CHAPTER XXVI
HILL 60

HXhlILTON still maintained firmly the hope that the Suvla
troops would be able to capture Tekke and Kavak Tepe. Bird~ ‘ o o dalso intended to make a further attempt upon Chunuk
Bair; but. as the prospect of success there receded, the plan
of occupying the S w l a heights increased in importance, for
Hamilton hoped that froin the hills north of Anafarta he might
still obtain “ a n outlook, more distant, but yet an outlook, on
to the Dardanelles.” Moreover, unless those heights were
occupied Suvla could never be a safe post. Hamilton told
Stopford that he must “ face casualties ” in order to gain them
while the chance still offered.
As the 53rd (Welch Territorial) Division had failed in an
attempted advance in that direction on August Ioth, Hamilton
waited for the 54th (East Anglian Territorial) to come ashore
on August 11th. By this time, however, Stopford had lost
faith in the new troops. “They have no standard to go by,”
he complained. “ I am sure they would not secure the hills
with any amount of guns, mater, and ammunition, assuming
ordinary opposition.” But since he had never seen the 54th in
action, and since the flying corps
reported that the ridge still lowyds
appeared to be unoccupied and
was certainly not entrenched,
Hamilton spurred him to action,
promising him a hundred picked
Australians, New Zealanders,
and Gurkhas to keep down the
Tiirkish snipers, who, Stopford
feared, ~vonld embarrass his
troops. To enable this assistance
to he given, the attack was postponed until the night of August
I 2th.l
1 A few Aust
and N Z snipers were sent immediately to the I X Corps, and
tlieir nuntlxr was Hithin two or three days increased to a hundred. Their assistance
was greatly valned. They returned to their own units at the end of the month.
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On that day it became evident to Stopford that the 53rd
Division was unequal to the task of clearing the enemy from
some huts on the right flank of the 54th. an operation which
must be performed before the attack could begin. This work
was therefore allotted to the 54th as an immediate prelude to
its main advance. The preliminary action, however, became
more extensive than was expected; and, as the 53rd Division
afterwards showed signs of being unable even to hold its
existing position, the Suvla commanders became convinced
that further action was impracticable. Hamilton reported to
Kitchener that the generals were unfit for their task, and on
August 15th Stopford and two of his divisional generals were
recalled. Three commanders of recognised ability-Lieutenant-General Byng,' a well-known cavalry leader, and
Major-Generals MaudeS and Fanshawe'-were
at once
despatched from France. In order to carry out the thrust
from Suvla, which could not wait for Byng's arrival, MajorGeneral de Lisle6 of the 29th Division was brought by Hamilton
from Helles and placed in temporary command of Stopford's
corps.6
De Lisle, a hard-grained, vigorous officer, reaching Suvla
on August 16th, found such confusion throughout the area that
he was forced to ask for three or four days to pull the troops
together before he organised the offensive. Thus the attack
originally planned for the night of August 12th was eventually
ordered to take place at 3 p.m. on August ~ 1 s t .
7

' F . hl. Viscount Byng, C.C.B., G.C.M.G.. hl.V.0, p.9.c. Commanded IX Army
Corps, 1915/16, XVII Army Corps, 1916; Canadian Corps, 1916/17; Third Armv.
1 g i 7 / 1 9 . Officer of British Regular Army; of Thorpe-le-Soken, Essex, Eng.. b.
Barnet. London, I I Sept.. 1862. Died, 6 June, 1935.
8 Lieut.-Gen.
Sir Stanley Maude, K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O.. PAC. Commanded
13th Div., 1915/16; Tigris Army Corps, 1 9 1 6 , Mesopotamian Expeditionary Force,
ig16/17. Otficer of British Hegular Army; of London; b. Gibraltar, 24 June, 1864.
Died of cholera, 18 Nov., 1917.
'Lieut.-Gen. Sir E. A. Fanshawe, K.C.B. Commanded 11th Div.. 1915/i6.
V Army Corps, 1916/18. Officer of British Regular Ar_my. of Oxfordshire. Eng.;
b. Clifton Hampdcn. Oxfordshire. 4 Apr.. 1859.
8 Gen. Sir Ekauvoir de Lisle, K.C.B.. K C h1.G. D.S 0.. p.s c.
Commanded 1st
Cav. Div. 1 9 1 4 / i 5 29th Div 191 / 1 8 S I 1 1 Army Corps 1 9 1 8 ' S V Army Corps
1918. Officer of iritish Regkar Arm;; of Guernscy, Chime1 islands; b. Dublin:
Ireland, a7 July, 1864.
'Kitchener suggested to Hamilton that Birdwood, in whom he had grcat faith.
ihould take control of Suvla as well as Anzac. This would have given him
responsibilities in the northern area not altogether easy to distinguish from Hamilton's, to which probably neither he nor his staff could have afforded due attention.
Hamilton rejected thg suggestion. Birdwood afterwards expressed thorough approval
of that decision.
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Hamilton believed that the true northern flank of the
Turkish army was still at Northern Atiafarta. That is to say,
he regarded the gendarmes and others who had been holding
up the 10th Division on Kiretch Tepe as merely a detached
force, connected with the main Turkish position only by a
screen of snipers. In ignoring this force and seizing Kavak
Tepe he would therefore be not only safeguarding the Suvla
harbour, and gaining a possible outlook over the Narrows, but
also incidentally striking at his opponent’s flank, which he
hoped to keep open until further reinforcements arrived from
Great Britain. On the other hand Liman von Sanders, whose
anticipation of his opponent’s intentions at critical moments
of this campaign was almost invariably wrong, imagined that
Hamilton was endeavouring to turn the Turkish Sank by
attacking on Kiretch Tepe. The brave battalion of Gallipoli
qrndarirzes, which on August 9th had resisted an attack by five
battalions of General Mahon’s force, was on August 15th again
attacked frontally by the 30th
and 31st Brigades, while the
162nd Brigade of the 54th Division advanced against its flank
on the inland slope of the ridge.
Von Sanders had, however, by
that date sent to its support the
only reserve which he could at
that moment gather-all available portions of the 5th Division,l
and a few small detachments
which had been guarding the
coast at Ejelmer Bay. These,
with the gendamtes, under command of t h e Bavarian Major Willmer, now faced the attack
on Kiretch Tepe. The British succeeded in advancing half-amile,* and held on through August 16th to most of the
ground gained. Limon von Sanders saw in this attack a most
? T w o ~egiments of this division, the 13th and 15th, were until AUK. I O engaged
at Lone Pine The 14th had originally faced the offensive in the fmt-hills north
of Anzac.
The coastal ridge consisted of two lengths of razor-back hill, the south-western
of which was known as “Kiretch Tepe” The British advance on this day almost
reached the north-eastern end of Kiretch Tepe; beyond that the north-castern half
of the S a m ridge still separated the British from Ejelmer Bay, three miles away.
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dangerous threat to his northern flank. “ I f , ” he wrote
afterwards: “ the British on August 15th and 16th had obtained
possession of Kiretch Tepe, the whole of the Fifth Army
would have been outflanked.” He sent thither by a forced
niarch his last reserve, a number of battalions withdrawn from
the southern side of the straits. The Gallipoli gendarmes had
by then been practically annihilated, and their gallant commander, Kadri Bey, was mortally wounded, but the reinforcements succeeded in driving the British back to their original
line.
Though this stiff fight was regarded by Liman von Sanders
as one of the three crises of the offensive, it is not even
mentioned in Hamilton’s published diary. Its most important
effect was that, in order to concentrate the troops which
resisted it, von Sanders had been forced to leave the sea border
nearer the head of the Gulf of Saros completely bare of
defence. while on the southern side of the Dardanelles “ there
were left to protect the coast only three battalions and a few
batteries.”1° What would have been Hamilton’s action had
he been thoroughly aware of all this, it is idle to conjecture.
But it is improbable that, during the days when de Lisle was
reorganising at Suvla, any other effective action would have
been taken.
The enemy defences confronting de Lisle were obviously
very different from those existing when the attack on the hills
near Anafarta was first ordered. The Turkish force at Anzac
and Suvla had increased to about 75,000, of which 20,ooo were
apparently opposite Suvla and some 8,000 in reserve near
Anafarta. The offensive still projected against Chunuk Bair
would require additional troops from 0versea.l’
But if the
enemy’s flank at Anafarta was to be found even partly open,
the assault upon that objective could not be delayed; and
Hamilton decided to undertake it with such troops as were
available from his present army. His four divisions at Suvla
tiow nunihered fewer than 30,000 rifles facing 20,000 Turks;
DFzrnf Jahrc Tzirke:, f i 114
10 So defenceless did this render that side of the straits that, to give the appearance of a greater force, the slender garrison was set to march by day in all
possible directions where the Allies could observe them, and was brought back to
its regular positions at night. (Liman von Sanders, FQsf Johrc Tiirkes, p 116.)
“Biidwood had been ordered by Hamilton to undertake this further offensive
“ a s soon as troops are reornanieed and the difficulties of water-supply solved ”
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at Anzac 25,000 facing 47,000; at Helles 40,ooo (23,000
British and 17,ooo French) facing 26,000.~~ To give de Lisle
sufficient striking force Hamilton had ordered part of the 29th
Division to be transferred from Helles to Suvla, and had also
sent thither the 2nd ‘I Mounted ” Division, fresh from Egypt,
consisting of some 5,000 British yeomanry serving withont
horses. In order to bring the objective within the compass of
this force, the notion of seizing Kavak Tepe itself was for the
moment given up, and the whole blow concentrated upon the
Turkish right near Northern Anafarta, the task being limited
to the seizure of the I‘ W ” Hills and of Scimitar Hill, which
connected them with the
on the plain to the south
would move forward in

failure by trying to do too
much.”
desire the whole of the
29th Division was sent to him. As this stroke was to be
delivered against a daily extending trench-line, the preliminary
bombardment formed an important part of the plan. The
Suvla artillery was being increased, and should by the date 01
the attack comprise fifteen batteries of field-guns, two of heavy
and two of mountain-guns, two of 4.5-inch howitzers, and the
two 5-inch Lowland howitzer batteries from Anzac. The
assistance which the Anzac Corps was to give-since Birdwood
had but few troops to spare-was to move up its left flank,
between which and the Suvla force satisfactory connection had
never yet been obtained. At dusk on August 11th, after
Mustafa Kenial’s attempt on the two previous days to drive
a wedge between the two forces, the 6th Gurkhas (who had
been brought to Daniakjelik Bair) had thrown out near the
foreshore some picquets which met troops similarly despatched
“The figures are from an estimate subsequently made by Hamilton’s staff
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from the right of the 1X Corps. The point of junction was
on the flats at Kazlar Chair (“Goose Meadow”), half-a-mile
from Damakjelik and only a mile inland from the sea. It was
desirable to advance the point of junction much farther inland.
It is true that a daily messenger, and even, on one occasion,
some batteries of artillery, were able to gallop along the foreshore from Anzac to Suvla, depending on their speed to escape
the enemy’s machine-gun bullets. But three-quarters of a
mile inland from the point of junction there lay in Turkish
hands Hill 60, the low knoll forming the seaward end of the
“ Flat Hill ”lS on which the 4th Australian Brigade had met
with disaster on August 8th. This hill, though little more than
a swelling in the plain, shut out the Anzac force from any real
command over the Anafarta gap which lay beyond it. Moreover near its foot were two useful wells, Kabak (“ Cabbage ”)
Kuyu on the south and
Susak
(proper name)
Kuyu towards the north.
All these points, including
Hill 60, could easily have
:.
been secured on August
7th, when the troops of the
. ..’
40th British and 4th
Australian Brigades had
wandered over them, or
even on the 8th. But
an attempt by the 9th
Worcester on the night of the 12th to seize Kabak Kuyu, at
the very foot of Damakjelik, had entirely failed in the face
of heavy fire. I t was eventually decided not to renew the
attempt on either of the wells until such time as the whole
flank should go forward and seize Hill 60. This was the
minor operation which the Anzac Corps was to carry out as
its part of the offensive of August 21st.
Thus-enumerating the divisions from the north southwards-the 29th was to scize the semicircular ridge of Scimitar
Hill; the 11th was to attack the “ W ” Hills themselves and to
advance across the plain south of them, its southern flank

