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iéth Australlisn Infantry Brigade 5th Australian pivisio Australian Corps
56th Infan- 2965 sergeant on 1~-9-18 duri.ng an attack on PERONNE Sergeant
try Bat~ AleZender Ignatius Of'connor (°p" gompany) wes in command of &
t.e.{ion, 0" CONNOR Platooni, While in the start line and duwring the

A..I .Fl

8dvance the enemy barrage waa very intenne ,

He exhiblited splendid leadership in the advanoce

by keeping his platoon under ocontrol and avoided

many casualties by diverting his men through gaps

in tho barrage.

On 2-9-18 dwrling the segond attack all his Of-

ficers booame casualtles whilst moving to the start

line and he assumed charge of "D Company. The artillery

barrage was exceptionally intense and the whole Bat~-

talion was subjJected to enfilade machine gun fire

from the PERONNE Ramparts from the very start.

Desplte this he led his men in the face of terririe

machine gun fire to a position 400 ysrds in advance

of atart line on the northern Ramparts.At this stage

the casualties had been very heavy and cempanies

averaged aboult 30, and realizing that the remainder

of the Battallion was held up on the start line and that

the situstlon was a oritical ome, he at onoe engaged .

enemy machine guns firing from the right with his Lewls
n Guas and drew thei¥ fire., At this time he had only 30

men left. At great personal risk he reconnoitred the

ground on his left snd looated a Company of the 55th

Battalion In the vicinity of the Sugar Factory 350

yards away. He then went back to the start line over

ground which wes swept wlth M.G. fire and lssued in-

structions for the rsmainder of the Battalion to dribble

and £1ll the gap between the 55th Battellon and His Com-

pany. This was done with oomparatively Sisuzities as

hls Company was drawing most of the M,G, fire from

the right.

- He personally saw that our left flank was -
in touch with the 65th Battallon, Be then ssw & party
of the 58th Battalion goming up through the morthern
portlon of PERONNE on hia right. He at once pushed
four Lewls Guns out to a small trenoh in front of his

£ Al0.S.Holland 56th Bn. Capt KeGellc Donald 59th Bn.

Capt.K.R.Wyllie 55th Bn.
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