*OW . pilly o skred Murdoch that he ard 1 dhould knock out
something for him on the lines which ne qugge sted. put old 1ed

Keith was clearly anxious to do it by himself. He had nearly vie a-
finished it when we got back; and so 1 1imited my int erferenc® 1 as
to one or twO sugge st10n8. It struck me that one good point i3
would be that the Kaiser was aking Now for a mixed commisaion. a8k

1t was well, at this moment, +o remember that the Kaiser 8.6
could have had this mixed commigeion = he could have had 1t by
1ifting his 1ittle f inger four years 8go. Four years 8g0 X3

Haward Grey of fered him a mixed commission = which would have
gilyven poace and an honourabl® solution to the world exactly a8 s3e=s
it could to=-daye. The Kalser nad chosen to re ject it. Instead

he deliberately appealed to his armed gtrength a@ +he arbiter -
deliberateoly plunged the world in fouwr years of war £illed toO te
the brim with nawly—invented horrors = he thrust that untold
migery upon the world rather than accept the solution for which

he now g sked.

Billy Highes had a talk with me this morning in which I
urged him that it was a11-importabt to got some plan of
repatriation -(Box calls it demobilisation - it is both,
really = inextricably inyolved 1in each other) - drawn up by
the A.I.F. at the earliest possible moment = put Monash in
charge = pirdwood is not the men for it at all. It was urgent,
T said, if they did not want & cata strophe. |

Billy said he had seen Monash 1n England. Billy hed

 to0l1d him that the Corps must Dbe brought out of the 1ine Dby

[ Oct. 15 and yona s had nurried over to tel11l him that it was out

. By October 7th. yonssh claimed the credit of this bringing -

E out the Corps, but Hughe s told me that 1t was his own wOrk
really = and 1 pelieve him. John would not have done 1t noe
been able to 4o i+ put for him.

Billy said that he had had an opportunity of judging

Mona sh and Birdwood. "girdwood is the man # I would rather
1ive with. He is a man of kindness - a man who thinks of
others", he said. "yonacgh i3 a far more capable man = he has
the sbility; but he 18 out for himself all the times 11ke a
Jew, ﬁhﬁwy....ﬂand S0 On. "Do you.think.hﬁ has the kinédlinsss
or the humanity in his nature to desl with men at & time l1like
+his?" he asked. "you see, he has 1anded the force in an
internal upheaval -~ rthe mutinies in the Battalions) - Do you
+hink he is humall enough to really be charged with ihe
regponsibility of the future of the force and of repatriat ion?
1 think he could draw the schmame. gut I think I ought to be
there in order to 8© that it is carried out with regard to te
interest ¢ of the men - and that is what I intend to do. I
propose .o gtay - 8S0mS6 Vinister ought tO be here = 1 propose

to stay myaﬂlf..." And then he went on to speak of his
decision to stay for the Peace Gonference. 1t might be the
end of him, politiocally, in Australiaj; but he was taking the

chance.

Murdoch had & good talk toO him on the way down from
Calais. yurdoch thinks that Monash 18 not really the man for
t+he Repatriation - why not White? he saye. 1 know he 1s

thinking of Mona sht g

‘ - — ] R ot .
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mutinied in order to
AT P,

Hughe s told me at the

Wilson's terms and the Gérman renly.
g0 to your houge onse day and break it open,
furniture, and rape your wif'e and daughter, ana
your belongings and set fire to them, and break
your fece =
of your friends and come back with

black your eyes and batter
end get three or four
sticks and set to work
to feel that
81113

How a
about my sma shed-up furnituresp"
: ems to me.,”
—fﬂﬂ_sa tO m

hlqvuﬁ“
;nﬁﬂ av* Cr,p% could end without

Nl utterly put out of
" ey . two or three clear
o French are kept at

Lo——_

been crippled 1ntantiuna11y by the

lineg - with g really fine

of it (which was much the best) and 1eft the ond.
intellectual laziness, a0 Dear@ sayg.

wa s halfl through it.
these speeches as o basis for his wwn - to
HIB1 cut this one to bits. I
the

if by the time he

That is 311 hs uses them for,
have

black days they wers,
its depression,

He told me something of the cont'erence,
staff Tinally instituted 8 politiea]

(the Kai ser being C.-in-¢. hsg
this political section at hig H.Q.
t know whethep

Gérmans the great goenerasl
gection and ran it from G.H.Q.

without theirp
in July was celled very

XZthinking of lonash!'s relations to the
8ave their existence ag units &f the

Billy = very
lof'ty start.
there with hig pipe in his mouth hammering out on

g0t Murdoch to let me have
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"Look here - suppose T
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Billy considers thet 1t is absurd to SUppose that the wap
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be ¢311ed in to g later sitting when busgine ss wasg not 80

Hughe s knew Lloyd
But in order not
over by the gtaff
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13/10/18. of the gpecial train for Lloyd @george from yictoria. ' Billy
suddenly announced that he was going by it - and all arrange-
ments had to be completely upset in the middle of the morning.
griffiths and bBrain were wild and =0 were Corps H.Q. ( I |
came over on the staff train alone as Boddy was at Boulogne). =

On the way over, at soms point, so Box tells me - probably
on the boat to Dieppe - Lloyd George must haves spoken to Billy.
"Well, now, what are you going to doe" he probably said. "Are
you coming to Versallles with us straight away? You will have
to go straight there in order to be in time for the meeting."
Billy read from Lloyd George's tone like a flash that he was
not wanted - and out c¢ame the strange casual independencse -
which the little man often shows at odd moments: "Oh, no, "he _
gaid - "I'm going to Birdwood. I don't want to go to

Vversaillea".

That 1s how Box conjactured it happened - somsthing of
the sort occurred certainly; because Billy suddenly informed
the party that they were going to 5th Army H.Q.

Where were bth Army H.Q.% No one knew except the R.T.O.
at Diepns, who =zaid Crecy. There was only one car but the
i | Dieppe officials, or else someone from the Embassy, solved the
| AR problem by putting 8illy's party in the fast French cars

| provided for the typists armd clerks of Lloyd george's party.
Billy went up to Crecy and got thers after midnight.
(Abveville was bsing bombed, znd they met two British officers
in two staff cars with immense headlight s, each officer with
| a WeA.A.C. in his car. They adked these officers the way to
| Crecy (the Waacs spending their time trying to hide their i

Taces, Box said). 8i1lly wags in immense mpirixiw gpirits all =

the time = tremendously cheerful - probably he could not hear
the bombs. They got to Crecy and found the Army flowns but
the Tewn liajor had good lodgings for them.

The cars took them, asg French cars do, at a tremendous
pace. Hughes will never drive slowly. On the way back he
had to Tollow in the wake of LLoyd George - who would not go
more than 20 miles an hour. Lloyd Georgs stopped at Beauvals
to see the cathedral and they managed to give him the 31ip
there. Billy signed to the chauffeur and the chauffewrs

| 3lipped round anothsr way, Jjammed down the accelerator snd
L ey disappsared in dust. - But that is by the way.

| Bllly was not at Versailles apparently for the momentous
meeting when Foch ssked for a free hand to attck the Germsna.
Haig, I believe, was against it because it involved weakening
him in Flanders - according to Box, Halg had to promise some
divisions. Halg (I fancy I was told) or someons nl® of them *
also wanted tkp attack, if msde at all, to be mede on the f'ront
and not on the flank. It was Foch's decision to make it on

the flank. The leave was given to Foch to do ag he wished.

| : At this time, Box says, as far as he knows there was no

| : méntion nor idea of any attack by us up at Amiens later - nor
of any other attack. Box never heard a whisper of any auch
plan, But there was a great deal of interest shown in the
littde attack which was coming off st Hamel. Thev 211 knsw of
it, and they seemed to regard it as a tegst - and tﬁev'wara
exceedingly pleased at the results. Box doesn't think that en
offensive 1ike Hamel needed the consent of the Versailles
Council = I should say it certainly would not.

. The Council seems to work with a set of geparate gtaff g,
éach blg state having its own general and staff therse. The
Americans have Bliss and his staff; the French Foch and his
staff. And Foch does his work as C.-in-C., with his own staff.
Ihe others prepared matter for each other and for their
ggvernment s. A Torthicoming event, even if not coming for

=
L ——— el . i e
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docking centre in Australasia and the
for the construction of warships. Here
during the war three destroyers (the Huon, Torrens,
and Swah) and a light cruiser (the Brisbane) were
: that term includes the local manufacture

of the [ main machinery @d.—-hodn?_féfﬁpt the
Brisbane”s turbines) and of part of the electrical
fittings. Another light cruiser, the Adelaide, was laid
' down in November, 1917, and launched in July, 1918.*°
The island dock was used by eleven Australian war-
- ships, two British auxiliary cruisers, and three
- Japanese cruisers. Fifty transports and three hospital
ships were fitted out, forty-eight of them at least once,
: and many four or five times; the Wiltshire had eight
refits before being dismantled in November, 1913.
Garden Island, formerly the Admiralty’s naval yard
i in Australia, but taken over by the Commonwealth
Government before the war. It comprised repair shops
for refitting ships, a naval store dépdt, a sub-dépdt for
torpedo-gear and gun-mountings, and a dépdt-ship
(H.M.A.S. Penguin) for naval officers and men. Here
forty-two transports and the hospital ship Grantala®
were fitted out, and sixty-seven refits were carried
through. Garden Island, having no dock, could under-
take no new construction, but repairs were evenly
apportioned between this yard and Cockatoo; the
pressure of work being considerable, both were kept
fully employed, and the friction which occurred after
the war was entirely absent. At Garden Island all
the smaller warships were refitted and repaired when
necessary (the Parramatta was overhauled five times,
and the Encounter six); the captured . Komet was
converted into H.M.A.S. Una, and several dépdt and
patrol ships were fitted out, besides six mine-sweepers
and three small vessels for the military administration
at Rabaul. The main responsibility for the supply of
naval stores and fittings in Australasian waters rested

& Particulars of ships built or building for the Australian Navy during the war
are given in Appendis No. 4. : .
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Hughes today had his lunch with M. Pichon.
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No speeches

there, I believe. But the French War Cabinet all received
| Lim - in & body - and he was allowed. to make his speech to
| them. He made a straighter, stronger speech.even than he
| nad written, so he told Murdoch - and I have got the lMss. of

his amendments, too, for the Museum. They received hig
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ecial decision befﬂre-each.enwernmalt, would be laid before

it by its section of the staffl, in good time; so that 1t
would have an opportunity of objecting if -1t degired to do =0.

The British prassmen te11 vs that Bliss was of opinion
that the Americarn troops should be re-brigaded with the French
and English troops a3 their sdministrative staff was =0
defective. gyeryone - Millet, Jerome (I think), Wall and
. others who have seen anything of the Americans, agree about
I that point = thet the meén are good but the administrative
i aide of the staff very bad. Their defects have shown up in

the fighting near verdun also, Millet says.