6th-20th Aug.,
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touching that of the Anzac troops and moving with them to
Susak Kuyu;I4 in rear of the 11th and zgth, the 2nd Mounted
Division would be held ready as the main reserve; and south
of the 1); Corps Birdwood's troops would swing up over
Hill 60 so as to incorporate the whole knoll and both wells
in the Anzac line.
For this attack Birdwood could only provide a somewhat
mixed force. In the Battles of Sari Bair and Lone Pine his
losses had been 12,500, of which 5,500 were in the 13th
Division. The casualties in the 1st Australian and N.Z. 81 A.
Divisions had amounted to 2,500 and 3,300 respectivelyfigures not escessive when the nature of the fighting is
considered. The old Anzac position was now being held by
10,500 men, and the new position, from No. I Outpost northwards, by Godley's force, numbering 13,000. The new front
had been divided into two sections ; that facing east along the
foot-hills of the main range was held by General Shaw with
most of the 13th Division and 29th British Brigade, besides
the New Zealand Mounted Rifles; that facing north, next to
the Suvla area, was held by General Cox with the Indian and
4th Australian Brigades and the 4th South Wales Borderers.
Birdwood now transferred from Shaw to Cox the 29th (New
Army) Brigade (consisting at the moment of two half-strength
battalions-5th Connaught Rangers and 10th Hampshire) and
the headquarters and two very weak regiments of the New
Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade. These movements, made on
August zoth, provided sufficient force for the projected attack.
Since the fighting on Chunuk Bair the mounted rifles had been
holding an inner defence-line. The other troops had all been
withdrawn, for at least a day during the preceding fortnight,
from the front line into close reserve; but they had not
regained any degree of freshness, although for the Australians
and New Zealanders the relief afforded by the change from the
old Anzac area into open country had been great. Sickness,
which the excitement of the offensive had appeared to check,
had increased as soon as there came a pause in the operations.
Cox decided to attack with all sections of his force. On
the left, next to the British at Suvla, the 10th Gurkhas were
"The second objectlve at this point was Dervish Ali Kuyu, 600 yards east of
Susak.
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to advance eastwards across the flats from Kazlar Chair to

Susak Kuyu. The 5th Gurkhas would advance on the right
of the 10th. Next to them
on the south, in the right...
angled bend where the line
..
turned inland, the Con.
naught Rangers of the 29th
:
(New Army)
Brigade
.;''
were to seize Kabak Kuyu.
Next again to these the
New Zealand Mounted
Rifles, whose two regi.
ments amounted to only
krcgected advance dug.?/
400 men, were to attack
north-eastward across the Kaiajik Dere and seize Hill 60
Farther inland, a detachment of 500 from the 4th Australian
Infantry Brigade, supported by the 10th Hanip~liire,'~were
to attack the Hill 60 spur just above the knoll itself, and
connect with the existing line of the 4th Brigade. During
August 20th arrangements were made by Godley and Cox
for the protection of their troops by artillery fire. During
the same day the staff of the A. & N.Z. Army Corps was
endeavouring to make mutual arrangements with the Suvla
staff for co-operation in the bombardnient.
The Hill 60 spur-the
"Flat Hill" of the Turks-is
really a branch of the more extensive Damakjelik Bair on
which lay the new Anzac flank. Except for a single stunted
oak and a few mere bushes it was, like the rest of this country,
bare of trees but clothed in dense, prickly scrub with a few
patches of grass or stubble. Forking from the Damakjelik
chain at a steep table-topped k n o b H i l l roo-it ran for nearly
a mile parallel with Damakjelik. If a man rested his right
forearm on a table, the hand flat and palm downwards, the
projection of the elbow would represent Hill 100, the forearm
the '' Flat Hill," and the
Hill 100
hand itself Hill &which
lnd
~11160 /
was only distinguished
'ci?
from the upper portion
O
' n"'
NzMR
of the spur by a slight

cmp

1BThe Hampshire was then 330 strong, with 5 officers, including the doctor.

zoth Aug., 19151

HILL 60

727

indentation at the wrist and an almost imperceptible rise
below it. Along the summit, from Hill 100 to the “ wrist,”
ran several lines of Turkish trenches, the foremost almost
fringing the slope. At the “ wrist ” this trench receded round
the indentation-a little grassy gully-and then bent forward
again to encircle the lower slopes of the knoll. It was this
re-entrant which was to be attacked by the 4th Australian
Brigade, while the mounted rifles assaulted Hill 60 itself
lower down, and the Connaught Rangers Kabak Kuyu, which
would be on the flat near the point of the “thumb.” AS
Hill 60 was an important point d’appui, the Turks, according
to their custom, were crowning it with a redoubt consisting
of several concentric rings of trenches, but their digging had
in parts been only begun, and few signs as yet showed through
the dense scrub. From somewhere in the plain beyond there
. came a long communication trench, which crossed the summit
of the hill near the “ wrist,” and was there knotted into the
several trench-lines running down the spur.
The Hill 60 spur was separated from Damakjelik Bairthe Anzac flank position-by the straight narrow valley or
glade of the Kaiajik Dere.le The Turkish lines on Hill 100
(the “elbow ”) looked straight down the valley, and it was
from three minor folds near the mouth of this gully that the
Connaughts, New Zealanders, and Australians respectively
were to start. One of the difficulties of the operation was
that the Australians, who were nearest to Hill 100, would
be exposed in crossing the valley to a deadly enfilade. In
later years their passage would have been protected by a
screen of smoke, but such devices were then unthought of
in Gallipoli. But to assist their troops in the capture of
what was evidently a fairly complicated trench-system Godley
and Cox on August 20th worked out with Colonel G. N.
Johnston, the commander of the New Zealand artillery, a
plan of bombardment resembling-except in the restricted
ammunition-supply-those
employed in France. That is to
say, the available artillery on that flank of Anzac, totalling
thirty-two guns and howitzers, would muffle with shell-fire
“This was the valley which Monash and his officers had believed to be the Asma
Dere, o,:e of several m,i,nor gullies near its mouth being mistaken for the Kaiajik
situation-maps used by the N Z . & A. Div the line of the 4th Bde. war
until Aug 1 8 shown as encircling Hill 100 See ) p 652, 654. o#d 664
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the whole front of the attack, as well as the Turkish positions
The preliminary
on the I' forearm " and at Hill 100.
bombardment would commence at 2.15; at 3 the infantry
would attack, and the covering batteries would lengthen
range."
It was not, however, until late in the morning of August
Z I S ~ ,long after these orders had been issued by Godley to
his artillery, that the army corps staff succeeded in coming
to an agreement with that of the IX Corps concerning the
assistance to be given by the Anzac artillery to the Suvla
offensive. At the request of the I X Corps it was agreed that
the bombardment of the Turkish trenches in front of the
I I t h (New Army) Division should be carried out by Godley's
artillery, which was in a position completely to enfilade them
There could be no doubt as to the wisdom of assisting the
all-important northern advance in so effective a manner.
But, since the change would leave the Anzac troops to attack
without bombardment, the time for their part of the assault
was at the last nionient" postponed for half-an-hour. When
at 3 o'clock the British assault started, the Anzac batteries
were to ' I switch " on to the front of their own troops until
3.30, when this part of the line also would commence its
at tack.
August 21st, when after nearly a fortnight's quiescence
the general battle broke out again, was like the days which
preceded it brilliant and hot. At 2 p.m. the first guns
opened," and half -an-hour later the main bombardment on
the Suvla front commenced. The spectacle was one never
before seen in the Anzac zone. The purpose of the attack
was well known, and the troops watched eagerly for the
British advance. A haze of dust and shell-smoke soon covered
the plain, but at 3.15 the line of the advancing British was
clearly marked by the puffs of the Turkish shrapnel in the air
above it.*O Unfortunately, however, the alteration in the hour
of the Anzac assault forced the British to advance with their
~~

1'Some of the guns were to suppress the fire of Turkish batteries on Abdel
Rahman Bair and Hill 8. A battery of field-guns behind Lala Baba at the mouth
of Suvla Bay was also to assist with fire in front of the junction of the two forces
The order was issued at 1.30 p.m.
IS See V o f X I I . gfate 118.
m I t was partly this shrapnel which caused a portion of the ::th Fiv to veer
W Hills, and
to its left into the amphrtheatre hetween Scimitar Hill and the
so wrecked the offensive.
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right exposed instead of being in touch with the Indians.
Although the Turks in many places left their front trench
and ran back to a secund line, a number who were entrenched
near a poplar grovez1 on the British right were not threatened,
and held up that flank of the IX Corps in the Asmak creek-bed
400 yards from the starting point. Farther south the Indians,
when they started forward at 3.30, were opposed by a hot
fire of small-arms. Though this was not overwhelming, the
advance was rendered difficult by the fact that the Gurkhas
depended almost entirely upon the leadership o f their white
officers, who were easily picked out by the enemy and shot.
The 5th Gurkhas on the right were thus held up. A portion
of the roth, however, under a white officer, succeeded in
reaching their objective at Susak Kuyu, where they established
an isolated post nearly half-a-mile to the right front of the
IX Corps flank in the Asmak Dere, with the Turks near the
poplars almost directly in their rear. On their other flank
it was not till long after dark that they made contact with
the Anzac force attacking Hill 60, half-a-mile to the south-east.
The forces attacking Kabak Kuyu, Hill 60, and the
re-entrant above it-the
Connaught Rangers (700 strong),
New Zealand Mounted Rifles ( ~ o o )and
, the detachment of
the 4th Australian Brigade (500) respectively-were to charge
north-eastwards from three minor gullies in front of the line.
As they climbed out at 3.20
into these valleys, they
were seen by the Turks,
.’.
who opened fire upon them.
.
In the most northerly gully
the Australians were visible
, .
to Turks near the Kabak
Kuyu-which was merely
. .
a well in the bed of the
Kaiajik Dere-and a certain number were hit by
a desultory fire which continued upon them as they lay. At 3.30 the word was given both
to Australians and New Zealanders to “ go.” The Connaught
Rangers were to start for Kahak Kuyu ten minutes later.
~

-

n This was called by the Turks Kavaklar

(‘I

the poplars ”)
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One of the actual results of the belated alteration in the
orders to the artillery was that Hill 60 and its neighbourhood
received practically no bombardment, but the enemy was
thoroughly awakened. Severe opposition was therefore certain.
The two New Zealand regiments-Canterbury Mounted Rifles
under Major Hutton on the right, and Otago Mounted Rifles
under Lieutenant-Colonel GrigorgZon the left-having a quarter
of a mile to go and two minor ridges to cross before they reached
the enemy, advanced in lines of successive troops. The first line
of Australians, who had been warned by their commander that
their only chance lay in advancing at top speed, endeavoured
to cover the whole distance-at that point zoo yards-in one
unbroken rush.
The appearance at 3.30 of these various
bodies of determined men rushing towards them through the
scrub of the intervening ridges caused a number of Turks
at that moment to leave their front trench along the "Flat
Hill " and run back to defences in rear. Major Hutton was
wounded in crossing the Kaiajik Dere, and Canterbury tended
to make towards the left-that is, away from the enfilade; but
at 3.45 a first small party of New Zealanders was seen charging
up the slope of Hill 60 and clambering into the lowest Turkish
trench near the point where it rounded the seaward end.
The orders were to clear all trenches on the hill as far as the

.,

,I,

\ \ .

