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4256 Sergeant Percy
HORTIHER H.M.

702a Private Ralph Lucas
BROWH,

Australian

For consplcuous gallantry and devotion to duty.
this platoon GSsrgeant during the attack on
VILLE-SUR=-ANCRE on the 19th inst., hoandled his
Platoon, after his Officer had becorme = cas-
uenlty, with great determination and tact. Bis
men were dispersed by en exploding shell, but
he rallied them very quiskly and led them to
aasist with tne rmopping up of the village. By

his timely action he was instrumental in captur.

ing eizty prisoners (two of whom were Offigers)
alao several machine guns and one light Trench
Hortar. His contempt for danger and proved
abllity were of great value under trying con-
ditions. All his men speak in glowing terms
of his actions.

For conspicuoua gallantry ani devotion to duty,
During the coperations on the 19th inst., this
soldier displayed great initlative, iie played a
prominent part in the mopping up of VILLE=-SURw
ANCRE, Pte. Brown is a Lewis Gunner, and carried
many magazines for his gun, which he was able to
use with great succeas throughout the atteck.
Whilst his gun was located in the open, he,under
heavy machine gun fire, corawled back to the Sun-

ken Road, knoan as the CATERPILLAR, which at the

time was being heavily shelled by the eneny,and
brought back megazines and amunition from a
dump, which & few minutes later was blown up by
enemy fire. On return, with the help of anothsr
man, he kept back the enemy with his gun, in-

flicting great casualties in the prosess.His
example was magnifioient
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