Jerome told me that the French soldiers were snxious
not to give up the fight until they were able in Germany to
| give the germans a taste of the treatment which the Germans
‘ Rave given to France.  Jerome 1ad been uUp to the fromt - but
1t seomed to me that ihe opinion which he brought back was
‘ 1ikely to be that of the officers not of the men = and possibly

of the steff officers at that.

| I|

| | Millet had a curiously rec.gauring plece of news of Wllson
I " which he told to Box and myself in our bedroom this morning.
He said that the French government had recently discussed

the terms on which an armistice could be granted and had
instructed their embassy atl Wa shington to mention the subject
to the President. When it came up, he said, surprised:

" apmistice! There'!'s not goling to be any armisticet" 5o he

| 1 may be firmer than many think.

Wwhen Hughesa got to Versailles from Beasuvals he was
standing in the hoiel or the hall of some place where they
xexs foregathered. Hankey wae there (the former secretary
of the Committes of Imperial Defsnce) and 3ir Hﬁnﬁry Wil son,
CeGeSe Hughes coming in tired from his journsy seld to
Hankey that he would 1ike to get some tea. Hankey (also an
Australian - by birth) said stupidly that he did not think it
conld be aone. His manrer wes rather frosty. Hughe s
straightened up at once. "oh, if you can't get it I'll see
about getting 1t myself" he saild. After all, Hughes 1s a
memher of the War Cabinet, and Hankey climbed down many Degs
at once. "I'l11l see if anything can be done = 4 I'11 try and
get you gome..." he sald. Then they noticed Wilson standing
shaking with laughter at the far snd of ths room. "Of course
you can got it, Hankey", he said. "Your batmen are having
tea out there now, aNyWeay. I1'd adviee you to ask them."

la st

| Hughes left Parils tonight. I was up half kks night
| writing a cable which I hope will force Millen to let the
| A.I.F. be responsible Tor the making of a plan for repatriatior
go far as demobiliasation involves jt - which means up to ths
. time when the men arrive in Augtralia. of course Millen's
| civil devartment must decide the main plan of what to 4o with
| . the men once they get them back - the provision of employment ,
| the making of openings. But at present Midlen's Jjealousy

has gone so far as to prevent Pearce and the A.I.F. Trom
- drswing up a proper plan of demobilisation because they cannot
- decide how tO classify men and send them back to Avstralia
. without trenching on quastions of repatriation, and Millen
will not allow that. I hope this cable will settle Millen
(if the censor passes it) and yet allow him a way out. It
point s amongst other things the need for a strong political
supprort to the A.I.F. in England - and if Hughes takes
advantage of this they are surely certain to arpcint him.

| | Hughes today had his lunch with M. Plchon. No speechss
: there, I belleve. But the French War Cabinet all reaceived
| | him - in & body - and he was sllowed. to make his speech to
| | them. e made a straighter, stronger speech evem than he
| had written, so he told Murdoch - and I have got the liss. of

his amendments, too, for the lMuseum. They received his

." s s ity T
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14/10/18. speech very well. And at the end of 1t I think it was M.
Clemenceau who thanked him for wpgat Australia had done.

Anything that Australia asked of them in the future, they seild,
they were bound to give her - and they thanked Hughes too0,
nersonally, for what he had done - for his strong leader ship

in this struggle.

" - —— —

He had = talk with Pichon about New Caledonia and the
pacific, but I didn't hear what they decided.

01d Poincare said to him, when he first eaw him on
gaturday and presented him with the urand Cross of the Legion
\ of Honour - "We must not have Peacel!" He meant of course

we must not have an armistice on what appeared to be Wilson's
terms in his first Note.

| | The Germans have, I believe, done away with the political
| section of their General staff; eand they have done away with

| mogt of their censorship regulations - they had to do this

| when they took some of their Social Democrats into the Cabinet.
| The result is p retty interesting - unpeard of criticism of the
| Keigser, for example.

I stayed near the Gare de Lyons. Last night they had
the English review "Zigszag" with Daphne Pollard, at the
Folies Bergeres.

October 15. Came south by the early train. The French lawyer and
his wife and son (an artillery officer) who shared my
Tue sday . compartment, were all insistent thet they must get into

gormany asnd beat the @Germang there, and let them see what

., France has suffered. Towards the evening I saw a paper

'}? giving President Wilson's reply to the German note. Nothing

! could have been better - Foch to settle the armist ice so as

\| to give no tittle of military sdvsntage; Germany is reminded
that in the speeches’ 'n which she expressed her agreement wikk
was a clear statement the we could make no agreement with the
German Govt. so long as it was in the power of any arbitrary
suthority in @Germany to settle questions of peace or war and
disturb the peace of the world without consulting the peovls;
and the Germens were reminded that at the very time of their
peace demands their army was burning towns, and the submerines
sinking the Irish passenger boat "Leinster" and the (%)
Hitachi Maru, and firing on the boats which wers saving the

i PR

A first-rate Note - Wilson has risen well to the trust
which was placed in him. The German govit. wants to saye its
face but it is just exactly what we cannct allow them to do.

Two American officers in the train. One a doctor who had
been treating some of their wounded from the Montbrehain -
Hindenbutg line sector. Be said that they spoke very highly
of the Australians and liked to heve them beside them. The
Americans were apt to advance very fast and they complained
thaet the French on their flanks generally got left behind -
but the Australisns were always dependable. The details were
not clear - I don't know what ground there was for the
gtatement, or where: but that was the opinion, anyway. .

An English engineer also told me that when the Australians
came to Daours he was wondering when he would have %0 blow up
the bridge. The Australisns told him - Never. You won't
have to do it at all. Aftar three weeks they told him that
the 1line there was safe against the whole German army, if it
attacked. He seemed to appreciate the spirit.

He did not appreciate (I guessed) the Australian method
of housecleaning at the Dasours Railway station - which
consisted of taking all the interior of ths house out into

the ¥erd and burning it. (Probably it was in a very filthy

E\__ = e | - = i e - . e R ____...-=-‘-"—"j
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15(10{18- state)z |
Changed at Tarascon. Could hardly get -2 room at Nimese
at all.
Qectober 18. ' Saw around the Amphitheatre, Temple of Venus, Tour Magne.

The o0ld lady at the Tour Magne was just going away as I got

Wedne sday. up to it - late in the afternoon. 3he was put out - said it

SR was too late - it was too foggy - no view - made me promise
not to stay too long up there. Poor #ld thing - she was
very shori of breath and feeble. I stayed a very short time
and gave her a franc - and she was completely mollified. She
went for me straight about the Germans: Mustn't make peace
with them! Barbarians! It'e all right to make an armistice
with the Bulgars on condition they give up their arms, but not
with the Germans! "They are barbarilans. You must Just
gtrike!" she gaid fiercely looking at me. The spirit of the
French - one never ceases wondering at it.

The "Frankfurtler Zeitung" has an article for the Germans
to read and takes to heart, coming from one of themselves. It
gays - "Germansg must recognise that at this eritical point in
their history, there is wanting %km to their traditional pclicy
(that the national aims are to be enforced not by force of
right but by force of arms) that strong military weapon on
which this traditional policy depended." I guote it from
' memory. But it is the straightest admission of Germany!'s

present position that I have ever sesen.

The British 2nd Army, the Belgian army of 12 Divisions,
and the French army of 5 divisions up in Flanders, 211 under
the King of the Belgians, have advanced ahd are clearing the
way north of Lille. ;

October 17. To Marseilles. Tonight in the theatre was announced by

: 5 the leading lady: "Messieurs et Madames - J'ai 1'honneur de
Thur sday. vous annoncer que les Anglais ont pris Ostende." The band
B s struck up the Marsellaise, and people stood up and sang it.
October 18. o Canne gs. A tremendously long train - very full. The
= evening paper ennounces that Lille was entered this morning by
Friday. French and English troops (Birdwood's old army). (Later. -

An aviator found that the Germans had left Lille in the early
norning. The English invited a regiment of the 13t French
Corps d'Armee to enter the town first. This was done about
10 a.m, The town was flagged - geamstresses had been sewing
all night. This was the first occasion on which hne has
heard of any marked demonstration.)

| Octcber 19. Raining in Cannes - not what one came for - but I slept
a good part of the day and read the rest.
saturday. - The British have passed Turcoing and Roubaix and the

Belgians are in Eruges. The French have crossed the Aiasne

at Vouziers. Now through the Hundung Stellung North of Laon!
The Americans (there are now two armies of them) are fighting
very hard in the Argomne = T fancy that battle at Grandpre

must really be the heavie st now because &k if the Germans are
broken there it seens to imperil their whole retreat. The

2d American REm¥ Corps is also constantly fighting at Bohain
near where it replaced us. IT'hey called themaelves storm
divisions - and thet is how they are used right enough. I
notice signs-that they seem to consider that they have the same
difficulty in getting the British communique to mention them
that we had.(Indeed Genersl Lewis told me so). Anyway, the
American communique now deals with them thyough they ere on the
British front.

October 20. The British have apparently been stirred into a special
comrunique mentloning the Amsricans. Zeebrugge, Heyst, Thielt,
sundsay. Bruge s, taken. Charles of Austria has promised his psoples

local autonomy - Hungary to be Joined
only by the
" Crown to
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20/10/18. Austria. Wilson has told him that the Czecho-ilovaks, nNow
‘ | our sllies, will have to be the judges of what is sufficlent
there. Karolyl and Tieza are the centre of wild scenes in the

Hungarian parliament.

2716 today beginas the fif'th wear m2xkhsmxwar gince we laf't
vetober 21. wmelbeupne in the urvieto, and certainly the last of the war.
> The German answer to President Wilson has not yet been
" gilven. They say in the papers that it will be delivered today.
MONDAY There have been two quite clear signs - one anyway - of what
it will De. The Germans are not going TO reject, nor make a
gtiff reply to, Wilsonts terms.
First - there has been picked up (as was of couras
intended) by a Dutch wireless station an Order from Hindenburg
- to the German troops calling their attention "to the Order,
many time s repeated, that no damage except such as l1ls necessary
for military purposes, should be dons to towns and houses
when they are evacuated". This Order was clearlyw given in
order to comply with President Wilson's demsnd, and sent by
wirelesa in order that he might have knowledge of it.
Secondly, though not on such good mmthority, it is stated
~ that all German submarines have been recalled. That probably
! 13 some step meant to meet President Wilson's other demand,
" that, before an armistice is spoken of , submarine outrages
must cease.
If they have taken these steps then they are certainly
going to accept Wilson's Note in a conciliatory spirit.
Indeed, with the Americans hammering north of Verdun
what can they do? The Americans can go on hammering for ever.
They have new troops all the time. The German reserves
rust soon be used up. I wonder if the winter can save them -
it alone can and they know it. By next year we shall have
lost the value of our tanks - that is, the Germans will have
good tanks too, presumably. But we shall have an overwhelming
force of Americans.
I went to the Lerins Is. today with a party of Americans.
The old Abbot or Prior there was delighted to see them. He
ghook hands and said to them: "Messlewrs, we regard you,
America, as our saviours". He had an immense veneration for
the flying man. "Me - I should never have dared to fly" he

agld.
Jctober 22. The German reply is published - exactly on the linss as
outlined by the newspapers. I may be slow: but at first
Tue sday. sight I don't see why it should not be accepted, so far as it.

goo a. It seems to be a considerable surrender of what we
want, if only this 13 guarantecd.