The first attack by the New Zealand Mounted Rifles on Hill 60.
(Drawn from mcmory, 2nd February, 1916, in diary o f Oficial War
Correspondent.) The view is from the old line of the 4th Brigade.
The size of the distant figures is much exaggerated.

plain on its farther side, and accordingly almost at once sevea
or eight New Zealanders were to be seen leaving the first
"Lieut.-Col.

R

R. Grigor, D S O . Commanded Otago Mtd. Rifles, 1915/16;
Barrister and solicitor; of Balclutha, N.Z.; b.

1st Anzac Mtd. Troops, 1916.
Inchclutha, N.Z., a5 Nov., 1872.
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trench and pressing up the communication sap which led over
the hill near the “wrist.” About the same time, just east of
the indentation at the
wrist,” there appeared a
number of the 4th Australian Brigade clustered in
the scrub below the crest
of the spur. Close in front
of them, on the smooth
field covering this corner,
was the single bushy oaktreePSwhich had been given
them for a guiding mark.
Some distance beyond it,
through the field, lay the foremost of the three trenches which
were their objective. In the meantime other parties of New
Zealanders had reached the Turkish front trench at the lower
end of the spur, in which, according to arrangement, two red
flags were now flying to show that it was captured; and the
Connaught Rangers in a keen charge had overwhelmed stich
Turks as waited for them at a Turkish post protecting the
Kabak
and in the creek in the bed of the Kaiajik Dere
which had served the enemy as a communication trench.
There for the moment, as they had been ordered, the Rangers
waited.
Thus by 4 o’clock the New Zealanders were in their first
objective, but neither the Australian detachment on their right
nor the Indians on their left had come up with them. General
Russell, therefore, at that hour ordered the Australians to
push forward on the right, and asked the 29th British Brigade
(to which the Connaught Rangers belonged) to assist the
New Zealanders on the other flank. On the left the result
of this command was immediately apparent. The order had
been given for one of the reserve companies of the Rangers
to move forward, but all companies of the battalion were then
much commingled at the Kabak well, and a mixed crowd,
I‘

This can be seen in plate I / ? , V d . X I 1 The photograph was taken at the time,
from the Anzac line near the point from which the Australian detachment charged.
“This was probably merely a place for watering goats or sheep, and was situated
where an old bridlekack from Australia Valley to the plain and Anafarta crossed
the Kaiajik creek. Rerond the creek the road was for a short distance sunken.
and slinhtlr to its right was a hedge. affording fair cover at this corner of the
knoll
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excited after the previous charge, now swarmed forward with
officers leading them. They were seen dashing up the seaward

Charge of the Connaughts on Hill 60, August ~ 1 s t . (Drawn from
memory, 2nd February, 19x6, in diary of Oficial War Correspondent.)
The view is from the old lines of the 4th Brigade.
Beyond the
scrubby ridge in the foreground lies (hidden) the Kaiajik Dere. The
foremost figure on Hill 60 is probably a Turk.

end of the hill, the Turks running before them. This fine
charge called forth the admiration of all who beheld it, and
such a movement, if it had been concerted and delivered along
the whole line of attack with the flanks well guarded, would
probably have carried Hill 60. As far as can be ascertained
it crossed the first trench on the western face of the hill, but,
as it approached the summit, withered under fire poured upon
it by the enemy. The losses were heavy, and no ground was
gained. Other portions of the battalion, however, were led
round more cautiously to the flank of the New Zealanders,
whom they reinforced; they also filled part of the space
between the left of the New Zealanders and the right of the
Indian brigade, which was eventually brought by a circuitous
route to a point near the western end of the hill. Elements
of a line were thus established, connecting the left of the
New Zealanders on Hill 60 with the 10th Gurkhas on the
plain at Susak Kuyu.
The task of the Australian detachment on the right of
the New Zealanders was one of much greater difficulty. The
whole length of Turkish trenches from Hill 100 down the
forearm of the “ Flat Hill ” commanded the opposite slope of
the Kaiajik Dere, and the greater part of the Turkish garrison
was neither threatened with any attack nor embarrassed by
bombardment. The detachment was organised in three lines :
first. rqo of the TRth
- Battalion under Lieutenant Ford:*s
Y Maj. (temp. Lieut.-Col.) H. C Ford, D S.0 ; 26th Bn.
Temply commanded
45th B n , 1 9 1 7 ; 46th Bn , 1918. School teacher; of Coulburn, N.S W.; b. Goulhurn,
6 Dec.. 1881.

zIst Aug., 19151

HILL 60

733

second, 150 of the 14th under Major Dare; third, 200, drawn
in equal proportions from the same two battalions, every man
With this line was Major
carrying a shovel or a pick.
Herring, who commanded all three. They comprised most
of the comparatively fit men of both battalions, the guarding
of the old line being for the moment left to those who were
on " light duty " through sickness.26
It could not be expected that men as tried, sick, and
battle-worn as were all the Anzac troops-but especially those
of this brigade after the fighting of August 8th-would attack
with the fire and persistence of well-rested units. Yet the
Australian soldier, when serving under even moderately
good leadership, never ceased to show an unexpected degree
of resilience. On this occasion the greater part of the first
line under Ford, though met with a torrential fire as soon as
it crested the first minor spur, and though each man was

. Advance of the Australian detachment, or 10th Hampshire, on August
zrst. The troops are crossing the scrubby hill outside the old lines
of the 4th Brigade.
Hidden beyond this lies the Kaiajik Dere.
(Drawn f r o m memory, 2nd February, 1916, in diary o f Official War
Correspondent.)

weighted with fifty pounds of ammunition and equipment,
nevertheless held on with its headlong rush until its members
had either reached the farther slope of the Kaiajik Dere or
lay killed or wounded on the slopes between. But the enemy's
machine-gun and rifle fire had followed it across the first
suminit and down the southern side of the Kaiajik Dere.
~

When picking up the wounded after the engagement, Capt. Loughran, medical
officer of the rqth, found a man named Hartigan, whom he had marked for '' light
duty" lying out shot through the abdomen. When asked why he had gone with
the Attack, which he could ha;; avoided, he replied. " If I had not stopped this,
some other poor beggar would
(Hartigan was of Melbaurne. He survived. and
was subsequcntlr vounded In France.)
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Ford reached the farther slope with only half-a-dozen men.
H e presently found that there were another fifteen to his
right and twenty to his left. Looking back, he could see
the other slope of the valley sprinkled with the tumbled
forms of his men, who lay thickly among the ledges
of an old Turkish bivouac on to which they had rolled when
hit.
Thus of the first line of 150 about forty had reached the
slope below the oak-tree. The nearest Turkish trench was
seventy yards distant across level stubble. T o attempt to reach
it with his present numbers was clearly hopeless.
Ford
therefore waited for his supports. At 3.45 the second line
under Major Dare made the crossing in the same manner
as the first. Again some forty men succeeded in crossing the
Kaiajik Dere. Lieutenant Crabbe was killed in the gully, but
Dare came through unhurt, and at once took .charge of the
party on the far slope. His numbers were still too small to
attempt with the least hope of success the charge across the
stubble. Only the arrival of the third party under Herring,
or of the 10th Hampshire, which had been allotted to support
this flank, might give the necessary numbers.
Such was the position when at 4 o’clock Russell sent to
Monash his order that the Australians should push on.
Herring’s third line made more than one attempt to do so,
but the nien were heavily weighted with picks and shovels
and barbed-wire. The effort failed, and he did not resume
it until some hours after sunset. At 4.15 the 10th Hampshire
also endeavoured to reach Dare ; but, as they started, a single
heavy shell chanced to fall among them, tossing men bodily
into the air and confusing their effort. The same withering
fire which had met the Australians swept away the remnant
of the attack on the slope among the ledges, only one man
apparently succeeding in reaching the detachment across the
Kaiajik Dere. A few more big shells, dropping into the minor
gully where the supports were lying, drove back part of them
to the shelter of the old line.
Dare’s party was thus completely cut off from reinforcement. H e had seen the attempt of the Hampshire to reinforce
him, and, since no further support came, decided to hold fast
H e therefore ordered his men to fill the sandbags, of which
each carried two, and to thrust them forward over the edge

’
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of the crest. By this means they established a parapet from
behind which they could fire.
In the meantime, on the exposed southern side of the
valley, a fire had been started by the shell which burst among
the Hampshire. It was the practice of the Turks to cover
their bivouacs with branches of cut scrub, and this dry tinder
covered many of the ledges on which lay the dead and wounded
of the Australians and the Hampshire. The flames, reaching
some of the dead or wounded, ignited their clothing and
exploded their bombs and rifle-ammunition, and thus pieces
of burning cloth or wood were flung to other ledges, starting
more
Any wounded man who so much as stirred to
crawl out of reach of the flames was instantly shot by the
Turks.28 The men with Dare were forced to look on helplessly
at this dreadful scene, since any attempt to reach, or to move
upon, the exposed slope meant instant death. Fortunately the
position of the wounded on the crest was not so hopeless, since
the smoke raised a screen behind which Captain Loughran,"
the medical officer of the 14th, and Chaplain Gillison,8O with
Corporal Pittendrighal (also a minister of the church) and
other stretcher-bearers were able to drag away any wounded
in the nejghbourhood who were in danger from the flames.sz
With the charges by the 10th Hampshire and the Connaught
Rangers the attack upon Hill 60 died out. At 5 o'clock
Russell received from the Australians the reportImpossible to push on.

