AWM38

Official History,
1914-18 War: Records of C E W Bean,
Official Historian.

Diaries and Notebooks

ltem number: 3DRL606/169/1

Title: Notebook, September - October 1917

Includes references to the 25th and 2/7th
Battalions, Malt Trench, Lagnicourt, Bullecourt,
Broodseinde, Passchendaele and Warlencourt.

AWM38-3DRL606/169/1

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGTO66/784



I e i e e e R A e T T O S

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Q.

DD 0k
DIARIES AND NOTES OF C. E. W. BEAN

CONCERNING THE WAR OF 1914 -1918

MHE use of these diaries and notes is subject to conditions laid down in the terms
of gift to the Australian War Memorial. But, apart from those terms, I wish the
following circumstances and considerations to be brought to the notice of every

reader and writer who may use them.

These writings represent only what at the moment of making them | believed ta be
true. The diaries were jotted down almost daily with the object of recording what
was then in the writer’s mind. Often he wrote them when very tired and half asleep;
also, not infrequently, what he believed to be true was not so — but it does not
follow that he always discovered this, or remembered to correct the mistakes when
discovered. Indeed, he could not always remember that he had written them.

These records should, therefore, be used with great caution, as relating only what
their author, at the time of writing, believed. Further, he cannot, of course, vouch
for the accuracy of statements made to him by others and here recorded. But he
did try to ensure such accuracy by consulting, as far as possible, those who had
seen or otherwise taken part in the events. The constant falsity ef second-hand
evidence (on which a large proportion of war stories are founded) ‘was impressed
upon him by the second or third day of the Gallipoli campaign, notwithstanding that
those who passed on such stories usually themselves believed them to be true. All
second-hand evidence herein should be read with this in mind.

16 Sept., 1946. AUSTRALIAN WAR MZMO WAl ¢ E. W. BEAN.
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C. E. W. BEAN.

TH ESE diaries and records are the personal property of Mr. C.E.
Bean, Official Australian War Correspondent, and are kept with

t records only for convenience and safety.
They are on no account to be inspected nor to be used for the com-
pilation of any history except by express permission of Mr. Bean. In
the event of his death they are left by will to Brigadier-General John
Gellibrand, A.I.LF., whom Mr. Bean has made his Literary Executor
in all matters referring to his War History, and whom he desires to
succeed him in writing it ; the New Zealand records amongst them
to go to Captain Malcolm Ross.

While Mr. Bean's records will eventually be given by himself or by
his executors to the Australian Commonwealth, they contain a great
many matters which are on no account to be fully made use of within
present lifetimes | in any of them great caution must be exercised in
judging the value of any criticisms made or comments passe
time of the event. The system on which these notes were written
was to put down from day to day exactly what was present to the
writer's mind ; but this was very oitenn wrong, and in such cases it
does not by any means follow that a contradiction appears in the
diary. The diaries must, therefore, be judged as a whole, and daily
comments should not be taken as signifying anything more than
what the writer at the moment believed to be true.—C. k. W. BEAN.
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