October 23. This place is not so blus and sunny as I hoped - rain all

- to-day and most of yesterday. I booked a sleeping berth for

Wedne sday. the trip back., yesterday, for Oct. 29, at 92fr.a0! I had

T e booked and taken it when told the price and had not the
strength of mind to undo 1it. But it was more than one's
conacience would permit. I went in within half an hour and
cried off on the score that I had to be in Paris on Oct. 29 -
and got a couchette at 33 fr. Iinstead. It cost six francs
in tips, but it 1s a load off one's mind. Think what you
could do for 92 fr. - the presents you could buy, theatres,
teas - a whole week's wage t0 many psople!

The papers are all against the acceptance of the German

reply. The argument which appeals to me is that of the
"Daily Chronicle", which sayé - "We can make no concessions
to Germany". That is true. This is a case 1in which we cannot
make concessions - not after this sacrifice. It is about the
only businegs we have ever undertaken in which we cannot. But
after four years of this - 800,000 dead of Britaln; and

1,000,000 of France.
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October 24. Yesterday I msde a real start on the little book which I
want to publish before the troops go back to Australia - a
Thursday. suggestion, Just to shoot in the idea of how the children of

the country can take up the work of the A.I.F. for Australia -
make their country ani not kksmimxkifetmxwark themselves their
1ife's work.

Balfour has made a speech in which he says that we must
keep the Germané colonies - that we cannot (s an Empire - in
the true sense - of United States) risk having an énemy on our

| 1ine of communications with our various States. We cannot
afford the risk of German submarine bases just out aide the
shores of our various States.

I cannot help thinking this is an argument put out as a
manoeuvre . To my mind Max of Baden's speech in to-day's
papers shows that the Germans are not really changing thelr
atnte in the way in which we must see it changed: they are
trying to save the face of the old regime for all they are
worth = or rather the old regime is trying to save its face
for itself. We are not beaten, say the Kalser and his Govt. -
and the class of newspaper editors and party leaders who really
support them - We are golng to change just as 1little as we are
forced to. We are going to put up this camouf lage of a change
and remain here behind 1it. In the last resort in any confllet
between the military and the local Govt. the higher c ommand
will decide}

It is more than that we allies have fought four years for.
It is real change - revolution; not the old thing camouf laged

by half -measures.

October 25. President Wilson's answer today - straight to the point.
He congents to pass on to his allies the request for the
Friday. armigtice, but says:

(1) The terms on which it can be granted by the military
advisers of the allies would be that Germany should be put 1n a
position in which she would not again be able to take up arms;

(2) That before the armistice 1s grahted it must be made
clear that the allies do not trust they word of the present
rulers of Germany = who are the rulers who made the war.

Either (a) those rulers must go and we must negotiate with the
repre samtatives of the German people; or (b) if we have %0
deal with the present rulers, an uncond it ion&l surrender 1s
the only term which we can accept.

The French papers tonight approve - but onse feels that
they are not really hearty about this reply. The French,
after what they have suffered, want to get at Germany and make
her Teel what she has done to them before the war ends.

The French have been for some days on the Danube in
Bulgaria. Austria-Hungary has split its Joint Parliament;
the Croats in Bskaxm Bohemia have set up their independence,
and the Poles may €0 the same. #%¥a% '

October 26. A rumour in the French papers that the Kaiser has
ghizzxiks abdicated. The Americans - Cannes has far more of
Saturday. them on leave than of English - all realise that thelr

fighting at Verdun (Grandpre and on the Meuse) 1s the harde st
now going on because it cuts straight at the German retreat
by Sedan and the 1ron distriet of B:_'iay.

#HHR (The ferment in Hungary is the result of our people and the
French .(and later the Itallans and Amer icens) recognising the

(26th. ) Czecho~-Slovaks. Austria cannot- bring force against rebellion
now, and the U.S.A. has any amount of force to support it -

3204028 a0 Austris is simply dieintegrating).

There are really three centres of fighting - the
smericans at Verdun; the French on their flank; and the
Brit1sh and French on their right (and possibly the Frenech on

their left), pushing in beyond Cambrai. The American push

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO066/755



17«

26/10/18. 1s in the hardest country. The Americans think (and are
probably right) that their men are meking heavy going of it

and heavy losses, by pushing straight on in the face of
machineguns. Probably they wmae are. The Germans have to
keep them back at all costs in order not to lose Sedan which
would cost them the Briey iron district but, more than that,
would imperil their whole front in France and Belgium by
forcing it to squeeze through one narrow line of retreat in
Belgium. On the other hand the British attacks beyond
Cambral form a secondary menace of the same sort but only
threatén half the line. And the process is there by pushing
up behind the Lys to tear the Germans from the Lys and send
them beyond the Scheldt. From the Meuse I do0 not think we
can tear them in this way = not by this process _ though the
Americans cross it at Verdun. The country 1s too difficult.
When they get to the Meuse we may (one would think) push in

Al sace.
October 27. To show how the Germans work = how unbelievably thorough
they are - the French papers publish today a reproduction ﬁf a

German pileture postcard. The Germans for the last few days,
for the first time in their history, have been trying to make
out that there has been a great change in Germany, and that
the military govt. has been subor@dinated to the ¢lvil.govt.
Immediately, in the same instant, their propaganda department
|has started supplying neutral countries with postcards showing
the Kaiser not in his uniform of the Guards of Hussars, which
iha.a always before been used for these postcards of him, but in
‘clivilian dress and a "top hat"!

I went to ehurch to-day. The English churech was filled
with the same quser old dried maiden ladies and staid men who
mské the congregation in all these sunny health resorts. The
English prayers for King George and the Queen and the Prince of
Wales and the Bishops and Lords strike one as far more
incongruous than they used to do. H.G. Wells's "Joan and Peter"
is very true; and yet there is a rottenness in it which is not
true of EmgXimx English 1ife - a fickleness of choice between
vice and chastity in his characters, which is probably
autobiographical. Wells's novels always seem to me to be
intensely ttue to 1ife except Just where you suspect they are
an apology )(to himself) for some yellow streak which is in him.

Ludenorff has resigned. -The German comment on the Kailser
1s becoming bitter.

October 28. I lef't Cannes (after two glorious sunny days). The wagons
| 1lits and couchettes are taken off this lime - possibly every
Monday. bit of avallable time and space is needed for the sending of

¢oal to Italy; or I suppose it is really from a wish to

economise coal.
The American ingabitants of Cannes were most hospitable to

me all through. Had me to lunch and tea at their wvillas with
Crum. Crun 1s a fine straight manly young chaplain. The
German note in reply to Wilson is out. It is stiffer.
Roumania 18 1n the war again. The German note simply asks
us to state our armistice terms.

Qctober 29. Came up in the night train in a carriage with some
Americans and a most beautiful delightful French girl - a young
Tue sday. widow whose brother (a fine=-looking cavalry officer) had

evidently taken her down to the Riviera to get over the blow.
Their relations were charming - more l1ike those of the best and

mo st modest type of English.

Just before turning in to sleep I found a young French girl
sitting on her suitcase in the cold corridor of the train with
her face in a plllow - she could not get a place and was

proposing to travel all night in this way to Dijon (arriving at
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29[10{18. 5 &.m. ). I changed places with her and camped in the passage -
and was pleased to £ind that after the hardening of these
campaigns it was no great hardship - I got quite a fair .
amount of sleep. T believe one could sleep anywhere now.

A delightful day in Paris, walking quietly round the
streets and writing the new book. I felt rather tired and
l1ike a glass of wine, but one 1s not taking it during the war.
Coffee and chocolate did quite well. :

| The ss French are remarkably determined upon making peace
in Germany. Another one - an 0ld men of 70 thils time -

N Teaned over to me in front of a cafe in the Boulevard des
Italiens and impressed on me for all he was worth that a
revolution in Germany was not enough. We must make peace in
Germany, he insisted.

The waiter at the restaurant was an Italian from Milan,
immengely proud of their opera there. He rattled off the
nemes of them - La Traviata, Madame Butterfly, RigolettO.ceese
and of the artists, and wven warbled me blts of them.

JEE Grand news - Austria has asked Tor a separate armistice
. and peace, and makes 1t qult® clear that the request 1is
' geparate from anything Germany may do. This is the sin
| finding the sinner out, with a vengeance. Within three
' mponths - three short months - the German is absolutely
isolated; 1in the samé position, without any scheming on our
part, in which he used every lying intriguing device to put
us. No one, I think, dreamed three months ago that it was
possible.
And it was very largely that dashing offensive on Aug. 8
that changed the whole course of affalrs!

It looks as though Germany were stiffening - as though
the clique behind the Kalser, the whole of those interested
in the caste system, editors, professors, officlals, were
going to have another fling; stieking to their half -reforms
‘as the most that 1s compatible with what they bellieve to be
the soul of Germany. But, if so, there is a discontent
behind them which will blow them to the winds as the moderates
in Russia were blown. The "Vorwaerts" and the "Frankfurter
gazette" and others are freely agking the Kaiser to resign,
end some hint at a republic. 1 -think a republic would bring
them a "negotiated" peace. I doubt if a Hohenzollern will

be allowed to do so by the Allles.

gctober 30-. In train for Amiens. I have wired to Eu to Cutlaek to
: aend Boddy thither to pick mé up. Two beautiful sunny
sutumn days, today and yesterday = probably battles, as usual,

wWedne aﬂ.ag'_.
on the front.

The Italian offensive, which began SO disappointingly
on October 23 and 24th that we heard nothing of it, expanded
on October 27 into a fine suecess. The Italian papers at
fiprst said that the Austrian army was the only thing in
Austria that remained golid and strong. But it seems to Dbe
giving at last.

The Bohemian state has been def initely proclaimed and
started on its independence 1in Prague; the Poles are uniting.
They say that Karolyi has refused 1o form a cabinet in
Hungary because the Austrian Imperial advisers ingist on
Hungary having the samé King as Austris and he wanted complete
independence. The Germans in Vienna have met and decided (so
the "Matin" says) to appoint a foreign minister of thelir own
in place of Andrassy (who asked Wilson for the separaie
peace). And the German newspapers are all taking a sort of
secondary encouragement from the idea: Now we are free from
all bonds joining us to0 Austria and all treaty obligations;
now we can incorporate the German part of Austrias 1in Germany
it self. The Germans in Aussig, in Bohemia, have also

resolved to detach themselves and join on to Germany.
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always

I
| 80/10/18. (In those mixed frontier races therse is/bound to be trouble -
| thank Goodness it is getting home to the Germans at last).

| Every day the situation enormously changes - A Germany

| slmply uniting the German peoples is on the tspis today -

| Vienna going on with the war. The Italians will almost
coertainly get Trieste, and the Austro-Germans are probably

| too much done up to want to fight on longer.

Do the Allies want this combination? Is it the right
and just thing to allow this nationality to unite it go on
swelling and puffing and bursting itself with militaristic
ambition and endangering the peace of the worild. Ought we
not to fight on and puncture it until all that wind and
arrogance and stuf'fing has hissed out of ity Those are
today's questions. I dare say tomorrow will k= bring another
lot. But the newspapers can scarcely keep up this sort of
| presgsure for long
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PR~ & e - only just back from his broken arm, was down with the 'f1lu,

" and in No. 3 (British) General Hospital at Treport. (34 men

LS
At Bu-three miles from Treport - I ffound poor old Cutlack

died of pneumonia, following influenza, in one day, at
Abbeville in our No. 3 Australian @General Hospital - including
ward ?rdarliea. It 1s ranging amongst the German prisoners
there).