Am digging in:

Fire across wheatfield by Big Tree too hot.

n S i r Val. X I I . plate 119.
While in many cases it must have been quite evident to the enemy that he war
firing on wounded m a . it is only fair to state that in the scrub on this slope
were also unwounded soldiers, who during the rush bad dropped behind bushes
to take breath or for shelter. and who then, finding advance impomible escaped
death by crawling inch by inch to the rear. Although their action was'probably
entirely justified, these men were fair targets for the enemy. In many other battler
this situation resulted in fire being turned upon the wounded.
Surgeon; of Kyneton, Vic.; b. Joliniont
"Capt. H. G. Loughran; A.A.M.C.
Vie.. a6 July, 1880.
.OChap. the Rev. A. Gillison. Of East St. Kilda, Vic.; b. Baldernock, Scotland.
7 June, 1868. Died of wounds, aa Aug.. 1915.
"Cpl. R. R. Pittendrigh (No. 896. 13th Bn.). Clergyman; of Lithgow, N.S.W.:
b. Bathurst, N.S.W., 1883. Died o[ wounds, 29 hug., i g i j .
"On the following morning. while Gillison was waiting to read the burial service
over the bodies of some of those who had fallen in this action, he heard someone
groaning in the scrub on the rid e in front of the old line. H e had been warned
against attempting to move in faylight on that ridge; but he went forward far
enough to ascertain that the cry came from a man of the Hampshire who war
I ing out wounded and was being troubled by ants. Gillison at once Lalled Cpl.
Jittendrigh and a man named Wild (of Hinton. N.S.W.) of the 13th Bn. The
three crawled forward reached the wounded man, and had dragged him for about
a yard when a Turkish sniper opened and severely wounded both Gillwon and
Pittendrigh. Gilliion died the lame day.
41
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and from the New ZealandersHave captured about IZO yards enemy trench and one enemy machinegun, which we are using against Turks, but cannot push on. Men
exhausted.

At the same hour the knot of trenches in the small grassy
re-entrant between the Australian detachment and the New
Zealanders, which had been empty since a small party
of mounted rifles had pressed on through it an hour
before, began to fill again with Turks, who were feeling their
way cautiously back to their front line. The keen handful
of New Zealanders had not been supported by their fellows,
and had been cut off; only two returned, two or three
having been killed and two or three captured. The machinegunners of the 4th Brigade, under Captain Rose, perceiving
on the far side of the " Flat Hill " a movement of the enemy
and a continuous stream of men along the communication
trench, turned their fire upon it, enfilading the sap and ripping
its parapets into clouds of dust. A mountain-gun, which the
commander of the 21st Indian Battery, Major Fergusson, had
at that moment emplaced in a half-dug trench in the old
4th Brigade lines, was turned upon the same avenue, and
burst shell after shell fairly in it.
The movement by the
enemy against the New Zealanders in their new position was
thus greatly hampered ; but, gradually filtering through the
trenches like a slow stream of water through a winding gutter,
he eventually reached their right flank, and at this point an
exchange of bombs immediately kegan. At 7 p.m. Colonel
Grigor, now commanding in the trench captured by the New
Zealanders, reported that
his men were being hard .
pressed with bombs.
When, therefore, night
fell, Russell had a foothold, but only a foothold,
on Hill 60. H e hoped that
by some means he would * ..'.':.
be able to carry the rest of
...
the knoll during the night; ':
but his immediate task, as

'.
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soon as darkness enabled the 10th Hampshire and other troops
to move, was to ensure that his line should be a connected
one. This was impossible on the right of the New Zealanders,
since the indentation at the “ wrist ” of Hill 60-a space of
I 5 0 yards which could not at present be bridged-separated
them from the Australian detachment. But that detachment
was reinforced after nightfall by the 200 men with Herring,
and at the sanie time the 15th Battalion began to dig a
communication trench across the Kaiajik Dere from the old
position to the new. Russell therefore had little fear for the
safety of the detachment. The difficulty on that flank was
that the Turks held the communication trench at the “ wrist,”
leading direct to the right of the New Zealanders.
This
Russell did not attempt at the moment to remedy, but used
the 10th Hampshire for filling up gaps on the left of the
New Zealanders at the seaward end of the hill, where the
5th Gurkhas, arriving at dusk, had relieved a previously
isolated detachment of the Connaught Rangers that had been
holding a small farm a t that point. The Hampshires now
filled in the gap of 300 yards between this hut and the left
of the New Zealanders. But at IO o’clock, when a wild burst
of firing broke out, it was observed that the nearest rifle-flashes
to the north of the farm were 600 yards away. Lieutenant
S a u n d e r ~then
, ~ ~ in charge of the Hampshire, at once crept out
across the plain and found that there were no troops between
the farm and the post of the 10th Gurkhas at Susak well. The
rest of the Indian brigade, brought up after dark, eventually
filled this gap; but farther north the interval between the
10th Gurkhas and the flank of the IX Corps in the Asmak
creek was not bridged, the Turks remaining throughout the
night in occupation of the poplars. Both the Anzac and Suvla
staffs appear to have believed that their line across the plain
was continuous, but it was not known at Anzac whether the
British attack upon the “ W ” Hills had been successful. The
shells of both sides had started bush-fires in the Suvla area,
causinc a haze of smoke, and although lines of men had
~~

~

Capt. W. J. Saunders, M.C.; loth Bn., Hampshire Re@. Of Winchester, Eng.:
b. London, a7 June, 1874. (Lieutenant Kitchen of the Connaught Rangers arth I
party of that regiment assisted to hold the New Zealand trench against bomb attacks.
thlr officer being especially prominent.)
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constantly been seen advancing across the plain it had been
impossible to observe their farther progress.
\Vhen personally inspecting his position after dark, General
Russell appears to have realised that the foothold on Hill 60
could not be extended by the worn-out handful of mounted
rifles who, with a sprinkling of British troops, were then
holding the position. If the hill was to be captured before
daylight, it must be done by fresh troops.
A convenient
starting-point for such an attack seemed to be afforded by
the position of the Indian brigade, which was now holding
a line along the seaward foot of the hill at right angles to
the New Zealand trench. This place was easy to approach
by the sunken road leading north from Kabak Kuyu, and the
high scrub along the eastern side of that road gave cover
behind which the assaulting troops could form up.
They
would then attack across the whole front of the New
Zealanders, sweeping the hill and seizing its summit and all
trenches up to and including those on the eastern side of the
knoll facing the detachment of Monash’s brigade at the
“wrist.”
The main defects of such a plan were that the
objective was very great; that the troops, if they pushed the
attack as far as was intended, would be in grave danger of
coniing under the fire of Monash’s detachment; and that
during and after the attack their left flank would lie naked
on the northern slope.
The trend of the defences
\,,,e
on the hill was also-as IS
rRL
shown by the map issued
(roughly reproduced in
the margin) -imperfectly
known ; but the trenchL
system was not a simple
C D ,npo,;znl
+
,
.
one, and, since the assault
’‘106
t&@\b’‘
was to be made at dawn,
the attacking troops could have no opportunity of studying
their objective, but must seize it without reconnaissance.
There would indeed be little more than time to get reserves
into position before the assault must be delivered.
It required strong reasons to make such an assault without
reconnaissance. But Russell and his immediate senior, Cox,

Igth-ZISt
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both careful and able officers, considered it “ very necessary ”
to seize the enemy’s long communication trench before the
arrival of full daylight, and a recommendation to that effect
was sent by them to Godley at 11.45, as soon as Russell
returned from inspecting his position.
Both officers knew
that Godley had during the last few days received a reserve
of strong and completely fresh troops.
This was the 5th
Australian Infantry Brigade, the first portion of the 2nd
Australian Division to arrive at the front. Of the battalions
composing it, the 17th and 18th had landed on August Igth,
and had been followed on subsequent nights by the 19th and
20th and the 5th Field Ambulance. After bivouacking for
a day in the old position near the foot of the Sphinx, the
17th and 18th, under their brigadier, Colonel Holmes, had been
sent at dusk on August 20th to Bauchop’s Hill, the 19th following at the same hour of the next night, and the whole brigade
being allotted as reserve to General Godley. These troops
came to the tired and somewhat haggard garrison of Anzac
like a fresh breeze from the Australian bush. “ Great big
cheery fellows, whom it did your heart good to see,” wrote an
Australian. “ Quite the biggest lot I have ever seen.” As
these men with well-rounded cheeks and strong limbs filed
past the heights of which in Australia they had heard so much,
they quietly but eagerly questioned other wayfarers as to the
situation. They had not yet acquired the cynicism of old
soldiers. In the quiet valley below Walker’s Ridge some of
their officers had spoken gravely to them of their high duty in
the tests they were about to face.34 These fine troops had
made a deep impression upon all who saw them, and brigadiers,
anxious to relieve or support their tired troops, looked eagerly
towards “ the new Australians.”
Godley, however, realised
that the new units were entirely inexperienced-he also desired
to employ the brigade later as a whole; until late in the night
of August 21st, therefore, he was firm in the intention not
to allow it to be drawn into the battle. But when at midnight
he received the strong recommendation of Cox and Russell
that the communication trench on Hill 60 should be carried at
dawn, and that a fresh battalion should be used for the task,
‘4
I daresay I shall be one of the first to fall.” laid Lieut. Wilfred Addimon.
“

740

THE STORY OF ANZAC

[aznd A u g , 1915

lie gave way. The 18th Battalion was ordered to move to
Dnmakjelik Bair, where it would come under Russell’s orders.
About dawn on August 22nd the 18th. after being led
through the dark under a fire of stray bullets, and losing its
way, reached the fold of Damakjelik from which the
Connaught Rangers had moved out the day before.35 The
hour of its arrival was over-late for General Russell’s
purpose, but arrangements were hurried forward, and while
they were being made the companies were told to lie down and
rest. The colonel and company coninlanders were summoned
to a conference with Russell’s brigade-major, P o w l e ~ who
,~~
informed them that the battalion was to make an attack. By
the light of a candle he then read them the order for the
operation, and explained that they were to assault with bomb
and bayonet only. Lieutenant-Colonel Chapman3’ interjected
that they had no bombs ; Powles could only reply that they must
do the best that was possible without them. H e explained the
diagram of Hill 60 (of which he gave each company commander a copy), and added that, since dawn was then breaking,
by the time they reached the position there would be sufficient
light for them to see the lie of the ground. H e then in person
led the battalion over the crest of Daniakjelik, down to the
Kaiajik creek, and thence up again by the sunken road to the
western foot of the hill, keeping as far as possible behind cover.
The long line of troops followed, wondering what was the
business in hand. The general impression was that they were
being taken to man “the trenches,” which they had never yet
seen. Presently the sunken road led out into open flats, where
a ragged hedge or belt of scrub continued along the right side
of the track.
Under cover of this was a line of Indians
manning a newly-dug trench. Here the head of the battalion
was halted. It was now 4.45 and almost full daylight. To the
right, beyond the hedge, was a dark scrub-covered rise-its low
Powles pointed out as
summit only 400 yards away-which
11 This was known as ‘’ South Wales Borderer Gully,” and lay next on the west,
to Australia Valley.
LieutXol. C. G . Powles, C M G., D.S 0 , A D C A A & Q hf G , Anzac hftd.
Div., rqr6/18, subsequently commanding Central Cvmmand. N Z hlilitary Forces
Officer of N Z Staff Corps: of WellingLon, N.Z., b Wellington, 1 5 D e c , r8:z
“Lieut-Col. A. E. Chapman, V.D
Commanded iSth B n , 1 9 1 5 .
Police
magistrate; of Sydney; b. Manning River, N.S W., 6 O c t , 1869.
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Hill 60. He explained to Captain G o o d ~ e l lthe
, ~ ~commander
of the leading company, that the company must now face east
and attack the hill. The position of Monash’s detachment
had been explained to the company commanders, and the
danger of clashing with it may have been recognised;
for the objective now set before Goodsell was the summit,
which, it was explained, he must under no circumstances
overrun.
Goodsell’s order to his company to fix bayonets, charge
magazines, and extend into two lines was the first intimation
to the troops that they were about to carry out an assault.
A few minutes laterabout 5 o’clock -they
charged, two platoons
forming the front line and
,
two others, under Lieutenant Leslie,38 following
immediately
afterwards
in support.
As they
scrambled through several
gaps in the hedge on to a
narrow belt of corn at the
foot of the hill, they saw
in the scrub, 150 yards ahead, the parapet of a newly-dug
trench from which Turks were retiring up the hill. Fire was
opened by the enemy, but both lines quickly gained the trench,
which proved to be a deep, almost straight, sap leading far
down to the plain on the left. A number of the enemy were
at the moment endeavouring to scramble out to the rear. These
were shot, and, on the front of the attack, the trench was
captured. The men settled into it, some of them taking out
their pipes and none having any notion that they were intended
to go farther. Goodsell himself knew that the objective was
the summit, where one or possibly more trenches were now
perceived to exist. But he seems to have been awaiting the
-~
85

Mal. S. P. Goodsell; 18th Bn

Salesman; of Parramatta, N S.W ; b. 1 7 July.

1878.
19 Lieut. W. L. Leslie; 18th Bn
Killed in action, I I Aug.. 191s.

Manufacturer, of Sydney; b as Feb , 1888
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arrival of other companies before attempting a further rush.
While he waited, urgent messages for assistance began to come
from the left of the line.
Inasmuch as there were Turks in the same trench beyond
the left flank of the Australians, and as on that flank at least
one communication trench led from it towards the east, a
violent counter-attack upon that flank was only to be expected.
Moreover it happened that at this juncture the enemy was
pouring troops down the valley from Anafarta, and others
could be seen leaving the summit of Hill 60 and running round
to the northward. The left of the Australians was attacked
with bombs, and at the same time a machine-gun on some
slight eminence in that direction began to fire up the trench.
The 18th had no bombs, and knew nothing of them. But a
number of Turkish grenades were found in their sap, and by
throwing some of these they won sufficient respite to enable
them to pull down sandbags from the parapet and form a
barricade, behind which for a time they successfully fought.
A private named O’Reilly’O climbed on to the parapet and,
lying behind some sandbags until he was severely wounded by
a bomb, shot steadily along the trench at the Turks, whose
attention had been suddenly turned to supporting companies
of the 18th that were now coming forward.
Major Powles appears to have sent the next companyMajor McPher~on’s~~-tofollow Goodsell’s. By this time,
however, at least three machine-guns in the scrub on Hill 60
were directed upon the wheatfield at its foot; and a heavy
enfilading fire was being poured in from the left by the
enemy in a northward extension of Goodsell’s trench, where a
Turkish officer with drawn sword could be seen pointing out
to his men the target at which they should fire. The left of
McPherson’s company, emerging through a large gap in the
hedge, was broken while attempting to deploy. Other platoons
issuing through openings south of it were met by tremendous
fire, but a proportion crossed the field, finely led by some of
‘OPte. Myles O’Reilly
watta. N.S.W.. 1892.

(NO.954,

18th Bn.).

Farm hand: of Sydney, b. Parra

UMaj. T. R. McPherson; 18th Bn. Electrical engineer; of Sydney; b. Sydne,,
Killed in action, 22 Aug., 1915.

a 5 Apr., 1887.
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their officers ; among them was Lieutenant Wilfred Addison,''
who, with dying and wounded around him, and machine-gun
bullets tearing up the ground where he stood, steadied and
waved forward the remnant of his platoon until he hiniself fell
pierced with several bullets.
Perceiving the difficulty of advancing under such an
enfilade, Major Powles directed the next platoons to swing
to the left and advance northwards or north-eastwards in order
to subdue the fire from that direction. This attempt was
quickly shattered. A part of the third company, under Major
Lane,'3 advancing towards Goodsell's left, succeeded in reaching the same trench and pushed along it towards the east.
These later lines, however, only reached the trench in fragnients, and the situation of the left flank was desperate. From
a point of vantage in a
cross-trench tlie Turks
were flinging bombs with
impunity among the Australians.
An unauthorised order to retire had
been given to some of
Lane's men, and in withdrawing over the open
they had lost heavily. At
7 o'clock the battalion was
urged by a message from
Russell to push on and seize the summit, but such an attempt
would have been hopeless. Goodsell's left gradually withdrew
southward along the trench. With such parts of tlie later
lines as reached him he had extended farther to his right along
the same sap and, finding there some of the Hampshire,
discovered that he was actually in the trench which had been
captured by the New Zealanders, and which encircled the lower
slope of the hill. By IO o'clock the remnant of Goodsell's
nien had retired along it until they reached the flank of the
New Zealanders, where they remained, stubbornly holding
fifty yards of the trench.
u L ~ e u t . W E. Addison: 18th Bn.
Bank accountant; of Sydney; b. Yaw,
N S W.: a8 Marcb, 1887. Killed in action, aa Aug.. 1915.
Mal c. H. D Lane; 18th Bn. Electrical engineer: of Sydney; b Bondi.
N.S W.; 2 3 Feb.. 1888. Killed in action, a7 A u g , 1 9 1 s
4s
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The attempt to round off the capture of Hill 60 by setting
a raw battalion, without reconnaissance, to rush the main part
of a position on which the experienced troops of Anzac had
only succeeded in obtaining a sIight foothold, ended in failure.
Jts initiation was due to the fact that Russell and his brigademajor, Powles, both careful and capabIe officers, lacked the
realisation-which came to many commanders only after sharp
experience-that
the attack upon such a position required
minute preparation, and that the unskilfulness of raw troops,
however brave, was likely to involve them in heavy losses for
the sake of results too small to justify the expense. Within a
few hours the 18th Battalion, which appears to have marched
ont 750 strong, had lost 1 1 officers and 372 men, of whom half
had been killed."
The action had been a severe one for all
the troops engaged, the losses of the comparatively small force
which attacked from Anzac amounting to over I , 3 0 0 . 4 5 The
flank had been brought up to Susak Kuyu, and a lodgment
had been obtained in the enemy's strongly entrenched position
at Hill 60. Slight though it was, this gain was the only one
achieved on the whole battle-front. In the Suvla area the
position at first secured by the 29th Division on the crest of
Scimitar Hill was untenable, a brave advance by the r e s e r v e
the 2nd Mounted Division-availing nothing. On the plain
the 11th Division was unable to maintain its unconnected line
UNot quite the whole battalion took part in this action. Two of the company
commanders, Maj. McPheraon and Capt. L. J. Banfield, and Lieuts. Leslle, Addison,
J. A. Moore, and J. K. Donaldson had been killed, and Capt A. McKean, Lieuts.
B. H. McLachlan, A. J. Rafferty, W. R. C. Robertson. and R. E. Linklater wounded.
(Banfield was of By&. N.S.W.: and Moore, Donaldson, McKean, McLachlan,
Raffertv.
_ . Robertson. and Linklater of Sydney.)
" A s far 3s can be ascertained the casualties were:
Gen. Ruluell's force:
Strength
Unit.
Australian detachment:
as0
..
Pt. 13th Bn.
Pt. 14th Bn. . .
..
..
2.50
N.Z.M.R. Bde.:
zoo )
Canterbury Regt.
.
..
..
200
* *
Otago Rcgt. ..
..
..
19th (British) Inf. Bde.:
1 0 t h Hanlr
..
..
..
..
335
5th Connaught Rangers
..
700
..
29th Indian Inf. Bde.
..
..
1.300
..
Reserve :
18th Aust. Inf. Bn. ..
..
._

..

..

.

..

..
..

..

..

..

..

..

The full strength of the 18th Bn. was 1.004.

-

750
3.985

-

..
..
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in the first Turkish trench. A barricade built across the Asmak
creek-bed was blown down by the enemy, and the British flank
was forced back to Kazlar Chair, from which it had started,
1,000 yards in rear of the Gurkha post at Susak Kuyu, the
Turks still intervening near the “ poplars.”
‘To fill this
dangerous space, the 19th Battalion of the new Australian
brigade was marched to the left and stationed near the gap.
Cox reported that lie believed the new line could be held,
although the position on Hill 60 “cannot be considered
satisfactory.”
If the Battle of Sari Bair was the climax or the Gallipoli
campaign, that of Scimitar Hill was its anti-climax. With it
the great offensive ended. I n the words of Kitchener’s
message received by Hamilton on July 11th:’~ “ . . . .
When the surprise ceases to be operative, in so far that the
advance is checked and the enemy begin to collect from all sides
to oppose the attackers, then perseverance becomes merely a
useless waste of life.” The attempt to prolong the offensive by
driving through the flank of the enemy’s now established
trench-line had utterly failed ; and Hamilton had not the troops,
nor had all his troops the morale, necessary for a fresh attack.
Birdwood, however, in agreement with his subordinate
commanders, desired to strengthen his flank by capturing the
summit of Hill 60, and he obtained leave to renew this effort
on August 27th.ff
The two regiments of the mounted rifles, Otago and
Canterbury, which had won the footing on the hill-together
with a number of
who had reintorced them, and the
fragments of the 18th Battalion-were relieved on the night
ofxugust 23rd by the two remaining regiments of the Mounted
Rifles Brigade, which had been brought into General Cox’s
area for the p ~ r p o s e . ‘ ~ The 4th Australian Brigade, which
was equally weary, was strengthened by the addition of the
17th Battalion from the new Atistralian brigade. Except for
a dangerous enfilade by a Turkish battery near Hill 971 on the
main range, the New Zealanders at the foot of Hill 60 were
*See p. 440.
This assault was at first projected for Aug. a s .
e See Vol. X I I , plate 121.
“The Maoris, who during the later uta es of this action had succeaafully garri.
soned part of the Otago trench, were afterwards transferred from the mounted
rifles to the N.Z. Inf. Bde.
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not seriously disiurbed.’O The Turks were, however, at work
nightly upon the upper part of the hill, and the New Zealand
Howitzer Battery, which shot exceedingly well, was directed
to hinder them by firing during the dark. It was decided that
the attack should be made by the same units which had undertaken the previous assault. Repeated demands had, however,
already been made on these troops. Moreover, the number of
men who were beiiig sent away through sicknesss was so great
that general orders appear to have been issued to the medical
service to exercise greater strictness. Accordingly the chief
medical offcer of the N.Z. & A. Division51 urged upon his
subordinates that no man should be sent away who was fit,
not to fight, but to stand in a trench and hold a rifle. A consequence of the sickness and previous losses was that the
assaulting force-on this occasion I ,000 strong-was necessarily composed of numerous small detachments, each consisting
of comparatively fit inen from a nuniber of regiments. The
operation, which as before was to be directed by General
Russell, was to be carried out by three bodies:Right Flank.
Detachment of 4th Aust. Inf. Bde. (under Col. Adams)14th Bn.
*.
1 0 0 ) (1st line)
15th Bn.
..
50
13th Bn.
IOO
(2nd line)
17th Bn. (from &v 5th Bde.)
.. IOO (3rd line)

..

..
..

..

..