The news arrived that Turkey is out of the war - an
arcistice at noon to-day. Exactly four yeers (is it notg)
gince she entered it.

The Corps is going back to the front - probably into the
line, as one expected. Monash told me today thet, in the
question of the employment of the Corps, Hughes stood alone

.on one side and all the suthorities on the other - Wilson,

Lloyd Ggeorge and all of them. They urged that for Australia
herself it was important that the Australian Divisions should
be put in again. There 1s to be a big push on a wide front
of 80 () miles on November 4th, and they are to be put in
immediately after- 1st and 4th first, then the others one at
a time. g

To 1st Bde H.Q. to get the story of Sept. 18 and Aug. o3
before they go into the fight again. Their B.M. (Hutchins)
is just moving to A.I.F. H.Q., Agnew of 3rd Bn teking his
place.

The news camein while I was.at 1st M.G. Coy. that Austria
is out of the war. An armistice with Ttaly was arranged to
begin et noon to-fay. The Italians (with British 34th Corps
and French) had taken 50,000 prisoners yesterday.

McKey told me the story of the meeting of 3st Bn. The
Bn, of the gnd Bde - its advanced partieg - were already in ths
line, he sald, when 1st Bn was told to meke its attsck. Mackay
was with Glasgow up the line when Glasgow had word from Corps
that the attack was to be made. This was on the afternoon of
sept. 20. Glasgow gave him the word - the detailed ordser
would follow. The men were.trdied Tor M"joining in a mutiny". §
lost of them got from three to ten vear s. T don't know to \i
what number - about 12 I fancy (or else 12 got off).

The troops are all discussing the chances of going into
the 1ine again before Christmas. Every pair one paesses on the
road is talking of it, dispassionately - arguing one side or the
other. They have a sort of idea that three months' rest had
been promised to them - not definitely -~ by Hughes. The
off icers are beginning to realise that there will be a move in
a few days - and are taking it very well .- with a Joke or a
laugh. They know that the allied terms are being discussed
and settled - the last two days; the idea (coming from
Rawlinson) is that the Germans would accept the land terma but
not *he British naval terma.

T vislited 3rd and 2neé.Bns.

Austria has @ent in her white flag for an armistice, but
no definite published news yet of her accepting the fterms.
Bitterly cold grey day to=day. I watched st Bde football and
viagited 4th and 1 st Bns.

Austris has accepted our terms - Italy's terms perhaps.
Italians are in Trieste and Trent. The armlstice started at
3 p.m. today. The move of our gnd Bde into the line has been
postponed 24 hour s. One wonders if this is because of a
chance of Germany accepting her terms also or because of some
connection with the offensive which I believe was to have
atarted today. A beautiful clear sunny day.

%

Our gnd Bde. (with which T am now

staying) was to 1
tomorrow night - R
i.l'
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i{ll{lﬂ- The great discussion among the men is whether the move
is into a near area for moral support - or into - -the line.
They are disappointed but not taking it at all badly as far as
I can see. Some think it a shame that they are not gettiing
the full three months' rest, and all the orficers say our
strengths are very low. They hope to be out again by
Christma s. T visited 8th and 7th bns.

November 5. News tod.y that we had taken 13,000 prisoners and 250

: guns in the big attack which started yesterday. To-day is

Tue eda.y . a wet day - dull and drizzling. T visited sth and then 5th

Siac i Bns. 1t is curious to see the difference. The 8th has &
young Colonel, uitchell = a youngster with .sporting tastes
who keeps a young sporting mess = & brave chap who always goes
round and sees for himself the moment it is possible to do s0,
in battle; as young Howell-Price did - a very religious boy,
he was, with hi%h and conscientious motive s. The gkk 5th Bn
has & very courtly formal mess. Hastie is now their second
in command, but 13 going to Australia on leave, which will
meke 1ittle Lillie second in command. TrailY, of sth Bn,
has command - a very brage but not a pushing man. Herod of
gk 7th Bn - a N.S.W. youngster (as young as Mitchell) is a
different sort again; wvery guiet and shy (Mitchell is shy of
me, but in snother way) - and with a quiet mess - living out
of his Bn rather than in it; and a great man for training.
His direction of the battle of Aug. 9 from the roof of a house
in the firing line was a fine bit of work, it seems to me.

I finighed 2nd Bde.; and as they are leaving tomorrow
I came back late to Corps at bu.

| November 8. Came up with Cutlack toO Lillé to the Censor, leaving
| ' = Crawford to go with the lorry and our gear to 1st D.H.Q.
| Wedne sday. tomorrow - Wwherever that may be. we will meet them there.

The battles have been going well. The British are not
far from Avesnes = 13,000 prisoners and 350 guns captured
and the Americans who attocked on Nov. % are within 12 miles
of gedan; and the French got on 12 kilos. today.

Lytton tells us that in the battle of Noyember 4 the N.Z.
divieion did extraordinarily well. They attacked Que snoy
and got the outer def'ence s. Theplace is an 0ld French
fortified town with outer and inner defences. The Germans .

E in theinner ramparts held out. The M.Z. sent a bds. around
one side of the town and a Bn. rourd the other, and then
gummoned it to surrender. The Boche refused. We then sent
asroplanes over it dropping notes telling them to give 1n;
and s few Boches came in but their officers refused still.

A N.z. officer, accompanied by two Geruman officers and a

white flag, again summoned them 10 gurrender, but they refused.
The N.Z. then attecksd the place with scaling ladders and
scaled the walls (so Lytton says). They got it to surrender
at last and took 100 prisoners there. Around the town and
just south of it they got in all 4000 prisoners nd 80 guns =
one battery of Germans driving its own guns back as prisoners

into our line.

Tonight, as I was sitting with Philip Gibbs and Percival
Phillips, there cameé uUp a French officer, attachzd to the
British Press, who said that the German wireless at Nauen
(so French H.Q. armounced) had sent out a message saying that

| they were sending in & party to the allied lines to ask for
: +he terms of the armistice.

This looks as if 1t may be - may be - at last the end .

It is not three months since Aug. 8 = only 8% since July 18 -
and it has changed sO. The French officer thinks that the

germsn civyil population ig frightened - frightened of the
war coming into Germany ard of the bombing of Berlin. The
czechs will probably get quickly irto S. Germany unless
sométhing is done.
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6/11/18. sométhing is dons.

The soldiers = the army - is not yet beaten so asa to be
broken; it is still fighting, - as WhIts said tonight when I
gaw him. But the civilians behind it are giving, according
to all appearances.

The terms are said to be: The retirement of the German
Army out of Belgium, France, Alsace-Lorratme, and to s point
80 miles east of the Rhine = leaving its guns behind it. we
to bring our troops up to the Rhine and +o occuny bridgeheads.
The German gubmesrines to come into two British south coast
ports from Atlantic and North 083 and the german fleet to
anchor in the Bight of Heligoland under the guns of the
Britigh fleet. (The Austrians have had to glve up half thsir
artillery and helf their fleet).

blowing up of a delayed German mine on the railway. This
has besen happening everywhere and causging a lot of trouble -
it is one reason why the troops cannot get further than they
are, and quicker on the 4th Army front. They are 40 miles
ahead of the reilways (Cadge gays) owing to these mines, and
the railways are necessary in order to keep pations up to the
men. There ia very little artillery fire now on the front
6xcept on our side (so Cadge seys).

' The reason why our move was delayed 24 hours was ths

November 7. Lef't Lille today for oth Corps H.Q. It wae mosb

interesting to come through the country where the earlisst

thureday. battles in the wat were foufht - out side of Lille on the Douai
road we noticed that a number of the houses had been destroyed
long ago - a percentage of them; and yet there were no obvious
shellholeg around them or around that part of the country. It
must have been in the days when the gune were brought up to
fire direct on this house or that. It was like looking on the
sacred relics of some incident of the dim past.

The road to Lille had taken us through Lens, which wag
| completely broken up - utterly smashed so that it was hard to
| know 1if the brickheaps and skeletons of twistoed rachinsry were
in the town or in the suburbs. The only decently ordered
| | thing lef't was one plank road from the rallway station to the
mein road - apparently Germen.

To-day we struck Douai-Canbrai-Le Catelet. Af'ter Lille
I was surprised to see how much they were all knocked about.
Cembrel especially seemed to have had almost every house
affected by one shell or another. The hard fighting which the
Caradians had there must have done a lot of damege to the place.
We expected to find civiliansg here and at least = caf'e where
we could get a cup of coffee to go with our 1lunch. But there
was none; and the Y.M.C.A. at the railway station was closed
until 2.30 p.m. Douai was just the same. The German has
done his damage to the railways 6xceedingly well. They tell
us that his mine which blew up the rallway armd which delayed
our 1st Div. move was at Epehy - which the Germang had left 7
weeks before - so long had hig mine bLeen delayed in its action,

.In Cambrai the high tower of the church or Hotel de ville
soemed to be intact; and so were the fine old towers of
Le Cateau - though the outskirts of the town were smashed. We
began to find the inhabitants again here - not so many as at
Lille and almost all old men and little childrsn.

. We called at Busigny, which was almost intact, to gsese oth
Corps. Harper is the general - but we saw there Colonel Farmer,
Cormerly of Brd Australian Division, who told us that our 3]st
Division had besn delayed another 24 hours and was going to
3t Souplst. We passed Rawlinsdn's H.Q. (ldoking very snug in
a T'ine camouflaged train) and went on in the dark to St Souplet,

where the young town ma jor was very decent. We found little
Norrie of the 11th Bn there arranging advanced billet g with

J
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7/11/18. priestly (Int. Officer 1st Aust. Divn. = now G.S.0. 3).
Norrie gave us One 1ittle house he had. Qur lorry had not

arrived, so while Cutlack went off to 9th Corps to got some’
rationg I stayed at the billst and gwept amd cleaned 1it.

| I+ had been an officer's billet in the German days; and
| British of ficers and Americans had 1ived there since.

while I was there Priestly looked in. He had been up
the line. The British were very well, he aa1d. The 32nd
Divigion epparently was On & one battaelion front - cne battn.
in 1ine, one in support, one in reservej OnNe bde. in support
and one resting. The zond Divn. were going to sidesglip onto
the 46th Divn next them; and our 1st Divn was going in north
of the 32nd. :

Priestly said that the german white flag came in quite
close to here to-day. At about 10 a&.m. a car came down the
roed Lo Guise with a great sheet flying from ths top of 1it.

. It contained two generals and two admirals. (Later:- It was
| ' at 10 p.m. - a German labour company was gent out ahead to-
| i £i11 in coraters in the roads. The party consisted of 10 .
several generals; an admiralj; Herr Brzberger; and a naval
captain.

Gutlsck this morning told me that the Germans knew the
armistice terms. wilson had let them know of them. He had
informed them that the allied council at Versailles had
agreed to his 14 points being taken as the basis for
negotiation excepl &as to two points: first, the freedom of
the seag must be understood in the sense given to it by the
Allies (which means Great Britain's interest s mugt be @afe-
guarded). secondly, the restoration muet include the
restorstion of civilians of France and Belgium in their
occupations. On heering this the German Govi. Wweems to have
decided to send a party at once to ask the terms of the
armigstice. This looks ab if' peace werse certain.

white and Wynter both spoke to me of Hughes and his
attitude. He is going to make any decent arrangement
extraordinarily difficult. For example = no sooner has
Hughes (partly as the result of my telegram) been allowed
to stay over here and help to administer and support
demobilisetion, than he rings up Dodds to know if the
"cards" ar ready. The cards are the documents issued to
every man to £ill in with his occupation, and all the details
covering himgelf, so that the authorities may know in what
- category to send him home. The A.I.F. military authorities
' here have now leaye bo 1ssue the se. Dodda had them printed
| in sccordance with instructions from Defence. Hughes said -
"Have you-asked them if they are members of a Trades TTmiongt
Podds siaid - "No; Defence had ingtructed us not to ask that
question®. Hughes g5id he would wire the Cabinet . and ihse
cards are held up accordingly.

Then Hughes came dovwn on the nducation Scheme, which the
men sre s> pathetically keen about, with a11 the contempt
' in hisg 1ittle nature: nYour educatior scheme is worthless"
he said. #What you can 8o in slx or sevel months 1s
rubbish - you are llke a camel trying to break through the
Pyramids by piddling againgt them!"

Murdoch got me to add to my telegram from Paris that
strong political support was needed to the military scheme
for demobilisation, and of course thils pointed straight at
Hughe 8. But if Hughes is going to act 1like this he 1is
justifying the idea one veed to heve of him as a completely
se1figh politician; and 1t cannot be tolerated that he
chould wreek our demobilisation at thies stage. It is still

entirely undecided whether Birdwood or lonssh shall corry it
| out.
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Hughes wants Birdle to go over and see him. Birdie thinks

Hughes wants to give him his conge verbelly because he fears

to put it in writing, and he will not go. Possibly this 1s

1 $ true. Tn the meantime the interests of the A.I.F. go uncared
for. White got Birdwood, against Birdwocod's will at the time,
to approach Defence on this subject in 1918 (Birdie is rather
proud of it now). And practicelly nothing is done yet.
Wwhite tells me that if he had the way, when the war ended he
would abolish the Corps staff and bring the whole of the

| diviaiona under G.0.0., A.I.F. Then use the CGorps atafl

| largely as the demobilisatlon staff . Men are to be sent back

by their trades - not by unitas. Vvhite would have thsm

organised at once into proper companies with the right humber

of officers and N.C.0.'s according to thelr trades. But

white does not know if Birdwood will be asked by Hughes to do

the job, and I don't think he will. T told White that Hughes

didntt thirk Birdwood cepable of this organisation. "Well,

then, the thing is for him to say so, straight - cnoose Norna sh

+o do this and invite Birdie to visit Austral ia" said White.

Wynter seys that he is convinced that White is the most
capable organiser we have - a better administrator than Mona sh.

November 8. Cutlack and I and old Boddy slept last night in this
house, which T had swept lest evening. This morning we found
Fridsay. some old military packing cases and a chopper (I found the

pump last night and good water as far as its looks go). We
chopped the packing cases, made 2 fire, boiled some tea and
broiled some bacon.

In the morning Cutlack went rousd to 4th Army in their
train near here and learnt that the German fleet had mutinied.
We have caught s wireless message from Engineer!'s mate BEHERER ,
at Berlin, to the "3rd Battle sSguedron", telllng them that =
| party had gone to Paris to arrange ths lerus of the armistice,

and urging them to remain loyal on this account. It seems
| that the crews of all the submarines in the nearer seas
| (which had come into haprbour together) had mutinied; and the
 othars were Astermined not to go out to sea for the fight
| | which they thought their officers were nlanning for.

This is better than anything we could have hoped f'or - a
gleam of indenendence in the German pseonle. Philip Gibbs
fold me et Lille that he met at Bruges some of tihe glbls who
s kept a restaurant there. Bruges was a regular hesdquaricrs
of the German submarine warfare, snd the Crews and off icers
nsed to coms in there for a few days and go off agein. The
officers were the most terribls "thugs" - a rough crowd
engaged on absolutely desperate business = it was regarded as
e the deadliest service in the war, more dan erous than air work.
The girls kept a tally of each of thess officers who used
regularly visit their tearoom. When they went out they put
a mark against their names, and if they did not come back
within a certain time thiey knew that they were dead. The 1ist
n” submarines losy was a tremendously long one, they said.
(This is very unreliable, but it does show what sort of man the
submarine officer wes and what the work was like = and 1t
explains something of the reason for the mutiny).

our lorry arrived during the morning with Crawford in
charge, and 3Scott and Bennett and Dorrington (Wilkins's
half-Irish, half-American, half -mutinous cook), and plenty of
rations. Glasgow arrived this afternoon shead of his H.Q.}
and so we had him, and Ross his Chief of staff, and Arthur
Maxwell his A.D.C.m in to dinner. And what with Yank's
cooking, and a first-rate supply of crocker¥y Tound in this
1ittle house, and a box of clgars gent me by W. S. Robinson
after his visit, and a cake (a beautiful Australian cake)
made and sent me for Christmas by the 1little mother, we had &

firat-rate dinner.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO066/755



8.

8/11/18. Glasgow is a splendid straight chap. He wants the
newspapers to give us a clean lead after the mxk war, and the
youth of the country to be moulded by schoolmasters of
character (rather than of learning) - becauss (as I too am

firmly convineced) you can do anything with the young
Ausgtralian if you give him the right lead - he 1is capable of

| rraxmeekxkexxixre the utmost brilliance and devotion. The

| need 1s to get their devotion turned from their selfish ends
to the good of their nation, and it 1s the easiest thing in the
world, given decent leader s.

They say that the Germang party arrived at Foch's place
to-day. The party immediately put down a list of terms which
it said it was prepared to accept. Foch shook his head and

t 0old them that it was his terms that they had to receive; that
they could accept them or refuse them, but only his terms
would be considered. The German pvarty said that it could not
posgibly conclude such an armistice without authority. Foch
ss,id that they could send one of their party back with the
terms; and they would be allowed 72 hours to accept them or
leave them. The @German party decided to send back the terms
by the captain who was with them. ‘

lll.-""l'lf""ﬂ

| To-day, like y=sterday, has been a vile day - raining
most of the time. The line went forward 5000 yds. at least,
they say; &and we expect the outposts to be past Avesnes
sarly tomorrow. |

November 9. A besutiful day - cold, sunny. I took the chance of
driving (with Cutlack) to Dernancourt in order to get 20
photos of the battlefield hefore it is comnletely albered. I
must do the same at Fromelles (of which we have not a single

| picture). - Then I have to go to England to asrrange for the

| continuance (if possible) of Gullett's and Cutlack's positions;
| . ny passage to Australia to establish the museum, etc,; the

| printing of the little book on Reconstruction, which White

| says they will make"the bible¥ of the education scheme; and

| other things.

| I noticed that in all the country we went through we did

| not begin to see signs of really haayvy artillery fighting till

| we got nearly to Beaurevoir. I should say that the artillery
put down & good barrage for the Americans whon they attacked
towards Premont - but that that was the last stiff fight up
to hhis point. The Hindenburg battleground was of course
pitted with new shellfire of Sept. 29 and the first few days
of October - far heavier than anything since; that was cuite
obvious.

On the other hand there was certainly heavy fighting at
Cambrali - it was heavily knocked about by recent fighting,
especially on the out gkirts. The centre was, in ons pari,
blown up by the Germans exactly as Bapaume and Peronne was in

1917 -

Le Cateau has also some sgigns of heavy {ighting, though
nothing 1ike Cambrei or the Hindenburg line - (Nauroy, Gouy,
Beaurevoir, Bellicourt, Bellenglise). Possgibly it is partly
the result of the original battle in 1914. I hevye not seen
it in full daylight.

On our way to Dernancourt we called at 4th Army arnd
~ Herbertson told us that this morning our troops could not find
: the German. He had gone in the night - cleared right away.
! The nearest place our aeroplanes had found him in was Sivret
(or some such name). They thought he was off to the lisuse.
He delayed us in every way possible by his delay-action mines .
just a 5.9 shell with a clever fuse almost impossible to tell
from other fusee, which delays itz action for weeks or days,
as required, by the amount of acid put in. (We have an

unuged one in our Var Museum

A Ao R

- frﬂm Mﬂricn.urt \

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT066/755



;I';
-!l'

92/11/18- He buries this under the lines of railwajr_; sometimes he
blows a crater in the line and then buries the shell at ths
bottom of the crater. Qur work party fills the crater in,
and a day or two later the shell blows it up again.

On coming back this evening we heard that the seroplanes
which went over to=day found that they could not drop theilr
bombs on the Germans becausge when they went over the French
towns there were the French inhabitants out in the street
waving the French tri-colour flag, and the German soldiers
mixing in amongst then.

General BRakewy Debeney, nf the 1st French Army (so Arthur
Maxwell told us) considers that the german soldiers are out of
hand and -have broken away from their officers, Jjust as the
. fleet has done. They are resisting well in parts, it is
| selds but in other parts have clean gone.

This is all rumour. Glasgow hears that our 4th Division
has had its move countermanded. The 1st Division is to go
nto the 1line about NNOyember 14 or 15. The 4th Army is not
advancing its line much beyond Aveanes for the moment. It
has Instructed ite divisions to hold a line through Avesnes
with their main body; and will follow the Germans with mobile
columna. We met the Scots Greysm with their grey horses,
= on the road near Vermand to-day, moving up.

Lots of these details of fighting, etc., are inaccurate.
They only represent the current talk at Army Headquarters or
Divisional Headquarters on the actual day when the things are
happening = vague rumours of the armistice conference which
have no doubt come to Rawlinson on the telephone from Halg or
Lawrence = geveral times rencated to Corps and Divisional
Generals, and through them to their staffs.

November 10. Another glorious cold day. Coal is our d4ifficulty
here. We are golng to see if we cannot get some from old
sunday . railway dumps.

I suppoa@e there is no armistice yst, for our planes are
flying over. Anyway, the 72 hours isnot over till tomorrow.
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November 10. Today breaking beautifully clear and sunny, and the
| German still having one day to mke up his mind whether
Sunday . to accept the armistice terms of Foch, I decided to go up

to the forward area “nd see what was to be seen up there,
Beddy needed petrol and I went round to the yeungster,
Norrie, who is Camp Commandant 1st Australian Division,
in a cottage by the village pond near General Glasgow's,
in order to find where we could get it.

There I found Priestly, G.S8.0. 3, 18t Division,
lying on his bed net very well. "You've heard the news"
he said, "The Kaiser has abdicated - and his son also.
There has been a revolution in Munich, which has proclaimed
a Republic (Bavaria I bvelieve is to be the State)¥###The-=-
Garyamxfa - and another revolution at Berlin in which the
army has joined. The German fleet has mutinied right
encugh - Lloyd Ceorge has announced it - it was ordered to
put to sea, and it refused." -

The news is wonderful - exactly what we have been fighting
for all these years and thought past heping for.

| Cutlack at once decided to come to Lille to the censor;
and as the Official Photographer's Warrant Officer, Casserley,
had arrived just then, I abandoned the visit to the front end
decided to get a series of photegraphs of Fromelles and then
g0 straight to England. In the end Cutlack stayed to watch
things at the front (Corps moved up to Le Cateau tomorrow) ,

| and 1 took Casserley to Lille, wiring to White to ask if he

| could have us billetted.

| On calling in at Army, Herbertson tecld me that he heard
that C.H.Q. was disappe hted with the revolution. They did
not feel sure that there would be a stable government left to
negotiate with. On reaching 5th Army H.Q. at Lille young
Birdwoeod said the same; when I said the news was splendid
he said - "Don't you think it goes a little too far - this
revolution I mean; isn't it a little dangerocus for our
country - a little infecticus....Bolshevism - we didn't want
to see that in Germany".