350
(9 On the night of Aug
aa, however, a strange incident occurred. About i I p.m..
the moon being up, some 300 Turks were seen coming out of the scrub in front of
the left of the New Zealanders. I t was supposed that they intended to surrender.
and they were accordingly allowed to approach. I t was‘ then observed that they had
their rifles slung round them, and that most of them carried two bombs attached to
their belts. The New Zealanders and other troops signed to them to lay down their
rifles and enter the trench. The enemy did not comply, and the proceedings were
interrupted by shots fired by troops on the flanks who could not see what was passing
and who caused the Turks once or twice to run away. At this stage, however, one of
p e enemy’s ollicers ran forward and dropped into the New Zealand trench sayinp
Dwtorl” About the same time Col. Crigor, commanding the N Z. garrison, came
to the spot and spoke to some of the enemy who were by then shaking hands with the
men in the trench. Grigor, himself, a small man, took the hand of a big Turk who
immediately began to pull him out of the trench. The New Zealander managed to
struggle free and at once ordered fire to be opened A few Turks were killed and
the rest ran back into the scrub. The Occurrence was interpreted by the staff as a
treacherous ruse; but the captured officer, who proved to be an Armenian, stated
afterwards to an interpreter that his battalion had captured three N.Z. prisoners,
and its commander, thinking that more might surrender if given the opportunity
had instructed him to endeavour to induce their opponents to lay down their arms:
This was undoubtedly the true explanation. A similar attempt was made at the
lame time in front of the 14th Sikhs.
#‘Col. Bceston Col. Manders had been killed on Aug. 9 by one of the stray
bullets which constantly fell at Codley’s H.Q.
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Centre.
Main portion of New Zealand Mounted Rifles (under Maj.
Whyte)-62
Canterbury and Audrland
150 (1st line)
150 (2nd line)
Otago and Wellington
18th Bn. (from new 5th A k . Bde:j IOO (3rd line)

..

400
-

Left.
Detachment of 5th Connaught Rangers (under Maj. M0ney)~-z50.

Reserves were provided for the right and central forces, that
in the centre being another 100 men of the 18th Australian
Battalion.
As the attempt was certain to be met by heavy fire of all
arms, General Russell, Colonel Monash, and all their officers,
relying on the ability of colonial troops to find their way in the
dark, favoured a night attack without bombardment. General
Cox, however, decided to attack by daylight, having first
crushed the opposition by an hour's heavy shelling.
The
available land artillery consisted of forty-five guns and
howitzers, most of which were to bombard Hill 60 and the
spur leading to it:' while the cruisers Talbot and Grafton and
two destroyers, together with some of the land guns, covered
the approaches and silenced the enemy's batteries on the main
range. The bombardment was to commence at 4, the troops
at 5 o'clock assaulting Hill 60 on three sides.
The course of the fight which followed-ne
of the
most difficult in which Australian troops were ever engaged
-was
conditioned by the inaccuracy of the knowledge
which the staff had so far succeeded in obtaining of the
complicated defences of the hill.
The simple method
which was applied a few years later-that
of sending an
aeroplane to photograph the region from above-does not seem
to have suggested itself, and the local staff based its maps upon
what it could see from the front line on Damakjelik and
from the Suvla area. But the hill was clothed with scrub
four feet high, through which the trenches were difficult tn
trace. On the map which accompanied the orders issued by
Generals Cox and Godley on August 26th they were shown as
Col. J. H Whyte, D.S 0.. M C.; Wellington Mtd. Rifles. Officer of N . 2 Staff
Cor s ; of Palmerston North, N Z ; b. Wairoa, South Auckland, N.Z., 1 7 Dec., 1876.
JMaj. N. C. K. Money, D.S.O.; 5th Bn., Connaught Rangers. Officer of Indian
Regular Army; b. Almora, India, 6 Dec , r88a. Died of wounds, 7 Sept.. 1915.
"The howitzers were to fire 5 0 0 roundr of high-explosive at these positions.
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in Map A in the margin. On that issued next day by General
Russell to the leaders of hi5 attacking force they appeared
as in Map B. The central detachment was to attack from the
sector marked “ NZ,” and
moving across the open
and through the trenches
on its right was to capB2,19
( 6 C,”
ture 6 6 Br,”
and
all
intervening
trenches. The Connamghts
on the left would start
from the Indian line on
both sides of ‘( D,” and
proceed
north-eastWards
MAP A (COPY of that issued on
August 26).
along it to join the New
Zealanders at “ C ”-thus
capturing “ D-C,” the same
trench which the 18th
Battalion had won and lost
on August 22nd. The
Australian detachment on
the right would capture
“ A,”
‘ I B3,”
“ Bz.”
and
“ Br.”
The trenches on
the hill at this time ran,
MAP B (copy of that issued or
almost certainly, not as
August 27).
shown in the maps of the
staff, but as in Map C.
During the bombardment,
which opened at 4 p.ni , all
portions of the attacking
force were brought to their
starting positions.
The
detachment of the 4th
Brigade was lined out
partly in the small advanced trench beyond the
MAP C (compiled from aeroplane
Kaiajik Dere’ but
photographs taken in September,
to its left, in the dere
and from Turkish sources).
66
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itself opposite the mouth of the small grassy re-entrant at
the “wrist.” The bombardment upon Hill 60 was heavy.
But for some reason,66 although General Russell had urged
that special attention should be given to the trenches facing
the Australian detachment, these were not bombarded. Only
two shells of small calibre are said to have fallen upon
them; so far, indeed, as this sector was concerned, the
bombardment merely served to announce to the enemy that
he was about to be attacked. While the men in the advanced
trench awaited the order to charge, hostile rifle and machinegun fire was tearing the parapet above their heads. When
the whistle blew, and Captain ConnellyB6of the 14th led out the
first line on to the wheatfield, it was at once swept away.
Connelly, who had just returned from sick leave, was hit in
three places and killed, and Captain Graham” wounded.
Captain Cooper58 with eight men got as far as a smaller oaktree, growing near the larger one, and lay there in the shelter
of a low hedge. eventually crawling back with a few survivors
The line which attempted to charge up the
little re-entrant was annihilated,5e except on the
extreme left near the New
Zealanders ; there a few
men, swerving somewhat
to their left, succeeded in
Ka’aJ’k
D
d
reaching the point “ B I , ”
on the extreme flank of
,oo yds ’
their objective, and joined
the New ZealandersFO Meanwhile the Turks, standing breasthigh along their trench to shoot at the attacking party, had

-

= T h e available records give evidence of the fact, but throw no light upon the
cause
MCapt. C E. Connelly; 14th Bn. Barrister and solicitor; of Bendigo, VIC.,
b. Bendigo, 29 May, 1885. Killed in actmn, 27 Aug., 1915.
Capt. R. W Graham; 14th Bn., Clerk; of Melbourne; b. Beechworth. Vic..
I J Nov., I S Q I .
I y Capt. G. Cooper, M C ;
14th Bn
Member of Aust. Pcrnianent Forces, of
Forest, Tas.; b Birmingham, Eng.. 1881.
wTbe Aust. Historical Mission in 1919 found the remains of Australian soldiers
in this indentation at several points close to the Turkish trench, and a New
Zealand (Hauroto) badge beside its parapet Beside the burnt stump of the larger
oak-tree an Australian had k e n buried. evidently by the enemy after the Evacun
tion.
A short length of trench leading from ‘’ B I ” towards ‘‘ B3 ” was captured.
and was eventually manned by some of these Australians together with the New
Zealanders.
Q

750

THE STORY OF ANZAC

[qth A x . , 19x5

been observed by Captain Black of the 16th, who swept
their parapet with his machine-gun, and one of Fergusson’s
mountain-guns burst shell after shell on the edge of the trench.
But the assault by the Australian detachment had already
completely failed, and, two-thirds of his men and all his officers,
except Captain Cooper, being killed or wounded,”l Colonel
Adams did not call upon his reserves. The fighting on the
right flank therefore quickly ended.
In the centre, where the New Zealanders were to attack,
the first line of the mounted rifles-150 of Canterbury and
Auckland-had during the bombardment been lying in rear of
the New Zealand trench. The moment the word was given
they rose and went straight for the top of the hill. Although
the bombardment upon this part of the front had been thorough,
their line came at once under fire from Turks in a new trench
which the enemy had dug across the hill parallel to the New
Zealand trench and some seventy yards above it. This was
known at the time as “ No. z Trench.”e2 The Canterbury line
bayoneted the Turks, and
was just clearing the trench
I~OY~S
of the dead and debris
when the second line, consisting of the Wellington
and Otago detachments,
came up. It assisted in
clearing the trench, and
then, in accordance with
the PIanJ charged forward
again to seize its objective
l i / r k / s ~ t ~ , ,, ~ ~ ,~
-“
C-Bz.” At forty yards
it was confronted with another trench, not “ C-Bz,” but parallel
to and slightly short of it. I n the reports of the battle it was
known as “ No. 3 Trench,”8a and, like No. 2, was shallow and
L__d

~

n The officers killed were:-Capt.
Connelly, 14th Bn.; Lieut. F. Gombert, 17th
Bn (Licensed surveyor. of Sydney). Wounded:-Capt. Graham, 14th Bn.; Capt.
W.‘ W. Coombs, 15th BL. (Accountant; of Brishane); Lieuts. A N. Brierley, 13th
Bn. (Accountant’s clerk; of Sydney). M L. Clarke, 13th Bn. (Architect; of
North Sydney, N.S W . ; J. Annoni, i;th Bn. (Labourer; of Sydney); R E. Pye.
17th Bn. (Grazier; of dydney); R. C. Anderson, 17th Bn. (Bank clerk, of Sydney).

The total losses in the 4th Bde
actually engaged in the attack) were
-The troops at the time called
$jutant of the Canterbury Regt.
Grenadiers’ Alley.”
It was afterwards called by the

(including a few casualties among men not
1 5 4 , p d in the 17th Bn. r b t o t a l 2 3 0 .
it
Blair’s Trench,” after Capt. Blair, the
It war afterwards named by the British
British

“

Turkey Trot.”

Map No. 26
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unfinished. This, when seized, was found to be almost choked
with Turks who had been killed in the bombardment. It was
at first under fierce fire from “ C-Bz ” on the right, from which
the enemy had not yet been cleared, although other parties
of the mounted rifles were, in accordance with their orders,
bombing up through the maze of saps on that flank. A special
party having been sent out to suppress this fire by clearing some
of the saps, the Wellington Mounted Rifles attempted to charge
to their final objective, the trench leading from “ Bz ” to the
point “ C,” at which they
.were to join the Connaught Rangers, and thus
enclose
the
position.
While wheeling to make
this attack, Wellington was
met by very heavy fire and
suffered heavily, but some

-

men appear to have
reached point ‘ I C ” ;+” and
bombing parties a]so began
Er/tisbtrenches
7iurkisbbenches=
to fight through the trenches northwards from “ Bz ” towards
that position. Meanwhile the Connaught Rangers, attacking
along the north-western side of the hill, had quickly seized most
of the northern trench,
,
“D-C,” the leading party /OOW’
$”
under Lieutenant Lewise5
gaining the greater part of
it in the first rush, and
later lines (which lost
heavily in crossing the
%.,,,,\ !,,\\.W‘
open) gaining touch near
“ C ”
with a party of
dttJc/rbyCon~ug~tRangerssb~wnthvsv
New Zealanders from the
Br/t/sbtrenches
Turkish trenches =
southern side.
Thus by 6 o’clock the hill had apparently been taken; but
the process had been far more difficult than the inaccurate maps
had led the staff to believe. It will be seen that between “ B I ”
ant1 “ C ” there existed, not the straight sap which was shown
‘A

\%

-

M The records of the Connaught Rangers definitely say so, and the dead of both
the Rangers and the New Zealanders could be seen next day lying near that point.
(4 Lieut. S. H Lewis; 5th Bn
Connaught Rangers. Officer of British Regular
Army; b. 29 July, 1890. Killed in action, a7 A u g . 1915.