And now one thinks of tt, as Wynter says - this explains
Lord Milner's speech. He said that we did not want te press
Germany beyond the point of possessing a stable government -
80 he too was really afrazid of revolutiorn.

1 said to White this evening that I did not think that a
little revolution would do England any harm. He said he
hated the talk of revolution - EBngland was a nation which
possessed the power of changing things witheut & revolution.
I teld him I doubted if there were really a change in the
spirit of a nation's crganisation, ever, without #the tearing
up of roots by a reveolution - compromise left things where
they weref altered the form and left the reality.

Birdwood wae having the King of the Belgians to dine
tonight - he had just taken him to Tournai (which fell today -
they are around Mons!); and I dined with Wynter (D.A.G. A.I.F.)
in E Mess. We passed today near Inchy (just West of Mons)

& narrew little curving bit of trench, all grassed over, Jjust
north cf Le Cateau Recad, west -f the town. I could have

taken my hat off to that 1little old trench: it must have been
cne of the left flank poests of the British Army in the tetreat
from Mons. Those houses which I noticed in the second
village outside Lille on the Douai Poad, destroyed without
shellholes, must be =2 village burnt by the Germens for a
punishment during their first advance four years ago. The

houses were burnt, not shelled, and al1 the isolated houses
burnt teo.

Wynter told me (we have seen no bapers for days) that
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10/11/18. Hughes had written te the "Times" strengly putting the point
that he stayed in England so as to be available for
consul tatien; but that he had not been consul ted when
Président Wilson's 14 peoints were accepted by the British
Government and other allies. There was nothing in them
about the cclonies of Germany - and there was a clause as to
equality of trade which put out of the question (if it were
literally enforced) our policy of preferential tariffs to
England and to our fLkxxz friedds. Unless Austria were forced

| to deo so she would certainly not treat German goods the same

| a8 the Britis ', French or American goods after the war.

| The terms of peace were practically decided in the terms of

the armistice, he said. Vhy was he not consul ted?

‘ The "Times"™ made @ very lame answer. Decisions of

immense importance have had to be made so swiftly, it said,

that it was impracticable to consult the Dominion représent-

atives. :

Hughes also pointed out that the 14 points made no
mention of indemnities; yet the Kaiser had promised his
people in the spring that they would get indemnities from the
allies.

In the first view I must say I think that Hughes was
absolutely in the right, There can be no good exXplanation
for net consulting the Dominiens in the matter of the terms of
peace, and of the armistice.

There are rumours tonight that the German wireless
announces that the terms of the armistice have been accepted.
The civilians are convinced that the war is over. For the
soldiers of this 5th Army it is not a2 bad war. Even the
outposts are now sleeping in beds - so Jehn Churchill says
(for what 4hat may be worth). But the Germans are throwing
gas shells into the villages - there are no troops there, only
defenceless villagers who get down into the cellars and eof
course are gassed badly - and some die. 014 "Gas" Wilson
teld me this. 8o it is true.

November 11. I was billetted with an old French lady who had lost her
house - a beautiful house - at La Bassee and another house at
Monday . Inchy, 5 miles out of La Bassee. German artillery had used

the Inchy house as a headquarters, the lady and her husband
were living there with Them. Two big guns were put in behind
the house and these drew the shells. First one end of the
house went, and then the other, A number of the German
signallers were kilied; and scmeé horses. The old people
(chicken rearers) lived in the cellar on and off; and then
they decided to go. They hid their jewels and plate by
burying them, and left the place. They went to a place called
by scme name like Marquilly - 5 kileometres away or more. From
there the old man wanted to return and get some more valuables,
but they would not let hinm,

They heard that thejr T.a Bassee house and the Inchy house
were ruined. And presently they heard that the Germans in the
Inchy house had dug up their jewels. They knew that the
Gezmans had probes with which they sounded every inch of ground
however deep you dug; and the Germans had found their cache.

They laid a complaint before the Commandant; and the
Commandant had up the cooks of the 248th Regt. and examined
them; and a speon and a ferk or two were returned. But ne
jewels - no valuable papers. Only - 6 er 9 months afterwarde
there turned up from Germany and reached these ¢ld people in
due course a packet of jewels which had been amongst those
taken from their cache. The process had gone on along the
cumbrous distant channels of the State in Germany and had
resulted in these things being found and teturned to them,

The old man and his wife decided to come from Marquilly

to T.ille to some relatives. 8¢ he made a second cache of his
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11/11/18. precious things. This time he hid them in an outhouse;

: over them he put tarred felt or some sert of non-conductor;
over that he put a pile e¢f wood - very deep. - He hid there,
amongst other things, a crucifix; and a diary - now run
inte four volumes - which he had kept every day of the war -
a very frank one, He hid thie in a Germen kettle and buried
it at the bottom of this cache.

- Nine monhhs later they heard that this cache, tco, had
been dug up. The 0ld man would not believe it. "Pas
possible" he said. Presently they heard defini tely that

| one of the women in the place had the 1little bronze crucifix

in her possession. This made it certain that the cache had

again been discovered, The 0ld mak man was very nervous
about his diary and what had been written in it. It
certainly would have £ot him into trouble. However he made

up his mind to go to the Commandant at Marquilly. He did

so. Ile could net be frank but he made scme sort of case,

The Commandant sent for his men, and they said - "Your

treasure - yes - it was a pig which dug up your tReasure.

We flung thé boocks away becguse they smelt so bad".

Add that was what had happened. The Germaen cooks had
used the weod; then they put a pig into the cuthouse. The
pig, nosing about, had rooted up the cache. Probably the
books too had been rooted up; and bkng in the pigstye, they
smelt so strongly that the men had thrown them away.

The 0l1d man had died just three months ago. The old
lady, a few weeks since, hearing that the district was free,
had walked there. She could not get a permit to go, but she
went - on foot. She knew the house had been smashed. But
she found it a mere heap of bricks; the trees bare shredded
stumps; huge craters in the garden. Yet she spoke of it
qui te cheerfully. Vonderful, wonderful people, these
French. Fancy her waiking to ithat place from Lille - it
must have taken days.

This morning she insisted on giving me coffee in the
b ki tchen. Vhen I went upsStairs to dress I heard a few hcoarse
| cheers in the street. It was a company of a labcur battn.
marching through the Place Cormontaigne on its way tc work,
the old fellows giving a gruff xkmamx cheer spasmodically and
waving at the upper windows as they went. A few o f the
Lille people strung out on either side of their road through
the square. There was an occasicnal bleating of scme
child's tin trumpet. -

I guessed what it meant. The armistice must have been
signed. The Mess had the rumour; and when I went round to
see Ceneral Birdwood afterwards, he and White had gone
suddenly to G.H.Q.; but MacGregor and Churchill told me that
the armistice had been signed.

The war ended at 11 o'clock this morning.

‘ One could not realise it. No more gun flashes; no
£ more flares. Tonight the streets would be bright - the towns
| | would be 1it; the cars would take the blackpainted eyelids
| J off their headlights. The muni tion factories would have to
' being their work gradually to an end; the business of the
torld for the lastfour years was finished. Ve had fon -
beyond all hope, everything exactly as the most optimistic

democrat would have planned it. The Kaiser and his son had
gone to live in Helland.......I couldn't realise it and I am
sure the people of Lille couldn't.kt

We saw no demonstration whatever there. 1 went to Press
H.Q. The cerrespondents may stay on te follow up the
§ occupation of Germany by an allied army . Today they have all
| gone off early to see lions, which was helding out g tubbernly
| enough yestérday but which must be ours today. They do not

know (Lytton did not know when I Saw him) tha+t

i R i - g =

the War is over.
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11/11/18. % It is strange that the last scene for the British army
8hould be where the first was - at Mons.

I sent a short wire; and then left with Casserley and
Boddy for Fromelles to get some photos Lefore the place
changes.

Going through Haubourdin I again noticed that many of
the houses along one street were burmt - not continuocusly
but here and there, showing that this was certainly the
work of Germane in terrifying the inhabitants in 1914,

We turned left at Vert Ballot - and just at 11 mfRskaxk
e'clock I noticed cn my map that the corner we were
appreaching wae marked "Fin de la Guerre" - from the name
~ of the estanimet there, I suppose. I got Casserly to

. photograph the fingerpost - it was just 11.10 a.m. as he
' @Snapped it.

e i

The road past Radinghem, Le Maisnil and Fromelles runs
behind the old CGerman third or reserve line. You can see
the line avout 200 to 400 yards away on the right all the
way; and by the rcadside there are“&inumber of cottages
strengthened (if not actually lined) with reinforced
cenerete, There was a concrete fowlhouse attached to cne,
with the grain still in it. Bhe road rune up the Fromelles
Aubers ridge; and the right-hand side of it is simply
peprered with artillery observation posts. In many cases
the German has used the shell of an old ruin as camouflage
by building a ccncrete O,P. as a scrt of core to it so
that his observers sat there in real cemfort. Very
different from our precaricus seats on a ladder in & barn
with half of the tiles off. Fromelles church - a pyramid
cf tumbled brick - has a streng O.P. on the tep of it,

Just like a bit of the o0ld church to look at from the

di stance, It has the whole country spread out before it
Just like a map - a position an artillery officer would

ExXax pray for. Ve could see the roads almost tc the front

| .
| line right beneath 'LI.H.“ | b ;:”H%
gy = MR =T dAp MR

— — T ™
[

We went on te the o0ld battlefield. Rhe road which was the
boundary of the 15th Bde. is now a main artery of the
traffic across the old lines - such little traffic as
exists, There has been a Portuguese battalion coming
aleng it - all day we had been meeting bits of them-
(Birdie told me that the Portuguese comrander-in-chief

teld him the other day that they mad been most neglec ted
by their government. For a year they had had ne re-
enfercenents. They always had a rule in Portugal that
when an expediticnary force went out it was relieved
regularly at the end of every 12 months - but these men had

never been relieved at all. The officers were sent back to
Portugal on leave; and when they got there the Covt. kept
them there and sent new and green officers back to the front
The result was that the officers with the Portugueseé troops
were useless, The men simply laughed at them, and when
lately they were cordered to go forward te do scme work they
refused. It was pretty serious. A M.G, was turned on

them (apparently vy the Portuguese commander's orders). Six
Ol Beven were killed and the mitiny fell through - this
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11/11/18. Birdie heard from the Portuguese Comnander. After that
Pirdie split up the Portuguese corps and put one battn.
in with each of his bdes - in some divisions, anyway - so
a¢ to make them up to 4 bns. per bde. Being used in this

way they had no chance to maitiny).

We found the old Neman'sland simply full of our dead.
In the narrow sector weet of the Laies river and east of
the corner of the sugarloaf salient the skulle and bones
and tern uniforms were lying about everywhere, I found
a bit of Australian kit lying 50 yds. from the corner of
the salient; and the bones of an Australian officer and
several men within 100 yds of it. Further round
immediately on their flank were a few Pritish - you could
tell them by their leather equipment. And within 100
yds. of the west ceorner of the Sugarloaf sslient there was
lying a small party of English too - also with an officer -
you could tell the cloth of his coat.

The ground ie all divided inte shallow turtleback ricdk”
ridges between grassy ditches or water channels -

%

And along cne of these water channels near the German wire
were lying so many Australian waterbottles that it can
scarcely have been an accident, The pper chaps must have
crawled here wounded, at night, for water, I think. Or
else one of them must have collected a2 number of these
waterbottles and crawled out with them for himself and

his mates.

The Sugarloaf salient had been tremendously pitted
Wkt by shellfire and by plumpudding bombs, And the old
German wire haa been splendidly cut. Both sides had put
up new wire since. The British wire was very good and
high and uncut - I cculdn't have attempted to get through
it in most parts. What the Portuguese can have been
deing when they let the German through it I don't know.

On the east side of the road, about 500 yds west of
Delangre xux& farm and 300-400 yards south of the German
front line, we found the water-filled 4ditch which was
taken as our objective. It had certainly been in part a
di teh. 1t ran to the corner of a sort of orchard, 400-500
yds. S.W. of Delangre, and merged inte the diteh along the
orchard hedge nearest to the German line. |

!
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At the point merked X 1 found a bit ef the cover of an
Australian waterbottle; and at Y an old rifle butt, prebably

Australian. ,
In the front line were a lot of concrete shelters, about

5ft., of concrete on the top and just room in the little box
below for a man te lie crouched.

Ult came on to rain a misty drizzle. Put we got a number
of photos; and then drove on to Boulegne. I saw very little
signes of festivity over. the place. Only when we punctured in
a village beyond Wizernes and four children steocd by the watch
us mend it in the dark and drizzle, cne of them said to the
o ther:

"Have they got & flag in front?"
"No" said the second.
"Then they have not been to St. Omer™.

Those children came from Lens - so they volunteered.
Vhen I said the Kaiser was a refugie they said "We are
refugies also - from Lens". Their house wee in ruins. They
had 1lived in the cellars a long time - three years they had
been amongst the Germans. Then many people were killed by
~ the shells and they were evacuated through Switzerland. They
wanted to know if the streets had been disentangled of rubbish
® yet? if the bridge on the Douai road hed been blown up? The
| elder boy, Charles, was 14 when the Germans evacuated them -
if he had been 15 they would not have permitted him to leave.
There was a sister about the same age and a little brother.
They were most intelligent guiet children. They told us that
Germans had been billetted on them - they were forced to take
them and there was no payment. Their father was at the war
with the French and their mcther had brought them here.

A couple of French youths passed aged 20 or so, singing

j and rather drunk - the first sign of the peace festivity.
' They were waving a flag. The French mostly seem to carry
about a fair-sized tricclour on these occasiens - not wave it
but carry it quietly arcund.

There were lights - subdued, but still lights, in the
villages we passed through.
; At Boulogne in the main street we did suddenly run inte
a crowd, meostly of British scldiers, some Australians, some
French, and a few women, who were walking around the half-
lighted streets. There was cone scldier blowing a tin
trumpet - one or twe waving a flag; and a few obviously
half-seas-over: the occasional bright shop front attrac ted
them like moths. There was very little noise really. There
were a2 few electric lights near the quay, but the trams and
many of the street lights were still darkened by staining blue.

As we came over the hill towards Wimereux an intermittent
light which atfirst I took fer an electric torch shcwed up

ahead of us,
"I guess that old lighthouse hasn't worked for four years"

said Boddy.
And s¢0 it was - a lighthouss,
Col. Huxtable, who is now in command of No. 2 A.&.H., and

Major White, put me up. Cars and men have been passing at
intervals all the evening. There has been little shouting -
not sc much as on a Saturday night at home, It is quiet now -

11.45 p.m.

e

. e

And so it is Peace, The questicon in all minds at pressnt
is - can we ensure that this split-up German govt, will pay
for the damage to France and Belgium? Can we be sure that

Bavaria and cther parts will not escape by proclaiming
themselves separate from Germany?
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11/11/18. Anyway - the military regime is gone - split, rent,
smashed, fled. Who could pessibly have imapined this four
months agoe?
| November 12, Crossed from Boulogne today - a beautiful sunny celd day
On the boat coming over one had, for the first time in
Tuesday. ; four years, that delightful feeling of free roving, which one

| | used to have in the leng ago days before the war. The
+ _ boat heaved and sagced to a lazy swell. There were many
f other beats on the sea, mostly making direct fer Calais.
After these four years, when one all-impounding purpose
pessessed the world, there was a freedom in the mkx air
which made all the difference. I find it hard te
describe - but the differernce to one's perscnal confort
was as great as that between drinking castor oil ard
enjoying a cup of French chocolate. Fer four years there
has been only one business in the world ard one has felt
all the time that no one had any right (oneself least of
all) tc have any other pre-occupation or interest. Every
| : ship that one saw on the sea was in the g2ip ef that
stern business - they were all controlled by the same
greatl organisation, all carrying stores for the same
| destination, exactly as if all were trucks on a gingle
B line of deadly dull rezilway inside the big blank walls of
; a Government deckyard. |
g But to-day, for the first time, there was the old
romance of the shipping of the seas in every ship that
we saw. They were mysteries again - as they ever will be
in peace time, They were beginning to build agein the
great trade of the world - just beginning - cnly the first
tottering steps; but mtdsk still they were constructing
gocd things and varied things. Bach ship had begun to
be, for all those who saw her, that bundle of mysteries
which she ie in the good peace time. VThenever a ship
heaves up and passes you in peace, on scme business of
her own, you know not what, bound for some distant land-
fall, you know not kmzs where, carrying in her a swarm of
strange and varied people with all scrts of interests -
unfamiliar to you - whenever one of those wayfarers of the
Sea paSses you she carries with her an arcma of mystery
and romance which you come to associate with the smell of
ship's tar and of a sea rope. You cannot pass round the
crowded basin of any cld-werld port without fesling it -
these people - whether they are going te Seuth America or
the Bast Indies or Western America or the Levant or the
Yhite Sea - or if they are going only round the rugced
corner of the local cocast to fetch strawberry baskets and.
wood faggots: they are going on a foyage inte a world we
do not dream of; each ship is a packet of strange interests,
strange sights, strange memories and vivid impressicns.
first
Well - fer the Exxk time in four years that aroma begins to
hang around the ships of the world today. 1t may seem a
vague and abstract thing to write here, but it as real as
anything in life tc me today. Twe days ago these ships
were as dull asd like te one ancother as trucks in a coal
train, Today they are free to de¢ their own work for the

world; at least to bezin their varied Snterests of peace

in place of this one dull zll-pervading ocbjective of the
wWar. And what is as much - one is free to enjoy the sounds
and sights arocund cne.

Of course the war precautions ar€ still being taken.
The Cerman navy has not submi tted. "S.U.8." (they still
call her that) STRASSRURC haze summened the German sub-
marines not to submit to the humiliating conditicne of the

{
|
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12/11/18. armistice in spite of the CGovernment having signed it.
| Not cne German submarine has come into the ports where they .
were required to come. The navy is mutinous, - kmaxk
Against the German Govi. as against the Kaiser. Our
Admiralty has asked for all seaside lights to remain shaded,
Ve have told the Cerman Govt. (and their delegates have
agreed) that if the German navy does not act in accordance
with the terms of the armistice we shall occupy Heligeoland
in order to be in a position to force them. The German
| pecple under Dr. Solf, who seems to be the bigge st man
| there (as I thought he would be after meeting him in Sydney
| in 1909 or 1910 when he seemed to me g Cerman with really
broad and wise ideas, Very British and un-Cerman ideas, on
the government of Samoa), hae appealed to President Wilson
for mercy on the German people which is in danger of staxxxt
starvation; and Wilson and Clemenceau (who is really a
great man, by all his recent magnificent speeches - and a
fair one te England) have prowmised this. But unless the
German navy acts in accordance with the armistice I dec not
think there willxbe bread sent te them; and this ie the
| great handle which the allies at present hold. I1f Germany
| | plays her part and restores France and Belgium she will get
: bread - otherwise she will not.

We were escorted over by destroyers as usual and by
| three small airships; the alrships for once in a while
[ spent their time on this voyage in diving towards the ships, .
Soaring again, playing every scrt of prank in the air to
amuse the men on board - when they waved the men on our
four or five 1ittle cross-channel ship® waved back. Ve
still kept toc the crooked course between the two Shores in
) crder to avoid the minefield which must still be there. As
we came in there was a dull boom behind us and one
destroyer was hidden by the smcke on the water for a moment.
1 fancy she had destroyed a mine.

The towns of England were beflagged. In one field we
saw a dozen German priscners working picking greens in
charge of one old Tpommy; and from one heap of greens in
front of them there stuck a tall staff on which waved a
Union Jack,

In London 1 went to the War Records Section and found
that Treloar (now Major) was #way on his hflaneymoon. Funny
old fellow - he brcught the girl over quietly from Australia
and married her last week without even telling Balfour, his
gssistant and confidant all through the war. de did not
even tell lirs. Almon, at the lodgings, though she knew very
well because his room had zlways been full of photos of the
Lirl.

On leaving the Records I saw Long and got him to agree
(en White's advice) to take the little book on Reconstruction

for his education scheme as a work on "Civies™. He will
order 2000 at ence - of ccurse the scheme will get any
prefits that there is. As I went out frem his place to

dine with Murdech I walked into a strange Victeria Street.
| For the moment I could not imagine why all the lights had
such strange bright haloes rcund them - until I realised ,
that for four years I had not EERXX seen street lamps at all
except the hooded cnes of war time. The lighte were the
sight of London. There were a number of people in the _
8treets with flags in their coats or on their jackets; that
Seemed tc be the main decoration and it was well done. Very
few drunks. As I came back late I 8aw a crowd standinéi-

/
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around scme soldiers and girls whe were dancing a jig. 1t
ig the first time I have seen a jig btut there was no
mistaking the quick jigging step. They were laughing and
shouting - quite decent in it all. It struck cne - here

| at last is the reason for dancing: it is a form of
axpression of feeling; and this crowd cannotl express its
relzase from this pent-up feur years of suppressed feelings
except by dancing. The feeling is bewildering: c¢ne
doesn't get used to peace in a day; and the old remaining
anxiety and strain of war is still at the back of cne's
brain and will remain there till the world is i tself again.

Prince Max of Baden (or is it Bavaria) issued twe or
three days ago, just before his resignaticon, an asppeal to
the German people abroad, askingixx them nct te despair of
the fatherland: "The homeland has shown unprecedented

strength in suffering and endurance™ he said, "In the
fifth year, abandoned by ite allies, the German people could

nc longer wage war against increasingly superior forces.
The victory for which manv had hoped has not been granted to
us, Put the Cerman people has won a still greater victor

because it has won a victery over itself and its belie n
The right of might.  Brom this victory we shall draw
new sStrength, for the hard time which faces us, and on
which you can also build."
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Nov,13th 191l8.¥rmxxxm the Savoy/this evening.The dining
room was crowded and young Air Force officers and others
very excited. There was dancing afterwards in the Ball
Room downstalrs~ anyone seemed to dance with anyone though
mostly,I fancy , they were parties.