.
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on the maps, but a network of crooked trenches, four or five
of which led into a nest of enemy works, and must therefore
be blocked and held. This task would presumably be carried
out by the third line of the central attack-Ioo men of the 18th
Australian Battalion under Major Lane. But this line, starting
from the open near the sunken road and coming up the lower
slopes of the hill, had been met by the whirlwind of shrapnel
and small-arms fire which the previous lines had aroused. The
troops were inexperienced, and their progress slower and less
effective than that of the mounted rifles. The gallant Lane
with some of his men reached Trench “ 3,” and was killed in
the bomb-fighting which ensued near its eastern end. The
reserve of 100 of the 18th, which had been held ready under
Captain Goodsell in the Kaiajik Dere sap, was also sent up the
hill immediately after the commencement of the attack. In
the very heavy fire it became split up. Lieutenant Pritchard,”O
leading its first line, was at once hit, as were many of his men.
Part of the company seems to have made no headway, but part
after severe losses reached the left of Trench “ 2,” a completely
exposed position from which it was presently driven forward
by enfilading Turkish shrapnel into the better protection of
Trench “3.” Shortly afterwards, in spite of the shellfire on the approaches, large Turkish reinforcements
could be seen arriving through communication trenches
on the farther side of the hill.
General Russell therefore
ordered the mounted rifles
,
,
to hold fast what they
/@Yds *,?
had won, and directed the
rest of the 18th Battalion
to move up into close
reserve, and to send forward through the trenches
another
hundred
men
with picks and shovels and
sandbags to assist the New
British trenches shown thus
Zealanders in consolidating
TUrk,/sh
,
,
their position.

-

~

~

WLieut. H. R. Pritchard: 18th Bn. Clerk; of Sydney; b. ITaberfield, N,S.lV.,
March 189
(Pritchard was returned to Australla and discharged
He suhacquently’re-enjisted as a gunner in the artillery. with which he served until the
end of the war.)
12
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But the Connaught Rangers had never been able to hold
point “ C ” firmly, and-as happened to the 18th Battalion on
August emd-the Turkish reinforcements, flooding into the
network of trenches at that end of the position, began to bomb
them back. The New Zealanders with whom they were in
touch were only a few detached men, and were either killed
or driven in. Major Money, commanding the Connaught
detachment, appealed to Russell to reinforce him, making it
clear that unless reinforced he could not hold his position.
But Russell, having by then used most of the 18th Battalion
in supporting the mounted rifles-who
were equally hard
pressed in the maze of trenches between “ BI ” and “ Z ”-had
no other troopse7 to send ,
,
him, and the Rangers were
consequently by 9.30 driven
back to their startirig point
at “D.” For the second
time this trench had been
won and lost.
The situation now was
that the New Zealanders
held, besides their original
position
( “ NZ ’,), the
Tirhshtrenches ,
,
trench up the hill from
“ BI ” to “ B2,” a portion-about
40 yards long-of ‘I Br,”
and the right-hand portion of Trenches “ 2 ” and “3.”
In addition the trenches leading eastward from “ BI-B2,”
and that which has been marked “ Z ” upon the maps,
were secured for a certain distance, and were retained in spite
of constant bomb-attacks. This could only be done by erecting
in each of these avenues a second barricade in rear of that by
which it was first blocked. From behind the rearmost barrier
the garrison flung bombs into the space between the two, and
thus succeeded in denying that space to the enemy and keeping
him at a distance. But, while the right flank was thus firmly
established, it was known that the left flank in both Trenches
“ 2 ” and “ 3 ” was “ in the air.”
Little was known of the

-

“ T h e remainder of the 5th Connaught Rangers, forty-four men. were sent in
to assist b h j . Money.
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exact situation there even by the officers on the spot ; yet it was
evident that, from the moment when the enemy drove back
the Connaught Rangers and reoccupied “ C-D,” the position
of the left must be highly dangerous. For security I‘ C-D ”
must be recaptured, so that touch might be gained along it with
the troops in Trenches “ z ” or “ 3.”
At 9 p.m., therefore, the 9th Regiment of the 3rd Light
Horse Brigade was obtained by Russell from Cox “ with a view
to making a final rush for the remainder of the hill.” The
intention at first was that a body of the 9th should advance
up “ D-C ” as far as I‘ X,” and there connect with another body
of the regiment similarly advancing from Trench “ 2.” The
maps, however, were misleading, neither Trench “ 2 ” nor
Trench I‘ 3 ” running precisely as shown in those that had been
issued. No. 3 I‘ petered out ” into the scrub before reaching
‘I C-D,” and No. z connected with it only through a zig-zagged
excavation.
This contained pockets in which Turks were
strongly established, almost in the heart of the New Zealand
position, and from which they were throwing bombs into “ 2 ”
and “ 3.” T o meet these bombs and the fire from I‘ C-D,” a
part of the 18th Battalion (which by then constituted a large
proportion of the garrison) deepened and manned an unfinished
communication trench connecting “ 2 ” to “ 3,” and held part
of it as a fire-trench facing the flank from which
this bombing came. The precise source of the bombing,
however, was as unknown to those on the spot as it was
to the staff.
Into this uncertain and
excessively
complicated
position were led by night
the detachments of the
9th Light Horse. The
regiment was, comparatively speaking, intact, not
having taken part in the
actual charge at The Nek
on August 7th. At 11.30
Major Parsonsas with fifty
68 Col. H M Parsons. D S 0 , V D : 9th L H. Regt.
S . Aust ; b Inman Valley, S. Aust., d z M a r , 1850

Crazler, of Vlctor Harbour,
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instructions to bomb up the trench towards “ C,” while Colonel
Reynell with Captains Jaff rayeg and Callary,?O Lieutenant
McDonald,’l and seventy-five men were taken to the trench
originally captured by the New Zealanders and directed to move
across the open to the New Zealand position in Trench “2.”
The plan of attacking along Trench “ 2 ” had by then been
abandoned, and Reynell’s duty was merely to reinforce its
garrison. The precise story of this night-operation will never
be known; but it appears that the main party, after lining out
in the scrub in front of the original “ N Z ” trench, charged
over; the greater part, however, veering slightly to the left,
reached not Trench “ 2 ’’ but a sector of “ C-D,” where they
came upon Major Parsons in the act of bombing towards ‘‘ C.”
Colonel Reynell thereupon at once altered the direction of the
attack, and again led forward the main party towards the
position in which-if they had existed-the trenches connecting
“ 2 ” and “ 3 ” with “ C-D ” would have been found.
A fierce
fire was opened upon the party and bombs were thrown. The
troops were consequently driven, or directed themselves, to the
Turkish trench near “Y,” and thus for the third time since
August zrst this trench was entered, if not captured. It was
afterwards reported that those who now occupied it were
caught by a Turkish machine-gun which had been emplaced at
“ C ” so as to sweep the trench. For the time being the fate
of Colonel Reynell and most of his party was unknown. Lieutenant McDonald and four men managed to return along
“ D-C,” which they found crowded with the dead and dying.
The enemy counter-attacked along it, bombing Parsons back
to “ D.” For the third time the trench was lost, but on this
occasion Parsons succeeded in regaining eighty yards of it
beyond point “ D.” Such was the position when daylight broke.
During August 28th the New Zealanders and the 18th
Battalion were able to clean out and deepen their trenches.
Slender barricades of sandbags were built at the left of the line
a C a p t . A J . Jaffray; 9th L.H. Regt. Farmer; of Wallacedale, Vic.; b.
Hamilton, Vic., 4 July, 1883. Killed in action, a8 Aug., 19x5.
‘OCapt. P. I. Callary; 9th L.H. Regt. Storekeeper; of Petersborough, S. Aust ;
b. Petersborough, a i July, 1886. Killed in action, a8 Aug., 19x5.
“Capt. J. M. McDonald, M.C.; 9th L.H. Regt. Civil servant; b Semaphore,
S Aurt., a4 March, 1890.
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in Trenches *‘ 2 ” and “ 3,” and the nature of the gap between
both by
those points and “ C-D ” became better
the garrison and by the staff. It was then decided to send
forward parties from the end of Trenches “ 2 ” and ‘ ‘ 3 ” to
seize-for the fourth time-a
length of “C-D.” A few
bombers were to issue immediately before the attack and silence
with bombs the dangerous Turkish machine-gun at I ‘ C.”
Meanwhile a larger bombing party would advance
from “ D ” through the
trench towards I‘ C ” in
order to meet there the
main assaulting parties.
This time no attempt was
to be made to capture the
trench as far as point “C,”
but it was to be held for
thirty yards east of “ Y.”
,
hmbing
A sap would then be dug
from “ Y ” to the end of Trench “3,” so as to obtain touch
with the New Zealanders and round off the position.
At 4 p m . General Godley visited the 10th Light Horse
Regiment, then bivouacked at Damakjelik, and informed the
officers that he wanted them to take a trench on the summit
of Hill 60. “ I know you will get it,” he said. ‘ I It’s the
holding that is the difficulty.” All the junior officers were
then taken to a position from which most of the trenches on
Hill 60 were visible, and the squadron leaders were guided
across the Kaiajik Dere in order to see the position from
Trenches “ 2 ” and ‘ I 3.”la About midnight the regiment, then
a

‘2 On this day Chaplain the Rev. W. Grant (of Gisborne and Wellington, N.Z ) of
the mounted rifles and another chaplain went out over the low barrlcade in Trench
a ” in order to reach a wounded man of the mounted rifles who was said to be
lying farther along It. They bandaged several of the wounded Turks, of whom the
sap was full, and then coming to a bend heard voices which Grant’s companron
believed to be those of the enemy. After lying still for a while Grant said,
“ We’ll just see if be’s here.” and pushed round the corner.
He was immediately
ihot dead by Turks beyond the bend.
“ T h e situation was still so difficult to comprehend that some of the officers were
in favour of further postponement. Russell, however, pointed out that this would
give the enemy time to strengthen his position, and that It was better to attack
without more delay.
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consisting of 180 men organised in two squadrons, was led
across the dere into Trenches “ 2 ” and “3.” The troops were
squeezed past the garrison to the western or left-hand end of
each position. Captain Fry commanded the squadron in
Trench “ 3,” and Captain Robertson:‘ a Duntroon graduate,
that in No. 2. The hour for the assault was I a.m., and about
ten minutes beforehand Lieutenant Sanderson was hoisted out
of Trench “ 3,” followed by his four bombers, and after crawling in the supposed direction of the enemy’s machine-gun at
“ C ” lay still and waited.
A few minutes later the first line
under Fry was seen in the moonlight to rise from Trench “ 3 ”
and surge silently forward. The line from Trench “2,”
however, cheered as it started. A machine-gun immediately
flashed in the dark near point “ C,” and Turks in one of the
trenches near “ X ” opened fire. Sanderson’s bombers at once
smothered the machine-gun with their bombs, killing its crew.
The leading lines almost immediately reached “ GD,” in which
the greater part of the garrison was just scrambling to its feet.
The Turks were bayoneted. Lieutenant MacBean,16 who leapt
in well ahead of his troop, ran along the trench followed by his
men, shot a Turk, and was shot dead by the next one. But
the required position east of point ‘‘Y ” was swiftly gained.
Almost at the same moment the other bombing party-a detachment of the 9th Light Horse under Lieutenant McDonaldcame up the trench from point “D,” advancing so rapidly that
it narrowly escaped a struggle with the troops of the 10th into
whom it ran. The second lines came across from Trenches
“ 2 ” and “3,” carrying tools and sandbags.
Thus within
a few minutes the full objective had been taken. The casualties
so far had not exceeded twenty, and had occurred mainly in
the second ~ q u a d r o n . ~ ”
The trench “ C-D ” was found to be in parts almost choked
with Turkish dead, mingled with the dead of the 9th Light
74 Brig
H C H Robertson, D S O., p s c , C S 0 ( 3 ) , Yeomanry hltd. Div..
I917/18; A A G . A.I.F. in Egypt, 1919. Commands 19th Inf. B d e , A.1 F.. 1940.
Duntroon graduate, of Western district, VIC.; b. Warmambool, Vic., zg Oct.. 1894.
“Lieut. C. H. hIacBean; 10th L H . Regt Farmer; of Clarcmont, W Aust ; b.
Melbourne, 1892 Killed In action, ag Aug., 1915.
“Lieut. I . C. Burges (of Irwin. W. Aust.) and a number of men in this
squadron had been hit hq the Turkish machine-gun nhen it first opened
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Horse.77 Time being urgent, Captain Fry ran along the
parapet, giving instructions to his men until some of them
almost forced him to come down into shelter. His second line,
under Lieutenant T h r ~ s s e l l having
.~~
arrived with their tools,
a barricade was at once begun near a bend of the trench
between " Y " and " C." During the building of this Throssell
stood on guard. Shortly afterwards, as the Turks began to
feel their way back along " D-C," he shot five in succession at
this corner before the
enemy ascertained the
position of the Australians
and began to bomb.
Throssell and his men were
still constructing the barricade, and attempting to
set up a few yards of
overhead cover in rear of
it, when the bomb-fighting
began. I n this fight, for
the first time in the campaign, an entirely adequate store of grenades had been supplied,
some 2,500 having been brought up to Damakjelik beforehand,
and two given to each man as he went. Thus from the first
there was a good supply of grenades with the attacking force,
and as soon as trench " D-C " was captured further provision
could be made.
I t was this bomb-supply alone that enabled a body of
spirited and determined men-Corporal
Ferrier,70 LanceCorporal Macnee,*O Troopers McMahon,81 Renton,BZSergeants
"The bodies of Col. Reynell and Capt Jaffray were found-Reynell
lying in thr
open near " Y."
The winding, unfinished trench between No a and '' X " also
proved to be almost full of Turkish dead. Chaplain Grant's body was discovered
there.
TaCapt. H. V. H. Throssell, V C ; 10th L.H. Regt. Farmer, of Cowcowiiig,
W. Aust.; b. Northam, W. A u k , a7 Oct., 1884. Died, 19 Nov., 1 9 3 3
'scpl. S . H. Ferrier (No. 176. 10th L H. Regt ). Landowner; of Casterton,
Vic ; b Carapook, Vic., 1879. Died of wounds, 9 S e p t , 1 9 1 5 .
"Lieut. H. M. Macnee, M.C., D.C.M.; 10th L.H. Regt. Pearler; of Broome,
W. Aust.; b..Fitzroy, Vic.. 14 F e b , 1887.
81Pte F. McMahon (Nq. 89. 10th L.H. Re@.). Teamster, of Perth, W Aust.,
b Tongala, Vic., 1894. Killed in action, 29 A u g . 1 9 1 5
a p t e . T. Renton, D.C.M. (NO. 969, 10th L H . Regt.). Miner; of Perth, W.
Aust.: b. Liverpool. Eng, 1877.
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MacMillan,s8 H e n d e r ~ o n , ~and
~ others, with Lieutenant
Throssell as their leader-to hold this exposed position during
the violent counter-attacks which followed. From the time
when the Turks began to return to their positions, Throssell
and his men were employed almost continuously both in picking
up enemy bombs and hurling them back at the Turks, and in
throwing their own-which
they were careful to do with a
much shorter fuse.86
Some time after the bombing had begun the Turks hurled at
the barricade a large bomb which appeared to be a biscuit tin
filled with explosive. It burst, blowing down the sandbags, and
at the same instant a line of Turks, clearly visible in the moonlight, clambered out near “ C,” beyond the barricade, and made
a rush for the Australian trench. No machine-gun was at
hand to resist this attack, but Throssell’s party and the garrison
farther west met it with a shower of bombs and heavy rifle-fire,
under which it melted away. About this time Lieutenant
Leake,80 son of a former Premier of Western Australia, was
looking out to the north-east-the direction from which this
attack came-when he was shot through the head from the
rear. It was then realised that there must be Turks in the
trenches to the south of “ C-D” as well as to the east and
north-east. For the moment, however, no open attack was
made from that direction.
The first counter-attack had thus been repulsed. A new
barricade had been partly built five or ten yards in rear of the
first one, and, when driven from the first, Throssell and his
men retired behind this and held it. A quarter of an hour
after the first counter-attack a second shower of Turkish bombs
came over, and a longer line of the enemy emerged, charging
from the north-east. Again it was met with bombs and
Sgt. J. L. MacMillan (No Soao, 10th L.H. Regt ). Crazier; of hletung, Vic ;
b. Morwell, Vic., 1873.
e‘ Lieut. W. J Henderson, D C.M.; 10th L.H. Regt. Accountant; of Perth, W.
Aust.; b. Hawthorn, Vic., I O Oct., 1889. Died of illness, 9 March, 19ai
‘8 The Anzac practice was, after hghting a bomb, to count slowly “one, two,
three,” before throwing it. On this occasion the result was that no grenade thrown
by the Australians was returned by the ’lurrts.

eoLieut G . A. Leake: 10th L H . Regt. Solicitor: of Perth and Kellerberrio.
W Aust ; b. Perth, I O July, 1887. Killed in action, a9 Aug., I ~ I F .
~
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rifle-fire; a few Turks almost reached the parapet, but the
attack melted away. The gallant Fry, however, had been killed
by an enemy grenade, and from this time onward Throssell
was left in sole command of that end of the trench.
The bomb-fighting continued until shortly before day-break,
when the third and most serious counter-attack was launched
On this occasion the enemy
issued from his main line
lower down the slope to
the northward. As the
Turks
crept
forward
through the scrub before
making their rush, their
bayonets were seen; when
they charged, although no
lnachine-gun was yet
Dimtmnof tb/fcfmunterJtkksbown thus
=9
their line was ’let
Br/t/sh trenches- Turkish trenches=
with a hurricane of riflefire. Some of the 10th jumped upon the parapet, and at
ranges of from ten to twenty yards just succeeded in
overcoming the attack. A second wave was similarly repulsed
The Turks then attempted to charge from both front and
rear. In the midst of the shouting which followed someone
spoke the word “Retire.”
I t was met by angry cries of
“Who said retire?” The men held their ground, and five
or six New Zealanders and men of the 18th Battalion on the
southern side, observing the threat to the rear of the Ioth,
ran out into the open with a machine-gun and brought it to
bear upon the enemy. At the same instant Lieutenant Kidds7
had charged out in that direction with a dozen of the 10th. The
Turks on the southern side, who were then lying down and
flinging bombs behind the Australian barricade, ran back into
their trench, and the third and most dangerous counter-attack
ended. It had lasted for an hour. A fourth was made about
6 a.m., but without heart. The fighting then subsided. Throssell,
twice wounded, was at the time holding his third barricade,
having been forced to give up twenty yards of trench.88
8‘Thii was Kidd‘s third heavy fight-the first being his sortie from Quinn’s on
May 30, and the second the charge at The Nek on Aug. 7.
For gallantry during thia fight Throiicll was awarded the Victoria Cross

“
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Ferrier, who was reputed to have thrown 500 bombs, was still
beside
The position was maintained, and a connecting
trench was shortly afterwards dug through to the New
Zealanders.
Thus ended the action at Hill 60. Birdwood believed that
the actual knoll had been captured, and so reported to
Hamilton, who wrote: “Knoll 60, now ours throughout,
commands the Biyuk Anafarta valley with view and fire-a
big tactical scoop.” As a matter of fact half the summit-or
possibly rather more-was still in possession of the Turks.
The fighting of August 27th, 28th, and 29th had, however,
given the troops on the left of Anzac a position astride the spur
from which a fairly satisfactory view could be had over the
plain to the “ W ” Hills. The cost was over 1,100casualties?O
The burden of the work had been sustained by war-worn
troops. The magnificent brigade of New Zealand Mounted
Rifles, which was responsible for the main advances, had been
worked until it was almost entirely consumed, its four regiments at the end numbering only 365 all told.81 The 4th Australian Infantry Brigade which, through defective co-ordination
with the artille~y,~’
had been twice thrown against a difficult
objective without a chance of success, was reduced to 968.0’
8sShortly afterwards Ferrier was attempting to throw back a Turkish bomb
when it burst in his hand blowing away the arm to the elbow He walked to the
medical aid-post. but died ;n the hospital ship Macnee was twice wounded. Renton
lost his leg. Mchfahon war killed
mN.Z.M.R. Bde.
.
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.. 230
16th Bn.
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..
..
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-

1.148
Although the brigade had received several drafts of reinforcements, the Otago
hltd. Rifles, which fought throughout under Col. Grigor and Licut. F. M. Twisleton
(of Gisborne district N . 2 ) had on AUK. 29 on1 4 officers and 6 men left;
Canterbury had z odcers add 35; Wellington 6 o d e m and 122; and Auckland 4
officers and 136.
Gen. Monash and the staff of the brigade had no responsibility for these
arran ements
O* T%e 4th ‘Bde. on Au
29 numberrdBde. H!Q.
..
..
20
Signal Section
..
.. 26
13th Bn.
..
285
..
..
19;
14th Bn.
..
a10
15th Bn.
16th Bn.
..
235

..

..

..
..
..
..
..

..
..

..
..
....

968
on Aug

The 5th Connaught Rangers had been reduced from 700
Z I to about 2 5 0
on Aug. 29; the 10th Hampshire from 335 to 194; and the 18th Aurt. Bn. from
1,004 to 386.
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General Russell and his brigade-major, Powles, had worked
untiringly, the latter personally guiding almost every attacking
party to its starting point in the dangerous maze of trenches.
It was not their fault that at this stage of the war both staff and
commanders were only learning the science of trench-warfare.
Had the experience and the instruments of later years been
available, the action at Hill 60 would doubtless have been
fought differently.