I hear that White and llonash are to organise

the demobilisation of the A,I.F, from here.White has been
sent over by Birdie and is busy drawing the scheme of the
departments that he will need,

The Yovernment has at last wired agreeing to
the l1list of pictures which we sufgesy§ed that our artists
should paint, but not to the scheme of the “Artists"
Corps. Well, it is not so good as that scheme b§ which
each artist would work just like any other member of
the A,I,F,, for the good of his country. But it is a good

i step in advance,They have approved of plctures costing

XX8 £3050, =

t e » § Dined at with Smart and Dean
!

L —— e =
" |
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November 14. Passed through Trafalgar Square this night.
It was crowded with people mainly from the East End ,
sroups of them dancing a curious jig- about six or eight
taking arms in a line and joggbng up to another line

which faced them and did the same; the two lines bobbihg
and jigging in towards one another, and receding again
interminably, and shouting and laughing, Bazley says it

is some wierd old London dance that has survived in the
Fast ®nd and ceme to life apparently. Staff Officers, offic
ers of the R.A.F.,, Diggers and girls, old men and apparentl
ly staid elderly married women were Jigging backwards and
forwards and a good humoured crowd looking ones Bazley

says they have some o0l1ld song about "Mrs Brown' which they
sing with the performance, ;

Bazley was dancing arm in arm with a }Major in x«®
red staff tabs and an Air Force officer and a line of Digge:
s and others on the first night sffarthe Armistice.
It is the people trying to express its relief,

I sunpose,Prying to get back into the frame of mind of
peace - theowing off the responsibility which has been on
everyone this last four years, and not having any oth@r;é#_
expression but to wear their feelings gradually down in "=

this way.

Novembar 15.Billy Hughes has made a speech in which he
demands an indemnity from Germany.I think it may be with
a view of taking all that he can back to the Australian
| electors.I dont like this insisting on something which I
| dont believe that any nation could possibly provide- the
| gigantic task of paying for this war, Of course tney must

L
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f repalr what they have done in France and Belgitm, and it
will mean a tremendous obligation to the French whose in-
k dustries they have systematically and deliberately ruined
by breaking the machinery flooding the mines and so on.
But a complete indemnity or any thing like it is surely
beyond the means of any power. We must see that they have far
more TOo pay than any other power, which may mean indemni ty-
but I dont believe it wise to ask of them the impossible.,
Wnite ws sent over here by Birdie to prepare a
demobilisation scheme, He saw Hughes and informed him.
Hughes sent for luonash and wants the two to work it
together, I fancy.He told White of his plans to get the men
into factories and training workshops, by hiring factories
for them if necessary.“He's a big little man,# White said
to me,"he has big ideas - and that is the way to do things;
I think he's right. But if is clear to me that all this
scheme of factory training and the rest of it is some thing
quite separate from the staff work of demobilisation;and I
told him that I did not feel that I could undertake it.
If he divided the RixXkX&x work, and chose to make John
Monash responsible for the whole of these big schemes, with
any office that he wished - s uch as that of Director
General of Demobilisation or some such title, I would be
qulte pleased to stay on and do what I can in this work
that I am about. Or if John lMonash takes the whole thing, Xxhs
then he is quite free to avail himself of any work that I
have done 1n drawing this scheme and getting these officers
(Coxen, xmaxmxx Féodt and others,whom White has ordered to
London to take up the chief departments into which he is
dividing Demobilisation)do start organising them, then he is

welcome",

November 16th I went out to Mr Hughes today, really in order
to tell him what I knew White would never think of telling
him, what all this meant toWhite in his career as a soldier.
Hughes kept me for lunch and made me drive afterwards wilth
him to Buckingham Palace in his car.While he went in to see
the King I waited downstars. On the way back from the Palace
to his house Hughes told me that some time back he had been
approached by some section asking him if he would accept a
post in the British Ministry, He salid that he would do so
only on one condition - and that was that he should have

the power to carry out his policy. If they would guarantee
to him the power to give effect to his ideas, he would

accept. On that point the offer broke down.

November 18.My thirtyninth birthday. Monash is over here.
White, whom I saw today, prayeu me not to intervene for hin

o,
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; with Hughes nor to let Murdoch do so- but Just to let things
take thelr normal course whatever that wasio be. The first
portion of the German Fleet i8 to surrender today,

p There is a full moon, and one cannot help waiting for

the recurrent whirr of the double engines of the German
planes. It is almost impossible to believe that, on a night
like this, there is no enemy in the air, no danger in the
skles, burring overhead 1like a drondng wasp to be followed
by the sudden crash crash crash crash of his bombs.

Nov,20.Fog, The first 20 German submatfnes in today.Our
people - or rather the Press, especlally a horrible section
of it which will never be suppressed,~ is too boastful.It
is not the spirit for this victory: it is the spirit that
we fought Germany t0 break.,
I am trying to get Lambert to go out with me to

Gallipoll as the artist to paint the Landing and the Charge
of the Light Horse at the Nek.

Nov,.31l, "I am very worried about White', said Dodds to me
today, “What @as Monash been saying to him? They saw Hughes
today and when I saw White afterwards and asked him what

was to happen he said'Bloody HellV¥!'- So I knew some thing
pretty trying must have occurred for White doesnt swear., I
asked @en.!ionash what he had been doing to White.'Oh- I didnt
do anything, 'said Monash,'I just suggested that the best
course for him would be to go back to Australia', 'What- did
you say that to White - well that explains it' and I t41d him."
That is whht Dodds told me, as far as I can remember it, Prob-
ably 1t is by no means verbatim, I think Monash said that

- Gen.White would probably be wanting to g0 back to Australia

| and he thought that this wd be a good thing - or some thing of
that sort. Anyway, White wont stay in London-and work with

John, it is clear,
Another Howell Price, one in the Navy, has emn the DS.0

I see, at Zeebrugge. Webb Gilbert came in to see me today, We
are going to get him appointed an A,I.F.,artist to .do the
models, He 1s a first rate sculptor, Bill Dyson says, White
has agreed t0 gbve him his honorary comuaission .

Nov_22 Saw Doris Keane in another piece, Not a patch on what

she was 1n Romance.
Nov.23.Back to France.
Nov 25.Monash held a big meeting at Le Cateau in the Brewery
Chateau (Corps lieadquarters) today to announce and eXxplain the
beginning of demobilisation.His speech will be typewritten.
There was a little dialogue with Birdwood at the start, the
| inference of which seemed to be that John pushed Birdie aside
| making or attempting to make it quite clear that demobilisat-
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ion was his, Monash's, affair only, Birdie said a few
words in preamble and shortly afterwards left. I wasnt
there in time to hear this - I had to get in from St SExpXx:
Souplet where we are still staying. Afterwards I went to &
Solre le Chateau with Glasgow and Arthur Maxwell and

Ross.

NOov.38. Every evening from dusk onwards until after mid-
night, wherever you look you will see, every minute or so
P - flickereing above the horizon, the haze of a flare - eed

I

Oor green or yellow or white. The troops are never tired

of letting off these German flares, Sometimes you see one
quite close ~ sometimes 1t is the haze of one fired perhap
thirty miles away, But the horizon is never free from the
light of them.I wonder when the men will get tired of it

= 1t has never stopped really since the offensive of
August ©th began. They discover these flares and flare
plstols, and take them back with them to rest areas and
Rxxx amust themselves firing them till far on into the nig
nights I passed a group of men today outlined in an EXENXX
orchard by the blazing dazzling while light of burning
cordite, The had found some and wrre dburing 1t; or else
were making a bonfire with flares,

I met today the MHJOI’ COuun.liuiing the 180th

Tunnelling Coy R.,E. xkxXk in which Angus Butler was before |
| he was blown up and nearly killed when attempting to withd:
| draw one of our own mines at La Houssoye. The ia jor told
i me that they have been engaged in the xakxm nasty Jjob of

| digeing up German mines on rallways and roads - or suspect
| ed mines. It is very hard to say where the mines are, Sonme-
times you can tell by the sinking of the earth, The Ger~
| mans bury 5.9 shells with the fuses depending upon a wire
| suspended in acid, There is often a group of these shells
' together. As soon as the wire is bitten through the mine
goes up, The 180th Coy in digging for these has lost since
- the armistice one officer and seven men killed, The troubl«
is that as the wire suspended 1ln the acild gets thin the
mere vibration of the pick getting near to it is apt to
break it and send the mine up. That is why so many mines X&«i
gseem to have exploded when trains were passing overhead.
The Germans in thelr armistice terms had promised that they
would send pioneer officers to point out where the mines
were and pioneers to dig them up, But these did not come,
The authorities asked for them by wireless. Still they
didnt come. We asked again - no reply.We asked again -
and at last the reply came:*Use our prisoners”! The a¥jor

(whose acceount this is) tells me that he supposes that
they cannot get the pioneers to return when they order then
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. Lo do so. The pioneer officers or engineer officers who did
come back Lo inform us where the mines were, found great
difficulty in doing so, Thayxafiamx&kadkzax The mines were
often found to be some distance from the places which they
pointed out. I suppose that they had kept very few partic-
ulars, Snx _

The German system ofydestroying the roads and railways
has been tremehdously effective, They have quite deprived
us of railway communication here, The railway is through
to Le Cateau - but ahead of that point there is no

comuunication except by road, and the roads are becoming
almost impassable through the heavy traffiec.You have to
creep along them in a motor car at almost a walking pace,
For five miles betw-en Beugny and Solre that is the case.
- The Germans exploded a trainload of munitions at
SO0lre and each truck tore a crater into the bed of the
line half deep enough to bBury it in, There is a field on
the Avesnes side of the 1line at Solre Bliation which is
entirely scattered over whth bits of truck, and of railway
line. The Germans have also made a practice of blowing a
crater in the lines, and then burying a nest of 5.9 shells
with delay action fuses(in acid) at the bottom of the
crater, We come along and fill the crater in, and think no
more about it. There is no suspicion aroused through the
sinking of the filled in ground as there would be if the
mine were @ specially dug one, Six or eight weeks later
up goes the mine again in the same vital spot,

December 3rd, Staying with Dyake Brockman at Sains,
going round the battalions of 4th#®de of which he is now the
general, I am trying to see two hEttalions a day and to get
through by the end of the year s to start for Gallipoli
to study the Turkish positions early in the new year, The

Govt wants me to advise it also as to the desecration of the
graves and the general position regarding the cemeteries,
Put I cant @hmxx get away till I have seen every battalion and
got from them the story of the fighting from fugust 8th to
the end, And I find that this can be done, at the fastest,
at the rate of two battalions a day, pretty thoroughly.
The excellent demolitions carried out hy the
Germans hase resulted in an emeute - a sort of half mutiny,
half strike in the 15th and 16th Bns here. The rations
have been a bit short owing to the great diffieulty in
supplying the troops in this district.,Now that the war has
ended, so thorough was the German in his work, we can
hardly fee~d our troops.Otherwise, you wdnt know that the war
had ended, At the base there were demonstrations on Armistice

i » {= . 2 p t &t 7 4 t there .
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., With their work If%rou ht anyth
ably a good slefep. & ything to them it was prob
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